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LETTER OF MAP AMENDMENT and 
REVISION (LOMA/LOMR) 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has recently made significant changes to the procedure for 
obtaining a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) OR A Letter of Map Revision (LOMR). In this handout we will 
attempt to provide some meaningful general information. For the most part, LOMAs and LOMRs are a process 
mostly involving the property owner and FEMA. The role of the City of Palo Alto is quite limited. Consequently, the 
City cannot guarantee the accuracy or currency of the information in this handout. 

LOMAs and LOMRs have the effect of removing either a structure or an entire property from a Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA), based on the elevation of the ground. In effect, the applicant must prove to FEMA's 
satisfaction that their structure is located on ground high enough that the structure will be on its own little 
"island" during the so-called Base Flood. The basic difference between a LOMA and a LOMR is that the LOMR is 
based on a ground elevation created by the addition of fill to the property since the date of the first Flood 
Insurance Rate map (February 15, 1980, for Palo Alto). 

Please note that the floor elevation is not a factor in removing a structure from the SFHA -only the 
appropriate ground elevation is relevant. 

FEMA breaks LOMAs and LOMRs into the following categories: 

• Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): FEMA verifies that applicant's land, or at least the land
immediately adjacent to the structure is high enough to be above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE).

• Conditional Letter of Map Amendment (CLOMA): Same as LOMA, but issued in advance of construction.
When Construction is complete, appropriate as-built data must be supplied to FEMA for a permanent
LOMA to be issued.

• Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F): Similar to a LOMA, but based on fill added since the first
FIRM date. LOMRs require that the elevation of the lowest floor, including a basement, be above the Base
Flood Elevation.

• Conditional Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (CLOMR-F): An advance LOMR, prior to placement of
fill; as-built information must be supplied at completion of construction for issuance of a permanent
LOMR.

• Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) and Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): Used for larger
projects involving fill where more general flood plain boundary changes might be involved. These are not
usually applicable to individual small property owners.

FEMA will require a number of documents to be submitted as part of the application for a LOMA or LOMR. 
Attached are some forms and instructions that can be utilized for the above application process. 
For   more   information   on   the   above   process,   check   out   the   FEMA   website   at: 
http://www.fema.gov/p lan/prevent/fhm/ fine  loma. shtm#O 

This publication is intended to be an informal means of informing the public about a government process.   Although it is assumed the 
information provided is accurate, this sheet only provides an overview and is not intended to create any sort of legal obligation on the 
City's part.   The actual process is governed by City ordinances, regulations and procedures which implement relevant provisions of the 

Code of Federal Regulations.   The reader should make specific inquiry for specific cases. 
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