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559 KINGSLEY AVENUE 
APN: 120-06-071 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events), B (Persons), and C 
(Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1912 
Summary of Significance: 559 Kingsley Avenue was found significant under three criteria. Under 
Criterion A, it was identified as significant for demonstrating the enduring attractiveness of Palo Alto 
for the upper class. Under Criterion B, for its association with Margery Bailey, a Stanford University 
professor in the English department. And under Criterion C as an excellent example of a Craftsman 
bungalow. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to end in 
1963, thereby including the years in which Margery Bailey lived at the subject building. The 
significance of the building as demonstrating Palo Alto’s appeal to the upper class has been omitted, 
as this trend does not appear to be particularly closely associated with this small residential 
bungalow. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 559 Kingsley Avenue is significant as an excellent example of a 
Craftsman bungalow and for its association with Margery Bailey a highly notable English professor at 
Stanford University. Bailey was the first woman to achieve tenure at Stanford University and taught 
many well-known American authors—including John Steinbeck—from 1916 until her death in 1963. 
She lived at 559 Kingsley Avenue from 1939 to 1963.  
Period of Significance: 1912-1963 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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