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What is Palo Alto's "highest possible ambition" around
climate change?
Here's your chance to find out—and help shape the answer!

Please join us at Palo Alto’s Climate
Action Summit on January 24—with
Keynote Speaker Mark Mykleby
Palo Alto was one of the first cities in the U.S. to adopt a Climate
Protection Plan in 2007, and work is currently underway to

develop a new plan—in a very different world than 2007. (See Paris story, below.)  The original plan
set out greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction goals to reduce the City's carbon footprint and set it
on a path to a more sustainable future.  What sustainability goals should we set now? 

The City's Sustainability and Climate Action Plan Summit is an opportunity for you to weigh in on this
question and many more—Sunday, Jan. 24 from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the City’s Sustainability and
Climate Action Plan Summit to be held at Jordan Middle School.  The event is free and open to the
public, but registration is required. Doors will open at 12:00 noon for check in.  

The summit will include a keynote address by U.S. Marine Lt. Colonel (retired) Mark Mykleby. He
served as a special strategic assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on the role of climate
change in the U.S. "grand strategy," and is now the founding director of the Strategic Innovation Lab at

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-of-palo-alto-sustainability-and-climate-action-summit-tickets-19717100378


Case Western Reserve University.  You'll also get an introduction to the core ideas and strategies
proposed for the updated Climate Action Plan, and you’ll have the opportunity to share your
perspectives and aspirations in small group discussions on topics including energy and carbon,
transportation and mobility, and water.  

We want to hear from everyone, and hope you’ll join us. Click here to register for the summit—and
forward this newsletter to your friends and neighbors, to get them engaged in the conversation.

And join us the following night at City Hall for the first City Council study session on the plan.

Survey: From Carbon Neutral
Electricity to Carbon Neutral Utility—to
a Carbon Neutral City?
Palo Alto is one of only a handful of places around the world
delivering carbon neutral electricity.  Now that we’ve have

effectively eliminated emissions from the City’s electric portfolio, would you support becoming a carbon
neutral city?

If you live or work in Palo Alto, take this instant survey now at Open City Hall. Help us reflect
community concerns, by making your voice heard.

New Bold Goals: How should Palo Alto
respond to the Paris Climate
Agreement?
The historic global climate agreement reached in at the COP21
conference in Paris this month saw nearly 200 countries agree to
common action on climate. Hundreds of cities and hundreds of
companies are stepping forward with substantive—and in some
cases extremely bold—commitments to reduce their greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions.

As the New York Times summarized:

The Agreement calls for “holding the increase in the global
average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels...

[E]xisting national plans submitted for the conference 'would probably result in an increase
above 3 degrees Celsius.' Note also that 'When countries update their commitments, they will
commit to the “highest possible ambition”.'

What is Palo Alto’s “highest possible ambition”?

 “80% reductions by 2050” is the global reference target—and California’s stated goal. It’s considered
“best practice” and has been targeted by nearly 20 other cities. But it’s a minimal, not a maximal, goal.
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It’s a political consensus based on the “the scientific conclusions that an increase in atmospheric
temperatures of more than 2 degrees Celsius, or 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, would lock the planet into a
future of catastrophic impacts.” It’s a great start, but it’s not enough.

So in the wake of the Paris conference, we may expect to see global expectations shift, and a change
in California climate policy as well.

That’s the context for the conversation that we look forward to having with you, at the January 24th
climate summit, the January 25th Council study session, and beyond.

Please

let us know what you think on Open City Hall,
register for the summit, and
share this invitation with others whom you think should attend.

Stay in Touch!
Please join us for Palo Alto’s Sustainability and Climate Summit
on Sunday, January 24.

You can also share this newsletter with family, friends, neighbors
and colleagues, and encourage them to subscribe today. 

And follow Chief Sustainability Officer Gil Friend on Twitter at
@PaloAltoCSO, for ongoing updates on Palo Alto’s activities and news of sustainability innovations
from around the world.

Thank you!
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