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Summary Title: 922 College Avenue: Prelim Parcel Map with Exceptions 

Title: PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 922 College Avenue [20PLN-
00104]: Request for Review of a Preliminary Parcel Map with Exceptions to 
Adjust Lot Lines for Two Substandard Parcels to Facilitate the Redevelopment 
and Sale of Two Homes. Environmental Assessment: Exempt. Zoning District: 
R-1 (Single Family Residential) 

From: City Manager 

Lead Department: Planning and Development Services 

Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopts a Record of Land Use Action (RULA) approving 

the requests for a Preliminary Parcel Map with Exceptions based on findings and subject to the 

conditions of approval, and as recommended by the PTC. 

Executive Summary 

The applicant/owner proposes to adjust lot lines on an R-1 zoned property with two underlying 
lots to better align the lots with existing residences and assessor’s parcels.  The applicant’s 
(Stanford University) stated intention is to redevelop and sell the properties to separate 
owners. Staff’s research suggests that two underlying lots were established in 1912 in a long, 
rectangular configuration that would not reasonably allow development of two residences.  In 
the 1950’s, the City approved the reconfiguration of the property into two squarish lots to 
facilitate the development of a second residence on the property. Unfortunately, the owner at 
that time never recorded the subdivision with the County of Santa Clara, though separate 
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) were assigned and the second residence at 2160 Cornell 
Street was constructed in 1954. 

A parcel map with exception is required because the lot line adjustment would 
result in an equal number of substandard lots, as 
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described further in this report. The lot at 922 College Avenue would be 4,874 square feet. The 
lot at 2160 Cornell Street would be 3,750 square feet.  Exceptions may only be granted by the 
City Council after recommendation by the Planning and Transportation Commission.  

The Planning and Transportation Commission considered this project on November 18, 2020. 

By a vote of 5-0-2 (Summa recused, Riggs absent), the PTC recommended approval of the Parcel 

Map with Exceptions.1   

Background  

The proposed project is a Preliminary Parcel Map with Exceptions to redistribute lot area from 

two existing substandard underlying lots, to two substandard lots which align with the existing 

Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) boundaries assigned to 922 College Avenue and 2160 Cornell 

Street.  

The College Terrace neighborhood has several substandard lots. Many of the larger lots are 

comprised of two or more underlying lots as narrow as 25 feet wide from the original 

subdivision of property in 1891.2 In this case, the underlying lots were created by a combination 

of the 1891 map and separate conveyance of the lots evidenced by a 1912 grant deed. One of 

the underlying lots is 25 feet wide by 115 feet deep, while the other is 50 feet wide by 115 feet 

deep.  

In 1952 the City approved an application to subdivide the property and construct the house 

now addressed 2160 Cornell Street. However, that map was never recorded with the County, so 

the subdivision was never made effective. Two residences currently exist on the property and 

two APNs were assigned for tax purposes.  

Discussion 

The parcel map application includes a request for an Exception following the requirements of 

PAMC 21.32.  It should be noted PAMC 21.04.030(17) allows for a preliminary parcel map to 

merge four or fewer substandard R-1 lots into a parcel in greater compliance with the 

requirements of lot width, depth or area set forth in Title 18 and not be considered an 

Exception. This project does not qualify because it is not merging lots; there are currently two 

lots and there will remain two lots if this project is approved.  

This property would be subdivided as follows: 

• Parcel 1: 922 College Avenue would be 65 feet wide (along Cornell St. frontage) and

74.99 feet deep (along the College Ave. frontage), total area 4,874 square feet.

1 Staff Report Link: https://bit.ly/922CollegePTC 
2 Because this 1891 “subdivision” pre-dates the Subdivision Map Act, which was first enacted in 1893, the 

“underlying” lots in this area cannot be recognized unless they were also separately conveyed. 

https://bit.ly/922CollegePTC
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• Parcel 2: 2160 Cornell Street would be 50 feet wide, 74.99 feet deep, and an area of 

3,750 square feet.  

 

This would align with the current APNs as shown in our City GIS here: 

 
 

 

The new lots will be more in compliance in the sense that the lot lines will not go through the 

existing buildings, and the lots will each meet the R-1 development density of one primary unit 

per lot. The proposed lot sizes for this project would be comparable to others lots on the block, 

which vary from 2,875 square feet to 6,813 square feet. Other lots in this neighborhood also 

have multiple units despite being zoned R-1, including what appears to be a cottage cluster of 

four houses on two lots at the other end of the block, at College Avenue and Princeton Street. 

 

Consistency with Application Findings 

The necessary findings for approval of the Preliminary Parcel Map are contained in State law 

and incorporated into Title 21 of the Municipal Code. Under the Subdivision Map Act, the City 

Council must make a series of “reverse” findings to justify approval. If the findings cannot be 

made, the subdivision must be approved. In particular, under government code Section 66474, 

the City shall deny a Preliminary Parcel Map if any of the findings are made. Otherwise, the City 

must approve the subdivision.  In addition, to approve a map with Exceptions, the City Council 

must make a series of findings. The findings for the proposed map and the conditions of 

approval are included in the draft Record of Land Use Action, Attachment C. 
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Policy Implications 

This project has no major policy implications as the project will bring two substandard lots into 

greater compliance with the Zoning Code. Staff performed a detailed review of the proposed 

project’s consistency with applicable zoning standards, reflected in a summary table 

(Attachment B). This site has a Comprehensive Plan land use designation of Single-Family 

Residential and is not subject to any Area Plans or Guideline documents. The project does not 

propose to change the property’s use as two single-family residences.  

Stakeholder Engagement 

The PAMC requires notice of this public hearing be published in a local newspaper of general 

circulation and mailed to owners and occupants of property within 600 feet of the subject 

property at least ten days in advance of a public hearing. Notice of a public hearing for this 

project was published in the Daily Post on January 15, 2021, which is 10 days in advance of the 

meeting. Postcard mailing occurred on January 11, 2021, which is 14 days in advance of the 

meeting. Attachment D includes public comments. 

Environmental Review 

The subject project has been assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained 

in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines, and the 

environmental regulations of the City. Specifically, the project is categorically exempt per CEQA 

Guideline Section 15315 (Minor Land Subdivisions).  

Additionally, the City’s historic preservation consultant evaluated the property at 922 
College Avenue in 2019. The City’s consultant found the home to be ineligible for listing 
on the California Register of Historical Resources. Should the property owner wish to 
construct new homes on the new substandard lots, they would be required to obtain 
a ministerial building permit and comply with the development standards for substandard 
lots in PAMC 18.12.040(c).  

Attachments: 

Attachment A: Location Map 

Attachment B: Zoning Comparison Table 

Attachment C: Draft Record of Land Use Action   

Attachment D: Neighbor Comments 

Attachment E: Project Plans 

Attachment F: College Terrace Original Tract Map 
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ATTACHMENT B 
ZONING COMPARISON TABLE 

922 College Avenue, 20PLN-00104 
 

Table 1: COMPARISON WITH CHAPTER 18.12 (R-1 DISTRICT)  

Regulation Required  Existing Proposed 922 College Proposed 2160 

Cornell St. 

Minimum/Maximu
m Site Area, Width 
and Depth 

6,000-9,999 sf 
area, 60 foot 
width, 100 foot 
depth 
 

2 underlying lots,  
2,875 sf, 25 feet wide, 
115 feet deep and,  
5,750 sf, 50 feet wide 
and 115 feet deep. 
 
Total 8,624 sf area, 
74.99 feet wide, 115 
feet deep 
 

Non-conforming: 
4,874 sf, 65 feet wide, 
74.99 feet deep 
 

Non-conforming: 
3,750 sf, 50 feet wide, 
74.99 feet deep 

Minimum/Contextu
al Front Yard  

(2)   20 feet or the 
average setback 
(18.12.040(e)) 

Approximately 25’ on 
College Ave. for front 
unit 

Approximately 28’ 
from Cornell Street 

Approximately 20’ 
from Cornell Street 

Rear Yard  
 

20 feet Approximately 6’ for 
rear unit 

Non-conforming: 
Approximately 17’ 

Approximately 28’ 

Interior Side Yard 
 

6 feet Approximately 12’-20’ 11.5’ Non-conforming: 5.6’ 

Street Side Yard 16 feet Approximately 20’-30’ 
on Cornell St. 

Approximately 16’ on 
College Ave. 

N/A 

Max. Building 
Height  

30 feet or 33 feet 
for a roof pitch of 
12;12 or greater (3)  

17 feet for 
substandard lots 

One story, 
approximately 12’-14’ 

Substandard Lot:  
One story, 
approximately 14’ 

Substandard Lot:  
One story, 
approximately 12’ 

Side Yard Daylight 
Plane  

10 feet at interior 
side lot line then 
45 degree angle (6) 

conforms conforms conforms 

Rear Yard Daylight 
Plane  

16 feet at rear 
setback line then 
60 degree angle (6) 

conforms conforms conforms 

Max. Site Coverage 35% with an 
additional 5% for 
covered patio/ 
overhangs  
(3,018 sf) 
 

Existing: 22%, 1,905 sf 
 
Allowed: 35%, 3,018 sf 

Existing: 17.8%,  
868 sf 
Allowed: 35%,  
1,705.9 sf 

Existing: 27.6%,  
1,037 sf 
Allowed: 35%,  
1,312.5 sf 

Max. Total Floor 
Area Ratio 

45% for first 5,000 
sf lot size and 30% 
for lot size in 
excess of 5,000 sf 
(3,337.2 sf) 

Existing: 22%,  
1,905 sf  
Allowed: 38.7% 
3,337.2 sf 

Existing: 17.8%,  
868 sf 
Allowed: 45%,  
2,193.3 sf 

Existing: 27.6%,  
1,037 sf 
Allowed: 45%,  
1,687.5 sf 
 

Max. House Size 6,000 sf 6,000 sf 6,000 sf 6,000 sf 



Residential Density One unit, except as 
provided in 
18.12.070 

Two units, existing 
non-complying 

One unit One unit 

(3)   R-1 Floodzone Heights: Provided, in a special flood hazard area as defined in Chapter 16.52, the maximum heights are 
increased by one-half of the increase in elevation required to reach base flood elevation, up to a maximum building height 
of 33 feet. 
(6)   R-1 Floodzone Daylight Plane: Provided, if the site is in a special flood hazard area and is entitled to an increase in the 
maximum height, the heights for the daylight planes shall be adjusted by the same amount. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Table 2: CONFORMANCE WITH SECTION 18.12.060 and CHAPTER 18.52 (Off-Street Parking)  

for Single Family Residential Uses 

Type Required Existing Proposed 922 College  Proposed 2160 

Cornell 

Vehicle Parking 2 parking spaces 
per unit, of which 
one must be 
covered 

2 spaces, one covered 
for each unit 
 

No change,  
Legal Non-
conforming:  
1 covered carport 
 

No change, Legal 
Non-conforming:  
1 covered garage 

 

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=california(paloalto_ca)$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'Chapter%2016.52'%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_Chapter16.52
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ACTION NO. XXXX-XX 
DRAFT RECORD OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALO ALTO LAND USE ACTION FOR  

922 COLLEGE AVENUE: PRELIMINARY PARCEL MAP 20PLN-00104  
(STANFORD UNIVERSITY, APPLICANTS)

 
 At its meeting on January 25, 2021, the City Council approved the Preliminary Parcel 

Map for a two-lot subdivision project with exceptions, making the following findings, 
determinations and declarations: 
 
 SECTION 1. Background.  The City Council of the City of Palo Alto (“City Council”) finds, 
determines, and declares as follows: 
 

A. On June 10, 2020, Eoin Buckley, on behalf of Stanford University, applied for 
a Preliminary Parcel Map with exceptions for the development of a Two-lot subdivision project 
(“The Project”). 

B. The project site is comprised of two narrow substandard lots (APN No. 137-
03-029, 137-03-030) of approximately 8,624 square feet total. The site contains two residential 
structures and single-family residential land uses are located adjacent to the lots. 

 
SECTION 2. Environmental Review.  The subject project has been assessed in accordance with 
the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
State CEQA Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City. Specifically, the project is 
categorically exempt per CEQA Guideline Section 15315 (Minor Land Subdivisions). 
 
SECTION 3. Preliminary Parcel Map Findings.  
A legislative body of a city shall deny approval of a Parcel Map, if it makes any of the following 
findings (California Government Code Section 66474): 
 
1.  That the proposed map is not consistent with applicable general and specific plans as specified 

in Section 65451: 
 
 The site does not lie within a specific plan area and is consistent with the provisions of the 

Comprehensive Plan. 
 
2. That the design or improvement of the proposed subdivision is not consistent with applicable 

general and specific plans: 
 

The map is consistent with the following Comprehensive Plan policies:  
a. Policy L-6.1: Promote high-quality design and site planning that is compatible with 

surrounding development and public spaces.  
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b. Policy L-6.5: In areas of the City having a historic or consistent design character, 
encourage the design of new development to maintain and support the existing 
character. 

 
3. That the site is not physically suitable for the type of development: 
 

The site currently contains two single-family houses, in a residential neighborhood. The 
proposed parcel map does not propose to change this. 

 
4. That the site is not physically suitable for the proposed density of development: 
 
 The proposal for the site creates two substandard R-1 lots, however the site is currently 

comprised of two narrow substandard R-1 lots. The proposed project will result in two lots 
which are more in compliance with the Zoning Code than the existing, which is allowed under 
PAMC 21.04.030(b)(17). This project does not propose to change the current density of two 
single-family houses. 

  
5. That the design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements are likely to cause 

substantial environmental damage or substantially and avoidably injure fish or wildlife or 
their habitat: 
 
The minor subdivision will not cause environmental damage or injure fish, wildlife, or their 
habitat. The project site has been fully urbanized and developed and is centrally located 
within the College Terrace area. There is no recognized sensitive wildlife or habitat in the 
project vicinity.  
 

6. That the design of the subdivision or type of improvements is likely to cause serious public 
health problems: 

 
The creation of two individual parcels will not cause serious public health problems, as it does 
not substantially affect the existing conditions and overall function of the properties as a site 
for two single-family residences.  

 
7. That the design of the subdivision or the type of improvements will conflict with easements, 

acquired by the public at large, for access through or use of, property within the proposed 
subdivision.  In this connection, the governing body may approve a map if it finds that 
alternate easements, for access or for use, will be provided, and that these will be substantially 
equivalent to ones previously acquired by the public.  This subsection shall apply only to 
easements of record or to easements established by judgment of a court of competent 
jurisdiction and no authority is hereby granted to a legislative body to determine that the 
public at large has acquired easements for access through or use of property within the 
proposed subdivision. 
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The parcel map does not propose nor require any easements. 

 
SECTION 4. Exception Findings 
 
1. There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the property. 

 
The division of the property as proposed was approved by the City in 1952, but the record 
of survey (or parcel map) was not recorded. The property was subsequently developed with 
the second single-family house as if the division of the property had been properly 
completed.  There are currently two underlying legal lots on the property, which are also 
substandard, but are asymmetrical and completely unaligned with the existing 
improvements. The new lots will be more in compliance in the sense that the lot lines will 
not go through the existing buildings, and the lots will each meet the R-1 development 
density of one primary unit per lot. 
 

2. The exception is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property 
right of the petitioner. 
 
The property is currently developed and used as two single family homes with distinct 
addresses. This has been the case since at least 1954. The proposed subdivision will ensure 
that only one existing home is located on each new parcel. 
 

3. The granting of the exception will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 
other property in the territory in which the property is situated. 
 
The subdivision of the property will confirm the existing conditions. The proposed lot sizes, 
while substandard, are in keeping with other lots in the College Terrace neighborhood. 
 

4. The granting of the exception will not violate the requirements, goals, policies, or spirit of 
the law. 
 
Granting this exception is found to be consistent with the Subdivision Map Act, Zoning 
Code, and Comprehensive Plan.  

 
SECTION 6. Parcel Map Approval. 
 
 The Parcel Map submitted for review and approval by the City Council shall be in 
substantial conformance with the Preliminary Parcel Map prepared by MacLeod and Associates 
titled “Preliminary Parcel Map With Exceptions for Subdivision Purposes (2 Lots)”, consisting of 
one (1) page, uploaded to Accela Citizen Access on January 4, 2021 except as modified to 
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incorporate the conditions of approval in Section 7.  A copy of this plan is on file in the 
Department of Planning and Development Services. 
 
SECTION 7. Conditions of Approval. 
 
Planning Division 

1. PROJECT PLANS. The Parcel Map submitted for review and approval by the Director shall 
be in substantial conformance with the Preliminary Parcel Map noted in Section 6. 

 
2. PARCEL MAP COVER PAGE. At such time as the Parcel Map is filed, the cover page shall 

include the name and title of the Director of Planning and Development Services. 
 
3. PARCEL MAP. A Parcel Map, in conformance with the approved Preliminary Parcel Map, all 

requirements of the Subdivision Ordinance (PAMC Section 21.16), and to the satisfaction 
of the City Engineer, shall be filed with the Planning Division and the Public Works 
Engineering Division. The resultant parcel map must be recorded prior to any building 
permit issuance.  

 
4. INDEMNITY.  To the extent permitted by law, the Applicant shall indemnify and hold 

harmless the City, its City Council, its officers, employees and agents (the “indemnified 
parties”) from and against any claim, action, or proceeding brought by a third party 
against the indemnified parties and the applicant to attack, set aside or void, any permit 
or approval authorized hereby for the Project, including (without limitation) reimbursing 
the City for its actual attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in defense of the litigation.  The 
City may, in its sole discretion, elect to defend any such action with attorneys of its own 
choice. 

 
Building Division 
 
1. Underlying lot lines shall be removed at time of building permit application. 
 
Public Works Engineering Department 
 
2. Applicant shall provide a preliminary title report including copies of all referenced 

documents. The report shall be dated within 3 months of Parcel Map submittal. 
 

3. The applicant agrees that the City of Palo Alto will employ the services of Siegfried 
Engineering who will function as the City Surveyor and will review, sign, and stamp the 
Parcel Map associated with this project.  
 
In an effort to employ the services of Siegfried Engineering, and as part of the City’s cost 
recovery measures, the applicant is required to provide payment to cover the cost of 
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Siegfried Engineering’s review. The map and associated documents will be forwarded to 
Siegfried Engineering for an initial review to establish the overall review cost. This will be 
based on the complexity of the project and the information shown on the document. 
This information will be shared with the applicant who will then provide written 
acknowledgement of the amount. The applicant may then provide payment for the 
review. Payment shall be provided prior to beginning the formal review process. Scope 
and Fee Letter from Siegfried Engineering will be provided separately.  
 

Utilities Water Gas Wastewater Department 
 
4. Show each parcel has one electric, water, gas, service, and one wastewater lateral 

connection connected to City of Palo Alto Utilities. 
 

5. The applicant shall submit a completed water-gas-wastewater service connection 
application – load sheet for each home to City of Palo Alto Utilities. The applicant must 
provide all the information requested for utility service demands. The applicant shall 
provide the new total loads.  

 
6. Please amend the Site Plan or Utility Map to include: the size and location of all 

underground utilities within the development and the public right of way including 
electric, water, gas, mains and meters, backflow prevents, fire sprinkler riser, 
sewer/storm mains, sewer cleanouts, catch basins and any other required utilities. 
Include topographic features in the sidewalk like vaults, curb & gutter, sidewalk, planting 
strips, driveway approach, trees, etc.  
 

7. Add to the Site Plan or Deconstruction Plan the following note: UNUSED UTILITIES 
SERVICES REQUIREMENTS: ALL EXISTING WATER, GAS AND WASTEWATER SERVICES 
THAT WILL NOT BE REUSED SHALL BE ABANDOED AT THE MAIN PER WGW UTILITIES 
PROCEDURES. 

 
SECTION 8. Term of Approval. 
 

1. Preliminary Parcel Map.  All conditions of approval of the Preliminary Parcel 
Map shall be fulfilled prior to approval of a Parcel Map (PAMC Section 21.16.010[c]). Unless a 
Parcel Map is filed, and all conditions of approval are fulfilled within a two-year period from the 
date of Preliminary Parcel Map approval, or such extension as may be granted, the Preliminary 
Parcel Map shall expire and all proceedings shall terminate. The Director of Planning and 
Development Services may approve one extension prior to expiration of the Preliminary Parcel 
Map, consistent with the provisions of PAMC Title 21. 
 
PASSED:  
AYES: 
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NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTENTIONS: 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  ____________________________ 
City Clerk     Director of Planning and 
     Development Services  
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
___________________________ 
Senior Asst. City Attorney 
 
 
 
PLANS AND DRAWINGS REFERENCED: 
 
Those plans prepared by MacLeod Associates titled “Preliminary Parcel Map with Exceptions for 
Subdivision (2 Lots)”, consisting of one page, dated January 4, 2021. 



1

Foley, Emily

From: Carolyn Sledge <carsledge@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 2:07 PM
To: Foley, Emily; CAROLYN SLEDGE
Subject: opposition to 922 College avenue  strong  opposition

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Hello Emily, 
 
Just wanted to let you know I am strong opposed to this variance that would let a builder build 2 houses on this very small 
lot. 
 
Our neighborhood is being destroyed by landlords that do not even live here.  All they care about is there profits and not 
the livability of this neighborhood. 
 
Please have some compassion on the people who live through all of this noise, loss of use of sidewalks  Mess etc. 
 
Please just build one home as the zone requires. 
 
Thank you,  Carolyn Sledge   neighbor who actually live within 100 feet of this property.   
 
We need some open space for life to exist.!!!! 
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Foley, Emily

From: Foley, Emily
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 2:01 PM
To: herb_borock@hotmail.com
Cc: French, Amy; Nguyen, Vinhloc; Gerhardt, Jodie
Subject: RE: 922 College Avenue [20PLN-00104]

Hello Herb, 
 
Yes, as you noted this project has already been scheduled and noticed for a Planning and Transportation Commission 
Hearing.  
 
Typically, we cannot cancel a hearing after it has been noticed, but since the item has been removed from the 11/12 
Director’s Hearing and there are no other items, the meeting is effectively cancelled as there are no items on the 
agenda.  
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions about the project. 
 
Thanks, 
Emily 
 
 

 

Emily Foley | AICP | Associate Planner | Planning & Development Services 
250 Hamilton Ave. 5th Floor, Palo Alto CA 94301 
Phone: (650) 617 ‐ 3125 

Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you! 
Online Parcel Report | Palo Alto Municipal Code 
Planning Forms & Handouts | Planning Applications Mapped 
Permit Tracking – Public Access    
 

 
 

From: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 10:10 AM 
To: Nguyen, Vinhloc <Vinhloc.Nguyen@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Gerhardt, Jodie <Jodie.Gerhardt@CityofPaloAlto.org>; 
Foley, Emily <Emily.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Subject: FW: 922 College Avenue [20PLN‐00104] 
 
 
 

         
Amy French| Chief Planning Official 
250 Hamilton Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94301 
D: 650.329.2336| E: amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org 
Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you! 

The City of Palo Alto is doing its part to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19.  We have successfully transitioned most of our 
employees to a remote work environment. We remain available to 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or  
deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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you via email, phone, and virtual meetings during our normal 
business hours.  
 

 
 

From: herb <herb_borock@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 08, 2020 5:57 PM 
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Subject: 922 College Avenue [20PLN‐00104] 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

A public hearing notice in the Daily Post indicated that there will be a Director's Hearing on a Preliminary Parce 
Map to divide 922 College Avenue into two parcels (File 20PLN‐00104] on November 12, 2020. 
 
This proposed lot division requires exceptions and, therefore, is not a subject that can be reviewed at a 
Director's Hearing. 
 
The same subject is now scheduled for a hearing on November 18, 2020 before the Planning and 
Transportation Commission, which is the appropriate body to make a recommendation to the City Council on 
an application for a Preliminary Parcel Map with Exceptions. 
 
Holding a separate Director's Hearing on the subject would bias the hearing process before the Planning & 
Transportation Commission. 
 
Please cancel the Director's Hearing for 922 College Avenue if you have not already done so. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Herb Borock 
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Foley, Emily

From: Maryjane Marcus <maryjane.marcus@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 11:03 PM
To: Foley, Emily
Subject: Re: 922 college

Dear Emily, 
 
Thank you.  yes, I oppose this change and am also still troubled that Stanford is viewed as single use owners rather than 
a massive developer, since they own already 30% of my street and over 40 homes in College Terrace.   It is not fair for us 
individuals to have to go up against Stanford ‐ we just can't win.   It's not a level playing field.    
 
Warmly 
Mary Jane 
 
 
On Mon, Nov 9, 2020 at 4:25 PM Foley, Emily <Emily.Foley@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Hi Mary Jane, 

  

You are receiving this email since you previously commented on the subdivision project for 922 College Ave . I wanted 
to inform you that this item will be heard at the Planning and Transportation Commission meeting on November 18th. 
The agenda and staff report will be published later this week on this webpage: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/boards/ptc/default.asp.  

  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

  

Thank you, 

Emily 

  

 

Emily Foley | AICP | Associate Planner | Planning & Development Services 
250 Hamilton Ave. 5th Floor, Palo Alto CA 94301 

Phone: (650) 617 ‐ 3125 

Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you! 

Online Parcel Report | Palo Alto Municipal Code 
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Planning Forms & Handouts | Planning Applications Mapped 

Permit Tracking – Public Access    

  

  

  

From: Maryjane Marcus <maryjane.marcus@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 1:25 PM 
To: Foley, Emily <Emily.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Cc: Lait, Jonathan <Jonathan.Lait@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Subject: Re: 922 college 

  

Dear Emily, 

  

Yes, thanks for emailing me.   

  

Just FYI ‐‐  (why I'm cc'ing Jonathan) 

We have a much bigger issue in that Stanford's activity in College Terrace, in my opinion,  should we viewed as a 
'development' and not viewed as a bunch of single homes each reviewed separately.  Stanford's purchases are a 
coordinated effort approved by the Board of Stanford to advance educational purposes, and they coordinate 
renovations, tear downs (which are most, much more than average homes here) and they sell them at the same 
time.  These are permanently removed from the housing stock, and now 40+ homes in College TErrace are gone. The 
character of the neighborhood is losing its flavor as more and more homes are torn down here, unprecedented relative 
to home purchases before Stanford became a big player in the last 4 years.  They tore down a beautiful Craftsman next 
door to me to build a mega‐home.   We are uniquely targeted in Palo Alto being right off campus.  this is something you 
can also discuss in planning, that would be great.   

  

Sincerely 

Mary Jane 
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On Thu, Sep 10, 2020 at 10:16 AM Foley, Emily <Emily.Foley@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Hello Mary Jane, 

  

Thank you for sharing your concerns for the 922 College project application.  

  

The project is going through two simultaneous project review processes, for the preliminary parcel map and for a 
variance.  

  

The subdivision is a discretionary permit, which is approved at a Director’s Hearing. This meeting has not yet been 
scheduled, but you will be notified by mail at least 10 days prior to the hearing, as required by the Subdivision Code. I 
will also make a note to email you. You will have the opportunity to provide public comment at the hearing, and the 
Director makes his decision within two weeks after the hearing.  

  

The variance is a staff‐level project, which does not require a public hearing. However, after the decision is made, it 
can be appealed to the Planning and Transportation Commission.  

  

The project is still under Staff review, it will not move forward to a hearing until both application types are ready to be 
approved. At this point, we are waiting for the applicant to resubmit the project, which will start another 30‐day staff 
review period. A Director’s Hearing would be a minimum of 60 days from the date of resubmittal, and typically occur 
on a Thursday afternoon. The City is expecting to still be working from home, and therefore the hearing is expected to 
take place on Zoom.  

  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

  

Thank you, 

Emily 

  

Emily Foley | AICP | Associate Planner | Planning & Development Services 
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250 Hamilton Ave. 5th Floor, Palo Alto CA 94301 

Phone: (650) 617 ‐ 3125 

Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you! 

Online Parcel Report | Palo Alto Municipal Code 

Planning Forms & Handouts | Planning Applications Mapped 

Permit Tracking – Public Access    

  

  

  

From: Maryjane Marcus <maryjane.marcus@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 6:23 PM 
To: Foley, Emily <Emily.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Subject: 922 college 

  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Emily,   

  

I completely oppose turning those houses into 2 separate parcels.   Stanford has already torn down 2 homes on our 
street to build mega homes and they are significantly changing the character of our street which has 

Small homes and cottages.   Stanford owns 5 homes on our street.    

  

Sincerely  

Mary Jane Marcus  

2090 Cornell st  

4162699079  

‐‐  

Kafenia COVID Response:  
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Millions need help, but you can start with one neighbor in our own community.  Support our RENT FUND. 

  

  

 
 

  

‐‐  

Kafenia COVID Response:  

Millions need help, but you can start with one neighbor in our own community.  Support our RENT FUND. 

  

  

 
 
 
‐‐  
 
“The heart is a 

The thousand-stringed instrument 

 

That can only be tuned with 

Love.” 

 Khwāja Šams ud-Dīn Muhammad Hāfez-e Šīrāzī, The Gift / شمس الدين محمد حافظ ―



Attachment E 

 

 

Project Plans 

During the ongoing Shelter-in-Place, project plans are only available online. 

 

Directions to review Project plans online:  

1. Go to: bit.ly/PApendingprojects  

2. Scroll down to find “922 College Ave. and 2160 Cornell St.” and click the address 

link 

3. On this project specific webpage you will find a link to the project plans and 

other important information 

 

Direct Link to Project Webpage: 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=4722&TargetID=319 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/PApendingprojects
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