
From: Sam Gersten
To: Council, City
Subject: Public Comment - Anti-Displacement Programs
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 10:38:52 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sam.gersten@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Sam Gersten and I am a renter in the Midtown neighborhood. I have lived in Palo
Alto for the last year. I rent in Palo Alto because of the inclusive community and great access
to work.

I am writing today to strongly encourage you to support anti-displacement programs like the
latest Safe Parking Program site at First Congregational Church and the renter protections
included in the Housing Element's Programs. 

Anti-displacement efforts like these help renters like me stay. When rents across the Bay Area
keep rising and the median home price in Palo Alto is over $3,000,000, staying for most
families is beyond difficult. Almost half of your constituents are renters at risk of
displacement. That's a big problem.  

Please support us by approving the inclusion of renter protection in the Housing Element and
the Safe Parking site at First Congregational. 

Sincerely, 
Sam

-- 
Sam Gersten 
sam.gersten@gmail.com | 718-570-7661
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From: Aram James
To: Pat Burt; Planning Commission; Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Winter Dellenbach; Human Relations Commission;

Linda Jolley; chuck jagoda; Binder, Andrew; Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Lydia Kou; Cormack, Alison; Joe
Simitian; Greer Stone; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Greg Tanaka; Roberta Ahlquist;
wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com

Subject: From the archives of Aram James August 2013 ( past time to end homelessness in Palo Alto) article for city
council attention for item # 4 of the consent calendar-proposed safe parking program at the First Congregational
Church ( 1985 Louis Road)

Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:14:30 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________






https://www.mercurynews.com/2013/08/02/aram-james-car-dwelling-ban-would-demonize-the-homeless/amp/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rob Nielsen
To: Council, City
Subject: August 22 Council meeting, Item #4 — Neighbor in support of FCCPA’s Safe Parking Program application
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 7:46:48 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from crobertn@yahoo.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am a neighbor of First Congregational Church of Palo Alto (FCCPA) who lives on
Celia Drive and worships at St. Mark’s. We bought and moved into our house in 1998
and have lived there, as we do now, for 14 of the intervening years.

I am writing in support of FCCPA’s Safe Parking permit application, which is Item #4
on the consent agenda of the August 22 council meeting.

City Council approved the Safe Parking Program in February 2020 by unanimous
vote. It is now one part of the city’s contribution to addressing our area’s
homelessness crisis. FCCPA has followed all of the program guidelines, and city staff
recommends that the permit be approved.

This program has been run successfully at Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto
and at Highway Community, where neither church has received any complaints from
neighbors or community members. FCCPA has set up its program in a way that
protects the safety of all nearby residents while at the same time respecting the
privacy and dignity of the people it will help.

Our community is rich in resources and is well able to help those in need. They are
our neighbors after all, send children to our schools, and have much to contribute to
our town. The least we can do is to allow churches to give them a safe place to sleep.

I urge you to help FCCPA move forward by approving this application at the August
22 council meeting.

Thank you.

 

Sincerely yours,

Rob Nielsen

mailto:crobertn@yahoo.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
sdutt
Example3



From: Cara Silver
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Program
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:08:24 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from carasilver1@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and City Council:

I write in strong support of First Congo's application to participate in the Safe Parking
Program. First Congo is close to my house and I pass by it daily. It's a perfect spot for a small,
well run safe parking program. This program is exceedingly well organized, has experience
working in our community and offers a full suite of resources to ensure neighborhood
compatibility.

I've volunteered for Hotel de Zink for years and know how impactful these types of programs
can be. Homelessness is increasing at an alarming rate and we should seize every opportunity
we have to address this issue. People living in cars are holding on by a thread and sometimes
all they need is a safe place to stay, a bit of stability and normalcy and a supportive
community. I am so grateful that First Congo is joining other religious organizations to fill this
need.

First Congo has ample space in its parking lot, particularly in the evenings.  The program is
well supervised and the location for the program has been thoughtfully designed to give
parkers privacy and safety. I frequently drive by the parked car dwellers on El Camino and
have never seen any type of disturbance or nuisance. The safe parking program at Unitarian
Universalist Church is hugely successful, as is Hotel de Zink.

I look forward to welcoming four new households to our neighborhood. I urge you to deny the
appeal and let the well-designed and supervised program begin.

Thanks,

Cara Silver
Amarillo Avenue
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View this email in your browser

From: npete
To: Council, City
Subject: Support Safe Parking at First Congregational
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:03:46 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from npetexyz@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Members

I urge you to support without delay Safe Parking at First Congregational Church. I am both a
member of the church and a long time Palo Alto homeowner. 

Our church leadership has work openly, respectfully, and diligently with our neighbors in
considering all aspects of Safe Parking. We clearly have a “Yes-able” plan. It is now time for
our community to help more vehicle dwellers be safe and ultimately transition to more stable
solutions. The four spaces designated in our church parking lot will help.

Thank you

Nancy Peterson
549 Ashton Ave
Palo Alto CA 94306 
npetexyz@gmail.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: First Congregational Church of Palo Alto <office@fccpa.org>
Date: August 19, 2022 at 1:44:48 PM PDT
To: Npetexyz@gmail.com
Subject: This week at FCCPA
Reply-To: First Congregational Church of Palo Alto <office@fccpa.org>
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This Week at FCCPA

WORSHIP

Join us for worship on Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
outdoors in our courtyard in person or on
Zoom at this link. We will have piano duets
from Joe Guthrie and Daniel Lockert and a
children's story from Todd Erickson. We will
hear reflections on the July service trip to
San Diego/Tijuana from our youth and adult

https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=06bb275753&e=faa09ab820


participants and Eileen Altman's sermon will
include reflections from the service trip
about God's call on us, through the prophet
Jeremiah, to respond to the needs of our
vulnerable neighbors with justice and
dignity.

Sunday Bulletin: Find the order of worship at this link.  

Worship Recordings: You can watch recordings of previous worship
services here.

Ways to Give to the Church: Thank you for all the ways you continue
to support our church, through the mail, online, or by text! Learn more
on our Giving Page.

CONNECTING WITH FCCPA

Outdoor Worship in August: Throughout the month of August, our
Sunday morning worship services will be held outdoors in our
courtyard and on Zoom. Please feel free to dress comfortably and join
us under the trees.

Dog Days Refreshments: As a celebration of summer and our
outdoor worship, the Education Board will be serving cool beverages
and treats on August 21, both before and after worship. Please arrive
early or stay late for refreshments and fellowship in the courtyard!

Majesty of the Spiritual Concert:  Join a church group attending the
Majesty of the Spiritual concert at San Francisco’s Herbst Theatre
on Sunday, August 28th at 3 pm concert. Among other artists, you will
see our own Daniel Lockert and baritone Robert Sims, who sang at
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our worship service on July 31. The church is chartering a bus, leaving
the church parking lot at 1:00 p.m. The cost for each person is $50
round trip, payable to the church office. Please email Karen Routt by
Wednesday, August 24 to reserve a seat on the bus. Order tickets for
the concert here. You can receive a 15% discount using the
code: CHURCHPA  (thanks to Daniel Lockert).

Art Adventures on Zoom: Dave Howell has been traveling this
summer, and he will be sharing about art from some amazing
destinations on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 on our regular worship
Zoom. (Just go to fccpa.org and click on "Join us Live Online"). We will
start on August 30 with Barcelona, Spain, followed by Madrid on
September 6, Ireland on September 13, and some wonderful
museums in the Northeastern United States on September 20. Join us
on Zoom Tuesday nights for some great art conversation!

Homecoming Sunday Events:
Join us on September 11 for a day filled with
joyful opportunities to connect with friends from
church and our wider community.

Join us for worship at 10:00 in our sanctuary
as we welcome back our Chancel Choir and
our youth program kicks off a new year
during Backyard Sunday School
After worship, the Education Board hosts a
potluck luncheon in the Courtyard, with a
bouncy slide on the front lawn
From noon-2:00, the Outreach Board hosts
in the first annual "FCCPA Serves" Day of
Service. Some of the projects are on-site at
the church and some are out in our
community.  Most of the volunteer
opportunities are from 12:00 - 2:00 pm. 

mailto:keroutt@aol.com
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Please use this link to scroll through the
sign-up sheet and find a project that calls to
you! 
Then at 3:00 pm, join us in the Courtyard for
“Songs from the Sixties” featuring Mike
Crager, Tyler Cobbett, Howard Look, and
Kurt Taylor. We often associate the 1960's
with rock 'n roll, but the decade was also
rich in contributions to the jazz, standards,
and Latin genres, from Michel Legrand to
John Coltrane and Chick Corea, and the
Brazilian bossa nova, Check it out! 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES

Backyard Sunday School: The
young and the young at heart
are invited to join us in the
Backyard this Sunday
(8/21) as we take a look at the
story of Esther (Esther 2:5-18;
3:1-6; 8:1-17). As we do most
Sundays, we'll act out this tale of
bravery and change. And we will
enjoy time to create, play, snack
and pray. Please join us for
some fun, faith and fellowship!

This past Sunday: What a fantastic day in the Backyard this past
Sunday! While Teacher Todd preached in worship, Pastor Dave led
Sunday School. With the help of Michele, Sam and our creative young
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people, he brought to life the Laborers in the Vineyard parable,
complete with threats of litigation from some of the laborers (during the
story play)! He also enjoyed praying, singing, snacking and decorating
bird houses with our fantastic Backyard community.

After worship, Todd led the annual Blessing of the Bikes and
Backpacks. During this all-ages event, he not only blessed bikes and
backpacks, but also bags, car keys, phones, jackets, water bottles and
even brains! Visitors to the Backyard also enjoyed take-homes, prayer
cards and treats. It was a lovely and meaningful way to celebrate the
beginning of the school year, remember that God is always with us
and also be deemed most worthy of His blessings! 

COVID Awareness: As we move into a fall season
with easily transmissible COVID variants, we strongly suggest that you
remain at home if you or your child(ren) are experiencing cold or cold-
like symptoms (or any other COVID-related symptoms, of course!). We
thank you in advance as we strive to keep the children in the Backyard
as healthy as possible!

Cherub Choir: The Cherubs will resume singing/playing weekly in
the Backyard on September 18! If your child is preK through 2nd
grade and loves to sing, dance and have fun, she might LOVE the
Cherub Choir, which is under the playful and creative direction of
Emily Bender. If you have questions about the 2022-2023 Cherubs,
contact Emily.
 
Children's and Youth Choirs: The Children's and Youth Choirs
will also resume on September 18 (times tba) and this year will
meet weekly in the Youth Room (next to the children's bathrooms
in the Backyard). Once again, the choirs will be under the
invaluable direction of Andrea Ward. For more information about either
of the 2022-2023 choirs, contact Andrea.
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Youth Groups: We hope our tween and teens have summers that are
filled with fun, good health and lots of connection. Both the Middle
School and High School Youth Groups will be back in the fall, starting
on September 11! To learn more or to be added to the email list,
contact Sam Putney.

Questions or thoughts about Children’s Ministries? Contact Todd
regarding Children and Family Ministries and Sam regarding Youth
Ministries.

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS

mailto:Sam@fccpa.org




The Bay Area Native Allies Project (BANAP) has a webpage on our
website. Check it out!
Opportunities to learn and act in solidarity with Bay Area Native
People:

Sign the Project Juristac Petition of the Amah Mutsun Ohlone
Peoples. The tribe is seeking up to 20,000 signatures to protect
their sacred lands from a new corporate rock mining endeavor. 
Shellmound Hike in the San Bruno Mountain Ecological Reserve.
Click here for directions for a self-paced and self-guided tour.

Our Immigrant Accompaniment Story: FCCPA Immigrant
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Accompaniment Team members have supported the Cáceres family
through its immigration journey from Honduras to the U.S. Find the
story here.

Need Fencing or Gardening Work Done? Our Honduran friends
have skills in building fences and gardening and would be eager to do
projects for you around the house, as soon as such work is again safe
for public health. Besides gardening and fencing, Rosman can also
paint, repair roofs and install irrigation. Contact Alan Stivers to put
yourself on the list for future projects. Please provide a description of
the job, your estimate of the number of hours needed and when you
would ideally like for the job to be done in your email.

SAFE PARKING ADVOCACY

You can read the latest Palo Alto Online article about our application
to participate in the Safe Parking program here.

On Monday, August 22, the consent calendar for the Palo Alto City
Council meeting will include our application for participation in the
Safe Parking Program. At our congregational meeting on April 24, we
voted to participate in this program. We received conditional approval
for our application on July 6, but an appeal has been filed. Anne
Campbell, Wes Chow, and Eileen Altman sent a response to that
appeal to the city on behalf of the church. We are hoping that our
application will be approved as part of the consent calendar, but if
three Council members vote to pull it, then the Council will discuss our
application and vote on it separately at a future meeting. You can help
by writing to the Council members to express your support for our
participation in the Safe Parking program, using the sample language
below:

Dear [Mayor, Vice-Mayor, Councilmember],
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I am a [X] year resident of Palo Alto and have been a [member/part] of
First Congregational Church of Palo Alto since [year]. I am writing to
support the church’s permit application to participate in the city’s safe
parking program. The program will help ensure the safety of all
residents and address the crisis of people experiencing homelessness
in our city. The safe parking program, in partnership with Move
Mountain View, helps to move vulnerable people into permanent
housing while giving them a safe and predictable place to sleep as
they are awaiting new options. This makes our entire community safer,
cleaner, and healthier.

[(Optional) Personal anecdote or a story from your
neighborhood/community]

Please vote to approve our application as part of the consent calendar
at the August 22 Council meeting.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

Palo Alto City Council:
Pat Burt (Mayor)
Tom DuBois
Alison Cormack
Eric Filseth
Lydia Kou (Vice Mayor)
Greer Stone 
Greg Tanaka

PRAYER CONCERNS
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Dick van Gelder has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and has
begun chemotherapy. Dick and Joan would love a cheery card.

Bob Daehler is in a rehab facility in Flagstaff, AZ recovering from
injuries he sustained in a fall in early July. If you wish to send a cheery
card to Bob, contact Eileen Altman for the address.

Flora Morita, Ron Morita’s mother, is in hospice care.

Ballard French, father of Linda Sodos, is recovering from partial hip
replacement surgery.

Don Hayler is being treated for lung cancer.

If you would like to add your own name or the name of one dear to you
to this list, contact Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman.

WIDER CHURCH & GLOBAL MINISTRIES

Global Ministries: Please pray with our mission co-workers and
mission partners in Lebanon.

U.S. Disaster Response: The United Church of Christ’s Disaster
Ministries unit is extending a helping hand to survivors of record-
breaking floods and tornadoes that devastated communities from
Missouri to Kentucky and West Virginia within the past eight
months. You can contribute to help support these efforts, by donating
online, designating your gifts for the Emergency USA Fund.

Sign up for News from the United Church of Christ, a weekly e-zine
of news, resources, and justice-action items e-mailed each Tuesday.
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Subscribe to NCNC E-News from the Northern California Nevada
Conference of the UCC, emailed each Thursday, with news from our
Conference, Associations, and nearby churches.

CONNECT AND SERVE

Worship Tech Support: If you would like to be trained as a volunteer
to run our A/V system in the sanctuary, serving once or twice each
month during worship, please contact Ben Roberts or David Howell, or
drop by the A/V area in the sanctuary on a Sunday. We would be glad
to tell you more about it.

Worship Greeters: Greeters welcome parishioners and visitors as
they arrive for services. If you and/or your family or friend would like
serve as Greeters for an upcoming service sign up here.

All God’s “singers” got a place in the Choir! The Chancel Choir
and the Women’s ensemble are on hiatus for the summer. Rehearsals
resume  September 8. Come join in the music making fun! Contact
Jenny. 

The Peace and Justice Task Force develops strategies for our
congregation to learn about and respond to peace and justice
concerns in our community, nation, and world. The group meets
monthly, usually on the third Tuesday of the month.  Contact Steve
Ketchpel for more information.

The Memoirs Writing Group will be taking a Summer Break.  We will
resume  our Second Tuesday meetings on October 11.  

Elected Leadership Meetings (August-May):
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Church Council meets monthly on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
The Deacons, Outreach, and Worship Boards meet monthly
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
The Trustees meet on Sundays once per month at 8:30 a.m. 
The Education Board meets periodically on Sundays at
11:45 a.m. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Green and Electrified Home Tour: Want to see how a house runs
without fossil fuels? Visit several homes near you that have made the
switch to clean, green electricity. You’ll get to taste food made on an
induction cooktop, learn about heat pump water heaters, and possibly
ride in an electric vehicle! For more details about homes you can
see, register for the FREE Green Home Tour on Sat. Sept. 24,
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
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Learn more at the MVPJ website.
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Join 350 Palo Alto, CCL SVN, and allies on Thursday, October 6 from
7-8:30 pm over Zoom as we invite the Palo Alto city council candidates
for a vital conversation on municipal climate policy. Moderated by
prominent community members and local students, this event aims to
spark a conversation between citizens and the candidates. RSVP
here and submit questions for the candidates here.

JUST IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T HEARD

Sacred Grounds is Open After Worship:
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Stop by to grab a cup of coffee, tea, espresso,
a speciality drink, or a delicious snack.

Electric Vehicle Owners: FCCPA now offers
discounted pricing to church members when
charging your electric vehicle at our charging
station located in the Embarcadero Road

parking lot. Two charging stations are available for your convenience.
If you are interested in special discounted pricing please contact
Business Manager, Rita Tetzlaff for instructions.

Email change? Have you changed your email address lately?  Please
send an email to Linda so she can update the database with your new
email address.

Amazon Smile: Amazon donates .5% of the price of eligible
purchases to our church if you shop through our Amazon Smile link.
 

FCCPA Partners in Ministry
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We're Social!
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Visit our website
Stay in Touch...
E-mail our members of staff

Rev. David Howell
Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman
Todd Erickson
Joe Guthrie
Jenny Matteucci
Rita Tetzlaff
Linda Sodos
Simone C
Sam Putney

First Congregational Church of Palo Alto
United Church of Christ

No matter who you are, or where you
are on life's journey: 

Welcome!
(An Open and Affirming Congregation)

 

Our mailing address is:
1985 Louis Road

Palo Alto, CA  94303

Regular Office Hours
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phone: (650) 856-6662
fax: (650) 856-6664

This email was sent to << Test Email Address >> 

why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

First Congregational Church of Palo Alto · 1985 Louis Rd · Palo Alto, CA 94303 · USA 

Copyright ©2022

First Congregational Church of Palo Alto*, All rights reserved.

This email was sent to npetexyz@gmail.com 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

First Congregational Church of Palo Alto · 1985 Louis Rd · Palo Alto, CA 94303 · USA 

mailto:%3C%3C%20Test%20Email%20Address%20%3E%3E
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=e7c215e58d&e=faa09ab820
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=13f4dd23f7&e=faa09ab820
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=33b11c51fd&e=faa09ab820
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=e862d73ae6&e=faa09ab820
mailto:npetexyz@gmail.com
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/about?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=373446e815&e=faa09ab820&c=df6b79961d
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=373446e815&e=faa09ab820&c=df6b79961d
https://fccpa.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&id=373446e815&e=faa09ab820&c=df6b79961d
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=bbd79860f1a9c1dcf8e916ae3&afl=1


From: Todor Ganev
To: Council, City
Cc: Burt, Patrick; Kou, Lydia; kou.pacc@gmail.com; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; tomforcouncil@gmail.com;

Filseth, Eric (Internal); Stone, Greer; Tanaka, Greg; greg@gregtanaka.org
Subject: 8-22-22 Consent Calendar Item 4 Appeal of FCCPA Safe Parking Permit Application 22PLN-00159
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:24:17 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tganev@hotmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council members:
 
I am writing this email in anticipation of the Consent Calendar meeting tomorrow, 8/22/22.
I request that you pull the so-called “safe parking” item out of consent. This is clearly not suitable for
a consent decision, as it is a very controversial issue.
Following the latest developments, I believe that a large number of taxpaying and voting Palo Alto
residents, (in addition to those who originally signed the 7-20-22 appeal), are very concerned about
the flaws in this safe parking program implementation.
 
The latest staff report (ID # 14609) lists some arguments against our appeal. I can confidently say
that practically all of those arguments and reasoning are weak and can be easily refuted with facts,
statistics and common sense. Therefore, a proper hearing is not only warranted, but necessary. We
must rely on you now to protect our health, safety, and welfare and those of our children.
 
As just some examples, please allow me to highlight a few glaring flaws in the reasoning of those
who support the implementation of this program without reasonable modifications (report ID #
14609).
 

1. An outrageous flaw is that the proponents quote a safe distance of 25 feet from the parking
spots to the residences, referencing some outreach in another community, a dubious
precedent which has neither legal nor scientific standing. These 25 feet are the length of a
modestly sized living room! What reasonable person would agree to have 4 cars at a living
room distance and accept it is safe? This would be simply ludicrous if it weren’t cruel,
especially to the children who reside so close to the proposed parking spots.

 
Study after study has shown (c.f. US EPA, OEHHA, Air Resource Board etc., etc.) that even
hundreds of feet of distance from car exhaust are a hazard, so the distance of mere 34 feet
proposed here is clearly unsafe.
 
Also, please note there are several doctors among the residents who oppose the present
location of the parking spots and call for moving them further away from the residents.
The only reasonable compromise here is for FCCPA to move the safe parking spots to their
much larger parking lot on Lous Road, as substantiated in more detail on the 7-20-22 Appeal.
 

The program implementation, as formulated right now, is plagued by critical uncertainties and
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insufficient planning. This is precisely what a permit system is supposed to prevent.  Here are some
examples:

 
2. It is not enough to state that idling will be allowed if the temperatures exceed a certain range.

As formulated, this rule is virtually unenforceable, because of the lack of well-defined
procedures, e.g. where and how will the vehicle dwellers objectively measure the
temperatures and who will decide that temperatures warrant idling, who would actually be
able to address violations in a timely and meaningful fashion. Will we have to breathe exhaust
while waiting for someone to come from Mountain View late at night to enforce the rule?
Clearly, in its present simplistic and generic form, the temperature-based idling rule may
sound good on the surface, but is, in fact, a recipe for confusion and even conflict.

Similar considerations apply to smoking and other nuisances that are, in theory, prohibited.
 

3. It is misguided, even arrogant of proponents who do not even live next to the church to
suggest that we, the neighbors, will “likely keep our windows closed” – they are not entitled
to impose on our living habits and apparently are missing the fact that even with closed
windows the toxic fumes seep in. My household actually experienced this in March this year,
when “guests” of the church repeatedly caused us car exhaust issues that necessitated almost
a week of daily complaints to the pastors, (including to Altman herself), who appeared unable
or unwilling to address the issue.

 
4. The proponents are quoting data from only one year, 2021, which data have little statistical

significance, compared to the detailed US climate data we provided in the 8-10-22 Addendum
to the appeal. The data we provided (c.f. USClimatedata.com) cover tens of recent years and
are much more representative of the probability of low temperatures in the winter. Even with
climate change, which is a slower process, the detailed statistics we present are valid and
much more compelling.  In short, the idling will not be rare, and even rare idling is a hazard.

 
Again, the only reasonable compromise here is for FCCPA to move the safe parking spots to
their much larger parking lot on Louis Road, as substantiated in more detail in the 7-20-22
Appeal.

 
Let me reiterate:
 
We are not against helping the unhoused, many of us volunteer and donate to such causes already.
We are against the flawed implementation of this particular program and are asking for reasonable
modifications, but are being ignored and even vilified (c.f. Altman’s regrettable use of pejoratives
and insults in the press and media e.g. Palo Alto Weekly, CBS news)
For many years we have been putting up with garbage, loitering, urination, smoking from guests of
Hotel De Zink and other FCCPA initiatives in the name of being good neighbors, but FCCPA is not
reciprocating, now that we need them to be the good neighbors and respect our health and welfare.
 
FCCPA are expecting us, the existing neighbors, to be altruistic and assume risks in the name of the
lofty program goal, but they themselves are not willing to make even a small compromise and to
accept even a small inconvenience (if any at all).



 
Consequently, we are relying on you to ensure we are also being treated fairly.
Please pull this item out of consent on 8/22/22 and please encourage rational compromise and
addressing of critical gaps and flaws in the proposed program implementation.
 
Thank you,
Todor Ganev
 



From: Aram James
To: Pat Burt; Rebecca Eisenberg; Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Council, City; chuck

jagoda; Joe Simitian; Jethroe Moore; Sean Allen; ladoris cordell; ParkRec Commission; gmah@sccoe.org; Stump,
Molly; mark weiss; melissa caswell; Greer Stone; Greg Tanaka

Subject: Palo Alto church"s safe-parking plan for homeless stirs controversy with neighbors
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 5:46:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

NewsBreak
Used by over 45 million people

Open APP

Palo Alto church's safe-parking plan for homeless stirs
controversy with neighbors
CBS San Francisco

PALO ALTO -- A battle is brewing over a church in Palo Alto trying to help the poor by

allowing homeless people to park their vehicles and sleep in a church parking lot.Is it a

case of NIMBY-ism in the wealthy town of Palo Alto, or is the church refusing to

compromise with its neighbors?Some neighbors are trying to block First

Congregational Church of Palo Alto, located at the corner of Louis Road and

Embarcadero Road, from allowing vehicle dwellers to park in their back parking lot

overnight."The porta potty is going to be right here, sort of backed up...

Click to read the full story

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kathy Jordan
To: Council, City
Subject: Regarding the City/FCC ‘Safe Parking’ program
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 12:28:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the City Council:

Regarding the City/FCC ‘Safe Parking’ program:

While we all share the goal of seeing our fellow man be self-sufficient, including providing 
housing for him or herself, we may differ on the ways to help others reach this goal.  

We know that the good people of FCC and the City seek to help the vehicle dwellers 
parking on Palo Alto City streets.  We simply think that this help can and should come in a 
different form, one which will not negatively impact the safety and welfare of FCC's 
neighbor residents, which we believe will happen if this program is implemented in the 
manner in which it is proposed. 

FCC and the City suggest the help they seek to provide the City’s vehicle dwellers should 
be in the form of introducing dwellers to reside in our neighborhood, in the FCC parking lot, 
close to our homes, from evening through morning, without them or any employed entity 
agreeing to perform background checks on prospective participants, or to establish 
reasonable participant criteria, such as excluding those with a criminal background or those 
involved in active or past drug use.  

We contend this will increase risks to the safety and welfare of our neighborhood.

We suggest there are other ways for FCC and the City to help the vehicle dwellers, which 
would not include increasing safety and welfare risks to the neighborhood and its 
residents.  

Other forms of assistance that the City and FCC could offer to the vehicle dwellers without 
increasing safety and welfare risk to neighbor residents could include the following:  

Vehicle dwellers could still make use of some FCC facilities, for some limited time 
period, without staying the evening, overnight and into the morning in the FCC 
parking lot, again, as long as background checks and reasonable participation criteria 
are employed, such as excluding those with a criminal background or those involved 
in active or past drug use.   

The City could make some of its public facilities available for limited time periods to 
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the vehicle dwellers, for similar purposes to what is suggested by FCC, such as for 
taking showers and the like, while similarly mitigating increased risks to the safety 
and welfare of its residents and users of its public facilities, by performing background 
checks and employing reasonable participation criteria, such as excluding those with 
a criminal background or those involved in active or past drug use.

FCC members and/or City staff could still assist vehicle dwellers with social welfare 
needs through engaging with them where they currently are located.

'Emergency Shelter'?
We particularly question the premise under which this program is being undertaken, to wit 
that it qualifies as 'emergency shelter,' and would thus be exempt from City housing code 
and regulation for residential neighborhoods and other.  We recognize that vehicle dwellers 
are a different population than the completely unsheltered homeless, but still, many of 
these vehicle dwellers may bring issues of dysfunction to the table and thus into our 
neighborhood if the program is implemented, issues such as employment, financial, 
criminal, drug use, and mental health issues.   

As profiled in a past article on the El Camino Real vehicle dwellers in the PA Weekly, a 
number of the vehicle dwellers make a temporary economic choice to work in the area 
during the week, and return home to their permanent homes elsewhere on the weekend, 
due to the higher wages available here versus those available in the area of their 
permanent homes.  According to the PA Weekly article, this set of vehicle dwellers do have 
permanent housing - elsewhere - and in many cases, return to that permanent housing on 
the weekends during their sojourn in Palo Alto.  According to the article, this set of vehicle 
dwellers have made an economic choice to park and reside in their vehicles on the streets 
of Palo Alto, for temporary, project related employment.  Another set of vehicle dwellers 
featured in the article may be more likely to dwell in their cars/RVs on the City’s streets 
more permanently.  

It begs the question - how can a situation be considered an 'emergency' when a set of 
vehicle dwellers make a temporary economic choice to park on the City’s streets, and have 
permanent housing elsewhere, to which they plan to return?

As for the other, more permanent set of vehicle dwellers, given that vehicle dwellers have 
been parking on El Camino Real and on City streets for years, and many vehicle dwellers 
will remain parking on the streets in Palo Alto even if this FCC program is implemented, 
how can the vehicle dwelling situation in Palo Alto be construed as an 'emergency'?  

No vehicle dweller parking on the street is in imminent danger in parking on a City of Palo 
Alto street, which danger would then recede by then parking instead in a parking space on 
the FCC parking lot.  If this were truly an 'emergency', to either vehicle dweller health or 



safety, or to City health or safety, then wouldn't all of the vehicle dwellers currently parked 
on the City’s streets have to be immediately relocated?   But the City is not proposing this 
action.

In fact, it is likely that new and additional vehicle dwellers may come to park in the street 
parking spots vacated by those who go to park overnight in the FCC parking lot.  

Clearly, this situation cannot be considered an 'emergency' when there is no imminent 
danger or threat to the vehicle dwellers parking on the street, or to City health and safety, 
when other, similarly situated vehicle dwellers, who cannot be accommodated in City ‘Safe 
Parking’ spots and programs, will remain parked on City streets overnight and during the 
day as well.  

‘Shelter’?
Additionally, FCC and the City are not providing the vehicle dwellers with 'shelter.'  Shelter 
connotes protection from the elements.  FCC and the City are simply permitting the vehicle 
dweller to use a parking spot, in a different location from those on City streets, and reside in 
the open air FCC parking lot, adjacent to our neighborhood, from evening through morning, 
while making use of some of FCC's facilities during that time.  A parking space is not 
'shelter'.   If so, then a City parking space on the City's streets would be considered 
'shelter.'  Yet the City and FCC seek to move vehicle dwellers from a parking space on the 
City’s streets, to an FCC parking space, and then label it ‘shelter.’ This is a fiction. The 
vehicle that dwellers dwell in is their actual 'shelter' in this case, not the parking space. The 
vehicle dwellers are providing their own shelter, not the City nor FCC.

Thus, in neither case, the case of 'emergency', or the case of 'shelter,' does the FCC/City 
‘Safe Parking’ program meet the meaning of what constitutes an 'emergency shelter', which 
would exempt the FCC proposed program from City housing code and regulation.

Safe parking for whom?
Neighborhood residents do not seek to prevent the City or FCC from helping the vehicle 
dwellers, in fact we commend them for attempting to do so, but we suggest that they do so 
in a different manner, one that does not put neighborhood residents, including resident 
children, at increased risk to their safety and welfare. 

As such, we consider the name of the program currently being proposed, 'Safe Parking', a 
misnomer, as we believe the program will increase risks to the safety of FCC neighbor 
residents, and negatively impact their welfare.

We suggest that the City and FCC employ a different manner to assist the vehicle dwellers 
parking on City streets.

We ask that the City reverse its approval of implementation of a ‘Safe Parking’ program 



located at FCC.  

Thank you. 

Best,

Kathryn Jordan



From: Sarah Longstreth
To: Council, City
Subject: Approve First Congregational Church"s Safe Parking Application
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 12:26:12 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from slongstreth@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,
 
I’m a long-time resident and homeowner in Palo Alto - I grew up in Midtown and 
returned to Palo Alto after graduate school to raise my family here. I’ve lived here for 
36 of my 52 years. I’m reaching out today to express my support for First 
Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s Safe Parking permit application, on the agenda 
for your August 22 meeting. 
 
Thank you for approving the Safe Parking Program back in early 2020, a program 
that is a critical part of our community’s efforts to address homelessness. I was 
pleased to see that city staff recommend approval of First Congregational’s permit 
application, given that First Congregational has followed all of the Program’s 
requirements, and has ensured that its implementation of the Program will protect 
nearby residents and also respect the privacy and dignity of the people it helps.
 
I paid close attention when the Unitarian Universalist Church applied to operate a 
Safe Parking Program, given the proximity to our home. I was extremely happy when 
the City Council approved the Safe Parking Program at that site, and understand that 
since kickoff, there have been no complaints from neighbors.
 
Part of the reason I care so deeply about finding space for the unhoused in our 
community is because I live on Amarillo Avenue, close to Greer Park, and travel 
along Fabian almost every day. This neighborhood - my neighborhood - includes 
many who currently live in vehicles. So I see daily reminders of the human cost of 
lack of affordable housing in our community.
 
I consider these folks my neighbors and care about their wellbeing and safety in the 
same way that I care about the wellbeing and safety of my housed neighbors. Their 
presence creates zero issues for me and I have zero concerns about my personal 
safety. I am happy to know that unhoused vehicle dwellers are able to find places to 
lawfully park in my neighborhood. 
 
Until we are able to offer more affordable housing in Palo Alto, we need to find more 
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ways to support and welcome humans across the economic spectrum. First 
Congregational’s Safe Parking Program is a small way to do this. 
 
I urge you to approve the First Congregational Church's Safe Parking Application as 
part of the August 22 Consent Calendar. 

Kind regards,
Sarah Longstreth
979 Amarillo Avenue



From: caroleandsteve eittreim
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking for Homeless
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:25:53 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from eittreimcs@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,
Please support the Safe Parking programme offered by the First Congregational Church.  It is our moral duty to help
the homeless where we can.
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Caroleann Eittreim
1975 ivy Lane
Palo Alto, Ca 94303
650-856-6977
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From: Linda Frommer
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for FCCPA"s Safe Parking Program Application.
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 8:43:14 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from lindafrommer@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________


Dear City Council Members,
As a homeowner and neighbor of the First Congregational Church, I support their application to provide safe
parking  for people unhoused.  There is no evidence to support the appeal which claims safety concerns.  I urge the
Council to approve their application.

Linda Frommer
1525 Walnut Drive
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From: E Nigenda
To: Council, City
Subject: Re: Consent Item # 3 for Aug. 22, 2022, Safe Parking Permit at 1985 Louis Road
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:02:37 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,

As a neighbor to the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto, I support Staff
recommendation that Council uphold the Director’s Decision to approve a Safe
Parking Permit at 1985 Louis Road. 
 
I am not an immediate neighbor (~ 0.7 miles) so I hesitated to voice an opinion.  Then
I noticed that several of the neighbors signing the appeal live much farther from the
proposed parking site than I do.
 
Regarding the issues the appellants cite - idling cars and air quality, safety and
background checks, overall proximity to residences – since neighbors living in cars
are already parking on City streets, the program does not create any new concerns. 
If neighbors living in cars need to keep warm, they will idle their cars on the street
near our house or in the Church’s parking lot.  As for neighborhood safety – there are
no guarantees that neighbors in houses are any safer than neighbors in cars - we
were shocked and horrified when one of our neighbors, a long-time resident, shot a
BB gun at school children.  If anything, I believe the Safe Parking Program, in addition
to increasing participants’ overnight safety, helps address and mitigate some of the
issues the appellants raise. 
 
The City’s Safe Parking Program is a small but important step in helping our
neighbors in need.  I am grateful to the First Congregational Church and other faith-
based organizations who have stepped up to help.

Thank you for your service to our community,
Esther Nigenda
Palo Alto resident
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From: James Taylor
To: Council, City
Subject: First Congregational Church Safe Parking
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:31:07 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jamet1234@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Mayor Burt, Palo Alto Council Members

I moved to Palo Alto 25 years ago as a relatively new immigrant and became a citizen 24
years ago yesterday. I've lived in Greenmeadow for most of that time, raised two children and
now have two grandchildren. I'd like to express my support for both the Safe Parking Program
and for First Congregational's permit application. 

When I first moved to Palo Alto I became a Big Brother, in Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Bay Area. Through this program I met many who had spent time unhoused and in shelters -
not just my "little" and his family but many others. The challenges of finding housing near
desperately-needed work, often while avoiding abusive spouses and with no financial reserves,
were constant. All of those who managed to overcome these challenges could tell a story of
some program that had helped. Each such program, like the Safe Parking Program, only
helped a few families. Nevertheless these programs matter and without them families and
children suffer.

Please approve the FCCPA Safe Parking permit at this week's meeting. While new issues
raised should always be considered, re-litigating issues that have already been addressed and
re-raising problems for which good solutions have been found during previous permitting
processes is unhelpful. Palo Alto has a process that works and it should allow additional
churches to follow it.

Thank you
James Taylor
4123 Briarwood Way, Palo Alto
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From: Meri Gruber
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for the Safe Parking Program
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:25:58 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from meri.gruber@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Honorable City Council Members,

I am a resident of Greenmeadow in Palo Alto and I am writing to express my support for the
Safe Parking program in Palo Alto. Specifically, I want to express support for the most recent
permit application by the First Congregational Church. The current appeal against this permit
is not raising new issues - previous applications such as that by the Unitarian Universal
Church have already addressed them. I believe the permit should be granted. 

We have a collective responsibility to the unhoused, and these modest programs are a start. I
count on your continued support of the Safe Parking Program in our community.

Thank you for your service.

Best regards,
Meri Gruber
4123 Briarwood Way, Palo Alto
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From: John Dukovic
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of FCCPA’s safe parking program
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:26:07 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from johndukovic@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Members of the Palo Alto City Council,

As a Palo Alto resident and homeowner in the vicinity of the First Congregational Church, I
support the Church’s proposed program to provide a safe place for unhoused persons to park
their vehicles.  I encourage you to reject the recent appeal to the program.  In my judgment,
the concerns raised are far outweighed by the need to accommodate our unhoused neighbors.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

jd

John Dukovic
1525 Walnut Drive, Palo Alto
johndukovic@gmail.com
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mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:johndukovic@gmail.com
sdutt
Example3



From: Marlene F Wine
To: Council, City
Subject: First Congregational Church of Palo Alto"s Safe Parking Program
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 6:38:49 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mfw@stanford.edu. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I fully support First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s Safe Program and strongly urge you to allow
it to go forward.  I recently learned about St Mark’s program to feed and house a small group of
homeless individuals during the month of August.  The program encouraged the surrounding
community to participate by volunteering a meal or two during the month of August.  When I
delivered my dinner I was able to get a glimpse of how the program is run and how grateful the
individuals who partake in the offerings are.  Programs such as this give members of the community
an opportunity to make a small contributions to the enormous need for providing temporary
housing in a safe environment and to give individuals a change to turn their lives around.  The
Church’s proposal is a small step forward and I hope those who oppose it will give it a chance to
show its merits. I know of no evidence to support the allegations of the risk of crimes – can those
individuals be asked to site such incidents? 
Marlene Wine
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Brooke Bishara
To: Council, City
Subject: Public Letter to City Council re: Safe Parking Permit at First Congregational Church of Palo Alto
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 3:02:44 PM
Attachments: August 20, 2022 Dear Palo Alto City Council, The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto (UUCPA) is writing in

support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit as agendized on .pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from brooke.bishara@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.
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August 20, 2022


Dear Palo Alto City Council, 


The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto (UUCPA) is writing in support of the First
Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the August
22nd Council meeting. UUCPA has been operating a Safe Parking program on our church
campus for the past 10 months and we are strong supporters of the program expanding to
other church sites. Why? Because Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals
living in their cars and helps connect them to more permanent housing options. The Safe
Parking program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all nearby residents while at the
same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.
 
We understand that members of the community are often concerned about safety when in
proximity to people who are unhoused. However, UUCPA’s experience has been that the
screening process used by Move Mountain View to select program participants has helped
prevent safety issues from arising in our own program. Our program has operated
successfully for 10 months and has not received any complaints from neighbors or
community members during this time, including from our neighbors at Stevenson House who
originally filed an appeal of our permit application. We have discovered first-hand that Safe
Parking helps move vulnerable people into permanent housing while giving them a safe and
predictable place to sleep as they are awaiting new options. This makes our entire community
safer, cleaner, and healthier. Over 10 months UUCPA has hosted a total of six vehicles, with
two-thirds of these either still in the program or moved into more permanent housing, hence
no longer on the streets of Palo Alto.
 
FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with city regulations, as reviewed by the Planning
Department. On behalf of the entire UUCPA congregation, we urge you to approve FCCPA’s
Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the August 22nd Council meeting.
 
Thank you.
 


Respectfully,
 
Brooke Bishara, Board President
 
Kristi Iverson, Action Council Chair








August 20, 2022


Dear Palo Alto City Council, 


The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto (UUCPA) is writing in support of the First
Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the August
22nd Council meeting. UUCPA has been operating a Safe Parking program on our church
campus for the past 10 months and we are strong supporters of the program expanding to
other church sites. Why? Because Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals
living in their cars and helps connect them to more permanent housing options. The Safe
Parking program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all nearby residents while at the
same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.
 
We understand that members of the community are often concerned about safety when in
proximity to people who are unhoused. However, UUCPA’s experience has been that the
screening process used by Move Mountain View to select program participants has helped
prevent safety issues from arising in our own program. Our program has operated
successfully for 10 months and has not received any complaints from neighbors or
community members during this time, including from our neighbors at Stevenson House who
originally filed an appeal of our permit application. We have discovered first-hand that Safe
Parking helps move vulnerable people into permanent housing while giving them a safe and
predictable place to sleep as they are awaiting new options. This makes our entire community
safer, cleaner, and healthier. Over 10 months UUCPA has hosted a total of six vehicles, with
two-thirds of these either still in the program or moved into more permanent housing, hence
no longer on the streets of Palo Alto.
 
FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with city regulations, as reviewed by the Planning
Department. On behalf of the entire UUCPA congregation, we urge you to approve FCCPA’s
Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the August 22nd Council meeting.
 
Thank you.
 


Respectfully,
 
Brooke Bishara, Board President
 
Kristi Iverson, Action Council Chair
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From: Nancy Olson
To: Council, City
Subject: Support
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 11:57:36 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from nso2431@icloud.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I support the safe parking position of First Christian church and existing programs and future locations.  This is a
needed and direct way to help individuals and our community!
Nancy Olson
2431 Bryant Street

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nso2431@icloud.com
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From: Beth Nord
To: Council, City
Subject: Please approve FCCPA"S Safe Parking Program
Date: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:51:09 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from brnandsdl@earthlink.net.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To: Palo Alto City Council:

I am a resident of Palo Alto and a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Palo Alto (UUCPA).  I write in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo
Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the Consent Calendar of your
August 22  Council meeting.

UUCPA has been operating Safe Parking on our church campus for the past 10
months and we are strong supporters of the program expanding to other church sites.
Why?  Because Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in
their cars and helps connect them to more permanent housing options.  The Safe
Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all nearby residents while
at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The UUCPA program has operated successfully and has not received complaints
from neighbors or community members.  We have discovered first-hand that Safe
Parking helps move vulnerable people into permanent housing while giving them a
safe and predictable place to sleep as they are awaiting new options.  This makes our
entire community safer, cleaner, and healthier.

FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations established by the City
of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department.  I urge you to approve FCCPA’s Safe Parking Permit in your August 22
Council meeting.

Good heavens; what’s the problem? I live fairly close to the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Palo Alto and I am simply not aware of the cars in our parking lot for this program. In fact I
have had to ask what the hours of the program are, hoping to see the cars at least once in a
while to be aware of what’s going on, since I have NEVER seen them. Lack of safe, secure
housing in this area is an incredible problem. This is a tiny step toward solving this problem
and a win-win situation. Please approve this program for FCCPA.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Beth Nord

Palo Alto

nd

nd
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From: Ruth Robertson
To: Council, City
Subject: Letter on Agenda Item 4 City Council Meeting August 22
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:44:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from rwsrobertson@yahoo.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Ruth Robertson and I am a homeowner in Palo Alto for close to 30 years. One of
my adult children is a renter in Palo Alto and chooses to live near us in Palo Alto so they can
care for my husband and me in our retirement years. 

I am writing today to ask that the Council uphold the Director’s Decision to approve a Safe
Parking Permit at 1985 Louis Road, the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto.

I am a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and we dealt with neighbor
complaints when a similar program was proposed at my church one year ago. Those
complaints were addressed and the board of Stevenson House reviewed the matter and
withdrew its appeal of our permit to operate a safe parking site.

Now we have an appellant asking for some of the same issues to be considered in the case of
the First Congregational Church. Background checks and overall potential security issues were
more than adequately addressed last year.  As just one example, documents were presented
that show vehicle dwellers are actually much more likely to be victims of crime than to commit
crimes. Neighbors' fears of a criminal element living in proximity are therefore unfounded. 

As for vehicle emissions relating to potential idling of vehicles and overall proximity to
residential use, we all know what has happened to gas prices. I find it disingenuous of the
appellants to cite this reason for reconsideration of the program's approval. I would hope that
they could find it in themselves to open their hearts to the underserved in our community and
realize they have benefitted from their proximity to the Congregational Church. That church
has served as a voting location and opened their doors to many groups working for the
betterment of the community and the planet. I personally have benefitted from living near it,
as I have both voted there and attended meetings held by a group fighting climate change. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Ruth Robertson 

mailto:rwsrobertson@yahoo.com
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From: Christine N Witzel
To: Council, City
Cc: LWV of Palo Alto
Subject: Fw: Please support FCCPA Safe Parking application
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:32:06 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from cnwitzel@sbcglobal.net. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Members,

The First Congregational Church of Palo Alto (FCCPA) has submitted a Safe Parking application to the 
City which has been approved by City Staff and is on your Consent Agenda for the August 22nd 
meeting. 

Yesterday afternoon I counted 27 aged RVs parked on El Camino between University and Matadero 
Avenues. The City clearly needs to take advantage of this offer and this program.

Please support the church's application to help homeless people park safely overnight and receive 
needed services from Move MV. 

Thank you for your service,

Christine N. Witzel
Barron Park

mailto:cnwitzel@sbcglobal.net
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From: Linda Henigin
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of the FCCPA SPP application
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:05:41 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from linda@brail.org. Learn why this
is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt, Vice Mayor Kou, and Honorable City Council Members,
 
I am writing to express my support for the Safe Parking Program permit application by First 
Congregational Church of Palo Alto (FCCPA). I ask you to leave the item on the Consent calendar so 
that it can be approved and start helping people immediately, and so you can allow sufficient time for the 
urgent business of the Housing Element Draft Goals, Policies and Programs. I live closer to First 
Congregational than some who signed the appeal letter, and I am a member of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, and thus have first-hand experience with the Safe Parking Program. I am only speaking for 
myself in this email.
 
As you are already very aware, homeless people are here, in Palo Alto. As you know, some are already 
sleeping in their cars in our community in various locations around town. Many of them have jobs, friends, 
family members, and children in school in Palo Alto. Those folks are subject to no rules or regulations 
aside from where they can park overnight. They are not screened, and they are not forming relationships 
with service providers. And they can idle their cars all night long, with no provision to stop them.
 
In order to help get people out of sleeping in their cars and into more stable housing, everyone who was 
on the Council on February 24, 2020 voted unanimously  to approve the formation of the program, 
including Council Members Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kou, and Tanaka, and now-former members Fine 
and Kniss.
 
As you know, when we move these folks into Safe Parking Programs, they are connected to services, 
and they are subject to enforceable rules about idling their cars.
 
The Safe Parking Program keeps us all safer in these ways:

The people in the program are professionally screened and then connected to programs and 
services that help them;

Rules about any car idling can be enforced;

The vehicle dwellers form ongoing, accountable relationships with case workers, which helps them 
move back into stable housing, and if not already employed, to get jobs.

 
As to the car exhaust issue raised by the appellant, Mr. Todor Ganev, it would seem likely that he and his 
neighbors would keep their windows closed on those rare nights when the temperature is expected to 
go below 40 degrees between 7 PM and 7 AM. If that is the case, that would mitigate any exhaust that 
might potentially come from the parked cars. It would also mitigate the ongoing exhaust already coming 
from the cars on Embarcadero Road, which abuts Mr. Ganev’s house, and which is close to the only 
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other house (22 Morton Way) that shares the church’s back fence whose residents signed the appeal. 
The parked cars are also allowed to idle briefly if the overnight (7 PM to 7 AM) temperature is above 85 
degrees. We rarely have nights where the temperature stays above 85 degrees past about 9-10 PM. This 
issue would seem to be resolvable with good faith efforts from both parties, and need not be a roadblock 
to allowing the program to proceed at this time.
 
As to the safety/background check issue, the Council had a robust discussion about that at its meeting on 
August 30, 2021, when Council was considering Stevenson House’s appeal of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church’s Safe Parking Permit Program. Mr. Ganev has raised the exact same concerns as Stevenson 
House, using the exact same language, copied verbatim, as was used in the Stevenson House appeal 
letter. Stevenson House dropped their appeal before the item was brought back to Council, indicating that 
they resolved their concerns. They’ve been given the opportunity to voice their concerns once the 
program started operating, and they have not registered even one concern.
 
Additionally, we have evidence from both the Unitarian Universalist Church’s and Highway Church’s 
programs. Neither church has experienced any safety issues of any kind. Zero. There are multiple 
ways for neighbors to register their concerns, and not one person has registered even one concern about 
either program. None. This spotless safety record must be taken for what it is - evidence that the program 
as constructed by the City Council, and as implemented by Move Mountain View, is as safe as any 
program can be.

In this case, "background checks" are a solution in search of a problem. The safety record of the existing 
programs is spotless, so there is no problem here. And there's no such thing as a "universal background 
check." There are criminal records housed in various states and localities that would have to be accessed 
separately. None of the piecemeal information that you would get from any background check process 
would make us any safer than the relationships formed between the case workers, the vehicle dwellers, 
and the community, as designed by the program. Relationships, not background checks, make us 
safer.
 
One more point about safety: On page 191 in the City Council packet, the appellant, Todor Ganev 
asserts:
 

"Also, there is a first-hand account from another location that in the past security guards hired by 
Move Mountain View have been doing drugs together with the vehicle dwellers."

 
That's the only actual criminal allegation I've found in any of the arguments by those who oppose the 
program. The language used by Mr. Ganev is a verbatim copy of an email by Tilli Kalisky-Bannett (on 
page 177 of the City Council packet). I asked Tilli Kalisky-Bannett for any leads on that allegation so that I 
could find out more about that alleged criminal behavior. Ms. Kalisky-Bannett responded with the 
following:

 
"The accounts of the below came from interviews and conversations from individuals who have 
been researching the program in and across California."

 
That is not a "first-hand account." It appears that Mr. Ganev’s and Ms. Kalisky-Bannett’s claims of 
criminal behavior cannot be substantiated. It’s important to record this fact.
 
And finally, it’s also important to note that of the people who signed the appeal letter, only 5 of the 
people live in 3 houses which either share a boundary or are directly across the street from the 
church. That’s three out of the 20 houses that ring the church. An additional 5-6 houses look to be about 
600 feet from the church. The remaining signers live as far as 1.5 miles away from the church. This 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/city-council-agendas-minutes/2022/20220822/20220822pccsm.pdf
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/city-council-agendas-minutes/2022/20220822/20220822pccsm.pdf


appeal formally represents a small percentage of the immediate neighbors. 
 
To sum up, the Safe Parking Program increases safety for neighbors and vehicle dwellers. We are 
grateful to you for approving the program. We look forward to seeing First Congregational Church’s 
program succeed, just as the ones at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway 
Church’s programs are already succeeding.
 
With thanks,
Linda Henigin
FCCPA neighbor
Community Volunteer



From: Laura Kenney
To: Council, City
Subject: Longtime Louis Rd. resident in support of safe parking program at First Congregational
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:34:30 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lm_kenney@yahoo.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council,
I have lived down the block from the First Congregational Church for 29 years; they have always been
good neighbors. I strongly support the city staff-approved plan to bring the Move MV safe parking
program to our block and am somewhat appalled by the misinformed (misanthropic?) movement against
it. I have read about the other four sites this program operates in--two of them in Palo Alto--and know that
there have been no problems or complaints stemming from their operation. This seems the least we could
do to help a few of the unhoused in our community. 

Please let this program go forward.

Sincerely,
Laura Kenney
2174 Louis Rd.
Palo Alto
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From: Nancy Krop
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for FCCPA Safe Parking Permit
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:47:01 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from nkrop@kroplaw.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am a Palo Alto resident, writing to support the First Congregational Church of Palo 
Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit application, on the Consent Agenda of your 
August 22nd Council meeting.

“The true measure of any society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable 
members” (Mahatma Gandhi).

I appreciate the City Council unanimously approved the Safe Parking Program in 
February 2020 as a way of addressing our area’s homelessness crisis. I am very 
pleased City Staff recommends approval of this permit. 

I am told the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church 
currently operate Safe Parking Programs. I am told both programs operate 
successfully and neither church received any complaints from neighbors or 
community members. 

I am told it’s only four cars, sleeping overnight, with social workers and security 
guards involved. This is a very small thing we can do to help the homeless in our 
community. 

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent 
Agenda at your August 22nd Council meeting.

Nancy Krop
Palo Alto resident
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From: Jane Zimmerman
To: Council, City
Subject: Church housing
Date: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:35:51 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council, 

The program to allow  four unhoused car dwellers to park overnight in a church parking lot is
well supervised and carefully planned to minimize problems while providing safety to this
exposed and vulnerable population. 

I strongly support this program and any similar ones that may adopt its model and encourage
the city to provide funding as well as legal support. 

Not in My Parking Lot? Is this the best we can be?

Jane Zimmerman 
675 Maybell Ave 
Palo Alto 
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From: robert feiner
To: Council, City
Subject: First Congregational Church Safe Parking Program
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:37:19 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from rhfeiner@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I would like to voice my strong support of this program. I have spoken with Reverend Howell and this is being done
in a thoughtful and responsible fashion. I am aware of a not uncommon ‘not in my neighborhood’ attitude in our
city. I live a block away from Briones Park and there are a fair number of vehicle dwellers on Clemo as there are
bathrooms in the park. I know of no issues as a result of this and I’ve lived in the neighborhood for 39 years.
My synagogue, Congregation Beth Am, has also partnered with Home and Hope over the years to provide
temporary shelter for families in need, again without incident.
I am proud to have these service ‘in my neighborhood’.
Thank you for your consideration in support of the program.
Robert H. Feiner

Sent from my iPad
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From: Annie Bedichek
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of First Congregation’s parking program
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 8:49:35 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from annie@bedichek.org. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I strongly support this program.  Palo Alto has added a lot of offices, but not a lot of housing in my 60 years here.
We can and are starting to do better.  These small programs like letting a few vetted people sleep safe do not move
the needle to solve all housing issues.  But they help the communities that provide the lots to make a big difference
in a few people’s lives.  In my view, it’s piece by piece that we change the world.  Please don’t let the black and
white thinkers talk you out of something with very little downside that could have huge upside for some people who
need it.  We can’t solve the affordable housing issue with this, but we can help 4 cars of people sleep safe and get
some help.

Please help them.

Thank you for all you do.

Annie Bedichek
884 Loma Verde Ave
Palo Alto

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Amy Zucker Morgenstern
To: Council, City
Subject: In favor of Safe Parking approval at the First Congregational Church
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 6:04:54 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from parishmin@uucpa.org. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear members of the City Council,

Thank you so much for the hard work you do on behalf of Palo Alto.

I am writing in advance of your August 22 meeting to urge you to approve the Safe Parking
program proposed for 1985 Louis Road, the First Congregational Church. The church with
which I serve, the Unitarian Universalist Church (UUCPA), has had a very positive experience
with the same program.

We met with some resistance at first when we proposed to host people in up to four vehicles
per night, as I'm sure you recall. The neighbors who were opposed wanted more extensive
background checks, but once they had a more thorough understanding of the process by which
people enter the program and how the program is run, they withdrew their objections. Since
then, six different people have used the program at UUCPA, and neither we nor any neighbors
have had any problems.

Our housing crisis is so dire. We need to do much more to resolve it, and allowing people to
sleep in their cars legally and safely only treats a symptom, not the causes. But symptoms are
often very painful, and it doesn't get much more painful than having to sleep on the street. I
am grateful that the city joined us in alleviating the suffering of these several neighbors.

Whenever we come to the end of a service at UUCPA, we say these words together:

Go out into the world in peace
Be of good courage
Hold fast to what is good
Return no one evil for evil
Strengthen the faint-hearted
Support the weak
Help the suffering
Rejoice in beauty
Speak love with word and deed
Honor all beings. 

You helped us realize these intentions when you approved our Safe Parking Program. I hope
you will do the same next week.

Take care,
Amy
-- 

mailto:parishmin@uucpa.org
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Rev. Amy Zucker Morgenstern, Parish Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto
parishmin@uucpa.org ~ (650) 665-9139  
Blogging at http://sermonsinstones.com
she/they

To set up an appointment: calendly.com/amyzm
In case of an urgent pastoral need, please don't wait: call (650) 494-0541 x25

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto: Transforming ourselves, each other, and the
world. 
Web: uucpa.org Facebook: facebook.com/uucpa Twitter: @uucpa

mailto:parishmin@uucpa.org
tel:650-494-0541%20x26
http://sermonsinstones.com/
http://calendly.com/amyzm
http://www.uucpa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucpa


From: Lynnie Melena
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking at Congregational Church
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:28:57 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lynniemelena@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Councilmembers,

I strongly urge you to approve the Congregational Church's application for a permit for only
four RVs to have a safe and supportive place to park their vehicles at night. It is such a
small, but important, gesture toward dealing with homelessness in Palo Alto.

It has saddened me to walk past an RV regularly parked on El Camino in my Barron Park
neighborhood and see children's toys outside the door, knowing small kids are living there
and the family tolerating heavy traffic and buses day and night. Think how much better a
church parking lot would be for them.

Lynnie Melena

mailto:lynniemelena@gmail.com
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From: Virginia Van Kuran
To: Council, City
Subject: In Support of Safe Parking at First Congregational
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 5:01:57 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from virginia@vankuran.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hi City Council,

I am writing in support of Safe Parking at First Congregational Church. I live nearby at Louis and Garland and have
for almost fifty years.  I grew up in the area as well. We are at a point where we need to provide this kind of service
in our community while we peruse more permanent solutions.

Regards,

Virginia Van Kuran
879 Garland Dr
Palo Alto, CA 94303

mailto:virginia@vankuran.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Laura Cenamor
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for Safe Parking Permit at First Congo Church
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 4:54:43 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from
lauracutting80@googlemail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

We are both residents of Palo Alto and neighbors of First Congregational Church. Our daughters attend Duveneck
Elementary and have done so for the last four years.
 
It was wonderful that the City Council unanimously approved the Safe Parking Program in February 2020 as a way
of addressing our area’s homelessness crisis. First Congregational Church has followed all of the guidelines of the
program, and City Staff recommends approval of the permit. First Congregational’s program is set up in a way that
protects the safety of all nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it
will help.
 
The letter that you received contesting the permit mentions steps that other churches have taken when moving
forward with the program. It neglects to mention that programs in other areas, such as Santa Barbara, don't need
to even inform neighbours of any such program. We wonder, had First Congo neighbours not been informed,
would they even realise that the program was taking place? As they don't seem to have noticed that there are
currently vehicle dwellers sleeping in the area, maybe because these people have not posed any problem thus
far? As I am sure would be the case if they are allowed to park at First Congo. It seems the safety of the people
living in their cars is what we should be concerned with, not residents who already have extremely safe and
comfortable dwellings.

Having listened to the Zoom meeting regarding this issue it makes absolute sense that this permit be granted. I
understand that some residents feel that they were not heard during this meeting but questions were typed into the
chat and then answered proficiently by: PA Council, First Congo Church and Move Mountain View. We were left
with no lingering questions or doubt as to the safety of this program. It was also apparent that this is in fact, a very
small neighborhood program which is trying its best to address locally a much wider national problem. Think
globally, act locally.

We believe that all people should have access to a safe place to sleep at night and if Move Mountain View and First Congo
can assist a few in this most basic human need then we are grateful to them. We are slightly baffled at the assumption that just
because you find yourself without a permanent address you are then a criminal and a threat to children! It seems like a well
thought out and previously tested program, that in all likelihood will increase safety for all concerned and hopefully provide
some respite for people who have found themselves in need.

We firmly believe that this FCCPA Safe Parking Application should be granted by leaving it on Consent Calendar at
the Council meeting on August 22nd.

Thank you for listening,

Yours Sincerely,

Laura and Simon Cenamor

mailto:lauracutting80@googlemail.com
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From: Cynthia Chin-Lee
To: Council, City
Cc: Session; Pat Kinney
Subject: First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto supports the Safe Parking Permit of First Congregational Church of Palo

Alto
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 2:19:43 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from cynthiachinlee@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council members,

The First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto strongly supports the efforts of the Palo Alto City Council to 
provide a pathway to stable housing for those in our community who are unhoused.  The Safe Parking 
Program is one such pathway and offers local churches the option of providing safe parking for 
individuals who have been sleeping in their cars on city streets.  

We write today in support of our neighbor church, the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) 
Safe Parking permit application which is on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in their cars and helps connect them to 
more permanent housing options.  The Safe Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all 
nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently host Safe Parking 
Programs.  Both programs are operating successfully and neither church has received complaints from 
neighbors or community members.  FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations 
established by the City of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning 
Department. 

We urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your 
August 22nd Council meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

The elders (Session) of First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto, 1140 Cowper Street, Palo Alto

Rev. Jane Esterline, Lela Noble, Cynthia Chin-Lee, Sukgi Choi, Margaret Ann Fidler, Karen Huddleston, 
Mohan Iyer, Janet Cox, Derrick Kikuchi, Lee Merkle-Raymond, Martha Maris, Ellen Forbes

-- 
Cynthia (Cyndi) Chin-Lee (She/Her)
Speaker, Author, and Diversity Change Agent
Author: Amelia to Zora: Twenty-six Women Who Changed the World
Living on Muwekma, Ohlone, and Ramaytush land
cynthiachinlee.com

mailto:cynthiachinlee@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:session@fprespa.org
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From: Maureen Kennedy
To: Council, City
Subject: Approval of Safe Parking Program Permit to Allow Overnight Parking of up to Four (4) Vehicles
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:05:16 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from
maureenekennedy@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am writing to express my support for the approval of the Safe Parking Permit to allow overnight parking 
of up to four vehicles at the First Congregational Church. The homeless situation in Palo Alto will only be 
improved if all possible solutions are implemented. Two other churches have implemented this program 
successfully. Establishing the program at the First Congregational Church would extend the availability of 
this program. Having grown up in Palo Alto, I would like the city to expand programs that can address this 
very pressing need. 

I appreciate the City Council 's prior support of this Safe Parking Program and hope it will continue.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Maureen Kennedy

mailto:maureenekennedy@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Jo English
To: Council, City
Subject: Support The Safe Parking Site
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 11:13:27 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from drjosey@aol.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

I am a resident of Palo Alto and I attend the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto
(UUCPA). I write in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s
(FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit as agendized on the Consent Calendar of your August
22nd Council meeting.
 
UUCPA has been operating Safe Parking on our church campus for the past 10
months and we are strong supporters of the program expanding to other church
sites. Why? Because Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living
in their cars and helps connect them to more permanent housing options. The Safe
Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all nearby residents while
at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   
 
The UUCPA program has operated successfully and has not received complaints
from neighbors or community members. We have discovered first-hand that Safe
Parking helps move vulnerable people into permanent housing while giving them a
safe and predictable place to sleep as they are awaiting new options. This makes our
entire community safer, cleaner, and healthier.
 
FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations established by the City
of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department. I urge you to approve FCCPA’s Safe Parking Permit in your August 22nd

Council meeting. 

Please help with this humanitarian crisis. We could be the ones who need to find a
safe place to sleep.
 
Sincerely,

Jo English

mailto:drjosey@aol.com
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From: Ellen Smith
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking at First Congregational Church
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:30:09 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ef44smith@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I join the League of Women Voters of Palo Alto and many others in supporting the
application of the First Congregational Church to participate in the Safe Parking
program. I am saddened at the fear expressed by neighbors of the church about
people whose "offense" is that they cannot afford housing. While uncontrolled
parking of RVs has led to some of the problems the neighbors worry about,
providing supervised and limited parking both avoids these issues and gives people
a chance to move beyond having to live in their vehicles. MOVE MV already 
operates four other congregational safe parking lots, including two in Palo Alto. 
None of these existing programs has received complaints from neighbors or 
community members nor have there been any incidents jeopardizing community 
safety. MOVE MV’s screening complies with the rules of Santa Clara County, 
which funds the program. The County prohibits the additional screening as an 
unnecessary barrier to assistance.
Please approve the FCC application.
Ellen Smith
850 Webster Street, Apt. 427
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From: Jan Fenwick
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Program
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 7:17:27 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from janfenwick@mac.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

There are times (such as now) when we need to think outside our own interests, and our own “electability” to do
what’s right for humanity.  The SAFE PARKING PROGRAM, has a lot of safeguards built into its program and
should be supported by our citizens AND the CITY COUNCIL!  Thank you,  Jan Fenwick, 620 Sand Hill Rd. 222d,
Palo Alto, 94304.

mailto:janfenwick@mac.com
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From: Mary Ruth Leen
To: Council, City
Subject: Do The Right Thing for Those In Need!
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2022 6:57:45 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mrleen@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I live not far from First Congregational and welcome Safe Parking in my
neighborhood! 

The First Congregational Church of Palo Alto's (FCCPA) application to the City
has been approved by the Planning Director and meets all the regulations of
the city ordinance. The program will be managed and operated by MOVE MV,
an experienced nonprofit specializing in connecting the unhoused to find safe
places to stay and ultimately to permanent housing. There is no evidence to
support the appeal which claims the program will jeopardize community safety
because clients are insufficiently vetted. MOVE MV operates four other church
SPPs, two in Mountain View and two in Palo Alto, using the same vetting criteria
(required by the funding agency, the County of Santa Clara) that will be used in
the FCCPA lot. None of these current programs has received any complaints
from neighbors or community members nor have there been any incidents
jeopardizing community safety. Santa Clara County prohibits the vetting
requested in the appeal as an unnecessary barrier to urgent assistance.
 
Safe Parking participants must:

Have a car, driver’s license, valid automobile registration, & insurance
Agree to work with  a case manager to secure permanent housing
Check in on a regular basis with the case manager
Consent to personal and car identification information being shared with
the Palo Alto Police Department
Be prepared for a security guard to randomly check on them throughout
the night
Agree to behavior standards (exit and entry times, no loud noise, violence,
guns, or alcohol)

-- 
Take care,

mailto:mrleen@gmail.com
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Mary Ruth Leen



From: Eleanor Lewis
To: Council, City
Subject: I support safe parking at FCCPA
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:49:53 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from etlewis1@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

I live near Greer Park and attend FCCPA. As a renter I have great sympathy for the unhoused
and those without secure housing. I strongly support all efforts to house our hard working
neighbors or at the least to give them a safe place to sleep. Please do not be deterred by the
concerns expressed by neighbors and approve the permit. Thank you,

Eleanor Lewis

mailto:etlewis1@gmail.com
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From: Michele Lew
To: Council, City
Subject: Agenda item #4 on 8/22/2022
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:56:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,
 
I am a native Palo Altan and current resident. I am writing in support of the First 
Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit application and 
encourage you to keep it on your August 22nd Consent Agenda.
  
The Safe Parking Program is a proven success in Palo Alto at two sites, the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church. Neither church has received any 
complaints from neighbors or community members. 

We have a homelessness crisis in our community, and we in Palo Alto need to be part of the 
solution. The proposed FCCPA Safe Parking Program is an incremental step forward, with 
capacity for four vehicles to park at a time. Program participants check in weekly with a case 
worker. 

Let’s implement the FCCPA Safe Parking Program, while we also build additional affordable, 
supportive housing so that no one in our community has to sleep on the street or in a car. 
Please approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your 
August 22nd Council meeting 
 
Thank you for your consideration,
Michele Lew

mailto:michele_lew@yahoo.com
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From: Heidi Stein
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for FCCPA"s Safe Parking Program application.
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:50:59 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from heidih.stein@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I support FCCPA's Safe Parking Program application.

The First Congregational Church of Palo Alto's (FCCPA) application to the City has
been approved by the Planning Director and meets all the regulations of the city
ordinance. The program will be managed and operated by MOVE MV, an
experienced nonprofit specializing in connecting the unhoused to find safe places
to stay and ultimately to permanent housing. There is no evidence to support the
appeal which claims the program will jeopardize community safety because
clients are insufficiently vetted. MOVE MV operates four other church SPPs, two in
Mountain View and two in Palo Alto, using the same vetting criteria (required by
the funding agency, the County of Santa Clara) that will be used in the FCCPA lot.
None of these current programs has received any complaints from neighbors or
community members nor have there been any incidents jeopardizing community
safety. Santa Clara County prohibits the vetting requested in the appeal as an
unnecessary barrier to urgent assistance.

 Please vote yes. 

Thank you

Heidi Stein

4134 Amaranta Ct
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From: Katherine Weller
To: Council, City
Subject: Support for Safe Parking at First Congregational Church
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:42:51 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from kpweller2@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello City Council Members, 

My name is Katherine Weller, and I live and work here in Palo Alto. I have been a resident for
the past 5.5 years. My husband and I love living here, and are expecting our first child. We're
thrilled to raise our baby in such an open-minded and loving community.

I recognize that being a good member of our community means caring for our neighbors who
are less fortunate.That is why I am writing to support the proposed Safe Parking program
at First Congregational Church. 

As a soon-to-be parent, I feel very safe welcoming this program to my neighborhood (we
live just 1 mile away from the church). Our unhoused neighbors should be able to spend the
night in a safe, caring environment like the one Move Mountain View will provide. I also love
that Move Mountain View will offer social workers to help these neighbors obtain stable
housing. That is the ultimate goal!

I hope you will support this program. I can't wait to start my family here in Palo Alto because
of its values-- and I believe we should extend these values for our unhoused neighbors, too.

Thanks for your consideration,
Katherine Weller
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From: Barbara klein
To: Council, City
Subject: I support First Congregation Church safe parking application
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 5:48:31 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bkleinpa@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I agree with the League of Women  of Palo Alto Board's recent written support of FCCPA
application.  Looks like:

* adequate safeguards, Move MV adequate Vetting and supportive church congregation; great
need for transitional ways of getting people
into more  permanent housing.

I urge Palo Alto City Council to vote “yes.”on this safe parking application.

Barbara Klein
bkleinpa@gmail.com
resident of Palo Alto since 1976
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View this email in your browser

From: LWV Palo Alto (Action Alert)
To: Council, City
Subject: Write or Call the City Council To Support Safe Parking
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:41:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://mailchi.mp/0f39b2668147/support-safe-parking-6098921?e=174ead5265
mailto:publicity@lwvpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


 Write or Call the City Council
to Support Safe Parking!

 

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=3a4547b25d&e=174ead5265


Photo courtesy of Palo Alto Online.

 
Please Write or Call the City Council Today to Support

FCCPA's Safe Parking Program Application

In 2020, responding to the crisis of people sleeping in their vehicles on the 
streets of Palo Alto, the Palo Alto City Council established a Safe Parking 
Program (SPP). This program allows churches and religious institutions to 
host on their parking lots up to four vehicles and their owners, providing a 
safe place to spend the night and connecting them to support for finding 
permanent housing. The program would be managed and operated by a 
nonprofit experienced in connecting the unhoused to housing and other 
services. 

The First Congregational Church of Palo Alto (FCCPA) has submitted a Safe 



Parking application to the City which has been approved by City Staff and is 
on the Council’s Consent Agenda for the August 22nd meeting. A neighbor 
of the church, acting on behalf of a group of Palo Alto residents, has filed 
an appeal, objecting to the permit on the grounds that the program will 
jeopardize community safety because MOVE MV, the nonprofit who will 
manage and operate the program, insufficiently screens clients. There is no 
evidence to support the appeal. MOVE MV operates four other 
congregational safe parking lots (two in Mountain View and two in Palo 
Alto). None of these existing programs has received complaints from 
neighbors or community members nor have there been any incidents 
jeopardizing community safety. MOVE MV’s screening complies with the 
rules of Santa Clara County, which funds the program. The County prohibits 
the additional screening as an unnecessary barrier to assistance.

The League of Women Voters of California’s Homelessness Action Policy 
supports actions to reduce and eliminate homelessness. LWVC also 
supports venues which meet the basic needs of people experiencing 
homelessness for personal hygiene, storage, trash removal, as well as for 
safe spaces in which to live. The LWV Palo Alto Board has recently written in 
support of the FCCPA’s application.

Please see more information about FCCPA's Safe Parking Application as 
part of the agenda for the August 22nd Council meeting starting on p. 134. 
Click HERE to download a copy.

Please write to the City Council to support FCCPA's Safe Parking
Program application.

Your letter can include these points:
 
The First Congregational Church of Palo Alto's (FCCPA) application to the
City has been approved by the Planning Director and meets all the
regulations of the city ordinance. The program will be managed and
operated by MOVE MV, an experienced nonprofit specializing in connecting
the unhoused to find safe places to stay and ultimately to permanent
housing. There is no evidence to support the appeal which claims the
program will jeopardize community safety because clients are insufficiently

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=eb11247a3e&e=174ead5265


vetted. MOVE MV operates four other church SPPs, two in Mountain View
and two in Palo Alto, using the same vetting criteria (required by the
funding agency, the County of Santa Clara) that will be used in the FCCPA
lot. None of these current programs has received any complaints from
neighbors or community members nor have there been any incidents
jeopardizing community safety. Santa Clara County prohibits the vetting
requested in the appeal as an unnecessary barrier to urgent assistance.
 
Safe Parking participants must:

Have a car, driver’s license, valid automobile registration, & insurance
Agree to work with  a case manager to secure permanent housing
Check in on a regular basis with the case manager
Consent to personal and car identification information being shared
with the Palo Alto Police Department
Be prepared for a security guard to randomly check on them
throughout the night
Agree to behavior standards (exit and entry times, no loud noise,
violence, guns, or alcohol)

You can email the entire council at: city.council@cityofpaloalto.org.
You can call the city council at:
 
Mayor Pat Burt            Pat.Burt@cityofpaloalto.org                  (650) 892-0925
Vice Mayor Lydia Kou Lydia.Kou@cityofpaloalto.org                (650) 308-9893
Alison Cormack           Alison.Cormack@cityofpaloalto.org       (650) 329-2480
Tom DuBois                 Tom.DuBois@cityofpaloalto.org            (415) 377-8455
Eric Filseth                   Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org              (650) 329-2162
Greer Stone                 Greer.Stone@cityofpaloalto.org            (650) 575-0405

PLEASE WRITE OR CALL THE CITY COUNCIL TODAY! ACTION NEEDED
BY 8/20.
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From: Angela He
To: Council, City
Subject: Support of Safe Parking at First Congregational Church of Palo Alto
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:14:16 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from angelahe101@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,

I am a resident of Palo Alto. I am writing to express my support for the plan for safe parking at
First Congregational Church of Palo Alto. The basis for the recent appeal does not seem
reasonable to me--there have no incidents been reported from the current safe parking sites in
Palo Alto, and there is rarely "extreme" weather in temperate Palo Alto that would warrant
idling of vehicles.

Sincerely,
Angela He

mailto:angelahe101@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Connie Cavanaugh
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking program at First Congregational Church, Palo Alto
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:51:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from chcavanaugh123@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Safe Parking program at First Congregational Church, Palo Alto

My family has lived 935 Elsinore Drive since 1990. This is a wonderful neighborhood and we
are blessed to be part of it. We raised our son here and are fortunate to have met wonderful
neighbors and friends. I am writing to support the Safe Parking Program at First Congressional
Church that is on the Consent Agenda for August 22.

We are very pleased that, through the efforts of FCC and the Safe Parking Program, our
neighborhood can help a few families at a time get connected to supportive services and have
a safe reliable parking spot for a short time.

Compassion rules as far as we are concerned. None of the objections in the appeal letter
outweigh the need to help families, one at a time, get housed. I think the track record of NO
COMPLAINTS in other neighborhoods committed to this program speaks well for the
program management.

This problem is close to home for our family. My husband and I been providing support of
various kinds to a single friend who has been living in her van for over a year. We know the
problems homeless individuals face daily just to ensure personal safety, cleanliness and meals.
Many situations are more complicated than we will ever know. The time and energy expended
to just get food, park in a safe place and maintain personal cleanliness takes away from time
needed to find a job and a more permanent place to live. Homeless can happen to anyone.

I urge the Council to approve this program application so we can start helping our homeless
neighbors as soon as possible.

Thank you.
Connie Cavanaugh
935 Elsinore Drive

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chcavanaugh123@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Lena Chow
To: Council, City
Subject: In Support of First Congregational Church’s Safe Parking Program
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:55:45 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lenalchow@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council,

As a long-time Palo Alto resident and business owner, I am writing in support of the First Congressional
Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit application, which is on the Consent Agenda of your
August 22 Council meeting.

First Congregational Church has followed Palo Alto Safe Parking Program guidelines, as unanimously
approved by the City Council in February 2020. First Congregational Church has set up its program in a
way that protects the safety of nearby residents while respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will
help.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently operate Safe Parking
Programs. Both programs are operating successfully, and neither church has received complaints of any
kind from neighbors or community members. 

I am gratified to learn that Palo Alto city staff recommends approval of the application. This is the right
thing to do for Palo Alto, a city that has abundant resources compared to many of our neighbors, and it is
one way to demonstrate that Palo Alto cares about the broader issue of homelessness.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lena Chow Kuhar

Palo Alto, CA 94301 

 

mailto:lenalchow@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Alice Smith
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking at First Congregational Church
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 10:38:09 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I wholeheartedly support the proposal to house the unhoused who are in vehicles
at First Congregational Church. 

In addition and not instead: why shouldn't the City house them in our Municipal
Garage and have toilets and showers there as well. In at 10 pm and out at 7 am .
This solution should include a vehicle for showers, washing clothes and toilets
and could be completed in the amount of time it takes to order the same .... An
additional easy solutions taken with so little effort and cost.  

We need to address the unhoused with thoughtful approaches which are mindful
that we need to find solutions not block them. 

Alice Schaffer Smith
850 Webster Street #520
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650 283 2822

mailto:alice.smith@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Patti Schaffer
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Yes!
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:19:07 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from pika3345@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

As a citizen of Palo Alto I strongly support the ‘Safe Parking’ program wherever it is offered. RV dwellers are part
of our community.

Thanking you in advance for doing the right thing.

Patti Schaffer

mailto:pika3345@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: David B. Cohen
To: Council, City
Subject: support for First Congregational Church’s Safe Parking Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:46:49 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from cohen.davidb@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am writing in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe
Parking permit application which is on the Consent Agenda of your August 22nd Council
meeting. As both a resident and teacher in Palo Alto for over 20 years, I'm committed to
policies and practices that make our community more humane, and more supportive of
people in need. The frequent "othering" of people who are unhoused does not reflect well on
anyone, and I'm proud to be part of a community that can get behind these small steps to make
a positive difference. 

I appreciate Council's unanimous approval of the Safe Parking Program in February 2020 as
small and welcome step to mitigate our regional homelessness crisis. The rules and regulations
for this program, and its success at other sites, should be more than sufficient to address
resident concerns. There will always be some people who object, offering dire predictions and
worst case scenarios which I hope will not sway you from advancing this program and giving
needed support to people who are unhoused.

In my neighborhood, and near my school, I see people struggling to get by, living out of cars,
vans, and RVs. It is the right thing to do for Palo Alto to adopt humane policies that help
people stay safe and access services. The safe parking program includes multiple safeguards
that address any reasonable concerns from residents, and in fact, adopting the policy should
have beneficial effects even beyond the individuals and families directly accessing the
services. 

I encourage your approval of the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent
Calendar at your August 22nd Council meeting. Thank you for reading this message.

Sincerely,

David Cohen

mailto:cohen.davidb@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: michelle higgins
To: Council, City
Subject: First Congregational Safe Parking Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:23:53 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mich_higgins@hotmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am a Palo Alto resident and live near Lucie Stern Community Center, not far from First
Congregational Church. I have 4 children, 2 graduates of PAUSD and 2 currently attending
Paly. I moved here with my family 11 years ago from Sydney, Australia and love being a
part of this community. While not members of First Congregational Church, I have many
friends who are and appreciate the Church’s very visible support for Black Lives Matters
and the LGBTQ community. They are clearly a Church who put their values of justice, care
and inclusivity into action in ways that are tangible and meaningful. 

As a community member, I am writing in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo
Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit application which is on the Consent Agenda of your
August 22nd Council meeting.

In recent years I have become very conscious of the related issues of poverty and
homelessness in Palo Alto and specifically concerned that there are students attending
PAUSD who lack the security of permanent housing, including those living in RVs on El
Camino or cars on residential streets around Palo Alto. I was part of a working group at the
onset of the pandemic, made up of parents, who worked with district personnel to ensure
that all families — including families living out of their vehicles — had access to wifi,
computers, meals and other resources when schools shut down. It was eye opening to
learn the extent of these issues in our community and gratifying to see so many pulling
together to find ways to maximize support for all in our community. 

Closer to home, during this period I noticed that a family was clearly living out of their small
sedan, parking in and around Lucie Stern. They never created any sort of disturbance and
my only concern was for their safety. My hope is that families like this one, short of being
able to access affordable housing, are provided with safe and supportive refuge in a
program like that being proposed at First Congregational Church. 

I feel that a community as well-resourced as Palo Alto should be doing far more to ensure
that we are not only a town for the ‘haves.’ I fear that attitudes like those expressed by
opponents of the safe parking program take us further away from living up to the
progressive inclusive values of the community I chose to become a part of just over a
decade ago. I want my children to see themselves as having a future that includes the
possibility of remaining in Palo Alto as adults if they wish, and that this does not depend on
them becoming tech entrepreneurs or hedge fund managers. Whether or not they can
afford to live here in the future will not be the only criteria that attracts or repels new

mailto:mich_higgins@hotmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


generations. It will also be whether they see a vibrant diverse community or one whose
defining characteristic is wealth and its maintenance.

In the midst of a serious Bay Area wide housing crisis, providing overnight parking and
support services for the occupants of four cars in a church parking lot should be completely
non-controversial. In fact, rather than opposing the program my hope would be that the
need for such a program would see our community asking why we aren’t doing more. 

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar
at your August 22nd Council meeting.

Sincerely,

Michelle Higgins 



From: Kwanza Price
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Permit Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 5:23:20 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from kwanzaprice@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

 Dear Mayor Burt and Honorable City Council Members:
 
I am writing to express my support for the Safe Parking Program permit application by First 
Congregational Church, and to ask you to leave the item on the Consent calendar so that it can be 
approved and start helping people immediately, and so that you can go on to the urgent business of the 
Housing Element Draft Goals, Policies and Programs. 
 
As you are already very aware, homeless people are here, in Palo Alto and more than 40% are renters 
from my understanding. As you know, some are already sleeping in their cars in our community in various 
locations around town. Many of them have jobs, friends, family members, and children in school in Palo 
Alto. Moreover, many of them are directly serving our community as civil servants, nannies, 
housekeepers, etc. We need them here and we need to support them by allowing them, if nothing else, to 
take up dwelling in their own vehicles. Is it better for them to be on the street? Or in a dangerous shelter?
 
In order to help get people out of sleeping in their cars and into more stable housing, everyone who was 
on the Council on February 24, 2020 voted unanimously  to approve the formation of the program, 
including Council Members Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kou, and Tanaka, and now-former members Fine 
and Kniss.
 
As you know, when we move these folks into Safe Parking Programs, they are connected to services, 
and they are subject to enforceable rules about idling their cars.
 
The Safe Parking Program keeps us all safer in these ways:

The people in the program are professionally screened and then connected to programs and 
services that help them;

Rules about any car idling can be enforced;

The vehicle dwellers form ongoing, accountable relationships with case workers, which helps 
them move back into stable housing, and if not already employed, to get jobs.

 
As to the car exhaust issue raised by the appellant, Mr. Todor Ganev, it would seem likely that he would 
keep his windows closed on nights when the temperature is expected to go below 40 degrees between 7 
PM and 7 AM. If that is the case, that would mitigate any exhaust that might potentially come from the 
parked cars. It would also mitigate the ongoing exhaust already coming from the cars on Embarcadero 
Road, which is closer to his house than the proposed parking spaces. The parked cars are also allowed 
to idle briefly if the overnight (7 PM to 7 AM) temperature is above 85 degrees, but that has not happened 

mailto:kwanzaprice@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


in any records I can find. This issue would seem to be resolvable with good faith efforts from both parties, 
and need not be a roadblock to allowing the program to proceed at this time.
 
As to the safety/background check issue, the Council had a robust discussion about that at its meeting on 
August 30, 2021, when Council was considering Stevenson House’s appeal of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church’s Safe Parking Permit Program. Mr. Ganev has raised the exact same concerns as Stevenson 
House, using the exact same language as was used in the Stevenson House appeal letter. Stevenson 
House dropped their appeal before the item was brought back to Council, indicating that they resolved 
their concerns. They’ve been given the opportunity to voice their concerns once the program started 
operating, and they have not registered even one concern.
 
Additionally, we have evidence from both the Unitarian Universalist Church’s and Highway Church’s 
programs. Neither church has experienced any safety issues of any kind. Zero. There are multiple ways 
for neighbors to register their concerns, and not one person has registered even one concern about either 
program. None. This spotless safety record must be taken for what it is - evidence that the program 
as constructed by the City Council, and as implemented by Move Mountain View, is safe.
 
To sum up, the Safe Parking Program is safe for neighbors and for vehicle dwellers, and it works. We are 
grateful to you for approving the program. We look forward to seeing First Congregational Church’s 
program succeed, just as the ones at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway 
Church’s programs are already succeeding.
 
Regards,
Kwanza Price
Palo Alto resident and caregiver



From: Sheri Morrison
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of First Congregational Church"s application to be a Safe Parking site
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 5:01:56 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from morrison.sheri@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable Council Members,

I am a member of Congregation Etz Chayim in Palo Alto and am in full support of FCC's
application for the Safe Parking Program which is on the Council's Consent Agenda for
August 22.

The concern voiced by some residents about public safety seems to be based on unfounded
fears.

The Safe Parking Program has regulations about who is eligible to utilize it and has good
safety measures in place.

Two other local churches have already been offering this program at their sites and have had
no problems.

This is a very important program for the community and well worth supporting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sheri

mailto:morrison.sheri@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Wendie Lash
To: Council, City
Subject: Support the First Congregational Church"s Safe Parking Site Application
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:48:01 PM
Attachments: YouTube-icon.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from wendie@bambi.net. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Council Members,

I am long time resident of the area and my family has been in Palo Alto for many decades. In
fact my father-in-law founded the plastic surgery department at the Palo Alto Clinic, my
husband went to Palo Alto schools from K-12, and I am a spiritual director, a meditation
teacher, and a service leader at Congregation Etz Chayim in Palo Alto. 

When I moved here 43 years ago for college, Palo Alto had so many more affordable housing
options than they do now. In fact our son, who is in high tech and makes a good salary, moved
from Palo Alto to Sacramento with his wife, a Stanford PhD, because of the housing costs and
now works remotely. So many people do not have the opportunity to work remotely like my
family does. This is why I support the First Congregational Church’s Safe Parking Permit
application on the agenda for the August 22 council meeting. 

I worked in high tech and know how Palo Alto has changed a lot in the past few decades.  
Unfortunately that means that house costs have priced the average working out of living in the
area. We need to have open hearts about how to support people who are not wishing to be
unhoused but finding their only alternative is to live in their cars. We need to strike down
NIMBY-ism and support the local faith communities that are opening up their support to find
a safe place for people to live in their cars and to get them plugged into support so they can
move into housing. Safe Parking does just that. The Safe Parking Program is designed to
protect the safety of nearby residents while respecting the dignity of those who are unhoused. 

You should know that other faith communities are doing this successfully in Palo Alto in in
surrounding areas, but we need more safe parking options to get cars that people are living in
into places where they are meant to be.

I urge you to support First Congregational Church’s Safe Parking application. 

Thank you,

Wendie Bernstein Lash, M.S. (she/her)
Spiritual Entrepreneur
spiritual guidance and supervision  ~  meditation ~ chanting
www.wendielash.com ~ 650-365-6093

Subscribe to my email list

mailto:wendie@bambi.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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 YouTube meditations

Courage is an inner resolution to go forward despite obstacles. Cowardice is submissive 
surrender to circumstances. Courage breeds creativity; Cowardice represses fear and is 
mastered by it. - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr

It’s our insides that make us who we are, that allow us to dream and wonder and feel
for others. That’s what’s essential. That’s what will always make the biggest
difference in our world. - Fred Rogers          

https://www.youtube.com/user/wendie60


From: Elizabeth Beheler
To: Council, City
Subject: First Congregational Church Safe Parking Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:42:56 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from elizabeth.beheler@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

Thank you for your time and work for the city. 

I'm writing in support of allowing 4 cars to park overnight in the church parking lot. It's only 4
cars, we can see how it works out, and it's a very small thing we can do for a very big
problem. 

mailto:elizabeth.beheler@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Elizabeth Ratner
To: Council, City
Subject: Re: August 22 Council meeting, consent agenda item 4: FCCPA Safe Parking Application
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:02:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am a long-time Palo Alto resident writing to support the application of the First
Congregational Church of Palo Alto to host a safe parking program for up to four vehicles.

The need for this short-term solution to our housing shortage has been recognized by the city
council in the ordinance establishing the program which states:

"The number of households dwelling in vehicles has grown substantially in the past
decade. The lack of stable, affordable housing and other life circumstances have
contributed to this growth. B. On thoroughfares throughout the city, individuals,
families, and households of many kinds can be found dwelling in recreational vehicles,
trucks, vans, cars, and other motorized vehicles. C. The City must, for the health, safety,
and welfare of the community, identify and implement short-term and long-term
solutions that support these households as they pursue and ultimately secure affordable,
stable housing. Safe parking programs, which offer off-street, authorized parking spots
in parking lots for households dwelling in their vehicles, represent a short-term
solution."

The Safe Parking Program will relieve vehicle dwellers from the fear and anxiety of sleeping
on the streets, connect them with case workers who will help them find permanent housing,
and make our neighborhoods safer. The nonprofit MOVE MV, the operator of the program,
has experience with two church SPP in Mountain View and two in Palo Alto. None of these
programs have received complaints from the neighborhoods in which they are located. 

The major reason people are sleeping in their vehicles in Palo Alto is because the rents are too
high. Many are elderly, single parents with children, or disabled. These people are our
neighbors and many have been so for years. The FCCPA application meets all the
requirements of the city's ordinance. Please approve the application and deny the appeal.

Sincerely,
Lisa Ratner

mailto:elizabeth.ratner@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Emily Young
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Programs at Congregations in Palo Alto
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 12:43:18 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from emilyjeanyoung@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Members, 

I am writing in support of allowing safe parking programs at congregations in Palo Alto.  I am
a member at Etz Chayim and we are interested in supporting Safe Parking Programs in the
city.  Two churches have moved forward with programs and there have been no problems. 
Now First Congregational Church has had some objections from a couple neighbors but we
feel the council should support the program and help to quell neighbors' groundless fears.

Folks who are in the Safe Parking  program are working with Move Mountain View and social
workers to find permanent housing.  These people (who need help) are members of our
community and would be parking on streets anyway.  But they could be in less safe situations
and not in a program that will help them to obtain more permanent housing.  

Please support the First Congregational proposal and help a few more individuals to cross the
bridge to temporary and then more permanent housing.  This is a humanitarian issue and Palo
Alto must step up to be a leader!!!!  

Sincerely,

Emily Young and Stephen Branz

42 year residents of Palo Alto and members of Etz Chayim.  

-- 
Emily Young
402 El Verano Ave
Palo Alto, CA  94306
home: 650-856-9571
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From: Sally Ahnger
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 12:40:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sahnger@yahoo.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi City Council Members,
I am a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto (UUCPA) and am writing to urge you to
approve the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking Permit which is on the
Consent Calendar of your August 22nd Council meeting.  It doesn't need another public hearing.  I
attended the one that was held a while ago and all the stated concerns were addressed.  UUCPA has
operated a Safe Parking program for the last 10 months and we have had no problems at all.  Giving
vehicle dwellers a safe place to park allows them to focus on finding permanent housing instead of
worrying every day about where they are going to park that night.  The participants in this program are
well-screened and pose no danger to the neighborhood.
Thanks for your consideration,
Sally Ahnger
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From: Joy Sleizer
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 12:09:17 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from joy.sleizer142@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Member,

 I strongly support the efforts of the Palo Alto City Council to provide a pathway to stable housing for
those in our community who are unhoused.  The Safe Parking Program is one such pathway and offers
local churches the option of providing safe parking for individuals who have been sleeping in their cars on
city streets.  

I write today in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit
application which is on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in their cars and helps connect them to
more permanent housing options.  The Safe Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all
nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently host Safe Parking
Programs.  Both programs are operating successfully and neither church has received complaints from
neighbors or community members.  FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations
established by the City of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department. 

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your
August 22nd Council meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Joy Sleizer

850 Webster St #706

Palo Alto, CA 94301

650-324-425
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From: David Bergen
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of safe parking at First Congregational Church
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 12:06:10 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bergen.david@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Councilpersons,

I am a Palo Alto resident and live in Leland Manor, just a short walk away from First
Congregational Church. I am writing to strongly urge you to approve FCC’s permit for an
overnight safe parking program for unhoused vehicle dwellers on their site.

The overnight safe parking programs at church lots have proven to be a safe way to get vehicle
dwellers off of the streets and into a managed program where they are helped to find more
permanent housing. The lot operator for this program is already managing overnight safe
parking programs at four churches, including two in Palo Alto, and I understand they have had
no incidents with safety or crime. Faith-based communities should be encouraged to use their
resources for programs like this to better serve those who live in their midst. 

I strongly encourage you to uphold the Planning Department decision to approve FCC’S
permit.

Thank you for your consideration,

David Bergen
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From: Cynthia Chin-Lee
To: Council, City; Cynthia Chin-Lee
Subject: Writing in Support of First Cong of Palo Alto (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:36:22 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from cynthiachinlee@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council members,

I'm an elder at First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto and strongly support the efforts of the Palo Alto City
Council to provide a pathway to stable housing for those in our community who are unhoused.  The Safe
Parking Program is one such pathway and offers local churches the option of providing safe parking for
individuals who have been sleeping in their cars on city streets.  

We write today in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit
application which is on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in their cars and helps connect them to
more permanent housing options.  The Safe Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all
nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently host Safe Parking
Programs.  Both programs are operating successfully and neither church has received complaints from
neighbors or community members.  FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations
established by the City of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department. 

We urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your
August 22nd Council meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Chin-Lee

-- 
Cynthia (Cyndi) Chin-Lee (She/Her)
Speaker, Author, and Diversity Change Agent
Author: Amelia to Zora: Twenty-six Women Who Changed the World
Living on Muwekma, Ohlone, and Ramaytush land
cynthiachinlee.com
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From: LWV of Palo Alto
To: Council, City
Subject: August 22 Council meeting, consent calendar item 4-FCCPA Safe Parking Application
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:56:05 AM
Attachments: LWVPAsafeparkingltr (1).docx

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

The League of Women Voters of Palo Alto writes in support of the FCCPA's Safe Parking
Application, item 4 on the Consent Calendar. Our letter of support is attached.
Thank you.

-- 
League of Women Voters of Palo Alto
3921 E. Bayshore Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Phone: (650) 903-0600
Web: www.lwvpaloalto.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PaloAltoLeague/
Twitter: www.twitter.com/lwvpaloalto

mailto:lwvpaoffice@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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August 18, 2022

Dear Mayor Burt and Honorable City Council members:

RE: August 22 Consent Calendar, FCCPA Safe Parking Application

The League of Women Voters of Palo Alto writes today in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit application on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

The League of Women Voters of California supports actions to reduce and eliminate homelessness, both sheltered and unsheltered, throughout the State. LWVC also supports venues which meet the basic needs of people experiencing homelessness for personal hygiene, storage, and trash removal, as well as for safe spaces in which to live.

The LWV of Palo Alto strongly supports the efforts of the Palo Alto City Council to provide a pathway to stable housing for those in our community who are unhoused.The City’s Safe Parking Program offers local churches the option of providing temporary, safe overnight parking for individuals who have been sleeping in their cars on city streets, while connecting them to permanent housing options. 

Safe Parking provides a much safer place than the streets to sleep for individuals living in their cars. The Safe Parking Program is set up to protect the safety of all nearby residents while at the same time protecting the safety of and respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The FCCPA’s Safe Parking Program will be run by Move MV, an experienced nonprofit. Currently, four churches host safe parking programs with Move MV as the operator, two in Mountain View and two in Palo Alto (Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church). None of these programs (some operating since 2018) have received complaints from neighbors or community members. 

The appeal against this approval appears to be based on a belief that a criminal background check of car dwellers needs to be imposed. The County of Santa Clara, which is funding this program, has a “Housing First” policy—endorsed by LWVC—which requires funded programs not use such background checks, as they are an unnecessary barrier to timely emergency housing help. Note that the City of Santa Barbara has been successfully operating a safe parking program without criminal background checks for more than 20 years. 

We urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your August 22nd Council meeting.

Sincerely,



President, League of Women Voters, Palo Alto





image2.jpg



image1.png





From: Barbara Susco
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking Permit Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:51:00 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bsusco@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Burt and Honorable City Council Members,
 
I am writing to express my support for the Safe Parking Program permit application by First 
Congregational Church, and to ask you to leave the item on the Consent calendar so that it can be 
approved and start helping people immediately. I consider myself a neighbor of this church, living on 
Primrose Way for 32 years. 

As I see it - churches in general hold large events and do community outreach. Living near a church, one 
should expect that. First Congregational Church has participated in Hotel de Zink from its inception. This 
is a program that works with a similar population of people giving emergency housing for 15 people for a 
month a year. This church has shown its commitment to help with the housing crisis we are currently in. 
Bigger solutions are required, but in the meantime I appreciate First Congo's willingness to help these 
people in need.

Thank you,
Barbara Susco
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From: Betsy Hart Rosoff
To: Council, City
Cc: Burt, Patrick; Kou, Lydia; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Stone, Greer; Tanaka, Greg
Subject: Support for First Congregational Church’s Safe Parking Program
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:40:15 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from betsyhartrosoff@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,

I am writing to express my support for the Safe Parking Program at First Congregational Church which is on the
Consent Agenda of your August 22nd Council meeting

We have been in Palo Alto since 2013. I live nearby, a 5 minutes walk (.3 miles), on El Cajon Way with my 2 small
children. I feel that the Safe Parking Program does not pose any danger to myself or my neighborhood. I appreciate
the thoughtful plans that First Congregation Church have made that offers safety and support to these vulnerable
people living in their cars.

The Safe Parking Program currently at The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church are
operating successfully without incident nor any complaints from neighbors or community members.

Thank you for unanimously approving the Safe Parking Program in February 2020. I am proud of the commitment
that Palo Alto has made to help the less fortunate members of our community.

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your upcoming
council meeting.

Sincerely,
Betsy Rosoff
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From: susan chamberlain
To: Council, City
Subject: Support of FCCPA Safe Parking permit
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:25:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Councilmembers.

First Presbyterian Church Palo Alto strongly supports the efforts of the Palo Alto City Council to provide a
pathway to stable housing for those in our community who are unhoused.  The Safe Parking Program is
one such pathway and offers local churches the option of providing safe parking for individuals who have
been sleeping in their cars on city streets.  

I write today in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit
application which is on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in their cars and helps connect them to
more permanent housing options.  The Safe Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all
nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently host Safe Parking
Programs.  Both programs are operating successfully and neither church has received complaints from
neighbors or community members.  FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations
established by the City of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department. 

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your
August 22nd Council meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan Chamberlain

mailto:suschamberlain@gmail.com
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From: Pat Kinney
To: Council, City
Subject: Please Support the Safe Parking Program at First Congregational Church
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 9:15:41 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from pkinney48235@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Council Members,

I strongly support the efforts of the Palo Alto City Council to provide a pathway to stable housing for those
in our community who are unhoused.  The Safe Parking Program is one such pathway and offers local
churches the option of providing safe parking for individuals who have been sleeping in their cars on city
streets.  

I write today in support of the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto’s (FCCPA) Safe Parking permit
application which is on the Consent Agenda of the August 22nd Council meeting.

Safe Parking provides a safe place to sleep for individuals living in their cars and helps connect them to
more permanent housing options.  The Safe Parking Program is set up in a way to protect the safety of all
nearby residents while at the same time respecting the privacy and dignity of the people it will help.   

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto and the Highway Church currently host Safe Parking
Programs.  Both programs are operating successfully and neither church has received complaints from
neighbors or community members.  FCCPA’s application is in full compliance with the regulations
established by the City of Palo Alto and has been recommended for approval by the City’s Planning
Department. 

I urge you to approve the FCCPA Safe Parking Application as part of the Consent Calendar at your
August 22nd Council meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Patricia Kinney

Wildwood Lane,
Palo Alto 
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From: Chris Colohan
To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Parking at First Congregational
Date: Monday, August 15, 2022 6:15:11 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from chris@colohan.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am writing to urge the city council to support the application for a Safe Parking Program
permit at First Congregational Church.

Our community desperately needs more affordable housing.  This is graphically illustrated by
the fact that we have residents sleeping in cars, vans, and camper vehicles.  Clearly these folks
have ties to the community, as they would use those vehicles to go somewhere less expensive
to sleep and eat without such ties.

Are better solutions necessary to house our car sleeping residents?  Absolutely.  Is this a stop-
gap solution until such solutions exist?  Yes.  Would it be cruel to add yet more delay to the
start of this badly needed program?  Yes again.

The choice is not between welcoming these four cars into the church parking lot or having
them not be here.  The choice is between having these residents park in a safe, controlled
environment, or having them park where they choose on our streets.  Given these alternatives,
this program seems obviously beneficial.

Safe Parking Programs at two other churches in our city have run without a hitch so far.  There
have been no complaints that I'm aware of.  The First Congregational Church has been
engaging with the local community, and appear to be willing to work with neighbours and
hear their fears and concerns.

I once again urge you -- please approve this permit application so it can be implemented
without delay.

Thank you!

Chris Colohan
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