
 

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  

Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

CISTERN AND PUMP HOUSE 
APN: N/A (Location to the northwest of the intersection of Palo Alto Avenue and Hale Street) 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1924 
Summary of Significance: Under Criterion A, the Cistern and Pump House was deemed eligible as 
an important part of the Palo Alto municipal water system that was developed from wells beginning 
in 1887. Under Criterion C, the Pump House is significant as one of only two examples in Palo Alto of 
an important Northern California building type in the early 20th century: the decorated utility 
structure that reflects the City Beautiful movement and a sense of civic pride. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation.) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 

important to the city, state, or nation.) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as only one of two remaining early Palo 
Alto decorated utility structures and as an important part of the Palo Alto municipal water system 
that was developed from well sources beginning in 1887. The Cistern and Pump House also 
represents an important Northern California building typology that emerged from the City Beautiful 
Movement. It was designed to express pride in civic and public infrastructure.   
Period of Significance: 1924 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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