
From: gardenkitsorc@yahoo.com
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Fw: MIDTOWN POETRY WALL RESTORATION
Date: Monday, November 14, 2022 7:39:33 PM

You don't often get email from gardenkitsorc@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

This wall and the Midtown Community Garden goes hand and hand with the history of
it's residents....I am Leland...sometime also known as Midtown Maintenance,
started in 1995 with the Bay Area Action group, former PA Mayor Peter Drekmier our
lead into "environmental correction", Also about the same time as our East
Palo Alto's Historical and Agricultural Society's Community Garden in historic Charles
Weeks Colony...There's  something very historically warming about Midtown
Palo Alto and, as an historian in the Ravenswood Community, we must realign the
good, starting with and ending with this type of poetic expression, the wording
within all six expressions should not be permitted to blemish for another ten years and
on and on...Upon my arrival to the Midtown Community from Oakland, 
I met our hardware store owner of Peninsula Hardware, he gave me a discount on all
purchases, The demolition of Wells Fargo Bank, I participated in that...
I remember Bergman Dept. Store, I remember the Collective market, it's called
Walgreens today... I went on to Mtn. View with Midtown Maintenance and invented 
a line of gardenkit's product's for the children...Pumpkin Factories and Apple Stores. If
we were to summon the Bay Area Action team from yesterday, 100's would 
show-up to help restore that wonderful wall because it has no other mission but to
remind us, there still exist friendly neighbors...Above the call of duty and excellent 
job with MRA...Annette!

Leland Francois dba
Midtown Maintenance
Ravenswood Gardenkit's Products
UN Association from Oakland
650 461 0276 gardenkitsorc@yahoo.com

GROUP 1-6

mailto:gardenkitsorc@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
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From: Kyrie Robinson
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Mural
Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2022 11:58:56 AM

[You don't often get email from kyrierobinson28@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I am writing to implore you to save the midtown mural!  We have so few installations in Palo Alto that remind us of
the town’s long history.  I grew up half here in Palo Alto (with my mom) and half in Concord, MA (with my dad)
where evidence of the long arm of history was everywhere.  (And yes, I remember when that stretch of Middlefield
had the old Co-Op grocery).  We need more of that evidence of history in Palo Alto to keep us grounded.

What I have always loved about the poetry is how evocative it is of a different era of Palo Alto, of cows and groves
of trees.

As I raise my children in Palo Alto, I want them to feel the permanence of this place.  Silicon Valley is always about
today, tomorrow.  It can be exhausting.  Sometimes we need a little nostalgia, a little history, for the sense of peace
it can bring.

Please save the murals!

I will be traveling and cannot attend the Thursday night meeting, but I beg you to do all in your power to save this
bit of our history.

Kyrie Robinson
3340 Bryant St.
Resident since age 5, 1974

mailto:kyrierobinson28@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Charlie Williams
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2022 4:51:23 PM

You don't often get email from chas_williams@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Palo Alto Art Commissioners,

It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry
wall and possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the Poetry wall is an important
part of Midtown, and I want to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall
restored for the foreseeable future for 8-10 year.

This art has brightened my day for many years. Whoever thought to do this was a
genius.

Thanks you for consideration.

cheers....Charlie Williams, 310 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto

mailto:chas_williams@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Harriet Benson
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown poetry wall
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 7:12:30 PM

[You don't often get email from drhbenson@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Palo Alto Art Commissioners:
I understand it is time to repair the building wall with the lovely
poetry on Middlefield and possibly remove the art.  I like the Poetry
wall!  It was my first introduction to that poetry form, and I enjoy
reading it every time I pass by--which is often since I frequent the
Palo Alto Cafe.  Please vote to restore the poetry art when the wall is
restored.
Thank you,
Harriet Benson, Ph.D.
2825 Ramona St.

mailto:drhbenson@comcast.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jackie Wheeler
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Friday, November 11, 2022 7:02:09 PM

You don't often get email from jackiew41@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I find delight in the wonderful poetry wall in Midtown.  It is nice for a breather in a hectic life--good
to stop and reflect. Palo Alto needs more not less places with Art, Poetry, words to ponder.  I
understand that the Commission has voted to decommission the Poetry Wall.  What a shame to
remove something that is meaningful. I support a reversal of the decision and a new decision to
repair any and all problems.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 

               Jackie Wheeler
Jackie Wheeler
3956 Nelson Court

mailto:jackiew41@hotmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: paula rugg
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 6:44:55 PM

You don't often get email from bonnie94306@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Members of the Palo Alto Art Commission,

As a long time resident of Midtown, I like the poetry wall next to Baskin and Robbins. It is unique and
colorful.
I urge you to have the wall repaired so Midtown residents and visitors can enjoy this public artwork for
years to come.

Thank you.

Paula Rugg
486 Dymond Court
Palo Alto.

mailto:bonnie94306@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Sampath Srinivas
To: PAC
Subject: Please keep midtown poetry wall
Date: Saturday, November 12, 2022 9:47:45 AM

You don't often get email from sam82194@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Pac folks,

I've lived in midtown for 20 years and like having the poetry wall. Let's keep it! It's gentle and
nice.

Sam
784 Loma Verde Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94303

mailto:sam82194@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jeffrey Hook
To: PAC
Subject: Please preserve the Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Sunday, November 13, 2022 12:17:33 PM

You don't often get email from tribaljeff51@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable Commissioners,

I understand the Commission has voted to have the Midtown Poetry Wall removed. 
Apparently the paint is peeling and/or blistering, and something must be done to prevent the
installation falling into ruin.

I support public art of this nature.  It is a chance for local artists to publicly express thoughts
focused on our community.  I think when people see the wall, or are even just aware of it, they
feel closer kinship with neighbors, other residents of the city, and people everywhere.   If a
blank wall or one subject to random graffiti are the alternatives, I strongly prefer an
installation like the current wall, which we can think of as a very slow moving chyron for
expressing the backstory of community.

The current installation has been in place for twenty years.  I might favor an installation whose
messages were replaced every two years, to allow more artists a voice and to increase
community interest.

Given what the city spends on consultants each year, I think a budget of ~$10K annually is
very reasonable to achieve this unique form of community engagement.

Thank you,

Jeffrey Hook
381 Oxford Ave.
Palo Alto

mailto:tribaljeff51@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Zoe Mount
To: PAC
Subject: Please save the midtown murals
Date: Thursday, November 17, 2022 10:41:01 AM

You don't often get email from zoeumount@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Art Commission,
   I live in Midtown (off Loma Verde near Middlefield) and would love it if you could save the
murals in the shopping center.  I love looking at them!
Zoë

-- 

Zoë Mount, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
(650) 996-6042
zoe@zoemount.com
http://zoemount.com

mailto:zoeumount@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:zoe@zoemount.com
http://zoemount.com/


From: Celina Tracy
To: PAC
Subject: Save poetry wall!
Date: Thursday, November 17, 2022 7:00:28 AM

[You don't often get email from cptracy@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To Whom it May Concern:

I am a home owner and have lived in midtown Palo Alto for 22 years. I have raised my 3 children here too. When
my children were little we used to walk by the Poetry Wall and read the sweet poems and talk about them. It’s
always been a fun reminder of how playful and thoughtful poetry can be. The poetry is written by locals and their
midtown experiences. Knowing a couple of the local poets featured on the wall gives it even more meaning.

I can’t imagine why The City of Palo Alto would want to change the Poetry Wall. After living in places like Chico
and Berkeley, one thing is for sure Palo Alto has the least public art of the three and it is in dire need of more. Why
can’t the $$ for a new mural be used somewhere else? Like a mural downtown Palo Alto. We need more Art around
badly. We do not need to replace loved murals with new murals in the same spot. Instead of covering a much loved
Poetry wall written by locals please consider using the Public Art money to fund a new mural in a different location
that needs it.

Our Public Art in Palo Alto feels almost nonexistent. Please consider visiting other cities like Chico and Berkeley to
see how other cities show the people who live and visit their city that Art is important to the culture of their city.
Without Art there is no culture or soul and Palo Alto feels more and more soulless these days. Please preserve any
little bits of soul we have left and leave the Poetry Wall for many more families to enjoy and learn from.

Thank you for your service.
Celina Tracy
650-346-5898

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cptracy@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Najman Mahbouba
To: PAC; DeMarzo, Elise
Subject: To Learn More About Palo Alto"s Public Art Program
Date: Saturday, November 5, 2022 3:11:56 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from najmanmahbouba@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Public Art Commission, 

I'm a member of the Los Gatos Arts & Culture Commission (ACC). I'm reaching out to learn more about
Palo Alto's  Public Art program.

My ACC colleagues and I are contacting neighboring towns/cities to gather data on the history, mandates,
initiatives, and operating frameworks of area arts/culture commissions. This outreach will inform a
proposal the ACC is preparing to present to the Los Gatos town council to make the case for dedicating
sustained Public arts funding in the town's budget.

If you have a few minutes to share information on the history, mandate, and activities of  Palo Alto's Art
Commission then I am happy to speak with you by phone - my mobile: 408-385-5345. Please call anytime
convenient for you. If you would prefer to over email, then please email me answers to the questions
below and any include any additional advice and information you wish to share. These responses would
greatly aid Los Gatos in receiving more Public Art funding from the town and are deeply appreciated. If
you have any questions please reach out to me. 

(If you chose to reply to the questions or call, please aim to do so before November 12)

Thank you in advance for your time and attention.

With gratitude,
Najman Mahbouba

Questions:
Can you share a very brief history/timeline of your city's public arts program?

What is spending per year on public arts initiatives?

What are main sources of funding by percentage (e.g. 80% general fund, 
20%grants, XX% donations, etc)?

Do you work with any other funding partners other than your city 
government?

On average, how many arts initiatives are completed each year?

How many arts initiatives have been completed in your city since your program 
began?

mailto:najmanmahbouba@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Elise.DeMarzo@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: Linda Henigin
To: PAC
Subject: Fwd: Artist Call for Code:ART 2023 - deadline November 15!
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2022 2:12:34 PM

You don't often get email from linda@brail.org. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Public Art Commission,

I vote to commission a new mural now. I think the poetry wall is too dense - I tune it out now. Too many
words to read on too big a space, and I want drivers paying attention to pedestrians, bikers and other
cars, and not to the artwork :)

cheers,
Linda
Edgewood Drive

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Palo Alto Public Art Program <denise.laxendizazzo@cityofpaloalto.org>
Date: Thu, Nov 3, 2022 at 12:30 PM
Subject: Artist Call for Code:ART 2023 - deadline November 15!
To: <linda@brail.org>

e-news

November 2022

CALL FOR ARTISTS, INVENTORS, DESIGNERS, TECHNOLOGISTS

Submit qualifications for Code:ART 2023!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qL8dlQ06a2wDP39-raV87CW35pm2Et1bSGAd3cuIoaldecKaS0d0lCUPe2r6vV6O5KFfW2n_5_anQ91Nmwe_5zCRLMcK15cp0H7DzOQkF1nA7M94BsIyrcPZ-JfZqBBW3ExhZoYJcwqc3mWcM8KyaNOzichOkdPdCwjrL28mcYTqm4Bn9dq_A_jHjY86AViiXGe8VAVshRFBT5suYIVsd0EoIiOcZGeRDrbvG-SxTyNVAC_Kq9tNLg==&c=zCHo5Mut9XNgA7zA80a245Gh55pfD9DoOWC2mao_StXL7Bu_rRmTVQ==&ch=Rg7duK6Iirrj_C04TsPRu0563BWL3aJDnt3tiNH11lRcVwEBeO08FQ==
mailto:linda@brail.org
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:denise.laxendizazzo@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:linda@brail.org


From: Louise Yeung Furutsuki
To: PAC; loufurut@yahoo.com
Subject: Letter for Nov 12: Appeal to fix and retain Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2022 4:06:35 PM

You don't often get email from loufurut@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear PAC,

I am writing to voice my concern regarding potential treatment options of the
blistering of  the Midtown poetry wall outside Walgreens/Como Esta facing 
Baskin Robbins.

As a liaison between Midtown residents and businesses, I and the business
owners do view the poetry wall as a long time symbolic art woven into the appeal 
of Midtown Business Shopping Center. It gives a little "literary flair" to this
old shopping district.

All of us in Midtown do not see a reason to replace it with some other art form.
There is already a mural outside CVS with drawings of diversity. Any new
drawing may disrupt the history of Midtown Shopping district. 

So our preference is for the blistering to be repaired and the poetry wall
to stand as is for good. If there is any help from Midtown Residents Association
to fulfill this wish, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Louise Y Furutsuki                          
Midtown Business Liaison
Midtown Residents Association
loufurut@yahoo.com

mailto:loufurut@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:loufurut@yahoo.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Alex Comsa
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Monday, October 31, 2022 5:21:57 PM

You don't often get email from contact@votealexcomsa.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the Palo Alto Public Art Commissioners: 

As a candidate for Palo Alto City Council, I hear many issues that are important to
the neighborhoods.
One issue that I am concerned about is the debate about the future of the Midtown
Poetry Wall - an issue that I personally care about.  I visit Midtown frequently,
especially enjoying ice cream at Baskins Robin’s with my youngest son. 
My entire family enjoys the Midtown mural, and I ask that you fund the restoration
of the art. 

During the campaign, I have talked to many Midtown residents and other Palo
Altans who
are attached to the wall and feel strongly the poetry wall should be preserved. 

I would love to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall restored. Thank
you in advance. 

Sincerely, 
Alex Comsa

mailto:contact@votealexcomsa.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: annecribbs
To: PAC
Cc: Anne Warner Cribbs
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 5:20:18 PM

To Palo Alto Art Commissioners,

I am a long time resident of Midtown, and I so appreciate the Poetry Wall and its history.  I understand that
you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry wall and potentially remove the art.  For me, the
Poetry Wall was and is an important part of Midtown and a reflection of the Midtown community.

I love to see it as I run into the UPS store and enjoy an ice cream at Baskin and Robbins. I urge you to fix
the structural issues which caused the problem and repair the wall to its original beauty. 

Please work with the resources in our great  community to repair and restore the wall for the future. Thank
you.

Anne W. Cribbs, OLY
2450 Agnes Way
Palo Alto, CA 94303
650.323.9400

mailto:acribbs@basoc.org
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:acribbs@basoc.org


From: Annette Glanckopf
To: PAC
Cc: Kou, Lydia
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2022 9:29:14 AM

You don't often get email from annette_g@att.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the PAC Commissioners

The future of the Midtown Poetry wall is of great interest to Midtown
and our residents.   Listening to the video, I feel that there is not
a complete understanding of the past history of this work of art.
or the Midtown involvement. 

I was the Chair of Midtown Residents Association, when we 
requested public art from the commission and received funding.
I was an integral part of the process and team to select the
art. 

There has little to no outreach to the Midtown community.
To this end, I offer to meet any of the PAC commissioner at the wall 
to respond to questions and to provide its history. 

Please contact me directly, 
Annette Glanckopf
650-321-8933
Vice Chair Midtown Resident Association

mailto:annette_g@att.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Lydia.Kou@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Arthur Keller
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2022 2:58:48 PM

[You don't often get email from info@adobemeadow.org. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Keep the Midtown poetry wall or restore it, if necessary.

Best regards,
Arthur Keller
on behalf of the board of the Adobe Meadow Neighborhood Association

mailto:info@adobemeadow.org
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Dena Hill
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 10:09:14 AM

You don't often get email from dena.goldberg@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry
wall and possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the Poetry wall is an important
part of Midtown, and I want to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall
restored for the foreseeable future for 8-10 year. Thank you in advance. 

My own notes: I live in midtown and see this wall almost every day when I go for
coffee at Palo Alto Cafe, pick up prescriptions for my parents at CVS, a new lipstick
for myself at Walgreens, ship packages at the UPS store or just as I'm driving by. It
would be great if we could keep it.

Thank you!

dena hill

mailto:dena.goldberg@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: E Nigenda
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Monday, November 7, 2022 3:16:25 PM

You don't often get email from enigenda1@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Public Art Commissioners,

I am sad to learn that you have decommissioned the poetry wall in Midtown.  I hope you will
reconsider this decision as the poems are delightfully whimsical and never fail to bring a smile
to my face.  I realize the wall has some blisters and needs to be restored.  I hope this can be
done while saving this beloved piece of art in Midtown so that it continues to bring joy to
residents for many years to come.

Thank you for considering my request,
Esther Nigenda

mailto:enigenda1@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Faith Brigel
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Sunday, November 6, 2022 4:33:05 PM

[You don't often get email from faithwb2@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Public Art Commission,
I only recently heard that you are considering removing  the Midtown Poetry Wall. Why? Why would you do that?
I pride myself on knowing a little  bit about art.

My father was an art collector and knew a lot about art.  Most Sunday afternoons, he would take me to the art
galleries
in Montreal and Toronto where I lived as a child. And he would talk to me about the art.
I have noticed that in general, there is much more art in Palo Alto North than there is in Midtown.
We need to save and cherish the few pieces of art that we have here in Midtown.
If the Poetry Wall needs a little maintenance then let's do that. Let's just improve it.
It actually is less expensive to just maintain it rather than removing the whole thing and possibly at some point
in the future adding a new mural.

I believe that none of the members of the Public Art Commission live in Midtown.
And so I can understand that none of you have the same feeling of pride that we who live here do.

I request that you do not remove the Midtown Poetry Wall, but just maintain it.

Thank you for your consideration,

Faith W. Brigel

mailto:faithwb2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Fern Geschwind
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: MIDTOWN POETRY WALL
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 8:57:55 PM

You don't often get email from fern31940@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To: Palo Alto Art Commissioners
From: Fern Geschwind

I understand that you have voted to decommission the  Midtown Poetry Wall and remove the
art.  
I have been a Palo Alto mid-town resident  for 41 years.
 The Poetry wall is a historical and integral part of the Midtown community.
 Please reconsider and have  the Midtown Poetry Wall restored for a 
minimum  10 years. 

Thank you.
Fern Geschwind
700 Ames Avenue
Palo Alto,CA 94303

mailto:fern31940@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
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From: Gerry Gras
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 6:49:22 PM

[You don't often get email from gerrygras@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Sirs,

I have heard that you are planning to remove the Midtown Poetry Art.  I
think that would be unfortunate.  i hope you reconsider and leave it as is.

Thank you,

Gerald Gras
278 Campesino Avenue
Palo Alto

mailto:gerrygras@earthlink.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: John Edwards
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 8:59:19 AM

You don't often get email from drjedwards@prodigy.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To Palo Alto Art Commissioners
It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry
wall and possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the Poetry wall is an important
part of Midtown, and I want to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall
restored for the foreseeable future for 8-10 year. Thank you in advance. 

John Edwards
Long time Palo Alto Resident
Midtown Palo Alto

mailto:drjedwards@prodigy.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Judith Wasserman
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2022 4:54:31 PM

You don't often get email from jwarqiteq@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council -

I am writing in defense of the Midtown Poetry Wall, a piece in the permanent collection. I was
on the Public Art Commission when this piece was commissioned; it is one of the few
artworks south of Oregon Expressway and the only one created with citizen participation -
truly “public” art.

I was our understanding as commissioners that the collection was assumed to be maintained. It
is poor public policy to de-commission work because the city has not maintained it properly.
Please defend and maintain our public art!

Thank you!
Judith Wasserman

751 Southampton Drive
Palo Alto CA 94303 
650 321-1987 

mailto:jwarqiteq@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: lchiapella@juno.com
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette; mimi.wolf@gmail.com; midtownresidentsassociation@gmail.com; Council, City
Subject: Midtown POETRY WALL
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 10:51:20 PM

You don't often get email from lchiapella@juno.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Art Commissioners;
 
Apparently deaccession of the Poetry Wall in Midtown has already occurred.   When was this
item noticed in the newspaper?  Although I am a long time member of Midtown Residents
Association (MRA), I do not recall any notice concerning time and date of this item on your
agenda.  
 
Midtown is a neglected commercial area in Palo Alto.  The Poetry Wall is a bright, colorful
and cheery respite from the blank walls and neglected streetscape.  Now it appears that we will
lose the poems and add another blank wall to Midtown. 
 
Until the Art Commission comes up with a plan to enliven our South Palo Alto commercial
areas with art, I believe that the poetry wall should be redone for the relatively small amount
of money mentioned, rather than installing temporary art pieces that are gone in a couple of
months.  A poem should grace the blank first panel of the wall nearest  to Middlefield Road.

It is noticeable that there is little to no outreach by the Art Commission to MRA or Midtown
businesses in terms of using art to refresh and enhance our 1950's commercial areas.  Are any
commissioners from or familiar with South Palo Alto commercial areas? 
 
Please consider the staff recommendation to redo the wall.
 
Lynn Chiapella
 
 

mailto:lchiapella@juno.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Parissa Mohamadi
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 8:05:18 PM

You don't often get email from parissa_mohamadi@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To Palo Alto Art Commissioners:

It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the
Midtown Poetry wall and possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the
Poetry wall is an important part of Midtown, and I want to see the wall
repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall restored for the foreseeable future
for 8-10 year. 

Thank you in advance. 

Parissa Mohamadi
Palo Alto (Midtown) Resident

mailto:parissa_mohamadi@yahoo.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: R W
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Friday, October 28, 2022 7:07:54 PM

You don't often get email from regakan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To members of the Public Art Commission,

I understand from Annette Glanckopf of the Midtown neighborhood association that you have
decided
to destroy a cherished part of our neighborhood, our poetry wall.  My favorite piece is "A Tree
Calls Out,"
which always moves me as I walk by.

It seems that not only have you decided to destroy something that means a lot to us, but also
that you have done so without consulting the residents of this neighborhood.
Ms Glanckopf has indicated that her attempts to communicate with you on our behalf were
rebuffed.
Neither were the artists who created the graphics consulted or even notified.

This strikes me as high handed and disrespectful to our neighborhood.  It is a most
inappropriate exercise of your authority in my view.
I ask that you please reverse this decision on November 17.

Sincerely,

Rega Wood
3310 Thomas Dr.
Palo Alto

mailto:regakan@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Robin Jeffries
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Monday, October 31, 2022 9:47:09 AM

You don't often get email from robin@jeffries.org. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I live in Midtown, very near the Walgreens, and see the poetry wall all the time.  I understand
you are in the midst of making a plan for repairing that wall.  I would like to see the wall
surface replaced with new poems by children in Palo Alto (presumably by some sort of
competition or other open process).  And I'd like to see this done on a regular basis -- maybe
every 10 to 15 years.    Having more children have an opportunity to contribute their ideas of
what makes Palo Alto special would be a wonderful thing.

The children who wrote the current poems are all grown by now, probably don't even live in
the area, and their families have had lots of time to take photos of the wall, which would be
much more meaningful in the long term than the wall itself.  In fact, having the wall
professionally photographed, if it wasn't done when the art was new, is important for
historical purposes.  

I recognise that mine is only one opinion out of many (and I have very vocal neighbors who
disagree with this idea), but I hope you will take my thoughts into consideration as you plan to
update this mural.

Robin Jeffries

mailto:robin@jeffries.org
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: RONALD OWES
To: PAC
Subject: : Midtown Poetry wall
Date: Monday, November 7, 2022 9:57:15 AM

You don't often get email from ronow1@msn.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

  
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
To Palo Alto Art Commissioners
It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry wall and
possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the Poetry wall is an important part of Midtown,
and I want to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall restored for the foreseeable
future. Thank you in advance. 

Ron Owes, Midtown resident

mailto:ronow1@msn.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: chartrand
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 5:23:29 PM

You don't often get email from chartrand@att.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Palo Alto Art Commissioners,

This is the second time I've written to you about the poetry wall at the Midtown shopping
center. Meanwhile, you have voted to decommission the poetry wall and possibly remove the
art.  As I said in my first email, I feel strongly that the poetry wall is an important part of
Midtown and a long-standing community landmark. I want to see the wall repaired and the
poetry murals restored in a way that extends the life of the artwork for  8-10 years. 

There is no other public art in this part of Midtown. The poetry wall has history here. Many
people view it every day, including lots of teenagers who frequent the shopping center after
school. This artwork should remain and be cared for.

Thank you,
Sabra Chartrand 
Rosewood Dr.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:chartrand@att.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6960f81725c340be98e02a8446c4a23c-AnnetteGlan
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Sue Thiemann
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 9:37:42 AM

You don't often get email from thiemann@sonic.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To Palo Alto Art Commissioners,

It has come to my attention that you have voted to decommission the Midtown Poetry
wall and possibly remove the art.  I feel strongly that the Poetry wall is an important
part of Midtown, and I want to see the wall repaired and the Midtown Poetry Wall
restored for the foreseeable future for 8-10 year.

 Thank you in advance. 
Sue Thiemann

mailto:thiemann@sonic.net
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Oliver Miao
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown Pottery wall
Date: Friday, October 28, 2022 5:36:17 PM

[You don't often get email from olivermiao@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear art commission,

The Northern part of Midtown has very few pieces of art and the Midtown poetry wall adds a creative flair that is
often lacking in this part of Palo Alto. Please consider repairing and keeping the mural.

Sincerely,

Oliver Miao

mailto:olivermiao@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: V.H. Stinger
To: PAC
Subject: Midtown"s Poetry Wall
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2022 3:06:51 PM

You don't often get email from vhs101@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners:

Thank you  for your deliberation on the Poetry Wall and for this opportunity to comment on the Wall.  I
have quite enjoyed having the Poetry Wall on the Walgreens building.  When it was first installed, it was
colorful and engaging.  The Wall gave identity to Midtown.  Sadly, however, the Wall is showing its age. 
The paint is peeling and the poetry has run its course. 

Commissioning a new mural for Walgreens would be a sound and an exciting option for the
neighborhood.  It would be a prudent investment of funds;  it would give contemporary artists a venue; it
would be a boost for Midtown morale.

I hope the Commission agrees and an RFP can go out to artists and neighborhood groups promptly.

Regards,

Valerie

Valerie Hunt Stinger
721 Christine Drive 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
U.S.A 

vhs101@yahoo.com

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user4cd1b28c
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From: victor garcia
To: PAC
Subject: Palo Alto Public Art
Date: Friday, November 4, 2022 4:10:18 PM

You don't often get email from victormonocrew@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Commission a new mural now :)

Monocrew

 monocrew 97.pdf

mailto:victormonocrew@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: M. S.
To: PAC
Subject: Please save our poetry wall
Date: Monday, October 31, 2022 12:03:42 AM

You don't often get email from maureenroddy@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Art Commission,

I am writing to ask that you please restore the Midtown Palo Alto poetry wall, after the wall
has been repaired. The poetry is beautiful and has been enjoyed by local families for many
years as we visit the ice cream shop, Como Está Taqueria, and other local businesses. My
children and I enjoyed the poems over ice cream and had fun picking our favorite ones. I
remembering feeling grateful to our city for including poetry in our public spaces. Downtown
Palo Alto and California Avenue each have lovely public art. Our midtown shopping area does
not have much public art, which makes our poetry wall even more cherished. I especially love
that the poems teach our children to pause and think about the beauty of the nature,
community, gratitude, family, bicycling and gardens - well chosen topics for our children and
families. My favorite poem was written by Palo Alto’s late poet and librarian, Sharon Olson: 

Camino del Medio
From here the road winds down to Mayfield slough.
Round up the cows you want to save
and leave them standing in this middle field.

I remember reading that poem over chocolate ice cream with my children and telling them
about the old town of Mayfield that used to be here, as well as the fields, cows and then the
orchards that came later. I told them about Sharon, who was a great librarian for our town for
many years. How many other parents have stopped with their children to read those poems
together all because the city was generous and wise enough to leave us lovely, accessible
poems right next to our ice cream shop? Our poetry wall enriches the lives of local families -
please don’t take that away.

Sincerely,
Maureen Roddy
Midtown, Palo Alto

mailto:maureenroddy@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Joan Plastiras
To: PAC
Subject: Poetry on Midtown wall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 9:53:30 AM

You don't often get email from joanplastiras@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Public Art Commission,

I have always enjoyed seeing the poetry on the Midtown wall as it is something special and
thought provoking for Palo Alto residents to consider.

I like it for the same reasons I like the Palo Alto Roasting Coffee Shop and
other establishments: it is local and different from what is offered by other cities.

Please consider preserving it!

Thanks,
Joan
Resident at 967 Dennis Drive, Palo Alto

DISCLAIMER: E-mails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting
transactions via electronic means nor create a binding contract until and unless a written
contract is signed by the parties.

Joan Plastiras, Real Estate Broker, Realtor, CCIM, DRE #01743057
Prospect Properties
t: 650.494.1807
c: 650.269.8797

mailto:joanplastiras@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Mary Jo Levy
To: PAC
Subject: poetry on Midtown Wall
Date: Friday, October 28, 2022 4:48:50 PM

[You don't often get email from mjlevy612@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hello Public Art Commission,
It is my understanding that the mural with poetry in Midtown needs repair. The poetic sentiments are so wonderful
and perfect for this area of town, which has very little, if any other, art work.  My hope is that the commission will
restore the poetry after the wall is repaired.

Sincerely,
Mary Jo Levy
Midtown resident

mailto:mjlevy612@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Brigid Barton
To: PAC
Cc: Glanckopf, Annette
Subject: Poetry wall at Midtown
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2022 12:31:58 PM

[You don't often get email from brigidbartonart@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Commissioners,
  This is the second time I have written to you as a former two term commissioner about the poetry wall at Midtown.
Our commission sponsored the project and it was NEVER intended to be “temporary”.  Do at least try to raise local
funds to restore this much beloved neighborhood landmark!
Sincerely,

Brigid Barton, professor emerita at Santa Clara University

Sent from my iPad

mailto:brigidbartonart@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Stacey Ashlund
To: PAC
Subject: Poetry wall
Date: Saturday, November 5, 2022 5:30:11 PM

You don't often get email from ashlund@zachary.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I like option #1 - reproduce the poetry onto aluminum panels. When the life span is up, you
can replace individual panels with new poetry.

Stacey 
Barron park 

Re:
The Poetry Wall on the Walgreens building at 2605 Middlefield Road in Midtown is in need of
repair. Anyone interested in weighing in on the three options going forward is encouraged to
email their input to the Public Art Commission:

1. Reproduce the mural as temporary artwork by digitally printing it on adhesive aluminum
material with an expected life span of 2-3 years, before considering a new mural.
2. Reproduce the mural as a temporary artwork by repainting it on the wall with an expected
life span of 7-10 years, before considering a new mural.
3. Commission a new mural now.

Email your preferred opinion to pac@cityofpaloalto.org by November 17!

mailto:ashlund@zachary.com
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From: Annette Glanckopf
To: Kou, Lydia
Cc: PAC
Subject: Re: Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2022 11:21:28 AM

Thank you Vice Mayor.
ELection day works for me.
Would 11:15AM work?
Annette

On Saturday, October 29, 2022 at 10:06:22 AM PDT, Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Thank you Annette for your email and offer.

It is important to learn local history and pride, I would love to take you up on your offer to meet at the
Poetry Wall.

Does 11/8 in the morning work for you?

Thank you,

Lydia Kou
Vice Mayor, City of Palo Alto
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2022, at 9:29 AM, Annette Glanckopf <annette_g@att.net> wrote:


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be
cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the PAC Commissioners

The future of the Midtown Poetry wall is of great interest to Midtown
and our residents.   Listening to the video, I feel that there is not
a complete understanding of the past history of this work of art.
or the Midtown involvement. 

I was the Chair of Midtown Residents Association, when we 
requested public art from the commission and received funding.
I was an integral part of the process and team to select the
art. 

There has little to no outreach to the Midtown community.
To this end, I offer to meet any of the PAC commissioner at the wall 
to respond to questions and to provide its history. 

Please contact me directly, 

mailto:annette_g@att.net
mailto:Lydia.Kou@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org


Annette Glanckopf
650-321-8933
Vice Chair Midtown Resident Association



From: Sylvia Gartner
To: PAC
Subject: Save Midtown"s Poetry Wall
Date: Sunday, November 6, 2022 5:42:15 PM

You don't often get email from sgartner@ix.netcom.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Midtown residents have told those of us in the neighborhood association many times
how much they enjoy the two murals we have in our shopping district.   The poetry
wall is especially loved because of the “haiku” quality of the short poems and how
well they reflect our feelings about where we live.  It would be SO sad to lose
something that’s meant so much to us over the years. In these times of constant
change, it would be wonderful to have the mural saved for 8 to 10 years, as a symbol
of neighborhood solidarity.
 
Annette Glanckopf and I have known each other a long time. We both serve on the
Midtown Residents Association board and have worked in that capacity for many
years. Annette and I were both part of the selection committee when more public art
was being authorized for Midtown. We have been SO pleased to have a significant
and eye-pleasing work of art on the walls of each of our drug stores in Midtown. Both
Walgreens and CVS have a mural.
 
The poetry wall selection on the Walgreens drug store is particularly dear to my heart.
A contest was held to choose the poems that are now on that wall. One of them was
written by a child. I especially enjoy taking a long look at the poetry wall when I visit
the UPS store and Baskin-Robbins in the Midtown Shopping District.
 
The Palo Alto Weekly did an article about our poetry wall not long after it was
finished. A reporter from the Palo Alto Weekly interviewed me about my pride in our
public art in Midtown. The photographer took a picture of me in front of the first poem;
and a friend had the article framed for me. I look at it often during my days working
from home (as so many of us are now doing).
 
I would really like to appeal to the Palo Alto Art Commission and to Walgreens to
make the necessary repairs to our much-loved poetry wall.
 
Sylvia Gartner
 

mailto:sgartner@ix.netcom.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: DVB
To: PAC
Subject: Save the Midtown Poetry Wall
Date: Monday, November 7, 2022 11:52:49 AM

You don't often get email from deborah.buck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi all,

I often look at this wall when I am in the small Midtown area.  After so  many years of
changes, can we just keep this wall and its local poetry?  I understand it needs fixing and
would like to see the long term option taken to repair it so it can stand for another decade or so
in Midtown.

Thank you,
Deborah Buck

mailto:deborah.buck@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Andie Reed
To: PAC; DeMarzo, Elise
Subject: Save the Poetry Wall
Date: Sunday, November 6, 2022 1:39:13 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andiezreed@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Art Commissioners:

Thanks for your consideration of the options for the Poetry Mural project at 2605 Middlefield
Rd in Palo Alto.  I live in another part of town, but I walk all over Palo Alto and was struck
by these wonderful poems the first time I saw them unexpectedly on the wall of the
Walgreens.  It's such a stunning presentation of beautiful, poignant poetry, it made me
smile and I stopped and read them all.  I was impressed that the Public Art Commission
made it happen.

I became concerned when I heard that it might go away, so I've listened to your Oct 20 PAC
meeting.  I agree with the staff recommendation; the artwork is in disrepair and needs to
be repaired and replaced, deaccessioned and repainted in an appropriate medium, which
should last 7 - 10 years, as described in Option 1.  

One of the commissioners made the important point that the "deaccessioning" of the
artwork merely removes it from Palo Alto's permanent collection, which step is required
because it will be completely removed in any case.  When the members of Midtown have
spoken up in favor of deaccessioning and repainting, they are expressing that they want to
keep this particular artwork; they don't want to lose the Poetry Wall!  It's a part of
Midtown's history.  In reading the letters, it appears all the poets want it replaced, too.

Although the three choices presented to the Art Commission included C), create a new
mural, I don't believe any community members intended that by deaccessioning this piece
they were choosing to open up a process to a completely different work of art.  

One complaint of the commissioners was that the price to repaint the work was too high. 
Ms. Demarzo explained that of the almost $30,000 price tag, the first 1/3 is for the
scraping, cleaning, and prepping the wall, which would be incurred no matter which option
was chosen.  Therefore, the less than $20,000 that would be required to repaint the much-
beloved mural with the appropriate paint would be the least expensive in terms of dollars
per expected life, which would translate to:
Option 1)  $18,000 over 7 years (or $2,600 per year) 
Option 2)  $12,500 over 2 years (or $6,250 per year).  
Option 3)  The cost in dollars and staff resources to start a whole new open competition for
a new piece of art would dramatically exceed either of these, not to mention the vastly
extended timeline.  It's a very large wall, and a new artwork would be significantly costly.  

Please note the community doesn't want new art.  They want their Poetry Wall.

Thank you,
Andie Reed
530-401-3809

-- 

mailto:andiezreed@gmail.com
mailto:pac@cityofpaloalto.org
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Andie Reed CPA
Palo Alto, CA  94301
530-401-3809 



From: Robin Mullery
To: PAC
Subject: Walgreens mural input
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2022 1:07:56 PM

[You don't often get email from info@robinmullery.art. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Commission a new mural now!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:info@robinmullery.art
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