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Herb Borock
P. O. Box 632
Palo Alto, CA 94302

December 17, 2022

Palo Alto City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

DECEMBER 19, 2022 CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AGENDA ITEM #21
COUNCIL PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOLS HANDBOOK

Dear City Council:

I believe you should continue this entire item until next year
so that the three newly elected Council Members can decide on
this subject instead of the three Council Members who will be
attending their last meeting.

I don't believe you should delete 6.2 on Packet Page 440.  The
current values of many people in Palo Alto are to ignore
experience, but in politics as in other places experience
matters, especially in a city where the City Manager habitually
sends you information on matters the public is entitled to see
while the City Manager tells you to keep the information
secret.

In parliamentary practice the practice of raising a question of
personal privilege about what somebody else said is restricted
to what a member of the body said at the same meeting. 
Therefore you should make the following changes as indicated.

On Packet Pages 379 and 440 item (4) add the indicated
language: "... where the Council Member's integrity, character
or motives are questioned by another Council Member at the
meeting or when the welfare ..."

In the table on Packet Pages 380 and 431 under "Raise a
questions of privilege" add the indicated language: "welfare or
cases where a member's personal integrity, character, or
motives are questioned by another member at the meeting."

The Ralph M. Brown Act protects the rights of the public to
criticize public officials.  Including language in your
procedures and protocols that gives the criticized official the
last word creates a chilling effect on speech and should not
remain unless amended as shown above.

Thank you for you consideration of these comments.
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Sincerely,

Herb Borock


