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Make your voice heard at the CompPlan
Summit this Saturday

Palo Alto Looks Forward
As you probably know, the City is at work on updating both our
2007 Climate Protection Plan in a new Sustainability and Climate
Action Plan (S/CAP) and our  Comprehensive Plan, the primary
tool for guiding the future development of the City. As the City
Council has made clear, it’s essential that these two initiatives
coordinate as effectively as possible.

In addition to bringing you up to date on our sustainability initiatives, this newsletter will let you know
several ways you can participate in both of these: 

By sharing your thinking for the Sustainability and Climate Action Plan (S/CAP)—which you can
do right now in less than five minutes, and
Participating in the CompPlan Summit on May 30 

Earth Day Report to City Council: Bold
Proposals for an Engaged Community

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
https://paloalto.metroquest.com/
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http://www.paloaltocompplan.org/our-palo-alto-2030-the-summit/


Chief Sustainability Officer Gil Friend gave a lively presentation
of Palo Alto’s environmental performance and recommended
potential future paths for the City during a study session on

April 20. The presentation was based on the Office of Sustainability’s 2015 Earth Day Report.

The big headline: by 2014, total City and community emissions were 37% lower than 1990 levels—an
impressive accomplishment, and a long way towards the 80% reduction the State of California is
targeting for 2050. A large part of that reduction came as a result of the City’s decision to provide
carbon neutral electricity by purchasing Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) to offset emissions from
fossil fuel-based “market power” purchases—as a bridge to a fossil-free electricity by 2017. A
combination of policy decisions, market solutions and technological advances are needed to drive
down future emissions.

The challenge is to maintain the reduction trajectory we’ve demonstrated since the first Climate Action
Plan went into effect in 2007. If we can do that, we’re on track to meet the state’s goal of 80%
greenhouse gas reductions (GHG) by 2050. But if we want to do better—“not less aggressive than
cutting emissions by 80% from 1990 levels by 2040” as Councilmember Pat Burt suggested, or 80% by
2030, as the SCAP is evaluating, or 100% renewable by 2025, as Copenhagen and Melbourne are
pursuing—we’ll have to do much more.

The other big subject on everybody’s mind is how the drought in California impacts  Palo Alto, and how
the City will achieve its mandatory 24% reduction in water use.  This “new normal” will also include how
we evolve  our landscapes to thrive, as well as the future availability of clean hydroelectric power for
residents and businesses.

Councilmember Tom DuBois challenged the City to be a test bed of innovation, while continuing to
deliver services to the community. And Mayor Karen Holman underscored the importance of finding
solutions to water consumption that maintain the urban canopy and natural habitats, and the need for
robust construction and demolition ordinances to emphasize salvage and material reuse at work sites.

Check out the presentation and community comments here.

Sustainability and Climate Action Plan
The Sustainability and Climate Action Plan is taking shape,
charting a path for how Palo Alto can continue to drive down its
greenhouse gas emissions, adapt to the challenges of climate
change, and do so in  in innovative ways that ultimately enhance
our quality of life, prosperity and resilience.

The S/CAP takes a rigorous look at what it would take to achieve three possible future scenarios:

80% GHG reductions by 2050
80% by 2030,
100% renewable by 2025

Our team is evaluating dozens of potential strategies and measures, and assessing each for potential
impact, as well as technical, economic, legal and cultural viability, to determine whether and how these
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goals might be achievable. Then it will be up to you—community and Council—to think about, talk
about and decide among these options, and to approve a plan to guide the next phase of our
pioneering work.

Some of the key themes that are emerging from our work so far:

Decarbonizing Our City: What would it take to be a carbon neutral city?

Shift away from fossil fuels – gasoline, diesel, natural gas
Improve efficiency and conservation
Accelerate electric vehicle readiness
Think about what we buy

Electrifying Our Homes and Businesses: How should we power this city?

New electric technologies for heating water, homes, restaurants and businesses
Commitment to the most energy-efficient buildings
Reach “zero net energy” target ahead of state goals

Rethinking Mobility: What will it take to reduce traffic and get around faster—without a car?

Provide more eco-pass/universal transit passes
Develop world-class bicycle network and facilities
Place more people near jobs, food, shopping, entertainment and other community spaces
“Mobility as a service” rather than car ownership

Getting Smart about Water: How do we better use a limited resource?

More efficient indoor use – showers, bathrooms, kitchen
More efficient outdoor use – native landscapes, drip irrigation and smart irrigation controls
Reuse and recycle – greywater, rainwater capture and recycled water (purple pipe)

Adapting to Climate Risk: How will we create a more resilient community?

Strengthen critical at-risk roads, buildings and infrastructure
Prepare for projected sea level rise in bayside communities and facilities
Anticipate and adapt to potentially reduced hydropower
Support watershed protection and shoreline restoration

 

Some of this is about policy decisions…some about the choices each of us—including you— will make:
inside our homes, and in our backyards, when we eat and shop, when we move around, locally and
beyond.

Watch for the S/CAP draft this summer.

Our Palo Alto 2030: Comprehensive
Plan Summit on May 30
Are you coming to the Comprehensive Plan Summit on May 30—
this Saturday—at the Mitchell Park Community Center?  Help
guide the next phase of the Comprehensive Plan Update, share

http://www.paloaltocompplan.org/our-palo-alto-2030-the-summit/


your ideas for Palo Alto now and in 2030, explore how to build
sustainability into the Comprehensive Plan and help shape Palo

Alto’s future.

And be sure to visit the S/CAP table. We’ll have summary materials for you to review and share, a new
video from CSO Gil Friend about the initiative, and a chance to register your preferences about what
we should do, and how fast we should do it.

Sustainability that’s right for Palo Alto:
What do you think?
We know it’s often a challenge to get to committee, community,
commission and Council meetings—so we’re going to
experiment with bringing some meetings to you. We’ve
contracted with MetroQuest to bring you a quick interactive

survey that you can take from your smartphone or web browser. In less than five minutes you’ll be able
to rank which sustainability issues are most important to you, your preferences among the key
strategies to address each issue, and even your thoughts on how we can finance the future we choose
to create. You can find the survey here: https://paloalto.metroquest.com

Please take a few minutes now to make your voice heard, and to help guide the next phase of this
important work.

And please feel free to share this link with anyone else you think might be interested!
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