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Sustainability “Ideas Expo” Round Up

Capacity Crowd at Ideas Expo
75 residents, business people, and neighbors gathered at the
Palo Alto Downtown Library November 18th for a workshop to
gather input on the city’s Sustainability and Climate Action Plan
(S/CAP), now in development. We invited people to bring their
ideas about current or potential programs that could have
significant positive impact on the community and the

environment. To focus their ambitious ideas, Ideas Expo participants were asked to explore what
actions are needed to move from carbon neutral electricity to a carbon neutral city—and whether we
could do it by 2025 (as Copenhagen has already targeted)! Eighteen poster presenters pitched bold
ideas for greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction strategies and a better Palo Alto.

Hot Topics for a Cooler Climate
The 18 projects offered by innovators in the community covered
a wide range of possible solutions. Many of them clustered
around four key themes.

Fuel switching initiatives addressed the need to shift from
carbon-based energy sources (such as natural gas) to
renewable resources (like wind and solar) to power our homes
and vehicles. Transportation and mobility got a lot of people

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/45064


talking. That's where nearly two-thirds of our current carbon footprint. Ideas like mobility-as-a-service
and other ride-sharing platforms were aimed at improving traffic conditions in the city by reducing the
need for people to drive in or through Palo Alto. 

The challenge of how to pay for these programs prompted exploration of innovative financial
strategies, including market solutions to capture the social and environmental costs of climate
impacts. And since nothing happens without community engagement, several projects offered ways
for citizens to upgrade their homes, collaborate with neighbors, receive rebates, and collaborate to help
the City win the $5 million Georgetown Energy Prize. Browse all 18 ideas here. 

Want to propose a project of your own? Send us your ideas at scap@cityofpaloalto.org—and watch for
our new tools that will let you contribute, comment and vote for what you want to see.

What’s Your Commitment for a
Sustainable Palo Alto?
Presenters encouraged Ideas Expo attendees to address
climate impacts at home, as well as at the city and regional
scale. Here are some of the things your neighbors are
committing to do to make Palo Alto a brighter, greener
community:

Leave Your Car at Home: Use transit, commute alternatives like GoPass or walking and biking
where feasible. (Palo Alto is ranked one of most bike friendly cities in US. Did you know that
44% of our high school students bike to school?)
Improve Overall Energy and Water Efficiency: Palo Alto’s electric supply is now 100% carbon
neutral. But you can still make efficiency improvements in your home to lower energy and water
consumption, reduce costs and create a more comfortable living environment. Let Palo Alto
Utilities assist you with free services, energy and water-saving devices and rebates for
upgrading appliances, insulation, heating and cooling equipment. Complete the free Home
Energy Saver audit online to calculate potential savings, and take advantage of Palo Alto’s
SMART Energy Rebate Program.
Conserve Water: Convert your lawn to a garden of beautiful native plants; you can get inspired
by the Demonstration Garden at Lucie Stern.
Make Less Garbage: Compost your kitchen scraps and yard waste—and for more ideas, check
out Zero Waste Palo Alto. 

Connect with Us!
Please stay involved as Palo Alto’s sustainability and climate action plan is
being developed—we welcome your good ideas! For the latest news, follow
our Chief Sustainability Officer on Twitter at @PaloAltoCSO and development
of the plan with hashtag #SCAP. Check out this video of CSO Gil Friend’s
study session with City Council from December 8—the segment starts about
14 minutes in. And be sure to come to the April 20 City Council meeting,
when we’ll present our annual Earth Day report on the City’s sustainability
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