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Summary Title: State of CA COPS Funding 2018 

Title: Approval of the Acceptance and Appropriation of State of California 
Citizens Options for Public Safety (COPS) Funds and Approval of a Budget 
Amendment in the Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund 

From: City Manager 

Lead Department: Police 
 
Recommendation  
Staff recommends that the City Council:  

1. Approve the acceptance and appropriation of Citizens Options for Public Safety (COPS) 
funds from the State of California; and 

2. Amend the Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Appropriation for the Supplemental Law 
Enforcement Services Fund by:  
a. Increasing the estimate for Revenue from the State of California by $105,964; and, 
b. Increasing the Police Department Facilities and Equipment appropriation by 

$133,000.  
c. Decreasing the Ending Fund Balance by $27,036. 

 
Background  
Since 1997, the California State Budget Act has included allocations to counties and cities for 
the COPS program. This funding is intended to fill the need for additional resources at the local 
level to ensure public safety. Under the provisions of Government Code Section 30061, a 
percentage of the funds are allocated to counties and cities, based upon population, for law 
enforcement services. Funds must supplement existing services and cannot be used to supplant 
any existing funds. Each city is also required to deposit the funds into a separate Supplemental 
Law Enforcement Services Fund so that these funds are not intermingled with General Fund 
dollars. The funds must be used to benefit front-line law enforcement efforts. 
 
Previous uses of COPS funds have included the purchase of a replacement K-9 unit; crime scene 
evidence collection vehicle; firearm instructor hearing protection; mobile data terminals, youth 
program activities; upgrades to the telecommunications infrastructure; upgrades to the patrol 
vehicle and traffic motorcycle programs; and property and evidence operational and security 
improvements.  
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Discussion  
Staff proposes to use the COPS funds in the following manner: 
  

• Automated External Defibrillators (AED) ($30,000) 
The proposed Palo Alto Automated External Defibrillator (AED) purchase matches a 
contribution of $30,000 from the County of Santa Clara, in partnership with Racing 
Hearts, a Palo Alto-based non-profit. The County funding comes from the County EMS 
Trust Funds and 2012 Measure A Funds for public safety and health programs. The AED 
purchase will allow the Palo Alto Police Department to equip every patrol car (deployed 
on the street) with an AED device for the first time. Previous AED deployments required 
police officers to check out an AED on a daily basis.  This program will provide the 
community with faster, more efficient access to these life saving devices by having one 
AED mounted in every patrol car. When an automated external defibrillator (AED) is 
deployed within the first 4-6 minutes and in combination with CPR, the survival rates of 
sudden cardiac arrest can increase up to 80 percent.  This purchase would ensure 
constant, around the clock accessibility to ensure lifesaving measures for our aging 
citizenry and assist with the increasing volume of medical aid calls for service.   
 

• Electronic Citation Software ($50,000) 
Electronic citation software (“E-cite”) provides officers with a more efficient and 
accurate means of issuing citations. E-citations eliminate two common issues, writing 
illegibility and a failure to complete all required cite information. The system’s improved 
accuracy and faster processing time should increase the ability to issue cites or warnings 
and enhance revenue. The Council previously approved $45,000 of COPS funding for the 
E-cite program (CMR 5425)  in 2015. This additional allocation is to fully fund the E-cite 
program ($95,000) to include all patrol officers, rather than just traffic officers.  
 

• Rifle Magnifiers ($53,000) 
The purchase of the rifle magnifiers decreases liability to the City and officers and 
improves safety for citizens by increasing accuracy should the need to use a rifle in the 
field arise.   The rifle magnifiers are a safety extension for the rifle. The new magnifiers 
will allow an officer to see the object three times larger than currently allowed. All 
officers (except a handful of our newest officers) are rifle-certified, and all patrol cars 
are outfitted with rifles. The deployment of rifles is a long-standing, standard law 
enforcement practice. Palo Alto officers have been outfitted with rifles for over twenty 
years. The Department hosts an in-house course approved by the California Peace 
Officer Standards and Training (POST) Commission to train all of our officers in the use 
of the patrol rifle.    

 
Resource Impact  
The Police Department has received funds each year under this program since its inception in 
1998. Annual allocations have averaged approximately $100,000 over the last few years. The 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/45528
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City received the official notice from the California Department of Finance in September 2018 
that the City’s COPS allocation for Fiscal Year 2019 is $105,964. Revenues of $105,964 are 
recommended to be recognized in the City’s Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund.  
 
A total of $133,000 of expenditures are anticipated as described previously in the 
memorandum, which will be covered by the COPS grant funding appropriated in FY 2019 
($105,964), as well as COPS funding received in previous years that was unspent ($27,036). 
There will be no impact to the General Fund as ongoing maintenance costs for the items 
purchased by the SLESF will be absorbed in the Department’s existing non-salary budget.  
 
Policy Implications  
Expenditures of funds associated with COPS funds are consistent with City Policy.  
 
Environmental Assessment  
Acceptance of COPS funding and the proposed expenditures for public safety equipment are 
not projects subject to CEQA requirements. 
Attachments: 

• 2018-19 Citizens' Option for Public Safety (COPS) and Juvenile Justice 

http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Payments/copsdofletter_1718.pdf
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