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TO: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

FROM: DAREN ANDERSON       DEPARTMENT: COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DATE: JULY 28, 2022 

SUBJECT: NEW SKATE PARK 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC) discuss and provide feedback 
on the proposed location of a new skate park (Attachment A). 

BACKGROUND 
The skate bowl at Greer Park was constructed in 1990 and opened to the public in January 1991. 
The skate facility is a three-bowl complex consisting of three concrete bowls interconnected by 
adjoining hips. The bowls are four, six and eight feet deep, with an island in the center bowl. The 
existing skate bowl and the surrounding paved area is 6,032 sq. ft.  

While the existing skate bowl remains popular and beloved by many in the skateboarding 
community, the sport of skateboarding has grown and evolved in ways that require new styles of 
skate parks. Almost 2,000 people have signed a petition asking for a new skate park with a good 
mix of street and transition features that would support skaters at all levels. 

DISCUSSION 
On April 12, 2021, City Council voted to refer a proposal (City Council Colleagues' memo) for a 
new skate park to the PRC to evaluate the need for a skate park, identify a suitable location, and 
prioritize a skate park facility within the Parks, Trails, Natural Open Space and Recreation 
Master Plan.  

On April 27, 2021, the PRC formed a skate park Ad Hoc Committee. Staff, the Ad Hoc 
Committee, and a stakeholder group met numerous times over the last year to work on the three 
tasks that City Council referred to the PRC. 

Evaluate the Need for a Skate Park  
The Ad Hoc Committee, staff, and the skateboarding community agree that an additional, 
updated, and inclusive skate park would be valuable to the community of Palo Alto, for both 
children and adults, by providing a local option for healthy and fun outdoor activities to the large 
community of action sport participants within Palo Alto. 

The only skate park in Palo Alto is the existing skate bowl at Greer Park. While it remains 
popular with many skaters, the sport of skateboarding has grown and evolved in ways that 
require new styles of skate parks. A group of local skateboarders began advocating for a new 
skate park in early 2021. Almost 2,000 people have signed a petition asking for a new skate park 
with a good mix of street and transition features that would support skaters at all levels. Many 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/agendas-minutes-reports/reports/city-manager-reports-cmrs/year-archive/2021/id-12105.pdf
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other cities on the Peninsula, around the country, and elsewhere in the world, have already 
created new skate parks to provide safe and supportive environments for their community. 

The lack of proper facilities for these activities leads to many people pursuing their activity in 
other cities, which requires non-environmentally friendly transportation. Alternatively, many 
people skate in the streets, sometimes trespassing onto private property, or in an unsafe 
environment that could harm the participant, property, or bystanders. Skateboarding made its 
Olympic debut at the 2020 Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo and interest and participation is 
likely to increase. 

Identify a Suitable Location 
The Ad Hoc Committee, staff, and a stakeholder group of skaters analyzed Palo Alto’s parks and 
City owned land to find a suitable location for a new skate park. Some of the key features that 
were desired include: 

• At least 12,000 to 15,000 sq. ft. of available space
• A location that minimizes impact to neighbors
• Available restroom access
• Adequate parking
• Safe biking access
• Avoid displacing other park uses and target under-utilized park areas

The area adjacent to the Greer Park skate bowl (Attachment A) was identified as the preferred 
location. Greer Park has many of the desired features. There is available space adjacent to the 
existing skate bowl that doesn’t impact other park uses. The available space for a new skate park 
area is 22,430 sq. ft. (this does not include the existing bowl). Greer Park has a restroom and a 
parking lot. 

On June 15, 2022, staff held a virtual community meeting to collect feedback on the concept of 
building a new skate park adjacent to the existing skate park at Greer Park. Twenty-one people 
participated in the meeting. There was broad support for the proposed location. There were 
numerous comments commending the process so far and for working closely with the 
skateboarding community to find the right location. The participants also encouraged staff to 
continue to work closely with the skateboarding community. 

There were several comments of appreciation for preserving the existing skate bowl. There was a 
question about the funding plan for the project and whether the City will contribute to the cost of 
the project. Staff explained that the current idea is that it would be community funded. There 
were comments from several skate park advocates who mentioned that skate parks don’t have a 
standard size, and that the proposed space for a new skate park at Greer seems more than 
adequate.  

Prioritize a Skate Park Facility within the Parks, Trails, Natural Open Space and Recreation 
Master Plan 
The Ad Hoc Committee acknowledges that there are numerous important projects and programs 
within the Parks, Trails, Natural Open Space and Recreation Master Plan (Parks Master Plan), 
and they require staff resources and funding to achieve. Given the high level of community 
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interest in having a new skate park, the growth of skateboarding, and the benefits to the 
wellbeing of youth, the Ad Hoc Committee believes a new skate park is one of the highest 
priorities of the projects identified in the Parks Master Plan.  

The Ad Hoc Committee noted that the funding for the new skate park is proposed to come from 
community fundraising, which means that a new skate park would not compete with other City 
projects for City general funds. However, designing and constructing a new skate park will 
require staff resources.  

The Ad Hoc Committee coordinated with the Friends of Palo Alto Parks to discuss fundraising 
for a future skate park. The Friends of Palo Alto Parks (https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/have) 
have agreed to serve as the fundraising organization. The Friends of Palo Alto Parks have 
experience with collecting donations for other large projects that were coordinated with the City 
(Magical Bridge Playground, Lytton Plaza, Heritage Park Playground, 
https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/achievements). Fundraising can begin once City Council 
provides approval to move forward with the project. 

NEXT STEPS AND TIMELINE 
• August 2022 --Parks and Recreation Commission recommendation to Council on a New

Skate Park
• October 2022 –City Council Review
• October 2022 –Begin fundraising, if City Council approves of the project

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A:  

https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/have
https://www.friendsofpaparks.org/achievements
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