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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimberly Thacker <kdawnkali@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 10:08 PM
Council, City
Protect and revitalize our Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,
I'm sure it has been a tiring and disheartening year for you, as it has been for all of us. I'm writing to beg you to
reconsider your further cuts to our outstanding Children's Theatre. Our children and youth have suffered so much loss
this year of friends, school, activities, passions, family, and security. In this time where there is finally hope, please don't
take it away.
For many child and youth performers, the Children's Theatre is so much more than an "extra," it is the center of their
friend community, a place of mentorship, a space to release their fears and anxieties, and a chance to express their voice
and creativity. Additionally, for many in the program, the Theatre does more for kids and youth struggling with mental
health or learning differences than other therapies and programs. This is especially true this year when so many of us
parents have helplessly watched our normally happy kids fall into depression, apathy, and cynicism. So many kids have
been looking forward to a chance to perform again, hoping that it will be this year as vaccines have spread and cases
have lowered.
Please consider these points and take the time and energy to rethink your proposed cuts, and even maybe revitalize our
wonderful programs by returning some of the budget cut last year.

Your cuts would reduce the number of performances from 28 in a regular year to only 5 (with none in schools), and
the amount of kids who can perform from 593 to around 35. You are taking away the opportunity for over 500 kids and
youth to perform and for thousands to enjoy watching live theatre.
The Children's Theatre is unique in its performance policy of accepting donations rather than a pay to perform

program. This allows those who are economically disadvantaged in our community to perform, often the only after-school
or arts activity available to them. This is true for even more kids during the pandemic. Your funding makes this possible
The Children's Theatre staff is comprised of many individuals who are talented experts in their fields and have built

up an amazing and professional program that is a tribute to the community. What can be torn down quickly is much
harder to rebuild.
A year is a long time for kids. Two years of no theatre is half of a student's high school, almost all of middle school,

all of 4th and 5th grade. It can be easy for adults to think it's just one more year, but putting off performance for another
year is very significant for our kids.
So many of our kids are struggling with depression and anxiety, more than any other time they need an outlet for

expression, accomplishment, and joy.
The parent community realizes the economy is struggling. We know money is short and the City has a significant income
loss and hard choices need to be made. What we're asking is that you take the extra time to think outside the box and
take emergency and novel measures to give the community hope, joy, and passion after this year of heartache, anxiety,
and loss. Consider what the city could put off for a few years in order to protect and revitalize the Children's Theatre and
other community services that provide emotional and social benefits that are so needed right now.
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The budget cuts last year crippled our theatre, please don't destroy it! Prioritize and show compassion for our kids and
youth and give them the gift of performance.
Sincerely, Kim Thacker
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michele Wang <meeshwang@gmail.com>
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 9:52 AM
Council, City
Please SUPPORT the Palo Alto Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear City Council,
I am writing to encourage you to support the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre. I understand that the city is planning for
another round of cuts in 2021, just as our children were getting so excited to finally be able to re‐join their beloved
community.
In 2020, the city cut 45% of the total budget for the Children’s Theatre. That left a bare bones staff to try and fulfill
connection and arts expression for our local youth. Now, in 2021, the city is looking to reduce the budget AGAIN by up
to $300,000 for a total budget cut of 61% over the two years.
The theatre provides a safe community for children to express themselves and connect to like minded youth. The
leadership at the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre has been wonderful at providing guidance, opportunities for expression
and resources for our children for 88 years. With these deep cuts, our children will no longer have access to their strong
community or opportunities to express themselves. It devastates me to see this city jewel dwindle.
I am urging the Palo Alto City Council to please reconsider that this resource is so special to so many creative children in
Palo Alto.

Thank you,
Michele Wang
Board Member of Friends of The Palo Alto Children’s Theatre Mother and Resident of Palo Alto since 2001
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Claire Morse <clairemorse4@gmail.com>
Monday, April 26, 2021 11:39 PM
Council, City
Palo Alto Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

To Whomever This May Concern,
I am writing to express my support of the Palo Alto Children's Theatre and to encourage the City Council to reconsider its
reductions to the Children's Theatre budget. My name is Claire Morse, and I have lived in Palo Alto for 8 years. In that
time, I have participated in six shows at the PACT, both as an actor and a stagehand.
I learned all about stagecraft from the PACT, and I also met my current best friends during a show. The Children's
Theatre was a place for me to expand my horizons and share a work of art with the community, and I will always be
grateful for the opportunities it granted me. Without the Children's Theatre, I would not have the self‐confidence or the
love of theatre that I do today, both of which have guided me through my life as I have grown. Some of my happiest
memories are from the shows I have worked on at the Children's Theatre, and I would be devastated if other kids were
deprived of the chance to grow and learn through the collaborative and friendly exposure to the dramatic arts that the
Children's Theatre offers. I have met so many amazing people and had so many incredible experiences at the Children's
Theatre, and I cannot stress how much the Children's Theatre has meant to me for the past eight years. I urge you to
continue to support the Children's Theatre, and through it, to support all of the creative children of this community who
need a place to feel welcomed.
Thank you so much for your time.
Sincerely,
Claire Morse
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Priya Satia <psatia@stanford.edu>
Monday, April 26, 2021 2:30 PM
news@padailypost.com; Council, City
budget cuts to PACT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear PA City Council,
Thank you for all the work you do to serve our community. I am writing to appeal to you about the proposed budget
reductions for the Palo Alto Children's Theater‐‐on top of major cuts from last year.
This is dismaying news, especially as we are at a point where we have hope that theatre performances may soon be able
to resume, along with the PACT's many other cherished programs. This theater is the beating heart of our children's
community, and the proposed cuts will eliminate performance and crew experiences for its core age group, hollowing it
out.
Both my children have been active in the theatre‐‐my son was cast in a play, to his delight, just before lockdown, and
waited patiently all year for rehearsals to restart, to no avail. But this year brings new hope, and these cuts strike a blow
for children who have already lost a great deal.
The theater has been part of our life since my older one (age 15) was 2 or 3. The staff there are a source of warmth and
friendship and mentorship to my kids. The community is welcoming and nurturing. It is a different kind of teamwork for
kids who may not thrive in team sports (like my younger one). He loves to act and do tech. My older one acts and writes
scripts. They love their theater friends, who they don't get to meet at school. They love Mr. Lucky and all the directors
and Mr.
Richard at the desk. Please don't take away this essential resource for kids to act, design, produce, and, most
importantly, watch theater.
Surely, we can find ways to supplement the budget and keep the theater open? Theater tickets and refreshment sales
and donations can be enhanced, perhaps?
The PACT's reach extends well beyond Palo Alto; it is a regional treasure. Please, let's do what's needed to keep this
jewel shining at its best.
Please give our children a chance to reconnect with this essential human artform, after a year of losing it from their
lives.
Thank you for considering this request,
Very best,
Priya Satia
‐‐
Priya Satia
5

Raymond A. Spruance Professor of International History Professor of History Department of History Stanford University
Stanford, CA 94305‐2024
Email: psatia@stanford.edu
Web: http://history.stanford.edu/people/priya‐satia
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Eric Rosenblum <mitericr@gmail.com>
Monday, April 26, 2021 1:55 PM
Council, City
Fwd: Save the Palo Alto Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

To the Council
I am writing to support the Palo Alto Children's theater, and to urge City Council to not make further cuts to their
already precarious budget.
The Children's Theater is the sort of institution that makes Palo Alto truly special‐‐ there is really nothing like it up and
down the peninsula. It is one of the few institutions that binds the whole city together‐‐ are there any parents who have
not taken their kids to the Hotdog Theater in the summer?
For kids, it is precious. There are plenty of local opportunities for "sports kids", "science kids" and "music kids". However,
there is very little theater in the early grades in school. The genius of the Children's Theater is that it has not only given
these kids a home, it is a home for life. The kids who grow up at the Children's Theater become members of the Teen
Arts Council, and put on music festivals, film festivals, poetry slams, and art exhibitions. All of this is "by kids, for kids"‐‐
they do everything (just like at the Children's Theater shows‐‐ the kids are working crew, taking tickets, ushering,
hawking concessions, and manning the till. In a day‐and‐age where many of us worry about overly involved parents and
overly coddled kids, the Children's Theater has consciously kept the parents at an appropriate remove‐‐ this is for the
kids.
I understand that Palo Alto, like many cities, is facing a severe budget crisis. There are many sacred cows that will have
to be sacrificed. However, the money that we're talking about in this case is peanuts in the grand scheme of things. A
parking space in Palo Alto costs $60,000 apiece to construct, and yet we have no shortage of parking spaces.
Please consider the unique nature of the Palo Alto Children's Theater, and please realize that a severely truncated
program would mean that it would no longer be a home to so many kids. It will be neither here nor there‐‐ too
infrequent to be meaningful in a child's life, and yet still a significant budgetary commitment for the city.
Hoping that Council will recognize this,
Eric Rosenblum
154 Bryant St (and parent of 2 former Children's Theater kids)

‐‐
Eric Rosenblum
650 575 5616
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lina Crane <lina.crane@gmail.com>
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 1:04 PM
Council, City
Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

I am horrified to read that the council has, for the second year, depleted the revenue allocated to the
Children's Theatre.
Without these funds, they will be unable to visit schools, put on many plays, and have hot dog times outdoors.
The total of 61% decrease is extraordinary and a blow to the community.
Please revisit your egregious and restore value to this valuable agency.
Sincerely
Lina Crane
*
*
*
*
*
*
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lina Crane <lina.crane@gmail.com>
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 1:06 PM
Council, City
Re: Your e-mail to City Council was received

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Sorry: should be " egregious action "
from lina Crane
On 4/27/21, Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:
> Thank you for your comments to the City Council. Your e‐mail will be
> forwarded to all seven Council Members and a printout of your
> correspondence will also be included in the next available Council packet.
>
> If your comments are about an item that is already scheduled for a
> City Council agenda, you can call (650) 329‐2571 to confirm that the
> item is still on the agenda for the next meeting.
>
> If your letter mentions a specific complaint or a request for service,
> we'll either reply with an explanation or else send it on to the
> appropriate department for clarification.
>
> We appreciate hearing from you.
>

‐‐
*LFC from lina*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Mills <chulamills@gmail.com>
Monday, April 26, 2021 8:19 PM
Council, City
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,
We recently became aware that the Palo Alto Children's Theatre is at risk of losing substantial funding from
the city. We find this decision very disturbing and we urge the City Council to reconsider.
Our daughter, a junior in high school, has been participating in PACT programs since she was 10 years old. On
a personal level, the PACT has been a place of growth, happiness and friendship for our daughter. She has
developed as an artist and a performer, but more importantly she has built lasting relationships with both
fellow cast and crew, as well as with the incredible staff of the PACT.
On the community level, the PACT has been a beloved institution and source of civic pride within Palo Alto for
nearly 90 years. It serves as a safe space for children of all types to build friendships and gain exposure to the
arts in an inclusive environment. We have witnessed the children who participate in PACT programs develop
self‐confidence and public speaking skills while learning how to work as a creative team. Unlike sports, for
which there are many public and private options for participation, the PACT is one of the very few programs
available for children to explore the arts. Because the PACT does not charge children to participate, the PACT
is open to all children in the community, regardless of their economic circumstances. In a time when many
families are struggling financially, this benefit cannot be overstated. Finally, beyond those participating in the
shows, we have seen many people from the parts of the community, young and old, delight in attending the
PACT performances and watching the children of our community shine.
In this time of great stress, it is our long‐standing traditions and institutions that sustain us. We understand
that shows and gatherings have needed to be curtailed during the ongoing public health crisis, but we urge
you to offer hope to the children of this area that their beloved theatre might return as soon as it can do so
safely. We ask that funding be restored as soon as possible to allow operations to resume once it is safe to do
so. We encourage you to look for private or other funding options as well. The Palo Alto Children’s Theatre is a
jewel in this community and maintaining it through this difficult time should be a priority for the City Counsel.
Best regards,
Josh and Linda Mills
Sent from my iPhone
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Santana <esantana@paplayers.org>
Monday, May 3, 2021 12:37 PM
Council, City
Palo Alto Players support of critical funding for City facilities cleaning and sanitation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,
It was such an honor to have the opportunity to address the Council on March 15th on behalf of Palo Alto Players. We
were so honored to receive a proclamation for our 90 years of service to the community and are so grateful to the City
of Palo Alto for the continued support.
I write to you today with a humble request as you begin some difficult budget deliberations and the City continues to
face financial challenges from the pandemic.
The Community Services department has requested that the Lucie Stern Community Theatre be put on the list for City
spaces that receive daily sanitation and cleanings (when in use). I humbly ask for the City Council to approve the
budget to reinstate the janitorial services in the Lucie Stern Community Theater that were cut when performances
were cancelled due to the pandemic. Palo Alto Players, along with our resident theatre partners, West Bay Opera and
Theatreworks Silicon Valley, plan to resume our residence in the theatre space in the 2021‐22 fiscal year.
As Palo Alto Players works to meet the safety standards relating to Covid‐19 to resume public performances, the health
and safety of our artists and audiences is our first priority. We have made challenging and prudent business decisions
over the last year to survive so that we can bring back performing arts programming to the community and be an
economic driver for the City of Palo Alto.
It is critical to fund those services that make it possible to resume public events, for the benefit of the local economy,
and for the social and emotional wellbeing we so desperately need right now. Assuring that City facilities are clean and
safe for the community is one of the most effective uses of the City's limited resources.
Thank you for your consideration and I hope to see you at the theatre soon!
Elizabeth
‐‐
Elizabeth Santana
Managing Director
Email: esantana@paplayers.org
Support Your Local Theatre Company!
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To help protect y our priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

Palo Alto Players-Peninsula Center Stage
The Peninsula’s First Theatre Company
1305 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Phone: 650.363.8582
Box Office: 650.329.0891
www.paplayers.org
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth May <elizabethmay@gmail.com>
Monday, May 3, 2021 12:05 PM
Council, City
Palo Alto Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,
We recognize Palo Alto has challenging times ahead and cost savings must be found. We have also read that further cuts
to the Palo Alto Children's Theater Program, PACT are part of the budget discussion. Our children have participated in a
few shows as well as summer camps over the years. As a family we've often attended Main Stage and Hot Dog shows,
sharing the joy of our little theater with our grandparents and friends. Our little theater is such a treasure and over the
years the investments to modernize and expand the theater space in LSC have been thoughtfully and wisely
done. Preserving this space has required dedication by the City.
In the past year children who connected to most sports were able to resume activities outside. But theater and
performance remains absent for most kids other than some zoom alternatives. When our kids resume in person
activities all kids need opportunities to re‐engage with their peers and adults. PACT serves a different population of
students who have been isolated and with limited arts programming for more than a year.
Over the years when I've spoken or written to the Council it has largely been about youth programs and the critical need
to keep youth programs accessible and located in Palo Alto. Arts programs take support to be maintained. Hard
decisions will need to be made, but preserving theater and its benefits to the population of kids it serves is not one to be
taken lightly. PACT is accessible to kids, the productions and the tech support allow kids to be creative and learn. It is
one the things our kids will need post pandemic. Please do not let Palo Alto become a two‐dimensional place with
expensive club sports and academics the only extra‐curricular activities available to our kids.
Thank you,
Elizabeth May
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Neilson Buchanan <cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com>
Monday, May 3, 2021 11:57 AM
Clerk, City; Nose, Kiely
Dave Price; Bill Johnson; Jocelyn Dong; Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Brad Ehikian; Kamhi, Philip
May 4 Finance Committee at 2pm
OOT Budget Infor May 2021.pdf; Special Revenue Funds Budget Overview May 2021.pdf

Thanks for the budget information, I am stumbling forward on my own. I look forward to the links.
I have a few more questions about budget terminology and will batch those questions to preserve
your and Kiely's time during the next few hectic weeks.
I still have major questions about council oversight of PATMA's forward looking budgets and transfers
of quarterly funds from city to PATMA. There seems to be missing policy and budget issues. I will be
advocating transparency of PATMA budget equal to any city department so that PATMA budget is
rationalized to other city budgets such as OOT and Children's Theater. Tradeoff decisions have
already been made in the past year and other decisions are pending without clear
information. Those past and future decisions are important and I cannot find sufficient information in
the budgets.
Palo Alto has been addressing tough "guns" vs "butter" decisions and I am not convinced city staff
and council have presented sufficient information to evaluate the role and viability of the PATMA
during post covid recovery period. Major conditions have shifted such as Caltrain ridership, WFH,
SOV dependency, private sector funding of TMA, viability of retail and related workforce, RTW, etc.
Therefore, I would expect major council and staff evaluation of PATMA with consideration of funding
shift to higher priorities.
I do appreciate improved city budgeting process. Process and outcome gets better each year. I am
particularly interested in the stewardship of permit parking revenue and other funds associated with
Special Revenues. The budget and organization for OOT is very informative. However, OTT and
PATMA have significant overlap without any apparent linkage in the budget. PATMA budget is not
transparent at the city level and does not seem to be as transparent as other non-profit organizations
associated with city government.
I want to make my intentions crystal clear. Parking policies and management for the commercial
cores and RPP neighborhoods are completely related. City management of these parking policies
has never been integrated adequately. The new Office of Transportation has great potential to
resolve parking irrationalities and budget waste. If City Council and staff want to seriously address
climate change, reduce SOV/traffic and fund viable public transit, then city operating and capital
budgeting must improve accordingly.
Neilson Buchanan
155 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650 329-0484
4

650 537-9611 cell
cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com
On Monday, May 3, 2021, 09:58:22 AM PDT, Clerk, City <city.clerk@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Hi Neilson,

The budget books and links were published after we published the agendas. We will go back and add the links to the
agendas.

Thanks and stay healthy.

BETH MINOR
City Clerk
(650)329-2379 | Beth.Minor@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org

From: Neilson Buchanan <cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:22 AM
To: Clerk, City <city.clerk@cityofpaloalto.org>; Nose, Kiely <Kiely.Nose@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Subject: May 4 Finance Committee at 2pm

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.

The agenda includes the statements below.
5

I cannot find the budget details released on April 30. I am particularly interested in operating and
capital information for Office of Transportation and the Palo Alto TMA. If this information is posted on
the city website, please email a link to me.

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Finance Committee review and discuss the FY 2021-2022 Proposed
Operating and Capital Budgets.

Discussion
Annually the City Manager issues a proposed operating and a proposed capital improvement budget
and five-year capital improvement plan. These documents are expected to be released April 30,
2021. This initial agenda item with the Finance Committee is intended to review these documents via
a verbal presentation with the Finance Committee in preparation for the scheduled deliberations with
the Committee on May 11, 2021 and May 12, 2021

Neilson Buchanan
155 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301

650 329-0484
650 537-9611 cell
cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Wang <jpwang@slippytoad.com>
Monday, May 3, 2021 11:50 AM
Council, City
I support the Palo Alto Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear City Council,
I am writing to protest the significant budget cuts that are being proposed for the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre. We live
in Palo Alto and have two elementary children. Before the pandemic, my daughter actively auditioned and participated
in 2 main stage productions. She absolutely loves theatre and is looking forward every day of this pandemic for the
programs to return so she can audition. We have hosted cast parties at our house and volunteers to sell concessions at
many of the plays. We attend many of the events and are strong supporters of the program. PACT is a significant part of
the community.
As I hope you can appreciate, the theatre is more than just plays, and all of the program parts work together. PACT's
Main Stage and Playhouse productions generate ticket revenue, but also serve to build excitement for our revenue
generating education experiences, and give kids something to look forward to and aspire to.
Young ushers in the lobby anxiously await the day that they will be old enough to audition for a play — which is how my
daughter got interested. The day she turned 8 (when she was eligible), she said to us, “I want to audition for a play."
Over the past decade, the Children’s Theatre has worked to build programs that are truly inclusive, with opportunities
for children of all ages and abilities. The theatre is a safe, creative home for youth and teens, where positive
relationships with trusted adults are built, making the theatre part of the safety net that our community has come to
rely on to keep our kids safe, happy and well.
I urge you to reconsider these budget cuts.
Thank you,
Jennifer Wang
650‐776‐7447
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Kim <kmevel703@gmail.com>
Monday, May 3, 2021 7:59 AM
Council, City
Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,
I am writing to ask that you reconsider further budget reductions to the Children's Theater. The theater is such an
amazing resource for the entire community and in particular, it has been an important life experience for my family and
my daughter who loves to perform.
I understand that you have many difficult choices to make but if you could consider other ways to make these
reductions so that the theater could avoid further budget reductions.
Thank you,
Elizabeth Kim
169 Tasso Street
Palo Alto
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jeremy Erman <jeremy_erman@yahoo.com>
Sunday, May 2, 2021 9:25 PM
Council, City; City Mgr; Administrative Services
Shikada, Ed; O'Kane, Kristen
Fiscal Year 2022 Madness

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear City Council,
I am shocked by the proposed FY 2022 budget. Its cuts to some of Palo Alto's most cherished institutions and programs
are deeply troubling. Children's Library, the Palo Alto Children's Theatre, the Art Center, teen programs...the list
apparently goes on and on, with cuts that not only reduce service but cut it to the bone so that most of these programs
would cease to exist in any recognizable and meaningful way. Some are called to be eliminated entirely.
Is this the city you want to represent? One that turns its back on children when they need support the most?
Children's education, social development, and mental and physical well‐being have been among the top concerns in our
society during the past year. The proposed budget would eviscerate Palo Alto's programs for children, teens, and
families right in the middle of the summer‐‐a time when these programs are usually at their height, but because of
COVID‐19, just at the time many of these programs are expected to return for the first time in over a year.
This is beyond the pale, and even more disturbing, the programs themselves are a relatively small part of the City
budget, especially compared to massive building projects which the City seems determined to push forward no matter
the cost. The City seems enthusiastically dedicated to finding money for these projects‐‐such as the new police building‐‐
in the face of all adversity, so why not apply the same enthusiasm and dedication to finding money to keep cherished
Palo Alto institutions open? Isn't the extra effort worth it?
I also don't understand how a General Fund budget which is supposedly 4.4% higher than this year's contains even more
devastating cuts than the current budget. It also seems to me that this year's budget contains funding for many
programs which never happened due to COVID closures. Didn't the City save money on projected programs and services
which never happened? Shouldn't the money roll over to next year? And if next year's budget is higher than this year's,
shouldn't you at least maintain the same level of funding?
I urge you to reject the current proposed budget and start over, taking into account the impact on the community and
not just the bottom line. Also, I urge to entire Council to discuss the budget in public meetings like they did last year and
not delegate this to the Finance Committee.
I urge you to listen to the public and approach the budget with open minds, collaboration, attention to detail, and,
above all, creativity. These are all attributes taught by the programs you want to cut, and I urge you to listen to their
wisdom before it's too late.
Sincerely,
‐Jeremy Erman
9

Musician, Writer, Teacher
(650) 714‐8573
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat Roberts <proberts@shschools.org>
Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:15 PM
Council, City
Fiscal year 2022 Budget

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Members of the City Council,
Please keep the Children’s Library open in 2022! The Children’s Library and the programming associated with the
Children’s Library are important to the development of literacy in the youngest members of our community. Built in
1940, the Children’s Library was the first freestanding library in the United States intended solely for children.
Our Children’s Library is a treasure!
Pat Roberts
Southampton Dr
Palo Alto, CA 94303
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jessalyn Grant-Bier <jessalynmgb@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 2, 2021 3:55 PM
news@padailypost.com; Council, City
Please don't cut the PACT Budget

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
To the Palo Alto City Council,
It’s been a rough year, and I understand that during such times, budgets get cut. But to cut the Arts–the very things
that kept so many of us sane this past year–is more costly in the long run than it saves right now. Imagine the last year
without music. Without Netflix shows. Without movies. Without graphic tee shirts and the simple but pleasant wall
decorations that kept us from staring blankly at blank walls while trapped inside quarantining. Where are we without
art? Why would we want to stop fostering in our children and in ourselves the very thing that makes our community and
our culture vibrant and bright and joyful? The things we look forward to watching and doing when we come home from
our jobs or from school?
PACT provides so much good to our city. It’s a community for young artists, where they can express themselves and
cultivate a love of the performing arts, of singing, dancing, construction, painting–never just one skill but a multitude of
interdisciplinary ones. Theater is where children can learn confidence, make friends, and revel in the kind of make‐
believe play that fosters powerful imaginations and creativity. It’s been a haven for marginalized groups like the LGBTQ
community for decades. And it’s so much fun. Both for the participants, and for the community in the audience.
To make such a drastic cut to the theater budget deprives the whole community of the opportunity to watch and
participate in these important experiences, not to mention depriving the theater staff who work diligently to produce
quality theater experiences for our children and ourselves of their work. Their work is important and meaningful, and
benefits our community in so many ways. This cut would signify that we are not prioritizing these experiences in our
lives and our children’s lives. And that would be a shame, because investing in the arts makes our community stronger;
it makes our next generation stronger.
I should know, I was raised in Palo Alto in PAUSD schools. I’ve been in many PACT plays, and watched many, many
more. Though I’ll never be an actor myself, the memories I made in all those experiences were so valuable to my
upbringing, and shaped my interests into the present. I was so happy to grow up in a community that valued theater,
music and art, surrounded by artists and educators as much as by computer scientists. It gave me an alternative
definition of success other than the one that is implied by the rigorous nature of our school system. That is what I want
the next generation to have, and what I think we should value as a community. We cannot appreciate and value art if we
don’t fund it. For these reasons, I strongly believe the city should reconsider its budget cuts to the PACT.
Thank you,
Jessalyn Grant‐Bier
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jo Ann Freiberg <joann.freiberg@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 2, 2021 10:36 AM
news@padailypost.com; Council, City
Proposed cuts to the PACT
Letter to PA City Council & Post.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
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Jo Ann Freiberg, Ph.D.
School Climate Consultants, LLC
www.schoolclimateconsultants.com
1392 Main Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033-3108
(860) 861-4406, joann.freiberg@gmail.com
Dear Palo Alto City Council Members & the Palo Alto Daily Post,
I recently learned that there are proposals afloat to cut the budget for the Palo Alto Children’s
Theatre (PACT), and I am writing in the strongest of opposition to this decision. The PACT was
my home away from home from 1962 through my graduation from Palo Alto High School in
1971. My four siblings (Donald, Andrew, Ellen and Paul Freiberg) were also very much involved
at the PACT to the same degree as me. When my children were young, I returned to my
childhood home every summer from the east coast and all three of them were able to
experience the joy and incredible positive impact of the PACT from the late 1980’s for twenty
years beyond that. The PACT is a national gem and has impacted thousands of lives positively
over its nearly 90 years in operation. Any cuts to this program would be devastating and
incredibly short sited.
This kind of a proposal is reminiscent of what happened fifty years ago, when a new City
Manager proposed that public/city funding be eliminated, and that the PACT become a private
entity. My parents, Ken and Jane Freiberg (842 Clara Drive, PA) immediately worked with other
PACT parents to found the “Friends of the PACT” in 1971, which remains to this day. The
original sole purpose of the “Friends,” was to ensure the continued existence of the theatre as
it was conceived by Lucy Stern nearly a century ago. Although neither of my parents are still
living, they would be just as active today as they were then to preserve the PACT today.
My profession, as a nationally known educator is directly related to my learning and passion for
the PACT. I learned that the only way to create successful individuals was to create community,
have stellar relationships and work toward important common goals. I founded a non-profit
dedicated toward creating positive environments for children (Operation Respect CT in
collaboration with Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary), worked for fourteen years at the CT
State Department of Education managing and overseeing anything and everything having to do
with creating safe environments for children and the adults who work with them. I retired two
years ago to continue this work full time nationally and with the current pandemic, it has
become so blatantly clear that now, more than ever, we do need to be physically distanced, yet
highly socially connected. The PACT must remain as it has for 85+ years. Just because there
has been a pause in the level of programming, performances and outreach, I implore you not to
be shortsighted in your financial decision making. Please, please take the long view and
recognize the PACT for what it provides locally, state-wide and nationally. The PACT is the
primary reason I am able to impact the hundreds of school districts and thousands of educators
throughout this country. Thank you for your critical consideration.

Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marlowe Ephron <marlowe.ephron@icloud.com>
Saturday, May 1, 2021 8:57 PM
Council, City
Please Save PACT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

To the city council,
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre is so important to me and many others. I have so many great memories of being
onstage and backstage, hanging out with other theatre lovers and practicing my craft! I have made so many
friends along the way and can’t imagine what my middle school and elementary years would have been like
without PATC! I’ve learned so many things like collaboration, focus, and hard work. PATC has always been a
safe space to be able to express myself and connect with others, and it pains my heart to learn that their
budget may be lowered. I really hope that this does not happen so that other kids in the future will be able to
have the same great experience that I had!
-Marlowe, age 14
Sent from my iPhone
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

David Ephron <david@ephron.net>
Saturday, May 1, 2021 8:39 PM
Council, City; news@padailypost.com
Kimberly Thacker; Lara Ephron
Re: Please Save PACT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear City Council ‐
I would like to add that I hope that the City Council thinks about PACT as an important asset of the city, rather than just
as an operating expense. PACT is one of the community treasures that distinguishes Palo Alto from other cities in the
Bay Area and around the country. PACT relies on continuity of funding to maintain its high level of excellence; the
damage done by deep cuts cannot be easily reversed. The city advises residents to continue to water trees during a
drought, while letting lawns turn brown. The same logic applies to PACT.
David Ephron.
> On May 1, 2021, at 5:15 PM, Lara Ephron <lara@ephron.net> wrote:
>
>
> Dear City Council,
>
> My family is deeply saddened to learn of further budget cuts to Palo Alto Children’s Theatre. PACT has been our
second home. My daughter has enthusiastically participated in PACT’s Outreach program, after‐school classes, Summer
Hot Dog productions, Cabaret and Main Stage Theatre. It’s given her a place where she can learn, explore, and thrive
outside of school.
>
> The PACT community is so warm, welcoming and supportive. It brings me to tears trying to imagine what my
daughter’s, and so many other children’s, lives would have looked like these past years without PACT and all it has given
them. We've greatly missed our PACT family during COVID, and have been looking forward to coming back together this
summer and meeting new friends.
>
> Please don’t devalue the importance of PACT in our children’s lives. I hope you will reconsider further budget cuts.
>
> Lara Ephron
>
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bonnie Packer <bbpacker@comcast.net>
Saturday, May 1, 2021 8:25 PM
Council, City
Don't accept the proposed reductions in the 2022 budget

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear Councilmembers,
I understand that the proposed operating budget for 2022 includes drastic cuts to vital programs at the Art Center, the
Children’s Theatre, the Libraries, our Parks, Avenidas, PACCC, community building events such as the May Fete parade,
the Chili Cook‐off, etc. The list of cuts in the proposed budget is sickening and disheartening to read.
I am a current and long time user of the Art Center. Our children participated in and benefited from many of the
programs this budget would destroy.
Whatever you do, please do not accept any of these draconian reductions. Programs such as Cultural Kaleidoscope and
Project Look, the Children’s Theatre and so many others are what make Palo Alto a very special place. You will not want
to be remembered as the council that drove a dagger into the very essence of the soul of this City.
The economy will rebound. Be brave and approve a budget that does not destroy our city.
Bonnie Packer
Stone Lane
Palo Alto
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Max Rosenblum <maxrosenblum2002@gmail.com>
Saturday, May 1, 2021 11:49 AM
news@padailypost.com; Council, City
Save the Palo Alto Children's Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

I am writing to encourage reconsideration to the proposed budgets cuts to the Palo Alto Children's Theatre.
As a current student at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, I've met countless other impassioned artists from
around the globe - and pretty much all of them who don't come from New York, LA, or some other major
metropolis lament the lack of arts opportunities in their hometown. But I never found myself sharing that
sentiment. Palo Alto is known for being an academic pressure cooker, and that's very true, but for me, what
made that environment even somewhat bearable was the fact that there was also a vibrant artistic community.
And I believe this community grew as a result of the Children's Theatre. There isn't a single person I've
collaborated with - whether it be actors, musicians, photographers, etc - who hasn't been involved in the
Theatre in some form. Either as a performer or techie in a production, or a member of the Teen Arts Council.
When I tell people at school about TAC, and about how on a Friday night, a city sponsored arts event is kind of
the place to be, they barely believe me. But it's true. In a town famous for putting a toxic amount of emphasis
on excellence, Open Mics are a place for teens to grow and learn as artists and as people. There really isn't
anything comparable.
Nowadays, you don't need money or fancy equipment to make art. But what you do need is community. People
to work with, to challenge and inspire you. The PACT is the backbone of the community here. And when you
take out someone's backbone - well I didn't pay the best attention in Biology but I think bad things happen.
And a Palo Alto without an artistic community would come very dangerously close to actually becoming the
oppressive, toxically achievement oriented environment it's so often seen as.
Thanks for reading,
Max.
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathryn Kobza <kathryn.kobza@gmail.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 10:55 PM
Council, City
Palo Alto Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Palo Alto City Council,
I'm Kathryn Kobza and have lived in the area basically my entire life, attending Nixon Elementary and JLS in the 1990's,
and graduating from Gunn High School in 2004 (with former Mayor Adrian Fine). I have such wonderful memories of
attending Palo Alto Children's Theater performances as a child. And now having children of my own, it is such a joy to
take them to performances. My oldest child is in Kindergarten this year, and he cannot wait to see more performances
as well as go to camp and participate in the Palo Alto Children's Theater community. Now, more than ever we need the
arts, and we need to return to normalcy.
Please continue to support the arts for children, the community and the city by fully supporting the Palo Alto Children's
Theater budget.
Thank you so much for taking the time to read this email.
kind regards,
Kathryn Kobza
kathryn.kobza@gmail.com
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joyce Liang <aayjoycey@gmail.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 9:07 PM
Council, City
PACS

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Hi—
We have just been made aware that there are significant budget cuts being considered for this long‐standing Palo Alto
institution that is adored by so many in this community. My son has been attending these classes and is so inspired by
the many children and plays that he comes across here. What could be better spent than fostering the imagination of
children, getting them confident in front of audiences, finding additional ways of self‐expression. I’ve had friends who
have autistic children, shy children, children from all walks of life speak highly of this program. The children of this
community will go on to be our future and legacy. Please don’t take away from such a treasure in this community,
especially off the heals of such an isolating year.
‐Joyce (Cowper St.)
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clea Sarnquist <cleasarnquist@gmail.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 3:39 PM
Council, City; news@padailypost.com
Budget for the Palo Alto Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council member,
I write to urge you not to make further budget cuts to the Palo Alto Children’s Theater (PACT).
As someone who was lucky enough to be part of PACT as a child and teenager, and now has a daughter who
has participated in PACT shows and programs, I can attest to the power of this innovative institution to
support and grow young people in our community.
PACT remains a most unusual place for our youth to learn. In all its programs, standards of both personal
responsibility and commitment to the team are exceedingly high. What makes PACT stand out so much is that
these high standards are wrapped in a deep framework of dignity, inclusiveness, and respect that makes it a
safe, supportive home‐away‐from‐home for many young people from our community and beyond.
Furthermore, at this moment in time, when our community must be responsive to the needs of our youth, and
when all of our institutions are trying to do better at diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI), PACT is truly
priceless. As a leader in both youth development and DEI for decades, PACT is an essential and unique
resource.
If you have ever been to a summer evening hotdog show (many of which sell out every year), you know that
PACT is not only a magical, life-altering place for all of the young people involved in the production, but also for
the audience, young and old.
While I appreciate that difficult spending choices must be made, further cutting of this community gem seems
to reduce opportunities in one of the areas of greatest need post‐pandemic: places where our young people,
who are experiencing very high rates of mental health conditions and other challenges, can be themselves,
learn both leadership and teamwork skills, and grow.
Please reconsider more cuts to this important institution.
Sincerely,
Clea Sarnquist
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Eric Dorsey <eric_dorsey@mac.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 12:59 PM
Council, City
news@padailypost.com
Children's Theater Budget

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear Palo Alto City Council,
I believe that you will be voting on next year’s budget for the Children’s Theater in the next few days. I understand the
recent proposal is the reduce the budget from this year which will result in a 61% reduction in budget when added to
the reduction from this year. I understand that the pandemic has reduced the number of productions for 2021 but I
assume that for 2022 the theater should be able to resume normal operation.
Our son, Xander, was in several productions when he was in elementary school and all through middle school. He acted
in several plays and then was in the Crew for several more. This was a very valuable experience for him and it helped a
lot with his public speaking skills and emotional maturity.
I believe the Children’s Theater to be a very valuable asset for Palo Alto and I also believe it is the oldest Children’s
Theater in California. I hope that Palo Alto will continue to support the Children’s Theater and not cut its budget even if
it means raising ticket prices for the productions.
Thank you,
Eric Dorsey
Palo Alto Resident
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sarah Levine <sarahlevine2@gmail.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 9:25 AM
Council, City
in support of Palo Alto Children's Theater

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council:
I write to ask you not to reduce the budget of the Palo Alto Children's Theater, and in fact to increase it.
My child has participated in PACT productions and camps for many years. I know you've heard a lot about the value of
these programs‐‐children and teens learn to work with one another, are introduced to performance skills, and get to
experience the excitement of live theater. My kid also learned to build sets, participate in lighting design, and sew
costumes.
Beyond all those really important things, PACT offered my kid supportive adults, great teachers, and a welcoming
community when my child was feeling lonely and uncertain in school. The summer camps and school year programs
were sometimes one of the few places that gave my child pleasure during a difficult few years.
Every community should have a vibrant and accessible arts program. PACT is truly one of Palo Alto's bright lights ‐ a
lifesaver for us. Money here is money well spent. Please do not cut the budget for the children's theater.
Best,
‐‐
Sarah Levine
(she, her)
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Evelyn Zhang <evelynzhang2006@icloud.com>
Thursday, April 29, 2021 10:03 PM
Council, City
Additional Budget Cuts for the Children’s Theatre

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Hi,
I’m currently a freshman attending Paly who loves performing in different productions at the Children’s Theatre. This
email pertains to the additional budget being proposed at the Council meeting next week. When Covid‐19 hit, the
theatre already had to suffer large cuts from its budget, limiting the amount of productions it could produce each year.
These additional budget cuts would absolutely devastate the theatre and prevent the Children’s Theatre from holding
PAUSD outreach programs, limiting the number of students that could come across this amazing institution. The
Children’s Theatre has always been a safe place for me and others to truly express themselves. Whenever I walked into
that building, I was always greeted by multiple people asking how my day was. The theatre provides a space where
peers can forge life‐long connections with each other. Personally, the theatre has greatly improved my confidence and
social skills overall because of the constant encouragement to improve given by staff and peers. Though I understand
the pandemic has been challenging fiscally, the Children’s Theatre is a place that I, among many others, hold dear to my
heart because of how large of an impact it has had. The tides are turning with Covid‐19 and the Children’s Theatre could
finally open and start productions again. In the future, I hope younger children get the experience the power of the
Children’s Theatre and are able to discover this amazing place. I strongly urge the Council to reconsider these proposed
budget cuts.
Cordially,
Evelyn
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Rt <lrtmail@gmail.com>
Thursday, April 29, 2021 10:14 AM
news@padailypost.com; Council, City
Ask to reconsider cuts to PACT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear City Council Members,
We are writing in support of the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre and to ask the Council to please reconsider making further
deep cuts to the Theater’s budget.
It is our understanding that the proposed additional budget cuts would leave just a few opportunities at the Theatre for
the many children who wish to participate each year. These kids and their families have come to rely on the Theatre for
the community, educational and artistic opportunities it offers. Further cuts will be a painful loss for not just the
Theatre, but to so many families and our community as a whole.
Despite the pandemic, the Theater offered Covid‐safe virtual classes and performance opportunities. These helped keep
many children connected with their Theatre friends and mentors. Without a minimum level of funding, even such
scaled‐back programs would be at risk.
Finally, there is a real concern that the severity of the budget cuts will threaten the long term, post‐Covid viability of the
Theatre. Maintaining funding at current levels will allow the Theater to make a full and robust comeback when safety
restrictions are lifted.
Sincerely,
Lisa Trovato and Danny Espinoza
Charleston Meadows
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dror Sneh <dsneh@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 3:52 PM
Council, City
news@padailypost.com
PACT proposed budget cuts

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council members.
As a father of 3 boys who participated in a very long list of performances by the Palo Alto Children's Theatre, I
cannot begin to tell you how disappointed I am in the proposal to further cut the PACT budget, and put on
hold most of the theatre's performances for a second year in a row. These performances have been, hands
down, the best youth program my kids have participated in, and not only in Palo Alto. They provide great skills
and values to their participants, along with endless lifelong friendships. My youngest son, who still participates
in these performances, would give up any other activity in order to participate in another theatre
performance. I have seen many theatre programs for children around the country and abroad, and I must say
that I've never seen any program at this level, with so much dedication by both students and staff.
The past year has taken a significant toll on the physical and emotional health of our children, being couped at
home, experiencing a pandemic and a world‐wide scare. As a matter of fact, I cannot think of anything better
program for my son's mental health than participating in the school theatre production, and in as many
productions as possible at the PACT. We also signed him up for the theatre summer camp, and he's already
looking forward to it.
We are fortunate to have a very strong parent community in the theatre, and I'm sure most parents will be
more than willing to up their donation to the theatre in order to keep it going at the previous years' capacity.
Please, please, please, keep this program alive and thriving. There is no better investment in our children than
this program.
Thanks,
Dror.
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lissy Bland <lissybland@gmail.com>
Monday, May 3, 2021 7:25 AM
Council, City
Boulware Park Renovation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

I am writing to encourage you to keep the planned funding fo renovate Boulware Park. The available park space in the
Ventura neighborhood is below the city guidelines. The renovation will expand the park to include the recently
purchased adjacent lot and provide very welcome updates.
I am anxiously waiting to be able to walk to Boulware Park with my young granddaughters so that they can play on the
new playground.
Lissy Bland
235 Wilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Phillips <lauriecdphillips@gmail.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 10:38 AM
Council, City
Junior Museum and Zoo Admission Price

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,
What fun it is to watch the progress at the Junior Museum and Zoo. My family loves walking past watching the
construction‐‐from the demolition to the building, and now the presence of so many beautiful and wonderful animals
and familiar Zookeeper Friends like Lee! We love seeing new animals as well as favorites, like Edward! My children have
grown up with the zoo, and I did, too.
I am very concerned by the proposed admission fee. I feel that it is too high and even prohibitive for many. While I
understand that there are many expenses associated with the zoo, I feel that charging this price for admission will hurt
the zoo in the long run. This magical place needs to be accessible for all families. Please consider changing a much
lower admission fee. It is a mistake to charge more.
Thank you for your consideration,
Laurie Phillips
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan Nitzan <dan.nitzan@pobox.com>
Friday, April 30, 2021 9:01 AM
Council, City
Children's Theatre Funding

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

"When Winston Churchill was asked to cut arts funding in favor of the war effort, he simply replied, ‘then what are we
fighting for?’ "
Although he never said this, it nevertheless provides clear direction: Fund the arts, and the Children's Theatre in
particular!

-Daniel Nitzan
734 Waverley St
Palo Alto CA 94301
dan.nitzan@pobox.com
(650) 465-2057
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Bohling <donna@bohling.com>
Saturday, May 1, 2021 4:27 PM
Council, City
Proposed Admission Fee for the new Jr Museum and Zoo

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members,
As a resident of Palo Alto, a donor to The Friends of the JMZ capital campaign, and as a parent and grandparent who
frequented the old JMZ, I urge you, DO NOT set the admission fee at $18. The Friends’ $25M gift to rebuild the JMZ is the
largest gift ever given to the City of Palo Alto. It is sad recognition of this outstanding gift for the Council to ignore The Friends
input on instituting a first‐time ever admission fee to the renovated museum.
Prior to renovation, the JMZ was free and asked for donations (which I was happy to give). The JMZ is a resources beloved by
not only Palo Altans but our neighbors to the north and south. I understand there MAY need to be a fee but $18 is way out of
line. An $18 admission fee would reduce the number of visitors, (thus lowering overall attendance and revenue), hurt
accessibility, and undermine the goodwill of our community.
I urge you to reject the City Staff recommendation of an $18 admission fee to the new JMZ.
Donna Bohling
1856 Emerson St
Palo Alto
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Aprajit Mahajan <aprajit@gmail.com>
Thursday, April 29, 2021 11:57 PM
news@padailypost.com
Council, City
Please do not Defund PACT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,
I am writing to express in the strongest possible terms my protest at the
proposed defunding of PACT. The Children's Theater is absolutely unique,
in all of the United States. It is really integral to the community and it
would be terrible if it were to be curtailed.
Thank You
Aprajit Mahajan
‐‐
--------------------------------------Aprajit Mahajan

207 Giannini Hall
Dept. of Agricultural & Resource Economics,
UC Berkeley,

Berkeley, CA 94720-3310

Web: http://are.berkeley.edu/~aprajit
Phone: 650-308-8137
Office Hours Sign-Up: https://tinyurl.com/y8y48cus
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Nelson <mqk.nelson@gmail.com>
Thursday, April 29, 2021 11:09 AM
Council, City
JMZ rates

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Hi there,
Just wanted to pass along our opinion on the daily visit proposed rate of $18. As a military family stationed here for
school, that rate is prohibitive for us. We were members when JMZ was at its temporary location, even though they just
asked for donations. We value JMZ and everything it has to offer. We won’t be here long enough to get an annual
membership to JMZ, so it seems we will probably not even visit before we have to leave, which is quite sad. I understand
you have costs to cover, but $18 is quite a lot for families who cannot do an annual membership.
Also wanted to add that board members who got to see the museums in advance confirmed that it is cool, but not $18
cool when you look at the Children’s Discovery Museum and other nearby features.
Sincerely,
Michelle Nelson
3389 St Michael Drive
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Baumb, Nelly
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jane Rytina <janerytina@gmail.com>
Thursday, April 29, 2021 12:09 PM
Council, City; City Mgr
JMZ Fee set at $18?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
________________________________
Dear Mayor Mayor DuBois and our City Council, and Mr Shikada,
I am emailing you about the proposed (very high) $18 fee for the new Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo (JMZ).
My husband Jonathan and I donated a significant amount of money to rebuild this very important, previously barrier‐
free, community asset. I am a former board member of the Friends of the JMZ for 5 years, and therefore asked my
friends and colleagues for money for the rebuild, many of whom also donated. I am very proud to have played a part in
the project. Recently I had a tour of the new facility, and it retains all of its ability to provide an exceptional, play based,
educational experience. It is a great place for children to experience science and nature in their early years, and develop
science skills, and empathy for nature and the environment. Skills we hold dear in our community, do we not? In
addition, the teaching facilities, the general facilities such as bathrooms, and the animal care facilities have all been
brought into the 21st century.
The place the (80 year old) JMZ holds in the heart of the community is untouched by almost any other of Palo Alto’s
community assets (I can only think of the parks as close to it). While I understand it cannot be free (but please
remember it WAS free before it was closed for the rebuild), $18 per person seems restrictive and may I say, cruel, to
those families who simply cannot afford to pay that amount.
Apart from absolutely going against the culture and sentiment of affordable early education that the JMZ represents in
our community, I think there are some basic marketing and economic principles that don’t seem to match up to such a
high price:
1. In terms of supply and demand, the high price will bring down the sense of “value” of the visit, discouraging people to
return, or to "feel good" about their visit. Demand will drop, or maybe never get started and you will not see the
revenue returns for which you have planned.
2. Market price: the JMZ is a 2 hour visit with young kids at best. It is small (by design, and by City Council direction). It
offers no food, it isn’t near restaurants (without getting back in your car). Assuming you are a family of 4, would you pay
nearly $80 to take your under fives somewhere for 2 hours? Please consider the equivalent local sites:
‐ CuriOdyssey at Coyote Point: between $12.95 and $15.95 $1.Infants are free. They do charge for parking at $6 per car
which would add $1.50 per person for a family of 4.
‐ Happy Hollow in San Jose ($12 for everyone, children under 2 go free), has food, more space and other attractions such
as rides. Does charge for parking at $6 per car which would add $1.50 per person for a family of 4.
‐ The Children’s Discovery Museum in San Jose: $15 per person. It is a larger facility and also food is available.
‐ if you would like to look out of town, the Santa Barbara Zoo ( a much larger facility) charges between $14 and $19. This
is a full blown, 4 hour at least experience.
In addition to all these comments, I would like to make one more. The $25 million to rebuild this facility was a huge gift
to the city, from donors such as myself and others, with the assumption that this community asset would remain
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accessible to all. Please do not betray the trust we put in you. I know there ARE suggested programs to allow those on
government programs to have access for free. I was part of envisioning those programs. However for families on low
incomes, who do not qualify for government support, will find $18 per person an impossible barrier to overcome. We
can do better!
I hope you will reconsider the ticket price. We can afford to subsidize a fabulous community asset in Palo Alto. I also
hope you will question the supply and demand assumptions your economists have made. Also, please come together
WITH the Friends of the JMZ and think about a solution to this destructive idea.
I look forward to hearing your thoughts, and will attend the special council meeting this coming Tuesday.
Sincerely,
Jane Rytina
500 Kingsley Ave, Palo Alto
6505758635
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