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All parts of our community must pay their fair share for services. 
 

Palo Alto coffers are not "overflowing." We all remember the severe cuts 
in 2020 to our Police, Fire and 911 services, libraries, the Children's 
Theater, youth programs and others. This measure avoids a return to 
those cuts. 

 

Simple expense-per-resident numbers don't account for the fact that Palo 
Alto owns our own utilities; most cities do not. Also Palo Alto's daytime 
population is much larger than our resident population, because many 
people commute to work here and those people use our programs and 
services too. 

 

All parts of communities must contribute to funding their essential 
services. Palo Alto has fewer visitors and business travelers now because 
of COVID and we are the last major city in our region without a Business 
Tax. We must adapt, and the time has come. 

 

Small retail and service businesses—the ones exempt from this tax—
struggled during COVID, while many large businesses recorded their best 
years ever. Businesses pay a far lower share of property taxes than they 
used to, and many, especially tech, do not pay any sales tax at all. For 
comparison, Palo Alto's business tax will be less than half of East Palo 
Alto's rate. 

 

Safe streets, fast Fire and 911 response, and building affordable housing 
are important to residents and businesses alike. 

 

Silicon Valley has generated spectacular corporate success, and some 
of that wealth must be reinvested in local communities. Vote YES on 
Measure K. 

Kimberly Axtell  
Co-owner, Copy Factory 

Joe Head  
Business Development, Charities Housing Development Corp. 

Peter Drekmeier  
Former Mayor, City of Palo Alto, Policy Director of Tuolome River Trust 

Greg Schmid  
Former Vice Mayor, City of Palo Alto; Economist 

Nadia Naik  
Transit Advocate, Co-Founder CARRD (Californians Advocating 
Responsible Rail Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


