
From: Joseph Afong
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Comments for October 25, 2022 Park and Recreation Commission Meeting
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 6:49:03 PM

You don't often get email from josephafong@ymail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Members of the Park and Recreation Commission,

I attended the last commission meeting in September where court
usage between pickleball and tennis was discussed.  Commission
members asked many questions, some of which were very good and
some were questions repeated from past sessions.  In order to facilitate
future discussions I suggest that the staff go over the transcript of the
last meeting and provide answers to the commission members on each
of the questions.  This will provide valuable information for the
commission members to make decisions and avoid having the same
questions asked over and over again.  Please make this document as
part of the public record.

Out of the many items discussed at the last meeting I would like to bring
up one item – that is on the topic to get more input from tennis players. 
This topic was brought up more than a year ago, staff had tried to get
input from tennis players and yet there is a feeling among commission
members and the staff that we need to solicit more input from the tennis
players.  I think we have given enough time to solicit input from the
tennis players.  We cannot hold off making critical decisions forever. 
The staff said that we have not received enough input from the tennis
players.  The absence of such input is an input in itself.  I think the most
accurate and unbiased view on court usage by both the tennis and
pickleball players is already provided by the court usage surveys.  We
have had several surveys on court usage over the past year and a half. 
The numbers are real and they speak for themselves.  I think it is
irresponsible to ignore these numbers.  Let’s use them to make your
decision. 

From the staff’s report we know that the staff had genuinely tried very
hard to get inputs from the tennis players.  But let’s think is it fair and
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equitable to give extra effort to solicit comments from just one group? 
You must be fair and give both groups of players the same amount of
effort.  Over-reaching to one group can indicate personal preference
toward that group thus bring questions into the legitimacy of the
process.

I advocate that we have an action plan with a specific timeline going
forward.  Last year we heard that the staff needed to do its surveys.  We
waited a year for the surveys.  Now that the surveys are done, let’s
move on with your decision making.  We have the data to make this
decision now.  Let’s not hold off making this decision.  Palo Alto
residents need your decision in order to make the optimal usage of
limited city courts.  People’s lives are being affected by your decision or
indecision.

Thanks you for your time.

Joseph Afong

Palo Alto Resident



From: Art Liberman
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fw: Unpaved trail allowing e-bikes in Ravenswood Open Space Preserve
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 10:48:20 PM

You don't often get email from art_liberman@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

There is an unpaved, improved trail on which e-bikes are allowed at Ravenswood
Open. It is at the top and goes to the North Observation Platform. It is very much like
the unpaved trails in the Baylands
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From: Emily Renzel
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Thank you
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 7:57:53 AM

[You don't often get email from marshmama2@att.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Chair Greenfield and Members of the Commission:   Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of re-
dedicating the Measure E site and special thanks to those of you who supported the recommendation to the City
Council.    Our parkland is precious and we need to protect every bit of it we can.  Sincerely, Emily Renzel
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From: art_liberman@sonic.net
To: Anderson, Daren; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Slides used in Staff E-Bike Guideline pressentation
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 12:35:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mr. Anderson and Parks Commissioners

Thank you very much for your time last evening to hear my comments regarding the
Open Space and Parks E-bike Policy and to hold an very thoughtful discussion on the
issue. 

We owe it to our citizens of all ages and abilities to insure that the policies that are
created are appropriate, well communicated and using input from them, and are in
their interest. 

Mr. Anderson: you used powerpoint slides in your presentation. They were not in the
Agenda packet. Could you please send me a copy? I am particularly interested in the
one on which you defined and differentiated 'trails' and 'paths'.

Thank you
Art Liberman
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From: Anderson, Daren
To: Liberman, Art (Sonic); ParkRec Commission
Subject: RE: Slides used in Staff E-Bike Guideline presentation
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 2:02:46 PM
Attachments: OPEN SPACE AND PARKS ELECTRIC BICYCLE AND ELECTRIC PRC 10-25-22.pptx
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Dear Vice Chair Liberman,
 
Thank you for attending the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting last night. I’ve attached the
PowerPoint presentation that I used last night. The slide #20 through #23 are the definition section
of the draft policy (also attached).

Sincerely,

Daren
 
 

DAREN ANDERSON
Assistant Director Open Space, Parks, Golf, and Animal Services
Community Services Department
(650) 496-6950 | Daren.Anderson@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org
 

 
 

From: art_liberman@sonic.net <art_liberman@sonic.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 12:35 PM
To: Anderson, Daren <Daren.Anderson@CityofPaloAlto.org>; ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Subject: Slides used in Staff E-Bike Guideline pressentation
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mr. Anderson and Parks Commissioners
 
Thank you very much for your time last evening to hear my comments regarding the
Open Space and Parks E-bike Policy and to hold an very thoughtful discussion on the
issue. 
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OPEN SPACE AND PARKS ELECTRIC BICYCLE AND ELECTRIC CONVEYANCES POLICY 
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DEFINITIONS



















California Vehicle Code (CVC) defines an e-bike as having fully operable pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts. 



Other electric powered mobility devices includes skateboards, scooters, one-wheels, hoverboards, segways, and other similar devices that are powered or power-assisted by an electric motor

 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 



E-BIKE CLASSIFICATIONS











A “class 1 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.



A “class 2 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed throttle-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.



A “class 3 electric bicycle,” or “speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour, and equipped with a speedometer.









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





Parks and Recreation Commission Work Plan



























POLICY CONSIDERATIONS



















The Ad Hoc identified several important factors to consider while developing the Policy: 

Environmental and ecological impacts

Safety

Public access

Equity

Recreation

Enforceability

Clarity & simplicity 

Compatibility with regional policies

Public demand and opposition 

Bicycle transportation corridors 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





TRANSPORTATION STAFF



















Significant growth in the use of e-bikes

Increasingly seeing e-bikes on school campuses

Restriction of class 3 bikes from Open Space and park trails seemed appropriate

Importance of allowing students to ride e-bikes on park trails to get to school







As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 



















PABAC is working on updating the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan, which will address e-bikes. 

 

Recommend having this topic on a PABAC meeting agenda to collect feedback from the full Committee.

This has been scheduled for November 1, 2022. 

 

Mentioned the importance of allowing students to use e-bikes on park trails (paved and unpaved) to get to school.



Recommend adding the term “Type” in addition to “Class” to describe the different classes of e-bikes. 

The California Vehicle Code uses the term “Class”. The definition section of the draft Policy has been updated to explain that Calbike.org uses the term “Type”.

 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 



















 

 Bike parking is difficult to find in most parks, and the draft Policy should treat e-bike parking requirements the same way as regular bikes.

The draft policy has been updated to note that e-bikes (and regular bikes) should be parked in designated bike parking locations, where bike parking is available.

 

Recommend that the draft Policy allow Class 3 bikes in the same places that motorcycles are allowed (paved roads)

The draft policy has been updated to clarify that Class 3 bikes are prohibited from trails in Open Space and Parks. They are not prohibited from paved roads.

 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 



















 

Recommend that the draft Policy be changed to allow e-bike access on unpaved trails at the Baylands Nature Preserve. While they agreed that e-bikes shouldn’t be allowed on trails at Foothills Nature Preserve (regular bikes are also not allowed on Foothills trails) and Pearson-Arastradero Preserve, they noted that the Baylands should allow e-bikes on paved and unpaved trails. They noted that the Bay Trail, which includes paved and unpaved portions in the Baylands, is often used by people commuting to work and should be accessible to people with e-bikes.









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





BAYLANDS TRAIL MAP



















 











As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





BAY TRAIL































As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT



















Allow class 1 and class 2 e-bike access on limited improved trails at Ravenswood Open Space Preserve



Allow class 1 and class 2 e-bike access on limited improved trails where bikes are currently allowed at Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve



Affirm the prohibition of e-bikes on District trails except for specifically designated trails noted above







As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY



















The Ad Hoc and staff attempted to create a draft Policy that is:

 

Easily understood

Compatible with regional policies

Consistent with City sustainability goals

Strikes a balance between accessibility and environmental protection and stewardship.



The draft Policy has sections that pertain to:

 Open Space

Parks

Open Space and Parks.



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY—OPEN SPACE



















Open Space Draft Policy

Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on paved roads and trails, and are prohibited elsewhere including on unpaved roads and trails.

Class 3 e-bikes are not allowed on any trails in open space preserves.

Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed for city staff in open space and parks for maintenance and enforcement purposes, consistent with P.A.M.C. 22.04.150(f).

Other electric powered mobility devices are allowed on paved roads and trails at the Baylands Nature Preserve and are prohibited in other open space preserves (Pearson-Arastradero Preserve, Foothills Nature Preserve, and Esther Clark Park).



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY--PARKS



















Parks Draft Policy

Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on paved and unpaved trails in parks, and are prohibited elsewhere (turf, sports courts, playgrounds, landscaped areas, etc.) in parks.

Class 3 e-bikes are not allowed in parks.

Other electric powered mobility devices are allowed on paved and unpaved trails in parks, and are prohibited elsewhere (turf, sports courts, playgrounds, landscaped areas, etc.).



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY—OPEN SPACE AND PARKS



















Open Space and Parks Draft Policy

R1-20. TRAIL USE SPEED LIMIT will apply to e-bikes and other electric powered mobility devices.

The maximum speed for all trail uses is 15 miles per hour, unless a lesser maximum speed is posted, and no person shall exceed the maximum speed on any trail; however, no person shall operate a bicycle, e-bike, or other electric powered mobility device, or ride a horse or other such animal at a speed greater than is reasonable, prudent, or safe. Bicyclists, e-bike and other electric powered mobility device users, and equestrians are required to slow to 5 miles per hour when passing others or approaching blind turns.



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY—OPEN SPACE AND PARKS























Open Space and Parks Draft Policy

When not in use, e-bikes and other electric powered mobility devices:

Should be parked in designated parking areas when available.

May not be left unattended on trails, vegetation, landscaped areas, or vehicle parking areas.

Are not allowed to interfere with access or use of any open space and park trail, turf, playground, sports court, facility, or amenity (park bench, picnic table, etc.).

Note: these same guidelines apply to regular bikes.

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) overlays all city policies and is specific to each individual person who may need an adjustment of city policy or regulation. People may contact Community Services Department staff to make an ADA access request pertaining to this policy.



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





Next Steps 





November 1, 2022--Palo Alto Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee (PABAC)



December 13, 2022—Parks and Recreation Commission



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 
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DRAFT POLICY



















Open Space and Parks Electric Bicycle and Electric Conveyances Policy (draft)

Purpose

The purpose of this Chapter is to specify the permitted use of electric powered mobility devices in Palo Alto parks and open space areas.

Definitions

“Electric powered mobility devices” means bicycles, skateboards, scooters, one-wheels, hoverboards, segways, and other similar devices that are powered or power-assisted by an electric motor.  



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY



















“E-bikes” means three classes of electric bicycles, as defined by the California Vehicle Code:

A “class 1 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

A “class 2 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed throttle-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.



 









As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY



















A “class 3 electric bicycle,” or “speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour, and equipped with a speedometer.

The operator of a Class 3 electric bicycle:

Must be 16 years old or older

Must wear a bicycle safety helmet 



Note: Calbike.org uses the term “Type” instead of “Class” to define the three different classes of e-bikes.











As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 





DRAFT POLICY



















"Trail” means any established public way within city open space nature preserves and parks which appear on current city maps, city open space nature preserve maps, planning documents, trail guides and/or those trails marked with city directional signs. Trails include, but are not limited to fire roads, service roads, paths, pathways and levees.

“Paved” means any designated road or trail composed of asphalt or concrete, as designated on current city open space preserve maps.

“Unpaved” means designated road or trail composed of base rock, gravel, decomposed granite, or dirt, as designated on current city open space preserve maps.

Note: Palo Alto open space trail maps illustrate paved and unpaved trails. Examples: Arastradero Creek Trail and Wildhorse Road (Foothills Nature Preserve) are considered unpaved.











As the agency with responsibility over the Master Plan, the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for carrying out environmental review on the Master Plan according to CEQA. 

The basic purposes of CEQA are: 
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Open Space and Parks Electric Bicycle and Electric Conveyances Policy (draft)

Purpose

The purpose of this Chapter is to specify the permitted use of electric powered mobility devices in Palo Alto parks and open space areas.

Definitions

· “Electric powered mobility devices” means bicycles, skateboards, scooters, one-wheels, hoverboards, segways, and other similar devices that are powered or power-assisted by an electric motor.  

· “E-bikes” means three classes of electric bicycles, as defined by the California Vehicle Code:

· A “class 1 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

· A “class 2 electric bicycle,” or “low-speed throttle-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

· A “class 3 electric bicycle,” or “speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle,” is a bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour, and equipped with a speedometer.

The operator of a Class 3 electric bicycle:

· Must be 16 years old or older

· Must wear a bicycle safety helmet 

Note: Calbike.org uses the term “Type” instead of “Class” to define the three different classes of e-bikes.

· "Trail” means any established public way within city open space nature preserves and parks which appear on current city maps, city open space nature preserve maps, planning documents, trail guides and/or those trails marked with city directional signs. Trails include, but are not limited to fire roads, service roads, paths, pathways and levees.

· “Paved” means any designated road or trail composed of asphalt or concrete, as designated on current city open space preserve maps.

· “Unpaved” means designated road or trail composed of base rock, gravel, decomposed granite, or dirt, as designated on current city open space preserve maps.

Note: Palo Alto open space trail maps illustrate paved and unpaved trails. Examples: Arastradero Creek Trail and Wildhorse Road (Foothills Nature Preserve) are considered unpaved.

Open Space Policy

· Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on paved roads and trails, and are prohibited elsewhere including on unpaved roads and trails.

· Class 3 e-bikes are not allowed on any trails in open space preserves.

· Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed for city staff in open space and parks for maintenance and enforcement purposes, consistent with P.A.M.C. 22.04.150(f).

· Other electric powered mobility devices are allowed on paved roads and trails at the Baylands Nature Preserve and are prohibited in other open space preserves (Pearson-Arastradero Preserve, Foothills Nature Preserve, and Esther Clark Park).

Parks Policy

· Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on paved and unpaved trails in parks, and are prohibited elsewhere (turf, sports courts, playgrounds, landscaped areas, etc.) in parks.

· Class 3 e-bikes are not allowed in parks.

· Other electric powered mobility devices are allowed on paved and unpaved trails in parks, and are prohibited elsewhere (turf, sports courts, playgrounds, landscaped areas, etc.).

Open Space and Parks Policy

· R1-20. TRAIL USE SPEED LIMIT will apply to e-bikes and other electric powered mobility devices.

· The maximum speed for all trail uses is 15 miles per hour, unless a lesser maximum speed is posted, and no person shall exceed the maximum speed on any trail; however, no person shall operate a bicycle, e-bike, or other electric powered mobility device, or ride a horse or other such animal at a speed greater than is reasonable, prudent, or safe. Bicyclists, e-bike and other electric powered mobility device users, and equestrians are required to slow to 5 miles per hour when passing others or approaching blind turns.  

· When not in use, e-bikes and other electric powered mobility devices: 

· Should be parked in designated parking areas when available. 

· May not be left unattended on trails, vegetation, landscaped areas, or vehicle parking areas. 

· Are not allowed to interfere with access or use of any open space and park trail, turf, playground, sports court, facility, or amenity (park bench, picnic table, etc.).

Note: these same guidelines apply to regular bikes.

· The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) overlays all city policies and is specific to each individual person who may need an adjustment of city policy or regulation. People may contact Community Services Department staff to make an ADA access request pertaining to this policy.



 
We owe it to our citizens of all ages and abilities to insure that the policies that are
created are appropriate, well communicated and using input from them, and are in
their interest. 
 
Mr. Anderson: you used powerpoint slides in your presentation. They were not in the
Agenda packet. Could you please send me a copy? I am particularly interested in the
one on which you defined and differentiated 'trails' and 'paths'.
 
Thank you
Art Liberman

 



From: Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: You"re Invited: Take a Voyage of the Solar System
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 9:59:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

About the Model and Dr. Bennett

The Voyage Model depicts the Sun, the planets, and the distances between
them all on the same scale of 1 to 10 billion, giving visitors a real sense of the
vastness of our solar system (“that’s why they call it space!”). Dr. Bennett
proposed the idea for and helped develop this solar system model which first
premiered at the National Mall in Washington, DC. Among his many
achievements, Dr. Bennett has written award-winning children’s science
books. He educates and inspires children and young adults in science and
astronomy through workshops, curriculum development, writing and more.
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImKcpx-mLHnuHH7nCnQs8pDt6VqhVGflulcul0t7LjTpuBglcBfz8al3Ie3ylcOv5F_1Dn7RZOs2pHdrKrPQfQYuSmIQ9R9aIdq1CpRPMhTuR6AV_e0vatJxFmoRCGXb3hfqYhVW-tYPKXU2AFULQcl_PNYd0HBwH3VzHiFMYDOnAQIPI7DaVA4WHLjpe80zKw==&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==


Don’t miss this space flight and the chance to better understand the solar
system we call home.

To learn more about the model, read our June Newsletter or visit the Junior
Museum & Zoo's website.

     

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo | 1451 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA 94301

Unsubscribe parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org
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Sent by info@friendsjmz.org powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImKcpx-mLHnuoTcwMrv0SIyP2yrjMiI7RRQZhATVtG8ydP2oGBdygjP84uf0eUkTA2zPsyE5Idvpb_o6OP3Ghgu5I1EPnNQ8fVmRlycZsPlqt_UfrhwVTvEEfUMFU_-pcKA6_ZICN1e86XYSvf-ZF54IdgZkx4RGy-t5zqciiTdN_3wpKEqWdlyxwjY5WAcpU3Nj8xzGvN1hjNp4KfZ5SyKCtCShBwuZAQ==&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImKcpx-mLHnuNf7BJGGdq_xItTIWf9bchXfOqgq8GZX_DYf2P6wwv-Um85mKYg-RUqeEjJ0Sx-Q5uROK5FRMbhBd2RvFfDQ_b34nz7xCQTq7cnPkmRvFwSvtWDAEeh4hIungDWjdTaox&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImKcpx-mLHnuNf7BJGGdq_xItTIWf9bchXfOqgq8GZX_DYf2P6wwv-Um85mKYg-RUqeEjJ0Sx-Q5uROK5FRMbhBd2RvFfDQ_b34nz7xCQTq7cnPkmRvFwSvtWDAEeh4hIungDWjdTaox&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImJY79Q3i5zUJCUF2hFx9lZbrxJDFhUlkW6-7nHQNToCzKeWoH73SiKWy2E4TyIqd5_G8uLngBFJo3QK8GhTb83P9c4zEGYNMT6wuAWYbYCgDm_6uJcJnDvJEPg3g9-92HuBrTxPjnOSwHzAn_aMXB0rwRKuKj5uxZvvThOzi7Ib&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImJY79Q3i5zUJCUF2hFx9lZbrxJDFhUlkW6-7nHQNToCzKeWoH73SiKWy2E4TyIqd5_G8uLngBFJo3QK8GhTb83P9c4zEGYNMT6wuAWYbYCgDm_6uJcJnDvJEPg3g9-92HuBrTxPjnOSwHzAn_aMXB0rwRKuKj5uxZvvThOzi7Ib&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImyG9rCXdKy54vxr9O-IczOfeiEk3aWUwvRXssDNOp70XDr33iudcfumL9mL1pw19b3FItgy9qFSen8PJoCC6EqCk-Xh_EUEW6zTHcBXFMOo&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P1dI3hj1g3lyuPJlPpqcZfRBI3CV36Puf_MrHZPE6gRKbIlwwACfImyG9rCXdKy54vxr9O-IczOfeiEk3aWUwvRXssDNOp70XDr33iudcfumL9mL1pw19b3FItgy9qFSen8PJoCC6EqCk-Xh_EUEW6zTHcBXFMOo&c=4sWQLfK8SNhpFTqsDUyAGOLhncNCEnztjztoQTgKqd_jcglLSlecdw==&ch=81RsR7nsAD9TOrlRphoKkv7MuIcAEv5uAhDi1fBvCwhl-LjOwaCTdg==
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001x05XXEb1L2hxHQw2B8t2qw%3D&ch=d1d38962-bf25-11ec-9bf8-fa163ef34398&ca=8263122e-3d07-4a11-89e2-01448a66238b
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001x05XXEb1L2hxHQw2B8t2qw%3D&ch=d1d38962-bf25-11ec-9bf8-fa163ef34398&ca=8263122e-3d07-4a11-89e2-01448a66238b
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:info@friendsjmz.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=softerwarebundle&nav=8263122e-3d07-4a11-89e2-01448a66238b
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&pn=softerwarebundle&nav=8263122e-3d07-4a11-89e2-01448a66238b


From: Eric Nordman
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Comments on E-bike usage in parks
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 11:04:00 AM

You don't often get email from eric.nordman12@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Park and Recreation Commission:

As a member of PABAC I wanted to pass on some addition comments as the
meeting was rushed due to an unusually busy agenda.  
Note:  I commuted (not every day) through the baylands both north and south
from Palo Alto for about 40 years.  I rode over the Friendship Bridge almost
every work day for 7 years.  This section of the Bay Trail is heavily used by
walkers, especially in the evening. While bicyclists are often riding 15-20
mph almost everyone was respectful and would slow if necessary when passing
(such as when passing small children or pets).  Of course, there were some
occasional idiots such as the kids riding off road motorcycles at 40mph but
these were luckily infrequent.

1.  It  was stated by a presenter that commuters might switch to the unpaved roads.  This is
very unlikely as the paved roads are faster and more direct in Palo Alto.  Time is critical
for commuters.

2.  There is a legitimate concern with bikes on narrow trails as sight-lines are limited and
space for passing is also limited.

3.  However, gravel roads and wide paths in city parks do not have these issues.  I don't 
see any issue with ebikes on these paths.  In the baylands, people riding these paths are
doing it for recreation.   The only opportunity for conflict is when passing.  Perhaps give
3 ft when passing signs might make sense.  It may be reasonable to ban class 2 e-bikes
which are not really bicycles.  If they lack pedals they are easily recognized as class 2.

4. Young parents often take their kids to school or to the park on electric cargo bikes.  This
should be encouraged rather than prevented.

Sincerely,
Eric Nordman
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From: CAROLE LIN
To: Parks; ParkRec Commission
Cc: Adele Gershater; gyr@enterprisedevelp.com; Eugene Lee; verne.freeman@gmail.com; samirtuma@gmail.com;

sfmarkg@gmail.com; JANICE HARRISON
Subject: Re: Dog Parks Information
Date: Friday, November 4, 2022 8:42:28 PM
Attachments: BarronDogPark.docx

You don't often get email from carolelin@mac.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Javod, and the Commission of Parks and Recreation,

I would like to respectfully submit a proposal and add this to the future agenda.

 We have many members of Barron Park who are dog owners who are passionate about this
project. There are equally as many non dog owners who have a similar sentiment and wish
dogs had a dedicated space to run away from children and playgrounds. 

This proposal will decrease conflict, increase the quality of life and unite our neighborhood. 

Thanks for your help and attention,
CAROLE LIN
Cell: 617-710-1354

On Nov 2, 2022, at 1:28 PM, Parks <Parks@CityofPaloAlto.org> wrote:

Hi Carole,

Nice talking with you today. Feel free to send your Dog Park proposals to the Parks and
Recreation Commission (PRC) at parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org. Our next

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:00pm.
Here is a link to the PRC webpage with instructions on ways to watch and participate in
meetings. The best time to comment would be during the “Public Comment” section at
the beginning of the meeting for items not listed on the agenda. The last time we
discussed Dog Parks at the Commission meeting was in July and here is a video link to
that July PRC meeting. 

Furthermore, here is a link to the City of Palo Alto Dog Parks webpage where you will
find information about the new dog park projects (such as: Mitchell Park Dog Park
Expansion and Boulware Park Renovation Plan). 

Additionally, here are links to the Palo Alto Dog Owners group and the Dog Park
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Proposal: Barron Park Dog Park



Project Proposal:

Site: Bol Park

Purpose: Parks and Open Space

Project Value: $5,000 to $10,000

Schematic Park Plan: 



 

Figure 1. Proposal for Bol Dog Park location



The residents of Barron Park hereby petition Palo Alto Open Spaces, Parks and Golf Community Services with a proposal for a local dog park with community-based input identical to the Boulware Park Renovation and Expansion Project (1).



There are documented community benefits from dog ownership and scientific data to support the development of a dog park within walking distance of the Barron Park community. 



Dog ownership and dog walking bring individual health benefits for dog owners, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic started. Studies have shown that the bond between people and their pets is linked to several health benefits, including:



· Decreased blood pressure, cholesterol levels, triglyceride levels, feelings of loneliness, anxiety, and symptoms of PTSD (2).

· Increased exercise and outdoor activities at all ages; better cognitive function in older adults; and more opportunities to socialize (3), (4), (5).




Social benefits include:



· Improved physical and social health of owners (especially the elderly and those who are isolated).

· Building a sense of community and enhancing social cohesion.

· Increased public safety and community engagement.



The presence of dog parks in the neighborhood is correlated with increased property value, and improved communication and socialization of the whole community (6).  Social isolation has severe mental and physical health consequences at all stages of life (7); dog ownership prevents social isolation.  As dog ownership in Palo Alto has increased, dog parks have become increasingly important public resources in the pandemic to support these benefits.



Several studies have evaluated adequate dog parks, and many scholars have provided insights into the design and management strategies for addressing the benefits and decreasing conflicts. (6), (7), (8).



Similar projects, such as the expansion of the Mitchell Park Dog to add a separate enclosure for small dogs (to be completed by 2023), show that the Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission and the City Council recognize the importance of dedicated spaces for our dog companions. They realize that these spaces are more than just dog parks; they are community spaces and health and mental support centers for their neighborhoods.  The Palo Alto community in Barron Park would benefit from having its own dedicated dog park.



Site Specifications: 



Barron Park could consider several locations.  Each has its benefits and disadvantages.



The first location is at the back of Bol Park (see figure 1).  There is space for an enclosure between 0.54 and 0.82 acres at the innermost border. Parking space is already allotted for the area; in addition, sanitation is already in place for trash disposal, due to preexisting sanitation structures. Noise pollution from animals is decreased due to the relative distance from residential areas; the Donkeys of Bol Park are significantly louder in decibels than dog noise. The site has grass and mulch and can be maintained with a minimal increase from current levels. 



Briones Park has similar advantages to Bol Park. The support structure for a dog park is already there, with minimal increase in maintenance. There is increased proximity to residential areas which also increases the visibility of and access to the site. 



Alternate locations are Strawberry Hill and the space next to the Gunn Soccer fields (see Figure 2). Palo Alto City Parks and Recreation Commission and City Council can determine the merits of these sites since they require more infrastructure. Using these sites for a dog park may be complicated by the ownership of Stanford University.





 

Figure 2. All Potential Dog Park Locations for the Barron Park Neighborhood 



In summary, the residents of Barron Park need a dog park within walking distance. All the current dog parks require crossing significant streets. Due to the distance, it is common for dog owners to drive to the dog parks outside of the neighborhood. Driving out of a neighborhood is an increased burden on the environment and is not sustainable. 



Barron Park residents have established a community dog group that has provided emotional and physical support to all our members. The current dog community has been exemplary in its efforts to decrease conflict with any dog socialization gatherings. The Barron Park community dog group has formed a volunteer neighborhood “Dog Poop Patrol”, which patrols in the early mornings to pick up trash and dog feces. Despite these goodwill efforts, there are still conflicts and complaints. 



Dog ownership will only continue to increase in Palo Alto. There is no dedicated dog park for Barron Park neighborhood currently. Access to parks, excellent schools, and dog parks add to the quality of life of all residents. 



Barron Park Dog Families need a place to call home. 



Barron Park Dog Community:

1. Carole Lin: Lead on Dog Park Initiative. carolelin@mac.com.

2. Adele Gershater: Liaison to Palo Alto Dog Owners Group: https://www.facebook.com/PaloAltoDogOwners/

3. Sandeep Bahl/ Verne Freeman: Liaison to Palo Alto Open Spaces, Parks and Golf Community Services

4. Herman Gyr / Eugene Kim: Liaison to Friends of Palo Alto Parks: https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/

5. Elizabeth Gardner/ Janice Harrison: Barron Park Elementary School and Neighborhood Liaison for survey and information
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donation page on Friends of Palo Alto Parks webpage.

Please let me know if you need more information. 

Thank you,
Javod

https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/donations2/p/dog-parks


Proposal: Barron Park Dog Park 

Project Proposal: 
Site: Bol Park 
Purpose: Parks and Open Space 
Project Value: $5,000 to $10,000 
Schematic Park Plan:  

Figure 1. Proposal for Bol Dog Park location 

The residents of Barron Park hereby petition Palo Alto Open Spaces, Parks and Golf 
Community Services with a proposal for a local dog park with community-based input identical 
to the Boulware Park Renovation and Expansion Project (1). 

There are documented community benefits from dog ownership and scientific data to support 
the development of a dog park within walking distance of the Barron Park community.  

Dog ownership and dog walking bring individual health benefits for dog owners, especially since 
the COVID-19 pandemic started. Studies have shown that the bond between people and their 
pets is linked to several health benefits, including: 

• Decreased blood pressure, cholesterol levels, triglyceride levels, feelings of loneliness,
anxiety, and symptoms of PTSD (2).



• Increased exercise and outdoor activities at all ages; better cognitive function in older 
adults; and more opportunities to socialize (3), (4), (5). 

 
 

Social benefits include: 
 

• Improved physical and social health of owners (especially the elderly and those who are 
isolated). 

• Building a sense of community and enhancing social cohesion. 
• Increased public safety and community engagement. 

 
The presence of dog parks in the neighborhood is correlated with increased property value, and 
improved communication and socialization of the whole community (6).  Social isolation has 
severe mental and physical health consequences at all stages of life (7); dog ownership 
prevents social isolation.  As dog ownership in Palo Alto has increased, dog parks have become 
increasingly important public resources in the pandemic to support these benefits. 
 
Several studies have evaluated adequate dog parks, and many scholars have provided insights 
into the design and management strategies for addressing the benefits and decreasing conflicts. 
(6), (7), (8). 
 
Similar projects, such as the expansion of the Mitchell Park Dog to add a separate enclosure for 
small dogs (to be completed by 2023), show that the Palo Alto Parks and Recreation 
Commission and the City Council recognize the importance of dedicated spaces for our dog 
companions. They realize that these spaces are more than just dog parks; they are community 
spaces and health and mental support centers for their neighborhoods.  The Palo Alto 
community in Barron Park would benefit from having its own dedicated dog park. 
 
Site Specifications:  
 
Barron Park could consider several locations.  Each has its benefits and disadvantages. 
 
The first location is at the back of Bol Park (see figure 1).  There is space for an enclosure 
between 0.54 and 0.82 acres at the innermost border. Parking space is already allotted for the 
area; in addition, sanitation is already in place for trash disposal, due to preexisting sanitation 
structures. Noise pollution from animals is decreased due to the relative distance from 
residential areas; the Donkeys of Bol Park are significantly louder in decibels than dog noise. 
The site has grass and mulch and can be maintained with a minimal increase from current 
levels.  
 
Briones Park has similar advantages to Bol Park. The support structure for a dog park is already 
there, with minimal increase in maintenance. There is increased proximity to residential areas 
which also increases the visibility of and access to the site.  
 
Alternate locations are Strawberry Hill and the space next to the Gunn Soccer fields (see Figure 
2). Palo Alto City Parks and Recreation Commission and City Council can determine the merits 
of these sites since they require more infrastructure. Using these sites for a dog park may be 
complicated by the ownership of Stanford University. 



 

 
  
Figure 2. All Potential Dog Park Locations for the Barron Park Neighborhood  
 
In summary, the residents of Barron Park need a dog park within walking distance. All the 
current dog parks require crossing significant streets. Due to the distance, it is common for dog 
owners to drive to the dog parks outside of the neighborhood. Driving out of a neighborhood is 
an increased burden on the environment and is not sustainable.  
 
Barron Park residents have established a community dog group that has provided emotional 
and physical support to all our members. The current dog community has been exemplary in its 
efforts to decrease conflict with any dog socialization gatherings. The Barron Park community 
dog group has formed a volunteer neighborhood “Dog Poop Patrol”, which patrols in the early 
mornings to pick up trash and dog feces. Despite these goodwill efforts, there are still conflicts 
and complaints.  
 
Dog ownership will only continue to increase in Palo Alto. There is no dedicated dog park for 
Barron Park neighborhood currently. Access to parks, excellent schools, and dog parks add to 
the quality of life of all residents.  
 
Barron Park Dog Families need a place to call home.  
 



Barron Park Dog Community: 
1. Carole Lin: Lead on Dog Park Initiative. carolelin@mac.com.
2. Adele Gershater: Liaison to Palo Alto Dog Owners Group:

https://www.facebook.com/PaloAltoDogOwners/
3. Sandeep Bahl/ Verne Freeman: Liaison to Palo Alto Open Spaces, Parks and Golf

Community Services
4. Herman Gyr / Eugene Kim: Liaison to Friends of Palo Alto Parks:

https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/
5. Elizabeth Gardner/ Janice Harrison: Barron Park Elementary School and Neighborhood

Liaison for survey and information
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From: Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Highlighting Friends" Work from the Past Year
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 9:30:25 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

 

Highlighting Friends' Work over the Past Year
November 9, 2022

Hello Friends,

I’m delighted to share with you this year’s annual report, which reflects the work of the
Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo and the impact of your generous support.
You can download the report from our website. This month, we highlight a few of the
initiatives featured in the report.

Tuesday, November 29, is Giving Tuesday, a global day dedicated to giving back that
kicks off the charitable giving season. The Friends will have a booth outside of the JMZ on
November 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We encourage you to stop by if you are visiting. A
generous donor has offered to match every dollar donated to the Friends that day, up to
$10,000. Please consider making a donation to The Friends of the JMZ’s Annual Fund at
friendsjmz.org/donate on November 29. The Annual Fund provides general operating
support that allows us to allocate dollars where they are most needed at the JMZ, and to
fund important programs, such as those that expand access to science education in our
community. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Lauren Angelo
President, Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 

An Exciting Year for Programs
 
With your generous support, over the past year the Friends:

Successfully raised $300,000 for the California Dinosaur Garden, a fully
immersive and accessible exhibit that will open in 2023. Funds raised supplement a
grant awarded to the JMZ by the Institute of Museum and Library Services to make
this exhibit a reality.
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The California Dinosaur Garden will open next year in the JMZ's Dawn Redwood Garden.

Unveiled a new JMZ exhibit, the Voyage Solar System Model. This outdoor
exhibit, which is free to the public, is a 1 to 10-billion scale model of the Solar
System.

Funded the JMZ Science Outreach Program in the Ravenswood City School
District and East Palo Alto Charter School, serving 1,590 students in East Palo Alto
and Eastern Menlo Park through 414 in-person lessons in the 2021-2022 school
year.

The JMZ's Science Outreach Program in the Ravenswood City School District and East
Palo Alto Charter School brings interactive science lessons to classrooms.

Brought Science with a Twist, a popular JMZ afterschool program, to young
students of the Boys & Girls Club of the Peninsula’s East Palo Alto clubhouse.
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One of the most requested visitors for classroom lessons, the four-toed hedgehog. Photo
courtesy of Scott Buschman.

Hosted nearly 900 guests for Super Family Sunday events. These free events
provide exclusive access to the JMZ for children with disabilities and their families.

A photo of a young visitor interacting with one of the tactile elements in the zoo. Photo
courtesy of Artem Nazarov.

Funded DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) training for staff at the JMZ, as well
as Friends’ staff and board members.

Funded a front-end evaluation of the JMZ, for 2023, to identify ways to broaden
community access and better serve underrepresented visitors.

Funded a two-year community outreach coordinator position for 2023 to grow
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partnerships with surrounding communities, learn more about their interactions with
the JMZ, and look for opportunities to better serve their needs. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Friends and the JMZ’s mission to engage a
child’s curiosity in science and nature. 

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
info@friendsjmz.org | www.friendsjmz.org

DONATE NOW
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From: Alex Woo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Lit Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, November 17, 2022 9:48:36 PM

You don't often get email from wooalex@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

While I agree with the recommendation to change the priority for the four lit tennis courts at
Mitchell Park, I don't understand why these recommendations are restricted to Mitchell Park. 
 According to the staff report, there are 6 lit tennis courts at Rinconada Park and 7 at Palo Alto
High School.   Why not stripe these for multi-use between tennis and pickleball and establish
some trial priorities based on observed usage patterns?   Why spend $500,000 to bring power
and lights to Cubberley in South Palo Alto and not use the facilities you already have?

Alex Woo

mailto:wooalex@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Renata Alarcon
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Bathroom needed at Bowden’s Park
Date: Friday, November 18, 2022 2:56:55 PM

You don't often get email from renatacalarcon@icloud.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

To whom may concern,

good afternoon! I am a Nanny who takes my Nanny child daily to Bowden Park (2380 High St
Palo Alto, CA  94301) and I would like to know how I can request a bathroom at the park?
 Nannies, parents and children have no other option while at the park. We love this park and it’s
sad that there is no bathroom around us. Some of us are pregnant and finding a public bathroom
can be tough. 

Is there any petition that we can start to request a bathroom? Many thanks!

Ps - this is our Nanny/Parent group at Bowden’s Park on Halloween. We come over daily and
have children’s age ranging from 6 months to 5 years old. This park is amazing and we would
love to keep coming! 

Warm regards,

mailto:renatacalarcon@icloud.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Renata Alarcon
Career Professional Nanny
858-336-6543
renatacalarcon@icloud.com

"It takes a village to raise a child." - African proverb 



From: M.L. Boyd
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Thanks!
Date: Friday, November 18, 2022 9:26:56 PM

[You don't often get email from mlb15@mac.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Thanks to all of you for your support of PA Pickleball!

It is always hard to keep up with and balance the city’s needs, as they change. As I wrote a few months ago, pickle-
ball is the fastest growing sport in the US. I appreciate that the City recognizes this and is adapting.

Best,

ML Boyd
1151 Webster St
PA

mailto:mlb15@mac.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: yuet berry
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickle times
Date: Friday, November 18, 2022 11:17:44 PM

You don't often get email from yuetberry@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Park and rec commission:
Please recommend that Pickleball have priority on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell
Park from 3pm to 10pm, seven nights a week.  It’s been a wonderful community and Pickle
ball court times are very limited as well as limited courts available.  This would allow more
community members to enjoy a very social fun activity with improved access.  Playing
Pickle ball allowed me to meet many new friends and make new connections in a healthy
outdoor environment that is very inclusive.

Thank you so much for considering.

Yuet Berry
Resident of Palo Alto

mailto:yuetberry@yahoo.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Pia Thurlemann
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball
Date: Saturday, November 19, 2022 9:18:59 AM

[You don't often get email from pthurbeng@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Like so many I like to play Pickleball and bike to the court at Mitchell park, where I can meet people and play
games.
Please keep the court open for Pickleball players in the evenings because there are more people playing Pickleball
than Tennis.
Thank you
Pia Thurlemann

Sent from my iPhone Pia

mailto:pthurbeng@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jerold Pearson
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Please vote YES for pickleball priority
Date: Saturday, November 19, 2022 11:36:36 AM

You don't often get email from jpearson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Parks and Rec,

I can't make it to the meeting on Tuesday, but I strongly urge you to approve the proposal to give
pickleball priority on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell Park from 3pm to 10pm, seven nights a week.

You've heard the reasons for this from me and others many times already, so there's no need to take
up your time repeating them here. Thanks for your consideration.

Jerold Pearson
650-390-3972

mailto:jpearson@alumni.stanford.edu
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Liling Tseng
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Please approve the Pickleball have priority on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell Park from 3pm to 10pm, seven

nights a week!
Date: Saturday, November 19, 2022 7:14:15 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from liling@justthetouch.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear  PA parks and Recreation committee and Adam,

Hope this email finds you well.

I am a Palo Alto resident for more than 20 years.  Tennis used to be my sport but I was not
able to be out on the courts due to injuries, until pickleball brought me back. I can’t tell you
enough how blessed I am to be out in the sun again.

Since I am not able to join the Tuesday meeting, I would appreciate if you could look at the
following bullet points about the sport to support the pickleball night priority seven days a
week.

Inclusive - a sport that you can see an 88 years old playing with an 8 years old. 
drop in anytime - all welcome. One comes as a stranger and leave as  a friend.
Less injury - court size is more manageable.
Hands on - easy to learn and play
curb depression - walk off the court with a massive smile

I was there on a Sunday afternoon around 4pm. The whole courts are filled with pickle
players. A man walked in with a bucket of tennis balls. he literally kicked  16 people who
were actively playing pickleball out of the court for his one person serving practice. This is not
a battle of tennis and pickleball, but a rationality for the best usage of our facilities. 

I appreciate your reading my email.

Warmly,

Liling Lampell
Principal designer
www.justthetouch.com
650.248.9712

mailto:liling@justthetouch.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Harvey Alcabes
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: PIckleball courts & Tuesday"s meeting
Date: Saturday, November 19, 2022 11:46:42 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from harvey@alcabes.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners,

I am a Palo Alto resident and homeowner and one of many residents who play pickleball at Mitchell Park. 
Many of us can only play pickleball after working hours. Some evenings there have been dozens of us
waiting to play while as few as 4 tennis players use courts that could be used by 28 pickleball players.

I wish I could attend your meeting this Tuesday to support the proposed change to give pickleball priority
for court usage from 8 am - 10pm, 7 days a week. I'll be out of town this week, but I'll be there in spirit.

Thank you for considering this change!

--Harvey Alcabes
  3766 Cass Way, Palo Alto, CA 94306

mailto:harvey@alcabes.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Sabrina Lin
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Support for Pickleball
Date: Sunday, November 20, 2022 4:54:40 PM

You don't often get email from sabrinamylin@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mr Howard
Thank you for recommending that Pickleball have priority on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell
Park from 3pm-10pm, seven nights a week.  
I understand there is be a vote on this recommendation this coming Tuesday Nov 22. 
Unfortunately I am away for Thanksgiving and therefore cannot attend the meeting and vote in
person, so I am sending this email to give my support to your recommendation.
Thanks very much, and happy Thanksgiving.
Best regards
Sabrina Lin
2626 Bryant Street
Palo Alto

mailto:sabrinamylin@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Adam Hopkins
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: yes to pickleball priority at Mitchell Park
Date: Sunday, November 20, 2022 9:59:13 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from adamhopkins77@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am writing to encourage you to approve the recommendation that Pickleball have priority on
the mixed-use courts at Mitchell Park from 3-10pm seven nights a week. There are always
many more pickleball players than tennis players and it does not make sense for a few tennis
players to displace up to 28 pickleball players.

Best,
Adam Hopkins

mailto:adamhopkins77@gmail.com
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From: Yvonne B
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Please VOTE Pickleball at Mitchell park all 7 evenings
Date: Monday, November 21, 2022 12:33:48 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from beachbonnie@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Parks & Recreation Commission 

I’m a Palo Alto resident for 14 years and a Palo Alto pickleball club member for 4 years. 

I’m putting in my 2 cents for the policy at Mitchell park on the 2 multi-use courts - please
vote for pickleball in the late afternoon and nights for all 7 days from 3pm to 10pm. 

 
Thank you very much for all you’ve done already and what is to be done in the future too!

Best regards 
Yvonne Bursch 
-- 

Do you know that Webster’s Dictionary has added 57 new words and one of them is
PICKLEBALL!?

|—————-|
| BLACK 
| LIVES 
| MATTER  
|————---|
(\__/) ||
(•ㅅ•) ||
/  づ

I apologize for any typos this message was sent via iPhone/iPad

-- 

Do you know that Webster’s Dictionary has added 57 new words and one of them is
PICKLEBALL!?

|—————-|
| BLACK 
| LIVES 
| MATTER 
|————---|
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I apologize for any typos this message was sent via iPhone/iPad



From: Lynn Hollyn
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Cc: mwilliams; monicawilliams@yahoo.com; Ed Anderson
Subject: support for more pickleball courts guaranteed for night play
Date: Monday, November 21, 2022 12:42:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lynn.hollyn@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam and the Parks and Recreation Committee,

I wanted to reiterate that I unequivocally support a mandate that Pickleball players have
priority 
on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell Park from 3pm to 10pm, seven nights a
week.

As a tennis player, and pickleball player, there is an overwhelming need to create more
courts
for pickleball players at night. 

Tennis courts all over Palo Alto are empty, during the day and at night. With the shift to
pickleball here 
and nationwide, all communities are prioritizing repurposing other courts or creating
courts.

In Columbia University in architecture, and trending across the nation, is the need to
design and create 
spaces that are smaller. This is critical due to continued population growth and a
need to preserve open space.
Two tennis courts provide play for 24 pickleball players versus  2-4 (rarely 8
for doubles) tennis players!!!
As a person who loves nature, and open space, this is compelling!

Literally 65 people will be waiting for a court while a high school or college age
person practices their serve, and two people are playing singles. 
It is only sensible that these courts should Never be open for USTA tennis matches,
as we have many many venues for this in the Palo Alto vicinity. 

Obesity and depression together are now the greatest cause of death in America. 
Pickleball is a sport that is easy yet energetic.
Pickleball offers people an easy way to be active and socialize. 

As the pandemic enters an endemic phase, we need outdoor activities more than
ever!!  And this has a bonus--- an equally critical 
role in our community --  that is,  a sense of community. Above all,  one can go
alone and end up with a new acquaintance... 
or simply a group of people with which to have fun and stay fit. 

mailto:lynn.hollyn@gmail.com
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Many people in our town work during the day.  Nighttime is the only chance for them
to get outside and exercise. 

I think it is overwhelmingly compelling to institute a rule that Pickleball
players have priority 
on the mixed-use courts at Mitchell Park from 3pm to 10pm, seven nights a
week.

With sincere regards,

Lynn Hollyn
Seale Avenue

-- 
lynn hollyn
lynnhollyn.co
1.650.799.1129
 

http://www.lynnhollyn.com/


From: Robert Neff
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Item 4 - E-Bike Ordinance
Date: Monday, November 21, 2022 11:44:15 PM

You don't often get email from robert@neffs.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Recreation Commissioners,

Regarding the proposed E-Bike ordinance,

I appreciate the diligent work done by commissioners and staff to craft this proposed
ordinance.  As I have spoke to others about these proposed restrictions on E-bikes where
bicycles are allowed, one friend mentioned the advantage that E-bikes have in getting to
our preserves.  Having an E-bike makes it much more likely that a Palo Alto resident might
consider bicycling instead of driving out to the baylands, or up to Arastradero preserve. 
From my home, a ride on the trails in Arastradero has only 1/3 of the mileage within the
preserve - the total ride is around 12 miles.  The ratio can be the same for a ride to Byxbee
park.  Having an e-bike can make this distance feel shorter.

I would prefer to see the commission be more permissive of e-bikes on trails, allowing them
where bicycles are permitted on trails, and then encourage access via biking, walking, e-
biking, or even electric boards from home, instead of driving.  It would promote car-free
access, which is a more sustainable future.

I am glad to see that e-bikes would be permitted in our parks, where they would often be
used for transportation to the park, as well.

Thank you for your work for our city of Palo Alto.

-- 
-- Robert Neff
Emerson near Loma Verde
Palo Alto
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From: Cindy Yip
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Request to keep pickleballs courts 7 days a week at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2022 5:32:35 AM

You don't often get email from cindy_k_yip@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.

To whom it may concern:

Hope this email finds you well.  I am a Palo Alto resident for 20+ years. I am one of the pickleball players and I am hoping to
write to you in regard to the issue of having the courts at Mitchell Park will only give priority three nights a week for
pickleball usage. This will be very disappointing news for pickleball players by limiting court usage. I hope you will reconsider
this decision.   The pickleball sport has become so popular that provides opportunities for many young people to come out
and play after their work hours during the day. Taking the pickleball court priority back to the tennis players will eliminate
these opportunities. Basically, we will eliminate 12 players who could have been playing pickleball and allow 4 tennis players
to play on the court. I sincerely hope you will reconsider this decision and provide the best opportunities for our community.
Thank you so much for your reconsideration.

Regards,
Cindy
650-5338140
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