I M P R O V E YO U R B U I L D I N G E N V E LO P E W I T H T H E G E N I E

DON’T LET YOUR HOUSE END
UP BEING LIKE YOUR SOCKS.
Like socks with gaping holes, your house may have ineffective
insulation or imperfect seals. This can let in cold air in the
winter, hot (and sometimes smoky) air in the summer, and be
unpleasant in extreme weather.
The Home Efficiency Genie can help you discover how to keep
your living space cozy without breaking the bank by improving
and upgrading your home’s “building envelope.” Our trusted,
professional advisors provide free over-the-phone energy efficiency
advice and virtual assessments for a minimal fee. They also help you
find contractors to perform upgrades and offer impartial advice on any
bids or estimates you receive. In the end, you’ll benefit from cost-effective
solutions to improve your building envelope so you can conveniently stay warm
in the winter and cool in the summer.

WHAT IS THE BUILDING ENVELOPE?
There are two critical elements to keeping your home less exposed from outside elements
that could increase your energy bills:

Attic insulation makes it harder for
heat to move from one place to another,
keeping heat inside in the winter and outside
in the summer.

Air sealing helps to make your insulation
more effective. Picture wearing a windbreaker
(air seal) over a sweater (insulation)
on a windy day.

Contact the Genie Today at (650) 713-3411 or cityofpaloalto.org/efficiencygenie
Persons with disabilities who require materials in an appropriate alternative format,
auxiliary aids, or modifications to policies or procedures to access City meetings,
programs, or services should contact the City’s ADA Coordinator George Hoyt at
(650) 329-2550 or by emailing ADA@cityofpaloalto.org.
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