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Sustainability and Climate Action Plan
moves forward. Take the survey today!

Community Speaks Out About Climate
at Our Palo Alto 2030 Summit. (You
Can Too!)
On May 30, more than 350 Palo Altans came together to help
shape the future vision of the community at the Our Palo Alto

2030 Summit. At the event, key members of the Sustainability and Climate Action (S/CAP) consultant
team and Office of Sustainability staff spoke to residents’ concerns about transportation, resource use
and climate adaptation. 

The team gathered people's opinions on the scope of the Sustainability & Climate Action Plan
(S/CAP) and showed a video introduction—and call to action!—from Chief Sustainability Officer Gil
Friend. We engaged with hundreds of people on big issues affecting their daily lives, including:

Rethinking transportation
Using water wisely
Becoming a carbon-neutral city
Using clean power for homes and businesses
Adapting to climate risk

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/47551
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/47551
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8bKnnNStiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8bKnnNStiA


Summit attendees helped shape the S/CAP through a short online survey that lets participants rank
what programs are most important to them, how the initiatives should be paid for and to inform the
team about the Palo Alto they want to create. Make your voice heard and take the survey today.

Palo Alto Wins Acterra’s 2015
Sustainability Award
On May 28, City Manager Jim Keene accepted the Acterra
Award for Sustainability (Large Organization category) for its
outstanding environmental programs summarized in this ~3
minute video.

Among the City’s accomplishments are exceeding its 2007 greenhouse reduction goals, achieving
carbon neutral electricity in 2013, establishing robust green building and energy reach codes, making
“default to green” the purchasing preference for all City operations (including Fleet Services), and the
new Sustainability and Climate Action Plan—with bold proposed goals to deliver a low-carbon future
with a high quality of life to the community.

“Our role is to do the right thing with the advantages we have here, and the energy and perspective we
have as a city to pilot initiatives other cities can’t. Our goal  is ultimately modeling these efforts  in a
way that shows  these things can be done and can scale up and impact the whole world,” said Keene.

Watch Jim Keene’s challenge to the community to create the future we want to see.

Palo Alto Responds to Drought
Regulations with Bold Action
In response to emergency drought conditions, the Palo Alto City
Council approved new water-use restrictions at its May 11
meeting to help the City meet its state-mandated 24% water use
reduction target. State of California and Palo Alto regulations

now restrict some uses of potable water, primarily for outdoor purposes such as landscape irrigation:

Ornamental landscapes and turf irrigation is limited to no more than two days per week.
Customers are allowed to irrigate on Mondays and Thursdays if their address ends in an odd
number.
If a property address ends in an even number, customers may irrigate their landscape only
on Tuesdays and Fridays.
No landscape irrigation is allowed between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., unless water is applied using
drip irrigation, soaker hose or hand watering.
No landscape irrigation is allowed within 48 hours of measurable rainfall (Palo Alto is
defining 0.25 inches as “measureable” and posting rainfall updates at
www.cityofpaloalto.org/water).

The City is required to enforce all water-use restrictions and report to the state on our drought
response activities. For a full list of water use restrictions, frequently asked questions and resources for
water efficiency, visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/water or call (650) 329-2161. The City encourages

https://paloalto.metroquest.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0BpLOYptmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0BpLOYptmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XAvsZffslc
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/water


citizens to use the new drought reporting tool through PaloAlto311 to let us know about water waste
within city limits. Additionally, we have set up a new email address, drought@cityofpaloalto.org, to
allow community members to communicate with us via email.  

The City offers a wide variety of resources to help community members use water efficiently, including
free indoor and outdoor home water surveys, conservation devices such as shower heads, faucet
aerators, hose nozzles and shower timers, as well as rebates for installing gray water systems,
replacing appliances, landscape or other high water use items (such as turf or  pools) with a low-water
use landscape. 

Right now, certain rebate amounts are doubled to encourage these measures during the drought. We
encourage Palo Alto residents and business employees to attend one of our free water-efficiency
workshops to discover more ways to easily save water. You can find a full list of events
at www.cityofpaloalto.org/workshops  

New Green Building and Energy Reach
Code Ordinances Come Online
On April 20, the Palo Alto City Council unanimously approved
both a new green building ordinance and a new energy reach
code ordinance, raising the performance standards for new
construction and major renovations in Palo Alto. 

The Green Building Ordinance has been approved by the Building Standards Commission and is
effective for projects submitted for permit on or after June 20, 2015. Development Services expects to
announce the enforcement of the Energy Reach Code no later than mid-July.

These ordinances reflect Palo Alto’s commitment to leadership in sustainable building practices,” said
Development Services Director Peter Pirnejad. The department is offering training sessions to educate
architects and contractors in the community about the new rules and how to build for the future of the
city. Learn about these trainings and other programs on the Development Services webpage.

California Energy Commission Awards
Palo Alto $53K to Scale Zero Emission
Vehicle Readiness
The CEC has selected Palo Alto and our partners in Menlo Park
for funding under its “Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Readiness”
program. We’ll use these funds to enhance EV readiness by:

Streamlining our EV Charging Station (EVCS) permitting process and move it online
Reaching out to more than 100 potential fast charging host sites.
Hosting six or more Green Car Shows, Ride and Drive Events/ EV 101 Awareness Workshops
Developing EV friendly ordinances, and training city planners/permitting staff, inspectors,
builders as well as other employees in the code implementation.

“This is part of the City’s continuing commitment to expand EV readinessand  make it easier to shift
from fossil fuel powered vehicles to vehicles powered by Palo Alto’s clean, carbon-neutral electricity,”

mailto:drought@cityofpaloalto.org
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/workshops
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/ds/default.asp


said Chief Sustainability Officer Gil Friend.

City 'Fleet Electrification’ Will Save
Money and Reduce Carbon Footprint
The City established a new fleet electrification policy that calls for
alll new sedans to be  leased EVs rather than purchased
Compressed Natural Gas vehicles (except when performance
requirements can’t be met by EVs at this time). We estimate that

this will save taxpayers $5,000 or more per vehicle and reduce our greenhouse gas emissions still
further. 

Help guide Palo Alto’s bold new
Sustainability and Climate Action Plan!
Have you taken our three minute survey yet? Do it now! Let us
know about the Palo Alto you want to create, what programs are
most important to you, how bold we should be, and how we
should finance the future we choose. (Then forward the link to

others whose voices you want to hear.) 

You can also forward this newsletter to others who might be interested, and encourage them to
subscribe today. Thank you!

And stay up to date by following @PaloAltoCSO on Twitter
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