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April 7, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Josh Becker 
California State Senate  
State Capitol Building, Room 7250 
Sacramento CA, 95814 
 
RE:  Senate Bill 1000 (Becker) Law Enforcement Agencies: Radio Communications   
 Support from the City of Palo Alto 
 
Dear Senator Becker: 
 
On behalf of the City of Palo Alto, I want to express our strong support of the framework of Senate 
Bill 1000 (Becker). We appreciate that this is a complex issue with multiple, and sometimes 
competing, objectives.  
 
The bill would require a law enforcement agency, including the California Highway Patrol, 
municipal police departments, county sheriff’s departments, specified local law enforcement 
agencies, and specified university and college police departments, to ensure public access to the 
radio communications of that agency. SB 1000 would also require those agencies to ensure that 
any criminal justice information or personally identifiable information obtained through 
California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (CLETS) is not broadcast in a manner 
that is accessible to the public.  
 
The Palo Alto City Council recently had an extensive discussion about radio encryption and 
favored the sorts of options in SB 1000 which increase visibility for the public and the media into 
police calls for service. On an interim basis, Palo Alto has created an interactive map 
(https://opengis.cityofpaloalto.org/betaPoliceCFSmap/index.html) to display calls for service 
and the City Council recently directed work to enhance its functionality. While this approach 
provides some benefit to the press and public, it is only an effort to mitigate the loss of 
transparency resulting from complying with the DOJ directive. Your bill would significantly 
advance these efforts.  
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The City of Palo Alto supports SB 1000 and is grateful for your leadership on this important policy 
topic. We are happy to work with you to refine the bill in any way that would ensure its 
effectiveness for local law enforcement agencies.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Pat Burt, Mayor 
City of Palo Alto 
 
 
cc:   
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Palo Alto City Council   
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