City of Palo Alto

(ID # 6004)

City Council Staff Report
Report Type: Consent Calendar

Meeting Date: 8/31/2015

Summary Title: Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Proposed Improvements
Title: Review and Approval of Concept Plan Line Alignments for Proposed
Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Along Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way
From: City Manager
Lead Department: Planning and Community Environment
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the City Council review and approve the Concept Plan Line alignments
for the Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard Projects as shown in Attachment A.

Executive Summary
Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way are classified as existing Bicycle Boulevards within the Palo Alto
Bicycle and Transportation Plan 2012. Together, these two streets comprise an essential
north/south corridor between El Camino Real and Alma Street, providing connections to
downtown Palo Alto, Stanford University, Palo Alto High School, the California Avenue Business
District, and Mountain View. The Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way proposed enhancements will
provide continuous, low-stress on-street bikeways with travel time and safety improvements to
support healthy transportation. The Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way concept plans include short
segments on Stanford Avenue, James Road, and Maclane Street for bikeway network
connectivity.
The proposed corridor improvements incorporate focused bicycle enhancements and traffic
calming measures to reduce auto speeds, as well as stop sign removal, repaving, and
improvements to arterial crossings to better serve a diversity of ages and abilities. Additionally,
the proposed project includes enhanced crosswalks and curb extensions to improve the
pedestrian environment along the corridor. The existing tree canopy combined with new
landscaping will promote shade and reduce heat island effects for comfortable walking,
running, and bicycling opportunities.
This project is currently funded through the Concept Plan Line stage with the intention of
identifying preferred treatment options and placements. The Concept Plan Line serves as the
basis for the Environmental Assessment and Design Phase, helping to determine the level of

City of Palo Alto

Page 1

effort for a contract to complete this additional work, which is a prerequisite to construction.
Fehr & Peers is the lead consultant team for this project.

Background
Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Plan 2012
The Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Plan ( B P T P ) 2012 includes a Proposed Bikeway
Network of multi-use paths, bicycle boulevards, enhanced bikeway facilities, bicycle lane
facilities, and bicycle routes. The BPTP also includes a list of priority projects that should be
considered for implementation to help prioritize local and regional funding. The plan has
stated goals of increasing bicycle traffic for local and total work commutes by 100% by 2020 by
providing improved facilities for bicyclists along the proposed bikeway network, which
facilitates both north-south and east-west connectivity throughout Palo Alto. A copy of the
Proposed Bikeway Network is provided in Attachment B.
Implementation of the BPTP started in 2013 with the City Council authorizing up to $1.2M per
year over five years as part of the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) to help implement the
plan. With this commitment of funds, 21 projects are currently being studied and designed for
implementation, including the Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard Projects,
which were initiated in 2014. This report summarizes the recommended improvements to the
Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way corridors. A City Council study session is scheduled for October
to allow for an overall update/discussion of current bicycle projects and BPTP implementation.
Bicycle Boulevard Purpose and Benefits
The City pioneered the creation of the first “bicycle boulevard” – turning Bryant Street, a
residential street, into a street that prioritized bicycle safety and circulation in 1982. The
Comprehensive Plan defines a bicycle boulevard as a “low volume through-street where
bicycles have priority over automobiles, conflicts between bicycles and automobiles are
minimized, and bicycle travel time is reduced by the removal of stop signs and other
impediments to bicycle travel. The removal of stop signs is especially important in Palo Alto,
due to the large number of stop signs on local and collector streets.”
Key characteristics that make Bicycle Boulevards attractive and safer for people who bicycle
are:
• Low traffic volumes
• Low vehicle speeds
• Discouragement of non-local motor vehicle traffic
• Free-flow travel for people on bicycles by assigning the right-of-way to the bicycle
boulevard at intersections wherever possible
• Traffic control to help bicycles cross major streets
One important feature of bicycle boulevards that greatly improves cycling efficiency is the
reduction in the number of stop signs; this measure improves travel time and reduces fatigue.
Reducing cyclist fatigue increases the feasible length of a trip by bicycle, and is especially
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important to people who are hauling trailers, carrying children, groceries, and so forth, thereby
encouraging more trips by bicycle.

Discussion
Approval of Concept Plan Lines is the first step in the design phase of a project. A Concept Plan
Line identifies the type and approximate location of civil improvements but excludes focused
design details such as hardscape and landscape measures. The Concept Plan Line identifies the
locations of civil improvements that influence the amount of review required for California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance.
Development of a Concept Plan Line normally takes three to four community meetings to help
shape the location and types of improvements that each plan recommends. Focused traffic
data collection is also included as part of the Concept Plan Line development and the results are
shared with the community as part of the community outreach process. Following approval of
the Concept Plan Line by the City Council, staff will complete the Environmental Assessment
under the current contract.
A contract amendment is required prior to Final Design. Final Design includes up to two
community outreach meetings to show how the previous planning work and community
feedback has resulted in the various elements included with the project. Final Design concludes
with completion of construction plans, engineer’s cost estimate, and a bid package to enable
construction once a funding decision has been made. As noted in the Resource section below,
the City has included funding in its Capital Improvement Plan for bike plan implementation, and
these funds could be used to support the Park Boulevard/Wilkie Way project if grant funds are
not available.
In 2012, the City and Stanford University submitted a joint application including the Park Bicycle
Boulevard project to the County of Santa Clara for funding from a Stanford Mitigation Fund set
up to spend $10.4 million to mitigate impacts on public recreational facilities due to Stanford
University’s expansion permitted by the 2000 General Use Permit. The Park Bicycle Boulevard
project was not awarded funding. In 2015, the County of Santa Clara is anticipated to allocate
$4.5 million in newly available funds in the Stanford Mitigation Fund.
Community outreach and participation has been instrumental to concept plan development
since the initiation of the Wilkie Way and Park Boulevard projects, including Farmer’s Market
outreach on California Ave in April and May 2014, a Bike-Along tour in April 2014, community
meetings in June 2014, October 2014, and March 2015, and presentations at Palo Alto
Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee (PABAC) meetings. Sample outreach materials are
enclosed as Attachment C.
Traffic data collection for the Park and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard projects was
completed May 13 – 27, 2014, using video cameras to track bicycle and pedestrian demand
and mechanical tube counters to collect automobile speed and volume data. Highlights of
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the traffic counts and speed data are shown in Table 1 below. Park Boulevard has
surpassed Bryant Street as the City’s most traveled bicycle route . Pedestrian
counts are highest near California Avenue Caltrain Station.
Table 1
Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Average Daily Traffic Volumes and Speed
Average Daily Traffic
85th Percentile Speed
Segment
Bicycle
Ped
Auto
Auto
Park Blvd/Cambridge Avenue
1804
533
n/a
n/a
Park Blvd/Sherman Avenue
1547
1185
2000
30
Park Blvd/north of Meadow
652
273
1129
30
Park Blvd/south of Meadow
310
159
264
31
Wilkie Way/north of Meadow
474
175
n/a
n/a
Wilkie Way/Tennessee Lane
732
197
1403
29
James Rd/east of El Camino Way
373
277
n/a
n/a
Miller Avenue/Monroe Park
433
204
766
n/a
Source: City of Palo Alto, May 2014
The following is a summary of the recommended improvements to the Park Boulevard and
Wilkie Way corridors by segment. This narrative is supported by the Park Boulevard and Wilkie
Way Concept Plans, enclosed as Attachment A.
Park Boulevard Proposed Improvements by Segment
Castilleja Avenue to California Avenue
This section of Park Boulevard has existing bicycle lanes. Motor vehicle traffic is blocked
through a partial street closure on Park Boulevard between Oxford Avenue and College Avenue
and full street closures on College Avenue at Park and on Castilleja Avenue at Park Boulevard.
Enhancement of the existing full closure at Castilleja Avenue will make use of existing roadway
space to provide enhanced landscaping and pathway features adjacent to Peers Park and
further discourage vehicles from using this route to access Castilleja Avenue. Wider bicycle
entrances to the Park/Castilleja connection and at the partial street closure near Oxford Avenue
will better serve cyclists with trailers. At Park Boulevard and Stanford Avenue, removal of the
all-way stop and installation of a landscaped traffic circle with all-way yield control will improve
travel time and reduce rider fatigue. The existing concrete median islands near Oxford Avenue
will be reconstructed. A curb extension at Cambridge Avenue will provide an additional marked
crossing location for neighborhood pedestrians. A high visibility bicycle lane adjacent to the
Mollie Stone loading zone will reduce conflicts with trucks. Redesign of the gates on the
California Avenue undercrossing connecting to Park Boulevard will permit passage for bicycles
towing trailers, tandem bicycles, and tricycles.
Stanford Avenue: El Camino Real to Park Boulevard
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During the City’s Safe Routes to Schools assessments, participants identified a need for
improvements to Stanford Avenue and James Road, which provide key connections to the Park
and Wilkie Bicycle Boulevards. Stanford Avenue and James Road were included in the BikeAlong Tour and concept plan development process. A Stanford Avenue concept is included in
this proposal which requires additional community input to refine and finalize. Staff will
conduct outreach in late September and October once school is back in session.
California Avenue to Lambert Avenue
South of California Avenue, Park Boulevard has bicycle lanes up to Lambert Avenue. Motor
vehicle volumes and parking occupancy and turnover are higher in this segment due to the
more commercial nature. This project will improve Sherman Avenue crosswalks to provide a
consistent look and feel with the new California Avenue crosswalks. A rapid flashing beacon and
raised crosswalk is recommended at Grant Avenue, where a recently approved project will
extend the curb. A high visibility crosswalk at Sheridan Avenue will serve walkers accessing
Caltrain. Between California Avenue and Page Mill Road, the bicycle lanes have already been
widened. High visibility green bicycle lane treatments have been implemented to help mitigate
the conflicts near Oregon Expressway. The bicycle lanes between Page Mill Road and Olive
Avenue are being widened by a project currently under construction. Prohibiting left turns from
Sheridan Ave to Park Boulevard is recommended to avoid sudden merges across the bicycle
lanes to access Oregon Expressway. Wider bicycle lanes are proposed between Olive Avenue to
Lambert Avenue for consistency and to reduce door zone conflicts. Curb extension is proposed
at Olive Avenue. A decorative pavement treatment and raised median with landscaping is
proposed at Lambert Avenue to support removal of stop signs at this intersection.
Lambert Avenue to Maclane Street
Bicycles lanes end at Lambert Avenue as Park Boulevard transitions to a calm, residential
neighborhood. A partial street closure stops southbound traffic at Chestnut Avenue and an
island with a bicycle pass through prohibits motor vehicle through traffic on Park at Margarita
Avenue. Wider bicycle entrances at Chestnut Avenue and Margarita Avenue will improve flow
for bicycles. Stop sign removal on Park Boulevard at Fernando Avenue will assign the right-ofway to the Bicycle Boulevard and maintain the stop for Fernando Avenue.
Installation of speed tables on Park Boulevard between Matadero Avenue and Maclane Street
will calm traffic. Stop sign removal on Park Boulevard at Ventura Avenue will assign the right-ofway to the Bicycle Boulevard and maintain the stop for Ventura Avenue. Removal of the
centerline stripe between Wilton Avenue and Maclane Street will calm traffic. Stop sign
removal on Park at Maclane Street will assign the right-of-way to the Bicycle Boulevard and
maintain the stop for Maclane Street.
Maclane Street connection to Wilkie Way
Installation of a landscaped median, removal of stop signs on Maclane at 2 nd Street, and
addition of stop signs on 2nd Street will prioritize Maclane Street over the less traveled 2 nd
Street, while requiring vehicles to travel at reduced speeds through the intersection.
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El Camino Real to Castilleja (new)
Staff recommends extension of the Park Bicycle Boulevard to El Camino Real to improve access
to Stanford University at Serra Street. Installation of a high visibility bicycle box to provide a
safe waiting space for cyclists at El Camino Real is the only improvement recommended for this
segment. Staff will conduct outreach on this proposed treatment in late September and
October once school is back in session in tandem with Stanford Avenue outreach.
Wilkie Way Proposed Improvements by Segment
Meadow Drive to W Charleston Road
Curb extensions at Meadow Drive will enhance the walking environment. Speed tables on
Wilkie Way between Meadow Drive and Charleston Road will slow motor vehicle speeds and
support the removal of stop signs on Wilkie Way at James Road, Wilkie Court, and Carolina
Lane. New stop signs are proposed on minor streets Wilkie Court, James Road, and Carolina
Lane, in effect flipping the existing stop signs, to assign priority to the Bicycle Boulevard.
Landscaped medians and curb extensions will further calm traffic on Wilkie Way. At W.
Charleston Road, installation of high visibility bicycle boxes on Wilkie Way will reduce queuing
conflicts between turning motor vehicles and bicycles.
W Charleston Road to City of Palo Alto Limits
Installation of speed tables will calm traffic on Wilkie Way between Charleston Road and the
Wilkie Way Bridge to Miller Avenue. New stop signs are proposed on minor streets Duluth
Circle and Whitclem Drive to assign priority to the Bicycle Boulevard. A high visibility treatment
is proposed across Wilkie Way at the entrance to the bicycle and pedestrian bridge. Bollard
removal is proposed at the Wilkie Way end of the bridge to remove obstructions and reduce
conflicts between path users. On the south end of the bridge, the Bicycle Boulevard continues
on Miller Avenue to the City of Palo Alto limits, where it connects with a Mountain View bicycle
route. Landscaped medians are proposed on Miller Avenue at Monroe Drive and Miller Court to
reduce motor vehicle speeds on this wide street.
James Road to El Camino Way
James Road is an important bicycle route connecting Wilkie Way to El Camino Way and the
Maybell Avenue Bicycle Boulevard. Restriping of James Road at El Camino Way and removal of
four (4) parking spaces is proposed to reduce conflicts between turning motor vehicles and
bicycles. Restriping will create new 6’ lanes for bicyclists on the block leading up to the El
Camino Way and James Road intersection.
Community Review
Generally community feedback has been positive; however the following issues have been
identified:


Increasing traffic volumes near Cal Ave is changing character of Park Boulevard,
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resulting in a less comfortable environment for cyclists and walkers
Removal of stop signs may lead to increased speeds
Pedestrian bulb outs cause parking loss
Extend Park Bicycle Boulevard to El Camino Real.

Staff have integrated proposed improvements into the final concept plans to respond to these
comments, including: (1) additional speed tables from what was originally proposed to keep the
speeds lower; (2) additional crosswalks and a flashing beacon on Park Boulevard near Cal Ave;
and (3) proposing bulb outs at locations where vehicle parking should be restricted to improve
visibility at intersections. Staff will conduct one additional community meeting near Peers Park
to vet changes made since the last community meeting. This meeting will focus on the Stanford
Avenue segment and on the proposed Park Boulevard and El Camino Real intersection
treatment.
Palo Alto Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee Review
Staff has brought proposed Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way improvements to the Palo Alto
Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee (PABAC) for input several times. The projects were
most recently discussed at PABAC on August 4, 2015. Previous concept plan line iterations
were brought to PABAC just before or after community meetings. In general, PABAC members
provided their thoughts and comments on the treatments proposed, and provided input on
individual preferences of certain treatments. Numerous comments and suggestions from
PABAC were provided through the meetings. Some of the more significant comments for this
corridor include the following:






Drop high visibility green back sharrow from use network-wide. Reserve for site-specific
application at conflict zones
Assign right-of-way to Bicycle Boulevard as much as possible at intersections with low
volume streets
Widen entries and exits from landscaped street closures to accommodate bicycles
Improve visibility at intersections with red curb installation and small-scale parking
removal
Study pedestrian crossing activity near 3101 Park Boulevard (Groupon), consider new
mid-block crosswalk

Staff have incorporated these suggestions into the final concept plans or staff’s overall work
program.
Planning and Transportation Commission Review
Staff presented the proposed improvements to the Planning and Transportation Commission on
June 10, 2015 and the Commission unanimously recommended their approval by the City
Council. The Commission also requested that staff consider the following items, which have
either been incorporated into the proposal, the presentation, or staff’s overall work program:
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 Collaborate with City of Mountain View on connection of Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard
to Mountain View bicycle network
 Study increasing size of traffic circle at Stanford Avenue and Park Boulevard to further
calm vehicle traffic
 Study potential enhancement of the James A. Hawkinson Memorial near the Wilkie Way
Bicycle and Pedestrian Bridge
 Incorporate collision data and additional count data into project presentation

Policy Implications
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan 2012 (BPTP) identifies and prioritizes the
development of the Bicycle Boulevard network. BPTP objectives that are furthered by the
development of the Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard projects are:






Objective 1: Double the rate of bicycling for both local and total work commutes by
2020 (to 15% and 5%, respectively).
Objective 2: Convert discretionary vehicle trips into walking and bicycling trips in order
to reduce City transportation-related greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 15% by 2020.
Objective 3: Develop a core network of shared paths, bikeways, and traffic-calmed
streets that connects business and residential districts, schools, parks, and open spaces
to promote healthy, active living.
Objective 4: Plan, construct, and maintain ‘Complete Streets’ that are safe and
accessible to all modes and people of all ages and abilities.
Objective 5: Promote efficient, sustainable, and creative use of limited public resources
through integrated design and planning.

In addition, the Comprehensive Plan goals, policies, and programs that support the
development of the Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard projects include:
Goal T-1: Less Reliance on Single-Occupant Vehicles
Create a sustainable transportation system that emphasizes walking, bicycling, the use of public
transportation, and other methods to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the use of singleoccupancy vehicles.
Goal T-2: Facilities, Services, and Programs that Encourage and Promote Walking and Bicycling
Policy T-14: Improve pedestrian and bicycle access to and between local destinations, including
public facilities, schools, parks, open space, employment districts, shopping centers, and multimodal transit stations.
Policy T-20: Improve maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure

City of Palo Alto

Page 8

Program T-22: Implement a network of bicycle boulevards.
Policy T-25: When constructing or modifying roadways, plan for usage of the roadway space
by all users, including motor vehicles, transit vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians.
Program T-32: Improve pedestrian crossings with bulbouts, small curb radii, street trees near
corners, bollards, and landscaping to create protected areas.
Policy T-34: Implement traffic calming measures to slow traffic on local and collector
residential streets and prioritize these measures over congestion management. Include traffic
circles and other traffic calming devices among these measures.
Goal T-6: A High Level of Safety for Motorists, Pedestrians, and Bicyclists on Palo Alto Streets
Policy T-39: To the extent allowed by law, continue to make safety the first priority of citywide
transportation planning. Prioritize pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile safety over vehicle levelof-service at intersections.

Resource Impact
Minor improvements including striping adjustments for the segment Park Boulevard between
Castilleja Avenue and California Avenue will be implemented through an upcoming repaving
project on Park Boulevard in 2016. Funding for final design of other required improvements is
available on Capital Improvement Project (CIP) PL-04010, Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
Plan Project. Staff will bring a contract amendment to complete Final Design for Council
approval following approval of Concept Plan Lines. PL-04010 may also support construction if
grant funding is not available.

Timeline
The Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevards are recommended for final design and
construction in the coming year.

Environmental Review
Physical improvements proposed as part of both bicycle projects discussed in this report will be
subject to environmental review based on the Concept Plan Lines.
Attachments:
 Attachment A: Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way Concept Plans
(PDF)
(PDF)
 Attachment B: Bicycle + Ped Plan Proposed Bikeways
 Attachment C: Outreach Sample
(PDF)
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Attachment A

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)

LANDSCAPE AREA

EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN

STORMWATER PLANTER

EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)
TRAFFIC CIRCLE WITH LANDSCAPE AREA

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

NEW CURB
SHARROW
BIKE LANE

Figure 1
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

DETAIL 'A'

Castilleja Ave / Park Blvd
Bicycle Boulevard Improvements
Churchill Ave to College Ave

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

NEW CURB
SHARROW
BIKE LANE

R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Figure 2

Park Blvd
Bicycle Boulevard Improvements
College Ave to Olive Ave

DETAIL 'A'
DETAIL 'B'

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

NEW CURB
SHARROW
BIKE LANE

Figure 3
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

TYPICAL SPEED TABLE PROFILE

Park Blvd
Bicycle Boulevard Improvements
Lambert Ave to Ventura Ave

TYPICAL SPEED TABLE PROFILE

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN

SIGN CHART

EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)

R1-1
STOP SIGN

TRAFFIC CIRCLE WITH LANDSCAPE AREA
NEW CURB
SHARROW
BIKE LANE

Figure 4
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Park Blvd
Bicycle Boulevard Improvements
Ventura Ave to Charleston Rd

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)
TRAFFIC CIRCLE WITH LANDSCAPE AREA

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

NEW CURB
GREEN-BACK SHARROW
BIKE LANE

R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Figure 5

Wilkie Way
Park Blvd to W. Meadow Dr

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)
TRAFFIC CIRCLE WITH LANDSCAPE AREA
NEW CURB

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

GREEN-BACK SHARROW
BIKE LANE

R1-2
YIELD SIGN

TYPICAL SPEED TABLE PROFILE

Figure 6

Wilkie Way
W. Meadow Dr to Whitclem Dr

TYPICAL SPEED TABLE PROFILE

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)
ROADWAY RAISED TO EXISTING
SIDEWALK HEIGHT

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

STREET FURNITURE SPACE
NEW CURB
SHARROW

Figure 7
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Wilkie Way
Miller Ave

BIKE LANES AND SHARROWS

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

NEW CURB
SHARROW
BIKE LANE

Figure 8
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Wilkie Way
James Road

LEGEND
NEW STOP SIGN (R1-1)
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO REMAIN
EXISTING STOP SIGN TO BE REMOVED
NEW YIELD SIGN (R1-2)
ROADWAY RAISED TO EXISTING
SIDEWALK HEIGHT

SIGN CHART
R1-1
STOP SIGN

STREET FURNITURE SPACE
NEW CURB
SHARROW

Figure 9
R1-2
YIELD SIGN

Stanford Avenue - El Camino Real to Park Boulevard
Park Boulevard/El Camino Real Intersection

Recommended Facilities and Conditions | 6-3

Attachment B

Map 6-1. Proposed Bikeway Network

Alta Planning + Design
Chapter 6

Attachment C

How can I get
involved?
•

Visit the bicycling page on cityofpaloalto.org to learn more
about this and other corridors that are part of the Palo Alto
Bicycle Boulevards Project.

•

Attend community outreach meetings. Visit cityofpaloalto.org
for current information on meeting times and locations.

•

Attend Bicycle Advisory Committee meetings on the first
Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm at the Cubberly Community
Center, Room H5. Visit the Bicycle Advisory Committee page at
cityofpaloalto.org for more info.

•

Take our online survey: gis.fehrandpeers.com/apps/PaloAlto
(Survey starts mid-May 2014)

Stanford Avenue,
Park Boulevard
& Wilkie Way
Bicycle Boulevards

What is a bicycle boulevard?

What are the limits of this project?

Bicycle boulevards are streets with high
bicycle usage and low vehicle traffic.
On the surface, they may look like any
other residential street. However, they
often include bicycle boulevard signs,
traffic calming elements which slow
vehicles, improved crossing devices at
busy intersections, and/or pavement
markings such as “sharrows”. Bicyclists
typically ride in the travel lane on bicycle
boulevards, rather than to the right of the
travel lane. This works well on bicycle
boulevards because of the low vehicle traffic and because these streets
are typically not wide enough to accommodate bicycle lanes along with the
travel lanes and parking lanes.

The Park Boulevard, Stanford Avenue, and Wilkie Way bicycle boulevards
are shown in the map below and are proposed on:
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The 2012 Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Plan
designates several streets as bicycle boulevards in
Palo Alto. However only one of those corridors actually
has street features that really characterize it as a
bicycle boulevard and make it particularly inviting to
bicyclists, compared to other residential streets. This
project aims to make improvements to several streets
in Palo Alto that will enhance their
character as “bicycle boulevards”.

Castilleja Avenue from Churchill Avenue to Park Boulevard
Park Boulevard from Castilleja Avenue to Charleston Road
Stanford Avenue from El Camino Real to Park Boulevard
Maclane Street from Park Boulevard to Wilkie Way
Wilkie Way from Maclane Street to Wilkie Way Bicycle Bridge
Miller Avenue from Wilkie Way Bicycle Bridge to Del Medio Avenue

Ara

About the Palo Alto Bicycle
Boulevards Project

•
•
•
•
•
•

These corridors run near several schools and landmarks including Palo
Alto High School, Stanford University, JLS Middle School, and the San
Antonio Shopping Center. They also connect with the California Avenue
and San Antonio Caltrain Stations as well as several railroad crossings
(Churchill Avenue, California Avenue, Meadow Drive, Charleston Road,
San Antonio Road).

Stanford Avenue,
Park Boulevard
& Wilkie Way

START/FINISH
Castilleja Ave.

Churchill Ave.

Castilleja Ave.
at Park Blvd.

California Ave.

Bryant St.

Stanford Ave.
at El Camino Real

.
Stanford Ave
k
ac
-B
Out-and

Park Blvd.

Bicycle Boulevards
Bike-Along

Bryant St.
at Oregon Expwy

Bike-Along

When:

10 AM, Saturday April 26th,
2014

Where:

Meet at the Palo Alto High
School Lot

Bryant St.
at Matadero Creek

Park Blvd.
at Lambert Ave.

Bryant St.

Tour of the proposed Park Boulevard, Stanford
Avenue, and Wilkie Way Bicycle Boulevard
Projects. This ride also includes a tour of the
Bryant Street Bicycle Boulevard Update project
between Meadow Drive and Churchill Avenue.

Park Blvd.

What:

at Churchill Avenue and Castilleja Avenue

Maclane St.

Call the City of Palo Alto at (650) 329-2442 or
email transportation@cityofpaloalto.org

Meadow Dr.

Bryant St.
at Meadow Dr.

Park Blvd.

Stop Location

Park Blvd.
at Charleston Rd.

y

Wilkie Way
at Charleston Rd.
Miller Ave.
Out-and-Bac Wilkie W
k
a

Questions:

Whitclem Dr.

Miller Ave.
at San Antonio Rd.

