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2022-24 Advance Exhibition Schedule 

 

CURRENT EXHIBITION 

 

Creative Attention: Art and Community Restoration 

Through May 21, 2022 

 

Alongside the courageous caregivers in the medical and psychological fields, visual artists have 

historically played an important role in contributing to community well-being. Whether they are using 

their practice to address social injustice, global pandemics, or personal trauma, artists possess a 

particular power unique to creatives. Through their visual messages they can provoke memories, stir 

debate, and inspire empathy. 

Creative Attention includes artists who present alternatives to our chaotic world of stress and anxiety, 

through practices of mending, healing, restoration, belonging, sustainability, and resilience. Some of the 

work looks inward—addressing past personal struggles with illness, addiction, and loss. Other artists 

turn their attention outward to connect with those who are suffering and to find solidarity in our shared 

adversity. Universally, what begins in the studio, alters the life of the artist, who in turn brings that 

change to the world.   

The artists in this exhibition demonstrate their ability to tap into deep realms of the unconscious and 

release innate resources to persevere, recover, and heal others. Several look to nature as our ultimate 

example of eternal cycles—paying tribute to the cleansing aspects of water; the healing properties of 

plants; the language of flowers; and the interdependence of all beings. Some are teaching us about the 

remedies of stillness and meditation or offering comforting gifts of humor, memory, and tradition.  

By charting their own paths through adversity, these artists show us new ways of representing, 

processing, and ultimately solving the issues that surround us. Creative Attention collects their novel 

solutions, bringing together works in a broad range of media that encourage viewers to slow down, and 

recharge, promoting community connections and restoration. 

Guest curated by Ann Trinca, the exhibition includes the following artists: Johnna Arnold, Lynn Beldner, 

Wes Bruce, Paz de la Calzada, Caledonia Curry (Swoon), Angela Hennessy, Alexander Hernandez, 
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Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, Jeremiah Jenkins, Corita Kent, Tucker Nichols, Marcel Pardo Ariza, Maria Paz, Jessi 

Rado, Leah Rosenberg, Lisa Solomon, Esther Traugot, Christine Wong Yap. 

Creative Attention: Art and Community Restoration is supported by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

      

We would like to acknowledge Pamela and David Hornik for their special gift to support the artists for public and 
educational programs. 

 
UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 

 
Peninsula Photo Exhibition 
June 11-August 20, 2022 
 
The Peninsula Photo Exhibition returns in the summer of 2022. This collaboration with the Palo Alto 
Weekly and The Sixfifty showcases the best regional photography by artists of all ages. 
 
RESTART 
June 25-August 20, 2022 
 
How can we restart and rebuild after pandemic, personal and community crises? Now more than ever, 

we crave opportunities for healing, connection, and restoration. And we acknowledge the vital power of 

art as a tool for promoting resilience, hope, and renewal.  

The Palo Alto Art Center invites artists throughout Northern California to submit work for an onsite 

juried exhibition exploring the theme of healing, resilience, and restoration. This juried show builds on 

the current Art Center exhibition Creative Attention: Art and Community Restoration.  

Climate Connections—Academic Year 2022-23 

Aligning with the City of Palo Alto Council’s current-year priority on climate change, Climate Connections 

presents a year-long series of exhibitions and public programs showcasing the role of art, creativity, and 

cultural institutions in creating opportunities for education and inspiration on the topic of climate action. 

 

Fire (Working Title) 

September 17-December 10, 2022 

 



In California, wildfires resulting from extreme drought and climate warming trends are now a seasonal 
reality, resulting in increasingly tragic losses of property, forests, and human life. Just in the last decade, 
the term “fire season” has emerged to describe the now-common reality of extended periods of heat 
and wind-driven wildfires. Recent catastrophic fires in the North Bay, Sierras, and the Central Valley 
have had a direct impact on the Bay Area through the oppressive and dangerous smoke that have 
blanketed our region, creating a new public health crisis. This exhibition will feature artists from around 
the region and country who explore the impact of fire through artwork created in a wide range of 
media. This exhibition will be guest curated by Rina C. Faletti, founding curator of Art Responds.  
 

I Am Water 

January 21-April 8, 2023 

 

Up to 60% of the human body is water, with the brain and heart composed of 73% water. This precious 

liquid is finite and is us. We are water. I Am Water explores this topic through the work of approximately 

ten artists from California and beyond. Artists include Bay Area-based Linda Gass, who creates painted 

textiles that document her relationship to the landscape around her, particularly on waterways; New 

Mexico-based Basia Irland, who has dedicated more than forty years to art that addresses the 

preciousness of water, rivers, and watersheds; and Ohio-based John Sabraw, who collaborates with 

engineers and watershed experts to remediate polluted streams and creates luminous paintings made 

with iron oxides from acid-mine drainage. The exhibition will be curated by Patricia Watts, founder and 

curator of ecoartspace, a platform for artists addressing environmental issues for more than two 

decades. Watts has curated three water exhibitions in California and in 2021 curated eleven water-

focused artworks on billboards in Brooklyn, New York.  

 

Cultural Kaleidoscope and Youth Art 

April 29-May 27, 2023 

 

Our annual showcase of youth creativity features artwork by students of all ages in Palo Alto Unified 

School District as well as artwork created in the Art Center’s artist-in-the-schools program Cultural 

Kaleidoscope. 

 

Earth 

Summer 2023 

 

This juried exhibition will feature work in a wide range of media inspired by the earth and environment, 

promoting climate action.  



 


