
From: Jeffrey Hook
To: Council, City
Subject: SAY NO NO NO to the Creekside property at 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Monday, October 17, 2022 11:31:48 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tribaljeff51@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable councilmembers,

We have got to learn how to frame policy from an ecological perspective.  In the long run, no
other framework has integrity, and any policy we make in the business-as-usual framework
will cause great suffering and pain in the future, both to ourselves and to those who follow.

Natural areas need expansion and protection.  Residents need open space.  These are
fundamental tenets of healthy society.  It's time to stand up for these principles rather than
caving to narrow interests and a system of profit accounting that is fundamentally flawed
because it does not value nature nor externalized costs.

There needs to be a strong call by all the council for a moratorium on all further building, and
a budget allocated to teach city staff, especially those in the building and legal departments, 
ecological, biophysical accounting.  Bolnas did it decades ago when they stopped a big
highway expansion.  Others prevented Edgewood park from becoming a golf course with
housing.  Others stopped Highway 84 becoming an expressway to the ocean.  We are all
grateful for these people who stood on principle and stopped environmental destruction that
profited only a few.

I want the preamble to every decision regarding building or zoning to explicitly state the
imbalance humans have at present.  We are far too numerous and consume far too many
resources per capita.  We have an overall vision for the next 100 years of a significantly
reduced Earth population and a plan for achieving a reduction of people and artifact in Palo
Alto, as well as increasing biodiversity, restoring natural creek beds, and increasing open
space per capita.

Whatever happened to the Valley of the Heart's Delight - a time before Silicon Valley when
Middlefield was lined with apricots on the south and pears on the north?

We have to stop denying reality, the sooner the better.

The city's staff already knows that the proposal doesn't meet the stipulations of the
Planned Housing Zone the applicant is applying under so that, to us, should be a non-
starter right there.
Over 350 housing units are proposed without any parkland or open space, providing
no outside recreation area for these families to play and to relax.
The proposal exceeds the height allowed in any zone.
The project will be built close to the property lines abutting the single-family
neighborhoods at the back of the property and along Matadero Avenue, without the
usual 50 or 150 foot setbacks required for the height proposed. This unprecedented
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code-flouting height ignores privacy, set-back and daylight plane rules.
The Matadero Creek runs through this property, yet no environmental report or
provision is proposed
There is a known toxic plume below the site which makes constructing underground
parking problematic. What the plume is breached and that in turn affects our creek.
Please consider that the development at 3225 ECR, the old Foot Locker property,
breached the plume. All construction has stopped until this public health issue is
resolved.

Jeffrey Hook
381 Oxford Ave.
Palo Alto



From: slevy@ccsce.com
To: Council, City
Cc: Lait, Jonathan; Wong, Tim
Subject: 3400 ECR prescreen
Date: Sunday, October 16, 2022 10:31:03 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Council members,

The 3400 ECR prescreen study session represents an important opportunity to continue
moving forward to meet our housing needs and goals.

I understand that, unlike the last 3 prescreen hearings, there is organized opposition to this
proposal. Nevertheless, I believe there are compelling reasons to continue council's positive
responses (thanks you) provided at the 3 recent proposal prescreens.

As the Merc and others have reported, HCD for evidence that sites are feasible. From the
10/9 Merc article "The agency told San Francisco, Oakland, Sunnyvale, Mountain View,
Redwood City, Antioch and others to rewrite their drafts to provide proof the sites identified
for future homes have a realistic chance of development, and to offer the possibility of
rezoning certain neighborhoods for denser housing, among various other instructions."

Council's innovative PHZ initiative is now bringing forth proposals (actual proof) and the
PHZ initiative gives council wide latitude to negotiate and adjust development standards to
approve applications.

So in my mind now the goal is to get actual applications so further analysis can begin. The
whole point of the PHZ is to encourage applications for new housing.

The 3400 ECR proposal brings a large number of new units including 76 BMR units. It has
good access to jobs, shopping, services, amenities and transit. It is in a central location on
a street designated for more housing.

Please encourage the proposal team to bring forth an application so concerns can be
addressed.

These 4 proposals could bring 500 new units including more than 100 BMR units and offer
proof that the City has a working tool to encourage new housing.

Stephen Levy
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From: Elizabeth Schwerer
To: Council, City
Subject: item #2 on the 10/17 agenda: proposed development at 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2022 9:11:12 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from liz.schwerer@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council members:

Please reject the proposed development of the Creekside Inn property.   I am
concerned about the issues raised by the Palo Alto Neighborhoods group and agree
with them that any upzoning should be reserved for below-market-rate housing.   The
impacts of this proposed project on its neighbors and on the local ecology seem severe
and unnecessary.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Schwerer
343 Oxford Avenue
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From: dedra hauser
To: Council, City
Subject: study session for 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 4:44:00 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dedra@pacbell.net. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council members,

I am not familiar in great detail with the housing and retail proposal for 3400 El Camino Real. But I know
enough to urge that you only devote your time and energies to projects that will include  at least 20
percent of affordable housing for the teachers, police officers, fire fighters and service workers we rely on
every day. The true crisis in housing in Palo Alto is for these essential workers, most of whom do not earn
80 percent to 120 percent of the average local income. Compromises on height, set backs, density and
parking are only worth the sacrifice if a development meets this need. Make clear these expectations and
find ways to make it happen. Yes I want this in my back yard, but not just more high cost housing for the
wealthy.

Thank you!

Dedra Hauser
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From: Joanne Koltnow
To: Council, City
Cc: rebsanders@gmail.com; Magic
Subject: 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 3:19:28 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from joanne.koltnow@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council members--
As a resident of Evergreen Park, I'm writing to support the concerns Palo
Alto Neighborhoods raised about the proposed development at the
Creekside Inn site. As PAN, and the Barron Park Neighborhood Association
point out, the proposed project is inappropriate for the site for many
reasons, including its size, height, lack of open space, and environmental
risk.

Please reserve upzoning considerations for developers who propose 100
percent affordable housing.

--Joanne Koltnow
317 Leland Avenue
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From: Amie Ashton
To: Council, City
Subject: SUPPORT for 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 2:29:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable City Council,

Our neighborhood schools are suffering from continued declining enrollment and painful
closures are forthcoming.

We have traffic, air and noise pollution, and GHG emissions from the thousands who
commute to Palo Alto given our abysmal 3:1 jobs-housing ratio.

Hundreds of local workers live in their cars/RVs, not to mention those who simply live on the
street.

Palo Alto seniors cannot move out of their expensive-to-maintain single-family homes to
smaller units in walkable communities locally -- because there are so few of them.

The solution to all these problems is high-density HOUSING.

The proposal at 3400 El Camino Real should move forward. It is 0.5-mile to the restaurants
and businesses on California Avenue and the jobs in the Stanford Research park. It is one mile
to Caltrain and Stanford. This project represents the future: compact, walkable communities
near services, jobs, and transit built in areas without risk of wildfire harm or sea level rise.

There are no easy answers to our housing problems. Every project will have the same issues
and complaints. Hiding our heads in the sand will only result in state-mandates and loss of
local control. For these reasons, I strongly urge you to vote to allow 3400 El Camino Real
to proceed.

Sincerely,

Amie Ashton
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From: Rebecca Sanders
To: Council, City
Cc: Furman, Sheri
Subject: Re: Agenda Item #2, City Council Meeting, October 17 – 3400 El Camino Real
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 9:55:59 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members:
 
Palo Alto Neighborhoods voted at its September meeting to support the Barron Park
Neighborhood Association's position about the proposed redevelopment of the Creekside
property at 3400 El Camino Real as outlined in the Association's letter to Council of
September 7.
 
We'd like to highlight a few of PAN's concerns:
 

The city's staff already knows that the proposal doesn't meet the stipulations of the
Planned Housing Zone the applicant is applying under so that, to us, should be a non-
starter right there.
Over 350 housing units are proposed without any parkland or open space, providing no
outside recreation area for these families to play and to relax.
The proposal exceeds the height allowed in any zone.
The project will be built close to the property lines abutting the single-family
neighborhoods at the back of the property and along Matadero Avenue, without the
usual 50 or 150 foot setbacks required for the height proposed. This unprecedented
code-flouting height ignores privacy, set-back and daylight plane rules.
The Matadero Creek runs through this property, yet no environmental report or
provision is proposed
There is a known toxic plume below the site which makes constructing underground
parking problematic. What the plume is breached and that in turn affects our creek.
Please consider that the development at 3225 ECR, the old Foot Locker property,
breached the plume. All construction has stopped until this public health issue is
resolved.

The proposal essentially asks residents and the City to underwrite a private developer's
massive project of mostly market-rate housing.  Instead, we should be reserving upzoning for
applicants who propose 100% below-market-rate housing to ensure they win the bidding wars
for redevelopable land.

When an applicant thumbs its nose at our zoning laws, we only encourage even more
outlandish proposals such as this, creating much unnecessary work for staff, Council, Boards
and Commissions. 
 
Please send a clear message to the applicant by asking them to go back to the drawing board
and return with a PHZ that actually meets the PHZ stipulations.

Thank you.
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Sheri Furman
Becky Sanders
Co-Chairs
Palo Alto Neighborhoods
 



From: slevy@ccsce.com
To: Council, City
Cc: Lait, Jonathan; Wong, Tim
Subject: Palo Alto Forward letter on 3400 ECR prescreen
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 9:26:38 AM
Attachments: 3400 ECR prescreen letter.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.
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October 13, 2022 


Dear Mayor Burt and Council members, 
 
Palo Alto Forward applauds council’s decision to develop the Planned Housing Zone (PHZ) 
initiative. And we appreciate the positive feedback from 
 council at the three recent prescreens. 
 
We encourage the council to continue this positive approach with the October 17th prescreen 
for the 3400 El Camino proposal. 
 
The 3400 El Camino proposal meets several Housing Element (HE) goals: 
 
–It will add nearly 400 housing units AND will provide 76 BMR units, more than the wonderful 
Wilton Court project now finally ready to open.   
–it is located on El Camino, already included in the HE as a major site for housing  
–It is located with good access to jobs, shopping, amenities, and transit 
–The proposal exceeds the required retail space allotment to provide space for the Driftwood 
market to remain if they wish 
 
If the council gives positive feedback and an application is submitted, there will be plenty of time 
throughout the EIR process to examine the potential presence and mitigations needed to 
address toxic contamination in the vicinity of the project.   
 
This is an exciting opportunity for Palo Alto. Please encourage the proposer to submit an 
application for review. 
 
 
Stephen Levy 
Treasurer 
On behalf of the Palo Alto Forward board 
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From: Risa Jensen
To: Council, City
Subject: Residence at Matadero Creek is aesthetically & environmentally scrupulous
Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 12:59:59 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from risa.jensen@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Palo Alto City Council,

I'm emailing in support of the Residence at Matadero Creek project. What a beautiful way to
build desperately-needed housing in Palo Alto. Here are a few things that make this project a
stellar choice for our community:

- The project is walking distance from transit options and schools.

- It would bring new customers on foot to Driftwood Market and other future retailers on the
property.

- It would include below-market-rate units, not only increasing our community's housing stock
but also desegregating it.

- I've heard that the project even proposes not only to leave much of the property's lush
landscaping intact but also to restore native plants to the creek that runs through the property,
enhancing the land not only for humans but for beloved native fauna!

- The developer goes above and beyond to meet Palo Alto's aesthetic goals while alleviating
the housing crisis. The tiered architecture, lush landscaping of the property, and  additional
trees will visually soften building.

I hope you will allow these homes to be built. From its location to its visual and environmental
conscientiousness, this project raises the bar for future housing in Palo Alto.

Sincerely,
Risa Jensen
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From: David Creemer
To: Council, City
Subject: Supporting the development of "The Residence at Matadero Creek"
Date: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 10:35:02 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dcreemer@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Members,

I’m writing to strongly support the proposed development of "The Residence at Matadero
Creek” as submitted.

Like many of my fellow letter-writers, I am a long-time homeowner in the Barron Park
neighborhood, have raised kids who attended our local schools, love the character of the area,
am concerned about traffic, etc etc.

But most importantly I have a bit of empathy for others.
I am not afraid of change, increased housing density, or more diversity in our community - in
fact I embrace it.

Build this project, and many more like it. Invite new residents into our town and schools, and
create affordable places for them to live. Yes, this might cause some uncertainty and
(heavens!) perhaps even some minor dips in our property values. I think we are strong enough
to persevere.

Regards,
— David Creemer
Barron Park
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