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Friends Raises $300,000 for California Dinosaur Garden
July 5, 2022

Hello Friends,

I am delighted to share that thanks to the generous support of our donor community and
our board, we have reached our fundraising goal of $300,000 for the California Dinosaur
Garden, a new exhibit scheduled to open in June 2023. Funds raised through this latest
capital campaign will supplement a grant awarded to the JMZ by the Institute of Museum
and Library Services to make this incredible exhibit a reality. You can read more about the
California Dinosaur Garden in our June 7, 2022 newsletter. Thank you again to everyone
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that contributed! 

In this newsletter, we profile a wonderful JMZ program, Science with a Twist, which
provides after-school science lessons to elementary-school children. Thanks to a
generous sponsorship by the Palo Alto Rotary Club, the after-school program was offered
for free to 1st and 2nd grade students at the Boys & Girls Club of the Peninsula (BGCP) in
East Palo Alto. Given the success of the Science with a Twist “pilot” with BCGP, the
Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo is committed to continuing the program in
East Palo Alto. Interested sponsors can learn more on our Corporate Sponsorship
page. 

Finally, the Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo now has dedicated social
channels to help you stay up to date on our news and events! Please follow us on
Instagram at @friendsjmz and via our page on Facebook. 

Warmly,

Lauren Angelo
President, Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 

Program Spotlight: Science with a Twist at the Boys and Girls Club of the
Peninsula

Interview with Alex Hamilton, JMZ Director of Education
 
Tell us about Science with a Twist.
 
Science with a Twist is an after-school program that provides children with opportunities to
explore science in a more relaxed and fun environment than in-class school lessons
(which have specific learning goals tied to California State Content Standards). It was
launched about 15 years ago to provide Palo Alto school children with educational and fun
science learning opportunities after school and to provide parents with childcare options.
The program is best suited for students in the 1st – 3rd grades, which makes up the
majority of our students most of the year. At the program sponsored for the Boys and Girls
Club of the Peninsula this winter and spring, we worked with students in 1st and 2nd
grades.

Why did you team up with the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula on this
program?

We have brought after-school programming to the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula
(BGCP) several different times over the past 12 years. When one of our Friends’ Board
Members, who also has close ties to the organization, presented the opportunity to bring
science to BGCP students again, it was an easy “yes!” Another Friends’ Board Member
connected us with the Rotary Club of Palo Alto, which generously sponsored Science with
a Twist as a pilot program for BGCP students. Providing science learning to BGCP
students is integral to our mission of engaging a child’s curiosity in science and nature,
and staff and students at BGCP have always been wonderful to work with.
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JMZ Director of Education, Alex Hamilton, showcases a scorpion to a group of BCGP
learners.

What do children learn through the program?

Children learn about a wide range of topics, such as Locomotion, Illusions & Special
Effects and the Science of Toys in year one; Amusement Park Physics, Electricity &
Magnetism and Wonders of the Human in year two; and Amazing Architects, Geology and
Dinosaurs and Energy Explorations in year three. These are just a few examples of topics;
it is a very robust program! 
 
Some lessons touch on concepts children may have been exposed to in school, but this
program gives them the freedom to dive in a little deeper to certain aspects of a topic that
particularly interest them. For example, during our Castles and Catapults program in year
two, we sometimes have kids who want to get lost in the physics of building the best
catapult and testing its launching power, so we let them take an extra day to perfect and
test their structure. Others—the kids who are obsessed with castles, castle lore, knights
and kings, and stories of the Round Table—want to create the best mini castle and
include all of the necessary rooms and components. So, we let them spend an extra day
perfecting their medieval structures. Kids get to move at their own pace (within reason),
and it’s a great mechanism for keeping all students engaged with low levels of frustration.
 
This Spring, we planned to provide BGCP students with Illusions & Special Effects, the
Science of Toys and Slime, Ooze and Mysterious Concoctions, but we soon realized that
the kids really wanted animal programs. We pivoted to start with four lessons learning
about our vertebrate and invertebrate Zoo residents, and added an additional two lessons
that involved the students making enrichment toys for the animals. They really enjoyed
that.

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo
info@friendsjmz.org | www.friendsjmz.org
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From: Gary Wetzel
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Creek near the Magic Bridge, Mitchell Park
Date: Thursday, July 7, 2022 1:55:52 PM

[You don't often get email from garywetzel@aol.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

To the Commission,

My wife and I take regular walks in Mitchell Park and enjoy it very much. We feel the park is in good shape, well
maintained and a credit to the City.

There is one area near the Magic Bridge that needs some attention, although it is not probably the maintenance
responsibility of the City. The area is the paved creek, which is probably owned and maintained by the SC Water
District.

The creek is filling up with stagnant green pond scum. It will soon be attracting mosquitoes, etc. Very small children
also continuously occupy the Magic Bridge area and are subjected to the pond pollution, as well as potential contact
with vermin.

We feel that a request from the Commission to the SCVWD to clean up the creek would probably carry more weight
than a request from an individual resident.

JoAnne  Wetzel
Gary Wetzel, IBRC Commissioner
787 Stone Lane
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From: Deborah Goldeen
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Expanding Mitchell Park Dog Park
Date: Saturday, July 9, 2022 3:40:25 PM

[You don't often get email from deborah.goldeen@sonic.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

The Mitchell Park Dog Park expansion sounds amazing! I just read about it in the Weekly. And it sounds like you
all are actually doing it right. That almost never happens. Thank you

Deb Goldeen, 2130 Birch St., 94306, (650)799-3652 - sixty year Palo Alto resident and dog owner
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From: Elizabeth Beheler
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Attn Commissioner Amanda Brown
Date: Saturday, July 9, 2022 7:26:36 PM

You don't often get email from elizabeth.beheler@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

I am the adult advisor for Palo Alto Girl Scout Troop 60033. Three of our girls are doing their Silver Award project
around the new Mitchell Park Dog Park. We have been in contact with Peter Jensen and attended a zoom meeting
back in May about the wonderful improvements. We initially expressed interest in helping with improvements and
someone from the dog owner/park user community suggested we consider a shade structure and/or dog slide. 

We are currently working on a fundraiser to raise money for the project but we’d very much like to speak with
someone in the dog park user group (although I can’t remember any of the names from the zoom meeting and
can’t seem to locate a recording of the meeting to hunt them down myself). 

Contacting you hoping you have a connection and contact information for someone we could meet with so we
have a better idea of what might be useful.

We would be grateful for any guidance or direction you can offer in the dog owner/dog park user department.

Many thanks for you time,
Elizabeth Beheler 
on behalf of Mia, Elizabeth, and Neve from Troop 60033
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From: Shannon Mason
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Fw: By Laws Review
Date: Saturday, July 16, 2022 11:49:04 AM

You don't often get email from smason37@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioners,

I believe I was improperly suspended by the Palo Alto Tennis Club board. Is there any oversight
or appeal I can peruse within the Parks Commsisson? 

Thank you,
,
Shannon Wolfe
847-420-6898

From: Shannon Mason <smason37@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 9:56 PM
To: Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com <Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com>
Subject: Re: By Laws Review
 

Patc Board,

The reasons for my suspension: 

"your unsportsmanlike conduct toward a drop-in
manager"

"pulling your husband out of an already scheduled
round in progress, is against the rules of conduct
outlined by PATC and USTA."

" The email that you sent to Henry and the board
was not sufficient as an apology."
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These are invalid reasons to suspend a player from a community non-for-profit organization. I
never swore, raised my voice, or insulted anyone. I expressed displeasure that the women
members were not given deference on Mother's Day. Moreover, I am not in charge of my
husband's choices. Finally, the board failure to provide me a meeting, interview those present,
or allow me to bring members to attest to my good sportsmanship violate section iv of the
bylaws. The action of this board is arbitrary and discriminatory in nature. 

Thank You,
Shannon Wolfe

From: Shannon Mason <smason37@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2022 10:40 PM
To: Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com <Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com>
Subject: Re: By Laws Review
 
PATC Board,

Still waiting on response to my requests below:

To reiterate - I would like to know which rule I violated that led to my suspension. Also, when
will the requested meeting will be held?

Hope to hear from you soon,
Shannon

From: Shannon Mason <smason37@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 8:31 PM
To: Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com <Boardmembers@paloaltotennis.com>
Subject: By Laws Review
 
PATC Board,
I was informed today via a forwarded text that I have been banned for 3 months from the PATC. 

First, I would like to know what violation occurred per the bylaws published on the website (excerpt
below).  

Section IV - A member may be expelled from the Club for committing a discriminatory act or any
offense contrary to the USTA rules of conduct. If requested by the member involved, a Board of
Directors meeting will be called for the purpose of further review, and this member can only be
expelled by a 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors. For this special meeting, the member involved may
invite other members to be present and address the Board. 

Second,  seems the bylaws call for a further review.  I officially request that now.

Finally, any board meeting is open to members per the bylaws - so I expect to be present. 



notably, any member can attend - so please let me know the time and place.

Section III - Board meetings shall be held at the call of the President or at the request of three (3)
members of the Board. All Board meetings are open to the General Membership

I am disappointed and disturbed that all this is necessary, however seems that the rules are in place to
protect players. Please be advised that I intend on continuing to attend drop in until the full process is
completed. 

Thank you,
Shannon Wolfe

Sent from my iPhone



From: Jay Gluckman
To: ParkRec Commission
Subject: Email to Commissioner Joy Oche
Date: Saturday, July 16, 2022 2:22:00 PM

You don't often get email from jay@innovation4youth.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Commissioner Oche, 

My name is Jay Gluckman and I am an educator, an advocate for diversity and inclusion, a
disability advocate and a Palo Alto resident.  

I wanted to reach out to see if you would be interested in meeting with me sometime to help
me think about how I can help implement more programs in Palo Alto to have an impact for
underrepresented youth and youth with alternate abilities. 

In the past I have helped the City of Palo Alto with STEAM programs at Magical Bridge
Playground and I am leading a STEM camp in partnership with the City of Palo Alto this
coming week. 

My online art portfolio will give you a sense of some of the types of projects that I have taken
on in the past that fuse art with STEM and outreach. 

As a side note, I should mention that I had the pleasure of being a camp assistant for the
writing camp that your sons were in and I would also be interested to discuss possible
programs that they might enjoy participating in in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Jay

----------
Jay Gluckman
Innovation - Youth - Enrichment
mobile 650-793-5009
jay@innovation4youth.com
LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram 
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From: John Guislin
To: ParkRec Commission; Council, City
Subject: Let"s prioritize equitable distribution of City Dog Parks
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 8:09:39 PM
Attachments: Palo Alto Dog Parks.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Commissioners, Council Members:

I am a member of the dog-owner community and a strong supporter of dog parks
in Palo Alto. I am encouraged that the City is considering investing funds in our
Dog Parks. However, the current proposal to spend $150k to improve/enhance
one existing park - Mitchell Park - should not be our top priority and is far from
the overriding intent of the city's Parks Master Plan wherein Policy 2D
recommends..."The addition of dedicated, fenced dog parks distributed
throughout the city." Today our dog parks are far from equitably distributed and
correcting this deficit should be where we invest our efforts (see attached map).

I live near downtown in the northern part of Palo Alto and we have no dog parks
that we can easily walk to. The nearest is Greer Park and that is more than 2 miles
from my neighborhood. Many dogs, including mine, cannot walk the 4 miles
round trip to access the park . In theory, I could drive my dog there, but that is
counter the the purpose of  "walking the dog" and creates more automobile
pollution and congestion.

In North Palo Alto we have the potential for a low cost solution along Palo Alto
Avenue. There are several "pocket parks" on P.A. Ave. - part of the Timothy
Hopkins Creekside Park - that could readily and inexpensively
accommodate dog parks (see attached map). These pocket parks are already
fenced along more than half their perimeter and it is plausible that a
new Dog Park could be completed at lower cost than the $150K "enhancement"
for the existing Mitchell Park Dog Park. I have brought this possibility for new
Dog Parks to the attention of the PRC in the past but no action has been taken. I
call on the PRC Commissioners to prioritize investigating these pocket parks as a
way to create at least one Dog Park in North Palo Alto.

I am fully in support of ensuring we have functional and pleasant dog parks. But
let's first ensure that more residents are able to access a dog park near their homes
and that dog parks are distributed fairly across Palo Alto.

Sincerely,
John Guislin

Attachment: Maps of Palo Alto showing the concentration of existing dog parks
in midtown and southern Palo Alto and the Pocket Parks along Palo alto Avenue.
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Palo Alto's existing 4 dog parks are concentrated in the middle and southern sections of the city; none is north of 
Embarcadero and none is conveniently accessible to the majority of the densely populated neighborhoods of Downtown 
North, Crescent Park, Community Center, Professorville or Duveneck / St. Francis.   







 
 
 


Two Pocket Parks along Palo Alto Ave. These parks are already fenced where they border San Francisquito Creek and 
there is low traffic volume on Palo Alto Ave. 
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