
From: michal shalon
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Forwarding a letter from a dog owner/stakeholder
Date: Thursday, July 28, 2022 5:55:51 PM

You don't often get email from michalshalon@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Parks and Recs Commissioners, 

The following email was sent to me by one of the members of Palo Alto Dog Owners
Association (PADO), and she wanted it forwarded to you.

Michal Shalon
Acting President of PADO
______________________________________
Hi Michal,

We're now splitting our time between Mitchell and Peers so here's some comments
in case I can't make the Zoom meeting tomorrow.

1) Mitchell Park:

For literally decades, the city has replanted the grass in the area closest to the creek
during the summer and then not watered it so it dies.  Complaints to the
maintenance guys have gone nowhere.

More seating is always welcome since most of the plastic chairs have been provided
by residents and many are broken and need to be replaced.

2) Peers Park

Peers desperately needs more seating besides the few heavy Adirondak chairs that
are falling apart.

Also, having all that mulch there means that our dog always comes home absolutely
filthy and covered in small wood chips.  Perhaps different materials could be used.

The water faucet/dispenser is silly and tough to operate, especially for small
children. The ground in front of the faucet water always ends up totally soaked.

Thanks for everything you're doing.

Jo Ann Mandinach
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From: Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: JMZ Science Outreach Program Spotlight
Date: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 11:00:33 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
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JMZ Science Outreach Program Spotlight
August 10, 2022

Hello Friends,

As we approach the start of a new school year, for this newsletter we profile a Friends'
initiative to expand access to the Junior Museum & Zoo's Science Outreach Program—a
long-standing priority for our organization.

Since 1999, the Friends has funded the JMZ's Science Outreach Program in the
Ravenswood City School District and in East Palo Alto Charter School (EPACS), serving
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elementary school children in East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park. Funding this
program helps to address inequalities in STEM education between Ravenswood and
wealthier, neighboring public school districts. Looking ahead, the Friends hopes to expand
the reach of this exceptional program to additional, underserved communities in
surrounding areas.

In other news, the Friends is hosting a Halloween event for families at the Junior Museum
& Zoo on October 28 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Proceeds from the event will help support JMZ
educational programs, like Science Outreach, for youth in our community. If your company
is interested in sponsoring this event, please contact Marie Ivich, our development
manager, at marie@friendsjmz.org.

Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

Lauren Angelo
President, Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo

Program Spotlight: JMZ Science Outreach
Interview with Alex Hamilton, JMZ Director of Education

 
What is the Junior Museum & Zoo’s Science Outreach Program?

The JMZ’s Science Outreach Program offers high-quality science lessons to local schools.
Aligned with current science standards, these lessons are hands-on, interactive
experiences designed for children from preschool through fifth grade. This program
supplements traditional classroom instruction by bringing in activities and animals for
children to learn about. We even take field trips with third-graders to the Baylands Nature
Preserve.

How has the JMZ’s Science Outreach Program evolved since its inception? 
 
In 1955, the Junior Museum & Zoo commissioned a mobile science vehicle to visit
schools, parks and playgrounds. This trailer operated into the 1970s until it was replaced
by the Science Outreach Program. We have grown from two schools in the early 90s
(Walter Hays and Addison) to all Palo Alto Unified School District schools and, with the
support of the Friends, all elementary schools in the Ravenswood City School District. We
also work with 60 other local schools on ad hoc interpretive programs.
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A young learner looks closely at a piece of paper under a magiscope.

What new approaches do you take in order to keep lessons engaging and relevant? 

In 2017, we overhauled all of our lessons to support the new California State Science
Content Standards (known as Next Generation Science Standards). The former collection
of lessons supports Common Core Science Standards. 
 
Our teachers are also all “science nerds” so they are constantly reading about the latest
developments in what we know about our world – advances in medicine and the like. We
share our discoveries during our weekly department meetings and try to incorporate new
science content and developments in the field into our lessons. For example, there have
been a lot of new developments in our knowledge about dinosaurs, how they lived and
died, and how they evolved into modern birds (rather than all of them going extinct as was
previously thought).



Students watch excitedly as they launch Alka-Seltzer rockets.

Do you find children tend to be most excited or engaged with specific lessons or
topics? Can you share those with us?
 
They seem to get most excited about lessons that present beautiful, fascinating or unusual
objects or animals (our geology programs and animal programs, and dissections, for
example), and lessons that include an experiment with measurable results that reveal
truths about their world (for example, our Camouflage lesson, White Powder Lab,
Endo/Exo). They also love lessons that let them use real scientific tools and equipment
(microscopes; telescopes; measuring devices for volume, temperature, density, salinity).   

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
info@friendsjmz.org | www.friendsjmz.org
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From: James Ehrlich
To: ParkRec Commission
Cc: Neda Tavousi; Blank, Ellen; nader.farr@gmail.com
Subject: IMPORTANT: Use of Terman Park for Fletcher Middle School Lunch break
Date: Saturday, August 13, 2022 4:18:03 PM

You don't often get email from jamese@stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Sir/Madame,

We are a group of Fletcher middle school parents who recently found out that there is on-
going construction on our school campus, which used to be on the only open green space at
our school.

The issue is that 600+ students are now crammed into quite a small area to eat their lunch,
next to the construction site, and without having any access to open space.

The reason for the outreach is that we want to propose that Fletcher students be allowed to
access the area of Terman Park that adjoins the school campus for the 40-minutes, or so each
day (at lunchtime) - to have their lunch, and/or to at least have some open green space to
spread out.

It is our intention to find a way with the Palo Alto school district, along with our school PTA, to
find a constructive way to cover the costs for a couple chaperones to make sure the kids will
keep safe and not stray from the park or campus. In this regard, we will be reaching out to the
Palo Alto Mayor to also see how best to handle this 'temporary' situation.

As we understand, some portion of the construction will be completed by the end of October
2022, which should allow for some additional space back at Fletcher for the kids to spread out.

In the interim, we find this situation to be untenable and quite urgent for the kids to have the
choice to spend their lunch break on the beautiful green area at Terman Park.

Therefore, we are grateful for your sharing our issue and solution with the Palo Alto Parks
Commissioner, and we also welcome your thoughtful feedback and ideas as to how we can
get this arranged as soon as possible.

Very kind regards,
James Ehrlich
Ellen Blank
Parents at Fletcher Middle School
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From: Aru Arunasalam
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Use of Palo Alto Pickleball facilities by non residents
Date: Sunday, August 14, 2022 1:27:02 PM

You don't often get email from aru.arunasalam@att.net. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners,

I have repeatedly encountered people from other cities using the city of Palo Alto
pickleball facilities.  

Is this as the City has planned or is this a violation of city rules?

Is it possible to reserve at least certain days/times for the city residents only? 

Thank You,

Aru Arunasalam
City of Palo Alto Resident since 1984.
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From: Canopy
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject:  Take Action for Trees! Enroll in Community Forestry School
Date: Monday, August 15, 2022 2:20:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

Community Forestry School

Online Zoom Classes:
Wednesdays, September 14 - November 9, 2022

from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Outdoor Field Experiences:
Saturdays, October 15 - 29, 2022

from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Various locations

In California, 80% of the population lives in urban areas, making trees
a vital part of daily life in cities. Trees are key to environmental justice,
improved quality of life, and public health — yet our urban trees are
under compounding threats from development, budgetary pressures,
and global climate change. Now more than ever, we must come
together to preserve and renew our urban forests.
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Become a Canopy-certified Community Forester! This 9-week Zoom
course, with in-person field experiences on weekends, will equip you
with the knowledge, skills, and training you need to take action in your
community right away. As a Community Forestry School graduate,
you will be equipped to identify trees, plant and prune effectively,
explain the value of the urban forest to others, and advocate for trees
in your community.

ENROLL NOW

This program is made possible by a generous grant from the County
of Santa Clara Office of Sustainability.

Testimonials

“After attending this Community Forester program, I feel that I
am in a position to truly affect the growth and the health of our

urban forest. The logical progression from basic knowledge to a
hands-on application to continued action seems to be a grand

approach to helping our community grow in the right direction!”

“The class is informative and brings in guest lecturers with local
talent and experience. I find the course informative, relevant, and

interesting.”

- Community Forestry School graduates

Topics explored in-depth include:

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pjeuSBcseiZ-HSdQqCappCUy9fIY3fZBFAaot78fsT1fNxFedk079S59ws7SEfKng3aNpgaTj78pOjKDTEoF92RBRxfsi64b3CLfV8kkMXPwLLaLFZUFcSWcn72sF8tEbiP9Eoo1d-O0S0gDLsNQ4dSWgM_8tCXCFPAkiSbUk-cSk5TSw5VM5Eu3SxKgdZiNzY1loKOR_5k=&c=Pn-nVUgcxzWHEkRTnyQt-h-SUnBCuMYMEsQ90gb-rGSM9sgcO5wFqw==&ch=d4SGG_ti112loU72DtH649QUGP2YL8T19ei3HxbbRqPL6Xm1DI_K1A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pjeuSBcseiZ-HSdQqCappCUy9fIY3fZBFAaot78fsT1fNxFedk079WqMB8-fWZjfudNj4Fh9TsUCg-3RibfKvE-BeJw_SySuBjDk5BkrnI_0smgwKDPgYSqJK9PJnn4-cKr1G2n2xfHHFY9ru2ceZTJgA-FJnojZ9dWUFIqQEM4J1w5UJj_kpA==&c=Pn-nVUgcxzWHEkRTnyQt-h-SUnBCuMYMEsQ90gb-rGSM9sgcO5wFqw==&ch=d4SGG_ti112loU72DtH649QUGP2YL8T19ei3HxbbRqPL6Xm1DI_K1A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pjeuSBcseiZ-HSdQqCappCUy9fIY3fZBFAaot78fsT1fNxFedk079WqMB8-fWZjfudNj4Fh9TsUCg-3RibfKvE-BeJw_SySuBjDk5BkrnI_0smgwKDPgYSqJK9PJnn4-cKr1G2n2xfHHFY9ru2ceZTJgA-FJnojZ9dWUFIqQEM4J1w5UJj_kpA==&c=Pn-nVUgcxzWHEkRTnyQt-h-SUnBCuMYMEsQ90gb-rGSM9sgcO5wFqw==&ch=d4SGG_ti112loU72DtH649QUGP2YL8T19ei3HxbbRqPL6Xm1DI_K1A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pjeuSBcseiZ-HSdQqCappCUy9fIY3fZBFAaot78fsT1fNxFedk079WqMB8-fWZjfudNj4Fh9TsUCg-3RibfKvE-BeJw_SySuBjDk5BkrnI_0smgwKDPgYSqJK9PJnn4-cKr1G2n2xfHHFY9ru2ceZTJgA-FJnojZ9dWUFIqQEM4J1w5UJj_kpA==&c=Pn-nVUgcxzWHEkRTnyQt-h-SUnBCuMYMEsQ90gb-rGSM9sgcO5wFqw==&ch=d4SGG_ti112loU72DtH649QUGP2YL8T19ei3HxbbRqPL6Xm1DI_K1A==


Tree selection and placement taught by experienced
arborists with local expertise
Canopy’s expert tree planting methods for establishment
and survival in the urban landscape
Locally relevant tree care and pruning techniques that
promote longevity and good structure
Advocating for tree-friendly policies, resources, and master
plans that support a thriving urban forest

Find the detailed course schedule and more information at
canopy.org/community-forestry-school.

Certification Requirements:

Attend at least 8 out of 9 classes on Wednesdays
Participate in all 3 of the outdoor field experiences offered
during the course
Volunteer at least 15 hours with Canopy by the end of 2023
Maintain certification by volunteering at least 15 hours per
year with Canopy or other community forestry groups

LEARN MORE

Canopy's mission is to grow the urban forest in Midpeninsula
communities for the benefit of all. Our vision is a day when every
resident of the Midpeninsula can step outside to walk, play, and
thrive under the shade of healthy trees.

       

Canopy | 3921 East Bayshore Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: mwilliams
To: ParkRec Commission; Council, City; Howard, Adam; Anne Cribbs; Anderson, Daren
Subject: Stevenson House Neighbor Event, Thursday August 25, 3:30 to 5 pm
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 3:04:31 PM

You don't often get email from moniwilliams@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

You are invited!
The Palo Alto Pickleball Club, with Jocelyn Tseng and the Picnic Tables Committee, will be hosting our neighbors,
the residents and staff from Stevenson House.  Some of you may know that Stevenson House is an affordable
independent living senior residence, and their property abuts Mitchell Park near the pickleball courts. You can learn
more about Stevenson House here: https://stevensonhouse.org/

This event will feature an exhibition pickleball game, mini lessons, and refreshments and cake at the Picnic Tables
and on Courts P3 - P6
Please join us if you are available to meet and mingle with our guests and enjoy the refreshments.

Monica Williams
USAPA Ambassador
Palo Alto Pickleball Club 
President
(650)772-9493 cell
(650)254-1041 home

mailto:moniwilliams@yahoo.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Adam.Howard@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:acribbs@basoc.org
mailto:Daren.Anderson@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Alex Woo
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Dog Parks
Date: Monday, August 22, 2022 10:38:33 AM

You don't often get email from wooalex@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners;

I would like you to reconsider the expansion of the Mitchell Park Dog Park and instead fund
one in North Palo Alto.   Rather than concentrate the Dog Walkers and Owners in one park,
they should be geographically dispersed so people can walk their dogs to the dog park.

Another downside of adding more dogs to Mitchell Park is that some dog owners  and walkers
take their leased and unleashed dogs to the JLS Middle School playing fields next to the Dog
Park to do their business.   No amount of signage is going to change this and adding more dog
visits will just increase the problem.

Sincerely,

Alex Woo

mailto:wooalex@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: Team Sierra <reply@emails.sierraclub.org>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 6:03 AM
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Registration is open for 2022 City Hike

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 

attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Supporter, 

City Hike is a nationwide hike aimed to get people outdoors and raise money to protect 

the planet. Join where you are, or at flagship events in Los Angeles or Boston. 

The goal: Go on a hike between September 23 – October 10 — either do your 

favorite hike with friends or log as many miles as you can during the challenge period. 

Turn your passion into action. Your $35 ticket comes with a Sierra Club 

membership. Upgrade to a $50 ticket and we'll give you a City Hike T-shirt! 
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GET YOUR TICKET  

  

Take your participation one step further, put your passion into action, and get a 

City Hike fundraising page. The dollars you raise from your family and friends can 

make a big impact to fund local and national environmental initiatives. Help Sierra Club 

work toward a future with a better, cleaner planet and a more just world. Plus, you can 

earn some great rewards! 

 

 

Get engaged in your community and protect your planet. Take on a new challenge. 

Discover your city in a new way. 
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REGISTER TODAY  

  

*Supplies are limited, so don’t wait to sign up! 

This email was sent to: 

parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org  

This email was sent by the Sierra Club 

2101 Webster St., Suite 1300, Oakland, CA 94612  

 

Unsubscribe | Manage Preferences | View as Web Page | Tell a Friend 
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From: Barbara Best <barbarabest@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 3:07 PM
To: Anderson, Daren; ParkRec Commission
Subject: Seeking information on process to creat a park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links.

Hello, my name is Barbara Best and I am on the Board of the San Alma Homeowners Association, which is the HOA for 
townhomes/condos at Ponce Drive plus a portion of Hemlock Court in Palo Alto. As a member of the Board, I’ve been 
asked to make this request on behalf of many of the owners and residents of our neighborhood. 

Parcel 147‐09‐051, which is adjacent to our neighborhood on the other side of San Antonio Avenue (not San Antonio 
Road) has had many problems in recent years. In late 2019, a number of our residents attended a city council meeting to 
ask for assistance with ridding the area of RV parking and the City approved signs to be installed. In the past few years 
the Palo Alto police have responded to notifications of encampments, dumped furniture, abandoned cars, improper 
mobile business operations, and a tree fire, all in this area. 

The residents believe the problem might be caused due to the area looking shabby and abandoned. The residents would 
like to ask the city to explore ways to improve the visual and safety aspects of the area, which would benefit the 
neighborhood but also benefit the City of Palo Alto which will see increased traffic along this route once the San Antonio 
condo developments are completed (route for cars going to Central/Alma and pedestrians going to and from the 
Caltrain station). 

The residents would like to find out if it is possible to turn this area into a small park. The parcel itself is a little over 0.6 
acres, and is probably larger once the areas outside of the parcel are included. There are several parks within Palo Alto 
today that are of similar size, such as Cogswell, El Palo Alto, Monroe, Sarah Wallace, Weisschaar, and Werry Parks. A 
long‐time Palo Alto firefighter named Dick Thompson used to live in our neighborhood and it would be great to name it 
Thompson Park. :‐) 

Can you let me know what the process would be for our residents to formally request the City consider establishing a 
park in that area? 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Regards, 

Barbara Best 
4283 Ponce Drive 
Palo Alto, CA 
(650) 704‐2160

Some people who received this message don't often get email from barbarabest@gmail.com. Learn why this is important 


	Forwarding a letter from a dog owner_stakeholder.pdf
	E-mails to the PRC 08.08.22 - 08.14.22.pdf
	JMZ Science Outreach Program Spotlight.pdf
	IMPORTANT_ Use of Terman Park for Fletcher Middle School Lunch break.pdf
	Use of Palo Alto Pickleball facilities by non residents.pdf
	Take Action for Trees! Enroll in Community Forestry School.pdf

	E-Mails to the PRC 08.15.22 - 08.21.22.pdf
	Stevenson House Neighbor Event, Thursday August 25, 3_30 to 5 pm.pdf
	Dog Parks.pdf

	E-mails to the PRC 08.22.22 - 08.28.22.pdf
	Sierra Club City Hike
	Barbara Best - Create a Park




