
From: Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Continuous Learning at the JMZ
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 11:30:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

 

Continuous Learning at the JMZ
September 6, 2022

Hello Friends,

As an organization, the Friends is dedicated to constantly learning more about the
communities served by the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo (JMZ), as well as how the
JMZ and its programming can best address the needs of families, children and educators.
As part of this effort, this summer the Friends funded DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion)
training for staff at the JMZ, as well as Friends’ staff and board members. Lead Consultant
of Project 986 Consulting, Carmen Phelps, PhD, hosted two sessions tailored to the
needs of the JMZ. For this newsletter, we spoke with Karin Garblik, co-chair of our Access
& Inclusion Committee, about the training and how it supports our efforts to promote
inclusion at the JMZ.

I am excited to share that tickets are now on sale for Halloween at the JMZ!, a special
fundraiser and Halloween event the Friends will host for families at the JMZ. Tickets are
$30 per person with promo code “EarlyBird” between now through September 30, and $35
per person beginning on October 1. Proceeds from the event will go to  the Friends’
Annual Giving Fund, which includes support for programs that expand access to science
education in the community. Halloween at the JMZ! will be held on Friday, October 28th,
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. Join us for fun animal experiences and treats throughout the zoo. I
hope to see you there!

Warmly, 

Lauren Angelo
President, Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
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Continuous Learning: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Training
Interview with Friends Board Member Karin Garblik -- Access and Inclusion

Committee Co-Chair
 
What were the primary objectives of the DEI training?

A priority for us at the Friends is to invest in continuous learning about the communities
we serve, and to continue evolving a DEI-aligned approach with our environment. For this
initial training, four desired learning outcomes were established, namely: to acquaint
attendees with the information and resources to inspire support of DEI values; to
familiarize attendees with data points that communicate the necessity of promoting DEI
values; to teach contexts in which the JMZ can actively champion DEI values in practice
and outcome; and to inspire attendees to continuously engage with educational activities
that relate to DEI.

To inform these objectives and to make the training as meaningful as possible, JMZ staff
were surveyed on the topics they found most important to creating an environment aligned
with DEI values. Both sessions emphasized the continuous nature of learning about DEI
and the constant work required to create an environment welcoming to all staff and
visitors.

What did the training entail?

More than 45 JMZ staff, Friends staff, board members and committee members were
trained across two sessions. The first of these trainings laid the foundations for
understanding what DEI is and defined the impact of implicit and cultural bias. The second
session dug deeper into what we hope to achieve and what tools we need to develop as
far as becoming more diverse, inclusive, accessible, and equitable organizations. The
benefits of promoting DEI values in the workplace, from attracting more diverse talent to
favorably impacting life outcomes of diverse communities were clearly outlined in both
sessions. 

The training sessions were both interactive and collaborative. Attendees were challenged
to discuss what we had learned and encouraged to bring up any additional questions
raised while relating the session back to our own experiences.



How were these training sessions tailored to the needs of a museum and zoo?

Our consultant synthesized best practices in working with educational institutions,
government services, and fundraising professionals to create an experience that
acknowledged the multi-faceted nature of the JMZ. Attendees were asked to use personal
examples and experiences to talk about how institutionally, the JMZ can best evolve into
an educational resource accessible to people of all backgrounds. Staff at the JMZ and at
the Friends were excited to speak positively about what we do well to drive forward a DEI-
aligned approach, as well as what we can do better.

What other efforts are underway to invest in continuous learning at the JMZ?

We expect to be on this evolving journey for a long time to come, to that end will continue
to evaluate opportunities for growth in this arena. As one example, later this year and into
2023, the Friends committed to funding an Evaluation Consultant position who can gather
feedback about the communities the JMZ serves and advise on how to become even
more accessible to underrepresented visitors. We are excited to see how this evaluation
allows us to learn more about meeting the needs of our audience.
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Kevin Murray <kmurray@sfcjpa.org> 
Date: Wed, Aug 31, 2022 at 5:33 PM 
Subject: Re: Invasive plants on San Francisquito Creek Bay Trail 
To: Naomi Goodman <nlgoodman@hotmail.com> 
Cc: Shani Kleinhaus <shani@scvas.org>, Leslie Flint <lflint@earthlink.net>, 
Daren.Anderson@cityofpaloalto.org <Daren.Anderson@cityofpaloalto.org>, Margaret Bruce 
<mbruce@sfcjpa.org>, Tess Byler <tbyler@sfcjpa.org> 
 

Hello Naomi, 
Thank you for the letter and for bringing the issue to the SFCJPA's attention.  As you correctly 
state, the problem area is outside of the restoration site that we are obligated to maintain, but 
we agree with your suggestion that invasive plants growing out of control in areas outside but 
adjacent to our restoration site could contribute to increasing and extending maintenance 
obligations at our project site.  We will coordinate with the City of Palo Alto and Valley Water to 
explore potential solutions and funding availability for this type of work.  I will inform you 
promptly of any decision or future action to be taken. 
 
Kevin 
 
Kevin Murray 
Senior Project Manager 
SFCJPA 
2100 Geng Road, Suite 210 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
 
 

 
From: Naomi Goodman <nlgoodman@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 8:11 AM 
To: Kevin Murray <kmurray@sfcjpa.org> 
Cc: Shani Kleinhaus <shani@scvas.org>; Leslie Flint <lflint@earthlink.net>; 
Daren.Anderson@cityofpaloalto.org <Daren.Anderson@cityofpaloalto.org> 
Subject: Invasive plants on San Francisquito Creek Bay Trail  
  
Mr. Murray, 
 
I am a frequent recreational user of the Bay Trail between the end of Geng Road and the San 
Francisquito Creek mouth. In the last year, I have observed that the Bay Trail levee and adjacent areas 
have become overgrown with invasive plants, including tumbleweed (Prickly Russian thistle), stinkwort, 
and ragweed.  In many areas along either side of the paved trail, the coverage with invasives is almost 
100 percent, and the plants have reached to within 10 feet of the tidal mudflats.  The attached letter 
describes the problem and requests action from SFCJPA to remove the invasive vegetation. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Naomi Goodman 
Menlo Park, CA 
 
 



 
August 29, 2022 

 

Kevin Murray 
Sr. Project Manager 
San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority 
2100 Geng Road, Suite 210 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
 

Dear Mr. Murray, 

I am a frequent recreational user of the Bay Trail between the end of Geng Road and the San 
Francisquito Creek mouth. In the last year, I have observed that the Bay Trail levee and adjacent areas 
have become overgrown with invasive plants, including tumbleweed (Prickly Russian thistle), stinkwort, 
and ragweed.  In many areas along either side of the paved trail, the coverage with invasives is almost 
100 percent, and the plants have reached to within 10 feet of the tidal mudflats.  Photos illustrating the 
problem areas are attached. 

The Flood Reduction, Ecosystem Restoration, and Recreation Project from San Francisco Bay to Highway 
101 Mitigation and Monitoring Plan requires annual monitoring and reporting of native plant coverage 
in the tidal zone and Faber Marsh berms for up to 10 years, and the monitoring and remediation 
requirements can be extended if targets for native plant coverage are not met.  Although I did not 
observe invasives in the marsh itself, it can only be a matter of time before they reach that area.   

In addition to potential future issues related to mitigation requirements for this specific project, the 
invasives are problematic because the tumbleweed thorns can puncture bicycle tires, and a 
monoculture of invasives does not provide good habitat for native birds and other wildlife. The JPA 
should mount a control effort to remove these plants and revegetate the area.  The solution will have to 
include the City of Palo Alto, as the problem extends into areas bordering the golf course. 

Sincerely, 

Naomi Goodman 
897 Woodland Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
nlgoodman@hotmail.com 

 
 
Cc:  
Shani Kleinhaus, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
Leslie Flint, Sequoia Audubon Society 
Daren Anderson, Assistant Director Open Space, Parks, Golf, and Animal Services, Palo Alto 



 Photos of Invasive Plants along San Franciscquito Bay Trail 
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From: Carol Cleary-Schultz
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fwd: Proposed restrooms at Cubberly
Date: Sunday, September 18, 2022 10:37:44 AM

You don't often get email from caclearys@icloud.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Carol Cleary-Schultz <caclearys@icloud.com>
Subject: Proposed restrooms at Cubberly
Date: September 18, 2022 at 10:29:26 AM PDT
To: gloria.vu@cityofpaloalto.org, peter.jensen@cityofpaloalto.org,
parkre.commission@cityofpaloalto.org, city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
Cc: Carol Cleary-Schultz <caclearys@icloud.com>, Jeffrey Schultz
<jeffrey.e.schultz@gmail.com>

Good morning,

I am contacting you today in response to a proposed new restroom facility at
Cubberly Park, which is close to my home.  

As a long-time Palo Alto resident who lives near Cubberly, my family has long
enjoyed the open space and amenities that Cubberly affords us and our
community. It is a great asset to our city.  Over the years, we have attended dance
classes, after school programs, basketball games, futsal, taekwondo events, many
soccer games there, and continue to use the park regularly for picnics, walking
our dog, running on the track, and just enjoying the green space.

On my recent daily walks with my dog, I have noticed the signage for a proposed
site of a new bathroom facility at the field complex.  I have already completed the
survey but also want to ensure that my thoughts are not simply lumped in with
others, thus this more directed email.

While the complex could likely benefit from additional restroom facilities, the
proposed location (close to Nelson and within a couple hundred feet of several
private homes) does not seem ideal.  Our neighborhood already has huge issues
and problems with park users on Nelson, making illegal turns, parking on
sidewalks, double parking for drop offs and pick ups, and other issues, that
putting a facility there would only draw more users to that area of the park.  On a
recent weekday, as I was driving down Nelson, bikers were forced to ride in the
middle of the street because park users were parked on both sides, thus leaving no
other passage option. 

While there may be a sewer line close to the proposed location, there is also easy
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water access in the parking lot and closer to the buildings since there used to be a
pool and there are many bathrooms already housed throughout the former school
complex.  Since many of the grass soccer field users are younger kids (older
teams play on the turf), placement of a new bathroom might be most logical
abutting the back of the tennis courts, near the north entrance to the grass fields. 
The grass fields have a far greater number of users than the turf fields do, since
there can only be one game at a time at the turf field, but there are likely many
games going on concurrently on the grass.

It is my understanding that park users (e.g., for soccer games at the grass and turf
fields) have been encouraged (if not directed) to park in the lots at Cubberly
behind the community center buildings.  As such, placement of the new bathroom
there (replacing the one stall portapotty) is a much more thoughtful and useful
choice.  It puts the facility where people will be parking and entering the facilities,
rather than along a small pathway close to community homes.

Additionally, as I read through the proposal, I have concern about the hours the
facility will be open.  Since the park is only to be used during daylight hours, it
would make sense for the new restroom to have commensurate hours in line with
the daylight hours, or at most, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  That would cover the early
weekend soccer games and later weekday practices. There is no legitimate reason
for people to be at the park at 9 or 10 p.m., so please don’t encourage that, by
having a toilet facility open that late.

While the bathroom could definitely benefit park users, placement of it by the
main parking lot would be more beneficial for users and respectful to, and
sensitive of, the neighborhood residents.  A location by the parking lot would be
ideal for park users parking at the lot, using the tennis courts as well as the grass
and turf facilities.

There is much interest and concern in our neighborhood about this proposal. It
would seem a community forum at Greenmeadow might be well-received to
ensure that the City is fully considering the inputs and impacts of this proposed
facility and its location very close to our neighborhood’s homes.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of this note.  

Sincerely,

Carol Cleary-Schultz
271 Parkside Drive
Palo Alto



From: Tammy Truher
To: Gloria.yu@cityofpaloalto.org; Jensen, Peter; ParkRec Commission; Council, City
Subject: Regarding bathrooms next to Nelson at Cubberley Fields
Date: Sunday, September 18, 2022 2:57:03 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tammy.truher@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello, 

I have been a resident of Greenmeadow since 2006 and want to weigh in directly about the
proposed bathrooms next to Nelson. I also filled out the survey but I know that it will get lost
amongst all of the people who use the fields and feel very strongly that a bathroom is needed. I
100% agree that bathrooms are important but I think this proposal creates more problems than
it solves. Here are my biggest concerns:

In 2011 and 2013, the City decided to open the Cubberley parking lot for unhoused individuals
who lived in their cars. At around that same time, if I remember correctly, the bathrooms and
showers near the gym and tennis courts, right off the parking lot, were also opened to
unhoused people who were brought in by bus to use them. Why is the plumbing for this
bathroom/shower room not sufficient to use?

From 8 AM to 8 PM every weekend during soccer season, hundreds of people *per hour* are
there for games, and even more tournaments. 
(3 soccer fields, 18 player roster x 2 teams, assume 1 parent per player x 2 teams = potential
288 people at the Cubberley fields per hour)

Fields close at 8 PM. Why are the bathrooms going to be open until 10 PM? Who do you think
will be attracted to open bathrooms in a small neighborhood at 10 PM when the park is
closed? 

When there is a line at the bathrooms, as there inevitably will be, where will it go? Towards
the street and onto the sidewalk? Across the paved path where bikes are supposed to go? 

It says bathrooms will be cleaned every day. Does that mean Saturday, Sunday, and holidays
too?  

While the plan of daily cleaning sounds great as pitched by the consultant, is the City
committing to this? If so, what guarantee do we have that the City will back that up with the
funds to pay someone to do it? Who will that be? 

What happens when there are city budget cuts and the funds to have the bathrooms cleaned
every day are cut? This will have a very negative impact on neighbors and the neighborhood
in general.

What city worker will be on call to take a phone call that the toilets are overflowing or that the
sewer line is leaking raw sewage? 
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Who will be responsible for fixing plumbing blockages and breaks, and who will be
responsible for cleaning them up? 

We all know that plumbers are twice as expensive on weekends. Will the city pay those prices
or will they wait until Monday? 

We all know that plumbers are often busy and I know we've had to wait long periods of time
for them to show up. Who will be in charge of making sure they do? 

What happens to the quality of life of the neighborhood (and especially those who live close
by) when there's a stench waiting for the city's attention? 

Tammy



From: Kazuki Notsu
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Court usage at Palo Alto
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 3:36:06 PM

You don't often get email from kazuki@incubatefund.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Ladies and Gentlemen,

I play pickleball at Palo Alto almost every day.
Thank you very much for providing such a wonderful space. 

At the same time, due to huge increase of Pickleball players, the courts is flood. 
Always, more than 50 people are waiting. Sometimes they go back home without playing 1
game due to it.

It’s a mistake to not give priority to Pickleball at Mitchell Park, 7 nights a week
(you can see only 2 tennis players play while 16+ pickleball players kicked out) 
There are 17 lit tennis courts in Palo Alto, many of which are empty every night.
Mitchell Park has a thriving Pickleball community that allows friends and family to
exercise and connect together unlike any other sport. Failing to provide more capacity
for Pickleball will harm the sport’s growth
(If it's crowded, such low level players can't play) 

Hope you will take my word and make it a better environment for Palo Alto residents.

Many thanks,
KAZUKI 

Kazuki Notsu | Incubate Fund US | Founder & Managing Director | +1-650-943-3294

https://www.incubatefundus.com/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kazuki-notsu-8540b827/

e-mail: kazuki@incubatefund.com

116 Alley way, Mountain View, CA 94040, USA
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From: Lynn Hollyn
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: dire need for permanent PB courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 9:25:18 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lynn.hollyn@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To the ParkRec Committee and Adam Howard 
Re City Hall Meeting Pickleball Courts

As both a tennis and pickleball player,

I urgently request that we have use of the temporary pickleball
courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. 
Players who cannot play during the day should have the opportunity to play
at night time. Last Monday a court had 16 paddles waiting!  

We appreciate the use of eight permanent pickleball courts.  But, these are
insufficient for the numbers of players at Mitchell Park. 
(T  We have 500-800 active members and many more visitors!

I am told that there are 54 tennis courts in Palo Alto. I can say with certainty
that I am almost always playing tennis 
with most other courts empty.  to wit: Paly Pigh, Nealon, Rinconada  etc. 

Pickleball offers many more advantages than tennis (much as I love tennis):

1. Pickleball is easy for players looking to find a partner or an opponent for
singles of doubles. 
2. Pickleball is the fastest rowing sport in America
3.  Pickleball offers a social aspect that encourages a sense of commonality
across the grievous political divide. 
4. Pickleball is very much a community sport that forges friendships off the
court.
5. Pickleball is more welcoming and offers "pick up play" for all different
levels. 
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6. Pickleball has a health benefit.  Because it is easier than tennis, it
encourages people to get active versus depressed or overweight.
7. Pickleball brings together all ages of people,so I am thrilled at pickleball to
be friendly with every age person!! 
8. Pickleball unites all nationalities and colors of skin.  I have access to an
enormous sector of people that Tennis does not provide. 
    In these racially charged times, pickleball is a league of nations bringing
people together and broadens our cultural horizons!

Thank you for listening.  

Please contact me if I can further advance the use of the temporary
pickleball courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. 

Warm regards,

Lynn Hollyn
400 block Seale Avenue
Palo Alto

lynn hollyn
lynnhollyn.co

 

http://www.lynnhollyn.com/


From: Kyrie Robinson
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Expand pickleball hours
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:18:30 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from kyrierobinson28@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I strongly request that the city make the ALL pickleball courts at Mitchell available all day,
8am-10pm. I have been there on many occasions in the evening when the temporary courts
revert to tennis players. It’s silly to have 4 tennis players occupying those 2 courts when there
are DOZENS of other tennis courts in the city. 

Mitchell park is the only place we have pickleball, and in the afternoon/evening there are so
many players waiting once the temporary courts go back to tennis! 

I was there with my family and we counted 36 players waiting for courts. So we gave up and
went home. As we were leaving, 3 teen boys were walking up and they turned around and left
as well.  The number of waiting players doesn’t count all the hopeful players who gave went
home. 

Pickleball attracts a population that might not otherwise be getting outside as much and
exercising. The city should be encouraging this healthy, community building sport even more!

Kyrie Robinson
Resident since 1975
-- 
null
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From: John Jacobs
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission; Monica Williams
Subject: Fwd: More dedicated pickleball courts!
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 9:26:09 PM

You don't often get email from johnajacobs@comcast.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam:

Apologies for this follow-up note to my previous e-mail below, but I just had a chance to read
carefully through your analysis that you sent to Parks and Recreation for consideration on
Tuesday evening, and I would like to make two additional points: 

1. Should Parks and Rec decide to convert tennis courts Courts 5 and 6 at Mitchell to
dedicated pickleball courts as we hope, that still leaves lit tennis courts 1-4 at Mitchell in the
southern part of town to go along with Rinconada’s six lit courts and Paly’s seven, a total of
17. This compares to the 15 total lit courts pickleballers would then have for night play. Given
the fact that there are lots more pickleballers than tennis players using courts at night, that still
is a very unfavorable ratio for pickleballers. Without the conversion, that ratio is even worse
(our current situation).

2. It should also be noted that pickleballers already have to travel from all parts of Palo Alto to
use the courts at Mitchell, so the argument that tennis players might have to travel a bit to find
lit courts at either Paly, Rinconada or Mitchell shouldn’t be viewed as a major inconvenience
if we’re comparing apples to apples.

Again, thank you for your attention to this matter which really does affect a lot of very
enthusiastic pickleballers, with many more, undoubtedly, waiting in the wings.

Sincerely,

John Jacobs
3724 Ortega Court
Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Jacobs <johnajacobs@comcast.net>
Subject: More dedicated pickleball courts!
Date: September 23, 2022 at 11:27:45 AM PDT
To: ParkRec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org,
adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org
Cc: Monica Williams <moniwilliams@yahoo.com>

Dear Adam-
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mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:moniwilliams@yahoo.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:johnajacobs@comcast.net
mailto:ParkRec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:moniwilliams@yahoo.com


I’m a long time tennis player, having played on Palo Alto courts from 1971-2004.
I always enjoyed the game, but due to recurring injuries from tennis, I had to stop
playing in 2004 just after turning 60. It was a couple of years ago when Monica
Williams, an old friend from the Palo Alto Tennis Club, enticed me to try
pickleball and I’ve been hooked ever since.

The growth of the game has amazed me just in the relatively short time I’ve been
playing. Even during tennis’ heyday in the 70’s and early 80’s, I never saw the
kind of pressure to find an open court that I do now at Mitchell Park with
pickleball. The game has exploded, and it’s due to it being accessible to all ages
and athletic abilities, and the fact that it is a very social sport with tons of
laughing and bantering being the order of the day. I’m 78 now and am really
enjoying getting out several times a week to play. It keeps me fit, meeting new
people and in a positive frame of mind during these challenging times. To be able
to play and avoid the hot sun, I have to get to Mitchell at a pretty early hour (7:30-
8 a.m.). The courts are normally full by 8:30 or 9. By 10, the courts are usually
packed with people waiting to get on- unbelievable.

I frequently bike through Mitchell and Rinconada Parks, as well as through the
high school campuses on weekends, and I can’t remember the last time I saw all
the tennis courts in a location being utilized. For pickleball players, however,
there is only one location to go to in Palo Alto, with constant pressure on those
courts. It only seems reasonable that the city would try begin to make this
situation more equitable by converting the two back tennis courts at Mitchell to
dedicated pickleball courts, allowing easier access to all present and future
pickleball players: the greatest good for the greatest number.

I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

John Jacobs
3724 Ortega Court
Palo Alto, CA 94303



From: linda leaver
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fwd: pickleball
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 9:25:38 AM

You don't often get email from lindajleaver@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

From: linda leaver <lindajleaver@gmail.com>
Subject: pickleball
Date: September 22, 2022 at 9:23:12 AM PDT
To: ParkRec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org

Dear Commission Members,

I support the usage of the temporary pickle ball courts at Mitchell Park 7 days a week all day
and evening. I live in Los Altos, and I belong to PAPC.  Mitchell Park is my main place to
play because of their welcoming and inclusive culture.

Thank you for listening, and for all you have done for pickle ball, the fastest growing sport in
America.

Best regards,

Linda
 
Brian Boitano Enterprises
10545 West Loyola
Los Altos, CA 94024
650 948 2478
  
  
http://www.twitter.com/brianboitano/
http://www.brianboitano.com/
http://www.facebook.com/brianboitano/
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From: Mary Fran Miller
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fwd: Support Mitchell Park Pickleball Court Usage Every Day of the Week
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 1:17:12 PM

You don't often get email from mfmiller@aol.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Forwarding as error in email address in original message.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mary Fran Miller <mfmiller@aol.com>
Subject: Support Mitchell Park Pickleball Court Usage Every Day of
the Week
Date: September 22, 2022 at 1:10:15 PM PDT
To: ParkRec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org.and,
Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org

Dear Palo Alto Park & Recreation Commissioners, 

I support Daily Pickleball Court Usage on the 7 Duel Use courts (Tennis &
Pickleball) at Mitchell Park between 8 am - 10 pm. Although this removes
the current Tennis priority hours between  3 pm - 10 pm, there are 54 Palo
Alto public tennis court options for tennis players. Pickleball players who
work or are otherwise not available to play during the day will have an
opportunity to play without long waits. With this change, there would be an
increase from Six to Thirteen lighted pickleball courts at Mitchell Park. And
thus, 28 potential Double pickleball players could play versus 6 Single
tennis players. 

Sincerely,
Mary Fran Miller 
Palo Alto Pickleball Member since 2016
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From: igorsme@gmail.com
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: I support court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a week for Pickleball.
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 11:56:08 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from igorsme@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam and the Park Rec Commission,
I support court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a week for Pickleball.
 
Thank you.
Igor Smelyansky.
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From: Francis Chiu
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: I support Mitchell Park temporary pickleball courts usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a week
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:42:55 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from francis.chiu@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

-- 

__________

Regards,

Francis
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From: Amy Tang
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: I support the priority pickleball usage of the dual striped courts from 8am to 10pm everyday
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 2:38:05 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tangming8829@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mr. Howard,
Dear Park and Recreation Commission of City of Palo Alto,

I am writing to thank you for the support you have been giving to the pickleball community
in the city of Palo Alto, and to support the priority pickleball usage of the two dual striped
courts from 8am - 10 pm everyday.  

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the US.  Palo Alto Pickleball Club is probably the
fastest growing club in the city of Palo Alto.  It has over 800 members now.  Mitchell Park has
been a center, if not a birthplace, for pickleball in the Bay Area, thanks to your support in the
past!  Converting the two temporary pickleball/tennis courts to permanent pickleball courts
will support the fast growth of pickleball in Palo Alto.

Thank you very much for reading my email.  
See you at the meeting on Tuesday.

Amy T

mailto:tangming8829@gmail.com
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From: Denis Severson
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam; Judy Severson
Subject: in support of pickleball priority on dual-use courts at Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 3:58:50 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from denis.severson@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Rec commission members,

We support the usage of the dual-use courts at Mitchell Park by pickleball from 8:00am to
10:00pm.  The growing popularity of pickleball in our city has resulted in many people
wanting to play, and those who work during the day can only play at night.  The availability of
just the six permanent courts by pickleball at night means they are very busy, often with eight
people waiting to get onto each court, while there are often just two people using each of the
two tennis courts.  In contrast, those courts are marked for seven pickleball courts which can
accommodate twenty eight pickleball players.  We hope that the commission will seriously
consider extending priority for pickleball on the dual-use courts to the hours of 8:00am to
10:00pm.

Sincerely,
Denis and Judy Severson
455 Coleridge Ave
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From: Jamie Pearson
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: It"s time to rip off the bandaid
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 3:03:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jrpearson@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam and Commissioners!

I'm a long time Palo Alto resident and pickleball player writing to urge you to take decisive
action on the mixed use courts at Mitchell Park. Pickleball should have priority seven nights
a week.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. This basically just takes us back to where we were four years ago and
doesn't acknowledge or accommodate the sport's explosive growth with younger players
who are only available to play after work hours.

Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night while FOUR tennis players
displace them. It's outrageous and wrong.  

Your job is to provide equity to the community. I know it's not easy, but dedicating the multi-
use courts to pickleball immediately is the equitable thing to do. There are plenty of places
to play tennis at night. Please provide the same opportunities for pickleball.

It's long past time to rip off the bandaid on this issue.  These slow and incremental changes are
wasteful of everyone's time and energy. It's obvious that these courts will eventually have to
be all pickleball, all the time. Can we please not do this halfway?

Thank you for your consideration,

Jamie Pearson
709 Greer Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Kelly Tong
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park COURT USAGE support for Pickleball
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 4:22:35 PM

[You don't often get email from tongke@att.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To whom it may concern:

It has been brought to my attention Mitchell Park COURT USAGE is on the Agenda on
The Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 7PM.
I would like to express my full support to Prioritize Pickleball  court usage from 8am - 10pm 7 days a week.

Regards,
Kelly Tong

mailto:tongke@att.net
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jerold Pearson
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park dual-use court priority times
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 5:47:26 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jeroldpearson@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear All,

Just a brief note encouraging you to adjust the priority times on the dual-use courts at Mitchell Park
so that pickleball has priority from 8am - 10pm, 7 days a week.

Thanks.

Jerold Pearson
650-390-3972
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From: Maralissa Thomas
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Duel Use Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:35:41 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from maralissathomas@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission,

As a resident of Palo Alto and a teacher who is limited to using courts after 3 pm, I am often
unable to participate in my sport due to the current restrictions on court usage. 

Please consider dual usage of the temporary pickleball courts from 8am - 10pm, 7 days a
week. There’s an enormous of number of pickleball players in our city. And, the number is
growing steadily because the sport is conducive to all ages and provides healthy, vigorous
exercise to all.

To be turned away from the sport due to an unequal distribution of court times can be
corrected with a redistribution.

Thank you for your thorough consideration.

Maralissa Thomas

“Own your stuff. Love the doing."
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From: Chris Steck
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Duel Use Courts
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 9:13:06 AM

[You don't often get email from chrissteck68@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I support pickleball use on the courts from 3pm to 10pm seven days a week.
Chris Steck(Palo Alto resident)

Sent from my iPhone
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From: JD Diepenbrock
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickelball Courts -- IN SUPPORT of PICKLEBALL usage from 8:00 am - 10:00 pm 7 days a week
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 5:34:41 PM

You don't often get email from tappej@aol.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello, Commissioners of the Parks and Rec Commission
and Adam Howard, 

Please count me as one of the very strong supporters of
changing the Dual-Use Tennis Courts at Mitchell Park to
Pickleball usage from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm 7 days a
week.

Watching 4 tennis players play on two tennis courts while
we squeeze 80+ pickleball players onto our courts just
doesn't make sense. We need to keep up with the
changing landscape of our community's needs. Pickleball
is here to stay. It is extremely popular and only getting
more and more popular by the day. 

Thank you for your consideration.

JD
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From: Christina Lee
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball - We need dedicated courts!
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 10:16:47 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mewmew@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi - 

I am a mom with two teenage kids and have been a Palo Alto resident (Charleston-Meadow
area) since 2008.  I'm writing to you to express the importance of having dedicated
Pickleball courts at Mitchell Park.

As a working mom, the past few years have been really difficult for me personally with
COVID isolation.  I started playing Pickleball with friends and neighbors about a year ago,
which has been a great help to get me out of depression. Unlike any other sports game, I
felt genuinely welcomed as a rookie.  The players would welcome anyone to play together
and were kind enough to teach beginners tips + tricks.  There is a real sense of community
and connection. 

However, the court situation has been very challenging - esp. at night time when Pickleball
players are treated as "second class citizens" as we are not given the priority to play (vs.
Tennis).  There are 17-lit tennis courts in Palo Alto, many of which are empty every night. 
On the other hand, there are just way too many Pickleball players queuing up for the very
limited number of courts.  This sport is picking up in popularity, and I would imagine this
situation would only get worse.  

Can you please consider:

1. Giving priority to Pickleball at Mitchell Park, seven nights a week

2. Building / Dedicating more courts at Mitchell Park to Pickleball only 

With best regards,

Christina Lee
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From: Masashi Suzuki
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball / Tennis issue
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 9:21:14 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from moshsuzuki@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Park Recreation Commission,

I'm Mosh Suzuki and have watched both Pickleball and tennis courts as I practice hitting the
balls with the walls in-between these courts all the time for a month.  (I injured my arm badly
and have not been able to play games for entire month)

I can clearly say that Pickleball ones are pretty full from 7:30am ish to past 10:00am all days
whereas some of the tennis courts are empty during that time.  
I don't come at night often but situation in Pickleball courts are worse than in the morning, but
tennis courts are scarce at times.

--

And I sometimes see tennis players playing tennis in the morning occupying three Pickleball
courts, probably without knowing the priority rule.  
As Pickleball players has "courtesy protocol", most players don't complain to them but it's sad
to see them waiting for courts to be available in the busy morning time before coming to their
workplaces.

I hope these information would be helpful when you make a decision for the ruling matter.

Best regards,
Mosh
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From: Jennifer Schmidt
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Cc: mwilliams
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball Courts - temporary pickleball courts needed from 8am to 10pm, 7 days
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:40:48 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from
jenniferschmidt097@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Park and Rec Commission, Adam,
I understand the Park and Rec commission is discussing the mixed use (tennis/pickleball)
courts at Mitchell Park in the upcoming meeting. We are requesting the use of the
temporary pickleball courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. 

There is a thriving pickleball community at Mitchell Park in Palo Alto, including over 800
members and an equal number of non-members who also play at Mitchell. Proudly I'd say
Palo Alto has one of the strongest pickleball communities in the Bay Area. 

We appreciate that we have 8 permanent pickleball courts (THANK YOU!!), but these
are insufficient for the numbers of players at Mitchell Park. The 2 tennis courts
support 6 pickleball courts...which translates to 4-8 people on the tennis courts vs 24
people on the pickleball court. It's also worth noting that there are 54 tennis courts in
Palo Alto so alternatives exist for tennis players, whereas there is no alternative
location for pickleball.

The current available capacity is a limiting factor. It has gotten so busy at the
pickleball courts in Mitchell Park that my husband and I have stopped playing there.
You have to wait too long in between games; often it's 4 on, 4 off. I would love to play
pickleball again at public Palo Alto courts if Parks and Rec increases the capacity
within the city. Allowing the use of the temporary pickleball courts at Mitchell Park from
8am to 10pm, 7 days a week is a good start.

Thank you for your support,
Jennifer Schmidt
14 year resident of Palo Alto, Barron Park
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From: kenny=schumacher.jp@mail.schumacher.jp on behalf of Kenny
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park pickleball courts
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 12:11:47 AM

[You don't often get email from kenny@schumacher.jp. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hi Adam,

I'm a frequent pickleball player in Mitchell Park who is very grateful
for the existing 8 permanent pickleball courts we have. However I know I
speak for hundreds of players when I say that the existing 8 courts are
not enough to meet the demand, and am requesting the use of the
temporary pickleball courts from 8am - 10pm, 7 days a week.

Each tennis court in the pickleball area can support up to 16 players (4
players per pickleball court, 4 pickleball courts per 1 tennis court),
for a total of 32 pickleball players with the 2 tennis courts in the
pickleball area of Mitchell Park. Compare that to the 4 tennis players
that would occupy the 2 tennis courts (it's rare to see doubles players).

It's frustrating for 16-32 people to be kicked off to allow 2-4 tennis
players to play, especially when there are so many other tennis courts
in Palo Alto (but no other pickleball courts).

Thank you for your consideration.

Best,
Kenny
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From: Bill Garvey
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 2:04:01 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bgarvey3232@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I support pickleball court usage from 8a - 10p 7 days a week. 

Also, I strongly suggest the city convert the temporary courts at Mitchell Park to permanent
courts. Further the city should build additional permanent pickleball courts at Mitchell Park
and should build permanent pickleball courts at some of the other larger parks in Palo Alto. 

-- 
Bill Garvey
3232 Emerson St, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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From: charlene johnson
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park pickleball courts
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 3:21:15 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ccjohnson3@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello, 

We would like to request that we have use of the temporary pickleball courts
from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. Players who cannot play during the day
should have the opportunity to play at night time. Last Monday a court had 16
paddles waiting!  We have over 800 members 

We truly APPRECIATED that we have 8 permanent pickleball courts but these are
insufficient for the numbers of players at Mitchell Park. (There are 54 tennis courts
in Palo Alto.)  

Thank you! 
Charlene Johnson 

-- 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sergey Lazarevsky
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 7:53:28 PM

You don't often get email from slazarevsky@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello, Commissioners of the Parks and Rec Commission and Adam Howard, Please count me as 
one of the very strong supporters of changing the Dual-Use Tennis Courts at Mitchell Park to 
Pickleball usage from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm 7 days a week. Thank you, Sergey 

mailto:slazarevsky@gmail.com
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From: Sabrina Lin
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:50:04 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sabrinamylin@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam
I learned about Pickleball and joined the Palo Alto Pickleball Club about a year ago. I do
appreciate that Palo Alto has 8 permanent pickleball courts but these are insufficient for the
growing number of pickleball players.  Since I am semi-retired and work overseas hours, I am
fortunate to be able play pickleball during the morning hours.  However, I hear from friends
that the lines are long at the mixed use courts (I think about 7 courts) at Mitchell for those who
work.  I support the use of the courts for Pickleball 8-10pm 7 days a week.
thanks very much.
best regards
Sabrina Lin
6503849808
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From: Irene Zou
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 3:50:53 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from irene.zou@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Sir,

I'd like to support the removal of the court usage priorities from 8 - 10pm 7
days/week for fewer tennis players as we see a huge increasing amount of
pickleball players every night waiting for courts while only a couple of
tennis players are playing.  Thank you for your consideration! I've been
living in Palo Alto for about 30 years. Address: 4173 El Camino Real #14,
Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Best regards,

Irene Zou

mailto:irene.zou@gmail.com
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From: Dorit Perry
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: (pomodorit@gmail.com) Perry
Subject: Mitchell Patk. Pickleball
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 12:09:48 PM

You don't often get email from pomodorit@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Commission 

There are 54 tennis courts, in various neighborhoods.   The 2 tennis courts at Mitchell
Park should be converted to permanent pickleball courts.  There is ample demand for
additional pickleball courts.  Many times multiple people are waiting. 

It makes sense to concentrate the PB at Mitchell Park. 

Tennis players have options near the library and at Over 50 other courts.   

Some evenings 4 people are playing tennis in a f at space that would accommodate
50 PB players.  The numbers simply no longer justify this use. 

I urge you to convert the courts to permanent PB courts.  
Dorit
Brief because sent from my iPhone

mailto:pomodorit@gmail.com
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From: david vargas
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission; mwilliams
Subject: Mitchell Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 2:49:36 PM

[You don't often get email from dlvargas@mac.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hello.

First, thank you for placing the item, use of Mitchell Park Pickleball Courts, on the upcoming commission agenda. It
is greatly appreciated as a subject and as an opportunity for the community to speak.

I add my voice to the chorus that it is vital that courts be designated for pickleball use at Mitchell Park, ideally as
permanent and properly marked courts.

As you well know, pickleball is the fastest growing sport/activity in America. This is extremely evident in Palo Alto
where pickleball is enjoying explosive growth and popularity.

There are numerous reasons for this fact, but important among them is the active lifestyle of Palo Altans and the
community's aging population. The sport lends itself to be played by people of all ages. It is acknowledged,
however, as a very friendly sport for seniors because of how the game is played. The sociability of the sport also
makes it very attractive to seniors.

This being said, please do not mistake my comments to imply that pickleball is solely a sport for older players. This
is not the case. People of all ages play, interact and socialize. It may be unique as an activity that fosters interaction
by young and older alike.

I strongly encourage that you support extension of pickleball courts to meet the existing (and growing) demand for
the sport.

Thank you considering this proposal. Please let us know how the community may help in making this idea a reality.

~David Vargas
650 804-0951
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From: John Jacobs
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Cc: Monica Williams
Subject: More dedicated pickleball courts!
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 11:27:53 AM

[You don't often get email from johnajacobs@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Adam-

I’m a long time tennis player, having played on Palo Alto courts from 1971-2004. I always enjoyed the game, but
due to recurring injuries from tennis, I had to stop playing in 2004 just after turning 60. It was a couple of years ago
when Monica Williams, an old friend from the Palo Alto Tennis Club, enticed me to try pickleball and I’ve been
hooked ever since.

The growth of the game has amazed me just in the relatively short time I’ve been playing. Even during tennis’
heyday in the 70’s and early 80’s, I never saw the kind of pressure to find an open court that I do now at Mitchell
Park with pickleball. The game has exploded, and it’s due to it being accessible to all ages and athletic abilities, and
the fact that it is a very social sport with tons of laughing and bantering being the order of the day. I’m 78 now and
am really enjoying getting out several times a week to play. It keeps me fit, meeting new people and in a positive
frame of mind during these challenging times. To be able to play and avoid the hot sun, I have to get to Mitchell at a
pretty early hour (7:30-8 a.m.). The courts are normally full by 8:30 or 9. By 10, the courts are usually packed with
people waiting to get on- unbelievable.

I frequently bike through Mitchell and Rinconada Parks, as well as through the high school campuses on weekends,
and I can’t remember the last time I saw all the tennis courts in a location being utilized. For pickleball players,
however, there is only one location to go to in Palo Alto, with constant pressure on those courts. It only seems
reasonable that the city would try begin to make this situation more equitable by converting the two back tennis
courts at Mitchell to dedicated pickleball courts, allowing easier access to all present and future pickleball players:
the greatest good for the greatest number.

I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

John Jacobs
3724 Ortega Court
Palo Alto, CA 94303

mailto:johnajacobs@comcast.net
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From: MikeDeb
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: More pickleball court time please
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 5:20:54 PM

[You don't often get email from mikedeblee@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Commission Members

Both Tennis and Pickleball players try and enjoy court facilities.
However, there is such a huge demand for the small fraction of Pickleball courts and time slots. There needs to be
better equity in court availability to enable us all to be able to have a chance to play.  Currently it is far easier to find
an open tennis court than Pickleball. I often have to sit out 3 pickleball games to play one, at the few courts that are
open. Finding tennis courts is pretty easy. Not much waiting. But more and more of my friends and citizens want to
play Pickleball.
I think demand will continue to grow rapidly and so will discontent with imbalanced accessibility
Thank you for your interest and efforts to enable equitable use of our city’s recreational facilities.
Sincerely
Michael Lee

Mike Lee
Sent from my iPad

mailto:mikedeblee@comcast.net
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From: Indy Ting
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Need more pickleball courts
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 2:55:05 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from indyting@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear sir

As you know more and more Palo Alto residents are getting into pickleball playing.

I really hope the city will provide more courts and more playing time to accommodate the explosive demand to play
pickleball in the recreation park.

Thank you for your consideration

Downtown Palo Alto resident
Indy Ting

Sent from my iPad

mailto:indyting@hotmail.com
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From: Michael Leung
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Palo Alto Pickleball
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 5:31:11 PM

You don't often get email from mhsleung@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi,
 I'm writing to you to urge the City of Palo Alto to designate more courts for Pickleball only. 
I've started playing Pickeball for about six months, and Mitchell Park is the place I started
learning about this new sport.  It is a fantastic community, with the kindest and most
welcoming people.  I would totally feel comfortable walking in by myself and playing drop-in.
  
The number of courts available for Pickleball at Mitchell Park is not sufficient to meet its
popular demand.  I have noticed there were way too many instances where a long line of
Pickleball players waiting for court space, esp. during after-work hours.  I love the fact that
there is a thriving Pickleball community here at Mitchell Park.  
Can you please consider:
1. Giving priority to Pickleball at Mitchell Park
2. Dedicating more courts at Mitchell Park to Pickleball only 

Thanks, 
Michael

mailto:mhsleung@yahoo.com
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From: Lynn Hollyn
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Park and Rec Meeting Tues Sept 27
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 10:24:13 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lynn.hollyn@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

re:    The Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting 
          Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 7PM

My humble apologies: 
please submit this letter (typos have been corrected from letter of  22
September)

To the ParkRec Committee and Adam Howard 
Re City Hall Meeting Pickleball Courts

As both a tennis and pickleball player,

I urgently request that we have use of the temporary pickleball
courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. 
Players who cannot play during the day should have the opportunity to play
at night time.
Last Monday a court had 16 paddles waiting!  

We appreciate the use of eight permanent pickleball courts.  But, these are
insufficient for the numbers of players at Mitchell Park. 
(We have 500-800 active members and many more visitors!)

I am told that there are 54 tennis courts in Palo Alto. I can say with certainty
that whenever I play tennis or drive past the courts, most courts are empty.
 to wit: Paly High, Nealon, Rinconada  etc. 

Pickleball offers many more advantages than tennis (much as I love tennis):

1. Pickleball is easy for players looking to find a partner-- or an opponent--

mailto:lynn.hollyn@gmail.com
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for singles, or doubles. 
2. Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in America
3.  Pickleball offers a social aspect that encourages a sense of commonality
across the grievous political divide. 
4. Pickleball forges a much needed sense of community -- and fosters
friendships off the court.
5. Pickleball is more welcoming than tennis and offers "pick up play" for all
different levels. 
6. Pickleball has a health benefit.  Because it is easier than tennis, it
encourages people to get active versus depressed or overweight.
7. Pickleball brings together all ages of people, so I am thrilled to be friendly
with every age person!! 
8. Pickleball unites all nationalities and colors of skin.  I have access to an
enormous sector of people that Tennis does not provide.
 
In these racially charged times, pickleball is a league of nations bringing
people together and broadening our cultural horizons!

Thank you for listening.  

Please contact me if I can further advance the use of the temporary
pickleball courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. 

Warm regards,

Lynn Hollyn
400 block Seale Avenue
Palo Alto

-- 
lynn hollyn
lynnhollyn.co

 

http://www.lynnhollyn.com/


From: Ranette Fletcher
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Parks and Rec Committee Meeting 9/27/22
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 7:24:59 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ranette.fletcher@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Committee:

Thank you for meeting regarding this important issue.  I am an avid pickleball player and
resident of Palo Alto for almost 40 years.  I have enjoyed many Palo Alto Rec activities and I
would love to see pickleball as a priority from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 7 days a week at
Mitchell Park. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Ranette Fletcher

mailto:ranette.fletcher@gmail.com
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From: tim anderson
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: PB courts at Mitchell
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 7:57:39 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from timanderson999@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am requesting and supporting the idea that pickleball players have use of the temporary PB
courts at Mitchell Park from 8a-10p, 7 days a week.  

I am BOTH a tennis and pickleball player. 

The courts need to be allocated such that they are serving the most people possible, which will
often translate to pickleball players (where you can fit 16 on a tennis court!) having priority
over tennis players (only 4 to a court!).

Regards

-- 

Tim Anderson

mailto:timanderson999@gmail.com
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From: Yvonne Bursch
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickelball Mitchell Park court hours
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:36:49 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from beachbonnie@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Parks & Recreation Commission 

This is in regards to the court usage policy at Mitchell park. I think the overall fair solution is
giving Pickleball priority on the 2 multi-use courts for the late afternoon and nights for all 7
days from 3pm to 10pm. 

Palo Alto City has 17 lit tennis only courts and pickleball needs 1 place to have our own.
There are still 4 tennis only lit courts at Mitchell park so they have their own space. Some
Pickelball players come from other cities to pla here specifically and  I believe tennis players
can also go to other local city’s  parks to play tennis. 

A) There are many many players that can’t play during day hours so the after work hours are
critical. 
B) Pickelball has exponentially grown during the pandemic. 
C) Outdoor activity is so needed for everyone’s mental health. 
D) It welcomes all ages, levels, very inclusive and super friendly!

As you may know 1 tennis court is 4 Pickelball courts so this would meet the  huge demand
and definitely make pickleball MORE FUN and less frustrating on extra busy evenings.   

With over 800 Palo Alto pickleball club members and players from all over the world Mitchell
Park has become an incredible thriving community that allows friends and family to exercise
and connect together unlike any other sport. 

I’m hoping to attend the city meeting on Tuesday Sep27 in-person or at least be on the Zoom
call. 

For me personally Pickelball play and the social bonds has been extremely important for 4
years+  now and especially in this last year as my Mother passed away in 2021.
 
Thank you very much for all you’ve done already and what is to be done in the future too!

Best regards 
Yvonne Bursch 
Resident of Palo Alto since 2007
Mother & step Father residents since 1978
-- 

Do you know that Webster’s Dictionary has added 57 new words and one of them is
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PICKLEBALL!?
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I apologize for any typos this message was sent via iPhone/iPad



From: Jen Donat
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickle ball!
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 7:48:24 PM

You don't often get email from jendonat@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Pickleball has become our favorite way to exercise and socialize at the same time! My
husband, kids and I all support court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a week, if not more! Thank
you!

Jen Donat
Owner, Transform Fitness Studio
www.TransformFitnessMV.com

mailto:jendonat@gmail.com
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From: Matt Goldman
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 3:39:32 PM
Attachments: IMG_5271.heic

Some people who received this message don't often get email from
mattgoldman5850@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hey folks,

I'm sure you are getting tons of emails about how important it is to expand access to pickleball
in the evening at Mitchell Park. I presume you are familiar with the basic facts and just wanted
to give you my story.

Even at the relatively young age of 36, I've suffered enough knee injuries to force me to
mostly give up my lifetime passion of basketball. And then moving to Palo Alto shortly before
the pandemic, I did not have a lot of friends in the area and really struggled with some pretty
extreme social isolation while working from home over the past few years. About four months
ago I discovered pickleball and through the advice of a friend, I bought a paddle and simply
showed up at Mitchell Park. I was a terrible player who could barely get the ball over the net
and didn't know anyone, but still I was welcomed to the courts, taught the rules of the games
and the norms and expectations of "paddling in" by fellow players. I've been a "pickup" athlete
my entire life, but never before have I experienced such a welcoming attitude toward a new
player.

Over the last four months, I have been to Mitchell Park more days than not. I have found a
new sport that more completely replaces the competitive and social role basketball played in
my life than I thought would ever be possible and I have become part of an incredibly friendly
and welcoming community. I met my current girlfriend at Mitchell Park and at least a few
(hopefully) life long friends. I even had the privilege to enter and win a tournament recently
with one of the seasoned players who taught me how to play on that first day when I showed
up as a clueless novice (see pic).

Pickleball already plays a powerful role in my athletic and social lives and looks like a sport
that may sustain me for many years to come. The contrast to a sport like tennis - where I
would have needed hours of lessons to play competitively, could only play with those
carefully matched to my ability level, and where my knees might not be able to sustain a long
career - are obvious. And in a world facing the twin epidemics of obesity and loneliness -
epidemics to which are elderly citizens are sadly most susceptible - it could not be more
obvious to me that the social value of pickleball dramatically outstrips the value of tennis.

And even with all that said, it is not a 1 for 1 trade between pickleball and tennis that we are
asking for. It is frequently the case that a single tennis player with a ball machine, can unseat a
total of 16 players (4 courts x 4 players) or that two games of tennis could unseat 28 pickleball
players (across all 7 courts). At a time when the courts are already beyond full, this scrunches
many players onto the remaining courts - effectively doubling wait times and often resulting in
3+ game waits on the main courts (that means you are only playing 25% of the time!). And

mailto:mattgoldman5850@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification



even worse yet is the impact this has on the attitudes of pickleball players. Frustrated with the
long wait teams, everyone gets more focused on *their* game, how long until they get to play
and trying to make sure that it is a game with exactly the players they want to play. And as a
result they are less likely to be patient with new players. In short, it makes experiences like I
had the first day I showed up at Mitchell Park - where more experienced players chose to
welcome me to the game at the expense of their own time and the quality of their games - less
likely.

There are lots of other important reasons why it makes practical sense to convert all multi-use
courts at mitchell park to full time pickleball (or atleast give pickleball priority). In particular,
I will just note that the location of these courts - far removed from nearby housing - makes
them ideal from a noise perspective. And that the sense of community engendered by placing
so many courts in such a small space really is powerful, but I will leave it to others to give
more relevant perspective on these aspects.

Anyway, thanks for listening!

Best,
Matt



From: Joshua Silver
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:34:31 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from joshua.silver@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission,

I have been a Palo Alto resident for the last 25 years and I frequently
play pickleball at Mitchell Park with my family.

I understand you will be meeting soon to discuss the pickleball courts at Mitchell
Park.  I urge you to please convert the two mixed use courts at Mitchell Park to
permanent pickleball courts for all 7 days of the week. I often try to play in the
evenings and find that there can be 30-40 people waiting to get on the pickleball
courts.  The two tennis courts could accommodate 28 pickleball players instead of 4
tennis players. There are many other tennis courts in Palo Alto but only one place to
play pickleball.

Joshua Silver
Palo Alto Resident
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From: kokoiman here
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 5:46:20 PM

You don't often get email from kokoiman@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Park Commission,

It’s a mistake to not give priority to Pickleball at Mitchell Park, 7 nights a week
There are 17 lit tennis courts in Palo Alto, many of which are empty every night.
Mitchell Park has a thriving Pickleball community that allows friends and family to exercise and connect
together unlike any other sport. Failing to provide more capacity for Pickleball will harm the sport’s growth

I frequently play at Mitchell Park during weeknights and not having the availability to play there will be a
great loss to me and my family. I hope you'll consider giving Pickleball priority at Mitchell Park.

thank you,

  Immanuel
  Pickleball enthusiast
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From: Kevin Ma
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball club member access to pickleball court
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 9:00:11 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from machi2074@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To whom it may concern,
  I am a palo alto pickleball club member. Recently I found it's harder and harder to find a
court because of the larger number of players. I wonder if our club can have use of the
temporary pickleball court from 8am to 10pm 7 days a week. And at night time. 
  Thank you for your consideration
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From: Amy Lauterbach
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Court Priority, and Pickleball Club membership update
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 10:09:36 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bird.amy@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam and the Parks and Recreation Commission,

I'd like to give you an update on the Palo Alto Pickleball Club membership statistics, and to
request pickleball priority on the multi-use courts at all times. 

As of Sept 23rd, we have 837 club members. All are dues-paying members except for 16
octogenarians who are eligible for honorary memberships. That's 104 club members per
evening court. The numbers are not fudged; no two-for-one offers or add-your-spouse-for-free
offers.

We currently have 438 members who reside in Palo Alto. That is 0.67% of all Palo Alto
residents!!! Our membership roster has had >50% Palo Alto residents for three years now, all
without the need for a waiting list. We anticipate reaching 60% Palo Alto resident membership
in 2023. 

You read in the paper that pickleball is growing at 30% per year? So, you might ask, what
about Palo Alto? Year-over-year growth is as follows:

2017->2018: 40% growth.
2018->2019: 30% growth.
2019->2020: 16% growth (pandemic slowdown).
2020->2021: 30% growth.
2021->2022: 8% growth as of today. We add about ten new members per week, so I
forecast y-o-y growth will be approximately 25%.
2023? We see no sign of slowing growth.

Is the club "recruiting" or doing outreach in the community? No. We don't post on NextDoor,
we don't run publicity articles in the local papers, we are doing nothing proactively to attract
new players. All of our growth is word of mouth. We would love to reach out to let all Palo
Alto residents know that they can come to the park to meet their neighbors, forge new
friendships, get exercise, and have fun, but we don't have the court capacity to absorb that. 

The Palo Alto Pickleball Club is proud to have partnered with Palo Alto Parks and
Recreation to build a thriving and welcoming community of players in the five short years we
have been in existence. We look forward to continuing our work in the coming five
years. Please help us expand our gathering place, where Palo Alto residents of all ages,
abilities, languages, cultures and levels of income come together to forge new
friendships and play with their neighbors. Please give us priority on the multi-use
courts all day, every day. And PLEASE, come play pickleball with us!

mailto:bird.amy@gmail.com
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Regards,
Amy Lauterbach
Palo Alto Pickleball Club, membership chair
Sutherland Drive, Palo Alto



From: Colleen Labozetta
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball court usage at Mitchell Park
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 2:40:48 PM

[You don't often get email from clabozetta@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hello, Parks and Recreation Commission members,

As a member of the Palo Alto Pickleball Club, I write to let you know how much we need more time on the public
courts at Mitchell Park. This sport has grown hugely in the last several years, and demand for courts has grown
exponentially. Pickleball courts accommodate many more players than tennis. There are 54 tennis courts in the city
of Palo Alto, so asking for more exclusive times for pickleball at Mitchell Park seems only fair.

In order to accommodate the increasingly large numbers of players, please consider our request to have the
exclusive use of the temporary pickleball courts from 8 am to 10 pm, 7 days a week.

Thank you.

Colleen Labozetta

mailto:clabozetta@gmail.com
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From: Villafana
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball Court Usage
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:54:40 AM

[You don't often get email from villafana3@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Commissioner,
I am a Palo Alto resident and have been for 43 years. I play pickleball three days a week at Mitchell Park. The
courts are often full throughout my play. It is imperative that with the usage of play we keep pickleball a priority on
these courts. They are a godsend to the health of all those who have been using the courts. I truly hope that you not
only make these courts a pickleball priority, but make them fully pickleball dedicated. The City has enough tennis
courts to accommodate the need of them for tennis players. Please consider the needs of your constituents as you
consider this .

Dave Villafana

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:villafana3@gmail.com
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From: Carol Mullin
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball court usage
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 11:48:30 AM

[You don't often get email from carolmullin@mac.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I fully support making the 2 temporary tennis/pickle courts FULL TIME PICKLE.  A lot of time tennis players
don’t even play there so there are tons of people - 20-30 pickleball players using the courts at night.  Then a couple
tennis players come and kickoff 30 pickleball players who now have stacks of paddles to wait to play.  Mitchell park
is one of the best pickup pickleball places anywhere - super friendly people and great community - but we need
more courts at night!
Thanks-
Carol Mullin
1249 Pine St, Palo Alto
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From: Yvonne Dennis
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Court Usage
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 6:24:42 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from yvondennis@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

I have lived in Palo Alto for 24 years and have been playing pickleball regularly at Mitchell
Park.  I am writing to you in support of pickleball court usage 8-10pm, 7 days a week.  I work
during the week so I have recently had to face the increasingly crowded court situation. There
is a wonderful growing pickleball community that would greatly appreciate your consideration
of this request.  I live near Rinconada and have noticed that the tennis courts are not fully
utilized on a regular basis, so I believe this would be another option for tennis players.

Thank you,
Yvonne Dennis
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From: jgmadigan@comcast.net
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Court Use - Palo Alto Pickleball Club
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:42:34 PM

You don't often get email from jgmadigan@comcast.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi,
 
We are members of the Palo Alto Pickleball Club. We love playing pickleball at Michelle Park
and believe it leads to a healthy and happy community and local residents. We thank the City
of Palo Alto for providing the courts for our club to use. We would like to request  expanded
use of the pickleball courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week. This allows players who cannot
play during the day have the opportunity to play at night time.   
 
Thanks for considering this and for the current use of the courts! We very much appreciate
it.   
 
Gina and John Madigan
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From: Harvey Alcabes
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball courts / Parks and Recreation Commission
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 7:53:57 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from harvey@alcabes.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners,

I am a long-time Palo Alto resident and one of many residents who have switched from
playing tennis to playing pickleball.  On several evenings I have been one of literally dozens
of people waiting to play pickleball at Mitchell Park while as few as 4 tennis players use
courts that could be used by 20 pickleball players.

I strongly urge you to give pickleball priority for court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a
week.

Thank you!

--Harvey Alcabes
  3766 Cass Way, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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From: Nancy Martin
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball courts at Mitchell Park
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 5:27:54 PM

You don't often get email from ncmartin@comcast.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am both a tennis player and a pickleball player, and I support PA Pickleball Club
having full daily use (8AM-10PM) of the pickleball courts at Mitchell Park.  I feel that
us tennis players have plenty of courts that we can use day or night.
Nancy C Martin
777 San Antonio Rd
Palo Alto
"It's not what we have, but what we enjoy that constitutes our abundance."

mailto:ncmartin@comcast.net
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From: Kathy Hopple
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Courts at Mitchell Park-Parks & Rec Committee Mtg 9/27/22
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 8:06:20 PM

[You don't often get email from kghopple@pacbell.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Parks & Rec Committee,

Thank you for meeting regarding the important issue of court usage.  I am an avid pickleball player and have been a
resident of Palo Alto for 30 years.  I have enjoyed many Palo Alto Rec activities and I would love to see pickleball
as a priority from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 7 days a week at Mitchell Park.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kathy Hopple
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From: Sanjay Pol
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball courts at Rinconoda and Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 11:26:41 AM

You don't often get email from sanjayapol@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Sir

I am a Palo Alto resident and have recently started Pickleball

There are long wait times for court usage

There are NO Pickleball courts at Rinconoda Park but I noticed the tennis courts are empty. 
Can we at least have 4 PB courts by transforming two tennis courts into PB courts?

Also, the dual use courts at Mitchell Park should be fully dedicated to PB until 10 pm

Thanks
Sanjay Pol 
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From: Eileen Brooks
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 3:55:39 PM

[You don't often get email from eibrooks@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

As an active member of the Palo Alto Pickleball Club, I strongly support court usage for Pickleball from 8 am to 10
pm, 7 days a week.

If Parks and Rec were to take a field trip to the courts at Mitchell Park any morning at 10 am, you would certainly
see the need for extending the Pickleball hours.

I urge you to act soon.

Thank you -
Eileen Brooks
Palo Alto Pickleball Club

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eibrooks@hotmail.com
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From: Danielle Carattini
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball Courts
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:36:02 AM

You don't often get email from danielle.m.carattini@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Greetings,

I advocate for dedicated Pickleball priority 3-10pm 7 days a week. There is tons of enthusiasm
for this growing sport and too long of waits. 

Best,
Danielle 
-- 
—
Danielle Carattini
510.557.5126 (m) 
linkedin.com/in/daniellecarattini
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From: Dennis Clark
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball courts
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 9:39:12 PM

[You don't often get email from d-clark@pacbell.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hi

I am so happy that Palo Alto has pickleball courts at Mitchell Park. I love playing pickleball. The 8 permanent
pickleball courts are great, but there’s so many people wanting to play pickleball that we need more. For now, please
give pickleball priority on the temporary courts all day and evening. People are waiting and waiting to get a court
for a game.

Thank you

Dennis Clark

mailto:d-clark@pacbell.net
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From: Marsha Grossman
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball hours
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:20:20 AM

[You don't often get email from marshagott@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Please extend the Mitchell Park Pickleball hours. There are so many people playing and waiting for a court. I’ve
introduced this fun game to many of my neighbors. It’s a delightful community and I’ve met the nicest people.

Regards,
Marsha Grossman

mailto:marshagott@yahoo.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Daniel Byun
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Prioritization
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 2:03:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dbyun94@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

I am an avid pickleball player and consider Mitchell Park my home court. The facility is great
and brings a lot of joy to hundreds of pickleball players. However, there are definitely some
issues when it comes to pickleball v tennis. 

Tennis is a great sport in its own right, however the fact that 1-2 tennis folk can kick off 16+
pickleball folk is quite egregious especially when there are many other courts and parks
available in the surrounding area where tennis courts stay empty and unused. 

Please consider prioritizing pickleball and even creating dedicated pickleball courts in the
current tennis area. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Daniel 
-- 
Daniel Byun
dbyun94@gmail.com
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From: Ravi S
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: pickleball priority at Mitchell Park
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 10:32:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from rscell431@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi, I would like to get your attention towards the number of pickleball players (at least 28) that
have to sit out and resultant over crowding due to 4 tennis players using the two courts
adjacent to the pickleball courts. Please let those two tennis courts have pickleball priority at
least 7-10pm everyday. 

Tennis players can avail other courts in Palo Alto as the players set up the game prior to
playing.  But pickleball is played ad-hoc dropping by and picking games on various courts
with various players as games are short. It makes sense to have all pickleball courts close to
each other. Its also a sport that older people over 40 can play - tennis is harder. And older
people need  slower sport like pickleball to keep healthy.

I hope you will prioritize pickleball - its the tax dollars spent well. Thanks.
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From: Jo Ts
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: pickleball priority hours are needed!!
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 6:03:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jtseng88@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Recreation Commissioners and Staff Members,

I am a long time Palo Alto resident, and our family appreciates our local parks very much.

The Mitchell Park Pickleball courts need to have priority afternoon night hours, minimally 7
days a week.  There’s no getting around it.  I think the pickleball players have been
extraordinarily patient waiting and waiting and waiting for the Commission to respond. This
issue has been before the Board and the Staff for a long time.  Let’s not wait any longer.  It is
OUTDATED AND WRONG to continue to allow a few tennis players to displace dozens and
dozens of people already playing on the courts and to commandeer a great deal of space for an
immense amount of time.  If the Commission does nothing or does something half-hearted,
and keep the status quo, that is exactly the head-to-head problem that happens, and will
continue to happen, each and every day and night in Mitchell Park.  It’s a problem that is not
going away.

For the past two or three years, we have seen the numbers of pickleball players in the
afternoons and at nighttime BALLOON.  And the number of pickleball players each and every
day continue to GROW and GROW.  The atmosphere each and every night is jovial, filled
with laughter, with people playing pickleball with family, friends and complete strangers.  The
atmosphere is definitely about community.

I cannot tell you how many nights we’ve gone to the Mitchell Park pickleball courts, and
every single pickleball court is filled.  Paddles are down and players are waiting at each court
for their turn.  Dozens and dozens of people wait to play pickleball.  It is the typical evening to
see up to 100+ people playing pickleball on the courts.  

The sad and maddening thing is that when two or four tennis players come to play, they
displace at least 30 to 60 pickleball players and those few tennis players take up 50% (!!) of
the available space. The ratio disparity is STARK. 1 tennis player to 15 or 25 pickleball
players ratio over space use.   It is by the sheer GRACE of pickleball etiquette and good
behavior that there haven’t been more clashes.  I cannot describe how UTTERLY
INFURIATING it is that two or four individuals can come and order 30 to 60 people who are
in the middle of playing to clear off the courts. What the commission allows currently is
ANTI-COMMUNITY. Then the two or four tennis players take over an outsized amount of
space for at least an hour or two, and they don’t share.  Something that does NOT happen with
Mitchell Park Pickleball.  

If the Commissioners are being “fair”, then would you even consider granting two or four
pickleball players the capability to commandeer use of the space of four courts for a hour or
more at a time, while dozens and dozens of people watch and wait.  Of course not.  Wouldn’t
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that seem utterly mad?  But this is what the daily reality of what tennis players do.  

There are 17 lit tennis courts in Palo Alto at night, many of which are empty at night.  And
there are 54 tennis courts in Palo Alto that tennis players can use after school hours.

Aside from Mitchell Park, there are few options for pickleball courts to be created. I think the
Commission is well aware of this.

The Palo Alto Pickleball community is very active and filled with volunteers who make give
back.  Our volunteers create free programming, we teach, we hold community events, and do
community outreach. Yet, we are completely stymied by not having afternoon priority hours
to offer YOUTH programming.  By the time kids are out of school, the courts have been given
over to tennis priority.  We just don’t have the capability with these limitations to offer after
school programs.  By the same token, we are also are handicapped to offer night time
programming to those who work during the day.  

This issue has been before the Board and the Staff for a long time.  Let’s not wait any longer. 
It is WRONG to continue to allow a couple of tennis players to displace dozens and dozens of
people already playing and commandeer a great deal of space for a good amount of time.  If
you do nothing and keep the status quo, that is exactly what is happening each and every day
and night in Mitchell Park.

Please do the right thing now and make priority afternoon and night hours 7 days a week for
Pickleball at Mitchell Park.

Thank you,

Jocelyn Tseng
Palo Alto



From: Amy Harris
To: adam.howard@cityofpalo.org
Cc: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball usage at Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:43:45 AM

[You don't often get email from asharris@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Hello Adam Howard and Commission members,

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of Palo Alto’s growing pickleball community. We were so grateful for the
construction of the additional permanent courts!

I’ve been a member of the Palo Alto Pickleball Club for three-plus years—pickleball is my favorite hobby, but I’ve
become increasingly frustrated by the lack of available courts at Mitchell Park. My friends and I go there less
frequently now since we must arrive by 8 a.m. to get a court, and even then we have many other players trying to
join our game or waiting to use our court, so we can’t play for long.

The pickleball courts at Rengstorff and Nealon Park have similar crowd issues. Fortunately the cities of Mountain
View and Los Altos are building more courts, and Menlo Park is working to solve the problem.

I know you have a challenging job balancing this community’s varied recreational needs, but since Palo Alto has 54
(!) tennis courts, it seems only fair that pickleball players now be allowed to use Mitchell’s temporary pickleball
courts from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days per week.

Thank you so much.

Best,

Amy Harris
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From: Ann Lemmenes
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 12:09:19 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ann.lemmenes@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks/Rec and Adam Howard,

I am writing on behalf of the many pickleball players who would like to be able to play
pickleball from 3-10pm every day of the week without huge wait times.

Not everyone is able to play before work, and even then courts are already quite crowded most
days by 8am.  Due to the immense number of people who would like to be able to play
pickleball during the 3-10pm time period, pickleball should not have to relinquish the blended
line courts to tennis.  

There are many other tennis courts for tennis players in the city, but as you know there are no
other pickleball venues available in Palo Alto.  We respectfully ask to be given the 3-10pm
time slot for pickleball use 7 days a week.

Our club has continued to grow (I understand that we just added another 50 new
members-someone else will have to speak to our total membership numbers, and that doesn't
even include all the people who are coming who are not members) and even  more pickleball
courts/court time is needed in Palo Alto to keep/catch up with this very popular sport.

Ceding pickleball the week long 3-10pm time period is just a tiny step in the right direction. 
We actually need all of the currently blended line courts to become permanent, and for the city
to make a few more of the tennis courts at Mitchell Park permanent pickleball courts or at
least courts with shared use.  

Come out for yourself and see the need.  Last Saturday I was only able to play 4 games in 3
hours.  The rest of the time was paddle down in a 4 on 4 off situation. We need more
courtime/courts!

Thank you,
Ann Lemmenes
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From: Anne Kopf-Sill
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball/Tennis Court Usage, Sept 27, 2022 meeting
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:02:46 AM

[You don't often get email from anneark59@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Commissioners,

Please revise the pickleball/tennis court shared use policy to give pickleball priority from 8am - 10 pm every day of
the week.  I see on Attachment A of your staff report for this item that on Tuesday, September 13, at 6:00 pm there
were two tennis courts not being used (Courts 1 & 2) and eight tennis players on Courts 3-6.  At the same time, there
were 24 pickleball players using the 6 pickleball courts and 25 pickleball players waiting to play. Though this is a
data point for a single day and time, this situation is not atypical.  Please know that it is extremely aggravating to see
tennis players on the shared courts when there are two empty tennis courts nearby and 25 people waiting for a
pickleball court.

Best regards,

- Anne Kopf-Sill
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From: Beth Marer-Garcia
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Please give 8-10pm slot to Palo Alto Pickleball!!
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 8:37:09 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bethmarergarcia@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Beth Marer-Garcia, CMP
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From: Ian Wang
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Please make all the Pickleball courts permanent
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 6:42:02 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ianwangusa@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Recreation Commission,

We really appreciate that we have 8 permanent pickleball courts but these are
insufficient for the numbers of players at Mitchell Park. Many people come to play and
many times people have to wait for a game to end to get play. Many people come
from nearby places too making Palo Alto a famous place to play Pickleball and meet
people. Mitchell park has become a first choice for playing Pickleball and is making
this new sport known to more and more people. There are 54 tennis courts in Palo
Alto, and it is totally appropriate to make the 15 courts permanent as this means 60
people can exercise and enjoy social interactions at same time, which can mean
more than 600 people each day!

Thanks and please make all the Pickleball courts permanent !

Yingcai and Li

Proud to be Palo Alto residents!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Adam Hopkins
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: prioritize pickleball at Mitchell Park 7 days a week
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:50:22 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from adamhopkins77@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners - I am writing to request that you prioritize pickleball on the mixed use
courts at Mitchell Park 7 days a week during the 3-10pm hours. I regularly play in the
evenings and it is almost always now very busy during weekdays; often with many players
waiting to play. It is very frustrating for all when only two people are using the tennis court,
eliminating four pickleball courts and thus 16 pickleball players. Everyone scratches their
heads wondering how it makes any sense that 2 people using a tennis court should take
priority over 16 people who could be playing pickleball. 

Thank you for taking steps to expand pickleball court access,
Adam Hopkins

mailto:adamhopkins77@gmail.com
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From: Swapnil Patel
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Prioritize Pickle-ball at Mitchell Park
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 6:00:47 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from swapnilpatel357@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

This is Swapnil Patel, bay area resident and a regular Pickleball player at the Mitchell Park.
Since moving from Sacramento to the bay area, I’ve found Pickleball at Mitchell Park a great
place to exercise, connect with neighbors and new people. I frequent the courts during
weekday evenings and have been witnessing a growing crowd, most people play till lights out
- 10pm. However, i was surprised to learn that pickleball courts are prioritized to tennis 4
nights. It is very much evident that 2 tennis players should not be disrupting play for 16
pickleball players, just as common decency. I was also made aware that there are more than 15
lit tennis courts in palo alto, most of which are empty in the nights. Even so, tennis takes
preference by park rules. 
I’d very much prefer for park to reconsider and prioritize pickleball for the community. 

Thanks,
Swapnil
-- 
Regards,

Swapnil Patel

mailto:swapnilpatel357@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Donghui Li
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Re: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 11:18:20 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from donghui.li99@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you to express that I support court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days
a week for pickleball only since there are so many people waiting to play the
pickleball during the evenings.

Thank you!
Donghui

mailto:donghui.li99@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Harvey Alcabes
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Re: Pickleball courts / Parks and Recreation Commission
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:41:33 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from harvey@alcabes.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Correction:

In my prior email (below) I said:

"On several evenings I have been one of literally dozens of people waiting to play pickleball at
Mitchell Park while as few as 4 tennis players use courts that could be used by 20 pickleball
players."

I should have said:

"On several evenings I have been one of literally dozens of people waiting to play pickleball at
Mitchell Park while as few as 4 tennis players use courts that could be used by 28 pickleball
players."
[The two tennis courts become 7 pickleball courts, and pickleball players most often play
doubles with 4 people using 1 court.]

--Harvey

On Thu, Sep 22, 2022 at 10:53 AM Harvey Alcabes <harvey@alcabes.com> wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

I am a long-time Palo Alto resident and one of many residents who have switched from
playing tennis to playing pickleball.  On several evenings I have been one of literally dozens
of people waiting to play pickleball at Mitchell Park while as few as 4 tennis players use
courts that could be used by 20 pickleball players.

I strongly urge you to give pickleball priority for court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a
week.

Thank you!

--Harvey Alcabes
  3766 Cass Way, Palo Alto, CA 94306

mailto:harvey@alcabes.com
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From: Raj Chowhan
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: request that we have use of the temporary pickleball courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:20:20 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from rajan.chowhan@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi,

As a frequent player at Mitchell Park pickleball courts on weekday evenings, it is very clear
that pickleball needs to have priority on the temporary courts from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a
week. Very often, we have anywhere from 8-16 paddles waiting to play when the
tennis courts have only 4 players!

Very much appreciate that Palo Alto has provided the community with 8 permanent
courts but over the last 6 months these have become woefully inadequate in the
evenings.

Thanks,
Raj

mailto:rajan.chowhan@gmail.com
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From: Lindsay Joye
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Requesting Pickleball Court access 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 9:14:17 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lindsayjoye@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am a Palo Alto resident and learned to play pickleball this year at Mitchell Park.

While it is wonderful that Palo Alto has 8 designated courts for the popular sport, I have been
disappointed in how difficult it is to have access to the Mitchell Park courts. There are always
long wait times and it is discouraging for beginners.

Please extend access to the pickleball courts from 8 am to 10pm, 7 days a week to better
accommodate the huge demand for playing time. 

Thank you!
-Lindsay Joye
Palo Alto resident and PA Pickleball Club member

mailto:lindsayjoye@gmail.com
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From: deanne tucker
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Support for more permanent pickleball courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 10:13:41 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dtucker@stanfordalumni.org.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

As a member of the Palo Alto Pickleball Club, I want to express my strong support to add more
permanent pickleball courts. These courts should be available to pickleball players from 8am - 10pm 7
days a week.
Thank you,
Deanne Tucker

mailto:dtucker@stanfordalumni.org
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From: Nicole Amundsen
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Support for Pickleball Courts
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 1:30:36 PM

You don't often get email from nicky@nicoleamundsen.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I just want to encourage Parks and Rec to keep and expand dedicated courts for Pickelball. It
is simply the GREATEST game and it truly brings out the entire community, all ages, all
income levels, all communities. It really is so affordable and approachable and offers the kind
of community enjoyment and friendly socializing that has been a mental health comfort after
the endless yuk of the pandemic. Please support this continued community activity by helping
us have enough courts because the demand is simple wonderful and massive!

Thank you!

-Nicky Amundsen

mailto:nicky@nicoleamundsen.com
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From: Anne F
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Temporary pickleball court usage
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 7:56:04 AM

You don't often get email from lightskyvision@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please allow the temporary pickleball courts to be used from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a
week.  The courts are rarely used for tennis in the evenings and the current pickleball
courts have long waiting lines at night.

Anne Fujimoto

mailto:lightskyvision@yahoo.com
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From: bob zander
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Duel Use Courts
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:11:46 AM

You don't often get email from bobzander343@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear folks on the Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission,

I hope this email finds all of you well. I am writing concerning the issue to be discussed at
your meeting tomorrow (Sept. 27th): that is, the duel use (pickleball and tennis) of the courts
at Mitchell Park.

I am writing to voice my support of allowing pickleball to be played on these courts from 8 am
to 10 pm daily. Here are some of the facts.

The Palo Alto Pickleball Club has 800 members! And more pickleball players than this use
Mitchell Park's courts because not everyone who plays there is a member. 

Pickleball is such a popular sport, and it is growing more popular, as our numbers are growing
even larger, all of the time. Monica Williams observed last Monday that there were 16 paddles
waiting on one court!

We are grateful for the 8 permanent courts at Mitchell Park. It is fantastic, and more than most
cities have. However, there are 54 tennis courts in Palo Alto. The other thing is, due to the
sound of the paddle hitting the pickleball, Mitchell Park is a perfect location for the sport, as
there are no homes nearby.

Mitchell Park is ideal for pickleball and I am lucky to be able to play there during the
mornings, as I am retired. However, many folks cannot play during the workday and that is
not right.

For these reasons I support pickleball being allowed on the Mitchell Park courts from 8 am to
10 pm everyday.

Thank you for reading and considering this email.

Bob Zander
Byron Street, Palo Alto

mailto:bobzander343@gmail.com
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From: Robert Henely
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Expand Pickle ball hours.
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 6:42:49 PM

You don't often get email from rhenely@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto Parks & Recreation Commissioners,

Make all the pickleball courts at mitchell park permanent courts.  I’m also
requesting that you vote to expand designated/priority play time from 3:00-
10:00pm on the multi-striped pickleball/tennis courts, preferably on seven days a
week.

Mitchell Park is a great facility that is now woefully inadequate for the number of
pickleball enthusiasts who play there.  When I started playing pickleball there 5-6
years ago, there were far fewer players than there are today.  Just Palo Alto
Pickleball Club members —a fraction of people who play there—now number
850+, and far exceed the number of tennis folks showing up to play. Having 16
pickleball paddles stacked and waiting to play (4 games of doubles) on a single
court in the evening after work cries out for more courts; demand has totally
overwhelmed supply.  The Mitchell Park courts location, away from Palo Alto
residences, is particularly well suited to the noise of pickleballs.   While on the
rise, there are still very few places where pickleball can be played in Palo Alto
and nearby courts, compared to tennis.

Please respond to the changed player demographics over the past few years—
pickleball players now far exceed tennis players at Mitchell Park—and take action
to meet the overwhelming need for more designated/priority pickleball play time.

Sincerely,

Robert Henely 
rhenely@gmail.com 

mailto:rhenely@gmail.com
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From: Rich Pearson
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: I drive 3 miles to play PB at Mitchell Park - why can"t tennis players in south Palo Alto drive 2.5 miles to available

courts at Palo Alto High School
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 7:36:09 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam and members of the Parks and Recreation Commission,

I am an instructional aide at Duveneck Elementary School which limits the time I can play
pickleball during the day.  If I try to play at night at Mitchell Park, I am lucky to get one 15
minute game for every hour that I am there.

Waiting for courts at Mitchell Park is very frustrating as there are typically 15-20 fellow
Pickleball players waiting to play, while 4 tennis players occupy the multi-purpose courts.
These two tennis courts equate to 6 Pickleball courts which can sustain 24 players.

It frustrates me even more to know that there are open tennis courts every night at Palo Alto
High School  - as your own court usage study showed.

It's inequitable to give priority to tennis players on the multi-purpose courts to prevent a
handful of tennis players to occasionally have to drive 2.5 miles to Palo Alto High School
where there are always available lighted courts.

I drive 3 miles every time I go to play Pickleball at Mitchell Park.  

I realize that your job is hard and appreciate the support that the City has given to Pickleball
over the years.  But to prioritize the convenience of a handful of tennis players in south Palo
Alto over dozens of pickleball players doesn't make sense.

Please vote to give Pickleball priority at Mitchell Park 7 nights a week.  Given the surging
popularity of the sport, this is an inevitable choice, and prolonging this decision is a waste of
residents' time and resources.

Thank you for reading my note and for your service to the City of Palo Alto.

Rich Pearson
709 Greer Road, Palo Alto Ca
Board Member, Palo Alto Pickleball Club

mailto:pearsonisms@gmail.com
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From: Jeanne Hsu
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Cc: Jeanne Hsu
Subject: Make Pickleball a priority 7 days a week 8am to 10pm at Mitchell Park
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:12:20 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jhsu123@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi there,
 We have experienced tremendous growth for pickleball at Mitchell Park. There are now 837
club members and others that participate on these courts. 
 We would like to advocate to have pickleball available on the multi-use courts 7 days a
week from 8am to 10pm at Mitchell Park. 
 We have seen many PB players who work during the day and come out in the evenings to
play. Mitchell Park is a great place to play pickleball in the evenings because there are no
residential houses nearby, thus buffering any sound with neighbors.
 But on the multi-use courts, there are some tennis players that could be playing on the other
tennis only courts, while up to 50 to 75 PB players are waiting to play on these multi-use
courts. Two to four tennis players can displace 30 to 60 pickleball players who are already
playing on the courts.  There are 17 lit tennis courts in Palo Alto, many of which are empty
every night. So tennis players could use those courts.
  Please consider changing the PB hours from 8am to 2:30pm, 7 days a week to 8am to
10pm, 7 days a week. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Jeanne Hsu

mailto:jhsu123@gmail.com
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From: Easen Ho
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park Court Policy
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:54:15 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from eho@dpapyrus.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to support providing 7- days priority for pickleball over the mixed use courts.  Pickleball is growing at
a fast pace all over the country, and the Bay Area all ready has a dearth of pickleball courts for the number of
players.   Also, utilization efficient is so much higher for pickleball compared to tennis.

Regards,

Easen Ho

mailto:eho@dpapyrus.com
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From: Albert Cheng
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park court usage
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 4:23:39 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from albertc.cars@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I'd like to request that pickleball players have priority at Mitchell
Park from 8am to 10pm, 7 days a week.  It's pretty amazing that
Mitchell Park has become a major hub for pickleballers.
Unfortunately, court usage on weeknights is especially contentious
given that tennis players currently have priority on the multi-use
courts.

It's my understanding that one tennis player deciding to practice
serves can easily displace use of 4 pickleball courts.   This equates
to one tennis player displacing 16+ pickleball players.  This wouldn't
be a problem if pickleball at Mitchell weren't so popular and courts
went unused.  Unfortunately, pickleball courts on weeknights are
typically maxed out with 4 players each and numbers can easily exceed
capacity given that other pickleball players are waiting.

Can you please adjust court policy to rectify this imbalance?

Thank you,
Albert Cheng

mailto:albertc.cars@gmail.com
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From: Chandra Shekhar
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell park pickleball court policy
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 8:32:31 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from cshekhar.us@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi,
I regularly play pickleball at Mitchell Park and second Board of Directors proposal of making
pickleball 7 days a week from 3 PM to 10 PM as priority.  Greater number of people benefit
(close to 28) than just 4 playing tennis in the same space.
If for some reason park and recreation is willing to give 3 days as pickleball priority, then I
think it would be better to pick Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. These three days most
of the players show up. Weekends people play during daytime and courts are mostly available
in the evening, so it is not of much use making Friday - Sunday as pickleball priority.
Thanks,
-Chandra
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From: Julia Nelson-Gal
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Need for More Pickleball time at Mitchell Park
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 7:10:39 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from julianelsongal@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Greetings Palo Alto Parks & Recreation Commissioners!

As a long-time Palo Alto resident (19-1/2 years) I’m writing on behalf of the
Mitchell Park pickleball community which has changed my life. Since I started
playing approximately 5 years ago I unfortunately have had to undergo some 6
surgeries temporarily taking me out of the game. After each surgery, the first
thing I did was get back to the courts to enjoy my community at Mitchell Park and
work on my game.

In addition, through Covid our family created a pod with another family and
played two nights a week with our twenty-something year old boys, which we
continue today. Twice a week I also play with a 7am group. These 10 hours a
week have changed my health and happiness dramatically. But this game has
grown so exponentially in the past 4 years that it has become hard to get a court.
Often play is impacted because only 2 people show up for a tennis court in the
evening disrupting multiple games of doubles. 

I am writing to request that you vote to expand the designated priority play times
on the multi-striped pickleball/tennis courts, to 3-10pm seven days a week to
allow for more people to enjoy the game of pickleball. 

Mitchell Park is a great facility with a good distance from private homes so sound
is not an issue and it has plenty of parking. It is perfect for multiple pickleball
courts. What we have now is woefully inadequate for the number of pickleball
enthusiasts who play each day.  I hope you will vote to move forward with our
request impacting over 400+ Palo Alto residents.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

mailto:julianelsongal@gmail.com
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Julia Nelson-Gal

Palo Alto resident for 19 years

4 year member of the PAPC

https://www.instagram.com/unboundarts.

https://unboundarts.org/

https://www.instagram.com/unboundarts.llc/


From: Charles Kaspar
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting - Pickleball court usage needs to be expand because of heavy demand
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 1:10:28 AM

You don't often get email from chaskaspar@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam Howard and the Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission,

I play pickleball a minimum of 3 to 4 times a week at Mitchell Park and the demand is
overwhelming for more use of the courts. As it is, pickleball is the fastest growing
sport in America and the demand for pickleball play is so much greater than for tennis
play, which has minimal play. It is also a matter of demographics. 

It is definitely great that there are 8 permanent pickleball courts at Mitchell Park, but
the number of pickleball players keeps growing rapidly and we now have much more
use of the temporary pickleball courts there. Please allow pickleball players the use of
the temporary pickleball courts at Mitchell Park from 8 am to 10 pm, 7 days a week.
This is where the demand is and it continues to rapidly grow. For the use of a single
tennis court, which frequently involves only 2 players, you can get the use of 4
pickleball courts which normally involves 4 players on each court for 16 players.

You will get the highest use of the courts this way and make a lot of players very, very
happy. It is time to allow pickleball players at Mitchell Park the use of the temporary
pickleball courts from 8 am to 10 pm, 7 days a week.

Many thanks for your consideration. 

My best,
Charles Kaspar, a former tennis player and now a very happy pickleball player!

mailto:chaskaspar@yahoo.com
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From: Susan Kearney
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 3:58:35 PM

[You don't often get email from kearney_susan@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Palo Alto Parks & Recreation Commissioners,

I’m writing on behalf of Mitchell Park pickleball players, requesting that you vote to expand designated/priority
play time from 3:00-10:00pm on the multi-striped pickleball/tennis courts, preferably on seven days a week.

Mitchell Park is a great facility that is now woefully inadequate for the number of pickleball enthusiasts who play
there.  When I started playing pickleball there 5-6 years ago, there were far fewer players than there are today.  Palo
Alto Pickleball Club members —a fraction of people who play there—now number 850+, and far exceed the
number of tennis folks showing up to play. Having 16 pickleball paddles stacked and waiting to play (4 games of
doubles) on a single court in the evening cries out for more courts; demand has totally overwhelmed supply.  The
Mitchell Park courts location, away from Palo Alto residences, is particularly well suited to the noise of
pickleballs.   While on the rise, there are still very few places where pickleball can be played in Palo Alto and
nearby courts, compared to tennis.

Please respond to the changed player demographics over the past few years—pickleball players now far exceed
tennis players at Mitchell Park—and take action to meet the overwhelming need for more designated/priority
pickleball play time.

Sincerely,

Susan Kearney
PAPC
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From: Mike Hollenbeck
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball Supporter
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 8:20:48 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mrhbeck@earthlink.net. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi – I am an avid Pickleball Player and have enjoyed playing at Mitchell Park.  It is a wonderful
experience and probably one of the best facilities I have seen at welcoming new players and
encouraging the social aspect of the sport.  As a former high-level racquetball, badminton and
squash player I have never seen anything like it.  Success though has started to cause a serious issue
with court availability.  As someone who plays during the day and evening, I can say the groups are
very different.  The evening crowd includes a group of very high level and active players, typically
much younger then the day crowd.  More importantly it also includes lots of players in their 20’s
who are learning the game.  Lots of fun games occur in the evening and it’s rare where I don’t see all
the courts (permanent and temporary) full, with people waiting.
 
I hate to take away from tennis, but purely from a space utilization standpoint it would sure be
beneficial to the community to expand the availability of the temp pickleball courts.  We have many
former tennis players who play pickleball and love it and would welcome any of those potentially
impacted by this move to come try pickleball.
 
Thanks for your careful consideration and support.  Have a great day.
 
Mike Hollenbeck
+1 650 714 6683
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From: Joseph Afong
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: 2021 Palo Alto Lighted Court Survey
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 12:01:37 PM
Attachments: Survey of Palo Alto Tennis and Pickleball Lighted Court Usage in the Evening.pdf

You don't often get email from josephafong@ymail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Park and Recreation Committee Members,

Please see attached report of a comprehensive 14-day survey on the usage of lighted
tennis and pickleball courts in Palo Alto.  Data was collected at two different times
each evening simultaneously at all the lighted courts in June of 2021.  The report
includes a thorough analysis of the data collected and recommendations.  The report
was sent to Adam Howard, the Park and Recreation Commission and the Ad Hoc
committee previously.  The raw data is available upon request.  The report can assist
you in your decision making in the allocation of the dual-use courts in Mitchell Park. 
Please let me now if you have any questions.

Regards,
Joseph Afong
955 Harriet Street, Palo Alto
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Summary 


 There are 6 lighted public pickleball courts and 19 lighted public tennis courts in Palo Alto. 


 The Mitchell Park pickleball courts have consistently much higher usage than any of the tennis 


courts. 


 The much larger number of pickleball players waiting for courts is another indication of the higher 


demand for pickleball courts than tennis courts (247 pickleball players waiting to play versus 32 


tennis players waiting). 


 The pickleball courts were fully occupied (71% and 79% at the two time slots) much more frequently 


than the tennis courts (0% to 57% at the two time slots). 


 The 7 lighted tennis courts at PALY were never fully used during the survey period. 


 The demand for pickleball courts was so high that the 2 un-lighted pickleball courts at Mitchell were 


used by 32 players on 10 occasions at 8:45 pm during the 14-day survey period. 


 The two non-lighted dual use courts were being used less than 50% of the time by a total of 56 


tennis players during the survey period.  They were fully used by tennis players 29% of the time at 


6:45 pm and 21% of the time at 8:45 pm. 


 The 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park had open courts 25% and 20% of the time during the 


two survey time periods. 


 Switching from tennis-priority to pickleball-priority for the 2 dual use courts in the evenings at 


Mitchell Park would prevent 56 tennis players to play at these courts while benefiting 247 pickleball 


players.  


 Switching the priority can potentially benefit up to 784 pickleball players.  


 The tennis players displaced from normally playing at the Mitchell Park dual use courts have other 


options to play either at the 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park or at the other lighted public 


tennis courts in the city. 


 This switch will create a much more efficient use of the Mitchell Park facility without any cost to the 


City. 


 


  







 


 


Purpose of the Survey 


The purpose of the survey is to provide information regarding the usage of and demand for lighted 


public tennis and pickleball courts in Palo Alto.  The survey covered the following public facilities for 


tennis and pickle ball in the City. 


 6 lighted pickleball courts in Mitchell Park 


 6 lighted tennis courts in Mitchell Park 


 6 lighted tennis courts in Rinconada Park 


 7 lighted tennis courts at Palo Alto High School (PALY) 


The survey was designed to answer the following questions: 


 How well are the courts being utilized? 


 How many players are using the courts? 


 How much demand is there for the lighted courts? 


 If pickleball players are given more time at Mitchell Park in the evenings, can the tennis players 


be accommodated elsewhere?  


 


Methodology 


The survey was conducted by counting both the lighted pickleball and tennis court being used and the 


number of players using the courts at two time slots, 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, for a two-week duration 


period from 6/1/2021 to 6/14/2021.  The number of players waiting to get on the courts was also 


counted.  The survey counts were taken almost simultaneously across the courts within +/- 15 minutes 


of the target times.  Photos with date and time stamp were taken for documentation. 


The survey was designed and managed by Joseph Afong, Ph. D., and the data collection was 


implemented by a team of eight individuals: JD Diepenbrock, Carol Dressler, Lori Michelle, Pearl Moy, 


Helen Wong, Mei Yick, Mingxia Zhang and Joseph Afong.  


  







 


 


Analysis of Results 


The results of the completed survey are presented in Appendix A.  Summary tables and figures are 


generated from the data to address the questions posed.   


How well were the courts being utilized?    


Table 1 summarizes the court usage for the individual pickleball and tennis courts along with a summary 


of the tennis courts grouped together, and Figure 1 represents the percentage time the different courts 


were use during our survey period.  The table and the figure show that the Mitchell Park pickleball 


courts had consistently much higher usage than any of the tennis courts.  The pickleball court usages 


were 88% and 95% at the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time slots, respectively.  Rinconada Park tennis courts 


were the highest used tennis courts with 76% and 73% usage at these two times, respectively.  Mitchell 


Park tennis courts were the next most used tennis courts at 65% and 68% at these two times, 


respectively.  When all the tennis courts were considered as a group, the usages were 65% and 64% for 


these two times, respectively.   


  







 


 


  


Table 1.  Usage of the Courts 
      


Facility (Available 
Courts) 


Survey Time 
Days 


Surveyed 
Available 
Courts* 


Courts 
Used 


% Court 
Used 


Courts 
Not 


Used 


% Courts 
Not 


Used 


Mitchell Park 
Pickleball Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 74 88% 10 12% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 80 95% 4 5% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 154 92% 14 8% 


Mitchell Park Tennis 
Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 55 65% 29 35% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 57 68% 27 32% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 112 67% 56 33% 


Rinconada Park 
Tennis Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 64 76% 20 24% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 61 73% 23 27% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 125 74% 43 26% 


PALY Tennis Courts (7) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 98 53 54% 45 46% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 52 62% 32 38% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 182 105 58% 77 42% 


All Tennis (19) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 266 172 65% 94 35% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 266 170 64% 96 36% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 532 342 64% 190 36% 


* Available Courts = Number of courts at a facility x 14 survey days  
   


  







 


 


 Figure 1.  Usage of the Courts – Percent Time the Courts Were Used 
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The number of players using the courts and waiting to play 


Table 2A and Figure 2A show the total number of pickleball players playing and waiting to play at the 6 


pickleball courts, and the total number of tennis players playing and waiting to play at the 19 tennis 


courts.  The numbers of pickleball players playing were 272 and 297 at the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time 


slots, respectively.  The total numbers of tennis players playing at the 19 tennis courts were 403 and 424 


at these two times, respectively.  It is reasonable that there were more tennis players using the courts 


than pickleball players because there are more than three times as many tennis courts (19) comparing 


to pickleball courts (6).   


The number of people waiting to play on the courts are more telling -- showing there were many more 


pickleball players waiting for open courts to play in comparison to tennis players.  At the 6:45 pm and 


8:45 time slots for the 14 days survey period there were 94 and 153 pickleball players waiting for the 6 


pickleball courts comparing to 27 and 5 tennis players waiting for all the 19 tennis courts, respectively. 


 


Table 2A.  Number of People Using the Courts and Waiting to Play 
over the 14-Day Survey Period 


 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players 
# of Players 


Waiting 
# Playing & 


Waiting 


Pickleball Players 


6:45 Time Slot 272 94 366 


8:45 Time Slot 297 153 450 


Both Time Slots 569 247 816 


Tennis Players 


6:45 Time Slot 403 27 430 


8:45 Time Slot 424 5 429 


Both Time Slots 827 32 859 


  







 


 


Figure 2A.  Number of Pickleball and Tennis Players Using the Courts and Waiting to Play over the 14-Day Survey Period 


 


Next we wish to see the amount of activity per pickleball and tennis court.  The number of pickleball 


players from Table 2 is divided by the 6 pickleball courts and the number of tennis players is divided by 


the 19 tennis courts. Table 2B and Figure 2B show over the 14-day study period the total number of 


pickleball players playing and waiting to play per pickleball court, and the number of tennis players 


playing and waiting to play per tennis court.  The numbers of pickleball players playing per courts were 


about twice the number of tennis player per court.  What is most striking is the very high number of 


pickleball players waiting per court.  There were 16 pickleball players waiting for each pickleball court at 


6:45 pm and 26 players waiting for each pickleball court at 8:45 pm.  In comparison the number of 


tennis players waiting per tennis court at these times was less than two at 6:45 pm and less than one at 


8:45 pm.  


Table 2B.  Number of People Using the Courts and Waiting to Play per Court over the 
14-Day Survey Period 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players 
# of Players 


Waiting 
# Playing & 


Waiting 


Pickleball Players 


6:45 Time Slot 45 16 61 


8:45 Time Slot 50 26 75 


Both Time Slots 95 41 136 


Tennis Players 


6:45 Time Slot 21 1.4 23 


8:45 Time Slot 22 0.3 23 


Both Time Slots 44 1.7 45 
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Figure 2B.  Number of Pickleball and Tennis Players Using the Courts and Waiting to Play per Court over the 14-Day Survey Period 
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Amount of demand for the courts 


A good measure of demand for the courts is the number of players waiting for courts.  Table 2 above 


shows a total of 247 people waiting for pickleball courts during the 14-day survey period.  The much 


larger number of pickleball players waiting to play is an indication of the much higher demand for 


pickleball courts than tennis courts. 


With 6 pickleball courts this translates to 247/6 = 41 people waiting per pickleball court.  For the 19 


tennis courts the corresponding number is 32/19 = 1.7 people waiting per tennis court.  This dramatic 


difference between the two numbers shows the overwhelming demand for pickleball courts in 


comparison to tennis courts. 


A second way to measure the demand is to look at the number of times that the pickleball and tennis 


courts were fully occupied during our survey period.  Table 3 and Figure 3 show that the pickleball 


courts were fully occupied 71% and 79% at 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, respectively.  The most popular 


Rinconada tennis courts were fully occupied at 57% and 21% at these two times, respectively.  The next 


most popular Mitchell Park tennis courts were fully used 21% of the time at both of these two time 


slots.  The PALY tennis courts were never fully used during the survey period.  The survey results show 


that the pickleball courts were being fully used much more frequently than the tennis courts. 


 


Table 3.  Percent of Times the Courts are Fully Occupied 


# 


Occurrences 


Survey 


Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Full 


Courts 


Full Courts 


% 


Mitchell Park 


Pickleball 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 10 71% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 11 79% 


Mitchell Park 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


Rinconada 


Park Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 8 57% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


PALY Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 0 0% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 0 0% 


 







 


 


  Figure 3.  Percent of Times the Courts Were Fully Occupied 


 


 


 


A third indicator for the high demand for pickleball courts is that during our 14 day survey period, the 2 


un-lighted pickleball courts at Mitchell Park were used by 32 players on 10 occasions at 8:45 pm (see 


Summary Table in Appendix) when it was fairly dark at this time of the year.  This observation shows 


that players were desperate enough for courts that they were willing to play in the dark. 
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 Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts: Tennis Usage 


Out of the six lighted tennis courts in Mitchell Park, two are dual use courts which are unique in that 


they can accommodate either pickleball or tennis players.  Currently, pickleball players have priority to 


use the courts from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm and tennis players have priority for the courts from 3:00 pm to 


10:00 pm.  During the survey period of 14 days, Table and Figure 4 shows that the courts were used 46% 


and 43% of the time during the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time slots.  Table 5 shows that they were used by 


29 and 27 tennis players at these times.  Table 6 shows that these courts were full 29% and 21% during 


these two time slots.  


 


Table 4.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts 


   Court 


Usage Survey Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Available 


Courts Courts Used 


% Court 


Used 


Courts Not 


Used % not used 


Mitchell 


Park Dual 


Use Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 28 13 46% 15 54% 


8:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 28 12 43% 16 57% 


Both Slots 14 56 25 45% 31 55% 


 


 


    Figure 4.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts at the Two Survey Time Slots 


 


  


46% 


54% 


Mitchell Dual Use Tennis Courts 
6:45 pm Time Slot 


% Court Used 


% Court Not 
Used 


43% 


57% 


Mitchell Dual Use Tennis Courts 
8:45 pm Time Slot 


% Court Used 


% Court Not 
Used 







 


 


Table 5.  Number of Tennis Players Using the Mitchell Dual Use Courts and 


Waiting to Play 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players # of Players Waiting 


Mitchell Park Dual 


Use Court Tennis 


Players 


6:45 pm Time Slot 29 1 


8:45 pm Time Slot 27 0 


Both Slots 56 1 


 


 


Table 6.  Percent of Times the Mitchell Dual Use Courts were Fully Occupied 


# Occurrences Survey Time 


Days Surveyed Full Courts Full Courts % 


Mitchell Dual Use 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 4 29% 


8:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 3 21% 


 


  







 


 


 Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts 


Table 7 and Figure 5 show the 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park were used 75% and 80% of the 


time during the time slots of 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, respectively.  This indicates there were available 


courts 25% and 20% of the time during these two time periods. 


 


Table 7.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts 


  


Court Usage 


Survey 


Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Available 


Courts 


Courts 


Used 


% Court 


Used 


Courts 


Not Used 


% not 


used 


Mitchell 


Permanent 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 Slot 14 56 42 75% 14 25% 


8:45 Slot 14 56 45 80% 11 20% 


Both Slots 14 112 87 78% 25 22% 


 


 


  Figure 5.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts at the Two Survey Time Slots 
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Conclusions and Implications 


We saw a tremendous demand for pickleball courts during the study period.  Based on the analysis of 


the survey data, there were 247 pickleball players waiting for courts to play during our two study time 


slots of 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm.  This number was much larger than the total of 32 tennis players waiting 


for courts at the same time periods.  There is a strong indication for the City to address the need of the 


large number of pickleball players waiting for courts.  The 6 pickleball courts at Mitchell Park were full 


71% and 79% of our two time slots comparing to 29% and 21% for the 2 dual use courts at Mitchell Park 


next to the pickleball courts.  A logical solution would be to offer priority of the dual use courts to the 


pickleball players during the evening hours.  The elimination of priority for tennis players would prevent 


56 tennis players to play at these courts while benefiting 247 pickleball players.  Potentially even more 


pickleball players can benefit from this change.  The 2 dual use courts can be used as 7 pickleball courts, 


so these courts can potentially accommodate even more players, by this calculation: 


7 courts x 4 players/court x 14 days survey period x 2 survey time slots = 784 pickleball players 


Because of the persistent long wait list for pickleball courts in the evenings, many players who wanted 


to play in the evenings probably gave up on playing at night.  Providing more opportunities will allow 


them to play in the evening.  Changing the priority of the courts will definitely benefit 247 pickleball 


players waiting for courts, but it can potentially benefit up to 784 pickleball players. 


The tennis players displaced by the elimination of tennis-priority at the dual use tennis courts at Mitchell 


Park had other options or opportunity to play.  During the survey period between 20% to 25% of the 


time there was availability at the 4 permanent courts in Mitchell Park.  Furthermore, the 7 tennis courts 


at PALY were never once completely full during our survey.   


In conclusion the small amount of tennis players who would be displaced from normally playing at the 


Mitchell Park dual use courts had other options to play either at the 4 permanent tennis courts at 


Mitchell Park or at the other lighted public tennis courts in the City.  Such options were not available to 


the large number of pickleball players who wait for the limited number of pickleball courts.  A switch 


from tennis-priority to pickleball-priority at the Mitchell Park dual use courts in the evening will benefit 


many more people in comparison to the limited number of people being inconvienced.  This switch 


creates a much more efficient use of this public facility without any cost to the City. 


 


 


 







From: Jim Cowie
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Courts
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:49:45 AM

You don't often get email from jcowie@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam and Parks and Rec Commission and Staff,

I am writing to urge you to update the use of the Mitchell Park courts from a combination of
pickleball and tennis to 100% pickleball seven days a week, to better balance the court
utilization in the city. Pickleball play has taken off in the last few years and there are many
more pickleball players than tennis players in the city now. With the current hour limitations at
Mitchell Park, the courts are getting more and more crowded and the waiting time to play
longer and longer. Meanwhile, tennis courts throughout the city often sit empty. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Jim Cowie
189 El Dorado Ave, Palo Alto

mailto:jcowie@alumni.stanford.edu
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: shelly bowers
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Night Pickleball courts
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:35:56 AM

[You don't often get email from shellybowers@me.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Commissioners & Adam,

I'm a longtime Palo Alto resident and pickleball player writing to urge you to take decisive action on the mixed use
courts at Mitchell Park. Pickleball should have priority seven nights a week.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only three nights a week. This
basically just takes us back to where we were four years ago and doesn't acknowledge or accommodate the sport's
explosive growth with younger players who are only available to play after work hours.

Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night while FOUR tennis players displace them. It's
outrageous and wrong.

Your job is to provide equity to the community. I know it's not easy, but dedicating the multi-use courts to pickleball
immediately is the equitable thing to do. There are plenty of places to play tennis at night. Please provide the same
opportunities for pickleball.

It's long past time to rip off the bandaid on this issue.  These slow and incremental changes are wasteful of
everyone's time and energy. It's obvious that these courts will eventually have to be all pickleball, all the time. Can
we please not do this halfway?

Thank you for your consideration,

Shelly Bowers

mailto:shellybowers@me.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Helen Carroll
To: adam.howaed@cityofpaloalto.org; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Nighttime play for pickleball
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:40:59 AM

[You don't often get email from hcarroll@nclrights.org. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To Adam and Parks and Rec Commissioners:

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only three nights a week. This
basically just takes us back to where we were four years ago and doesn't acknowledge or accommodate the sport's
explosive growth with younger players who are only available to play after work hours.

When  dozen players are waiting at each court during evening while FOUR tennis players displace them. It's
outrageous and wrong. People who work should be able to play pb in the evening.

Your job is to provide equity to the community. I know it's not easy, but dedicating the multi-use courts to pickleball
immediately is the equitable thing to do. There are plenty of places for tennis players to go-especially as we are
usually talking about 4 tennis players.

Thank you,
Helen Carroll
Hcarroll@nclrights.org


Sent from my iPhone

mailto:HCarroll@nclrights.org
mailto:adam.howaed@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: BILL MCCARTY
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball @ Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:48:51 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from idigbill@hotmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Commission & Adam,

I see that you're meeting tonight to discuss court priority at Mitchell Park between pickleball
and tennis.  As you probably know, pickleball has the numbers when it comes to court use. 
The evenings are packed with players waiting to get a court even when pickleball players have
access to all of the courts.  A couple of weeks ago I saw a tennis player take over the shared
courts in the evening.  He had the right to do so but it was kinda messed up if you ask me.  A
total of 16 pickleball players had to give up 4 courts to accommodate one tennis player that
was using a ball machine.  That's right, one guy on a tennis court with a ball machine
squeezing out 16 pickleball players.  We really need access to those courts on every night of
the week and we have the overwhelming numbers to back it up.  And I know this isn't the
issue being discussed tonight but I think at some point those shared courts should be just
dedicated pickleball courts.  Thank you for your time.

Regards,

Bill McCarty

mailto:idigbill@hotmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Ivona Xiezopolski
To: Howard, Adam
Cc: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 1:09:38 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from annacarmen2000@msn.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. 
There are plenty of places to play tennis at night. Please provide the same opportunities for
pickleball.

Ivona Xie

mailto:annacarmen2000@msn.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Luan M. Wilfong
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball courts at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 1:46:31 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from luanmwilfong@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Adam and Commissioners,

I'm a longtime Palo Alto resident and evening pickleball player writing to urge you to take
decisive action on the mixed use courts at Mitchell Park. Pickleball should have priority
seven nights a week.

It has been suggested that there is consideration of giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. Unfortunately, this action does not acknowledge or accommodate the
sport's explosive growth since COVID began with many more players who are only available
to play after work hours. Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night
while a much smaller number of tennis players displace them. This is simply unacceptable.
Our pickleball community asks that there be equity by dedicating the Mitchell Park multi-
use courts to pickleball. Please provide us the same opportunities to play in the evenings.

Thank you for your consideration,

Luan

-- 
Luan M. Wilfong
Palo Alto resident
luanmwilfong@gmail.com

mailto:luanmwilfong@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:luanmwilfong@gmail.com


From: Sandy Silver
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: equity for pickleball players
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:09:16 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ssilver@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Adam and Commissioners,

This is to urge you to give Mitchell park priority SEVEN DAYS PER WEEK, not the three
days that is under consideration.  

My husband and I have lived in Palo Alto for more than 25 years. We both work in Palo Alto
and play pickleball at Mitchell Park 3 times per week.  It's added physical exercise and
socializing in a way that's really improved our lives. However, we both work full-time and as
a result we are only able to play pickleball at night.  

Three days of evening priority means we spend most of time waiting to play.  Night after
night, when 16 players could be playing pickleball on a single tennis court (with many more
cycling in and out), we're left waiting while 2-4 tennis players use a court for 1-2 hours.

In addition, three nights of priority for the game of pickleball doesn't acknowledge the
number of players who have entered the sport, nor the rapid growth that is inevitable. 

Thanks in advance for doing the most equitable thing for our town.

Sandy Silver

mailto:ssilver@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Yong Guo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fwd: Tennis court at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:19:48 PM

You don't often get email from yong.guo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To whom it may concern:

Please find the letter I sent below.

Thanks,
-Yong Guo

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Yong Guo <yong.guo@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Sep 27, 2022 at 4:15 PM
Subject: Tennis court at Mitchell Park
To: adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org <adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org>

Hi, Adam and the City of Palo Alto:

I am a Palo Alto resident and an avid tennis player. I am writing to express my concern on the
dual use of tennis courts at Mitchell park. Currently pickleball lines are drawn on the two
shared tennis courts in bright yellow color and the courts are split between tennis and
pickleball use. 

I frequently play at Mitchell Park or take a walk in that area. I always see people waiting for
tennis courts in the evening at courts 1 to 4. Even when it is tennis time on courts 5 and 6,
people hesitate to go play there. Reasons: 1. the yellow lines are bothering; 2. too many people
are playing pickleball already so tennis players feel uncomfortable kicking them out. Since
courts 1 and 2 are usually reserved by the tennis coaches, there is simply not enough capacity
for tennis.

I think the city should consider building more dedicated pickleball courts somewhere else.
Another alternative is to share basketball courts. Pickleball court does not require much space,
it fits perfectly within the basketball court. And the lines are not much of a concern for
basketball players.

Thank you for your attention.

Best regards,
-Yong Guo
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From: Sreekumar Vadakkepat
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Improve the Pickleball usage time at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 5:52:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from svadakkepat@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam and Commissioners,

I am a USA Pickleball ambassador and pickleball player writing to urge you to take decisive
action on the mixed use courts at Mitchell Park. Pickleball should have priority seven nights a
week.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. This basically just takes us back to where we were four years ago and
doesn't acknowledge or accommodate the sport's explosive growth with younger players who
are only available to play after work hours.
Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night while FOUR tennis players
displace them. It's outrageous and wrong.
Your job is to provide equity to the community. I know it's not easy, but dedicating the multi-
use courts to pickleball immediately is the equitable thing to do. There are plenty of places to
play tennis at night. Please provide the same opportunities for pickleball.
It's long past time to rip off the bandaid on this issue.  These slow and incremental changes are
wasteful of everyone's time and energy. It's obvious that these courts will eventually have to
be all pickleball, all the time. Can we please not do this halfway?
Thank you for your consideration,
Sree Vadakkepat 
408 256 1778 
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From: Gena Mayer
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:40:06 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from genamayer@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Adam and Commissioners,

I am writing to request that you give pickleball priority 7 nights a week at the mixed use courts
at Mitchell Park.

I started playing pickleball in 2021.  it's an important part of my life - and not just for physical
exercise.  It's the social interactions and ability to easily make connections.  Unlike tennis,
anyone can start playing pickleball, and most importantly - you can go to the courts, and play-
without having to have a partner.   That's the beauty of pickleball!

The problem is that right now, many pickleball players  have to wait for such a long time,
particularly in the evening hours, when only 4 tennis players are playing.   Since there are so
many other places to play tennis, and often without waiting, I hope you will consider giving
pickleball priority 7 nights a week.   

Thank you for your consideration,
Gena Mayer
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From: Christopher Sahoo
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Mitchell Park Pickleball Courts
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 8:32:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from christophersahoo@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam,

I love pickleball. Not just the sport, but the community as well. I have met some many new
people and even made friendships because of the pickleball courts at Mitchell Park. I am
incredibly grateful for the 8 courts that we do have, but, I speak for the entire community
when I say that the existing 8 courts are not enough to meet the demand, and am requesting
the use of the temporary pickleball courts from 8am - 10pm, 7 days a week. And this is
coming from a former tennis player.

Each tennis court in the pickleball area can support up to 16 players
(4 players per pickleball court, 4 pickleball courts per 1 tennis
court), for a total of 32 pickleball players with the 2 tennis courts
 in the pickleball area of Mitchell Park. Compare that to the 4 tennis
 players that would occupy the 2 tennis courts (it's rare to see
doubles players).

It's frustrating for 16-32 people to be kicked off to allow 2-4 tennis
players to play, especially when there are so many other tennis courts
in Palo Alto (but no other pickleball courts).

Again, I support court usage from 8 - 10pm 7 days a week.

 Thank you for your consideration.

 Best,
 Christopher
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From: shelly bowers
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Night Pickleball courts
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 1:15:44 AM

You don't often get email from shellybowers@me.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please do not pay attention to the previous email I sent. I am boarding a flight and that got sent
by accident when I was just copying off the emails and it grabbed everything.
Here is my letter since I am not able to be at the meeting tonight.

Dear Park and Rec Commission and Adam,

I am a senior and discovered Pickleball this time last year in September. I have not played
paddle sports before and this is my first one. I love it because it is inclusive of all
ages,abilities,and races. I have met so many new friends that I would not have had the
opportunity to even interact with before. It helps me get exercise on a regular basis 3-5 times a
week. When I do play I notice that especially in the evening all the Pickleball courts are full
with waiting lists and the tennis courts for the most part are empty. The other night when I was
at the courts where the majority of the Pickleball is being played the courts that can also be
used for tennis had players on them. While the majority of the tennis courts located in the park
remained empty. If those 3 multi use courts are being used by 6 tennis players then there are 6
less Pickleball courts to be played on and up to 24 Pickleball players that can’t play. It makes
sense to make those all Pickleball courts and let the tennis players play on the full tennis
courts that are quite often not being used at all.  Pickleball allows families and friends to play
together. To make 24 people stand around while 6-10 tennis players take these courts does not
seem fair when all the tennis players need to do is go over to the tennis courts that are empty
and play. I am hoping you will see that it would be better to keep all the Pickleball courts and
not allow Tennis to play on them. Pickleball is way more inclusive and is only going to get
bigger. It also really is a very welcoming community. 
Thank you for listening and I am hoping you will make these multiuse courts all Pickleball
and not tennis/Pickleball  courts.

Shelly Bowers

Shelly Bowers
Palo Alto Pickleball member

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 27, 2022, at 10:36 AM, ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:


This is an automated response confirming that your email has been received on behalf of the Parks and
Recreation Commission (PARC). 
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The Commission appreciates hearing from citizens.  Thank you in advance for your comments.  Your email
will be forwarded to the Commission and a printed copy will be provided to each Commissioner for their
next meeting.  If a response is required expect to receive one within 2 business days.
 
When you email the Commission, your email becomes a public record.  You should not include any private
information (such as your phone number, home address, or minor children names) in your correspondence
to the Commission.
 
If this pertains to a Park maintenance related problem it will be forwarded to the appropriate Parks staff
person or if it is time sensitive please email directly to parks@cityofpaloalto.org.
 
 
Thank you.
City of Palo Alto
Commission staff assistant
 



From: Elizabeth Scott
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:11:29 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from elizscott@msn.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to request that access to courts at Mitchell Park be given to pickleball players 7
days/week.  Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the country and has a thriving
community of dedicated players at Mitchell Park.  I was introduced to pickleball at Mitchell
Park by a friend of mine during the pandemic.  My friend has since moved away but that
has not deterred me from continuing to go to the courts at Mitchell.  I have made so many
friends through pickleball at Mitchell Park; it is a very warm and welcoming community of
players.  I see new players every time I go to the courts at Mitchell Park and so as this
community is burgeoning, additional access to all courts is a must.  One tennis court can
accommodate a couple of games of pickleball and thus serve more of the community.

I appreciate your consideration - and I hope, your support.

Best, 
Elizabeth Scott
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From: Jill Lengre
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Pickleball courts at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 6:45:47 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jill.lengre@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Recreation of Palo Alto,

I am writing you today to discuss the use of the shared courts at Mitchell Park for Pickleball
and tennis. As you know pickleball has taken off around the country and Palo Alto is no
exception! I have really found a sense of community where everyone is inviting and courts all
day. As you may or may not be aware pickleball is played 99% of the time as a doubles game. 

I am writing to implore you to give pickleball the priority all day on the two dual striped
courts. Giving tennis the priority on those two courts doesn’t make sense as there are so many
more tennis courts available in Palo Alto and these are the only pickle ball courts available.
Most afternoons and evenings there are 16 people waiting to play! 
Thank you for your consideration.

Jill Payonzeck Lengre
2857 Greer Road Palo Alto 
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From: Paige Kolze
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball isn"t just for old people anymore!
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 2:40:03 PM

You don't often get email from pkolze@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Esteemed members of the Palo Alto Parks & Rec Commission:

Pickleball isn't just a sport for old, retired people.  It has had explosive growth in recent years,
and the wait to play at Mitchell Park in the evenings after school and work is ridiculous. 
Please give pickleball priority on weeknight evenings.  It is silly for four tennis players to have
priority over 28 pickleball players.  There are lots of places to play tennis, and far fewer to
play pickleball.

Encourage exercise for a healthy community!

Thanks You,
Paige Kolze
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From: Rick Wytmar
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Pickleball Priority
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:20:24 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from rick@wytmar.com. Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

My name is Rick Wytmar and I frequently play pickleball with family and friends at the
Mitchell Park courts. I've enjoyed the friendships I've made through pickleball as its is a very
social game that requires teamwork. We play a few nights a week after work. 

Right now when we arrive at the courts after 5pm they fill up very quickly, including the
tennis courts with temporary nets. Often, there will be a group waiting on each of the 12 courts
to get a game in after. This problem compounds itself when tennis players come to the courts
and take over a tennis court kicking four groups off the courts, making even more people wait
(and often just leave) and creating a logjam.

This is why we kindly ask for pickleball to have priority over tennis seven days a week. It
makes no sense that two tennis players can kick 16 pickleball players off the court.

We would like you to act in what we believe is the best interest of the community and make
this a law. We trust your judgment and hope that you can see the utility of giving tennis
players priority does not make sense as the popularity of pickleball has exploded. 
Thank you for your time, Rick Wytmar
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From: kristina klausen
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Please double the number of permanent Pickleball courts!
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:03:50 PM

You don't often get email from kristinaklausen@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi, 
I've lived in Palo Alto for 20 years and have been a member of the Palo Alto Pickleball
club for 3 years. It's a great club and I play with other Palo Alto residents a couple of
times a week. I would play more often if the courts weren't always so full. 

Frequently while walking to or from the full Pickleball courts at Mitchel Park I pass
empty tennis courts. 

Please create more dedicated Pickleball courts. Doubling the number would not be
too many! And it would be nice to have some in a few different parks in Palo Alto,
making it easier to walk/bike to the courts. 

Pickleball clearly has a dedicated and growing group of players. It contributes to the
health and wellbeing of Palo Alto residents and helps build social connections in our
city. 

Thanks for your help on this!

Sincerely, 
Kristina Klausen
2202 Greer Rd
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From: Roger Drummond
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Prioritize PICKLEBALL court usage from 8am - 10pm 7 days a week (EXPLANATION)
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:22:45 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from roger.drummond@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

To Adam and ParkRec Commission:

 

I understand that Mitchell Park COURT USAGE is on the Agenda on The Parks and
Recreation Commission Meeting Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 7PM.

I express my full support to Prioritize PICKLEBALL court usage from 8am - 10pm 7 days a
week.

I don’t envy your position, and as both a tennis and pickleball player myself, I hope it helps
you to understand why I’d prioritize Pickleball for that specific location:

1)      Community: Mitchell Park is known across the entire Bay Area as the place to
come to meet very friendly Pickleballers.  It is a rare location where a lonely
individual can show up and be invited to play with others, even offering them a
paddle to use.  Stanford students are playing games with retirees, and entire
families come out to play and intermingle after coming home from work.  I have
never seen a tennis player invite a stranger to join their game.

2)      Noise control: Pickleball tends to be noisy and it can be costly to build noise
suppression in smaller neighborhood parks. Mitchell Park already has dedicated
courts next to the temporary courts, in a perfect area where the noise is not a
concern. You should optimize this by directing as much pickleball use as possible
in this controlled area.

3)      One-stop convenience:  When searching for a tennis court, it is easier to
swing by Rinconada.  Similarly, if you want to find a friend to play pickleball, you
know to come to Mitchell Park.

4)      Grouping advantage:  Pickleball benefits from grouping people together in
the same location (intermingling and player availability), while tennis remains a
solitary sport with the exception of social events.

5)      Health: Tennis is hard on the body, and as we get older, we discover that
Pickleball lets us stay healthy decades beyond our tennis playing days. It provides
short bursts of energy and laughter while preventing exhaustion from long drawn-
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out games.This is huge for our elderly, injured, and handicapped.

6)      Mental Health: Pickleball was ideal for post pandemic depression. Hundreds
of Palo Altoans who were stuck inside found great relief getting out of the house,
to again be active safely with friendly strangers both young and old.

7)      Line Jumping: When tennis players come, they don't just kick off the current
game, but also everybody waiting in line.

8)      Sheer NUMBERS: For every tennis player at Mitchell Park, there are
around 24 pickleball players. Since I've been coming for the last year, I've never
seen more than 4 tennis players waiting for a court, yet I frequently see 50-80
people waiting for pickleball.

9)      KEEP THE FRIENDLY ATTITUDE: the priority hours for tennis has one
severe problem, as the typical real life example below illustrates.

On Sept 12, I was dismayed when 2 tennis players came and chased away 4 courts of 4 person
pickleball games who already had over 32 people waiting in line (8 paddles waiting on each
court). So 48 people who normally wait 15-20 minutes a game were pushed away, also losing
their place in line for the court. Then 2 more tennis players came and kicked off the remaining
3 pickleball courts, losing roughly another 36 people.  Many of these people simply went
home frustrated (changing from laughing/joking/sweating to irritation and feeling a waste of
time showing up), but others were displaced onto the remaining courts making those players
miserable since they knew they had no hope after their games finished.

At first, there were over 16 paddles waiting on every court (4 games waiting per court).

15 minutes later, after many left, I thought to take a head count and a picture:

·         96 Pickleball players were still there, most waiting to play on the remaining 8 courts.

·         8 Tennis players were playing.  2 tennis courts near the library were empty and no
tennis players were waiting for a court.

After those 4 players played for 1.5 hours, they left, and most of the tennis courts were empty
the rest of the night, but by then the damage was done. The incredibly friendly Palo Alto
atmosphere turned hostile and angry and it only took 4 people who didn’t even bother to wait
for the empty courts near the library.



 

MENTALLY, this is creating a bad situation, teaching apathy to tennis players who ask 40
people to give up their night so that 2 can play, and hearing how others feel guilty while so
many people watch them play singles.  It also undoes the joy of the pickleball player as they
glare at those 2 people, wondering why they can’t use one of the other 54 tennis courts around
Palo Alto, like we do when we play tennis.

I hope this helps provide you material to make some tough decisions.

===

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE SOLUTIONS: 



You might consider building small "practice" nets usable by both tennis and pickleball
in inconvenient shaped areas.  You frequently see people taking up an entire court just
to practice dinks or volleys, even though they only need 10 feet and no fence.
You might also get a better afternoon/evening usage distribution if you can block the
afternoon sun glare from the courts.  Semi-Transparent stretched canopies are becoming
popular, whether they cover the court, or simply stretch vertically to block the horizon
glare.
Require that 4 people are needed to use a tennis court when people are waiting. (This
may discourage singles abusing the privilege, and is already encouraged in pickleball).

All my best,
Roger    
Roger.Drummond@gmail.com     Mobile: 734-495-0525
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From: Kaustabh Duorah
To: Howard, Adam; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Prioritizinb tennis vs pickleball
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:05:08 PM

You don't often get email from duorah@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. This is not equitable or efficient in providing most resources to the
most people.

A tennis court with 4 players is equivalent to 4 PB courts with 16 players. With the large and
ever growing number of folks playing pickleball, it just is wrong to take this approach.

Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night while FOUR tennis
players displace them. It's outrageous and wrong.

There are plenty of places to play tennis at night. Please provide the same opportunities for
pickleball.

Mitchell Park has been a goto destination for many pickleball players but new courts are
starting to come up. We would like to keep Mitchell Park as the first stop in bay area
pickleball with the best players and best camraderie. Reducing the number of courts will
eventually make the crowd find other places to play.

That will be a loss to Palo Alto and Mitchell Park PB community.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kaustabh Duorah
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From: Ying Zhang
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: RE: Pickle Ball Courts
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 7:56:42 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from leftmyheartinsf@gmail.com.
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Adam and Commissioners,

I'm a longtime Palo Alto resident and pickleball player writing to urge you to take decisive
action on the mixed use courts at Mitchell Park. Pickleball should have priority seven
nights a week.

It has come to my attention that you're considering giving pickleball evening priority only
three nights a week. This basically just takes us back to where we were four years ago
and doesn't acknowledge or accommodate the sport's explosive growth with
younger players who are only available to play after work hours.

Dozens of these players are forced to stand and wait every night while FOUR tennis
players displace them. It's outrageous and wrong.

Your job is to provide equity to the community. I know it's not easy, but dedicating the multi-
use courts to pickleball immediately is the equitable thing to do. There are plenty of
places to play tennis at night. Please provide the same opportunities for pickleball.

It's long past time to rip off the bandaid on this issue. These slow and incremental changes
are wasteful of everyone's time and energy. It's obvious that these courts will eventually
have to be all pickleball, all the time. Can we please not do this halfway?

Thank you for your consideration,

Ying Zhang
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From: Rich Pearson
To: ParkRec Commission; Howard, Adam
Subject: Restoring equity requires change
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 5:18:24 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Park Commissioners and City Staff,

Thank you for listening to our concerns last night about the inequity between tennis and
pickleball night court availability.  

While our situation falls far short of many inequities the world faces today, the current court
usage policy is unfair and impacts the lives of many Palo Altans, including mine.

Yes, fixing inequity means the favored group has to lose something.  But there is a reason why
only 5 people from the tennis community showed up last night, despite the staff's efforts to
publicize the issue: the group losing court access is tiny and they have many other options.

Giving pickleball priority 7 nights a week takes away the ability for a very small number of
tennis players to play within walking distance of their homes.  Yet they will still have 15 other
lit courts to choose from, including 7 at Palo Alto High School, a location that is only 2.5
miles away and, per the city's own surveys, always has night court availability.

The Palo Alto Pickleball Club has demonstrated its willingness to work closely with the city
and will continue to do so as we share many goals.  But we are tired of the delays associated
with tiered proposals and joint-fundraising activities.   

Please do the right thing for Palo Alto and provide night priority 7 nights a week for
Pickleball.  Starting with 3 or 4 nights a week is unnecessary and is likely to cause more
problems than it solves.

As you saw last night, by making this change, you will restore equity for many Palo Alto
residents.

Thank you for reading my note.  

Rich Pearson,
Palo Alto Pickleball Club Board Member
709 Greer Road
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From: Joseph Afong
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: September 27, 2022 Agenda #4 Pickleball Court Policy
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 7:13:19 PM
Attachments: Survey of Palo Alto Tennis and Pickleball Lighted Court Usage in the Evening (2).pdf

You don't often get email from josephafong@ymail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Committee Chair and Members of the Park and Recreation Committee,

I feel that Staff and ad hoc committee recommendation of splitting the
evenings between tennis and pickleball is wrong and not justifiable. 

I am the author of a comprehensive survey conducted last year on the
utilization of the lit courts. I have submitted copies of the report
previously to Adam, the ad hoc committee and the Park and Recreation
commission. My survey was conducted over 14 consecutive evenings
with an established methodology. The data were analyzed and
recommendations were made as a result. I will not go into the detail of
my survey at this time. I just want to say that my study shows that
pickleball should have court priority 7 nights a week.

The staff surveys do support the findings of my survey. However those
surveys are not sufficient and you cannot use it alone to make a
decision. They lack a scientific methodology, lack adequate data points,
and lack an analysis of the data. There is no data in the surveys to
justify splitting of the week between tennis and pickleball.

I urge this commission to use real data to make your decision. If the
staff does not have time to conduct a thorough survey, hire a consultant
to do a proper and credible one. At the very minimal have a qualified
expert go over my study and incorporate its findings in your decision
making.  Please do not make subjective decisions based on incomplete
data or personal opinion. I urge you to do your due diligence and make
an informed decision with supporting data.

Finally I want to let you know that I do play pickleball but I don’t even
play in the evenings at Mitchell Park. I am just passionate about the
efficient use of public resources and make my points.
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Summary 


 There are 6 lighted public pickleball courts and 19 lighted public tennis courts in Palo Alto. 


 The Mitchell Park pickleball courts have consistently much higher usage than any of the tennis 


courts. 


 The much larger number of pickleball players waiting for courts is another indication of the higher 


demand for pickleball courts than tennis courts (247 pickleball players waiting to play versus 32 


tennis players waiting). 


 The pickleball courts were fully occupied (71% and 79% at the two time slots) much more frequently 


than the tennis courts (0% to 57% at the two time slots). 


 The 7 lighted tennis courts at PALY were never fully used during the survey period. 


 The demand for pickleball courts was so high that the 2 un-lighted pickleball courts at Mitchell were 


used by 32 players on 10 occasions at 8:45 pm during the 14-day survey period. 


 The two non-lighted dual use courts were being used less than 50% of the time by a total of 56 


tennis players during the survey period.  They were fully used by tennis players 29% of the time at 


6:45 pm and 21% of the time at 8:45 pm. 


 The 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park had open courts 25% and 20% of the time during the 


two survey time periods. 


 Switching from tennis-priority to pickleball-priority for the 2 dual use courts in the evenings at 


Mitchell Park would prevent 56 tennis players to play at these courts while benefiting 247 pickleball 


players.  


 Switching the priority can potentially benefit up to 784 pickleball players.  


 The tennis players displaced from normally playing at the Mitchell Park dual use courts have other 


options to play either at the 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park or at the other lighted public 


tennis courts in the city. 


 This switch will create a much more efficient use of the Mitchell Park facility without any cost to the 


City. 


 


  







 


 


Purpose of the Survey 


The purpose of the survey is to provide information regarding the usage of and demand for lighted 


public tennis and pickleball courts in Palo Alto.  The survey covered the following public facilities for 


tennis and pickle ball in the City. 


 6 lighted pickleball courts in Mitchell Park 


 6 lighted tennis courts in Mitchell Park 


 6 lighted tennis courts in Rinconada Park 


 7 lighted tennis courts at Palo Alto High School (PALY) 


The survey was designed to answer the following questions: 


 How well are the courts being utilized? 


 How many players are using the courts? 


 How much demand is there for the lighted courts? 


 If pickleball players are given more time at Mitchell Park in the evenings, can the tennis players 


be accommodated elsewhere?  


 


Methodology 


The survey was conducted by counting both the lighted pickleball and tennis court being used and the 


number of players using the courts at two time slots, 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, for a two-week duration 


period from 6/1/2021 to 6/14/2021.  The number of players waiting to get on the courts was also 


counted.  The survey counts were taken almost simultaneously across the courts within +/- 15 minutes 


of the target times.  Photos with date and time stamp were taken for documentation. 


The survey was designed and managed by Joseph Afong, Ph. D., and the data collection was 


implemented by a team of eight individuals: JD Diepenbrock, Carol Dressler, Lori Michelle, Pearl Moy, 


Helen Wong, Mei Yick, Mingxia Zhang and Joseph Afong.  


  







 


 


Analysis of Results 


The results of the completed survey are presented in Appendix A.  Summary tables and figures are 


generated from the data to address the questions posed.   


How well were the courts being utilized?    


Table 1 summarizes the court usage for the individual pickleball and tennis courts along with a summary 


of the tennis courts grouped together, and Figure 1 represents the percentage time the different courts 


were use during our survey period.  The table and the figure show that the Mitchell Park pickleball 


courts had consistently much higher usage than any of the tennis courts.  The pickleball court usages 


were 88% and 95% at the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time slots, respectively.  Rinconada Park tennis courts 


were the highest used tennis courts with 76% and 73% usage at these two times, respectively.  Mitchell 


Park tennis courts were the next most used tennis courts at 65% and 68% at these two times, 


respectively.  When all the tennis courts were considered as a group, the usages were 65% and 64% for 


these two times, respectively.   


  







 


 


  


Table 1.  Usage of the Courts 
      


Facility (Available 
Courts) 


Survey Time 
Days 


Surveyed 
Available 
Courts* 


Courts 
Used 


% Court 
Used 


Courts 
Not 


Used 


% Courts 
Not 


Used 


Mitchell Park 
Pickleball Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 74 88% 10 12% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 80 95% 4 5% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 154 92% 14 8% 


Mitchell Park Tennis 
Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 55 65% 29 35% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 57 68% 27 32% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 112 67% 56 33% 


Rinconada Park 
Tennis Courts (6) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 84 64 76% 20 24% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 61 73% 23 27% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 168 125 74% 43 26% 


PALY Tennis Courts (7) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 98 53 54% 45 46% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 84 52 62% 32 38% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 182 105 58% 77 42% 


All Tennis (19) 


6:45 Time Slot 14 266 172 65% 94 35% 


8:45 Time Slot 14 266 170 64% 96 36% 


Both Time 
Slots 


14 532 342 64% 190 36% 


* Available Courts = Number of courts at a facility x 14 survey days  
   


  







 


 


 Figure 1.  Usage of the Courts – Percent Time the Courts Were Used 
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The number of players using the courts and waiting to play 


Table 2A and Figure 2A show the total number of pickleball players playing and waiting to play at the 6 


pickleball courts, and the total number of tennis players playing and waiting to play at the 19 tennis 


courts.  The numbers of pickleball players playing were 272 and 297 at the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time 


slots, respectively.  The total numbers of tennis players playing at the 19 tennis courts were 403 and 424 


at these two times, respectively.  It is reasonable that there were more tennis players using the courts 


than pickleball players because there are more than three times as many tennis courts (19) comparing 


to pickleball courts (6).   


The number of people waiting to play on the courts are more telling -- showing there were many more 


pickleball players waiting for open courts to play in comparison to tennis players.  At the 6:45 pm and 


8:45 time slots for the 14 days survey period there were 94 and 153 pickleball players waiting for the 6 


pickleball courts comparing to 27 and 5 tennis players waiting for all the 19 tennis courts, respectively. 


 


Table 2A.  Number of People Using the Courts and Waiting to Play 
over the 14-Day Survey Period 


 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players 
# of Players 


Waiting 
# Playing & 


Waiting 


Pickleball Players 


6:45 Time Slot 272 94 366 


8:45 Time Slot 297 153 450 


Both Time Slots 569 247 816 


Tennis Players 


6:45 Time Slot 403 27 430 


8:45 Time Slot 424 5 429 


Both Time Slots 827 32 859 


  







 


 


Figure 2A.  Number of Pickleball and Tennis Players Using the Courts and Waiting to Play over the 14-Day Survey Period 


 


Next we wish to see the amount of activity per pickleball and tennis court.  The number of pickleball 


players from Table 2 is divided by the 6 pickleball courts and the number of tennis players is divided by 


the 19 tennis courts. Table 2B and Figure 2B show over the 14-day study period the total number of 


pickleball players playing and waiting to play per pickleball court, and the number of tennis players 


playing and waiting to play per tennis court.  The numbers of pickleball players playing per courts were 


about twice the number of tennis player per court.  What is most striking is the very high number of 


pickleball players waiting per court.  There were 16 pickleball players waiting for each pickleball court at 


6:45 pm and 26 players waiting for each pickleball court at 8:45 pm.  In comparison the number of 


tennis players waiting per tennis court at these times was less than two at 6:45 pm and less than one at 


8:45 pm.  


Table 2B.  Number of People Using the Courts and Waiting to Play per Court over the 
14-Day Survey Period 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players 
# of Players 


Waiting 
# Playing & 


Waiting 


Pickleball Players 


6:45 Time Slot 45 16 61 


8:45 Time Slot 50 26 75 


Both Time Slots 95 41 136 


Tennis Players 


6:45 Time Slot 21 1.4 23 


8:45 Time Slot 22 0.3 23 


Both Time Slots 44 1.7 45 
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Figure 2B.  Number of Pickleball and Tennis Players Using the Courts and Waiting to Play per Court over the 14-Day Survey Period 
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Amount of demand for the courts 


A good measure of demand for the courts is the number of players waiting for courts.  Table 2 above 


shows a total of 247 people waiting for pickleball courts during the 14-day survey period.  The much 


larger number of pickleball players waiting to play is an indication of the much higher demand for 


pickleball courts than tennis courts. 


With 6 pickleball courts this translates to 247/6 = 41 people waiting per pickleball court.  For the 19 


tennis courts the corresponding number is 32/19 = 1.7 people waiting per tennis court.  This dramatic 


difference between the two numbers shows the overwhelming demand for pickleball courts in 


comparison to tennis courts. 


A second way to measure the demand is to look at the number of times that the pickleball and tennis 


courts were fully occupied during our survey period.  Table 3 and Figure 3 show that the pickleball 


courts were fully occupied 71% and 79% at 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, respectively.  The most popular 


Rinconada tennis courts were fully occupied at 57% and 21% at these two times, respectively.  The next 


most popular Mitchell Park tennis courts were fully used 21% of the time at both of these two time 


slots.  The PALY tennis courts were never fully used during the survey period.  The survey results show 


that the pickleball courts were being fully used much more frequently than the tennis courts. 


 


Table 3.  Percent of Times the Courts are Fully Occupied 


# 


Occurrences 


Survey 


Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Full 


Courts 


Full Courts 


% 


Mitchell Park 


Pickleball 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 10 71% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 11 79% 


Mitchell Park 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


Rinconada 


Park Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 8 57% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 3 21% 


PALY Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 0 0% 


8:45 pm 


Time Slot 14 0 0% 


 







 


 


  Figure 3.  Percent of Times the Courts Were Fully Occupied 


 


 


 


A third indicator for the high demand for pickleball courts is that during our 14 day survey period, the 2 


un-lighted pickleball courts at Mitchell Park were used by 32 players on 10 occasions at 8:45 pm (see 


Summary Table in Appendix) when it was fairly dark at this time of the year.  This observation shows 


that players were desperate enough for courts that they were willing to play in the dark. 
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 Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts: Tennis Usage 


Out of the six lighted tennis courts in Mitchell Park, two are dual use courts which are unique in that 


they can accommodate either pickleball or tennis players.  Currently, pickleball players have priority to 


use the courts from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm and tennis players have priority for the courts from 3:00 pm to 


10:00 pm.  During the survey period of 14 days, Table and Figure 4 shows that the courts were used 46% 


and 43% of the time during the 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm time slots.  Table 5 shows that they were used by 


29 and 27 tennis players at these times.  Table 6 shows that these courts were full 29% and 21% during 


these two time slots.  


 


Table 4.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts 


   Court 


Usage Survey Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Available 


Courts Courts Used 


% Court 


Used 


Courts Not 


Used % not used 


Mitchell 


Park Dual 


Use Tennis 


Courts 


6:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 28 13 46% 15 54% 


8:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 28 12 43% 16 57% 


Both Slots 14 56 25 45% 31 55% 


 


 


    Figure 4.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Dual Use Courts at the Two Survey Time Slots 
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Table 5.  Number of Tennis Players Using the Mitchell Dual Use Courts and 


Waiting to Play 


Players Status Survey Time # of   Players # of Players Waiting 


Mitchell Park Dual 


Use Court Tennis 


Players 


6:45 pm Time Slot 29 1 


8:45 pm Time Slot 27 0 


Both Slots 56 1 


 


 


Table 6.  Percent of Times the Mitchell Dual Use Courts were Fully Occupied 


# Occurrences Survey Time 


Days Surveyed Full Courts Full Courts % 


Mitchell Dual Use 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 4 29% 


8:45 pm Time 


Slot 14 3 21% 


 


  







 


 


 Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts 


Table 7 and Figure 5 show the 4 permanent tennis courts at Mitchell Park were used 75% and 80% of the 


time during the time slots of 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm, respectively.  This indicates there were available 


courts 25% and 20% of the time during these two time periods. 


 


Table 7.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts 


  


Court Usage 


Survey 


Time 


Days 


Surveyed 


Available 


Courts 


Courts 


Used 


% Court 


Used 


Courts 


Not Used 


% not 


used 


Mitchell 


Permanent 


Tennis Courts 


6:45 Slot 14 56 42 75% 14 25% 


8:45 Slot 14 56 45 80% 11 20% 


Both Slots 14 112 87 78% 25 22% 


 


 


  Figure 5.  Usage of the Mitchell Park Permanent Tennis Courts at the Two Survey Time Slots 
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Conclusions and Implications 


We saw a tremendous demand for pickleball courts during the study period.  Based on the analysis of 


the survey data, there were 247 pickleball players waiting for courts to play during our two study time 


slots of 6:45 pm and 8:45 pm.  This number was much larger than the total of 32 tennis players waiting 


for courts at the same time periods.  There is a strong indication for the City to address the need of the 


large number of pickleball players waiting for courts.  The 6 pickleball courts at Mitchell Park were full 


71% and 79% of our two time slots comparing to 29% and 21% for the 2 dual use courts at Mitchell Park 


next to the pickleball courts.  A logical solution would be to offer priority of the dual use courts to the 


pickleball players during the evening hours.  The elimination of priority for tennis players would prevent 


56 tennis players to play at these courts while benefiting 247 pickleball players.  Potentially even more 


pickleball players can benefit from this change.  The 2 dual use courts can be used as 7 pickleball courts, 


so these courts can potentially accommodate even more players, by this calculation: 


7 courts x 4 players/court x 14 days survey period x 2 survey time slots = 784 pickleball players 


Because of the persistent long wait list for pickleball courts in the evenings, many players who wanted 


to play in the evenings probably gave up on playing at night.  Providing more opportunities will allow 


them to play in the evening.  Changing the priority of the courts will definitely benefit 247 pickleball 


players waiting for courts, but it can potentially benefit up to 784 pickleball players. 


The tennis players displaced by the elimination of tennis-priority at the dual use tennis courts at Mitchell 


Park had other options or opportunity to play.  During the survey period between 20% to 25% of the 


time there was availability at the 4 permanent courts in Mitchell Park.  Furthermore, the 7 tennis courts 


at PALY were never once completely full during our survey.   


In conclusion the small amount of tennis players who would be displaced from normally playing at the 


Mitchell Park dual use courts had other options to play either at the 4 permanent tennis courts at 


Mitchell Park or at the other lighted public tennis courts in the City.  Such options were not available to 


the large number of pickleball players who wait for the limited number of pickleball courts.  A switch 


from tennis-priority to pickleball-priority at the Mitchell Park dual use courts in the evening will benefit 


many more people in comparison to the limited number of people being inconvienced.  This switch 


creates a much more efficient use of this public facility without any cost to the City. 


 


 


 







Joseph Afong

Palo Alto Resident

 

Attachment:  Report - Survey of Palo Alto Tennis and Pickleball lighted Court Usage
in the Evening (June 1 to 14, 2021)



From: Howard, Adam
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Tennis Emails
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:25:38 PM
Attachments: Mitchell park tennis court 5 6 .msg
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Good Afternoon,
I know we have received a lot of emails from pickleball users, attached are the emails I have received
to date from Tennis players (they didn’t include the Commission)
 
 

Adam Howard
Sr. Community Services Manager, Recreation
City of Palo Alto
Phone: 650-329-2192
E-mail: adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org
 

            
Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you!
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Mitchell park tennis court 5 & 6 

		From

		John

		To

		Howard, Adam

		Recipients

		Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.


________________________________





Dear Adam and City of Palo Alto,





As PAlo Alto tennis community has lost one tennis court to p-ballers, we feel it is ridiculously irrational and greedy for any that wants to take over court 5 & 6, even part time, now or in the future. If really needed dearly, why not building more stand-alone p-ball courts? We strongly demand the city remove the p-ball court lines on the two tennis courts so that the tennis community can use them full time!





Regards,


John











Mitchell Park tennis courts

		From

		jennie chan

		To

		Howard, Adam

		Recipients

		Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.


  _____  



Hi Adam,





Is it possible to turn the two pickleball courts near the main tennis courts into a tennis court?  In addition to that, is it possible to build another tennis court near the main tennis courts?  Thus, we would have 6 tennis courts on that side.





Lately I've been going to MP more frequently and I see a lot of tennis players who wait at the main tennis courts during tennis priority time.  One time I asked a group of 4 why they don't go to the pickleball courts since it's tennis priority time.  They said they did that once and the pickleball player got really mad.  They even showed him the rules posted on the fence, but the pickleball player still was very upset with them.  Thus, they don't want to do that anymore, and this is a group of Four Male players!  However, I know this is rare since most pickleball players are friendly.  I asked another two male players who were waiting, they said they just don't feel like asking so many pickleball players to clear the court, they rather wait.  Later I saw them leaving without able to play. I think they waited for around 45 minutes.  There are many more such examples. 





The tennis demand is there at MP in the evenings, but difficult to tell looking at the court usage over the bridge since many people are afraid or don't want to ask the pickleball players to leave.  Also, many simply don't know the court sharing policy.  In addition all the lines on the courts make it difficult to have USTA matches.  Most USTA matches are getting diverted to Rinconada.





I think the best solution would be to build more tennis courts on the main side and those are for tennis only.  All the courts over the bridge become pickleball only courts.  If this can be achieved, we can also have more USTA teams out of MP.





Is it possible?











Thanks,





Jennie














Re: Mitchell Park courts

		From

		Xin Heng

		To

		Xin Heng; Howard, Adam

		Recipients

		xin.heng@gmail.com; Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org



	You don't often get email from xinheng@caffeine.tv. Learn why this is important


	


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.


  _____  



Hi Adam 


I am part of the Palo Alto Tennis Club. Wanted to share two pieces of feedback





1.	I want the current hours intact. 3 PM and 8 AM are good change-over times, when junior tennis players finish their school and start their school.


2.	If you study the court usage these days, you will get very distorted numbers. There is a lot of "bully" behavior out of the pickleball players. When they are playing, they refuse to get off the court during tennis priority hours (Because their nets are set up and because they outnumber us - the tennis players). It has happened to me and my son twice, and I am hearing the same from other tennis players around me. I hate to argue (or even shout) and thus choose to show up on these courts less often. AGAIN, it is NOT because I don't want to use the courts. It is because the pickleball people's behavior can get very abusive. 





Xin






Xin Heng



Head of Data at caffeine.tv 


xinheng@caffeine.tv








On Thu, Sep 22, 2022 at 9:08 AM Xin Heng <xin.heng@gmail.com> wrote:












Xin on gmail





Begin forwarded message:







From: Palo Alto Tennis Club <admin@paloaltotennis.com>
Date: September 22, 2022 at 07:49:03 PDT
To: Xin Heng <xin.heng@gmail.com>
Subject: Mitchell Park courts
Reply-To: Henry Riggs <hlriggs@comcast.net>







 





Members,





I received the following from the City regarding Mitchell Park courts.  It's an invitation for park users to comment on the current "priority" hours for tennis (afternoon and evening) and pickle ball (morning and early afternoon).





Cheers,





Henry





From: "Howard, Adam" <Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org>






Subject: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts






Date: September 20, 2022 at 10:41:58 AM PDT





Good Morning Court Users,





I’m emailing to notify you that the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) will be discussing the Duel Use courts in Mitchell Park at their upcoming meeting. As you may know, there are two courts in Mitchell Park that are duel striped for Tennis and Pickleball, with each sport receiving priority times (pickleball priority 8am- 3pm, tennis priority 3pm-10pm).  The PRC will be looking at how the joint use courts are being used and if the priority times need to be adjusted. If you have any feedback you can attend (in -person or virtually) the meeting on Tuesday September 27th at 7pm or you can email your feedback to Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org.





The agenda and staff report will be posted soon and can be found below





https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/Community-Services/Other-Services/Commissions/Parks-and-Recreation-Commission/PRC-Current-Year-Agendas-and-Minutes





Thank you





Adam Howard





Unsubscribe











Re: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts

		From

		Henry Riggs

		To

		Howard, Adam

		Recipients

		Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.


  _____  



One club member said this about Mitchel courts: 





I have seen many parent/kid combos playing tennis there. 





People who work at the standard hours and kids who go to schools typically cannot play tennis at public courts, unless there are lights.  In PA, only Rinconada and Mitchell have lighted tennis courts. 





I live in the south part of PA, it often takes more than 30-min to drive to Rinco. 





My friend, who often plays tennis at Mitchell with her son, had told me that it would be not only inconvenient, but also discouraging if they have to drive to Rinco, and found no courts. 





It's not  based on any scientific study, but I think that many people who play Pickleball  tend to be older with more flexible schedule. Giving Pickleball players priority during the day and giving tennis players priority during evenings make sense to me. 





That's my 2 cents.








On Sep 20, 2022, at 10:41 AM, Howard, Adam <Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org> wrote:





Good Morning Court Users,


I’m emailing to notify you that the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) will be discussing the Duel Use courts in Mitchell Park at their upcoming meeting. As you may know, there are two courts in Mitchell Park that are duel striped for Tennis and Pickleball, with each sport receiving priority times (pickleball priority 8am- 3pm, tennis priority 3pm-10pm).  The PRC will be looking at how the joint use courts are being used and if the priority times need to be adjusted. If you have any feedback you can attend (in -person or virtually) the meeting on Tuesday September 27th at 7pm or you can email your feedback to Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org.


 


The agenda and staff report will be posted soon and can be found below


 


https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/Community-Services/Other-Services/Commissions/Parks-and-Recreation-Commission/PRC-Current-Year-Agendas-and-Minutes


 


 


Thank you
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Adam Howard 


Sr. Community Services Manager, Recreation


City of Palo Alto


Phone: 650-329-2192


E-mail: adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org


www.cityofpaloalto.org
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Tennis court at Mitchell Park

		From

		Yong Guo

		To

		Howard, Adam

		Recipients

		Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org



	You don't often get email from yong.guo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important


	


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.


  _____  



Hi, Adam and the City of Palo Alto: 





I am a Palo Alto resident and an avid tennis player. I am writing to express my concern on the dual use of tennis courts at Mitchell park. Currently pickleball lines are drawn on the two shared tennis courts in bright yellow color and the courts are split between tennis and pickleball use. 





I frequently play at Mitchell Park or take a walk in that area. I always see people waiting for tennis courts in the evening at courts 1 to 4. Even when it is tennis time on courts 5 and 6, people hesitate to go play there. Reasons: 1. the yellow lines are bothering; 2. too many people are playing pickleball already so tennis players feel uncomfortable kicking them out. Since courts 1 and 2 are usually reserved by the tennis coaches, there is simply not enough capacity for tennis.





I think the city should consider building more dedicated pickleball courts somewhere else. Another alternative is to share basketball courts. Pickleball court does not require much space, it fits perfectly within the basketball court. And the lines are not much of a concern for basketball players.





Thank you for your attention.





Best regards,


-Yong Guo















From: Enid Pearson
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: The 10 A
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 5:02:43 PM

You don't often get email from enidpearson1@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I think Emily's letter says it all. and I agree with her.  Please
rededicate the 10 A back to park land.  It was a  mistake and an attempt to get the
city to build something it had not even looked at or reviewed or had determined the
cost factor.  Palo Alto has solved this problem and the
solution seems to be going well.  
Park land is the most valuable land any city can have and
it is always looked at as  a place to put something that usually costs a lot.  Mainly
because park land is free.  

I urge you all to be wary of using park land for any other
use.  Protect our valuable open space and park land.
Thanks for all your work on this committee.  Enid Pearson

-- 

 

mailto:enidpearson1@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Yong Guo
To: Howard, Adam
Subject: Tennis court at Mitchell Park
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:15:33 PM

You don't often get email from yong.guo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi, Adam and the City of Palo Alto:

I am a Palo Alto resident and an avid tennis player. I am writing to express my concern on the
dual use of tennis courts at Mitchell park. Currently pickleball lines are drawn on the two
shared tennis courts in bright yellow color and the courts are split between tennis and
pickleball use. 

I frequently play at Mitchell Park or take a walk in that area. I always see people waiting for
tennis courts in the evening at courts 1 to 4. Even when it is tennis time on courts 5 and 6,
people hesitate to go play there. Reasons: 1. the yellow lines are bothering; 2. too many people
are playing pickleball already so tennis players feel uncomfortable kicking them out. Since
courts 1 and 2 are usually reserved by the tennis coaches, there is simply not enough capacity
for tennis.

I think the city should consider building more dedicated pickleball courts somewhere else.
Another alternative is to share basketball courts. Pickleball court does not require much space,
it fits perfectly within the basketball court. And the lines are not much of a concern for
basketball players.

Thank you for your attention.

Best regards,
-Yong Guo

mailto:yong.guo@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Henry Riggs
To: Howard, Adam
Subject: Re: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 4:13:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

One club member said this about Mitchel courts:

I have seen many parent/kid combos playing tennis there. 

People who work at the standard hours and kids who go to schools typically cannot play tennis at public
courts, unless there are lights.  In PA, only Rinconada and Mitchell have lighted tennis courts. 

I live in the south part of PA, it often takes more than 30-min to drive to Rinco. 

My friend, who often plays tennis at Mitchell with her son, had told me that it would be not only
inconvenient, but also discouraging if they have to drive to Rinco, and found no courts. 

It's not  based on any scientific study, but I think that many people who play Pickleball  tend to be older
with more flexible schedule. Giving Pickleball players priority during the day and giving tennis players
priority during evenings make sense to me. 

That's my 2 cents.

On Sep 20, 2022, at 10:41 AM, Howard, Adam
<Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org> wrote:

Good Morning Court Users,
I’m emailing to notify you that the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) will be
discussing the Duel Use courts in Mitchell Park at their upcoming meeting. As you may
know, there are two courts in Mitchell Park that are duel striped for Tennis and
Pickleball, with each sport receiving priority times (pickleball priority 8am- 3pm, tennis
priority 3pm-10pm).  The PRC will be looking at how the joint use courts are being used
and if the priority times need to be adjusted. If you have any feedback you can attend

(in -person or virtually) the meeting on Tuesday September 27th at 7pm or you can
email your feedback to Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org.
 
The agenda and staff report will be posted soon and can be found below
 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/Community-Services/Other-
Services/Commissions/Parks-and-Recreation-Commission/PRC-Current-Year-Agendas-
and-Minutes
 
 
Thank you
 
 

mailto:hlriggs@comcast.net
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org
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https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/Community-Services/Other-Services/Commissions/Parks-and-Recreation-Commission/PRC-Current-Year-Agendas-and-Minutes
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From: Xin Heng
To: Xin Heng; Howard, Adam
Subject: Re: Mitchell Park courts
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 2:00:06 PM

You don't often get email from xinheng@caffeine.tv. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam
I am part of the Palo Alto Tennis Club. Wanted to share two pieces of feedback

1. I want the current hours intact. 3 PM and 8 AM are good change-over times, when
junior tennis players finish their school and start their school.

2. If you study the court usage these days, you will get very distorted numbers. There is a
lot of "bully" behavior out of the pickleball players. When they are playing, they refuse
to get off the court during tennis priority hours (Because their nets are set up and
because they outnumber us - the tennis players). It has happened to me and my son
twice, and I am hearing the same from other tennis players around me. I hate to argue
(or even shout) and thus choose to show up on these courts less often. AGAIN, it is
NOT because I don't want to use the courts. It is because the pickleball people's
behavior can get very abusive. 

Xin

Xin Heng
Head of Data at caffeine.tv 
xinheng@caffeine.tv

On Thu, Sep 22, 2022 at 9:08 AM Xin Heng <xin.heng@gmail.com> wrote:

Xin on gmail

Begin forwarded message:

From: Palo Alto Tennis Club <admin@paloaltotennis.com>
Date: September 22, 2022 at 07:49:03 PDT
To: Xin Heng <xin.heng@gmail.com>
Subject: Mitchell Park courts
Reply-To: Henry Riggs <hlriggs@comcast.net>



Members,

I received the following from the City regarding Mitchell Park
courts.  It's an invitation for park users to comment on the current

mailto:xinheng@caffeine.tv
mailto:xin.heng@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
http://caffeine.tv/
mailto:xinheng@caffeine.tv
mailto:xin.heng@gmail.com
mailto:admin@paloaltotennis.com
mailto:xin.heng@gmail.com
mailto:hlriggs@comcast.net


"priority" hours for tennis (afternoon and evening) and pickle ball
(morning and early afternoon).

Cheers,

Henry

From: "Howard, Adam" <Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Subject: Mitchell Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts

Date: September 20, 2022 at 10:41:58 AM PDT

Good Morning Court Users,

I’m emailing to notify you that the Parks and Recreation
Commission (PRC) will be discussing the Duel Use courts in
Mitchell Park at their upcoming meeting. As you may know, there
are two courts in Mitchell Park that are duel striped for Tennis
and Pickleball, with each sport receiving priority times (pickleball
priority 8am- 3pm, tennis priority 3pm-10pm).  The PRC will be
looking at how the joint use courts are being used and if the
priority times need to be adjusted. If you have any feedback you
can attend (in -person or virtually) the meeting on Tuesday
September 27th at 7pm or you can email your feedback
to Adam.howard@cityofpaloalto.org.

The agenda and staff report will be posted soon and can be
found below

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/Departments/Community-
Services/Other-Services/Commissions/Parks-and-Recreation-
Commission/PRC-Current-Year-Agendas-and-Minutes

Thank you

Adam Howard

Unsubscribe
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From: jennie chan
To: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell Park tennis courts
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 9:31:20 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Adam,

Is it possible to turn the two pickleball courts near the main tennis courts into a tennis court? 
In addition to that, is it possible to build another tennis court near the main tennis courts? 
Thus, we would have 6 tennis courts on that side.

Lately I've been going to MP more frequently and I see a lot of tennis players who wait at the
main tennis courts during tennis priority time.  One time I asked a group of 4 why they don't
go to the pickleball courts since it's tennis priority time.  They said they did that once and the
pickleball player got really mad.  They even showed him the rules posted on the fence, but the
pickleball player still was very upset with them.  Thus, they don't want to do that anymore,
and this is a group of Four Male players!  However, I know this is rare since most pickleball
players are friendly.  I asked another two male players who were waiting, they said they just
don't feel like asking so many pickleball players to clear the court, they rather wait.  Later I saw
them leaving without able to play. I think they waited for around 45 minutes.  There are many
more such examples. 

The tennis demand is there at MP in the evenings, but difficult to tell looking at the court
usage over the bridge since many people are afraid or don't want to ask the pickleball players
to leave.  Also, many simply don't know the court sharing policy.  In addition all the lines on
the courts make it difficult to have USTA matches.  Most USTA matches are getting diverted to
Rinconada.

I think the best solution would be to build more tennis courts on the main side and those are
for tennis only.  All the courts over the bridge become pickleball only courts.  If this can be
achieved, we can also have more USTA teams out of MP.

Is it possible?

Thanks,

Jennie

mailto:jennietuchan@hotmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org




From: John
To: Howard, Adam
Subject: Mitchell park tennis court 5 & 6
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:41:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Adam and City of Palo Alto,

As PAlo Alto tennis community has lost one tennis court to p-ballers, we feel it is ridiculously irrational and greedy
for any that wants to take over court 5 & 6, even part time, now or in the future. If really needed dearly, why not
building more stand-alone p-ball courts? We strongly demand the city remove the p-ball court lines on the two
tennis courts so that the tennis community can use them full time!

Regards,
John

mailto:jzedlee@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
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