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Climate Summits in Paris—and Palo Alto!

SAVE THE DATE: Sustainability &
Climate Action Plan Summit, 1/24
The City of Palo Alto is holding a community forum to discuss our
new Sustainability & Climate Action Plan on January 24, 2016
from noon to 5 PM at David Starr Jordan Middle School. The
event is free and open to the community.

Please join this conversation on the future of the City and help craft solutions to the critical issues
facing us now and into the future. 

The half-day program will start with a keynote address from one of the leading voices in creating
resilient communities that will thrive amid coming climate insecurity. The City’s Sustainability team will
present the work done to date on the plan that will guide Palo Alto towards a more sustainable future.
Then you’ll have a chance to speak to critical issues like Transportation, Electrification, Water, Climate
Adaptation, and Becoming a Carbon Neutral City in smaller break-out discussion sessions that will
become part of the larger conversation.

Every initiative to reduce carbon, conserve water, and improve transportation affects all residents. We
hope you’ll join us to share your perspectives, experience and aspirations for the future Palo Alto you
want to see and live in.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/


Register today at www.cityofpaloalto.org/climatesummit, and make your voice heard.

Climate Leadership and COP21
World leaders are gathering in Paris over the next few weeks for
COP21 (the 21st “Conference of the Parties,” in UN-speak) to
develop global agreements that will address the threat of
catastrophic climate change. Extreme weather events are
underscoring the need for immediate action, and there’s a lot to
be hopeful for, building on the work that’s been done at earlier
climate summits in Copenhagen and Doha. But leading cities like
Palo Alto aren’t waiting for the results of the Paris talks; we’re
moving forward to find solutions that improve the lives of
everyone in the community. [See Urban Sustainability Directors
Network (USDN) below.]

Community sentiment about transportation has been clear: we
must do something meaningful and effective to address
transportation; our biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions,
and one of our biggest challenges to our quality of life. The

Citizens Advisory Commission working on the next Comprehensive Plan has started work on the
transportation element of the plan, and transportation was a major topic at the OurPaloAlto2030
Summit in May. 

Some solutions are already in motion. These include simple steps like electrification of the City fleet—
selecting electric vehicles (EVs) with the right performance level for the job and powering those
municipal vehicles with the Utility’s carbon-neutral electricity. More ambitious steps include expanding
the City’s EV charging infrastructure, and working with the new downtown Transportation Management
Association (TMA) to develop “mobility as a service” (MaaS) options in and around Palo Alto: to make
it more convenient for anyone, anywhere, at any time, to get where they need to go without having to
drive—or even own a car.

Where and how we live is as important as how we get around. The Development Center’s Green
Building Advisory Group has started work on the next cycle of Palo Alto’s nation-leading building
codes. The Group is driving the conversation about Zero Net Energy (ZNE) construction, where the
energy a building uses is equal to the amount it generates.

Sounds like science fiction? Check out this graphic to see how Palo Alto’s draft roadmap for potentially
exceeding State building performance goals (ZNE for all new residential construction by 2020, and for
all new commercial construction by 2030) and making our community more livable. (You can also learn
more about these efforts at the Palo Alto Climate Summit on Sunday, January 24.)

Urban Sustainability Directors Network
(USDN)—Collaboration is Key
Palo Alto’s exploration of ZNE buildings isn’t happening in a
vacuum. In November, we cosponsored Building Carbon Zero
California, a national conference exploring the state of the art in

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/climatesummit
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/49883
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAPALO/bulletins/%20www.cityofpaloalto.org/climatesummit


passive building design, including new technologies that are
improving the economics for sustainable buildings, and a bicycle

tour of five passive homes and a passive office building in Palo Alto.

Also in November, Palo Alto hosted teams from the cities of Austin, Berkeley, Cambridge, and San
Francisco in a peer-learning exchange, sponsored by USDN, to share strategies and best practices
about ZNE programs. (Cambridge, for example, has targeted being a carbon neutral city by 2040, and
retrofitting all City buildings to ZNE by 2030.)

USDN comprises more than 130 North American cities collaborating to advance sustainable policies
and practices. Palo Alto is an active member, and is actively benefiting from projects addressing
finance, procurement and smart cities, among others. (In case you were wondering, Palo Alto is far
ahead in some areas, and lagging in others. The SCAP will provide an opportunity to shift that
balance.)

City Responds to Drought Stressed
Trees in Palo Alto
Palo Alto must meet a State-mandated water use reduction
target of 24% from June 1, 2015 through the end of February
2016. We—that is, you—have made great progress. Since the
beginning of June through mid-November, the community has

reduced water use by more than 27%. But the City also needs to protect its investment in one of the
most important elements of our green infrastructure – the urban forest.

Trees are stressed by drought throughout Palo Alto, and the City is taking action to prevent
catastrophic damage to our urban canopy.

And our trees are valuable to our community. The resource analysis of Palo Alto’s street trees
published in 2011 found that for every $1 invested, trees provided benefits of $3.22.

Many property owners have let their lawns go dry in an effort to conserve water. However, nearby
street trees located in the public right of way or planter strip are suffering. The City is asking residents
and businesses to help save the urban canopy by continuing to water trees on private property, and if
possible, extend a little water towards the street trees, too.

To address this challenge, the City is using non-potable, recycled water to irrigate street trees. This will
supplement the water they would normally receive from rainfall or nearby irrigation systems. Use of
recycled water helps reduce demands on our precious potable water supplies. In addition, the Public
Works department is experimenting with “green infrastructure” projects, such as in the Southgate
neighborhood, that provide multiple benefits of improved water capture, reduced flooding risk and
treatment plan loads, and added beauty.

Plus our latest green building ordinance requires new single-family homes to be constructed with

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/utl/news/details.asp?NewsID=3363&TargetID=235,310
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plumbing to accommodate “laundry-to-landscape” graywater systems. If your home is already built, but
you are interested in capturing and reusing graywater, we’ll give you a rebate to install a laundry-to-
landscape system! Contact the City of Palo Alto Utilities at cityofpaloalto.org/water to learn how the
City can help you implement this and other water and energy-saving measures.

Stay in Touch!
Please join us for Palo Alto’s Sustainability and Climate Summit
on Sunday, January 24.

You can also share this newsletter with family, friends, neighbors
and colleagues., and encourage them to subscribe today. 

And follow Chief Sustainability Officer Gil Friend on Twitter at
@PaloAltoCSO, for ongoing updates on Palo Alto’s activities and news of sustainability innovations
from around the world.

Thank you!
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