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From: J. Siegman
To: Council, City
Subject: Fiber Done Right Could Alleviate Power Outage Risks
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 11:53:30 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jsiegman@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FIBER DONE RIGHT COULD ALLEVIATE POWER OUTAGE RISKS

Good for the City for persisting in seeking a way to improve internet service with
fiber to premises one way or another... but suppose we re-think priorities and
considers synergy with other utility services?

Instead of adding fiber to neighborhoods with overhead power lines (the low
hanging fruit), how about finishing the job of undergrounding utility connections to
the remaining neighborhoods?  

The push to go all electric and let go of fossil fuels is likely to be a long tough sell if
our grid remains so vulnerable, e.g. headlines like  "Fallen tree causes power
outage for nearly 900 Palo Alto Utilities customers"

Yes, undergrounding is expensive, but please, City Council members, think
through the long view.

...And speaking of “view”
getting rid of overhead power poles certainly upgrades neighborhood
aesthetics.

 
— JEANNIE –
Virginia Howard Siegman
1530 Castilleja Avenue
Palo Alto, CA  94306
650.269.6445  mobile
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From: Steve Bisset
To: Council, City
Subject: Please add Newell Bridge replacement to 2023 Climate Adaptation Priority
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 11:35:44 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from steve@bisset.us. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city priority of
Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following projects under this
priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San
Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. 

I live in the flood zone.  We were flooded in 1998. Improved flood prevention and protection of our
home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.

Some of you on the Council may be newer to the flooding history, and perhaps unaware that the
City of Palo Alto created the flood risk in 1949 and is solely liable for flood damage due to the
Pope-Chaucer Bridge - not Menlo Park or Caltrans or anyone else.  

Therefore, flood prevention is also critical to the financial security of the City.

Attached is a photo of the original 1907 Pope-Chaucer Bridge, a perfectly satisfactory bridge. 
Also attached is the 1946 City of Palo Alto drawing of the roadway design for the current bridge. 
Apparently the City made quite a large investment to replace a bridge with a culvert so that cars
could speed across it and zoom onto Woodland Avenue without stopping!  Incredible.

Sincerely,
Steve Bisset
1051 Fife Avenue, Palo Alto
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From: Greg Schmid
To: Council, City
Subject: for Public Comment at Jan 23 meeting
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 11:07:13 AM
Attachments: November 21 PASZ letter to CC.pdf

December 5 Housing Element Update.doc

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

                                                                                    PASZ

                                                                                    Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning

                                                                                    Jan 23, 2023

 

City Council, 

What right does HCD have to impose concentrated housing growth on our community
based on an aggressive concentrated jobs growth forecast for Silicon Valley and then
override local democracy by threatening to eliminate local zoning authority through
“builder’s exemption”?

HCD claims it is given that right through California Code Section 65584. But that
Code specifically states that “public participation shall be required during the
development of the methodology” and the goal shall be the promotion of “an improved
relationship between jobs and housing”.

Which brings us to the question of public participation in this Housing Element
process. The City of Palo Alto is required to take public participation seriously. They
were required by law to hold a 30 day comment period on the Housing Element
where citizens could ask questions on the new housing to be built during the period
2023-2031 before its submission to HCD for approval (and before an eight year
period of no discussion of lowering jobs growth numbers begins). The City promised
“to take ten business days to review the public comments and include a description of
how the City processed the comments with the submittal of the draft Housing Element
to HCD”.

The 30 day comment period was from November 7 to December 7, 2022. Half way
through the period, City Staff announced at a Council meeting (November 28) that
there would be a special email address for comments (heupdate@cityofpaloalto.org).
Since Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning (PASZ) had already sent a letter on the subject
to the City Council on November 21 a copy of that letter was sent to the new email
address on November 29 and a second letter from two individuals was sent on
December 5. Both letters are attached.

When staff forwarded the new Draft Housing Element to HCD on December 23, it
included a 248 page Appendix B that covered “Public Outreach”. There was no

mailto:gregschmid@sbcglobal.net
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Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning 


PO Box 305, Palo Alto, CA 94302 
https://sensiblezoning.org 


 


November 21, 2022 
 
City Council 
 
You will be voting to approve Palo Alto’s Housing Element for the Sixth RHNA Cycle (2023-
2031). This Housing Element is based upon RHNA allocations generated by an MTC/ABAG 
Technical Committee composed of business and regional/state agency personnel during the year 
2020 without active public participation. This Committee used their own model that generated 
housing needs based on an aggressive jobs growth model that focused on future jobs growth in 
already jobs-rich areas. You should not approve this Housing Element without publicly 
addressing five key questions:  
 
1. In the EIR for Plan Bay Area 2050 done in 2017, the City has ruled that any reduction in job 
growth numbers during the eight years of a Housing Element could not be considered during the 
eight years of a Housing Element. This lack of of any review process in this eight-year period 
was confirmed by staff during the Housing Element meeting on November 10, 2022. Will you 
clearly state that all public input about a changing environment is welcome and important 
whenever it emerges?  
 
2. The world has changed dramatically since the aggressive jobs growth numbers projection for 
Silicon Valley was made in 2020. Covid and war in the Ukraine has produced a slowdown in the 
economy; remote working has risen dramatically in Silicon Valley (from 6% of all workers to 
40%); and many large SV tech companies have been announcing pronounced slowdowns in 
employment. All these changes point to a possible slowing in the rate of job growth in SV 
(especially in Super District #9 in northern Santa Clara Co) and the relationship between jobs 
and housing in Silicon Valley. Yet MTC/ABAG and HCD refuse to consider these dramatic 
changes which would impact the need for housing. What will you do to convince MTC/ABAG 
and HCD to consider these real changes? 
 
3. The big gainers from concentrated jobs and housing growth in and around Palo Alto are big 
businesses and Stanford who gain housing for an expanding work force and the state who gains 
from their income and capital gains taxes. The losers will be local governments and residents 
who are responsible for paying the bulk of the billions of dollars necessary for affordable 
housing in the most expensive housing market in the country and the needed infrastructure. What 
can you do to get the state, Stanford and local businesses to pledge to pay a “fair share” of the 
added local costs?  
 
4. Concentrated jobs and housing threatens families: San Francisco (along with the Borough of 
Manhattan and Washington DC) have the lowest ratios of 5-17 year-olds of any sizeable cities in 
the country. So far, Palo Alto’s ratio is twice as high. Also, the info tech revolution started in 







Silicon Valley (not in a concentrated big city) where mobility of people and ideas was high. Can 
you work to maintain family shares and mobility in Palo Alto?  
 
5. De Tocqueville made the point that democracy in America was unique because it had its 
foundation in direct citizen participation in important local decisions. Why are you giving the 
state and businesses control over local decisions without effective local participation? 
 
Please think carefully about these questions before approving the Housing Element. The future 
of Palo Alto and of democracy itself are on the line. 
 
Thank you, 
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning (PASZ) 
 
For more information contact: 
Greg Schmid 
gregschmid@sbcglobal.net 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 













December 5, 2022

City of Palo Alto


Housing Element Update:


HCD and DOF were key participants in Plan Bay Area 2050. In 2020 a key internal technical committee (with the full participation of HCD and DOF but without any public participation) applied a constant Silicon Valley share to a Federal jobs forecast for high tech job growth and then stated that this aggressive jobs growth in the Bay Area should be concentrated "in already jobs-rich areas". The Plan stated that housing should then be concentrated in the same area. They used an internal model based on the premise that during this aggressive growth period housing prices would fall to a national medium price.

The current Housing Element calls for over 6000 new units in Palo Alto, three times the number in the previous Element and almost 25% of all housing units built in Palo Alto since Palo Alto was established 128 years ago. Affordable units (for Low and Very Low Income) which make up about half the total would cost hundreds of millions of dollars. The bulk of the subsidized costs would be paid for by residents through inclusionary zoning, property taxes, housing fees, and bond issues. HCD states that any proposal that included 20% or more of affordable units must be approved even if substantial zoning amendments are required or they will mandate it be built and withdraw any HCD funding (which is very small at the moment). In other words, HCD is forecasting future aggressive concentrated growth in jobs in an already jobs-rich area at a time when the jobs market has now shifted to extensive remote working, forcing excessive housing growth in the most expensive housing market in the country, and then demanding expensive local subsidies.

How does HCD have the right to mandate aggressive jobs growth and extensive housing growth in the most expensive housing market in the country, guaranteeing the state huge future revenue flows while withholding state payments thus foisting hundreds of millions of dollars of costs for Affordable Units and necessary infrastructure on local communities that receive minimum local taxes from businesses, Stanford and the state for such needs?

Please provide a response.


Joe Hirsch


Palo Alto


(jihirschpa@earthlink.net)

Greg Schmid


Palo Alto


(gregschmid@sbccglobal.net)
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mention of these two letters in that document. A subsequent inquiry found that the
two letters had gone into spam.

We are now entering the final step in the approval process, a 90 day period when City
staff will be interacting with HCD about the latest Draft Housing Element. During the
90 day period, HCD will provide answers to questions raised by the City. Since our
two letters were delivered during the Public Comment period but were not included in
the City’s Housing Element’s Public Outreach report, we ask that the City discuss with
HCD the specific questions raised in the two letters and request public responses that
will be reported directly to the City Council and the public before the City decrees that
there will no discussion of their overly aggressive jobs-growth assumption for the next
eight years.

HCD and the City should follow California Code 65584 that demands public
participation in key decisions involving affordable housing and interregional housing
balances. A response to these detailed questions is critical.

Thank you,

Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning

For more information contact:

Greg Schmid

gregschmid@sbcglobal.net



From: Charlotte Epstein
To: Council, City
Subject: Subject: Item 13 on January 23 agenda: 575 Los Trancos Road
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 10:39:40 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ch8r_e@yahoo.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Kou, Vice Mayor Stone, and Palo Alto Council Members, 

My name is Charlotte Epstein and I am a Palo Alto resident who cares deeply about our
City’s wildlife and natural environment. I am a long time member of the Santa Clara Valley
Audubon Society who alerted me to this issue. I am deeply interested in protecting the land
and its wildlife for today and for tomorrow. I believe that the SCVAS view of this project
takes in consideration how to moderate the project to best preserve the land and its wildlife
while allowing for the house to be built after appropriate modifications are made.

Here are the suggestions from the SCVAS - 

The proposed house is too close to Los Trancos Creek, and unless the project is modified, it
is likely to significantly impede animal movement, harm the riparian corridor and deprive
the creek of the buffer it needs to maintain water quality for steelhead trout, and render the
creek more vulnerable to landslides and flooding.

Please decline to approve the project, and ask the homeowner to:

Require that the project be re-designed at a minimum of 55 feet from the top of the
bank of Los Trancos creek (in line with the neighboring home) to reduce the impacts
on the riparian ecosystem of Los Trancos Creek and allow wildlife movement along
the creek. No roads or fences or structures should be allowed in the buffer area.

In addition,

Due to California’s prolonged drought and regional aridification, disallowing a
swimming pool should also be considered to allow more space for relocation of the
home further from the creek and for saving water.
Require implementation of all the recommendations that were submitted by the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District including disinfectant protocols to prevent
spreading of sudden-oak death in the Los Trancos Valley.
Require all outdoor lighting to be dimmable and in the yellowish range (2700 Kelvin or
less) to reduce light pollution and the attraction of migratory birds and insects.
Require that all glass surfaces apply effective Bird-Safety glazing treatment to protect
birds from colliding with windows and other glass elements.

Thank you,
Charlotte Epstein
2192 Waverley St

mailto:ch8r_e@yahoo.com
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From: Keith Ferrell
To: Becchetti, Benjamin
Cc: City Mgr; Council, City; assemblymember.berman@assembly.ca.gov
Subject: Re: Street safety - El Camino; Churchill
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 10:39:05 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ferrell.keith@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Thanks Ben.

It's not a matter of "the next time it occurs".  It's been like that for at least a week.  It needs a
permanent fix.  Would the city allow the train track crossings to go on like this?  I doubt it.  If
it needs to be replaced, then replace it. It needs to be fixed immediately. It's a gross safety
hazard and the city is well aware of the dangers it causes yet refuses to do anything about it.  If
someone gets injured or killed at that intersection, it wouldn't take a seasoned lawyer to sue
the city and possibly charge those in charge with depraved indifference.  The city is showing
no concern for human safety.

The city et al have been talking about improving Churchill for 15+ years. Excuses for not
doing it sprout up every couple of years and it gets redesigned or put on hold.  I'm pretty sure
it's simply a ploy to give city workers something to do.  Plans don't do anything. Get
something done.

Have an officer observe the intersection for an hour and count 1) how many cars blow through
the stop sign, and  2) how many near accidents/confused drivers there are. 

Keith

On Mon, Jan 23, 2023, 9:42 AM Becchetti, Benjamin
<Benjamin.Becchetti@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Mr. Ferrell,

I received your email regarding the intersection of Churchill and ECR and Alma.  I understand
your concerns.  We have responded several times recently to reports of the light not
functioning properly and tried to reset them to correct any issues.  In the event this does
not work, we do notify Caltrans who is in charge of the maintenance of those signals.  I
would also agree those lights not functioning properly would lead to traffic challenges for
vehicles and pedestrians alike.  I will ask our Traffic Sergeant to respond to see if there is
anything else we can do the next time this occurs. 

For both Alma/Churchill as well as ECR/Churchill, there are several efforts currently
underway to alter these intersections to make roadway (and walkway) improvements. 
Several stakeholders, including the Palo Alto Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee, the City of
Palo Alto and the school district have all been in talks to attempt to create plans and
solutions for some of the congestion at these two locations.  This area is also being
discussed in the Grade Rail Separation talks.  If you like more information on these efforts I'd

mailto:ferrell.keith@gmail.com
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be happy to get you a link and some additional information from the Office of
Transportation.      

Thanks for taking the time to let us know your concerns,
Ben

Lieutenant Ben Becchetti

Investigative Services/Traffic

Palo Alto Police Department

650-329-2232

 

From: Keith Ferrell <ferrell.keith@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 20, 2023 10:00 PM
To: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; City Mgr <CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Cc: Police <pd@cityofpaloalto.org>; assemblymember.berman@assembly.ca.gov
Subject: Street safety - El Camino; Churchill
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

All,
I wanted to bring to your attention two dangerous issues I have seen on the city streets.  One is a
recent issue, the other has been going on for many, many years.
 
The light at El Camino and Churchill has been non-functioning for over a week. It's a blinking red
light at an extremely busy intersection. After having almost been hit twice in the past three days, I
decided to call PAPD to see what is taking so long to get it working properly. The dispatcher
informed me that the light is the property of Caltrans since El Camino is a state highway.  I have
several problems with this response. 1) Passing the buck is never a good look for a government
entity, especially when it comes to safety. The light might be on a state highway, but if there is an
accident, CHP is not called to respond, PAPD and PAFD are called. Therefore, the intersection is
the responsibility of the city. 2) Churchill is a city street and the light also affects Churchill. 3) Many
of the people going through that intersection, especially those on bikes and walking across El
Camino, are Palo Alto residents. These are the people at the highest level of danger. 
 
I ask that you have the police watch the intersection during the busiest times and count how many
cars either a) go through the intersection at 40mph or b) come close to running into each other
because they have no idea how to navigate the intersection.  
 
A few years ago I wrote in on garbage building up on El Camino.  I received the same response
from PAPD back then, that it's a state highway.  I called Caltrans and they informed me that where

mailto:ferrell.keith@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org
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it goes through the city, it's the city's responsibility.  
 
The bottom line, the intersection is in the City of Palo Alto. It's the city's responsibility to take care
of the intersection. During Stanford football games, PAPD officers turn off the signal and control
the flow of traffic. You can't now say that you have no power to improve the current situation.
Please do something immediately before something happens that you regret.
 
Secondly, Eastbound Churchill between Alma and Emerson has for years been chaotic, especially
at the end of the high school day. Hundreds of students ride down Churchill in the wrong
direction. PAPD is well aware of this issue, yet does nothing to address it.
 
I have no solution for the problem given the logistics of the school.  One option might be
eliminating the crosswalk on the north side of Alma, but that might just move the problem to the
am hours and also make it unnecessarily difficult for students to get to school. There are a lot of
educated people in the transportation department, they must have some idea of a way to make it
safe and legal. Ignoring it is not a solution.  For many years the city and the school have talked
about making improvements to Churchill, but nothing has happened.  
 
Please address this issue as well and develop a long-term solution.
 
Keith Ferrell



From: Carolyn Davidson
To: Council, City
Subject: Item 13 on City Council agenda, 575 Los Trancos Road
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 9:19:13 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from carolyn.davidson@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Kou, Vice Mayor Stone, and Palo Alto Council Members, 

My name is Carolyn Davidson, and I am a Palo Alto resident who cares deeply about
our City’s wildlife and natural environment. 

The proposed house is too close to Los Trancos Creek, and unless the project is
modified, it is likely to significantly impede animal movement, harm the riparian
corridor, deprive the creek of the buffer it needs to maintain water quality for steelhead
trout, and render the creek more vulnerable to landslides and flooding.

Please decline to approve the project, and ask the homeowner to:

Require that the project be re-designed at a minimum of 55 feet from the top of
the bank of Los Trancos creek (in line with the neighboring home) to reduce the
impacts on the riparian ecosystem of Los Trancos Creek and allow wildlife
movement along the creek. No roads or fences or structures should be allowed
in the buffer area.

In addition,

Require implementation of all the recommendations that were submitted by the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District including disinfectant protocols to
prevent spreading of sudden oak death in the Los Trancos Valley.
Require all outdoor lighting to be dimmable and in the yellowish range (2700
Kelvin or less) to reduce light pollution and the attraction of migratory birds
and insects.
Require that all glass surfaces apply effective bird-safety glazing treatment to
protect birds from colliding with windows and other glass elements.

Thank you,
Carolyn Davidson
1919 Barbara Drive, Palo Alto 94303
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From: Tom Glenwright
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood protection priority for 2023
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 9:18:35 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tom@glenwright.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city 
priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following 
projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full 
Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. I live 
in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is 
an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  Thank you.

Tom Glenwright
261 Iris Way
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From: E Nigenda
To: Council, City
Subject: Fwd: Ask Palo Alto to Protect Los Trancos Creek
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 8:04:28 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from enigenda1@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

I agree with Green Foothills that our City's required setback of 20 feet from the creek is
insufficient for adequate creek protection.  

I request that the City's municipal code be updated as soon as possible to require a riparian
setback of 150 feet and that a minimum of 55 feet from the creek be required for this project
as recommended by Green Foothills.

"The Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan suggests that in open space areas like this one,
riparian setbacks for development should be 150 feet, which is what Santa Clara
County requires in their jurisdiction. Unfortunately, Palo Alto has not yet updated its
antiquated ordinance to comply with the Comprehensive Plan".

In addition,  I ask that all possible measures be taken to protect the existing
ecosystems and to minimize the impacts of this project during and after
construction.

Thank you for your service to our community,
Esther Nigenda
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On Monday, January 23, the Palo Alto City Council will consider approving a
monster home on an open space parcel far up in the foothills above Palo
Alto. The house would be too close to the bank of Los Trancos Creek,
which could result in erosion and landslides into the creek, impacts to
sensitive species, and blocking of wildlife movement along the creek
corridor. Please email the City Council and ask them to require changes to
the project to mitigate these impacts.

Email the City Council

https://click.everyaction.com/k/57663844/388711103/-721527511?contactdata=J5asNJu4E8/oyvlOyYkB5P9PX095gG8KOs6Dm1ArzTS5dJaN5H9QmEXsZVuFNOOsDRIBh8CJG8O+gaDbf/QoWXH8ryJI9XgDSwx/VghO+aCtZU1zvKkYY2WlgkUUkYjZYZNESbYgrF03t4uHLS5lTjrZ0PLn6PsYkS9YJDZa3wI=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=actionalert&utm_source=everyaction&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzgxNTE5IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjgxNjBhMjUwLTI2OWItZWQxMS05OTRjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZW5pZ2VuZGExQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=UttloxoDxNoc2CXcgn-sORx7PcHF1zzMLRdisY-JiQ4=&emci=07963fa9-1299-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&emdi=8160a250-269b-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&ceid=5123403
https://click.everyaction.com/k/57663850/388711104/-721527511?contactdata=J5asNJu4E8/oyvlOyYkB5P9PX095gG8KOs6Dm1ArzTS5dJaN5H9QmEXsZVuFNOOsDRIBh8CJG8O+gaDbf/QoWXH8ryJI9XgDSwx/VghO+aCtZU1zvKkYY2WlgkUUkYjZYZNESbYgrF03t4uHLS5lTjrZ0PLn6PsYkS9YJDZa3wI=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=actionalert&utm_source=everyaction&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzgxNTE5IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjgxNjBhMjUwLTI2OWItZWQxMS05OTRjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZW5pZ2VuZGExQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=UttloxoDxNoc2CXcgn-sORx7PcHF1zzMLRdisY-JiQ4=&emci=07963fa9-1299-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&emdi=8160a250-269b-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&ceid=5123403
https://click.everyaction.com/k/57663850/388711104/-721527511?contactdata=J5asNJu4E8/oyvlOyYkB5P9PX095gG8KOs6Dm1ArzTS5dJaN5H9QmEXsZVuFNOOsDRIBh8CJG8O+gaDbf/QoWXH8ryJI9XgDSwx/VghO+aCtZU1zvKkYY2WlgkUUkYjZYZNESbYgrF03t4uHLS5lTjrZ0PLn6PsYkS9YJDZa3wI=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=actionalert&utm_source=everyaction&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzgxNTE5IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjgxNjBhMjUwLTI2OWItZWQxMS05OTRjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZW5pZ2VuZGExQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=UttloxoDxNoc2CXcgn-sORx7PcHF1zzMLRdisY-JiQ4=&emci=07963fa9-1299-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&emdi=8160a250-269b-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&ceid=5123403


What’s Happening
A landowner has proposed a 7,200 square foot home, plus an accessory
dwelling unit (ADU) and swimming pool, on an open-space-zoned site in
the Palo Alto foothills. This mansion is a mere 20 feet away from the bank
of Los Trancos Creek, which provides critical habitat for threatened and
endangered species and a movement pathway for animals.
 
The Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan suggests that in open space areas like
this one, riparian setbacks for development should be 150 feet, which is
what Santa Clara County requires in their jurisdiction. Unfortunately, Palo
Alto has not yet updated its antiquated ordinance to comply with the
Comprehensive Plan; thus a 20-foot setback is all that is required.
However, the City Council has discretionary authority to direct the
landowner to modify the project because it is located in an ecologically
sensitive area. We are recommending a 55-foot setback, which would be in
line with neighboring homes, and for the Council to require bird-safe
design, outdoor lighting restrictions, and protocols to control the spread of
Sudden Oak Death during construction.

Why It Matters
The recent storms, with their subsequent mudslides and flooding, have
clearly demonstrated that if we disrespect and neglect our creeks, people’s
homes will suffer the consequences. The foothills of the Santa Cruz
Mountains are notoriously erosion-prone, as witnessed by the brown
sediment coloring our creeks and floodwaters in recent weeks. When we
allow construction too close to creek banks, the resulting erosion dumps
tons of sediment into creek channels, increasing future flood risk.
 
Also, putting homes too close to creek corridors is harmful to wildlife.
Almost all of our local species use creek corridors at some point of their life
history — for drinking, for breeding, for nesting, for shelter, and for
migration and movement in the landscape. Los Trancos Creek supports
critical habitat for threatened steelhead trout as well as threatened and
endangered frogs and salamanders. Furthermore, creek corridors are
critically important as movement pathways for larger animals like mountain
lions, bobcats and badgers. A home 20 feet from the top of the creek bank
is very likely to impede the movement of these animals.



What You Can Do
Please email the Palo Alto City Council and ask them to require changes to
the project to protect the creek, wildlife, and riparian habitat.

Email the City Council

Sincerely,
 

Alice Kaufman
Policy and Advocacy Director
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If you haven't already, consider making a monthly donation of $20, $10, or $5 to
support this work so that we can create the greatest impact. Your gift will ensure that
there is a champion for local nature and will empower a new generation of
environmental activists.

Copyright © 2023 Green Foothills
Green Foothills

3921 E Bayshore Rd
Palo Alto, CA 94303

United States
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From: Art Liberman
To: Council, City
Cc: Goldstein, Paul; Ellson, Penny; Courington, Bill; Arthur, Bruce; Nordman, Eric; Arce, Ozzy; Star-Lack, Sylvia
Subject: Remove PRC"s proposedE-bike restriction regulation from Consent Calendar
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 7:56:38 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Mayor, Vice-Maor and Council members:

I request that you remove item 7, the PRC recommended regulation for E-Bikes from
the Consent Calendar and have an open discussion on this item. Let me give you five
reasons.

First  – this policy would be negatively impact one group of cyclists, namely seniors.

I am speaking as someone who is 82 years old and who is an avid cyclist. I am a
member of PABAC and I ride regularly with a group of senior cyclists, many of whom
have e-bikes. One member of our senior cycling group is 94 years old, a Korean War
veteran.

There is one specific part of the PRC recommendation that I object to. This would
prohibit persons from riding e-bikes on the unpaved trails in the Baylands. This would
prevent many seniors from accessing this marvelous area and enjoying the
magnificent vistas. 

Second -- The PRC recommendation treats all the Open Space Preserves the same
way. But the Baylands are different from the other Palo Alto Open Space preserves.
The Baylands are flat and the Baylands unpaved trails are really wide gravel
roadways. Bicycles have been allowed on the unpaved trails in the Baylands for many
years.

Third , the Parks and Recreation Commission has not done an adequate amount of
community outreach. The PRC rushed their proposal. They held one discussion
meeting in October of last year, and then held a meeting in December to vote on the
proposal. They presented their proposal to PABAC in November of 2022. At the
meeting , PABAC did not endorse the PRC recommendation, Instead, a motion was
passed requesting that the  PRC delay their proposal until we have a new Pedestrian
and Bicycle Plan. I am a member of PABAC's e-bike subcommittee, whose members
are continuing to hold a dialogue with PRC, specifically with regard to the PRC
proposal to ban e-bikes in the Baylands unpaved trails.

 Fourth  the PRC says their proposal is based on the policies of the  Mid-Pen District.
However, the Mid Pen District allows E-bikes on unpaved trails in their Ravenswood
Preserve . This Preserve borders the Bay and the Preserve and the unpaved trail
there are very similar to the Baylands.

 At the Mid Pen Directors meeting in June, when they voted to not expand  their pilot
program of e-bikes access to other unpaved trails, there was no mention of any
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environmental damage caused by e-bike riders. At that meeting Palo Alto Open
Space Director Yoriko Kishimoto, commenting on a consultant study of the pilot
program, said ‘there was not much difference in the results of the pilot program
between e-bikes and regular bikes. The big decision was to allow bikes on
trails.’ As you know, bicycles have been allowed on the unpaved trails in the
Baylands for many years.

 Fifth, the PRC regulations for the Baylands would be difficult or impossible to
enforce. Almost every day, new types of e-bikes are announced by manufacturers.
One new e-bike has a battery and motor in the hub in the rear wheel and it is virtually
indistinguishable from a manually operated bike. My feeling is that the regulation
might not be consistently enforceable even if Palo Alto had a force of trained rangers,
and there won’t be any of them anyway. The PRC recommendation mentions signs.

 I would hope the Council would ask the PRC to reconsider their draft Open Space e-
bike policy. The Baylands is like Ravenswood Open Space Preserve. Prohibiting E-
bike access on unpaved trails in the Baylands would mean that Palo Alto’s
regulations would NOT be  consistent with those of the Mid-Penn Open Space
District. And since it would not be enforceable, I  could envisage the regulation would
be ignored.

Thank you for your consideration.

Arthur Liberman
Chimalus Drive, Palo Alto



From: Aram James
To: Julie Lythcott-Haims; Council, City; Jethroe Moore; Shikada, Ed; Lydia Kou; Tanaka, Greg; Human Relations

Commission; Sean Allen; Binder, Andrew; Jeff Rosen; Rebecca Eisenberg; Winter Dellenbach; Josh Becker
Subject: I"d like to share a link with you
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 11:39:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.beyondhomeless.org/documentary/?sc=qxz&fbclid=IwAR1PZbxyh69x1KMcrso1c-
K5ciXkW87DlQokmuaf1fiy2jOlN2erYGLZpnE

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Henry Fang
To: Council, City
Subject: Request setting flood control as a 2023 priority
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 9:20:06 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from henryfang@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023. Specifically, please renew your city priority 
of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023. This year please add the following projects 
under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 
upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. 

I live in the flood zone, improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding 
is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  

Thank you,
Henry Fang
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From: Fernando Pereira
To: Council, City
Subject: 2023 Climate Protection & Adaptation Priorities
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 8:10:50 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from fernando.pereira@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the Palo Alto City Council,

As Downtown North homeowners at the edge of the historical San Francisquito Creek flood
zone, as shown in the city's own 1998 flood map, we are very concerned with the lack of
progress in flood control measures, especially with respect to the Newell and Chaucer
bridges. 

The urgency of this critical climate adaptation work was made clear by the recent atmospheric
river close call, which was just an early warning of the growing California climate instability
that has been investigated in depth by UCLA/NCAR/Nature Conservancy scientist Daniel
Swain.

We very much hope and expect that the City Council and its Finance Committee impart all the
required urgency and funding priority to these climate adaptation public works that will
protect our homes and civic infrastructure from unfortunately inevitable increases in flood
risk.

Thank you for your service to our community

Fernando Pereira and Ana Carvalho
335 Webster St, Palo Alto, CA 94301
650-262-4372
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From: Keri Wagner
To: Don Austin; Trent Bahadursingh; Teri Baldwin; Meb Steiner; Council, City; Star-Lack, Sylvia; Mesterhazy, Rose;

Boelens, Arnout; Safe Routes; Linda Lyon
Cc: ptacexecboard2022-23@paloaltopta.org; EVP PTAC Nallely Gómez; President PTAC; Christina Schmidt
Subject: Arnout Boelens" Opinion Piece in Palo Alto Online
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 7:24:04 PM

This sender might be impersonating a domain that's associated with your organization. Learn why
this could be a risk

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Arnout and Friends, 
Congratulations, Arnout, on writing an excellent opinion piece for Palo Alto Online!  For
those of you who haven't met Arnout yet, Arnout is our PTAC Safe Routes to School Chair
and a dedicated cyclist in the Bay Area.  Here is a link to his piece about bike safety for Palo
Alto:
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2023/01/20/opinion-palo-alto-needs-a-road-safety-
policy

Thank you, Arnout, for looking out for our children and for all Palo Alto citizens!
-- Keri

Keri Wagner
President 2022-2023
Palo Alto Council of PTAs
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From: Mitch Gevelber
To: Council, City
Subject: Please prioritize flood planning/ prevention
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 7:12:14 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from docmitch63@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,
First:
Thank you for working so hard to make Palo Alto such a great place to live!

Second:
Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Our street, Kings Lane, was really
flooded on New Years eve and I'm worried about our street.  

Specifically, please renew your city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for
2023.  This year please add the following projects under this priority: the Newell
Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito
Creek and clearing debris before flood season. 

Clearly our street is in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of
our home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  

Thank you.
 
Mitch Gevelber
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From: Susan Mittmann
To: Council, City
Subject: Prioritize flood protection, Newell and Chaucer Bridges
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 6:16:53 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mittfamily@yahoo.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

My home was flooded in 1998 because the Chaucer Bridge wasn't safe. My daughter, who 
was turning two and had been looking forward to moving to a bed rather than a crib, 
decided to stay in her crib until summer because everything touching the floor soaked up 
dirty flood water and was ruined.

That daughter graduated from college five years ago, and Palo Alto still hasn't fixed 
Chaucer Bridge. The same creek overtopped on New Year's Eve. My daughter called to 
check if we were safe. Twenty-five years is a ridiculous delay in fixing a hazard that 
traumatized a generation of children and families, not to mention other costs to the city and 
residents.

Please make flood protection a city priority for 2023 and each following year until the 
Chaucer Bridge is fixed. 

In particular, please add the following projects under priorities for Climate Change and 
Adaptation: the Newell Bridge replacement, the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito 
Creek, clearing debris before flood season, and the Chaucer Bridge replacement. 

Thank you,
Susan Mittmann
2377 Saint Francis Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94303

mailto:mittfamily@yahoo.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: Shani Kleinhaus
To: Council, City
Cc: Foley, Emily; Gerhardt, Jodie; Barbara Kelsey; James Eggers; Mike Ferreira
Subject: Item 13 on the 1/12/23 agenda: 575 Los Trancos Road
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 5:02:07 PM
Attachments: 575 Los Trancos comments January 22, 2023.docx.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from shani@scvas.org. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Kou and Palo Alto Council Members,

The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) and the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter (SCLP) are 
environmental organizations that work to protect natural resources and promote the enjoyment of 
nature. We provided comments on the draft IS/MND for the 575 Los Trancos Project, and we remain 
concerned after reading the responses to our comments and further study of the project and the 
CEQA documents. We submit the attached letter to your consideration.

Respectfully, 

Shani Kleinhaus for Santa Clara VAlley Audubon Society

Mike Ferreira for the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter

mailto:shani@scvas.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Emily.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Jodie.Gerhardt@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:barbara.kelsey@sierraclub.org
mailto:james.eggers@sierraclub.org
mailto:michaeljferreira@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification



To: Mayor Kou and Palo Alto City Council


January 22, 2023


Re: 575 Los Trancos Road Residential Project


Dear Mayor Kou and Council Members,


The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) and the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter (SCLPC) are


environmental organizations that work to protect natural resources and promote the enjoyment of


nature. We provided comments on the draft IS/MND for the 575 Los Trancos Project, and we remain


concerned after reading the responses to our comments. We maintain that a “fair argument” exists that


the Project will significantly impact the environment. (League for Protection of Oakland’s Historic


Resources v. City of Oakland (1997) 52 Cal. App.4th 896, 904.) A public agency must prepare an EIR


whenever substantial evidence supports a fair argument that a proposed project “may have a significant


effect on the environment.” (Protect Niles v. City of Fremont (2018) 25 Cal.App5th 1129, 1138-1139. This


low threshold for the preparation of an EIR, and a “preference for resolving doubts in favor of


environmental review” is met here. (Mejia v. City of Los Angeles (2005) 130 Cal.App.4th 322, 332.)


The city has discretion over the project and should require that the project be re-designed at a minimum


of 55 feet from the top of the bank of Los Trancos creek (in line with the neighboring home) or a wider


setback, ideally 150 feet. If this wider buffer/setback is not feasible, the city must prepare an EIR to fully


analyze and mitigate the impacts and to consider alternatives to the proposed size of the project and its


location on the parcel.


Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan Policy N3.3 and program N3.3.1 seek a range of setbacks from creeks,


where a 150 foot setback is cited as appropriate for new development west of Foothill Expressway. The


program notes that single-family residential development can be exempt from this larger setback but an


ordinance that specifies setback width and conditions for a waiver of the setbacks has yet to be


developed. A 20 foot setback from top-of-bank, however, seems very contradictory to the intent of the


Comprehensive Plan to protect Palo Alto's waterways and riparian ecosystems.


The Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan Land Use definitions include the definition of Streamside Open


Space. This designation is intended to preserve and enhance corridors of riparian vegetation along


streams. Hiking, biking and riding trails may be developed in the streamside open space. The corridor







will generally vary in width up to 200 feet on either side of the center line of the creek. As we argue


below, the proposed Project does not preserve or enhance the Los Trancos Creek Corridor. With a parcel


larger than 5 acres, a project can be placed further from the creek that would be consistent with the


intent of the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan to protect the City’s riparian corridors.


Palo Alto Zoning Code Section 18.40.140, Stream Corridor Protection, requires a 20 foot distance


between the top of the creek bank and structures (as well as decks, swimming pools, spas, hot tubs and


parking lots) or a 2:1 setback from the toe of the bank, whichever is greater.


To protect water quality and riparian habitat, including trees, the City of San Jose defines the riparian


corridor at the top of the bank or the dripline of the riparian vegetation, whichever is greater. With the


exception of downtown areas, this policy requires a setback of 35 feet to 100 feet from the Riparian


Corridor (depending on the order of the creek).


The proposed development includes elements that are set 20 feet from the top of the bank. However,


several Project elements are likely to require encroachment into this 20 foot setback for construction


and future maintenance, and parts of the home is are located within/under the dripline of the riparian


canopy (see discussion below). This is despite the statement in Appendix A Biological Resources


Constraints Analysis pages 9-10:


“Project plans appear to avoid impacts to Los Trancos Creek, however the proposed project may


result in indirect impacts to the creek and direct or indirect impacts to riparian habitat if project


activities occur within the dripline of the riparian canopy. “


The parcel is a Local Responsibility Area (LRA) Fire Protection Zone, which is governed by Palo Alto Muni


Code’s Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) regulations. (Some foothills parcels are State Responsibility Area


(SRA), which have slightly different fire-protection rules.) Section 15.04.430 Muni Code requires that


WUI parcels:


“Shall at all times maintain an effective defensible space by removing and clearing away flammable


vegetation and combustible growth from areas within 30 feet of such buildings or structures.”


Mitigation BIO-3, Best Management Practices for Protection of Steelhead and Aquatic Habitat, requires


(emphasis added):


● No vegetation removal, ground disturbance or construction shall occur within the creek or the


20 foot creek setback zone, which shall be demarcated with high visibility orange construction


fencing to ensure avoidance of impacts to the aquatic habitat.


A 20 foot setback is an inadequate buffer to reduce or avoid impacts from runoff or erosion on the


aquatic habitat and the critically endangered steelhead.


The parcel is 5.38 acres, with a width of more than 1300 feet, and the depth is up to 250 feet. The parcel


should allow ample space for a development that provides an adequate buffer from the creek.







The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board provides directions for effective riparian


buffers:


“Estimates of effective buffer distances for sediment and nutrient filtration vary, but most of the


scientific studies suggest distances between 50 and 100 feet for this purpose (Jones & Stokes


2002). Although any buffer distance from the top of bank is helpful for maintaining channel


stability, a minimum 33-foot riparian buffer is required for contributing to a significant reduction in


sediment levels (Corely et. al. 1999, Peterson et. al. 1992, as cited in Jones and Stokes 2002).” --


“Local Government Riparian Buffers in the San Francisco Bay Area”, San Francisco Bay Regional


Water Quality Control Board, page 17,1


The IS/MND acknowledges that direct disturbance and indirect impacts from runoff or erosion could


impact water quality; therefore, the project has the potential to impact steelhead designated critical


habitat and the impact is potentially significant. The IS/MND provides a meager 20 foot setback and no


information on Los Trancos creek geo-morphological processes, ground water subflows on the project


site and erosion processes on site. The project must prepare a full Environmental Impact Report to


study, assess and disclose potential erosion and bank failure risks and provide adequate buffers and


BMPs for protection of steelhead  (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus) and aquatic habitats.


There is an inherent conflict between Mitigation Measure BIO-3 and the required PAMC 15.04.200


Defensible Space.


The parcel is a Local Responsibility Area (LRA) Fire Protection Zone, which is governed by Palo Alto


Municipal Code’s Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) regulations. Section 15.04.430 requires that WUI


parcels


“Shall at all times maintain an effective defensible space by removing and clearing away flammable


vegetation and combustible growth from areas within 30 feet (9144 mm) of such buildings or


structures.”


The Defensible Space requirements allows no flammable vegetation to be located within 30 feet of


the structures.


The IS/MND proposes that vegetation that is green and healthy is not considered flammable, and


therefore the riparian vegetation within 30 feet of the building footprint is expected to remain as-is with


maintenance to remove any dead vegetation as needed.


However, as seasons change or vegetation dies, leaves and branches drop, dead annual grasses and tall


weedy species dried in the summer will be removed by the homeowners to maintain defensible space.


Maintaining a 30 foot defensible space is not plausible without, over time, significantly and unavoidably


impacting the sensitive riparian habitat, impacting water quality and the species that depend on the


riparian ecosystem.


1


https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/publications_forms/documents/bufferreport1204.pdf



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/publications_forms/documents/bufferreport1204.pdf





Dead and decaying material is in fact directly or indirectly required habitat for many species, including


the special status species that could be found on the project (including: Santa Cruz black salamander


(Aneides niger), California giant salamander (Dicamptodon ensatus), California red-legged frog (Rana


draytonii), western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), San Francisco garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis


tetrataenia), and the Dusky footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes annectens)). These species use dead and


decaying materials to find or build shelter and find food. This is likely the reason why BIO-3 directs “No


vegetation removal, ground disturbance or construction shall occur within the creek or the 20-foot creek


setback zone.”2 3 4


To ensure that Bio-3 and and the Defensible Space requirements are consistent, a minimum buffer of


50 feet. should be required. This should allow vegetation to be removed in the 30 foot space, and


allow the 20 foot riparian buffer to comply with Mitigation Measure BIO-3 and function as intended..


Mitigation BIO-3, Best Management Practices for Protection of Steelhead and Aquatic Habitat also


directs (emphasis added):


● Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be developed and implemented during all grading and


construction activities to prevent erosion and sedimentation into the creek and to prevent the


spill of contaminants in or around the creek.


The IS/MND defers development of BMPs to the future, hence the words “Shall be developed”. CEQA


does not allow deferred mitigations in a Mitigated Negative Declaration! The reason for this is that in


the absence of specific, site-specific information and criteria for the protection of the environmental


resources that could be impacted, it is not possible to find that future mitigation measures will indeed


reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level and in this case - prevent erosion and sedimentation to


a level that protects Steelhead and Aquatic Habitat. So while deferred mitigation may be permissible if


the mitigation measure is based on adequate studies and commits an agency to a realistic performance


standard or criterion, this bar is not met in BIO-3.


The IS/MND includes some specific practices to be included in the future BMPs, including practices for


preventing and addressing leaks and spills. Sediment and erosion control measures, however, are vague


and provide no realistic performance standard or criterion criteria. The IS/MND provides no information


on erosion, sedimentation and incision processes in Los Trancos Creek at the project site, and provides


no evidence that the vague BMPs aimed to prevent erosion during construction suffice to provide


adequate protection, or evidence that the 20 foot buffer suffices to protect the creek from bank failure


due to the development of this project.


4 “These rodents are known for building stick houses that reach up to five feet in height and eight feet in diameter.”,
Dusky-Footed Woodrat, The World Wildlife Federation,
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Mammals/Dusky-Footed-Woodrat


3 “They also use grassy areas near water sources to regulate their body temperature, find cover, forage, mate and
hibernate.” (Annual forbs and grasses are predominant in California and are dead in summer and fall.), San Francisco
Garter Snake, US. Fish and Wildlife Service,
https://www.fws.gov/species/san-francisco-garter-snake-thamnophis-sirtalis-tetrataenia


2 “Found under rocks near streams, in talus, under damp logs, and other objects.”, Santa Cruz Black Salamander, Myers
and Maslin, 1948, https://californiaherps.com/salamanders/pages/a.niger.html







There is an inherent conflict between Mitigation Measure BIO-3 and the directions of the Geotechnical


Report.


Page 4 of the Geotechnical Engineering Study states that the site contains “loose to very dense sand with


variable percentages of clay and gravel”. The development’s large impervious area will deposit a large


amount of runoff near the creek, which could cause the site’s loose soil to erode into the creek. The


IS/MND has not studied or mitigated this potential harm to Los Trancos Creek. Moreover, additional


work within the setback is mandated on Page 14 of the Geotechnical Engineering Study. The study


recommends that the project “direct surface runoff away from site improvements at a minimum 5


percent grade for a minimum distance of 10 feet.” Again - this work is likely to involve additional grading


within the Riparian area.


The project’s Geotechnical Engineering Study (Appendix C of the IS/MND) discusses the site preparation


on page 8:


Due to the loose surficial soil, a program of over-excavation and backfilling is deemed necessary.


The upper loose soil within the area of the proposed improvements should be (over-excavated to 2


1⁄2 feet bgs. The lateral extent of the over-excavation should extend at least 5 feet beyond the


perimeter of the proposed residence.


To be built as designed, the Project will excavate at least 15 feet from the top of the bank, with


construction activity being performed even closer. This is inside the Riparian dripline, which means that


they likely will be disturbing the roots of the Riparian canopy.


The Biotechnical Report did not consider subsurface flow and the impact of over-excavation and


backfilling on subsurface flows has not been analyzed or mitigated. Riparian trees depend on subsurface


flow, yet the IS/MND provides no discussion of the impacts to the riparian ecosystem.


Impact to riparian tree #30


The Project includes a building wall to be constructed at 11 feet from oak tree #30, under the canopy


and well within the drip line of this riparian tree (see Figure 5 on draft IS/MND p.7). In Appendix B,


Arborists Report Tree #30 is described as a Coast live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) and recommends that this


tree should be pruned and cabled. The arborist report provides “A building wall is located at 11 feet from


oak tree #30. Hand excavation under the Project Arborist supervision is recommended when working


within 10 times the tree’s diameter. Encountered roots must be cleanly cut using


a hand saw or loppers... “


The Stream Corridor Protection Code Section 18.40.140, (c)  provides, All native


riparian vegetation within 100 feet from the top of bank shall be retained unless


its removal is approved by the director of planning and development services.


To retain Tree #30, not only should excavation under the dripline be prohibited,


but an adequate and intact root protection zone should be provided.







Based on scientific references5, the roots of a tree stretch beyond its drip line. To thrive, Live Oak trees


require a buffer of their dripline + ⅓ of the radius from the trunk of the tree to the dripline. For tree #30,


this means 21.5 feet from the trunk of the tree. As proposed, the project is likely to cause the death of


this riparian tree.


Deferred Mitigation


In Save the Agoura Cornell Knoll v. City of Agoura Hills (February 24, 2020) 2020 Cal. App. LEXIS 222, in a


detailed decision, the Second District Court of Appeal affirmed the trial court’s judgment and concluded


that a proposed mixed-use development project in Los Angeles County presented potentially significant


impacts requiring the preparation of an EIR, not an MND. The trial court found there was substantial


evidence to support a fair argument that the Project may have significant environmental impacts on


cultural resources, sensitive plant species, oak trees, and aesthetic resources and the proposed


mitigation measures were inadequate to reduce impacts to a less than significant level6.


Palo Alto’s 575 Los Trancos IS/MND suffers similar inadequacies as did the City of Agoura Hills MND. The


City made no effort to study potential erosion, and instead deferred mitigations (the development Best


Management Practices for Protection of Steelhead and Aquatic Habitat) to the future.


With no studies of the geomorphology and erosion processes of Los Trancos Creek and how these may


be exacerbated due to impacts of this project, no studies of the the project site hydrology (especially


subsurface flow) and how the over-excavation and backfilling that are required due to the site’s upper


loose soil could impact the flora and fauna of the riparian ecosystem, and no criteria for development of


BMPs or for ongoing monitoring, the 575 Los Trancos Road IS/MND fails to comply with CEQA. The


mitigations provided are simply insufficient to avoid or reduce impacts to the creek, riparian ecosystem,


trees and wildlife. Mitigation measure BIO 3 failed to explain how the future BMP would mitigate


potentially significant effects on Biological Resources and protect of Steelhead and Aquatic Habitat


Furthermore, the IS/MND failed to analyze whether a viable buffer from the creek can be provided on


this 5.38 acre parcel, or to specify performance criteria evaluating the feasibility of avoidance as an


alternative to excavation within the dripline of riparian trees, and lighting and activities in close


proximity to the creek. There is no indication that it is impractical or infeasible for the City to articulate


specific performance criteria for evaluating and monitoring the efficacy of the BMPs.


Lighting


Night time lighting disrupts normal animal behaviors, circadian rhythms, and threatens the health of
organisms.  Section 18.40.140 of the Palo Alto Municipal code requires,


“Nighttime lighting shall be directed away from the riparian corridor of a stream”.


6 Save the Agoura Cornell Knoll v. City of Agoura Hills (2020) 46 Cal.App.5th 665


5 On the Maximum Extent of Tree Roots. E.L. Stone and P.J Kalisz, Forest Ecology and Management, 46 59-102,
1991, and
Understanding Trees, p. 44, 202,  Robert Kourik  Metamorphic press, 2015  ISBN  978-0-9615848-6-3







In addition, in the City’s Guidelines Within Streamside Review Area ("Streamside review area" means all


properties abutting a stream or located within 50 feet from the top of a stream bank, except those


properties separated from the stream by a public street.”), the guidelines include,


“(a)   The distance between nighttime lighting and the riparian corridor of a stream should be


maximized”


The project proposes accommodations of lighting concerns on street traffic and side neighbors but the


proposed mitigations of shining lights downward with such a minimal setback from a creek that hosts


special status species are inadequate to prevent disruption to steelhead7 and other aquatic, terrestrial


and avian species that depend on the riparian corridor.


The staff report includes three mitigations: (1) Automatic blackout shades (2) Automatic vacancy sensors


and (3) Motion sensors for exterior lighting. There are no guarantees that these mitigations will continue


to be maintained or used. It is almost guaranteed that the light will interfere with wildlife living or


moving in or along the creek buffer, as these may actually trigger motion sensitive  lighting.


A more effective mitigation would be to simply move the house further away from the Riparian corridor


In addition, require all outdoor lighting to be dimmable and in the yellowish range (2700 Kelvin or less)


to reduce light pollution and the attraction of migratory birds and insects.


Bird Safe Design


The entire project is located less than 300 feet from the lush riparian corridor of Los Trancos Creek, a


place where birds should be safe from collision with glass. Yet the buildings seem to include transparent,


see-through glass elements that are known to be extremely hazardous to birds in flight.


Homes in similar locations in Cupertino are required to provide bird safety glazing treatment on 90% of


their facades. Palo Alto should do the same in Open Space zoning locations. For this project, the City


should require:


7 Artificial light at night has an impact on fish behavior, altering their patterns of feeding, migrating, and predator
avoidance.
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/western-fisheries-research-center/news/shedding-some-light-issue-investigating-hw



https://www.usgs.gov/centers/western-fisheries-research-center/news/shedding-some-light-issue-investigating-how





● Elimination of transparent, see-through and other hazardous architectural elements.


● Effective bird-safe glazing treatment to 90% of all glass surfaces. Please require glazing that


achieves an American Bird Conservancy Threat Factor rating of no more than 15. A product


database that offers rated glazing solutions is available online8.


● Prohibit UV glazing treatments, angled glass and overhangs from being considered bird-safety


glazing treatments, as these have been proven ineffective, especially in proximity to habitat


areas..


We appreciate your attention to our concerns,


Sincerely,


Shani Kleinhaus, Ph.D. Environmental Advocate


Santa Clara VAlley Audubon Society


Mike Ferreira, Executive Committee Member


Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter


8 https://sfplanning.org/standards-bird-safe-buildings?page=2506



https://sfplanning.org/standards-bird-safe-buildings?page=2506
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From: Charles Munger
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood Control on San Francisquito Creek is an urgent priority
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 3:53:36 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from charlestmungerjr@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable Members of the City Council:
 
25 years ago in 1998 my wife and I were roused by our neighbors in the dead of night to haul carpets
and furniture upstairs as the muddy overflow from San Francisquito creek filled the street, rose over
our lawn, topped the step up to our front door, and then mercifully subsided, having however
totaled the minivan we used to take our 3 children (ages 2, 5, and 7) to school and about.  We were
assured that the replacement of the Pope/Chaucer bridge, the principal chokepoint for the creek
because of its low arch, would be a matter of urgent priority.
 
Our children are grown and out, and this year neighbors sent us video of the muddy overflow from
the creek rising half over our lawn, before mercifully subsiding.  This time.  Our neighbor across the
street had her basement flood.  She is from China, and I doubt she views with admiration a modern
nation that can’t accomplish a modest bit of civil engineering in 25 years---even accounting for the
various projects downstream that must also have been improved to handle more flow down the
creek.  This is a creek we are trying to handle, not the Mississippi river.
 
We now have proof that flooding from San Francisquito creek is not a once-in-a-century-or-two sort
of problem.  It is a two-or-three-times-in-your-lifetime problem.  I wish to escape #3. 
 
Yes, the city needs to maintain all the standard services: police and fire, water and power, and the
rest.  But otherwise replacing this bridge and allowing for more safe flow down the creek is the
single project that will most improve residents’ quality of life, here in Palo Alto and across the creek.
 
 
Residents can’t do it.  Residents can address shortfalls in many other places: in the funding of the
libraries; we can clean up and maintain parks; we can pick up trash on the streets.  We residents
can’t do civil engineering on a volunteer basis; we can’t even make the creek better by ourselves
hiring people to help, as we could with other problems.  Getting that bridge and creek fixed is
something only our government---of which the Palo Alto City Council is a part---can do.  Please make
your first priority what we residents cannot do for ourselves.

Sincerely yours,
Charles T. Munger, Jr.
1423 Hamilton Avenue

mailto:charlestmungerjr@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Pamela Hakl Economos
To: Council, City
Cc: Economos Evan
Subject: Flood protection now
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 3:49:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from pamhakl@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council, Please make flood protection a priority for 2023. 

 I live on De Soto Drive. In 1998, we woke up in the middle of the night to find one foot of 
water in our home, which rapidly increased to two feet as sewage spilled out of our toilets 
and bathtubs. We were out of our home for 8 months, and lost both our cars, furniture and 
many possessions.

Imagine our worry as we saw De Soto Drive flood once again on New Year’s Eve. 
Fortunately water did not enter our home this time, but one block away, the garages on 
Alester were flooded.
It’s hard to believe that after 25 years the bridges at Newell and Chaucer still put our homes 
at risk of flooding.

It is imperative that the city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023 is renewed.
In addition add the following projects under this priority: 

the Newell Bridge replacement
Explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek 
Clearing debris BEFORE flood season. 

Improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is an imperative for our 
family’s safety and well being. Thank you.

Pamela Economos 
753 De Soto Drive
Palo Alto CA. 94303

mailto:pamhakl@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:eeconomos@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: m l
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood protection in 2023
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 3:09:17 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sjmarylee@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council, Please make flood protection a priority for 2023. Specifically, please 
renew your city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023. 

This year please add the following projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge 
replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and 
clearing debris before flood season. I live in the flood zone and improved flood prevention 
and protection of our home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well 
being. 

Thank you,
Mary Lee

mailto:sjmarylee@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: V.K. Rajaram
To: Council, City
Subject: Please Make Flood Protection A Priority For 2023
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 2:25:09 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from vkrajaram@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023. Specifically, please renew your city priority of Climate Change
and Adaptation for 2023. This year please add the following projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge
replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before
flood season. I live in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is an
imperative for our family's safety and well being.

Thank you,

VK Rajaram
Heather Lane Resident

mailto:vkrajaram@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Ted Davids
To: Council, City
Subject: 2023 Priorities for the Council and its Finance Committee
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 2:17:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please include Flood Protection under the Climate Protection & Adaptation Goal for 2023. 
Last year no flood protection projects were officially included under the Climate Protection &
Adaptation Goal.  

I am concerned that Palo Alto's basic sources and  uses of cash do not address the risks
highlighted by the recent rains and flooding.  Specifically, please add the following projects
under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2
upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season, especially
cleaning channel debris BEFORE flood season.

Late last year Mr Neilson Buchanan suggested to the Finance Committee to clarify its
concepts of financial issues. The list of issues was a great step forward. However, I continue to
feel that the list of issues was incomplete. It did not communicate the inherent risks associated
with each issue. A list of issues is passive A list of risks communicates urgency.

Now is the time to delegate two risks to the Finance Committee in the context of Climate
Protection and Adaption. First, full commitment for the San Francisquito Creek flood zone's
staged remedies. This means full and regular disclosure of funding and timelines.

Second, greater disclosure of Palo Alto's commitment to the system of levee protections
around SF Bay. I could be mistaken but this risk has received minimal public attention.

Construction on the Newell Bridge was originally scheduled to start in 2021 but construction
is now scheduled for the summer of 2024 due to various delays (e.g. lawsuits now dismissed).
Please make it a priority to ensure there are no further delays, that the city is doing everything
it can to complete this project and support full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek
including channel widening and Chaucer bridge as fast as possible.

Thousands of homes are in the San Francisquito Creek flood zone and over the floor flooding
means the home becomes inhabitable for 9 months to a year, like 400 homes were in the 1998
flood during an El Nino season. Next winter is predicted to be an El Nino winter so
statistically higher risk.

The benefits of replacing Newell Bridge go far beyond flood control. This 113 year old bridge,
was designated as functionally obsolete by CalTrans.  It is a substandard narrow bridge with
no traffic lights, no sidewalk and no bike path. Many parents from East Palo Alto push their
baby carriages and walk small children across this bridge on their way to Eleanor Parde Park.
The bridge is also used by many to commute to work from East Palo Alto. The new bridge
will provide safe sidewalks for pedestrians, safe bike paths and improved car safety.

Thank you again for all the hard work you have done to move the Newell Bridge replacement

mailto:tdavids@sonic.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


project so far and please prioritize bringing it over the finish line as funded infrastructure win
for the city.

Sincerely,
Ted Davids
475 Everett Avenue
Palo Alto



From: Aram James
To: Sean Allen; Binder, Andrew; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Council, City; Jeff Rosen; Rebecca Eisenberg;

Winter Dellenbach; Josh Becker; Shikada, Ed; Stump, Molly; Reifschneider, James; Rebecca Eisenberg; Vara
Ramakrishnan; Figueroa, Eric; Michael Gennaco; Foley, Michael; Tannock, Julie; Enberg, Nicholas; Joe Simitian;
Jay Boyarsky; Wagner, April; chuck jagoda; ladoris cordell; Human Relations Commission; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou;
Shana Segal; Greg Tanaka; Supervisor Susan Ellenberg; Tony Dixon; Pat Burt; Perron, Zachary; Cindy Chavez;
Supervisor Otto Lee; Javier Ortega; Bains, Paul

Subject: 5 officers fired after the death of Tyre Nichols
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 12:23:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/video/5-memphis-police-officers-fired-in-death-of-
former-sacramento-man-tyre-nichols/#x

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Christy Telch
To: Council, City
Subject: Top Priority- Flood Prevention and Protection
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 11:35:40 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from gforman806@aol.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,

I urge you to make Flood Prevention and Protection, specifically FIX the Pope-Chaucer Bridge!, the City's
top priority in 2023! Our home at 1130 Hamilton Ave between Lincoln and Chaucer was flooded in 1998
and after 25 years we should not have to suffer that disaster again! It took us a year and significant
financial costs to repair the damage to our home and property and much longer to recover from the
emotional stress! Watching the muddy creek water roar down Hamilton Ave and head up our driveway,
yards and sidewalk again this past New Year's Eve day was a nightmare! This could have been
prevented and should not have happened again!

Your first priority and responsibility is the protection of the safety and well being of residents and their
property. Therefore, I urge you to immediately implement whatever actions are necessary to prevent
another flooding event. Make this your absolute top priority until the safety and well being of residents and
their property is insured.

Respectfully,
Christy Telch

mailto:gforman806@aol.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Harry Dennis
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood protection for Crescent Park.
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 11:26:13 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from hledennis@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hello,

Having had more than 2 feet of water in our basement in 1998, we were better prepared this winter with beefier
sump pumps and a small Honda generator. Still, it IS frustrating that 24 years later I was back to filling sandbags a
few weeks ago. Thankfully, our home on Pitman Avenue has so far not been flooded this year. I AM impressed with
the city’s work clearing streets and drains, and making sand and bags available to us. But please, don’t let work on
the Newell and Chaucer bridges get further delayed. Make flood protection and climate adaptation as high a priority
as possible.

Thank you,

Harry Dennis
1274 Pitman Ave.
Palo Alto

P.S. - as an infant, in early 1955, I was evacuated from my family’s home on Desoto Drive, too! This has been a
known problem for WAY too long.
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From: Lisa Gevelber
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood protection priority
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 11:25:31 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lisagevelber@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,
 
Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Our street, Kings Lane, was really
flooded on New Years eve and I'm worried about our street.  

Specifically, please renew your city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for
2023.  This year please add the following projects under this priority: the Newell
Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito
Creek and clearing debris before flood season. 

Clearly our street is in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of
our home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  

Thank you.
 
Lisa Gevelber
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From: Hong-Ha Vuong
To: Council, City
Subject: Item 13 on January 23 agenda: 575 Los Trancos Road
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 10:21:36 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from hongha.vuong@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Mayor Kou, Vice Mayor Stone and Palo Alto Council Members,

My name is Thi-Hong-Ha Vuong and I am a Palo Alto resident.

The proposed mansion is too close to Los Trancos Creek, and unless the project is modified, it is likely to
significantly impede animal movement, harm the riparian corridor and deprive the creek of the buffer it needs to
maintain water quality for steelhead trout, and render the creek more vulnerable to landslides and flooding.

Please decline to approve the project, and require that the project be re-designed at a minimum of 55 feet from the
top of the bank of Los Trancos creek (in line with the neighboring home) to reduce the impacts on the riparian
ecosystem of Los Trancos Creek. No fences or structures should be allowed in the buffer area.

In addition,

Require implementation of all the recommendations that were submitted by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District including disinfectant protocols to prevent spreading of sudden-oak death in the Los Trancos Valley.

Require all outdoor lighting to be dimmable and in the yellowish range (2700 Kelvin or less) to reduce light
pollution and the attraction of migratory birds and insects.

Require that all glass surfaces apply effective Bird-Safety glazing treatment to protect birds from colliding with
windows and other glass elements.

Thank you,

Thi-Hong-Ha Vuong
hongha.vuong@sbcglobal.net
236 Scripps Court
Palo Alto, CA 94306

mailto:hongha.vuong@sbcglobal.net
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From: Phyllis Smith
To: Council, City
Cc: Horrigan-Taylor, Meghan
Subject: Chaucer Street Bridge Flooding
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 10:17:17 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from binkyblu920@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I am asking you please to start work in 2023 on the Chaucer Street Bridge.  We had flooding in ’98 but not as bad as
some people.  My son lives with me and in ’98 we went to get sand bags and he called in friends and spent several
hours filling and delivering sand bags for people who had NO idea what was involved.  No shovel.  To week to
carry the bag to their cars.

Again this year, we went to get a few sandbags and, again, he and friend stayed several hours to help fill and load
into cars for people who could not do it.

This neighborhood is getting older and people don’t have the ability to do everything for themselves.

PLEASE start the work on the Chaucer Street Bridge before the next El Nino year, which is coming.

Thank you

Phyllis Smith
920 Boyce Avenue
Palo Alto, CA. 94301

650]823-1292
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From: geetha srikantan
To: City Mgr; Council, City
Cc: gsrikantan@yahoo.com
Subject: Intrusion: 385 Waverley Street
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 9:00:35 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from gsrikantan@yahoo.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Manager, Council,

This morning when i looked out my back door- there were unexpected bagged items on the
back porch chair & one of the chairs has been moved & blocking the steps.. other items further
in the yard including sock, hat.

It appears an intruder has been in my yard at some point last night.
This is highly unsettling & alarming.

I have not reported this to the police as no one was harmed.

Please help to address safety & security in downtown north neighborhoods, where my home is
located.

I plan to alert my immediate neighbors about this incident, as this could happen to any of
them.

I would appreciate city official guidance on handling these types of incidents- for residents,
and any assistance from city in preventing such situations.

Thank you,

Sincerely,
Dr Geetha Srikantan 
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Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Carol Kenyon
To: Council, City
Subject: January flooding in Palo alto
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 8:22:13 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from carolskenyon@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To  The Palo Alto City Council,

I hope you as a City council are as concerned as I am about the flooding we have been living
with this month. This issue must be a priority for our City as we continue to confront climate
change in many areas.
Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city 
priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following 
projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full 
Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. I live 
in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is 
an imperative for our neighborhood safety and well being.  Thank you.

I appreciate you giving this issue your immediate attention.

Carol Kenyon
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Reifschneider, James; Wagner, April; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed;

Julie Lythcott-Haims; Rebecca Eisenberg; Vara Ramakrishnan; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; Jay
Boyarsky; Council, City; Sean Allen; Bains, Paul; peaceandjusticecenter@gmail.com; chuck jagoda; Human
Relations Commission; ladoris cordell; Enberg, Nicholas; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Shana Segal; Greg
Tanaka; Supervisor Susan Ellenberg; Pat Burt; Perron, Zachary; Tony Dixon; Cindy Chavez; Javier Ortega;
Michael Gennaco

Subject: Death by torture death by electrocution death by vile slave catchers —50 million dollars still not enough -LAPD
scum of the earth

Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023 12:58:35 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nbc29.com/2023/01/21/son-seeks-50m-la-dads-death-stun-gun-zaps/?outputType=amp

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Larry Jones
To: Pat Jones; Council, City
Subject: Flood control
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 10:13:55 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from john.x.wyclif@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Palo Alto is in the center of Silicon Valley.  So why can’t the city do anything   about flood
control?  I’m from Florida where the whole state is prepared for hurricanes: emergency food,
water, shelters, evacuation routes, etc.  what’s wrong with Palo Alto?

Larry Jones
1407 Hamilton Ave.
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From: Patricia Jones
To: Council, City; City Mgr
Subject: Priorities for 2023
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 10:13:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from pkjones1000@icloud.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council and City Manager,

As you determine the priorities for 2023, I propose that at the top of your list of 2023
priorities, you commit to the following under the Newell Bridge replacement: 
(1) complete support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito creek and (2) clearing
debris from the creek before flood season. 

I understand that we face the risk of another El Niño next year, just as we did in 1998.
 Please, please find a way NOW to mitigate the possibility of the flooding that occurred
in 1998 and partially occurred 12/31/22.  Flood damage is absolutely devastating to those
affected and completely unnecessary because it can be avoided.

To this end, I ask that you set measurable goals, such as “reduce the risk of local 100-
year flooding from the San Francisquito Creek by 50% in 12 months and 100% in 24
months.“ 

 Achieving such goals would give those of us living under the constant threat of flooding
much needed peace of mind. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

Patricia Jones
1407 Hamilton Avenue 
 
 Patricia Jones
www.pkjones.com
pkjones1000@icloud.com
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From: Loran Harding
To: Loran Harding; alumnipresident@stanford.edu; antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov; David Balakian; boardmembers;

bballpod; bearwithme1016@att.net; beachrides; fred beyerlein; Leodies Buchanan; Cathy Lewis; Council, City;
Chris Field; Doug Vagim; dallen1212@gmail.com; Dan Richard; Daniel Zack; david pomaville;
eappel@stanford.edu; Scott Wilkinson; Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov; George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu;
huidentalsanmateo; hennessy; Irv Weissman; Sally Thiessen; Joel Stiner; jerry ruopoli; kfsndesk;
karkazianjewelers@gmail.com; leager; Mark Standriff; Mayor; margaret-sasaki@live.com;
merazroofinginc@att.net; newsdesk; news@fresnobee.com; nick yovino; russ@topperjewelers.com; Steve
Wayte; tsheehan; terry; vallesR1969@att.net

Subject: Fwd: Screwing Americans- Export nat. gas to Europe
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 8:07:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

     Saturday, January 21, 2023

          To all-

      They can only lie for so long about most of our natural gas being shipped to Europe to
take advantage of high prices there caused by Putin, but they can't keep this hidden
forever.

        On Thursday night, January 19, 2023, Channel 47 News in Fresno, Ca. said that
Californians are getting huge heating bills. Reason?  Oh, reduced output of natural gas from
Canada and Colorado, cold temps and high consumption in the eastern US, etc.  NOT ONE
WORD, NOT ONE WORD, ABOUT THE VAST AMOUNTS OF US NATURAL GAS
BEING SHIPPED TO EUROPE AND ELSEWHERE AS LNG, DRIVING UP THE
PRICE OF NATURAL GAS FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.   BIDEN AND HARRIS
SHOULD BE IMPEACHED FOR THIS, THE LIARS. NOT ONE WORD FROM
THEM ABOUT THIS!!!   Letting this continue should be an impeachable offense. 

     Channel 47 in Fresno is allowed by the FTC to use its assigned spectrum  IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST and they are not doing that with the BS they are putting out about why
natural gas prices are soaring for Californians.  Try telling the truth here, Channel 47 in
Fresno. KCBS-SF AM 740 might try telling the truth about this wholesale screwing of the
American people too, along with the rest of the news media.

     The AG of California should sue the US government for this.  Let's hear from Newsom too
on this. Where is our California congressional delegation?  Trying to keep something like this
quiet can cause people to lose elections. 

     L. William Harding
    Fresno, Ca.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 18, 2023 at 3:37 AM
Subject: Screwing Americans- Export nat. gas to Europe
To: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>, <alumnipresident@stanford.edu>,
<antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov>, David Balakian <davidbalakian@sbcglobal.net>,
boardmembers <boardmembers@hsr.ca.gov>, bballpod <bballpod@aol.com>, beachrides
<beachrides@sbcglobal.net>, fred beyerlein <fmbeyerlein@sbcglobal.net>, Leodies
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Buchanan <leodiesbuchanan@yahoo.com>, Cathy Lewis <catllewis@gmail.com>,
city.council <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>, Chris Field <cfield@ciw.edu>, Doug Vagim
<dvagim@gmail.com>, <dallen1212@gmail.com>, Dan Richard <danrichard@mac.com>,
Daniel Zack <daniel.zack@fresno.gov>, david pomaville <pomaville165@sbcglobal.net>,
<eappel@stanford.edu>, Scott Wilkinson <grinellelake@yahoo.com>,
<Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov>, <George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu>, huidentalsanmateo
<huidentalsanmateo@gmail.com>, hennessy <hennessy@stanford.edu>, Irv Weissman
<irv@stanford.edu>, Sally Thiessen <sally.thiessen.jb7t@statefarm.com>, Joel Stiner
<jastiner@gmail.com>, jerry ruopoli <jrwiseguy7@gmail.com>, kfsndesk
<kfsndesk@abc.com>, <karkazianjewelers@gmail.com>, leager <leager@fresnoedc.com>,
Mark Standriff <mark.standriff@fresno.gov>, Mayor <mayor@fresno.gov>, <margaret-
sasaki@live.com>, <merazroofinginc@att.net>, newsdesk <newsdesk@ksee.com>,
<news@fresnobee.com>, nick yovino <npyovino@gmail.com>, <russ@topperjewelers.com>,
Steve Wayte <steve4liberty@gmail.com>, tsheehan <tsheehan@fresnobee.com>

   Tuesday, January 17, 2023 late.

    To all-
  
    Here it is, in a British publication. They don't really come right out and say THAT THE
SUCKERS, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, ARE BEING SCREWED ROYALLY HERE BY
THE SUDDEN BIG JUMP IN THEIR NATURAL GAS BILLS SINCE SO MUCH IS
BEING EXPORTED TO EUROPE. IMPEACH BIDEN AND HARRIS. THIS IS JUST
OUTRIGHT TREASON:

     American LNG exports are surging, on the back of European demand | FT Energy Source -
YouTube

     You see Macron talking to Biden here. Biden looks pleased. "Mr. President, the bribes will
be historic in scale".  "AND thank you for screwing the American people yet again by
shipping vast amounts of natural gas to us Europeans and letting the suckers, the American
people, pay through the nose to stay warm". "They really are a set of first class
chumps.!!!!!!!!"  Biden: "I agree". 

     Congress and Biden can put a stop to this, but the bribes from the natural gas industry must
be so rich that we'd have to impeach them to get them to do so. Or get a new government, one
that looks out for the American people.

    Somebody said that Congress is an "open, running sewer of corruption". I was shocked by
that statement and I am not at all sure that I would go that far.

     Bet there might be some hungry lawyers somewhere in this vast country who might mount
a vast class-action lawsuit against the US government, and individual members of Congress,
for screwing us here on natural gas prices. How about 20 or 30 million US citizens join that as
plaintiffs? Where is Biden on this, the US Dept. of Energy, the DOJ?

     We spend $356 billion this year to defend all of Europe, Japan and S. Korea. Now we
roughly screw American consumers by sending our natural gas to Europe. I'm getting
weary of the screwing. I need a break.
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     L. William Harding
    Fresno,  Ca.        



From: Mel Kronick
To: Council, City
Cc: Mel Kronick; Karen Kronick
Subject: Flood Control as a City of Palo Alto Priority
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 7:55:54 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from melkronick@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

We have lived in Palo Alto on Forest Avenue since 1976. We suffered modest damage
in the horrible 1998 flood. We came close to damage again this year. We appreciate
that the issue is complicated and that 6 different governmental agencies (Palo Alto,
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, the County of Santa Clara, the County of San Mateo, and
the Army Corps of Engineers) are all involved. It is, nevertheless, shameful that the
Chaucer Street bridge and solving the whole issue once and for all is still years away.
My wife and I VERY strongly request setting flood control as a top 2023 priority by 
the City Council. 

Mel and Karen Kronick

mailto:melkronick@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Nancy Olson
To: Council, City
Subject: Item 13 on January 23 agenda: 575 Los Trancos Road
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 7:31:27 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from nso2431@icloud.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Mayor Kou, Vice Mayor Stone and Palo Alto Council Members,

My name is Nancy Olson and I am a Palo Alto resident who cares deeply about our City’s wildlife and natural
environment.

The proposed mansion is too close to Los Trancos Creek, and unless the project is modified, it is likely to
significantly impede animal movement, harm the riparian corridor and deprive the creek of the buffer it needs to
maintain water quality for steelhead trout, and render the creek more vulnerable to landslides and flooding.

Please decline to approve the project, and ask the homeowner to:

        • Require that the project be re-designed at a minimum of 55 feet from the top of the bank of Los Trancos creek
(in line with the neighboring home) to reduce the impacts on the riparian ecosystem of Los Trancos Creek. No
fences or structures should be allowed in the buffer area.

In addition,

        • Due to California’s prolonged drought, disallowing a swimming pool should also be considered to allow more
space for relocation of the home further from the creek and for saving water.

        • Require implementation of all the recommendations that were submitted by the Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District including disinfectant protocols to prevent spreading of sudden-oak death in the Los Trancos Valley.

        • Require all outdoor lighting to be dimmable and in the yellowish range to reduce light pollution and the
attraction of migratory birds and insects.

        • Require that all glass surfaces apply effective Bird-Safety glazing treatment to protect birds from colliding
with windows and other glass elements.

Thank you,

Nancy Olson
2431 Bryant Street
Palop Alto  CA 94301-4205

mailto:nso2431@icloud.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Bev Benson
To: Council, City
Subject: Creek Flooding
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 4:34:57 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from bevbenson@comcast.net. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I’m writing to encourage you to fix the possibility of the San Francisquito creek to overflow.

I was flooded in 1998.  Although I had flood insurance,  it was very difficult getting the house restored to a live able
condition.

My partner and I had to stay at the Residence Inn for a month with our 2 cats.  We were both working at
management level jobs.

We were lucky that our neighbor who was also flooded had a contractor already working for her and he helped
rebuild our houses.

All the appliances were ruined.  The floors and the bathroom had to be completely rebuilt. My partner’s car was
totaled.

Partner is now deceased and I am in my 70’s.  By myself I tried to move all my furniture above the level of the ‘98
level flood.

This was very scary.

I commend how well the city responded to the weather.  Pulling debris out of the stream and posting lots of updates. 
Good Job!

Thank you for reading my email and seriously considering your next steps.

Bev

mailto:bevbenson@comcast.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Deborah Goldeen
To: Council, City
Subject: E-bikes In Open Space Preserves
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 3:56:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I own two E-bikes. I put 7,000 miles a year on them. Unless it is a necessary commute route, I think E-bikes should
be banned from recreational trails.

There is an addictive quality to riding an E-bike, which is great if it gets someone to use a bike instead of a car. But
the human mind is inclined to an addiciton as a need and a right. It is not.

The “I’m older and I can’t ride a bike like I used to argument” is one you are going to hear. I spent two hours out at
Fremont Older (MidPen) parking lot and surveyed bike use. Nine out of ten E-bike riders were young males.

Deb Goldeen, 2130 Birch, 94306, (650)799-3652

mailto:deborah.goldeen@sonic.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


From: betty tse
To: Council, City
Subject: 2023 priority of Palo Alto - flood protection
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 3:23:32 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from btse04@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your 
city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the 
following projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support 
for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before 
flood season. I live in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection 
of our home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  

Thank you.
betty tse and gabe kralik

mailto:btse04@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Phyllis Sherlock
To: Council, City
Subject: Climate Chante and Adaptiation for 2023.
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 12:36:50 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from phyllissherlock2@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I lost four months of my life after the flood of 1998. And my partner was hospitalized overnight after a stint in
cleaning out our basement that was flooded. With five feet of water.

Please replace the Newell Bridge THIS YEAR,  CLEAR DEBRIS before the flood season,.and hasten the
replacement of the Chaucer bridge.

Thank you.  Phyllis Sherlock, PhD.   12 75 Dana Av.  P.A.

mailto:phyllissherlock2@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Margot Lockwood-Stein
To: Council, City
Subject: Fw: Please Make Flood Protection for Crescent Park, Duveneck/St. Francis & Greer Park a priority
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 12:18:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mommylockwood_stein@yahoo.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city 
priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following 
projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full 
Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. I live 
in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is 
an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  Thank you.

Thank you,
Margot Lockwood-Stein
Duveneck/St. Francis neighborhood

mailto:mommylockwood_stein@yahoo.com
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From: Richard Almond
To: Council, City
Subject: flood prevention
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 11:31:46 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the Council:

I had damages in the '98 flood, and this year, at 85, I was out in the rain moving sand bags
against the rising brown waters of University Ave River.

Given the slowness of the planning project we are faced with several years more risk.  I urge
facilitation of the Newell Bridge replacement, and exploration of present removal of the
Chaucer Bridge.  There are other ways to cross the Creek.

your sincerely,

Richard Almond, MD
1520 University Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Opinion pieces and other recommendations may not always be responded to quickly, due to time constraints, but
they are appreciated.

mailto:rjalmond@stanford.edu
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Euginia Merken
To: Council, City
Subject: Newell Bridge (and flood control) must be a city Priority
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 11:23:42 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from euginia.merken@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please add flooding protection projects under our city's Climate Change and Adaptation goal
for 2023.  The city has already spent too much time and energy considering the bridges'
impacts on the immediate neighborhoods to the detriment of the greater good.

Improving mass transportation should also be added to the Climate Change and Adaptation
goal.  Driving the Caltrain underground is unrealistic and delaying improvement to our rail
system will accelerate global warming.  Accelerating and streamlining public transportation
will make it easier for workers in regions with more affordable housing to travel to their jobs,
and expensive communities will benefit from an increase in labor.  The Bay Area's mass
transit system is a splintered mess, with many different agencies that seem to do little to
coordinate with each other.  We already have much of the infrastructure in place, but with
little coordination among the agencies, getting from one city to another is untenable.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Euginia Merken
707 De Soto Drive

mailto:euginia.merken@gmail.com
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From: Mehmetf
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood priority
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 10:13:52 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mehmetf@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city 
priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following 
projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full 
Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. 

I live in the flood zone (Oregon Ave) and improved flood prevention and protection of our 
home from flooding is an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  Thank you.

mailto:mehmetf@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Pat Kinney
To: Council, City
Subject: Please make flood control a priority for 2023
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 9:54:39 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from pkinney48235@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.  Specifically, please renew your city 
priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  This year please add the following 
projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full 
Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season. I live 
in the flood zone and improved flood prevention and protection of our home from flooding is 
an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.  We were not impacted as much this 
year as we were in 1998, but we still carry memories of that flood.

I understand that the Newell Bridge project is constrained to only working in the creek for four 
months each year, but are there other roadside improvements that could start in 2023 that could 
speed up the overall project? 

Thank you.
Patricia Kinney
WIldwood Lane

mailto:pkinney48235@gmail.com
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From: Barbara Riper
To: Council, City
Subject: Flood protection
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 9:42:54 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from tobin8@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

As a resident in the flood zone, I ask that you renew your City priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.
Please add these projects under that priority:

        Newell Bridge replacement
        Clear support for the complete Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquiro Creek
        Pre-flood season clearing of debris from the creek

We narrowly missed a much worse outcome recently. Let’s not waste time before the next one.

Sincerely,

Barbara Riper

mailto:tobin8@sbcglobal.net
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From: Hamilton Hitchings
To: Council, City
Subject: Please include Flood Protection under the Climate Protection & Adaptation Goal for 2023
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 9:40:32 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please include Flood Protection under the Climate Protection & Adaptation Goal for
2023.  Last year no flood protection projects were officially included under the Climate
Protection & Adaptation Goal.  Specifically, please add the following projects under this 
priority: the Newell Bridge replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San 
Francisquito Creek and clearing debris before flood season.

Construction on the Newell Bridge was originally scheduled to start in 2021 but construction 
is now scheduled for the summer of 2024 due to various delays (e.g. lawsuits now 
dismissed). Please make it a priority to ensure there are no further delays, that the city is 
doing everything it can to complete this project and support full Reach 2 upgrade of San 
Francisquito Creek including channel widening and Chaucer bridge as fast as possible.

Thousands of homes are in the San Francisquito Creek flood zone and over the floor 
flooding means the home becomes inhabitable for 9 months to a year, like 400 homes were 
in the 1998 flood during an El Nino season. Next winter is predicted to be an El Nino winter 
so statistically higher risk.

The benefits of replacing Newell Bridge go far beyond flood control. This 113 year old 
bridge, was designated as functionally obsolete by CalTrans.  It is a substandard narrow 
bridge with no traffic lights, no sidewalk and no bike path. Many parents from East Palo Alto 
push their baby carriages and walk small children across this bridge on their way to Eleanor 
Parde Park. The bridge is also used by many to commute to work from East Palo Alto. The 
new bridge will provide safe sidewalks for pedestrians, safe bike paths and improved car 
safety.

Thank you again for all the hard work you have done to move the Newell Bridge 
replacement project so far and please prioritize bringing it over the finish line as another 
infrastructure win for the city.

Hamilton Hitchings

mailto:hitchingsh@yahoo.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Nadine Terman
To: Council, City
Subject: City Priorities
Date: Saturday, January 21, 2023 9:19:10 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from nadineterman@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

Please make flood protection a priority for 2023.

We have lived near the Creek since 2008 and remain confused and frustrated over the lack 
of progress from our leaders.

Specifically, please renew your city priority of Climate Change and Adaptation for 2023.  
This year please add the following projects under this priority: the Newell Bridge 
replacement, explicit support for the full Reach 2 upgrade of San Francisquito Creek and 
clearing debris before flood season. The city was not prepared and only was removing 
debris when it was too late—a baffling situation for a known issue.

I live in the flood zone and suffered flooding from the New Year’s flood of the Pope Chaucer 
Bridge. Improved flood prevention and protection of our home and streets from flooding is 
an imperative for our family’s safety and well being.

If you choose not to be proactive on the above initiatives, then please (I) find a way to clean 
sidewalks so that people do not slip (or be forced to walk in the streets and dodge cars) and 
(ii) also set aside funds to reimburse us for our damage while we wait and for doing your 
job in cleaning up the neighborhood. You probably noticed that most of us were cleaning up 
our neighborhoods…while inspiring as a neighborhood, it is representative of the 
shortcomings of the council.

Thank you,

Nadine

mailto:nadineterman@gmail.com
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Sean Allen; Binder, Andrew; Jeff Rosen; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Shikada, Ed;

Reifschneider, James; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Rebecca Eisenberg; Josh Becker; Greer
Stone; Jay Boyarsky; Rob Baker; Jay Boyarsky; dennis burns; DuJuan Green; chuck jagoda; Wagner, April;
ladoris cordell; Enberg, Nicholas; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou

Subject: January 19, 2023 Sheriff Bob Jonsen 55 W. Younger San Jose, CA 95110-re meeting set for January 20, 2023 on
proposed Taser purchase

Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 10:34:22 PM
Attachments: final version ltr to Jonsen with link to Axon warning.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone
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c/o ALA 
991 West Hedding Street, Suite 202 
San Jose, CA  95126 
(408) 287-9710 
 
January 19, 2023 
 
Sheriff Bob Jonsen  
55 W. Younger 
San Jose, CA  95110 
 
Dear Sheriff Jonsen:  
 
The Coalition for Justice and Accountability (CJA) came into existence in 2003 after Bich Cau Thi Tran 
was shot and killed by San Jose Police Officer Chad Marshall.1 CJA has over the past 20 years been an 
advocate for humane policing practices including the banning of the use of Tasers by law enforcement. 
Members of CJA have participated on panels, addressing police misconduct, Taser task forces, city 
councils and other public bodies throughout the Bay Area.  CJA has conducted workshops on police 
misconduct and also on the inherent dangers of Tasers. 
 
The Coalition for Justice and Accountability (CJA) has been vehemently opposed to Santa Clara County 
Sheriff deputies being armed with Tasers.  In 2017, former Sheriff Smith proposed that Sheriff deputies 
in the jail be armed with Tasers.  In 2017, CJA met with the following individuals and staff regarding 
CJA’s position that we should not bring Tasers to our Jails. 2  
 
The  Reuter’s six part series on Tasers https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/ and the 
Bar Association of San Francisco Supplemental Memo on Tasers dated September 18, 20173  both 
provide strong arguments against Tasers.  Former Sheriff Smith withdrew her plan to arm Sheriff 
deputies in the jail with Tasers.  
 
As you know, former Sheriff Smith, last year proposed that enforcement deputies be armed with Tasers 
at the November 1, 2022 meeting of the Board of Supervisors.  That decision was deferred until 
February 2023 at the earliest to allow for the new Sheriff to weigh in on Tasers.   
  


Tasers Not Effective 
                                                           
1 https://asamnews.com/2021/11/29/a-grand-jury-cleared-a-san-jose-police-officer-of-any-wrongdoing-for-
shooting-a-woman-waving-a-vegetable-peeler/  
2 Meetings held with Supervisors Cindy Chavez, Joe Simitian and Mike Wasserman, Supervisor Dave Cortese’s staff, 
Supervisor Ken Yeager’s staff, Sheriff Laurie Smith, County Counsel James Williams, District Attorney Jeff Rosen, 
Public Defender Molly O’Neal, and former Undersheriff John Hirokawa. In addition to these meetings, a successful 
protest/press conference was held on August 24, 2017 to draw attention to the Taser issue.   
3 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
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Mike Leonesio4, of Leonesio Consulting provided answers to questions posed by the Bar Association of 
San Francisco that are outlined in detail as an attachment to the September 18, 2017 Bar Association of 
San Francisco memorandum to the San Francisco Police Commission.5  “ Given the warnings issued by 
Taser International, does this diminish the weapon’s efficacy and/or circumstances otherwise warranting 
Taser use? “Answer:  The latest manufacturer warnings and trainings, as well as the Courts and current 
case law decisions, have absolutely limited the circumstances when a TASER, can and/or, should be 
used.”  
 
Combine this with the fact that the new generation weapons are generating only half the electrical 
output of the previous generations, and I question the current weapons’ ability for consistent, reliable, 
subject incapacitation; . . .”6 (emphasis added)  
 


Taser Related Deaths  
 


Critically important to this conversation is Reuter’s finding that the death toll is substantially more than 
previously reported by mainstream civil rights organizations like Amnesty International. Using rigorous 
journalistic standards, Reuters documented 1,081 deaths related to Taser use by law enforcement as of 
December 31, 2018.7  
 


Taser Related Litigation  
 


In addition, Reuters completed a thorough examination of the monies paid out by cities across the 
country in Taser related litigation.   Reuters identified and reviewed 442 wrongful death lawsuits in 
which Tasers were a factor that may have caused death.  “In 120 of the 442 cases or 27%, the Taser was 
the only force alleged in the claim; in the remaining 322 cases, the stun guns were alleged to have been 
part of a broader array of police force…  
 
More than three-fifths of the 366 of the concluded lawsuits against governments, or 232, resulted in 
judgments or settlements for the plaintiffs: 220 settlements and 12 judgments.  Reuters was able to 
determine payouts in 193 cases, totaling $172 million paid by cities and their insurers.  That dollar 
figure does not include three dozen cases in which settlements remained confidential or were 
unavailable.” 8(emphasis added) These findings regarding the cost of litigation should trouble any law 
enforcement agency, city or county contemplating the purchase of Tasers.  
 
As recently as January 11, 2023, a 25-year-old resident of South San Francisco died after the family had 
called the police for assistance.  The police attempted to subdue her with a restraining WRAP which 
                                                           
4 Michael Leonesio is a retired Oakland, California peace officer and the founder and president of Leonesio 
Consulting, LLC. In his nearly 30 years of public safety service, Michael has worked as a P.O.S.T. certified peace 
officer, law enforcement trainer, subject matter expert, forensic investigator and analyst, and emergency medical 
technician (EMT). Michael is a California Commission on Peace Officers Standards and Training (CA POST) certified 
Police Academy Instructor, Tactical Firearms Instructor, Critical Incident Response Instructor, and Defensive Tactics 
and Baton Instructor. 
5 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
6 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
7 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-taser-deaths-insight/as-death-toll-keeps-rising-u-s-communities-start-
rethinking-taser-use-idUSKCN1PT0YT 
8 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/  
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failed.  At that point the police Tasered her in the stun mode (putting the machines prongs directly in 
contact with her skin).  After Tasering her, she was transported to Seton hospital in Daly City and cleared 
and then later transported to be booked at San Mateo County Jail.  Deputies noted she was experiencing 
a medical emergency and she was transported to Kaiser Hospital in Redwood City where she died.    
 
The Palo Alto Daily Post reported in their weekend edition November 26-27, 2022 with the following 
headline: “Man’s face disfigured by Taser”:  County settles suit for $600,000 (San Mateo County).    
 
The cases cited above are from a small daily publication in Palo Alto.     
 
On January 3, 2023, a cousin of Black Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse Cullors was killed by Los Angeles 
police after he got in a traffic accident and officers who showed up repeatedly Tased and restrained him 
in the middle of the street, according to body-camera footage and his family’s account.9 
 
In Raleigh, North Carolina police are investigating the death of a person who was tased by Raleigh Police 
with a stun gun.  According to news reports, the police were conducting a proactive patrol when they 
found a suspicious vehicle.10 
  
 


Taser Warnings  
 


Historically the manufacturer had very few warnings regarding the safety of its weapon.  Increasingly 
and in order to shift liability to cities and police departments, Taser (Axon) now has a 4,500-word eight-
page warning. 11 The warning advises users not to deploy the Taser in the area of the face, eyes, neck, 
chest, heart and the genitals.   And not to Taser a variety of populations including the frail, mentally ill, 
pregnant women and those with heart problems.   By warning police departments regarding the risk of 
death and serious injury when a Taser is improperly used, the manufacturer has effectively shifted 
liability from itself to police departments and municipalities.  
 
The 2011 Electronic Control Weapons Guidelines developed by the Police Executive Research Forum and 
the Community Oriented Policing Services of the U.S. Department of Justice states that,” Agencies 
should be aware that exposure to ECW (Tasers) application during training could result in injury to 
personnel and is not recommended. Any agency that does include ECW application as part of training 
should not make it mandatory for certification, and should ensure that safety protocols are rigorously 
followed.”12  
 
Reuters also explored in detail the progression of Taser Warnings that includes a comprehensive 
interactive guide. https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-taser-warning/  


                                                           
9 https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jan/11/black-lives-matter-co-founder-cousin-killed-los-angeles-
police  
10 https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/crime/article271269722.html  
11   https://axon-2.cdn.prismic.io/axon-2/19c2d86c-c983-4d9f-bac4-
dd6bdb8ce29c_Law+Enforcement+Warnings+8_5x11.pdf  
12https://www.policeforum.org/assets/docs/Free_Online_Documents/Use_of_Force/electronic%20control%20we
apon%20guidelines%202011.pdf 
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The progression of increasingly restrictive warnings issued by Taser has led some police agencies to 
either shelve Tasers all together or not to purchase them at all after having reviewed the extensive 
warnings.  Ed Davis, former Boston Police Chief from 2006-2013, in ultimately declining to purchase 
Tasers for his department said the following:  The warnings “made the weapon impractical to use, and 
it gave a lot of us the impression that we weren’t getting the full story. I didn’t want to take the risk.   
The potential litigation costs absolutely were a factor.”13 (emphasis added) 
 
The tragic death of Everette Howard, a young African American student, is a case examined in the 
Reuter’s series.  One Taser blast by University of Cincinnati police officer Richard Haas, a certified Taser 
instructor, resulted in Everette Howard’s death.   “Haas fired his stun gun.  One electrified dart hit below 
Howard’s lower left chest, the other near his waist.  The 18-year-old collapsed, unconscious, and was 
pronounced dead at the hospital..”  Haas subsequently said, “ I did not in my wildest dreams expect this 
kid to die..”14    
 
As part of his role as a certified Taser trainer, Haas acknowledged that he had studied the Taser safety 
warnings over a ten-year period and noted that they had become more complex over the years.  
Ironically, the Taser blast that killed Everette Howard was the first time Haas had deployed a Taser in the 
field.   He ultimately concluded, “it seemed like it was getting harder and harder to use the Taser.” 15  
The University of Cincinnati ultimately settled the Howard’s family wrongful death lawsuit for $2 million.  
Taser was not sued in the matter.  
 
In another case explored by Reuters, Linwood Lambert was tasered some 20 times by South Boston, 
Virginia, police officers.  He died.  There was substantial evidence that the three officers involved 
ignored the manufacturer’s warning regarding the risk of repeatedly tasering victims.  In addition, the 
officers ignored other warnings issued by the manufacturer. Under oath at a deposition, one of three 
officers involved, Corporal Tiffany Bratton, acknowledged that she was aware of the manufacturer’s 
warnings.  In a chilling statement, she said the following,” If I read and abided by every single warning . . 
. I would not Taser anyone.”16 


Catch 22 
Practical Implications of safety warnings and litigation costs 


 
More and more attention is being paid by commentators to the fact that the use of Tasers is a Catch 22.  
Failure by police departments to follow closely the ever growing restrictions on the use of Tasers issued 
by the manufacturer has resulted in unnecessary deaths and a huge increase in the costs of litigation 
borne by municipalities.  On the other hand, where police departments are closely complying with the 
manufacturer’s complex warnings, they are finding it increasingly impractical to use Tasers. The Oakland 
Police Department has over 700 police officers on their force, all are armed with Tasers. The Bar 
Association of San Francisco (BASF) Criminal Justice Task Force, Committee on Tasers contacted the 
Oakland Police Department (OPD) to determine how frequently Tasers were deployed.  
 
“To help answer some of the questions, the BASF also reached out to the Oakland Police Department 
(OPD) to determine how often Tasers are used, and how often they are effective. It is well known that 
LAPD reports 47% efficacy, but LAPD far exceeds the size of SFPD.  The OPD which is closer in size to the 


                                                           
13 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/      
14 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/        
15 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/       
16 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/section/usa-taser/       
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SFPD, reported that in 2015 Tasers were deployed on just 37 occasions and 32 times in 2016.  Oakland 
reported for each year, the efficacy was 50%.” 17 (emphasis added) Other studies have confirmed that 
where warnings are complied with the use of Tasers drops dramatically.  Similarly, numerous studies 
have confirmed that Tasers have an unacceptably high failure rate putting both the officers and 
intended victim at risk.   
 


Are Tasers worth the cost? 
 
In June 2017, Taser expert Michael Leonesio, a retired Oakland, California peace officer, was called as an 
expert witness before the San Francisco Police Commission on the potential costs of outfitting all 
members of the SFPD with Tasers.  “During his testimony, he estimated the first year in costs to San 
Francisco at $8,000 to $10,000 per officer which included the purchase price, maintenance, training 
and oversight. Assuming a department size of 2,200 officers, the cost is between $17.6 million and $22 
million.”  18 (emphasis added) Leonesio’s cost analysis for Taser deployment in San Francisco is outlined 
in detail as an attachment to the September 18, 2017 Bar Association of San Francisco memorandum to 
the San Francisco Police Commission. 19 Clearly, the Sheriff and the Board of Supervisors needs to 
consider the cost factors raised above before expending millions of tax payer dollars on a weapon that is 
increasingly seen as impractical to use. 
 


Conclusion  
 
Tasers kill on the average of one person per week in the United States.  According to the Reuters series, 
9 out of 10 who die are unarmed.  We believe that Tasers are unsafe to use in our jails, unsafe to use on 
patrol and unsafe to use on a human being. They are unsafe because of the substantial risk of injury or 
death to inmates, members of the community, correction officers and patrol deputies.  The strongest 
single piece of evidence of this lack of safety is the 1081 Taser related deaths reported in the Reuters 
six-part series on Tasers.  There have been substantial number of deaths since the Reuters 2018 study 
was released. Equally powerful evidence of why Tasers should be banned is the ever growing list of 
restrictions/warnings issued by the manufacturer themselves regarding the serious risks of injury and 
death related to the use of Tasers.  
 
We believe that the tax payer dollars that would be spent in arming the Sheriff deputies with Tasers 
would be better spent on hiring more mental health professionals and crisis intervention professionals.   
We understand that it is likely that the Sheriff will recommend that deputies working in the jail will also 
be armed with Tasers.  For that reason, we attach a 2018 letter to former Sheriff Smith regarding arming 
deputies in the jail with Tasers.  
 
Finally, given the recommendation of the Santa Clara County Blue Ribbon Commission on improving 
Custody Operations, the purchase and use of Tasers in the jails or use by law enforcement in any 
capacity runs counter to the community’s loud and repeated calls for a more humane approach to law 
enforcement.  It is past time that Tasers be banned.  
 
Sincerely,  
 


                                                           
17 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
18 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
19 https://www.sfbar.org/forms/newsroom/sfbar-recommendations-tasers-september%202017.pdf  
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Aram James  
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From: Dhruv Khanna
To: Council, City; board@valleywater.org
Cc: Margaret Bruce
Subject: Re: Creek water
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 10:08:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I meant December 31, 2022

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Friday, January 20, 2023, 10:04 PM, Dhruv Khanna <dhruvkhanna2002@yahoo.com> wrote:

From December 31, 2002 to today 

The effects of truant San Francisquito Creek water. Please see pic below. 

25 years to complete Phase 1. In 50 years more completion. 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dhruvkhanna2002@yahoo.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:board@valleywater.org
mailto:mbruce@sfcjpa.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Aram James
To: Richard k; Raj; Sean Allen; Javier Ortega; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Binder, Andrew; Jeff Rosen;

Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Binder, Andrew; Reifschneider, James; Angie Evans; Shana Segal; Winter Dellenbach;
Josh Becker; Otto Lee; Javier Ortega; Supervisor Susan Ellenberg; Joe Simitian; Cindy Chavez; Council, City;
Cecilia Taylor; Wagner, April; Michael Gennaco; Foley, Michael; dennis burns; DuJuan Green; Jay Boyarsky;
chuck jagoda; ladoris cordell; Human Relations Commission; Enberg, Nicholas; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou; Greg
Tanaka; Greer Stone; Pat Burt; Tony Dixon; Perron, Zachary; Rebecca Eisenberg; Bains, Paul

Subject: Keenan Anderson’s family files $50-million legal claim after tasing by LAPD
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 9:34:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-01-20/keenan-andersons-family-files-50-
million-legal-claim-against-la-after-he-died-following-tasering-by-lapd

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:rkonda@asianlawalliance.org
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:javier.ortega@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:moore2j@att.net
mailto:julieforpaloalto@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jrosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:James.Reifschneider@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:angiebevans@gmail.com
mailto:voteshanasegal@gmail.com
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:becker.josh@gmail.com
mailto:olee@iplg.com
mailto:javier.ortega@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:cmrstaylor@gmail.com
mailto:april.wagner@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com
mailto:Michael.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:dennis.r.burns@gmail.com
mailto:dujuang@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:ladoris@judgecordell.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Nicholas.Enberg@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:elauing@equitysearchpartners.com
mailto:lydiakou@gmail.com
mailto:greg@gregtanaka.org
mailto:greg@gregtanaka.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:pat@patburt.org
mailto:Wadixon@menlopark.org
mailto:Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=189b7681daef4b0bbcc2c38b522941bb-PaulBains
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https://itunes.apple.com/app/google/id284815942


From: Aram James
To: Angie Evans; Shana Segal; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew; Jethroe Moore; Council, City; Julie Lythcott-Haims;

Rebecca Eisenberg; Jeff Rosen; Winter Dellenbach; Josh Becker; Joe Simitian; GRP-City Council; Lydia Kou;
Tanaka, Greg; Human Relations Commission; Bains, Paul; peaceandjusticecenter@gmail.com; Vara
Ramakrishnan; Karen Holman; Dennis Upton; Kaloma Smith; Burt, Patrick; Lee, Craig; cromero@cityofepa.org;
Roberta Ahlquist

Subject: Keenan Anderson executed by LAPD-when will the madness stop-ban Tasers Now
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 9:20:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://newsone.com/4483515/keenan-anderson-tased-to-death-by-lapd/amp/

Sent from my iPhone
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mailto:vara@acm.org
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mailto:pastor@universityamez.com
mailto:Pat.Burt@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Craig.Lee@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Aram James
To: Sean Allen; Binder, Andrew; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Rebecca Eisenberg; Shikada, Ed;

Council, City; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; Winter Dellenbach; Josh Becker; Joe Simitian; Jay Boyarsky; Otto Lee;
chuck jagoda; Supervisor Susan Ellenberg; Javier Ortega; Cindy Chavez; Wagner, April; ladoris cordell; Human
Relations Commission; Reifschneider, James; Enberg, Nicholas; DuJuan Green; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou; Shana
Segal; Greg Tanaka; Michael Gennaco; Tony Dixon; Pat Burt; Perron, Zachary

Subject: From The Mercury News e-edition - Police chief put on leave after critical report
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 7:26:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I saw this The Mercury News e-edition article on the The Mercury News e-edition app and thought you’d be
interested.

Police chief put on leave after critical report
https://edition.pagesuite.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?guid=2085b42a-3ce7-4257-9bde-
28ca056ceb22&appcode=SAN252&eguid=8702eb48-2788-4345-ac8a-8d576bbe4191&pnum=4#

For more great content like this subscribe to the The Mercury News e-edition app here:

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Michael McHenry
To: Council, City
Subject: Item 7 on restricting e-bikes
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 4:31:36 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mrmchenry2@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

 I object to restricting e-bikes to paved trails in Palo Alto. I am 80 years old and have enjoyed
riding with a group of seniors from the Sons in Retirement (SIR) group. Several of us are
riding e-bikes due to health issues.
Michael McHenry

mailto:mrmchenry2@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Loran Harding
To: Loran Harding; alumnipresident@stanford.edu; antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov; David Balakian; boardmembers;

bballpod; bearwithme1016@att.net; beachrides; fred beyerlein; Cathy Lewis; Council, City; Chris Field; Doug
Vagim; dallen1212@gmail.com; Dan Richard; Daniel Zack; eappel@stanford.edu; Scott Wilkinson;
Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov; George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu; huidentalsanmateo; hennessy; Irv Weissman; Sally
Thiessen; Joel Stiner; jerry ruopoli; kfsndesk; karkazianjewelers@gmail.com; Leodies Buchanan; leager; Mark
Standriff; Mayor; margaret-sasaki@live.com; merazroofinginc@att.net; newsdesk; news@fresnobee.com; nick
yovino; david pomaville; russ@topperjewelers.com; Steve Wayte; tsheehan; terry; vallesR1969@att.net

Subject: Fwd: NuScale Voygr small nuc. plant
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 4:17:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Fri, Jan 20, 2023 at 3:47 PM
Subject: Fwd: NuScale Voygr small nuc. plant
To: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>

     Friday, January 20, 2023

      To all-     Huge news. This could be one possible bridge to fusion. Biden should
mention this in his State of the Union address in February.

    1st small modular nuclear reactor certified for use in US - The Business Journal

       Since this won't open very many times unless you pay, here it is onthe US Dept. of
Energy website:

        NRC Certifies First U.S. Small Modular Reactor Design | Department of Energy

     John Hutson proposed building two 1600 MW nuclear plants outside of Fresno ~2010. 
This reactor is 50 MW but it's a modular design so you could have 700 MW in one plant.

     L. William Harding
    Fresno, Ca.
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mailto:dallen1212@gmail.com
mailto:danrichard@mac.com
mailto:daniel.zack@fresno.gov
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From: Milton, Lesley
To: Hoel, Jeff (external); Council, City; ORG - Clerk"s Office; City Mgr
Cc: Hoel, Jeff (external)
Subject: RE: New Way to access City meetings
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 3:05:54 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image002.png

Good afternoon Mr. Hoel,
 
Thank you for all your comments. I can sense your frustration with the different way we are
displaying meeting agendas and records and for that, I am sorry. I know that my comments will not
fix many of your concerns, but they may provide context.  
 
This new software system has several benefits to the city staff as well as to the public, even if it is not
the perfect display. This program makes the writing of our staff reports more efficient on the back
end and increases transparency and accessibility to the public, saving tax payer dollars and
increasing responsiveness. It also makes the agendas more accessible to mobile devices, gives the
ability to be translated into over a hundred different languages, makes it more accessible to digital
readers for ADA Compliance, in addition to auto archiving the created records right into our highly
searchable records management portal.
 
The new portal gives people the option to view reports in an HTML format (very mobile device
friendly) or PDF, instead of just PDF ONLY. The HTML version can link directly to URL, in perpetuity.
 
As far as size, with our website design standards, our Communications department has requested
that the portal be embedded into our site. I have gotten feedback that it is small and can be difficult
to read. You can also access a full frame page which gives you additional options. You can find that
full frame portal here.
 
I do recognize that this is a work in progress and I am grateful for your patience. Records are being
created every day, meetings are constantly occurring or in process of occurring.  There was no clean
way to have a 100% perfected switch over, which is why we retained elements you mentioned, like
the four buttons ("2022 City Council Agenda Packet and Minutes," "2021 City Council Agenda Packet
and Minutes," "2002-2010 Council Agendas and Minutes," and "2011-2020 Council Agendas and
Minutes." The idea was to allow the public still be able to access records the old way, until they can
transition to the new options.
 
In closing, I would encourage you to take a look at our City Clerk Records portal. (FYI, that also has a
link to open full screen too to make it bigger) All of the filtering search options that you list below,
exist within that portal and the records are much more complete. We have uploaded and archived
over 15,000 records into that system and it grows daily. (Each of those documents do have an
individual website address too!)
 
While I recognize it’s different and may not be your preference, I promise it has given other people
more access to these records in a way they have been requesting for years.
 
Thank you for your understanding and I am looking forward to chatting more about it with you soon
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at a Council meeting or any other time. Your feedback is always welcome and my door is open.
 
Respectfully,
Lesley
 

Lesley Milton
City Clerk
(650) 329-2379 | Lesley.Milton@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

From: Jeff Hoel <jeff_hoel@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 2:37 PM
To: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Clerk, City <city.clerk@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: Hoel, Jeff (external) <jeff_hoel@yahoo.com>
Subject: New Way to access City meetings
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

The City is trying out a new way of providing access to certain documents for meetings (agendas,
minutes, videos, etc.).  On Council's agendas page,
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/City-Hall/City-Council/Council-Agendas-Minutes
see the large box with "Text Search" at the top and "© 2023 PrimeGov -- Privacy Policy" at the bottom.
 
This new way is not yet ready for prime time.
 
Beneath this large box are four buttons ("2022 City Council Agenda Packet and Minutes," "2021 City
Council Agenda Packet and Minutes," "2002-2010 Council Agendas and Minutes," and "2011-2020
Council Agendas and Minutes." that can be used to access documents for City Council meetings in the
old way.  Please don't get rid of these until the new way works well enough.  Note that there is no "2023
City Council Agenda Packet and Minutes" button, so 2023 documents are not accessible in the old way. 
Please add this button.
 
Here's what's wrong:
 
1.  The new way, when you left-click on a three-dots symbol to access a document, it pops up a menu. 
When you click on your choice (e.g., "Agenda"), it pops up a menu for saving that document on the user's
workstation, and it gives you a way ("open")  to view the document.  The viewed document has a local
URL (e.g., file:///C:/Users/pac/Downloads/Agenda_20230113155130287.pdf) that can't be used to specify
the document to others.  (The old way, when you clicked on a listed document, the viewed document had
a URL e.g., https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-
minutes/city-council-agendas-minutes/2022/20221219/20221219pccsm-amendedtime.pdf ) that could be
used to specify the document to others.)
 
2.  The new way, when you right-click on a three-dots symbol to access a document, it pops up a menu
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that doesn't include a choice for accessing the document.  (The old way, when you right-click on a listed
document, the viewed document appeared in a new browser window.)
 
3.  The new way, I can click on the year of the archived meetings I want to access.  (The current selection
is highlighted in green.)  As the default, the years 2023-2017 are displayed, but I can horizontal scroll to
years not currently on-screen.  (Ideally, more years should be displayed on-screen.)  Currently, only
documents from the years 2023-2016 can be accessed.  (The old way, documents as old as 2002 can be
accessed, at least for Council meetings.)
 
Comments and Suggestions:
 
4.  The new way requires you to click on a three-dots symbol and then click on a document_type.  The old
way displays a horizontal list of document type choices, so you have to click only once.  (For Council
meetings between 01-08-18 and 02-26-18, there were five document types: "Agenda and Packet," "Action
Minutes," "Transcript," "Video," and "Presentations."  For Council meetings between 03-05-18 and 12-17-
18, there were five document types: "Agenda and Packet," "Action Minutes," "Minutes," "Video," and 
"Presentations.")
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/City-Clerk/Citys-Meeting-Agendas/Meeting-Agendas-and-
Minutes/Past-Council-Agendas-and-Minutes-2011-2020
But the old-way screen width available was larger.  Suggestion: display on-screen as many document
type choices as will fit, and use a three-dots symbol to access the rest.
 
5.  At the top of the big box is a "Text Search" line.  What can be specified on this line?
    a.  A list of words, each of which must appear in the document being searched for?
    b.  A list of words that must appear as a phrase in the document being searched for?
    c.  A more complicated specification, using a Google-like syntax?  What syntax exactly?
UPDATE: maybe it's supposed to work the same way as in this example:
https://lacity.primegov.com/Search/ItemSearch
(See the PPS below.)  But it doesn't seem to work that way.
 
6.  The "Advanced Search +" feature is potentially interesting.  Where can I read about what the various
components of this feature are supposed to do? 
    --  The City's Form 700 database https://public.netfile.com/pub/?aid=CPA has a lower-case-i-with-a-
circle-around-it symbol, and if you put your cursor over the symbol, a pop-up appears with a short
explanation.  This might be helpful, but a longer document would be more helpful.
    -- I assume that the sought document is found only if all of the specified conditions (text search, boards
and commissions, meeting type, item title, sponsor, date start, date end, item type, and tracking number)
match.
    -- Where does the system look to match the specified criteria?  Is it in the documents themselves, or in
some other place, or both?
 
    a.  Boards And Commissions -- There are 15 choices (Council, ARB, FC, PTC, P&S, City Schools
Liaison Committee, Council Appointed Officers Committee, Director's Hearing, HRB, HRC, PRC, PAC,
Rail Committee, SWOC, UAC).  Will other choices be added in the future?
 
    b.  Meeting Type -- There are 28 choices.  (Some are just test scaffolding.)  Most of the choices seem
to specify a board or commission plus "regular" or "special."  Why not instead use the "Boards And
Commissions" line to specify which board or commission and the "Meeting Type" line to specify "regular"
or "special" or, if unspecified, then either?
    -- "Regular Meeting" -- Does this specify any regular meeting?
    -- In most cases, whether a meeting is "regular" or "special" is not meaningful.
 
    c.  Item Title -- What can be put on this line?  What syntax is allowed?
    -- Is it a list of words that all have to be in the title?
    -- Is it a phrase that has to be in the title?
    -- What titles is it looking for?
        -- The title of, say, an agenda document?  (I don't know whether agenda documents even have
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titles.)
        -- The titles of the agenda's items?
        -- The titles of the staff reports referenced by the agenda's items?  (In the old days, staff reports
used to be in different documents from the agenda document.  Does this mean the search looks at those
staff report documents too?)
 
    d.  Sponsor -- There are 340 (or so) names.
    --  What does it mean to be a sponsor of a document?  Does each document have at least one
sponsor?  Can there be multiple sponsors?  Are the sponsor{s} identified in the document?
    --  The list is sorted by first name.  Maybe last name would be better.
    --  If I type in a letter, it scrolls so that the first name on the list beginning with that letter appears, often
at the bottom of the displayed list.  (It would be better if it scrolled so that the first name on the list
beginning with that letter appeared at the top of the displayed list.)
    --  If I then type in the same letter again, it moves to the next name on the list beginning with that letter.
    --  But if I then type in the next letter of a name, it does NOT scroll to the first name on the list
beginning with that two-letter sequence.  Too bad.
    
     e.  Date Start 
    --  Is this the date of the meeting (not the document creation date)?
    --  It pops up a calendar, which gives you the opportunity to scroll to the time you want, one month per
click.  That's really too tedious to be useful.
    --  But it also allows you to type in the date in MM/DD/YYYY format.  (Do other formats work too?)
    --  It allows you to specify a date in the future, which wouldn't be useful.
 
    f.  Date End
    --  Is this the date of the meeting (not the creation date)?
    --  It pops up a calendar, which gives you the opportunity to scroll to the time you want, one month per
click.  That's really too tedious to be useful.
    --  But it also allows you to type in the date in MM/DD/YYYY format.  (Do other formats work too?)
 
    g.  Item Type -- There are 35 choices.
    --  Is this specified in the document itself?
 
    h.  Tracking Number
    --  What is this?
 
7.  The new way puts future meetings and archived meetings in different places.  The old way didn't.  I
like the old way better.
 
8.  The new way generally requires more clicks than the old way.  I like the old way better.
 
9.  If the search function could be expanded to include staff reports (and possibly other things), that would
be awesome.
 
Thanks.
 
 
Jeff
 
 
-------------------
Jeff Hoel
731 Colorado Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94303
-------------------
 
 



PS:
 
I tried some test cases and found the following problems:
 
* I searched for Text="fiber".  It thought a long time and then listed a bunch of hits (sorted by date)
  -- It didn't report how many hits.  I'd find that useful.
  -- The big box has a vertical scroll bar, and the browser window has another vertical scroll bar, which is
a nuisance.
 
* I searched for Title="fiber".  It found just one meeting (12/19/22).
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/city-council-
agendas-minutes/2022/20221219/20221219pccsm-amendedtime.pdf
OK, "fiber" appears in the title for Item 20.  But it also appears in the title of Item 6 of Council's 09-19-22
meeting,
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/city-council-
agendas-minutes/2022/20220919/20220919pccsm-amended-linked.pdf
and the search didn't find it.
 
* I searched for Text="microtrenching".  8 hits.  In the first hit (06-21-21), "microtrenching" occurred (3
times) in a staff report that was in the same document as the agenda.  In the 8th and last hit (08-21-17),
"microtrenching" occurred (once) in a staff report that was in the same document as as the agenda.  Why
was 12-19-22 not among the hits?
 
* I searched for Text="microtrenching fiber".  1 hit (12-19-22).  According to the LA example
https://lacity.primegov.com/Search/ItemSearch
the specification should mean "microtrenching OR fiber".  But it doesn't seem to mean that.
 
PPS:
 
I searched for "primegov" (which was displayed at the bottom of the big box) and found the company that
makes the software.
https://www.primegov.com/
"OneMeeting, formerly known as PrimeGov, ...."
https://www.primegov.com/company/
 
I also found an example that uses this software::
https://santafe.primegov.com/public/portal
Note that in this example, the useful screen width is much larger.  So
* It displays all document type choices, rather than using the three-dots symbol to pop up a menu of
choices.
* It displays all years, rather than potentially having to scroll horizontally to the right year.
 
Here's another example:
https://lacity.primegov.com/Search/ItemSearch
Note:
* It says, "Please be advised that this portal is not officially live. To access current council file information
please visit:  https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/ "
* There's a lower-case-i-in-a-circle icon that says:
    Typing multiple terms in the search will run a search based on the "OR" operator, returning results that
contain any one of the terms:
    OR can also be combined for use with terms: (term1) OR (term2), returning results that contain any of
the terms entered
    AND specifies AND operation: (term1) AND (term2), returning results that contain both terms provided
    " creates phrases of terms: "term1 term2 ... "
    * denotes a wildcard of any number of characters and can be placed anywhere in the search term:
min*e will return minnie, minimize etc.
* Also, clicking on "Search Tips" provides more detailed information.
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I searched for Text="fiber".  It said (among other things) "showing 1 to 20 of 1530 results."
 



From: Allan Seid
To: Channing House Bulletin Board; CHOpinion CHOpinion
Subject: CHINESE NEW YEAR: NOW A CALIFORNIA STATE HOLIDAY
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 11:56:20 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

KUDOS to ASSEMBLYMAN KEVIN LOW who proposed legislation to make CHINESE
LUNAR NEW YEAR A CALIFORNIA STATE HOLIDAY AND GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM 
who signed the legislation into law on JANUARY 19, 2023.

Allan Seid
Subject: Chinese Lunar New Year- A California State Holiday
Source: Assemblyman Low's Office
Date:1/19/23
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From: Charlie Weidanz
To: Council, City
Subject: Discover Love at Town & Country Village | Palo Alto Chamber
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 11:01:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Discover Love, Town & Country Village - More than 50 Shops, Restaurants, & Services

The first 50 to RSVP will be entered to win a $100 gift card to the Town & Country Village
merchant of your choice.*

Fall in love with Town & Country Village just in time for Valentine’s Day. Mix & mingle
through our delightful shopping center packed with specialty shops and delectable eateries.
Guests will receive a map of participating retailers for refreshments, prizes, gifts, activities,
special discounts & more! Visit participating retailers for chances to win fantastic prizes.

In partnership with the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, Silicon Valley Concierge
Association, and The San Francisco Peninsula, you are invited to experience Town & Country
Village to Discover Love for all your shopping needs and dining pleasures.

Date:
Thursday, February 9, 2023
4:30 PM – 6:30 PM PST

Location:
Town & Country Village
855 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94301

When you arrive, check in at the guest services area near Kara’s Cupcakes to receive a map of
participating merchants.

By invitation only, RSVP today!

*Winner will be chosen at random from 6:30pm-6:45pm. Must be present to win.
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This email was sent on behalf of Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce 355 Alma St Palo Alto, CA 94301.To unsubscribe click
here. If you have questions or comments concerning this email or services in general, please contact us by email at
info@paloaltochamber.com.
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From: Loran Harding
To: Loran Harding; alumnipresident@stanford.edu; antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov; David Balakian; boardmembers;

bballpod; bearwithme1016@att.net; beachrides; fred beyerlein; Cathy Lewis; Council, City; Chris Field; Doug
Vagim; dallen1212@gmail.com; Dan Richard; Daniel Zack; david pomaville; eappel@stanford.edu; Scott
Wilkinson; Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov; George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu; huidentalsanmateo; hennessy; Irv
Weissman; Sally Thiessen; Joel Stiner; jerry ruopoli; kfsndesk; karkazianjewelers@gmail.com; Leodies Buchanan;
leager; Mark Standriff; Mayor; margaret-sasaki@live.com; merazroofinginc@att.net; newsdesk;
news@fresnobee.com; nick yovino; russ@topperjewelers.com; Steve Wayte; tsheehan; terry;
vallesR1969@att.net

Subject: Fwd: Items on KCBS-SF today, 1-18-23
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 10:17:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

     Thursday, January 19, 2023   10:15 PM  PT.

        CORRECTION TO THE EMAIL BELOW.  I say a couple of times in there that we can
expect 16 feet of sea level rise by 2100 unless we rein in GHG emissions.  The correct figure
is 6 feet. Six feet of sea level rise this century.  See "The Earth Under Water" on YouTube for
the correct figures. I believe it is then 16 ADDITIONAL  feet in the century after 2100 unless
GHG emissions are vastly reduced.

     And what will a mere six feet of sea level rise do this century? Millions trampled, drowned
and starved.

    See at the bottom of the email below for a discussion by me of the need to now abandon any
idea of putting humans on Mars by 2035, at a cost of several trillion dollars. We should re-
direct that money to commercializing fusion. We now need a huge national effort to do that.
Biden should announce that in his State of the Union address.  In fact, we should now have a
global effort in that regard involving the US, the EU, China, Russia, Japan, all of the big
developed countries. We need a world-wide effort to commercialize fusion. Sea level rise will
be an equal opportunity flooder. If we can get fusion commercialized on a global basis and
thus get fossil fuel burning reduced by, say, 90% by 2100, we can avert a global catastrophe. It
would  be madness to spend vast amounts on a Mars shot when that money can save humanity
from the effects of  global warming.

      L. William Harding
     Fresno, Ca.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Thu, Jan 19, 2023 at 4:01 PM
Subject: Fwd: Items on KCBS-SF today, 1-18-23
To: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>, <alumnipresident@stanford.edu>,
<antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov>, David Balakian <davidbalakian@sbcglobal.net>,
boardmembers <boardmembers@hsr.ca.gov>, bballpod <bballpod@aol.com>,
<bearwithme1016@att.net>, beachrides <beachrides@sbcglobal.net>, fred beyerlein
<fmbeyerlein@sbcglobal.net>, Leodies Buchanan <leodiesbuchanan@yahoo.com>, Cathy
Lewis <catllewis@gmail.com>, city.council <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>, Chris Field
<cfield@ciw.edu>, Doug Vagim <dvagim@gmail.com>, <dallen1212@gmail.com>, Dan
Richard <danrichard@mac.com>, Daniel Zack <daniel.zack@fresno.gov>, david pomaville
<pomaville165@sbcglobal.net>, <eappel@stanford.edu>, Scott Wilkinson
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<grinellelake@yahoo.com>, <Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov>,
<George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu>, huidentalsanmateo <huidentalsanmateo@gmail.com>,
hennessy <hennessy@stanford.edu>, Irv Weissman <irv@stanford.edu>, Sally Thiessen
<sally.thiessen.jb7t@statefarm.com>, Joel Stiner <jastiner@gmail.com>, jerry ruopoli
<jrwiseguy7@gmail.com>, kfsndesk <kfsndesk@abc.com>,
<karkazianjewelers@gmail.com>, leager <leager@fresnoedc.com>, Mark Standriff
<mark.standriff@fresno.gov>, Mayor <mayor@fresno.gov>, <margaret-sasaki@live.com>,
<merazroofinginc@att.net>, newsdesk <newsdesk@ksee.com>, <news@fresnobee.com>,
nick yovino <npyovino@gmail.com>, <russ@topperjewelers.com>, Steve Wayte
<steve4liberty@gmail.com>, tsheehan <tsheehan@fresnobee.com>, terry
<terry@terrynagel.com>, <vallesR1969@att.net>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Thu, Jan 19, 2023 at 3:15 PM
Subject: Fwd: Items on KCBS-SF today, 1-18-23
To: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>

    Thursday, January 19, 2023

           To all-

    A clinical professor of Medicine at UC Berkeley was interviewed on "Ask an Expert" at
KCBS yesterday, January 18, 2023.  Dr. John Schwartzberg.    Here it is. Scroll down here to
find it. There is a BS ad at the beginning of this. Slide the slider forward to avoid it. ~12
minutes of Schwartzberg. Well worth hearing.

       Chairman of the Federal Reserve tests positive for COVID (audacy.com)

     Some high points of his discussion:    

           This new variant of Sars Corona Virus 2 is extremely transmissible, as bad as
measles.  Your chance of contracting it is very high.

     If you are fully vaccinated, infection with this will not put you in hospital, ICU and dead. 
You can get sick short of all that though.

     Even a mild case of Covid, whether severe, serous, mild or even asymtomatic,  can
produce long covid.  News to me.  

     The virus is going to be with us for years.  There is only a remote chance that it will mutate
into a very benign form.

     If you are 60 or over and/or with comorbidities at any age, you are at increased risk. Indoor
gatherings?  Mask up!   A big crowded basketball game with everybody yelling? Very good
chance of getting infected there. There are bound to be people in there who are infected.
Mask up or don't go at all. I won't be.
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     From other news, I gather that we will all need another booster about six months after the
bivalent one we got around October, 2022.  So April, 2023 it should be in the news that the
newest booster is available. 

     This new current variant is more transmissible than previous ones. Mask up, avoid
crowds, esp. indoors, wash hands often, keep getting vaccinated. 

     New topic:

     KCBS interviewed a big gun climate scientist at UC Santa Cruz. Greenland ice sheet has
enough water as ice to raise sea levels 22 feet, and it is melting. That will take time. A lot of
time. But there has been a surge in the temperature there lately. German researchers drilled
into the Greenland ice sheet and found the highest temperatures there in 1,000 years. 

     Greenland Ice Sheet Warmest In At Least 1,000 Years As Scientists Warn Melting Ice Will
Accelerate Sea-Level Rise (forbes.com)

      "The Earth Under Water"   see on YouTube, said 16 feet of sea level rise by 2100.  That
will kill millions of people. Trampled, starved, drowned. One program said SF Bay will rise
by 40 inches by 2050.   LH- Should say 6 feet of sea level rise by 2100.

     Some sea level rise is one thing, but a big storm in conjunction with that produces high
water, flooding, he said from UC Santa Cruz.

     BTW, re fusion and the success with it at Lawrence Livermore, getting that
commercialized is going to be a long slog. Biden said "10 years" and one researcher thought
that was preposterous. Sea levels will rise 16 feet by 2100, (LH Should say 6 feet)  and that
will cause havoc, but if we could get wide spread fusion going by then, it could stave off
worse disasters.We are on track to spend three or four trillion dollars to put three couples on
Mars for 500 nights. That program should be cancelled and the money put on fusion. That
should be the focus now, not Mars. Whole new needed technologies will be developed, and
cadres of scientists trained, if we focus that money on fusion. Even if we do that, I suspect it
will be 2100 before most of our e- can be coming from fusion. That will be soon enough to
avert the worst catastrophe, a 230-foot rise in sea level on an ice-free planet. 

     Congress and the WH should now forget Mars and put the money on fusion. Getting fusion
commercialized should be a very high national priority. Until we get that, spending money on
Mars is just immoral. Biden should announce in his State of the Union that NASA will now be
reined in substantially and any money earmarked for any Mars program will go instead to
getting fusion commercialized. Biden can show that his priorities are straight by announcing a
huge new national effort to get fusion commercialized. It should be a program at least on the
scale that the moon shot was. Many fold that scale, in fact. A National Fusion Research
Administration, NFRA, could be formed and funded. We face a global catastrophe and
commercialization of fusion can avert it. 

     L. William Harding
    Fresno, Ca.
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Michael Gennaco; Shikada, Ed; Reifschneider, James; Jeff Rosen; Sean Allen; Council, City; Julie

Lythcott-Haims; Winter Dellenbach; Rebecca Eisenberg; Josh Becker;
Assemblymember.Berman@assembly.ca.gov; Joe Simitian; Jethroe Moore; Shana Segal; Angie Evans; Council,
City; GRP-City Council; citycouncil@mountainview.gov

Subject: Steph Curry Makes NBA History With Insane Half-Court Shot
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 6:51:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.si.com/nba/warriors/news/steph-curry-makes-nba-history-with-insane-half-court-shot
Steph Curry Makes NBA History With Insane Half-Court Shot

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Sean Allen; Perron, Zachary; Binder, Andrew; Gennady Sheyner; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Jeff

Rosen; Council, City; Rebecca Eisenberg; Joe Simitian; Shikada, Ed; Winter Dellenbach; Josh Becker; Jay
Boyarsky; chuck jagoda; Wagner, April; ladoris cordell; Reifschneider, James; Michael Gennaco; Foley, Michael;
Shana Segal; Angie Evans

Subject: End police traffic stops for minor violations
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 6:19:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-01-17/taser-death-reignites-debate-over-lapd-
role-in-traffic-enforcement

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Peter Mueller
To: Council, City
Subject: E bike tunes
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 5:58:26 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from pklausm@mac.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear city council
Please do NOT pass a blanket rule re use of e-bikes on city bike trails.
Please refer the issue to the cities biking committee to draft recommendations.
There are basically 3 classes of e-bikes. Those w 250 watt pedal assist types should definitely be allowed. They are
basically no more risky than the large variety of other bikes which some riders drive at high speeds.
I hope you will table this matter until it has been thoroughly reviewed and received inputs from our community.
Thanks much
Peter K Mueller
3801 Magnolia Drive
Palo Alto CA 94306
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From: Tran, Joanna
To: Council, City; Audrey Ke
Cc: Executive Leadership Team; City Clerk"s Office; Anderson, Daren; North, Karin; Engelage, Samantha
Subject: Council Consent Questions: Items 4, 7, and 11
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 5:20:55 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png
image004.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
image009.png

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers,
 
On behalf of City Manager Ed Shikada, please view the following links below for the amended
agenda and staff responses to questions from Councilmembers Lythcott-Haims, Tanaka, and
Veenker for Monday night’s Council Meeting:

January 23 Amended Agenda
Staff response to Items 4, 7, and 11

 
Thank you,
Joanna
 

Joanna Tran
Executive Assistant to the City Manager
Office of the City Manager
(650) 329-2105 | joanna.tran@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Aram James
To: Josh Becker; Assemblymember.Berman@assembly.ca.gov; Council, City; Binder, Andrew; Barberini, Christopher;

Shikada, Ed; Jeff Rosen; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; GRP-City Council; chuck jagoda; Tannock, Julie; Michael
Gennaco

Subject: Take weaponized police canines off the streets permanently
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 11:55:48 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://youtu.be/Txf-ncYm7cU

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Sean Allen; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-Haims; Jeff Rosen; Shikada, Ed; Winter Dellenbach;

Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; Council, City; Bains, Paul; peaceandjusticecenter@gmail.com; Tannock, Julie;
Figueroa, Eric; Foley, Michael; Michael Gennaco; nick.enberg@cityofpoalto.org; Angie Evans; Shana Segal; Vara
Ramakrishnan; Greer Stone; Jay Boyarsky; chuck jagoda; Wagner, April; ladoris cordell; Reifschneider, James

Subject: Police Killed Nearly 100 People a Month in 2022, Data Shows - Truthout
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 12:11:37 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://truthout.org/articles/police-killed-nearly-100-people-a-month-in-2022-data-shows/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:moore2j@att.net
mailto:julieforpaloalto@gmail.com
mailto:jrosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:becker.josh@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=189b7681daef4b0bbcc2c38b522941bb-PaulBains
mailto:peaceandjusticecenter@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.Tannock@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Eric.Figueroa@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Michael.Foley@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com
mailto:nick.enberg@cityofpoalto.org
mailto:angiebevans@gmail.com
mailto:voteshanasegal@gmail.com
mailto:vara@acm.org
mailto:vara@acm.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:april.wagner@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:ladoris@judgecordell.com
mailto:James.Reifschneider@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://truthout.org/articles/police-killed-nearly-100-people-a-month-in-2022-data-shows/


From: Aram James
To: Tannock, Julie; Binder, Andrew; Foley, Michael; Sean Allen; Figueroa, Eric; nick.enberg@cityofpoalto.org;

Shikada, Ed; Jeff Rosen; Stump, Molly; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; cromero@cityofepa.org;
Lee, Craig; Jethroe Moore; Reifschneider, James; Bains, Paul; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; Jay
Boyarsky; Wagner, April; Rebecca Eisenberg; chuck jagoda; ladoris cordell; Human Relations Commission

Subject: Racist police system attempts to demonize Keenan Anderson who died from LAPD torturing him to death on
January 3, 2023

Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 9:33:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://theintercept.com/2023/01/17/keenan-anderson-toxicology-lapd/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Sean Allen; Binder, Andrew; Reifschneider, James; Wagner, April; Shikada, Ed; Jethroe Moore; Julie Lythcott-

Haims; Rebecca Eisenberg; Winter Dellenbach; Jeff Rosen; Council, City; Josh Becker; Joe Simitian; Cindy
Chavez; Javier Ortega; Supervisor Susan Ellenberg; Cindy Chavez; Jay Boyarsky; chuck jagoda; ladoris cordell;
Human Relations Commission; Enberg, Nicholas; Ed Lauing; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Pat Burt; Greg Tanaka;
Perron, Zachary; Shana Segal; Tony Dixon

Subject: Racist police system attempts to demonizes Keenan Anderson who died from LAPD torturing him to death on
January 3, 2023

Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 9:24:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


https://theintercept.com/2023/01/17/keenan-anderson-toxicology-lapd/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Loran Harding
To: Loran Harding; alumnipresident@stanford.edu; antonia.tinoco@hsr.ca.gov; David Balakian; boardmembers;

bballpod; beachrides; bearwithme1016@att.net; fred beyerlein; Cathy Lewis; Council, City; Chris Field; Doug
Vagim; dallen1212@gmail.com; Dan Richard; Daniel Zack; david pomaville; eappel@stanford.edu; Scott
Wilkinson; Gabriel.Ramirez@fresno.gov; George.Rutherford@ucsf.edu; huidentalsanmateo; hennessy; Irv
Weissman; Sally Thiessen; Joel Stiner; jerry ruopoli; kfsndesk; karkazianjewelers@gmail.com; Leodies Buchanan;
leager; Mark Standriff; Mayor; margaret-sasaki@live.com; merazroofinginc@att.net; newsdesk;
news@fresnobee.com; nick yovino; russ@topperjewelers.com; Steve Wayte; tsheehan; terry;
vallesR1969@att.net

Subject: Fwd: "Good" LA Times article re future floods
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 5:21:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 18, 2023 at 2:48 PM
Subject: Fwd: "Good" LA Times article re future floods
To: Loran Harding <loran.harding@stanfordalumni.org>

      Wednesday, January 18, 2023

     To all-

        Think we've had floods in California in the past 2 1/2 weeks? Read this, if it will open for
you without subscribing. I just read the whole thing. This is more important, mas importante,
wichtiger, than you might think at first glance. This is generated by big-gun experts re what
will happen to California over coming years if we do not spend big money to prepare. Read
this- it will stick in your mind. 

      California faces monumental dangers in future floods - Los Angeles Times (latimes.com)  

     Thanks to the LA Times for letting this be read without subscribing. 

      They don't mention him, but Noah Diffenbaugh at Stanford said 10 years ago that by 2070,
nearly all precip. in the high Sierras will fall as rain instead of snow. Use your imaginations as
to what that will mean for the Sacto and S.J. Valleys in terms of floods. That's an eternity
away, so why worry? Well, it's as far from here as 1976 is back in time. 1976+47 years= 2023.
Surely my math is wrong. If it is correct, we have to make major changes starting right away.

     Hope this opens. It is longish and well worth reading!!

     And, of course, the 2070 scenario won't just pop up suddenly in that year. We'll ramp up to
it and the ramping is going to be ugly. 

     Here is the 298 pp. Central Valley Flood Protection Plan mentioned in the article: It looks
like they're serious this time:
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          Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (ca.gov)

     LH- and then in view of thise huge expenditures coming up, we, the US, keep spending,
just in this year, $856 billion to provide a free military defense for all of Europe, Japan, S.
Korea, Australia, N. Zealand, all of Latin America, Africa and Asia. BTW, all of this money
spent in California preparing for floods will have to be duplicated in many places across the
US. 

     One tiny additional observation. Every few days Biden announces another $5 or 10 billion
of aid to Ukarine. I can only assume that the other developed countries, such as France,
Germany, Italy, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Japan, S. Korea, Australia, N.
Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Israel, Greece, are all chipping in their share by
sending billions to the WH to re-imburse us for this outlay. It just cannot be that the American
people are bearing this multi-billion dollar cost alone. That would be unthinkable.  Biden
should issue a report every month showing these contributions from the other developed
countries coming into the WH to re-imburse us for what we are giving to Ukraine. It would be
immoral not to give these countries full credit for their contributions to the effort in Ukaine.
Let's have an accounting, Mr. President. 

   L. William Harding
  Fresno, Ca

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Flood-Management/Flood-Planning-and-Studies/Central-Valley-Flood-Protection-Plan


From: Eric Nordman
To: Council, City
Subject: Unsafe double roundabout letter for new council members
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 12:12:15 PM
Attachments: 20221201_Letter to city council, unsafe double roundabout..pdf

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from eric.nordman12@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To new council members:
I sent the attached letter to council members last December.  The letter
is being sent again for the benefit of the new members.
Sincerely,
Eric Nordman

mailto:eric.nordman12@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Draft Letter to City Council, Rail Crossing 
December 1, 2022 


Eric Nordman 


 


Dear Palo Alto City Council members: 


 


I am writing about a significant hazard with the multi-lane roundabout associated with 


the Underpass Option for the Charleston rail crossing that appears to have been 


ignored.   


 


The standard operation of a multi-lane roundabout is illustrated in the diagram below, 


which is from the 2020 California Drivers 


Handbook.   


 


The reason for having a roundabout on 


Charleston is to allow vehicles from Alma 


wanting to go west to first go east and then 


make a U-turn. 


 


I was unfamiliar with how multi-lane 


roundabouts operated so I looked online. I 


found a 6-minute video created by the 


Minnesota Local Road Research Board: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEhNboz5GPk 


 


In standard roundabout operation, in order to 


make a U-turn the driver should be in the left 


lane when entering the roundabout.  


However, on eastbound Charleston, this lane 


is the right lane.  The right lane vehicle path 


and left lane vehicle path now intersect (see 


image at right). 


 


In the video, you will see that cars typically 


enter a multi-lane roundabout from both lanes 


simultaneously into their appropriate lane in 


the roundabout.  Crashes seem inevitable 


with the current Underpass Option design, 


and given that the design doesn’t follow 


standard practices, the city might be held 


liable. 


 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEhNboz5GPk
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On Aug 3, 2022 as a member of PABAC, I sent in comments that included the above 


problem.   


I suggested a solution:  Have both lanes merge first and then have a one-lane 


roundabout.  They responded that the traffic volumes required a two-lane roundabout.  


This may be true, but the response didn’t address the hazard, and I have seen no 


change in design.  


 


They also replied:  “A traffic analysis and geometric refinement of the roundabout might 
be required in the next phase.”  This issue seems to be more than a geometric 
refinement. 
 


From the video: 


"Once you have entered the roundabout stay in your lane.  Do not switch lanes or 


pass other vehicles. Passing vehicles or switching lanes is unsafe." 


 


In theory, one could move the two-lane roundabout a few blocks east to allow time for 


people to get in the correct lane.  While this could work, it would make an awkward 


design even more awkward. 


 


I do not think it is acceptable to continue with a design approach that is unsafe. 


 


Why is the Underpass Option being pursued? 


I do not understand why the Underpass Option is being considered over the Hybrid 


Option for East Meadow and Charleston.  The estimated cost is almost twice as much 


($380M vs $210M), yet the design seems inferior based on the council criteria. The 


matrix summary chart showed only 4/20 items where the Underpass Option was better, 


versus 5/20 where the Hybrid Option was better.    


 


While the Hybrid Option has no property acquisition, the Underpass Option requires full 


acquisition of 4 houses, one 14-unit apartment complex and partial acquisition from ~30 


houses.  The cost and logistical challenges of this seem significant. 


 


While pedestrians and cyclists are separated from traffic in the Underpass Option, 


bicyclists would have to cross busy streets twice in one direction.  Most commuters and 


high school students will find this less safe and inconvenient, and would choose to ride 


with vehicle traffic under the underpass. 


 


In the Underpass Option, “an optional 6-foot high noise barrier near the tracks and on 


the overpass structure could significantly reduce wheel/rail and propulsion noise.”  In 


the Hybrid Option this noise barrier is included, not merely optional. 


 


The one issue where the Hybrid Option is rated significantly worse than the Underpass 


Option is in minimizing visual changes.  I gather people adjacent to the tracks object to 
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people on trains looking into their home and yards.  I can understand this.  The 2-story 


house behind us can look over the 7-foot tall fence directly into our master bedroom.  


We have curtains to address our problem.  Adding landscaping along the railroad track 


could also address this objection from home owners and renters. 


 


Please do what is necessary to prevent an unsafe design from being continued. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


Eric Nordman 
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From: Janie Newell
To: Council, City
Subject: Permit 23APP-00007
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 11:00:09 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from ljnewell800@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Why does it take so long?
Permit application attempted to be submitted to repair water damage to my home which occurred in early December
but due to city shutting down for a week it wasn’t accepted until 1/3. Then closed again for holiday this week.  This
is not new construction. Permit was approved but not yet issued. Why so long?? Once it is issued an inspection
needs to be scheduled before repairs can be started. Another delay.
I have been displaced and a senior citizen with limited resources and the city is holding things up.
How can I get things moving so I can go home? My calls have not been returned.
Thank you
Janie Newell
813 909 3380 cell
(This is a below market housing unit and calls and e-mail to them also not responded)

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ljnewell800@gmail.com
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From: Edward Treble
To: Council, City
Subject: Insensitive Term of "Gypsy": Palo Alto Daily "New mayor has a long "to do" list — helping La Comida, boosting

small shopping areas, increasing code enforcement"
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 8:56:13 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from etreble@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Staff,

I was saddened by use of the insensitive term of “gypsy” in the Palo Alto Daily article “New mayor
has a long ‘to do’ list — helping La Comida, boosting small shopping areas, increasing code
enforcement” by Mayor Kou. She could have used Romani or dropped any reference altogether.
 
Warm regards,
Edward
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