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Join us at the April 20 Earth Day City
Council Session

New Bold Vision for Palo Alto
Come celebrate Earth Day and learn what the City of Palo Alto is
doing to become more resilient, reduce carbon impacts, and
build prosperity in the community. Chief Sustainability Officer Gil
Friend will lead a City Council study session on Monday evening,
April 20. Learn what we’re doing, what we’re planning and what
part you can play in a bold vision for a sustainable Palo Alto.

Click here for more information.

2014: A Look Back--How did we do?
 There’s a lot of good news to report about Palo Alto’s
performance in reducing its greenhouse gas emissions, making
efficient use of resources like energy and water, and delivering a
high level of service to the community.

What does that look like? Here are some examples:

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/46830
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1269


Palo Alto has cut its carbon emissions an estimated 37% from 1990 levels—most significantly
from Palo Alto Utilities’ program to use renewable energy credits to offset emissions from fossil
fuel-based energy—on our way to eliminate fossil generated electricity entirely by 2017.
The City’s Zero Waste initiatives have been successful at keeping construction debris,
recyclable products, and green waste out of the landfill—maintaining a near 80% diversion rate
over the past 4 years.
Total water consumption has declined 16%  from 2013 levels, even before the state’s new
reduction requirements announced last week.

There’s much more to know about Palo Alto’s accomplishments, and the challenges ahead. Please join
us on April 20 from 7:30-9:00 to hear the presentation of the 2015 Earth Day Report to the City
Council, and make your voice heard about the City you want to see—and what you’ll do to make it
happen.

Mobility as a Service
The biggest contributor to Palo Alto’s carbon footprint is
transportation—into, around, and through the city—and we’re not
alone. Every city in Silicon Valley is facing the same challenge:
how can people get where they want to go without having to
drive their car and sit in traffic? Palo Alto is leading the

conversation, both in the region and with cities around the world that are pioneering new ways to think
about transportation.

In February, the City hosted delegates from Finland’s Ministry of Transportation and Communication,
its national innovation agency Tekes, along with Joint Venture Silicon Valley, the Valley Transit
Authority and regional employers to discuss a powerful concept being incubated in Helsinki: Mobility as
a Service (MaaS).

Imagine having a wide range of transportation services (public transit, on demand car services,
municipal shuttles, bike share and more) provided to you so it was always more convenient, cheaper,
and faster than getting into your own car. Helsinki has launched an initial service—a dynamically re-
deployable shuttle system—and the Finns are piloting their first “mobility operators” to build out the
vision. Palo Alto’s new Transportation Management Association is an example of a similar effort
underway here, and there many other public and private sector mobility initiatives in the works.

What would it take for you to shift some or all of your own car trips to another mode of transportation?
What would the service have to provide in order to make it more attractive and enjoyable—and
convenient—for you? We want to hear from you so we can include your ideas as we think about
mobility. Email the Office of Sustainability.

Save the Date: Our Palo Alto 2030: Comprehensive Plan
Summit on May 30

Your City needs to hear your voice. Join us for the
Comprehensive Plan Summit on May 30 at the Mitchell Park
Community Center starting at 8:30 AM. Help kick off the next
phase of the Comprehensive Plan Update, share your ideas for

mailto:scap@cityofpaloalto.org
http://www.paloaltocompplan.org/our-palo-alto-2030-the-summit/


Palo Alto now and in 2030, explore how to build sustainability
into the Comprehensive Plan and help guide Palo Alto’s future. Click here to watch a video about the
Summit.

Connect with Us!
As you can tell, there’s a lot going on. The City operations has
more than 150 sustainability initiatives underway—and that’s not
counting initiatives from our residents, businesses, not-for-profit
organizations, schools and universities.

We’re weaving these initiatives together into a new Sustainability
and Climate Action Plan—our first since 2007—which we’ll preview at the Council study session next
week and hope to bring to Council and community in late June.

Please join us at one or both of these Council meetings—and at the Comp Plan Summit on May 30—to
help evaluate our three scenarios:

meeting the state’s aspirational goal of 80% emissions reduction by 2050;
a more aggressive goal of 80% by 2030, and
the “California moonshot” of 100% carbon neutral by 2025.

None of these scenarios will be easy. Any of them will keep Palo Alto in the forefront of urban
innovation and climate leadership. None of them will happen without you.
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