
 City of Palo Alto Staff Report to Public Art Commission 

Meeting Date: November 17, 2022 

RE: Agenda Item 3 Approval of artist Kirti Bassendine as the next King Artist in Residence and 
approval of funds in the amount of up to $50,000 for the residency and King Plaza artwork fabrication. 

Discussion:  
At the City Council’s November 2, 2020 meeting, the City Council voted to refer the development of 
permanent public art on King Plaza reflecting the City’s commitment to race and equity to the Public 
Art Commission on the consent calendar. The staff report for the November 2, 2020 City Council 
consent agenda item can be found here (staff report #11708). 

The PAC discussed the topic at the November 21, 2020 meeting and expressed overall support for 
exploring a permanent platform for ongoing rotating artworks addressing race and equity, and staff 
presented some of the cost and logistical implications of that kind of programming at the January 21, 

2021 PAC meeting. The commissioners also reviewed the Human Relations Commission’s report on 
Black and Brown Lives in Palo Alto to use as a resource in informing the framework of the project. On 
March 17, 2021 the PAC and Human Relations Commission held a joint meeting to discuss the 
development of the residency and artwork. There was mutual support for the artwork being reflective 
of and relevant to Palo Alto and building discussions and expressing multiple perspectives and 
experiences of diverse communities in Palo Alto. At the March 18 PAC meeting, the PAC selected 
members to take part in HRC community meetings and requested that staff return with 
recommendations for budget implications, framework, and artist residency options to launch the 
program. On April 15, 2021 the Commission discussed available resources for the residency, 
expectations for community engagement, and the temporary artwork development to inform the artist 
call. The PAC allocated $50,000 in funds for the first artist residency and artwork. The funds support a 
six-month period of creative community engagement that will inform the creation of an artwork for 
King Plaza that will be in place for six months to one year, and a new residency would begin at that 
time. 

The call was launched in June 2021, and 17 artists applied to the call by the deadline in August. The 
panel selected three finalists in August who were paid a stipend to develop specific 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?t=58806.68&BlobID=78893


proposals for their Palo Alto residency. The three finalists made public presentations October 19, 2021 
about their background, their artistic practice, and their specific proposal for Palo Alto. Members of the 
public were invited to watch the presentations and give feedback to the panel before they made their 
final decision. The selection panel consisted of: 

Adam Amram – Artist 
Adriana Eberle – Commissioner, Human Relations Commission 
Amanda Rawson – Researcher/Project Manager | Art Builds Community 
Chantal Gaines – Deputy City Manager, City of Palo Alto  
Emily Chan – Student, President and Founder, Advocacy Through Art 
Nia Taylor – Chair, Public Art Commission 

The panel recommended artist Rayos Magos to be the first artist in residence. That recommendation 
was approved by the PAC in November 2021. The residency launched in February 2022. Rayos Magos’ 
artwork for King Plaza is in fabrication now and expected to be in place in a few weeks.  

Discussion:  
Of the applicants for the King Artist Residency, artist Kirti Bassendine scored next highest. Her final 
proposal focused on housing in Palo Alto. Her proposal she submitted can be viewed as ATTACHMENT 
A. In preparing her proposal, she made connections with Palo Alto community groups, residents, and
nonprofits focused on housing. The artist has been contacted and is available to begin the residency in
February 2023. Kirti Bassendine has extensive experience as a social practice artist, combining her
talents as a fine art photographer and storyteller. She has created artwork focused on a variety of social
issues. Her website can be viewed here. Staff feels that her skills and experience will lead to a successful
residency with a different style and focus than the first residency by Rayos Magos.

At the PAC retreat in September 2022, staff and the PAC discussed the King Artist Residency and 
determined to move forward with a second residency and then evaluate the future of the King Artist 
Residency program and if the scope should be amended for the next call for artists.  

Should the PAC approve artist Kirti Bassendine for the King Residency, staff would encumber funds from 
the CIP budget and begin the contract process so that the artist may begin the residency in February.  
Artwork for King Plaza would be estimated for installation Fall/Winter 2023.  

https://kirtibassendine.com/about/kirti


Who is the target audience/issue/community you plan to
focus on?

The Marginalized and Unheard

This project is about the marginalized and underheard communities that live in diverse
neighborhoods throughout Palo Alto. For the large population of people who live and rent there,
their homes encompass all their emotional connections to their place in Palo Alto. This is where
memories are built with their families and friends, providing a fuzzy and warm feeling of safety
and comfort. This is the place where they can hang their stuff, cook their favorite food, and take
a hot shower.

In contrast, landlords - whether small businesses or large corporations - may tend to see that
same place as a house, a property, a financial vehicle designed to maximize a return on
investment. They, in turn, are often beholden to the banks financing their mortgages and
operate under pressure to make payments on time, often triggering increased rental prices for
tenants. Owning property is an American ideal codified in the United States’ founding
constitution and subsequent laws over the following centuries, so tensions between landlords
and tenants have continually surfaced throughout this period. At this time of job losses and
above-average rental price increases, however, tensions are rising particularly high. This does
not mean owners and renters cannot engage in deep listening to exchange perspectives,
coming to understand that neither “side” is guilty but responding to economic, social, and
political variables in ways they know best - and ultimately help to solve conflicts.

This system creates discrepancies between the needs and interests of the renters, landlords,
and banks who are all connected to the same physical place but in radically different ways.
Times of the economic crisis put these divergent interests under stress, leading to conflict and
often to the humanitarian suffering of renters who can’t make their payments and or pay other
bills and are made homeless. This has been especially evident during the pandemic, and
especially for low-income families from disadvantaged minorities who were often already living
on the edge. As California’s eviction moratorium ends, the risks are especially high. As Angie
Evans from the Palo Alto Renters Association says, “Palo Alto is the gem of Silicon Valley,
people don’t think of people being poor or struggling here but the pandemic has made it clear
that there are so many who are struggling and homeless”. These vulnerable marginalized
groups, including the minority low-income renting households, are the key target audience for
this project - whether they are currently renting, on the edge of being evicted, or have been
made homeless from rented accommodation.

Palo Alto’s cost of living is almost 5 times the US average and the 24th most expensive city in
the US (bestplaces.net). Rental housing represents 45% of the city’s housing stock, or almost
12,000 homes (Bigelow & Campbell). On average, a two-bedroom home costs anywhere from
$2,511 to $3,691 per month, depending on the neighborhood (rentcafe.com).

ATTACHMENT A: Kirty Bassendine King AIR Conceptual Proposal 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/human-relations-commission/2021/09-23-21-agenda-item-1-hrc-renter-prioritization-continuation-09.23.21-full-report.pdf
https://www.rentcafe.com/average-rent-market-trends/us/ca/santa-clara-county/palo-alto


Who are the people and households who rent? Around a third earn less than $75,000 per year,
classified as lower-income households (Bigelow & Campbell). We don’t know the demographic
breakdown of this group. However, you are more likely to be below the country-wide poverty
level--around $25,500 income per year--in Palo Alto if you are female, 60 or more years old, or
Hispanic or Asian (2019 American Community Survey). Other racial groups weren’t covered in
the survey.

Overall, key minority groups currently living in Palo Alto are Asian at 34% of the population
(especially Chinese 19%, Asian Indian 7%, and Korean 3%), Black 3%, and Hispanic 5%
(mostly Mexican 3%) with smaller populations of Pacific Islanders 0.1% and Native Americans
0.1% (2019 American Community Survey). We don’t know which tribal nations the latter belong
to, as from 1956 the federal government resettled native people from all over the US to urban
areas, including the Bay Area.

It is also important to recognize the indigenous peoples who lived for thousands of years on
lands now known as Palo Alto, but who either died or were forced to leave during several waves
of European colonization and military occupation. The Association of Ramaytush Ohlone and
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe represent the contemporary descendants of these people today. They
are both intrinsically linked to Palo Alto and deserve recognition and their voices to be heard in
the city today. The Muwekma are “refugees in their own land”, and to the best of their
knowledge their tribal members are not represented in the current census of Palo Alto (Alan
Leventhal, Muwekma Tribal Ethno-Historian), but instead live in the East Bay.

Angie Evans explains her experience helping renters on the front lines, “The most vulnerable
renters in Palo Alto – the people we hear from the absolute most - are low income seniors who
suffer and are at risk of homelessness once their rent is raised and are unable to pay it, and
single mothers of color. They are just women doing the best they can in the situations they find
themselves in.”

Phillip Dah, the Senior Director of LifeMoves, a homeless support center for Silicon Valley, adds
that his clients are “30% women and 70% men, 30-35% black, another 35% white, with the rest
hispanic and everybody else.” His experience confirms that black and hispanic groups are
disproportionately impacted by homelessness, relative to their populations in the city (3% black,
5% hispanic). Some travel in buses from surrounding cities and leave at night.

80% of low-income renters are rent-burdened; they have to pay out more than 30% of their
income on rent (Bigelow & Campbell). This drain on their household budgets makes them more
financially insecure, increases their risk of homelessness, and forces them to cut back on other
essentials, such as healthy food or medicine, pushing these families to the edge.

Very high house prices in Palo Alto mean that many renters are stuck as renters for the rest of
their lives. “In Palo Alto, we have a permanent renters class, there is no way for people to ever
get into the housing market – in a city where median house price is $3.3M entry-level”,
according to Angie Evans from Palo Alto Renters Association.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/human-relations-commission/2021/09-23-21-agenda-item-1-hrc-renter-prioritization-continuation-09.23.21-full-report.pdf
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=poverty&g=1600000US0655282&tid=ACSST1Y2019.S1701&hidePreview=true
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=demographics&g=1600000US0655282&tid=ACSDP1Y2019.DP05&hidePreview=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Relocation_Act_of_1956
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Relocation_Act_of_1956
https://www.ramaytush.org/
http://www.muwekma.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/project/History-Heritage-and-Culture-of-the-Muwekma-Ohlone
https://www.lifemoves.org/
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/human-relations-commission/2021/09-23-21-agenda-item-1-hrc-renter-prioritization-continuation-09.23.21-full-report.pdf


Renters are particularly vulnerable to eviction if they suddenly lose income or if landlords rapidly
increase rents. Even though Palo Alto was the first city in Silicon Valley to pass an eviction
moratorium, many illegal eviction notices were still served, according to Angie Evans. It’s
unlikely many low-income renters could afford legal representation, and many didn’t know their
rights, which made them vulnerable to illegal eviction, she added. Renters still had to come up
with 25% of their rent to avoid eviction, which may have been difficult for some who lost work
during the pandemic. And despite the eviction ban, they still owe thousands of dollars of the full
back rent due from August 2020 onwards, a debt which landlords can claim in small-claims
court (CalMatters). The eviction moratorium ended on September 30th, meaning that from
October onwards, households will have to pay the full rent to avoid eviction - although there may
be a grace period for those applying for rental assistance (NPR). However, there is a long
backlog for landlords and renters to actually receive rental assistance funds (KCRA).

When rents do rise to the point they are unaffordable for renters, there are very high financial
barriers preventing them from moving to a cheaper home. Starting a new rental typically
requires a credit check, up-front payment of 2 or 3 months’ rent plus a security deposit (roughly
$9,000 - $12,000), as well as the cost of moving.

On Sunday 26th September, I attended the first event hosted by the Palo Alto Renters
Association, a picnic in Johnson Park (Palo Alto Online news story). I had the opportunity to
meet some long-time renters in Palo Alto and was able to interview and listen to their personal
stories and challenges.

For example, Jesse Phillips is 74 years old, retired, and first moved to Palo Alto in 1989. “When
I first moved to [my current] 2-bedroom house 13 years ago, the rent was around $1,800. Over
9-10 years it gradually increased. But when the original owner of the place passed away and it
was taken over by another, they raised it 40% from $2,200 to $3,150 in December 2019. I didn't
have any real issue until this drastic increase,” he explained. His income from social security is
fixed, whilst his partner Mariah Morales lost hours at her job, making them short $1,200 a
month. They have applied for Covid rent relief but haven’t yet received any. The landlord sent a
notice a couple of days ago asking for 25% back rent which is around $18,000.

Now that the eviction moratorium has expired, there is the risk of a surge in evictions and
potentially in homelessness. Angie Evans dispels the common myth that homeless people
usually come from other states or cities. She says, “When [people] become homeless, they
don’t just move to a new city; most low-income people end up staying in the community where
they were ‘displaced from’ because that’s where their kids’ schools are, their childcare is, their
friends who can help in an emergency.” According to Philip Dah,, “Most of our people have been
Palo Alto people for a long time. Even though they are homeless, they have been homeless in
Palo Alto. But there is also a good number of people who shuttle between the North and South
counties. They either ride a bus at night or they have a program that they go to in the San Jose
area and so they go back and forth.”

https://calmatters.org/housing/2021/09/california-eviction-moratorium-rent-relief/
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/29/1041408746/californias-eviction-moratorium-ends-on-thursday
https://www.kcra.com/article/renters-landlords-to-feel-burn-of-california-eviction-ban-end/37815276
https://www.paloaltorenters.org/
https://www.paloaltorenters.org/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/10/08/group-forms-to-give-renters-a-voice-in-palo-alto


Voiceless:
This work investigates the various roles of South Asian women in their struggle for a separate
identity from the family, the constraints of Indian culture and challenges of living in two worlds
and expected roles of childhood, adolescence, marriage and motherhood.

Over the course of three years, I did research and interviews related to the issues that young
South Asian women faced in the United Kingdom in the late 1980s. They struggled to fit into two
worlds, East and the West. I attended South Asian festivals and events in different cities,
gatherings and fashion shows, visited high schools and created a series of ‘women and girls’
coffee table meetings.

The Voiceless project was the first social justice related work to be shown at Derby University
and the galleries that it traveled to over the course of two years across England in various
galleries in numerous cities.

I was present at each opening reception where I was able to meet the guests and we had Q & A
sessions. The guests shared their experiences and left comments and the work reached a wide
audience of different ethic groups. It had great media coverage, as this was the first time a
young South Asian immigrant girl had spoken out about experiences of living in two worlds, East
and West.  It received positive reviews from the British Journal of Photography (BJP) and
IndiaAbroad, an Indian magazine available in three continents.

Homeless Voices:
My work with the homeless community began in Atlanta GA with the Occupy Movement in 2012.
In the summer of 2018, I was introduced to Jan Bernstein Chargin, who was the director of the
Compassion Center in Gilroy, CA in Santa Clara County. Through this partnership, I was able to
meet and interview the marginalized and homeless people who lived by the creekside near the
center in Gilroy. I began meeting clients through an introduction by the caseworkers and building
trust with them. I regularly had discussions with them as I interviewed and photographed them.

These meetings resulted in the project Homeless Voices, in which these human beings were
given a platform to share their stories, to have their voices heard. I held an event and exhibition
which took place in January 2019.

To make the event successful, I worked together with participants and the Compassion Center
to discuss how the event will take place. The photographic subjects wanted to be present for the
event and we all felt it was very important for them to be present at the launch, as this body is
about amplifying their collective voice. They met with the guests and the media. Local news
channel KSBW chose to use Homeless Voices to launch their new series, Project Community
and other media outlets were also there. Local legislator Robert Rivas, was moved deeply by
the event and wanted the exhibition to be shown at the State Capital in Sacramento, where it
was displayed during California Arts Advocacy Day.
I was the sole visual artist to be selected from California for a positive impact through arts.
Where legislators, senators, and the wider public were able to view the exhibition.



The most concrete result from this exhibition and event as a whole was that one of the subjects
of the series, Faviola,  was able to gain access to a house and no longer had to live in a van
with her husband and two children. This result was due to the amplification of the struggles of
her and her family, and her son’s struggles with Alex.

The exhibition has been shown at many cities including Santa Cruz, Hollister, Marin County (at
the Bioneers conference), and Oakland, CA.

Just Like You
In 2019, I hosted a Mothers and Daughters event which brought together a diverse group of
immigrant mothers and daughters from the Monterey Bay area together to share their culture,
food, music, and dance. Partnership with A local business: International market and the local
International College.There was an open microphone set up for the sharing of personal stories
and life experiences in navigating the two worlds they live in; where they came from before and
the lifestyle of living in the United States. There was a focus on the passing on of culture to their
daughters, its challenges and opportunities and the participants were then asked to have their
portraits taken with their daughters, which became the Just Like You series.

The series was shown at the international college in Monterrey for the yearly Ramadan
gathering.  This event also included a q&a session with the participants from the exhibition.
It later was shown at an event by the City of Santa Clara Immigrant Relations Department where
7 immigrant artists, including myself, were awarded for their artistic contribution.



Once homeless, the risks to low-income families escalate, and it’s hard to regain housing.
Feeling of exclusion and not belonging sets in. They lose a safe and secure permanent home
and are constantly moved from place to place by authorities. Many live on El Camino Real in
RVs with their families, or in a tent. They lose their permanent address for mail, access to clean
drinking water for drinking, cooking facilities for healthy food, washing for personal hygiene,
garbage access, internet access for school, and computer and printer access to fill out forms
and documents. All these factors make it much harder to find a new job. Having lost the safety
and security of their home, to which they have a strong emotional attachment, they often suffer
from mental health trauma.

Hebe Garcia-Bolio, who also attended the picnic in Johnson Park, wanted her message to be
heard. She herself has been homeless twice. “I have been homeless in Palo Alto and lived in
my car twice, once in Sept 2017, 6 months then again in March 2018 for 6 months. She is now a
certified teacher working at a school which she didn’t want to name. A month ago she got a
one-bedroom unit in Sheraton Apartments, and is thrilled! She wanted to emphasize that she
got the apartment because “my landlord forwarded the mail to me, I opened the mail, things
came to you and you put things aside, but I opened it, I had all my documentation and applied.
Sadly for many unhoused people, this is not as easy as many don’t have a permanent address
and many renters struggle to obtain the information and help needed to fill the documents -
especially if they are victims of mental health issues”. “I want people to know that while I was
homeless in Palo Alto I felt safe and people were kind to me”, she felt she belonged here.

In this project, I will especially be exploring all the diverse marginalized and underheard groups
who make up the rent-burdened and unhoused population in Palo Alto, especially renters who
are facing homelessness due to the high cost of rent, loss of income, and long Covid health
recovery. I will especially focus on black and brown ethnic groups, low-income seniors and
single mothers of color, who are disproportionately taking the hardest hit, as highlighted by
Angie Evans and Phillip Dah. Some live in cars in safe parking, others in RVs on El Camino
Real. There is also an opportunity to engage members of the “oldest” or first Black family to
arrive in Palo Alto decades ago.

Interaction will include gathering their stories and finding ways to share their experiences that
demonstrate the long-term effects of persistent, pervasive housing discrimination over multiple
generations.

Landlords

I will research and examine a range of landlords who may themselves be impacted by the
actions of large corporations such as BlackRock buying up large numbers of homes solely for
the purpose of renting them. I will gather their personal stories and perspectives to get a
balanced view of this extremely complex landscape. I will include the landlord’s voices and hear
their stories of the impact of the eviction moratorium on their livelihoods.

https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/03/10/palo-alto-rv-dwellers-parked-on-el-camino-real-receive-tow-notices-to-move-today/


According to Emily Ramos from Silicon Valley at Home who recently hosted eviction moratorium
lifting events, one for landlords and another for tenants. She explained that the issue is very
complicated and frustrating for both parties. Landlords can apply for the back pay owed by the
tenant to get some financial relief, and the tenant can get help on their owed payment debt, but
both parties need to work together. What we are seeing is that landlords and tenants are
sometimes in disagreement and conflict as to how much is the owed back rent payment, which
prevents the issue being resolved.

Community

The project will help bring Palo Alto’s diverse communities together through better
understanding and compassion - neighbor to neighbor, working side-by-side to bring
conversations of inclusion, equity, a sense of belonging and support to large groups of
marginalized, underheard, and at times invisible, fellow residents - and amplify their voices.

The project could help attract the attention of otherwise indifferent community groups to remind
them that many of us could be one day, one tragedy away from homelessness. While
indifference is a privilege for some, the economic impacts of the pandemic affect people at all
levels from the landlord or corporation awaiting rents not forthcoming to the renter now
unemployed and threatened with eviction. This is not a “normal” housing crisis with the elements
to right itself in time; irreparable harm comes to the unhoused as it does to the beneficiaries of
the rental industry.

Eschewing stereotypes, community elected officials and their followers could develop language
to accurately describe the human perspective of the situation, its causes, impacts, and
remedies. Nonprofits would have access to first-hand accounts and trustworthy stories to
support their bid for funding in support of targeted groups. Maximizing opportunities to publish
stories in local media - print and virtual - could spark the public’s interest in the common, shared
challenge that faces Palo Alto.

Finally, as we’ve witnessed across the nation, current methods of reducing homelessness have
met with disappointing results. Chasing people out of parks, moving RVs along, rental eviction
moratoria, and shifting families from shelter to shelter, have not brought relief. This project offers
the opportunity to listen deeply to those most affected, and hear — maybe for the first time —
what it means to live on the edge of a wealthy community where working 24 hours a day may
not even pay the rent.

What is your plan for the 6 month period of community
engagement? What creative engagement will you be
doing?

https://siliconvalleyathome.org/


This project will generate personal human stories that focus on coming together as a group to
amplify the voices of the minorities of Palo Alto as a collective. I plan to get to know the diverse
community members through group engagement with discussions of issues that impact
residents of Palo Alto personally, focusing specifically on housing instability and the risk of
becoming homeless.

I will be working closely with various partnerships and diverse groups, spending time connecting
with leadership and participants via Zoom or in-person discussions and creative workshops. I
will participate in events hosted by marginalized groups to help gather material and feedback
that will help my research and funnel those ideas into creating the final art pieces.

The creative workshops that I will host are designed to bring forth shared human stories and
experiences. I will be connecting and working on workshops with small groups of individuals that
will be introduced to me through the partnerships and connections I have built relationships with.
These partners work closely with the vulnerable, ethnic marginalized populations.

During the 6 months, I plan to connect, gain trust and hold creative workshops with
approximately 30-40 individuals from different marginalized and ethnic communities who are
facing housing insecurities and hardships. These will take place in the courtyard at the
Cubberley Community Center, Johnson Park, 268 Waverley Street, King Plaza, and other
community centers. It’s very important to take time to connect, build trust and represent them
and their stories through the creative process in a sensitive, dignified and respectful manner.
These participants will be eligible for a stipend for their time and sharing their personal stories.

Two creative workshops will be planned per month to include introductions, sharing personal
stories and group discussions, expression of words that help describe their situation, and
shared concerns. These are designed to build trust, provide social support, and include people
in the group through music, meditation, dance, and a shared meal.

Some of the workshops will involve self-expression through self-portraits taken with cell phones,
others through writing including stories or just simple words of expression. Some of these words
may be used as part of the final sculpture, depending on the content received. Other workshop
ideas include drawing and sculpture/modeling their dream home, which also may be considered
as a part of the final sculpture. At the end of the workshop, participants will be photographed by
me and their photos will be used as part of the final art piece. During these self-expression
workshops, I will be instructing participants to bring items that they connect with for
self-expression. For example, I will hold a portrait session where they will use that item to
translate or represent their emotions through photography - such as burden, weight, heaviness,
etc. I will be photographing and capturing the participants’ expressions and poses; these are an
important part of the final art piece.

Some of the creative workshops will include cyanotype photo processing on silk fabric of some
of the participant’s personal items brought from home or a self-portrait taken at the workshop.



Other creative sessions may include using dyes and fabric to create colorful shibori designs
originated in Japan. Both art pieces may be considered for the final art piece.

How will you plan to use the studio?

First and foremost, it will serve as a photography studio - such as for portraits (if covid allows) or
capturing abstract photography for the final art piece. It will be a base of operations in Palo Alto
where I can hold my virtual meetings with participants and partnerships, order and store my
materials and equipment needed for the various creative workshops, set up a photographic
printing station, and a place for me to prepare my materials for the workshops.

I will set up my workspace so I am able to work on post-production of the images and artwork on
my computer and in the studio. The space will also be used to create and store art pieces at
different stages needed for the final sculpture. Being based at Cubberley Community will allow
me to connect with the various groups of the community that visits the center, as well as with
organizations or artists who pass through or are based there. It will also allow for easy access
for me to host creative workshops in the courtyard.

I will also be using the studio for creating and storing my natural dyes for some of the creative
workshops.

What community partners/nonprofits would you partner
with? Please be specific if you have already contacted
them/included them in the proposal development.

1. Palo Alto Renters' Association

Formed in 2020 in response to the lack of long-time renters on appointed and elected bodies,
Palo Alto Renters Association is a volunteer-led group of Palo Alto community members
focused on renters’ rights and increasing tenant voices. They are governed by a Steering
Committee comprised of renters and community members impacted by the housing crisis. They
represent:

● Tenants and renters of all types
● Community members without permanent housing
● Neighbors in vehicles and RV's
● Adults living at home with parents

https://www.paloaltorenters.org/


I have established a strong and solid partnership with the Palo Alto Renters Association,
through numerous calls and interviews with Angie Evans and had the opportunity to attend their
first public event, Renters Picnic at Johnson Park (268 Waverley Street). I met the core
leadership team, and listened to and documented some of the stories from a small diverse
group of individuals facing various hardships while renting that is pushing them to the edge. This
event gave me a glimpse into some of the issues and concerns renters are facing in Palo Alto
and helped me connect with these wonderful individuals.

Through this partnership, I will be introduced and connect with individuals from various
marginalized and minority groups, such as RV dwellers, low-income individuals, and especially
the seniors and single mothers of color. Through my creative workshops with them I will be able
to learn more about issues and concerns of underheard groups of renters who as a group cover
nearly half of Palo Alto.

2. LifeMoves

LifeMoves is an Opportunity Services Center that provides drop-in services for single adults to
help them re-establish stable housing. The services they provide include food, clothing,
laundry/shower facilities, and case management. They are located at 33 Encina Avenue, Palo
Alto, CA, 94301.

I have connected and built a partnership with Philip Dah, the Senior Director of LifeMoves who
oversees the Palo Alto location. Through this organization and working closely with him, I will be
able to connect with the diverse population who regularly come to the Opportunity Services
Center. Through this partnership, I will be able to meet and gather stories from the homeless
community members, and invite them to my creative workshops, giving them a sense of
inclusion in the project. I will learn more about the unique and compelling stories that brought
these people to where they are today.

3. Silicon Valley at Home (SV@Home)

Emily Ramos and I have partnered together to include some landlord voices as well as some
tenants. SV@Home is the voice for affordable housing in Silicon Valley, advocating for policies,
programs, land use, and funding that lead to an increased supply of affordable housing. They
help educate elected officials and the community about the need for housing, and the link
between housing and other quality of life outcomes. They recently hosted the eviction
moratorium event with landlords and another for tenants.

I plan to attend some of their events which include both landlords and tenants. I hope through
this I will be able to connect and invite some of them to attend my creative workshops. This
Partnership will help me get a better understanding of the landlords and tenants’ different
perspectives - by meeting, listening to and understanding their stories.

4. Anamatangi Polynesian Voices (APV)

https://www.lifemoves.org/
https://siliconvalleyathome.org/
https://anamatangi.org/


Active since the early 1990’s, APV is a grassroots nonprofit which strengthens and celebrates
Pacific Islanders living in the East Palo Alto, Bellehaven, and North Fair Oaks communities.

I had the opportunity of meeting with the executive director of APV, Tiffany
’Uhilamoelangi-Hautau this month. She will introduce me to 2-3 families who will be sharing their
personal stories - either of living on the edge and facing the risk of eviction, or of being
unhoused. She expressed that there is a growing number of this underheard group that is facing
homelessness or is already unhoused.

5. Native American and Alaska Native Population

I have active relationships, and will be working closely with, cultural advisors from the
Ramaytush Ohlone and Muwekma Ohlone. Many native issues go unreported and it is
important to include this vital and important population that has had a strong presence in this
territory for thousands of years.

● Gregg Castro (t'rowt'raahl Salinan / Rumsien & Ramaytush Ohlone) is Culture Director
of The Association of Ramaytush Ohlone.

● Alan Leventhal (Emeritus Faculty in Department of Anthropology at San Jose State
University) is Tribal Ethno-Historian for the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe. He has also
introduced me to Charlene Nijmeh, who serves as Chairwoman of the Muwekma Ohlone
Tribe, and Monica V. Arellano, Vice Chairwoman.

I will also reach out to, and establish a relationship with, the Intertribal Friendship House in
Oakland who represents the intertribal community resettled in the Bay Area from across the US.

Through these advisors’ expertise and guidance, I hope to understand and represent the history,
issues, and perspectives of the Native American peoples of Palo Alto .

6. Evelyne Keomian at the Karat School Project

Evelyn founded the Karat School Project, which helps women and children of color in the Bay
Area escape poverty through education and training. She has a “passion is to educate women
to empower them, bring them to literacy and financial stability, so that they, in return, can raise
tomorrow’s generation of next leaders.” “She is on a mission to give back to her community and
become the help she wished she had when she was younger. She wants to make sure that
children - particularly girls, get a chance at a quality education for a better life and future.”
(https://theksp.org/about)

I have started communications with Evelyne, whom I hope to listen to and learn more about
single mothers - especially those of color who are impacted with hardships and economic strain.

https://www.ifhurbanrez.org/
https://theksp.org/
https://theksp.org/about


Kirti Fatania-Bassendine        RESUME 
Kirti Fatania-Bassendine is a fine art photographer and storyteller based in California, with a BA 
Honours in Fine Art Photography from Derby University, England. Her work weaves together 
still photography, videography and virtual tours to tell cultural stories. As an artist she has 
always been intrigued by human relationships and how they interweave with different social and 
cultural contexts – especially how these complexities impact the discovery of one's sense of 
identity and belonging within one's culture and in the wider world. She explores the importance 
of reconnecting with one's indigenous cultural roots, passing culture to the next generation and 
the role of women in these processes. 

EDUCATION 
Derby University, United Kingdom— Bachelor of Arts Honors: Fine Art Photography 
 
EXHIBITIONS (SOLO) 
2021- Mothers and Daughters: Passing of Culture  
2020- County of Santa Clara Office of Immigrant Relations, Santa Clara CA 
Homeless Voices/Neutral Spaces (travelling show) 
2020- Morgan Hill Community Center, Morgan Hill, CA 
2019- Gilroy Center for the Arts, Gilroy, CA 
2019- ARTspace Annex, Hollister CA 
2019- Santa Cruz University Town Hall Space, Santa Cruz, CA 
2019- California State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 
2019- Warehouse 416, Oakland, CA 
2019- The Martin Center, Bioneers Conference, San Rafael, CA 
 

EXHIBITIONS (GROUP) 
2019- Art is a Home: A Bridge to Our Hearts, Campbell Community Center, Campbell CA 
2019- Across The Universe, Expressions Gallery, Berkeley, CA 
2019- Picturing Justice, Atlanta Celebrates Photography Group Show, Atlanta, GA 
2015- Salton Sea Wetland Project, Coachella Valley Department of Water, Coachella, CA 
2008- Voiceless, Vines Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA 
2006- Voiceless, Fusion Fashion Show, Atlanta, GA 
2004- Urban Decay, Apache Cafe, Atlanta, GA 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Articles 
2019- Gilroy Life 
2019- Art Gives Voices to Homeless, BenitoLink 
2019- MorganHill Life 
2019- SouthValley Magazine, October Issue 
2019- Morgan Hill Times, January Issue 
2019- Oakland News Online, January Issue 
2006- Multicultural Wedding Traditions and Fashions, Khabar Magazine 
1989- Women's Artist Slide Library, April Issue 
1988- India Abroad 
1988- Derby Magazine, February Issue 
1987- British Journal Of Photography, July Issue 
Local News/Video Reports 
2019- “Project Community,” KSBW ACTION NEWS News Channel- January 12th 
https://youtu.be/mI0IaBg-s4I 
2019- “Artist Hopes to Put a Face to Homelessness,” KCRA3- May 1st 

https://youtu.be/mI0IaBg-s4I

