
 
 
 
 
May 31, 2022 
 
Senator Josh Becker 
1021 O Street, Suite 7250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 Re: SUPPORT for SB 1032 from the City of Palo Alto Utilities Department 
 
Dear Senator Becker: 
 
I am pleased to write today on behalf of the City of Palo Alto’s Utilities Department in support of your SB 
1032. This bill requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to study proposals that 
accelerate the development and expansion of the state’s electric grid in a manner that both furthers the 
state’s GHG emissions reduction goal and reduces ratepayer costs. We understand that grid expansion 
and modernization is needed to meet the state’s clean energy goals and to support increased 
residential, commercial, and mobility electrification. And we support the notion of responsible 
expansion conducted in a way that does not improperly burden ratepayers.  
 
As you know, the City of Palo Alto exceeds the state’s clean energy targets. We have provided a 100% 
renewable electric portfolio for almost 10 years. We champion electrification efforts, conduct fuel 
switching pilot programs in our community, and offer a variety of sustainability-related rebates. Each 
new electrification effort requires additional energy and as such, we understand the challenges inherent 
in meeting increased demand through an electric grid built generations ago. And as you have noted, 
transmission planning and building takes significant time; we must start the process now. 
 
Regarding rates, as a community-based public entity, our rates are implemented in compliance with cost 
of service requirements set forth in the state Constitution and related laws. These requirements include 
setting rates at what is required to cover our expenses – and rising transmission costs are a primary 
driver of increased rates. Therefore, we appreciate the language in SB 1032 that ensures the CPUC will 
review ways to expand the grid while reducing costs.  
 
Thank you for your efforts in accelerating the state’s clean energy goals. 
 
Yours, 
 
 
Dean Batchelor 
Director, City of Palo Alto Utilities Department 
 
 
CC: 
Ed Shikada, City Manager 
California Municipal Utilities Association  
Northern California Power Agency  
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