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The CITY OF PALO 
ALTO RegIOnAL 
WATeR QuALITY 
COnTROL PLAnT 

CLeAns

OF WAsTeWATeR 
eveRY dAY TO 
PROTeCT sAn 

FRAnCIsCO BAY. 

SolidS incineration         
and aSh diSpoSal 
Incineration will soon be 
replaced with a more environ-
mentally-friendly process.

diScharge to San 
FranciSco Bay and 
renzel MarSh
20 hours after the process starts, 
more than 99% of the pollutants 
from human waste have been 
removed. The treated water is 
released to Palo Alto Baylands.

recycled Water
1 million gallons of recycled water is 
generated daily for irrigation on golf 
courses and landscaping. Recycled 
water receives additional filtration 
and chlorine treatment before use. 

step 2. sCReeNING
Wastewater is screened to 
remove larger items like tampons 
condoms and single-use wipes 
that should not be flushed.

step 6. 
UltRavIolet 
DIsINfeCtIoN 
UV light kills 
pathogens.

visit cleanbay.org for a short video of the wastewater   
      treatment process, to sign up for a RWQCp tour, or         
         learn about other efforts to protect san francisco Bay.

step 1. WasteWateR DRaINs 
from bathrooms, kitchens, and 
industrial facilities to the RWQCP 
in underground pipes via gravity.

20 million 
gallons

Without modern 
wastewater 

treatment the 
Bay’s fish, birds, 
mammals and 
plant life could 
not survive and 

the Bay would be 
unsafe for people 
to enjoy. Here’s 

how wastewater 
treatment works:

step 3. settlING
Smaller waste particles 
settle out from 
wastewater in large 
sedimentation tanks.

step 4. MICRooRGaNIsMs MUNCH!  
Trillions of bacteria, fungi and other 
microorganisms consume carbon and 
ammonia from the wastewater. 

step 5. 
fIltRatIoN
Wastewater moves 
through coal and 
sand filters that 
remove particles as 
fine as one micron. 
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