CITY OF PALO ALTO OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
August 5, 2019
The Honorable City Council
Palo Alto, California

Selection of Applicants to Interview for an Unfinished Term on the
Architectural Review Board
Recommendation
Direct Staff to schedule interviews with all applicants for one position with an
unfinished term on the Architectural Review Board.
Discussion
A total of 5 applications have been submitted for this open position. Staff is requesting
the City Council select the candidates to be interviewed for one position on the
Architectural Review Board, with a term ending December 15, 2020.
The date and time for the interviews is to be determined.
Some applications may be redacted at the request of the applicant. A full set of nonredacted applications will be provided to Council Members directly.
Background
During the last several recruitments, Council has elected to interview all applicants for
respective Boards and Commissions.
On March 12, 2019, the City Clerk's Office learned Wynne Furth would be resigning
from the Architectural Review Board, effective July 31, 2019.
The City Clerk’s Office advertised this recruitment from February 12, 2019 through
April 2, 2019, satisfying the 15-day minimum advertising period outlined in Municipal
Code Section 2.16.060(a). Advertising included placements in the Daily Post
newspaper, Palo Alto Online Express email, Palo Alto Weekly newspaper;
announcements by the City Manager during Council meetings; promotion on the City’s
website and social media; and inclusion in weekly Council Packet GovDelivery
notifications.
One application was received for the Architectural Review Board during this
recruitment period.
At the April 15, 2019 City Council meeting, the City Council directed Staff to extend the
recruitment for the unfinished term on the Architectural Review Board. The recruitment
period was extended through July 12, 2019.
Four additional applications were received during this extended recruitment period.
Applicants
Architectural Review Board

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Shri Chawla
Steven J. Eichler
Amie Neff
Grace Lee
Curtis Smolar (applied during original recruitment period)

ATTACHMENTS:
•

Attachment A: ARB Application - Shri Chawla

•

Attachment B: ARB Application - Steven Eichler (PDF)

•

Attachment C: ARB Application - Grace Lee

(PDF)

•

Attachment D: ARB Application - Amie Neff

(PDF)

•

Attachment E: ARB Application - Curtis Smolar (PDF)

(PDF)

Department Head: Beth Minor, City Clerk
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Architectural Review Board

Personal Information – Note: The ARB regularly meets the first and third Thursdays of the month at 8:30 a.m.
Name: Steven J Eichler
Address: 592 Sand Hill Cir, Menlo Park CA 94025
Cell Phone: 650.387.0080
__ Home / __ Office Phone: 650.328.4013
E-mail: steven@eichlerdesigns.com
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes __ No
Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members? __ Yes __ No
Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? __ Yes __ No
California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700.
Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;
1) engage in business with the City,
2) provide products or services for City projects, or
3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? __ Yes __ No
Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? __ Yes __ No
How did you learn about the vacancy on the Architectural Review Board?
__ Community Group

__ Daily Post

__ Email from City Clerk

__ City Website

__ Palo Alto Weekly

__ Flyer

by City of Palo Alto, Call from Office of the City Clerk
Other: Outreach
______________________________________________________________________________
List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or
professional registration: (621 characters)

BA, Architecture, University of California, at Berkeley
Designer, Kitchen & Baths
Chief Operations Officer, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Technology Officer,
for a privately held Commercial Lender
Grant Program Project Manager, Bayview District in San Francisco,
for Publicly Funded Façade & Tenant Improvement Projects

Employment
Present or Last Employer: Eichler Designs
Occupation: Project Manager
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Steven J Eichler

Architectural Review Board

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1311 characters)

Founding Board Member, Hometown Peninsula, an Independent Business Alliance
Board of Director, Abilities United

1. What is it about the Architectural Review Board that is compatible with your experience and of
specific interest to you, and why? (1449 characters)

As a designer and project manager, I am constantly striving towards the highest possible
solution for any given situation. A one size fits all approach rarely works.
What interests me most about being on the Architectural Review Board, is the opportunity
to have a meaningful influence on the future of the City of Palo Alto as it is seen in
its buildings and dwellings. This includes consideration for the past builders who have
contributed to the architectural value of the City, and encouraging today's builders to
take the long view about how the City will be seen in the future.
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Steven J Eichler

Architectural Review Board

2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Board that is of particular interest to you
and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a Board meeting you can
view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1449 characters)

There have been several submissions that have come before the Board in the past that did
not meet the Design Guidelines, and architecturally were out of scale and out of
character with the neighboring structures. And, there have been others than seek to
ignore issues of current times, such as affordable housing, density (which in some cases
is a good thing), traffic, or at least do not make an optimal effort to address these
issues for the benefit of 'all,' wherein self-interest tends to drive the initial
attempt to get through this process.
Progress does not need to be done at the expense of destroying the past in every facet.
Preservation does not only have to be about saving the existing structures, it can also
mean preserving the scale and character of neighborhoods with whatever is newly built.

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Architectural Review Board achieve,
and why? How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1587 characters)

The most significant goal I have for the Architectural Review Board to achieve is
pursuing a balance between progress and preservation. I believe that one of the first
steps to achieving this is better communication between the Applicant, their immediate
neighbors, and surrounding community, before making a submission. Then upon reviewing a
submission, evaluating the effort of the Applicant to develop within the Design
Guidelines, Zoning, Planning and Building Codes, as they apply, and/or demonstrating
that a deviation from these is in the best interest of the neighborhood and City as
much as it may be for their project, including that while there can never be complete
agreement, the consensus reflects a reasonable best case solution.
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Steven J Eichler

Architectural Review Board

4. Please identify a project or projects that you find to be examples of good architecture, and
explain why. You may attach samples, identify project addresses, or provide links. If you attach
samples, Staff may request that you bring hard copy print outs to the interviews. (1035 characters)

The David & Lucile Packard Foundation Building, Los Altos — energy efficient, excellent
use of daylight, sustainable design, and it is artful in appearance.
New Mitchell Park Library Branch — also an environmentally friendly building, including
the landscaping, with a good blend of differing public spaces for different uses.
Ramona Street National Historic District — beautiful example of the retention and
repair of the character of an historic building and area.
Hoover Institution's David and Joan Traitel Building, on Stanford Campus — inside out
feel with a significant amount of glazing allowing for the integration of both
artificial and natural light sources, grand open spaces and the use of wood finishes
that accentuate spaces with a nature like feel.

5. Architectural Review Board Members work with the documents listed below. If you have
experience with any of these documents, please describe that experience. Experience with these
documents is not required for selection. (1173 characters)
Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan LINK
Zoning Code LINK
El Camino Real Design Guidelines LINK

El Camino Real Master Plan Study LINK
Area Plans such as the South of Forest Avenue (SOFA) I and II Plans LINK
California Environmental Quality Act LINK
Permit Streamline Act LINK
Density Bonus Law LINK
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards LINK

In past years I have reviewed the Zoning Code as they would apply to Client Projects.
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Steven J Eichler

Architectural Review Board

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website
California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.
The full code can be read here: LINK
Read the code, and check only ONE option below:
I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and
Commission Application intact. I have read and understand my rights under Government Code
Section 6254.21. I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo
Alto City Clerk.
OR
I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website. I am
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact
information instead.
Address:
Cell Phone:
__ Home / __ Office Phone:
E-mail:

05.08.2019
Signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: _____________
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Steven J Eichler

Architectural Review Board

DocuSign Envelope ID: 95C26E2A-B3A4-423C-BD9E-06F32A2F9D10

Personal Information
Name:
Address:
Cell Phone:
____ Home / ____ Office Phone:
E-mail:
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? ____ Yes ____ No
Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?
____ Yes ____ No
Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? ____ Yes ____ No
lict of Interest Code
require appointed board and commission
members to file a detailed disclosure of their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission,
Conflict of Interest, Form 700.
Do you have an investment in, or do you serve as an officer or director of, a company doing business in
Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;
1) engage in business with the City,
2) provide products or services for City projects, or
3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? ____ Yes ____ No
Excluding your principal residence, do you own real property in Palo Alto? ____ Yes ____ No
How did you learn about this vacancy?
____ Community Group

____ Daily Post

____ Email from City Clerk

____ City Website

____ Palo Alto Weekly

____ Flyer

Other:
List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional
registration:

Architectural Review Board Application
1 of 5
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Employment
Present or Last Employer:
Occupation:

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations:

1.

What is it about the Architectural Review Board that is compatible with your experience
and of specific interest to you, and why?

Architectural Review Board Application
2 of 5
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2.

Please describe an issue that recently came before the Board that is of particular interest to
you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a Board meeting
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center:

3.

If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Architectural Review Board
achieve, and why? How would you suggest accomplishing this?

Architectural Review Board Application
3 of 5
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4.

Please identify a project or projects that you find to be examples of good architecture, and
explain why. You may attach samples, identify project addresses, or provide links. If you
attach samples, Staff may request that you bring hard copy print outs to the interviews.

5.

Architectural Review Board Members work with the documents listed below. If you have
experience with any of these documents, please describe that experience. Experience with
these documents is not required for selection.
Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan
Zoning Code
El Camino Real Design Guidelines
El Camino Real Master Plan Study and Appendices
Area Plans such as the South of Forest Avenue (SOFA) I and II Plans
California Environmental Quality Act
Permit Streamline Act
Density Bonus Law
Secretary of the

Standards

Architectural Review Board Application
4 of 5

DocuSign Envelope ID: 95C26E2A-B3A4-423C-BD9E-06F32A2F9D10

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part,

This consent form will not be redacted and will be attached

The full code can be read here:
Read the code, and check only ONE option below:

_
Commission Application intact. I have read and understand my rights under Government Code
Section 6254.21. I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the
Palo Alto City Clerk.
OR
I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact
information instead.

Address:
Cell Phone:
____ Home / ____ Office Phone: ___________________________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________________
The phone number / address can be non-public and different than the address collected on page one.

Signature:

Date:

(Optional) Additional Attachment(s)

If you would like to submit a resume, work sample, etc. along with your

Architectural Review Board Application
5 of 5

Brettle, Jessica
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Amie Neff <amie.neff@gmail.com>
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 3:42 PM
Lunt, Kimberly
Brettle, Jessica
Re: FW: Architectural Review Board Application

All Correct. Please resubmit the previous application with the following updates:
I would add the following more relevant information for question #2‐‐"Please describe an issue that recently came
before the Board that is of particular interest to you and describe why you are interested in it."
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
I realize these are two areas that have not been within the purview of the Architectural Review Board, but these cases
will have an enormous impact on our aesthetic world. Many of the questions that come up when grappling with the
right way to decide on an ARB case must surely be part of these following city issues:
1) The recently completed study for and adoption of Design Guidelines for Palo Alto's Eichler neighborhoods was
something I followed very closely. While only one neighborhood in Palo Alto has an official 'Historic' designation, there
are a number of our neighborhoods that were developed by Joseph Eichler throughout the 50's, 60's and 70's which
have had a collective design impact on Palo Alto. Many community members feel that history is worth preserving, and
others feel like the 'ticky‐tack' house was cheap, inefficient and small. As someone who both believes in 'regional flavor',
and as a professional whose job has been to help people transform their spaces to fit their own needs, I felt there were
some solutions available to the city to address both ends of the spectrum. The city treated this as an information
gathering exercise alone which led to no regulatory adoption or enforcement. They failed to recognize that the majority
of community members who were opting to demolish their Eichler homes in order to re‐build weren't doing so for lack
of information, but for a disinterest in the City's history. A simple list prioritizing items requiring enforcement for
example; massing, materials, & fenestration, or no regulation; fixtures, hardware, & interior space, would have gone a
long way to help preserve the distinctive flavor of the city, while allowing for growth and change.
2) The ongoing issue confronting our city with respect to the train corridor bifurcating our residential single family
neighborhoods and the eventual grade separation we must choose is another issue I have been dedicated to following.
Again, this issue will have visual, aural, and 'flow' impacts that will direct the growth of the neighborhood for many years
to come. My particular interest in this issue started because of my home's proximity to the tracks, and the experiences
of delays, noise, visibility and the more critical issue of safety. We have lived here long enough to decipher which noises
are which, some of them are devastating. We are being asked as a city to address current issues the train poses; crossing
from East to West and back in our city is difficult, our school system sends kids back and forth over the tracks all day
long, unlike many other municipalities along the corridor our tracks are straddled by single family homes, especially in
the south part of the city and contend with the horns, the increased traffic cutting through neighborhoods to avoid the
long back‐ups, the bells, the lights, the rumble of the train. We are being asked to imagine just how terrible it will
become with the increased service‐something we are trying to put numbers to in order to anticipate reactions to
possible crossing closures, or maybe decreased drivers as train service becomes more available, or more bike lanes are
added and encouraged, and finally we are being to asked to imagine a future that may not yet exist: is a uni‐directional
train really the future? The quick and dirty response to build something fast and cheap is as bad as defaulting to no
choice at all because nothing is perfect. My hope is that the city is guided by its citizens to make a choice that everyone
can live with, not one that everyone hates equally.
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Thank You for the opportunity,
Best Regards,
Amie Neff
1
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Not ready to submit
Your Application?

1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
2. Click FINISH LATER

Extended deadline April 2, 2019 at 4:30pm
Personal Information

Note: The ARB regularly meets the first and third Thursdays of the month at 8:30 a.m.

Name: 'YVXMW)7QSPEV
Address: ;EZIVPI]7XVIIX
Cell Phone: 
____ Home / ____ Office Phone: 
E-mail: GWQSPEV$KQEMPGSQ
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? ____ Yes ____ No
Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?
____ Yes ____ No
Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? ____ Yes ____ No
lict of Interest Code
require appointed board and commission
members to file a detailed disclosure of their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict
of Interest, Form 700.
Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director of, a
company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;
1) engage in business with the City,
2) provide products or services for City projects, or
3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? ____ Yes ____ No
Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? ___Yes ___ No
How did you learn about this vacancy?
____ Community Group

____ Daily Post

____ Email from City Clerk

____ City Website

____ Palo Alto Weekly

____ Flyer

Other:
List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional
registration: (621 characters)
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Not ready to submit
Your Application?

1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
2. Click FINISH LATER

Extended deadline April 2, 2019 at 4:30pm
Employment
Present or Last Employer: 0IKEPMWX-RG
Occupation: +IRIVEP'SYRWIP

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1311 characters)

*SVQIVFSEVHQIQFIVSJXLI4EPS%PXS0MXXPI0IEKYI

1.

What is it about the Architectural Review Board that is compatible with your experience and
of specific interest to you, and why? (1449 characters)

-IRXIVIH7]VEGYWI9RMZIVWMX]MRXLILSRSVWTVSKVEQJSGYWMRKSRE
GSYVWISJWXYH]MRXIKVEXMRKEVXMRXSGMZMGJSVYQW
7MRGIFIGSQMRKEREXXSVRI]-LEZII\XIRWMZII\TIVMIRGIQIHMEXMRK
PMXMKEXMRKERHEHZMWMRKGPMIRXWJVSQMRHMZMHYEPWXSGSPPIKIWSR
EVGLMXIGXYVEPWXVYGXYVIW-LEZIVIWSPZIHHS^IRWSJGEWIWVIKEVHMRK
MWWYIWVIPEXMRKXSWM^IJMXERHGLEVEGXIVSJERIMKLFSVLSSH
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Not ready to submit
Your Application?

1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
2. Click FINISH LATER

Extended deadline April 2, 2019 at 4:30pm
2.

Please describe an issue that recently came before the Board that is of particular interest to
you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a Board meeting
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center:
(1449 characters)

8LI)P'EQMRSLSYWMRKTVSNIGXWXLEX[IVIVIGIRXP]ETTVSZIH-XETTIEVW
XLEXXLIXLIWM^IERHHIRWMX]SJXLIFYMPHMRKEVIGSRWMWXIRX[MXLXLI
GSYRGMP WVIGIRX^SRIGLERKIWMRGPYHMRKXLIGVIEXMSRSJXLIRI[
EJJSVHEFPILSYWMRKSZIVPE]^SRIXLEXEPPS[WQSVIHIRWMX]
8LMWTVSNIGXWLS[WXLIXIRWMSRFIX[IIRXLIEVGLMXIGXWHIWMKRMRK
FYMPHMRKWXLEXEVIGSRWMWXIRX[MXLXLIGYVVIRXIRZMVSRQIRXERHGVIEXMRK
FYMPHMRKWXLEXGERHIEP[MXLMRGVIEWIHHIRWMX]8LMWXIRWMSRFIX[IIR
XLIX[S-JMRHIRKVSWWMRK

3.

If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Architectural Review Board
achieve, and why? How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1587 characters)

-[SYPHPMOIXSWIIXLI%VGLMXIGXYVEP6IZMI[&SEVHXSGSRXMRYIXS
TVSZMHIGPIEVJIIHFEGOXSETTPMGERXW-[SYPHPMOIXSWIIFSEVH
GSRXMRYIXSJSGYWSRXLIQIVMXWSJXLITVSTSWIHTVSNIGXZIVWYWXLI
TVSGIHYVEPMWWYIW MIGSQTPIXIRIWWSJETTPMGEXMSR XSGVIEXIXLIFIWX
TSWWMFPIVIWYPXWJSVXLIGSQQYRMX]-[SYPHEPWSPMOIXSWIIHMWTYXIW
FIMRKHIEPX[MXLMRTVSHYGXMZI[E]WXLEX[MPPMRGVIEWIXLITYFPMG W
XVYWXMRXLI%6&
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Not ready to submit
Your Application?

1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
2. Click FINISH LATER

Extended deadline April 2, 2019 at 4:30pm
4.

Please identify a project or projects that you find to be examples of good architecture, and
explain why. You may attach samples, identify project addresses, or provide links. If you attach
samples, Staff may request that you bring hard copy print outs to the interviews. (1035 characters)

&V]ERX7XVIIXVIRSZEXMSRSJXLI,MWXSVMG4SPMGI7XEXMSRXLEX
LSRSVIHXLILMWXSVMGFYMPHMRK
+EVHIR'SYVX,SXIP9WMRKEVGLMXIGXYVEPEGYQIRXSQMRMQM^IXLI
MQTEGXSJEPEVKIFYMPHMRKMRERYVFERIRZMVSRQIRX
7GMIRGIERH)RKMRIIVMRK5YEHEX7XERJSVH'VIEXIHF]4IM'SFF
*VIIH-EQTEVXMEPXS-14IMFIGEYWILI[EWXLIEVGLMXIGXSJXLISJ
XLI7-7GLSSPSJ4YFPMG'SQQYRMGEXMSRWJVSQ[LMGL-KVEHYEXIH

5.

Architectural Review Board Members work with the documents listed below. If you have
experience with any of these documents, please describe that experience. Experience with
these documents is not required for selection. (1173 characters)
Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan
Zoning Code
El Camino Real Design Guidelines
El Camino Real Master Plan Study
Area Plans such as the South of Forest Avenue (SOFA) I and II Plans
California Environmental Quality Act
Permit Streamline Act
Density Bonus Law
Secretary of the

Standards

-EQJEQMPMEV[MXLXLI4EPS%PXS'SQTVILIRWMZI4PER-EQ[IPPZIVWIH
MRXLI'EPMJSVRME)RZMVSRQIRXEP5YEPMX]%GXERH>SRMRK'SHILEZMRK
HIEPX[MXLXLIQMRQ]PE[TVEGXMGIERH4IVQMX7XVIEQPMRI%GXJSVE
TVSNIGX

Architectural Review Board Application
4 of 5

DocuSign Envelope ID: 7D70E499-C829-4AC8-85B7-763DD240290C

Not ready to submit
Your Application?

1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
2. Click FINISH LATER

Extended deadline April 2, 2019 at 4:30pm
Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part,

This consent form will not be redacted and will be attached

The full code can be read here:
Read the code, and check only ONE option below:

_
Commission Application intact. I have read and understand my rights under Government Code
Section 6254.21. I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo
Alto City Clerk.
OR
I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact
information instead.

Address:
Cell Phone:
____ Home / ____ Office Phone: ___________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________

(Optional) Additional Attachment(s)

If you would like to submit a resume, work sample, etc. along with your

Architectural Review Board Application
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