
Put People First 
(not cars)

SHOPPING BY BICYCLE
Shopping trips made up 34% of all trips made by Copenhageners 
in 2009 and the bicycle’s share of these trips was 27%. In 2025, 
there will be a standardised and reoccurring campaign directed 
at encouraging more shopping by bicycle. The campaigns will 
be supplemented with minor physical improvements (bike-thru 
shopping and parking, for example). The efforts will be done in 
collaboration with local businesses and citizens. On shopping 
streets, bicycle parking is included in the design from the beginning. 

CARGO BIKE PARKING
17% of Copenhagen families have a cargo bike. Cargo bikes are especially 
used for transporting children and shopping and they are often an alternative 
to having a car. One fourth of all cargo bike owners say that their cargo 
bike is a direct replacement for a car. In 2025 there will be excellent parking 
facilities for cargo bikes outside of homes, institutions and shops. In addition, 
cargo bikes will be an integral part of Copenhagen’s City Logisitics system. 
Pilot projects for cargo bike parking will be replaced by standard solutions 
developed in collaboration with businesses, home-owner associations and 
developers.

IN 2011
Requirements for bicycle parking for new buildings – including cargo bike 
parking – have been included in the “Municipal Plan 2011”. It has been 
decided to develop and implement more cargo bike parking in 2012-2013. 

The streets in 2025 can handle rush hour, peak shopping hours, 
evening life and night activities. By using ITS (Intelligent Traffic 
System), the street is transformed from being static to being 
dynamic. LED lights in the asphalt signal which transport form has 
priority and when. Certain stretches, for example, can be made one-
way for cars for some periods of the day, just as cycle tracks can be 
widened during the morning rush hour by taking over space from 
the sidewalk. The sidewalks can then be widened during the middle 
of the day when there are more pedestrians and fewer cyclists. By 
letting the street follow the natural rhythm of the city and not vice 
versa, there will be more vitality and a more pleasant urban space. 

The bicycle is a flexible and space-saving transport 
form that both invites more city life, as well as 
contributes to it. Especially in densely-populated 
areas, the bicycle provides the easiest access to shops, 
homes, workplaces and educational institutions. 
In addition, bicycles takes up much less space in 
the city compared with other transport forms. By 
encouraging more people to ride bicycles, we free up 
more space for city life for everyone. 

In The City of Cyclists in 2025, more city streets are 
designed with pedestrians and cyclists in mind. The 
many cyclists contribute to a more liveable city that 
is rich in experiences. Switching between walking 
and cycling is easy and effortless and there is even 
more space in the city for recreation. It is easy to 
shop by bicycle and there are excellent parking 
facilities – including for cargo bikes – and there is 
room for everyone on the cycle tracks when it is 
needed.

CITY LIFE
FROM A TO B
IN 2025

IN 2011
Funding has been allocated to ITS solutions for cyclists. Pilot projects 
with LED lights embedded in the asphalt, perhaps with alternating 
use of space like virtual bus stop islands (2012-2013).

IN 2011
Dialogue is established with large chain stores and shopping centres 
regarding improvements in bicycle parking.

THE RHYTHM OF THE STREET
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Parklets

Bus Rapid Transit on El 
Camino and Middlefield

Painted & protected bike 
boulevards throughout the city

Frequent local transit coordinated between VTA, 
shuttles, Caltrain, SamTrans, & Marguerite

LED lighting for bike lanes & transit

Car-free Downtown

Prioritized & secure bike routes

Bike Share locations every six blocks

Gas car registration 
fee, revenue pays for 
transit

2025 GOAL:  
50% of  all  

intra-city trips  
by bicycle


