
From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Joe Simitian; Winter Dellenbach; Council, City; Sajid Khan;

Sean Allen; Greer Stone; Jay Boyarsky; Shikada, Ed; chuck jagoda; Jeff Rosen; citycouncil@mountainview.gov;
city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council

Subject: City goes rogue to deal with fentanyl overdoses
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 2:50:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-06-04/san-francisco-fights-drug-overdoses-tenderloin-fentanyl?
_amp=true

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Jethroe Moore; Winter Dellenbach; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Sajid Khan
Subject: Who on the HRC has been on a similar propaganda trip to Israel or several such propaganda trips to the war criminal state of Israel? Not hard for me to guess : Protest Berkeley Mayor"s

Propaganda Junket to Israel!
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 10:36:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
Date: May 24, 2022 at 5:39:13 PM PDT
To: Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org, Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>, Sajid Khan
<sajid@votesajid.com>, Winter Dellenbach <wintergery@earthlink.net>, Jeff Rosen <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>, Jeff Moore
<moorej@esuhsd.org>, chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>, City Council <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>,
city.council@menlopark.org, citycouncil@mountainview.gov, supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org, Joe Simitian
<joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>, melissa caswell <mbcaswell@yahoo.com>, gmah@sccoe.org, Jay Boyarsky
<jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>, Andrew Binder <andrew.binder@cityofpaloalto.org>, Ed Shikada <ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>
Subject: Protest Berkeley Mayor's Propaganda Junket to Israel!
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Dear Friends,

Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin is just now returning from a propaganda junket to Israel.
Jesse's trip came three days after the Israeli assassination of Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh,
and coincided with the eviction of 1000 families from the West Bank, the approval of 4000 more illegal housing units in the
West Bank, and the 74th anniversary of the Nakba.

Meanwhile, Berkeley's Mayor and other politicians were seen in Instagram photos and videos wining, dining, and
dancing in the streets of Israeli cities from which Palestinians have been displaced or live as second class
citizens. 

Please let Mayor Arreguin know that you can't be progressive except for Palestine!!!!
Here are 3 actions concerned people can take right now:

1.  Sign and circulate the petition:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXRvScE6PRABVCiXQ8DbRxa2w_0y_R2uus2gS6pGGuZkRbhA/viewform?
vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

Send this link to three of your neighbors, friends or family who live in Berkeley.  If you belong to a community or
neighborhood group based in Berkeley, please share the petition with them; explain why you think it is  important!

Use the following Social Media Toolkit to post the petition & graphics on your Social Media (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram): 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cYZqH1Bthz-QRten8kODHiEnFnGTssdQrN6Y5qunx-Q/edit
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2.  Send a personal email to Mayor Arreguin and cc The City Council

If you have time, emails are a very effective way to communicate your outrage at the Mayor going on this trip.  It doesn’t
have to be a long email. You can pull talking points from the petition statement.

Send the email to:   mayor@cityofberkeley.info  and copy it to:  council@cityofberkeley.info

3.  Attend Tuesday's Berkeley City Council Meeting (24 May)

Join together with other outraged residents of Berkeley at the upcoming Berkeley City Council Meeting to demand that
Jesse denounce Israel's murder
of Palestinian American Journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh and apologize to Palestinian residents for his disregard for their
rights and dignity.
 
* Tuesday, May 24 @ Berkeley Unified School District: 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley *

5:30pm: Press Conference at 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley

6pm: City Council meeting - come early to add your name to public comment list
 

OR JOIN VIRTUALLY   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84636500260

 

Jewish Voice for Peace is a national membership organization inspired by Jewish tradition to work for the freedom, equality, and
dignity of all the people of Israel and Palestine.  Become a JVP member today.
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Jewish Voice for Peace Bay Area

P.O. Box 589,  Berkeley CA 94701 USA
ph: 510-859-3706
bayarea@jvp.org

DONATE HERE
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From: Aram James
To: Raj; Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Jay

Boyarsky; Greer Stone; chuck jagoda; Binder, Andrew; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Shikada, Ed; Council, City
Subject: Zisser: Can a public defender be district attorney? - San José Spotlight
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 10:12:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://sanjosespotlight.com/zisser-can-a-public-defender-be-district-attorney/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://sanjosespotlight.com/zisser-can-a-public-defender-be-district-attorney/


From: Aram James
To: Roberta Ahlquist; Bains, Paul; ladoris cordell; darylsavage@gmail.com; Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed
Cc: Perron, Zachary; Jonsen, Robert; Sean Allen; Greer Stone; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Raging Grannies of the

Peninsula; Vara Ramakrishnan; Portillo, Rumi; Council, City; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Moore;
mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; Sandy Perry-HCA; melissa caswell; gmah@sccoe.org; chuck
jagoda; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Debbie Mytels; WILPF
Peninsula Palo Alto; Palo Alto Renters" Association; Joyce Beattie; Marie-Louise Starling-Bell; Carol Lamont

Subject: Re: Qualities I want in our next police chief -obligation for officers to intervene -and severe discipline for those
who fail to do so

Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 9:15:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Mr. Shikada tear down this wall of secrecy
 
6/4/22
 
Dear Editor
 
The citizens of Palo Alto must keep pushing our notoriously non-transparent and
habitually obfuscating city manager Ed Shikada and demand an open forum where at
least the three finalists for our next police chief are subject to a very powerful
public vetting.
 
Our current chief was interviewed by a group of allegedly blue-ribbon citizens, they
know who they are, and guess who was selected: one of the very worse police chiefs in
Palo Alto’s long history of extraordinarily bad and often far-right-wing
leadership.
 
Ed Shikada is proposing a similar group of “blue ribbon citizens” conduct the interview
process- yet again behind closed doors.
 
We can’t afford more of the same. Mr. Shikada open up the police chief hiring process to
public view and do it now!!
 
Two years after the police execution of George Floyd and Mr. Shikada you still haven’t
received the memo.
 
 The public doesn’t trust their police and demands transparency in all matters related to
police practices, including hiring our next chief.
 
It’s time the city council fired Ed Shikada!!!

aram

On Jun 3, 2022, at 5:36 PM, Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>
wrote:
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Dear Representatives:

We are very supportive of an open forum to decide who should be selected as the
new police chief of Palo Alto.  We need ti know who is 
being considered and who is in the running. 
Please provide the needed transparency so that the residents of our city will
know who is being considered and who is in the lead. Our community deserves to
be so informed.

Sincerely,

Roberta Ahlquist & Walter Bliss

On Sun, Apr 24, 2022 at 12:13 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

> 
> April 24, 2022
> 
> From: Aram James long time attorney (statebar # 80215), long time Palo
> Alto resident ….and long time community activist 
> 
> To: City Manager Ed Shikada 
> 
> Re: Obligation for officers to intervene and severe discipline, firing or
prosecution for officers who fail to intervene when supervisors or fellow
officers engage in acts of racially discriminatory policing, acts of police
brutality and other acts of misconduct.
> 
> The Palo Alto Police Department is plagued with recent cases where an
officer-has brutally attacked an innocent community member while other
officers have stood by and chief Robert Jonsen has failed to discipline the
officers who at the scene failed to take steps to intervene: Robert Jonson has
engaged in such a pattern of  malfeasance on the job that  city manager Ed
Shikada should long ago have fired Robert Jonsen as our chief.
> 
> 1. The Wayne “The Fuse” Benitez case is one example. Benitez brutality beat
Gustavo Alvarez at the Buena Vista Mobile Park in Barron Park and then lied 
by failing to mention the beat down in his police report.
> 
> 2. Three or four other members of the PAPD stood by at the scene and never
mentioned the vicious beat down in their police reports or attempted to
intervene while Benitez conducted his beat down. 
> 
> 3. Of course our heroic police chief Robert Johnson never took any
disciplinary action against the stand by and do nothing officers.
> 

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com


> 4. In addition our city manager did nothing to disciple chief Robert Jonsen
despite the fact that city manager Ed Shikada is his boss.
> 
> 4.  Both Shikada and Jonsen are arguably complicit in failing to punish the
officers who failed to intervene. 
> 
> 5. Agent Nicholas Enberg released a vicious weaponized canine on an
innocent sleeping man, Joel Alejo, ordering the dog to bite Mr. Joel Alejo
multiple times without basis to do so. 
> 
> 6. Other officers were present while this torture by weaponized canine was
allowed to occur and the other officers failed to take action to pull both the
canine and Enberg off Mr. Joel Alejo. 
> 
> 7. Both Enberg and the other officer or officers at the scene were never
disciplined by chief Robert Jonsen. And again city manager Ed Shikada took no
action to discipline or fire the chief for his dereliction of duty.
> 
> 8. All candidates for the next chief position must be asked if they are will to
implement an absolutely duty to intervene when the officers under the chief’s
command see supervisor or fellow officers engaged in acts of misconduct. 
> 
> 9. In addition each candidate must be asked about there willingness to enforce
swift discipline on the offending officers including firing them from their jobs
and referring their cases to the district attorney for prosecution. 
> 
> Sincerely.
> 
> Aram” Best Police Practices Advocate “ James 



From: Aram James
To: Raj; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Sean Allen; Sajid Khan; Dr t; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach;

Joe Simitian; chuck jagoda; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky;
Greer Stone; Binder, Andrew; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Shikada, Ed

Subject: Boudin recall and its political implications for criminal justice reform
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 8:27:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-06-04/boudin-recall?_amp=true

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Sajid Khan; chuck jagoda; Sean

Allen; Jonsen, Robert; Jay Boyarsky; Council, City; Greer Stone; Binder, Andrew; melissa caswell;
gmah@sccoe.org; Shikada, Ed; Braden Cartwright; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Cindy Chavez; EPA
Today; Joe Simitian; mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org; Bill Johnson; Enberg, Nicholas; Alison Cormack; Roberta
Ahlquist

Subject: Sean Allen, candidate for Santa Clara County Sheriff Interview with Arthi Abhyanker
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 9:38:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.bwcproject.com/post/sean-allen-candidate-for-santa-clara-county-sheriff-interview-with-arthi-
abhyanker

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Perron, Zachary; Jonsen, Robert; Sean Allen; Greer Stone; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com;

peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Vara Ramakrishnan; Portillo, Rumi; Council, City; ladoris cordell; Jay
Boyarsky; Jeff Moore; mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; Sandy Perry-HCA; melissa caswell;
gmah@sccoe.org; chuck jagoda; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Shikada, Ed; Rebecca
Eisenberg; Debbie Mytels; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Palo Alto Renters" Association; Joyce Beattie; Marie-Louise
Starling-Bell; Carol Lamont

Subject: Re: Qualities I want in our next police chief -obligation for officers to intervene -and severe discipline for those
who fail to do so

Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 5:36:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Representatives:

We are very supportive of an open forum to decide who should be selected as the new police
chief of Palo Alto.  We need ti know who is 
being considered and who is in the running. 
Please provide the needed transparency so that the residents of our city will
know who is being considered and who is in the lead. Our community deserves to be so
informed.

Sincerely,

Roberta Ahlquist & Walter Bliss

On Sun, Apr 24, 2022 at 12:13 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

> 
> April 24, 2022
> 
> From: Aram James long time attorney (statebar # 80215), long time Palo
> Alto resident ….and long time community activist 
> 
> To: City Manager Ed Shikada 
> 
> Re: Obligation for officers to intervene and severe discipline, firing or prosecution for
officers who fail to intervene when supervisors or fellow officers engage in acts of racially
discriminatory policing, acts of police brutality and other acts of misconduct.
> 
> The Palo Alto Police Department is plagued with recent cases where an officer-has
brutally attacked an innocent community member while other officers have stood by and
chief Robert Jonsen has failed to discipline the officers who at the scene failed to take steps
to intervene: Robert Jonson has engaged in such a pattern of  malfeasance on the job that 
city manager Ed Shikada should long ago have fired Robert Jonsen as our chief.
> 
> 1. The Wayne “The Fuse” Benitez case is one example. Benitez brutality beat Gustavo
Alvarez at the Buena Vista Mobile Park in Barron Park and then lied  by failing to mention
the beat down in his police report.
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> 
> 2. Three or four other members of the PAPD stood by at the scene and never mentioned
the vicious beat down in their police reports or attempted to intervene while Benitez
conducted his beat down. 
> 
> 3. Of course our heroic police chief Robert Johnson never took any disciplinary action
against the stand by and do nothing officers.
> 
> 4. In addition our city manager did nothing to disciple chief Robert Jonsen despite the fact
that city manager Ed Shikada is his boss.
> 
> 4.  Both Shikada and Jonsen are arguably complicit in failing to punish the officers who
failed to intervene. 
> 
> 5. Agent Nicholas Enberg released a vicious weaponized canine on an innocent sleeping
man, Joel Alejo, ordering the dog to bite Mr. Joel Alejo multiple times without basis to do
so. 
> 
> 6. Other officers were present while this torture by weaponized canine was allowed to
occur and the other officers failed to take action to pull both the canine and Enberg off Mr.
Joel Alejo. 
> 
> 7. Both Enberg and the other officer or officers at the scene were never disciplined by
chief Robert Jonsen. And again city manager Ed Shikada took no action to discipline or fire
the chief for his dereliction of duty.
> 
> 8. All candidates for the next chief position must be asked if they are will to implement an
absolutely duty to intervene when the officers under the chief’s command see supervisor or
fellow officers engaged in acts of misconduct. 
> 
> 9. In addition each candidate must be asked about there willingness to enforce swift
discipline on the offending officers including firing them from their jobs and referring their
cases to the district attorney for prosecution. 
> 
> Sincerely.
> 
> Aram” Best Police Practices Advocate “ James 
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Greer Stone; Sajid Khan; Jay Boyarsky; Joe Simitian; Binder, Andrew; Lumi Gardner;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Greg Tanaka; GRP-City Council; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org

Subject: Woman arrested for racist attack at Mountain View Starbucks: police
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 8:02:57 PM
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Woman arrested for racist attack at Mountain View
Starbucks: police
KRON4 News

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. (KRON) — A woman was arrested on May 28 after she

attacked a Starbucks customer and directed racial epithets towards a store manager,

the Mountain View Police Department announced in a press release on Thursday.

Daixin Neill Quan, 33, was arrested suspicion of misdemeanor battery and suspicion of

a hate crime. Officers […]

Click to read the full story

Sent from my iPhone

https://newsbreakapp.onelink.me/2115408369?pid=i3&af_dp=newsbreak://opendoc/n/0fywJuTX?pd%3D053DGJmN%26lang%3Den_US%26s%3Di3%26docid%3D0fywJuTX
https://www.newsbreakapp.com/n/0fywJuTX?pd=053DGJmN&lang=en_US&s=i3
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:lumi@fukisushi.com
mailto:wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
mailto:greg@gregtanaka.org
mailto:council@redwoodcity.org
mailto:supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
https://newsbreakapp.onelink.me/2115408369?pid=i3&af_dp=newsbreak://opendoc/n/0fywJuTX?pd%3D053DGJmN%26lang%3Den_US%26s%3Di3%26docid%3D0fywJuTX
https://www.newsbreakapp.com/n/0fywJuTX?pd=053DGJmN&lang=en_US&s=i3
https://www.newsbreakapp.com/n/0fywJuTX?pd=053DGJmN&lang=en_US&s=i3
https://www.newsbreakapp.com/n/0fywJuTX?pd=053DGJmN&lang=en_US&s=i3
https://www.newsbreakapp.com/n/0fywJuTX?pd=053DGJmN&lang=en_US&s=i3


From: Aram James
To: Dave Price; Emily Mibach; Braden Cartwright; Sean Allen; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Diana

Diamond; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Tannock, Julie; Figueroa, Eric;
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Subject: Reparations Reports | State of California - Department of Justice - Office of the Attorney General
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Subject: After 19 Kids Died in Massacre, Uvalde Police Chief Wrote Press Release Saying His Officers ‘Responded Within
Minutes’ and Thankfully Didn’t Die Themselves
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After 19 Kids Died in Massacre, Uvalde Police Chief Wrote
Press Release Saying His Officers ‘Responded Within
Minutes’ and Thankfully Didn’t Die Themselves
Law & Crime

The chief of the Uvalde, Texas, Police Department on Thursday issued a press

release which expressed thanks that his “officers did not sustain any life threatening

injuries” during the massacre killings of 19 students and two adults at an elementary

school this week. Chief Daniel Rodriguez’s statement noted...

Click to read the full story
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From: Aram James
To: Tannock, Julie; Enberg, Nicholas; Figueroa, Eric; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Jonsen, Robert; Human Relations

Commission; chuck jagoda; Sean Allen; Sajid Khan; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Joe Simitian; Raj; Winter Dellenbach;
Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Greer Stone; Binder, Andrew; Dennis Upton; dennis burns

Subject: This Week’s Issue: The L.A. County Sheriff’s Deputy-Gang Crisis
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Cover Story

“Uvalde, May 24, 2022”
For the cover of this week’s issue, the
artist Eric Drooker reflects on gun
violence and the American way of
life.

An image of a member of the L.A. Country Sheriff's department

Letter from Los Angeles

The L.A. County Sheriff’s Deputy-Gang Crisis
Whistle-blowers say that a group called the Banditos functions as a shadow
government within local law enforcement. The sheriff says there is no such gang
in his department.
By Dana Goodyear
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By Françoise Mouly

Figures from the Harvey Weinstein trial

Annals of Justice

Harvey Weinstein’s Last
Campaign
How the Hollywood producer lost
control of the story during his criminal
trial in New York.
By Ken Auletta

Onward and Upward with the Arts

Angel Olsen Sees Your Pain
On her new album, “Big Time,” the
musician transfigures harrowing grief
—and an unexpected new love—into
songs of survival.
By Amanda Petrusich

Reporting and Commentary
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Dept. of Transportation

When Shipping Containers
Sink in the Drink
We’ve supersized our capacity to ship
stuff across the seas. As our global
supply chains grow, what can we
gather from the junk that washes up
on shore?
By Kathryn Schulz

Comment

The Atrocity of American
Gun Culture
Pro-gun officials say they don’t want
to politicize tragedy. But the
circumstances that allow for the mass
murder of children are political.
By Jelani Cobb

Books

The Revelations of Thom
Musical Events

Malcolm X and Hamlet Seize

The Critics
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Gunn’s Letters
The late poet’s letters are a primer not
only on literature but on the man
himself.
By Hilton Als

the Opera Stage
Anthony Davis’s “X” makes a
momentous return, at Detroit Opera,
while Brett Dean’s “Hamlet” arrives
at the Met.
By Alex Ross

Portrait of Barbara Pym.

Books

When Barbara Pym Couldn’t
Get Published
The English novelist was coming into
her prime when publishers decided
that she was outdated. But some of her
contemporaries knew better.
By Thomas Mallon

The Theatre

Daddy Issues in a Pair of
Plays
James Ijames’s “Fat Ham” and
Édouard Louis’s “Who Killed My
Father” both feature queer,
questioning, father-haunted
protagonists.
By Vinson Cunningham

Newsletters

Sign up for The New Yorker’s
Fiction newsletter
Dive into the world of literature with
our weekly fiction newsletter.
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Shouts & Murmurs

Maybe I Shouldn’t Have
Ditched That Bullshit
Detector
How else will I be able to tell if those
people who say that IKEA is round,
rather than flat, are right?
By Ian Frazier

Cartoons from the Issue

Cartoons from the Issue
Funny drawings from this week’s
magazine.

Humor and Puzzles
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Crossword

A Moderately Challenging
Puzzle
People reading manuals, usually: five
letters.
By Anna Shechtman

Name Drop

Play Today’s Quiz
Can you guess the notable person in
six clues or fewer?
By Liz Maynes-Aminzade

A man with discarded guns.

Our Columnists

How to Prevent Gun
Massacres? Look Around the
World
Australia, Britain, Canada, and other

Cultural Comment

The Johnny Depp–Amber
Heard Trial Is Not as
Complicated as You May
Think

More from The New Yorker
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countries have enacted reforms that
turned mass shootings into rare,
aberrational events rather than
everyday occurrences.
By John Cassidy

The entirety of the case rests on
twelve words.
By Jessica Winter
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From: Muir, Chuck
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: FW: June 22 - HRC Civility Roundtable Event: Recovering Connection: Bridging the Gaps Between Us
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 9:39:59 AM
Attachments: v2CRT June 2022 Flier.pdf

image002.png

Hi HRC,
 
Hope you are doing well.
 
I wanted to share with you something that the City of Mountain View is doing.  They are holding a
civility roundtable and inviting the public to attend.  In the current environment with all the social
discourse this might be something you may want to consider doing in the City of Palo Alto.
 
Thanks. 
Chuck
 

Chuck Muir | Manager Environmental Control Program
Public Works Department | Environmental Services Division
O: (650) 496-6979 | C: (650) 444-6389
chuck.muir@cityofpaloalto.org

 

 
 
 

From: Chuck Muir <chuck_muir@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 9:31 AM
To: Muir, Chuck <Chuck.Muir@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Subject: Fw: June 22 - HRC Civility Roundtable Event: Recovering Connection: Bridging the Gaps
Between Us
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FYI.
 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Gilmore, Christina <christina.gilmore@mountainview.gov>
To: Gilmore, Christina <christina.gilmore@mountainview.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2022, 04:30:11 PM PDT
Subject: June 22 - HRC Civility Roundtable Event: Recovering Connection: Bridging the Gaps Between
Us
 

Please share with your neighborhood groups:

 

mailto:Chuck.Muir@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuck.muir@cityofpaloalto.org
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/servicefeedback
mailto:christina.gilmore@mountainview.gov
mailto:christina.gilmore@mountainview.gov



Civility Roundtable Event
RECOVERING 
CONNECTION: 


Make a deep connection with other 
participants.
Enhance their understanding and decision- 
making from a place of cultural awareness.
Create a sense of belonging and a safe space 
for dialogue and discussion. 
Gain a better understanding of issues 
affecting ourselves and others in the 
community.


Through facilitated speaking and listening 
exercises in small groups about one's life and 
experiences, culture, and challenges, 
participants will have an opportunity to:


Mountain View 
Community Center
201 Rengstorff Ave.


 JUNE 22


BRIDGING THE GAPS 
BETWEEN US


Wednesday


6:30–8:30 p.m.


RSVP by
Tuesday, June 21


in-person event at


MountainView.gov/CRT


Human Relations 
Commission
and 


presented by



http://mountainview.gov/CRT

http://mountainview.gov/CRT






The City of Mountain View Human Relations Commission and Candidly Speaking invite you to
attend a Civility Roundtable (CRT)

 

Recovering Connection: Bridging the Gaps Between Us
 

Wednesday, June 22, 2022, | 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

 

Mountain View Community Center

201 S. Rengstorff Avenue, Mountain View

Redwood Room

 

Candidly Speaking is a local non-profit organization that helps develop active listening to foster and
cultivate authentic relationships in schools, workplaces, and the community.

 

Through facilitated speaking and listening exercises in small groups about one's life and experiences,
culture, and challenges, participants will have an opportunity to:

 

Make a deep connection with other participants.
Enhance their understanding and decision-making from a place of cultural awareness.
Create a sense of belonging and a safe space for dialogue and discussion.  
Gain a better understanding of issues affecting ourselves and others in the community.

RSVP by Tuesday, June 21, 2022, HERE.

For more information about Candidly Speaking, please visit their website. The Human Relations
Commission is an advisory body appointed by the City Council. For more information, contact the City
Manager’s Office at (650) 903-6301 or hrc@mountainview.gov.

 

 

Thank you,

 

Christina Gilmore

Assistant to the City Manager
City Manager’s Office

650-903-6215 | MountainView.gov

https://forms.clickup.com/12610592/f/c0v10-1428/UYQAOQID01FHA3RVGH
http://candidlyspeakingworldwide.org/
mailto:hrc@mountainview.gov
http://www.mountainview.gov/


Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | AskMV

 

 

https://twitter.com/MountainViewGov
https://www.facebook.com/MountainViewGov
https://www.instagram.com/mountainviewgov/
https://www.youtube.com/mountainviewgov
https://clients.comcate.com/newrequest.php?id=128


From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian;

supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky; supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org; Sajid Khan; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; dennis burns; Diana
Diamond; Dave Price; Emily Mibach; Braden Cartwright; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner

Cc: mark weiss; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Council, City; Andie Reed; Kerry Yarkin; Pat Burt; Tom DuBois tom.dubois@gmail.com; Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Lait, Jonathan; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Curtis Smolar; Alison Cormack; greg@gregtanaka.org; Vara Ramakrishnan; Jonsen, Robert;
Sean Allen

Subject: Re: Why we must have an open and transparent hiring process for Palo Alto’s next police chief
Date: Sunday, May 29, 2022 8:57:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.



Sent from my iPhone

On May 25, 2022, at 10:57 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


More on the damage caused by current police chief Robert Jonsen

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/print/story/2022/03/18/residents-demand-more-transparency-
accountability-in-next-police-chief 

On May 25, 2022, at 10:28 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


Hi Rebecca,

You are absolutely correct. All of the warning signs that Robert Jonson would be an
unmitigated disaster as Palo Alto’s next police chief were all there before he ever stepped foot
in Palo Alto. See the Daily Post piece below dated 11-14 2017 for details.

We must push back hard, public protests whatever actions we can take, to push No
Transparency and No Democracy city manager Ed Shikada into bringing at least the three
finalists for police chief before the city council and our community so the candidates can be
thoroughly vetted before one of them is selected as our next chief. 

aram  

Palo Alto hires Menlo Park’s police chief
November 14, 2017 12:23 am
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BY ALLISON LEVITSKY
Daily Post Staff Writer
Menlo Park Police Chief Bob Jonsen will leave the department after almost five
years to serve as Palo Alto’s new police chief, Palo Alto City Manager Jim
Keene announced yesterday (Nov. 13).
“His deep experience in a nearby city and increasingly senior and complex
assignments in all aspects of law enforcement bring extraordinary value to the
position of police chief,” Keene said in a statement. “We look forward to having
him join Palo Alto to lead our stellar police department.”
Jonsen has been lauded by elected officials and community members, not all of
whom agree with him, as approachable, charismatic and easy to work with.
“He’s done a great job in Menlo Park and I think that shows. That’s why he got
picked up by Palo Alto,” Menlo Park Mayor Kristen Keith told the Post. “We’ll
miss him. He’s done a great job.”
Jonsen is also no stranger to controversy. During his time as chief, Menlo Park
police have received complaints about over-policing and racial profiling.
Jonsen’s ushering in of license plate readers and Tasers in his first few months on
the job raised concerns about privacy and police use of force.
On Nov. 11, 2014, three Menlo Park police officers shot armed, meth-addled
burglar Jerry Lee Matheny to death with their body-worn cameras turned off.
And from 2011 to 2013, Jonsen was the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department station chief in Lancaster, which settled with the Justice Department
on April 28, 2015, over allegations of harassment of blacks and others in public
housing.
“I never really cared much for him,” said Matt Henry, former president of the
neighborhood association of Belle Haven, ground zero for much of Menlo Park’s
violent crime and most of its complaints of over-policing and racial profiling.

‘A big mess’
Henry worked in the Antelope Valley when Jonsen was the sheriff’s station chief
in Lancaster.
“His reputation was horrible, the way he treated people. Not personally, but some
of the policies that they had down there,” Henry said. “It was a big mess down
there, and he got out just before the Justice Department came.”
In a June 2013 report, the Justice Department said that deputies had showed up
for inspections with as many as nine officers, sometimes with guns drawn.
In 2015, Jonsen told the Post that he was brought into the station after an
investigation into the abuses was already underway, and worked with his
superiors to help the department become more accountable.
Aram James, a police watchdog and former Santa Clara County assistant public
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defender, said he hoped that Jonsen would sit down with him to talk about racial
profiling in Menlo Park, the dangers of Tasers and the public’s limited access to
body-worn camera footage via the Public Records Act.
“Is he willing to take a look at how bad that policy looks to the public?” James
said. “That doesn’t make his leadership transformative in this time when there’s
so much focus on police misconduct.”

Transparency efforts
But Jonsen says he’s ushered transparency into the department.
“Since 2013, I think this department has become one of the most innovative in
the region, and definitely one of the most transparent,” Jonsen told the Post
yesterday.
Menlo Park was one of the first cities in the region to bring in body-worn
cameras, and in May 2016, the city joined the White House’s Police Data
Initiative, releasing data on calls for service, traffic stops and personnel
demographics on the city’s website. The police department’s policy was posted
online in 2013.
Jonsen also started a mindfulness and compassion training for officers, which he
says should have a positive effect on police-community relations.
“I think our relationships have always been really good with the community,”
Jonsen said. “There have been conversations on racial profiling, and we’ve been
open to the community, talking with the community about their concerns.”

Body-worn camera policy
After the 2014 police shooting in Menlo Park, Jonsen says he strenghened the
body-worn camera policy to require officers to turn on their cameras before they
arrive at a scene. The cameras were off during the shooting because it happened
immediately after they arrived at the scene, not leaving them time to turn on their
cameras.
San Mateo County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said Jonsen was “superb”
throughout the investigation into the shooting.
Wagstaffe, a Menlo Park resident, said that Jonsen had raised morale about
policing in town and ensures that the department “does good work for their
community.”
Belle Haven resident Pam Jones said she was a fan of Jonsen.
“He’s been really working hard to develop a good rapport with the city, and
particularly here in Belle Haven. Palo Alto is very fortunate,” Jones told the Post.

‘A consummate professional’
Menlo Park Councilman Ray Mueller said he disagreed with Jonsen’s approach
with license plate readers and traffic cameras. He also took issue with the city
accepting $9 million over five years to hire six additional police officers, which
council approved on Nov. 7.
But, Mueller said, Jonsen worked through disagreement productively and
without confrontation.
“He’s always taken my concerns very seriously and always worked with them to
be accommodating, so that we could reach outcomes that would serve the benefit
of our residents,” Mueller told the Post. “He is a consummate professional and,
on top of that, he’s just a really good man. I’m not surprised that we lost him, and
we’re really going to miss him.”
Stuart Soffer, a former Menlo Park planning commissioner and Finance and
Audit Committee member, said he completed the citizens’ police academy and
thought Jonsen was personable and a “great manager.”
“I always thought he would make a great city manager,” Soffer said.
Mueller had another idea for Jonsen’s next career move as a police chief.
“I think Bob, frankly, will end up in a city even larger than Palo Alto,
eventually,” Mueller said.

Salary
Jonsen’s salary has been set at $260,000 with a monthly housing rental stipend of
$3,000 a month for 18 months.
The rental stipend will “allow him to maximize the time on the job and to fully
immerse himself in the Palo Alto community as he builds relationships that are
key as he assumes this new position,” according to a statement by city
spokeswoman Claudia Keith.



Palo Alto City Council will have to confirm Jonsen as the new chief on Dec. 11
and the city will need to finalize his public safety background requirements
before he starts on Jan. 9. A graduate in Occupational Studies at CSU-Long
Beach, Jonsen also holds a master’s in organizational leadership from Woodbury
University in Burbank.
Jonsen will replace Dennis Burns, who stepped down in December after 35 years
on the police force. Capt. Ron Watson, who has been serving as interim chief,
did not apply for the chief’s position.
Sidebar: Jonsen’s record as Menlo Park’s police chief
In his nearly five years as Menlo Park’s police chief, Bob Jonsen strengthened
the department’s policy on body-worn cameras and established a citizens
advisory committee. He has also seen his share of controversy, including three
lawsuits alleging improper actions by officers.
Feb. 15, 2013 — Jonsen began at Menlo Park.
Sept. 25, 2013 — Council approves Jonsen’s request to spend $127,682 for four
fixed-location surveillance cameras and three automatic license plate readers that
can record data on thousands of cars a day.
Nov. 12, 2013 — Hiruy Amanuel sues the department, claiming that during two
traffic stops (one before Jonsen started and the other after) he was harassed by
officers over his prior criminal conviction. He also claimed officers directed
“racist and derogatory slurs” at him.
Dec. 10, 2013 — Jonsen announces he wants to work with landlords to evict
known gangsters.
May 13, 2014 — Council votes 3-2, with council members Peter Ohtaki and
Catherine Carlton dissenting, to make it a crime for any police officer to violate
the city’s surveillance data ordinance. Jonsen called the ordinance “unnecessary.”
Aug. 2, 2014 — The department is sued by former cop Rolando Igno, who was
fired that April by Jonsen. Igno claimed that Jonsen should not have used issues
that had been resolved previously as reasons to fire him.
Nov. 11, 2014 — Three Menlo Park officers shoot and kill Jerry Lee Matheny,
who was confronted after a burglary. The three officers who were involved in the
shooting were later cleared by District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. A Post reporter
is told by witnesses at the shooting scene that they were instructed by Menlo
Park police not to talk to the press about the incident. Jonsen did not return Post
Editor Dave Price’s calls or emails about the gag order.
Jan. 29, 2015 — Councilman Ray Mueller blasts Jonsen and Cmdr. Dave Bertini
over the fact that the three officers involved in the Matheny shooting did not
have their body cameras on. “The one time we needed them on, they weren’t,”
Mueller said.
Aug. 5, 2015 — The Post published a report by Stanford journalism student
Farida Jhabvala Romero, who wrote about the number of people pulled over in
Menlo Park for having a suspended or revoked license. Of those pulled over,
seven out of 10 were racial minorities.
Capt. Dave Bertini denied that the department was targeting minorities, but did
say that low-income drivers come to the attention of officers because of
mechanical failures of their cars. The city’s towing fee was $300.
“If anyone were to suggest that this is going on for racial reasons I think that’s
asinine and bordering on slanderous,” Bertini told Romero.
May 5, 2016 — As a result of Romero’s story, council votes to reduce the
towing fee to $125.
Jan. 19, 2017 — Jonsen and Mayor Kirsten Keith announce that all officers will
go through “mindfulness” training in order for officers to face their discomforts
and overcome them, whether it be physical or emotional or even because of
biases, such as race or gender, and become more “emotionally available” to the
communities they serve.
Feb. 16, 2017 — A Redwood City man, Francisco Guevara, sues the city, saying
he spent two nights in jail despite having done nothing wrong. Guevara said he
probably wouldn’t have been arrested in the first place except that a man with the
same name and physical description had a warrant out for his arrest.
Aug. 28, 2017 — Tim Chamberlin sues the police department, saying he had
been forced to live in his car for almost a year after he was evicted



by Menlo Park police from the granny unit he was renting. Chamberlin contends
Menlo Park police erred by getting involved in a civil matter between the owners
of the home.
Nov. 7, 2017 — Council approves a $11.25 million agreement with Facebook so
the company can pay for six additional officers to patrol the east side. Jonsen
helped negotiate the agreement.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREVIOUS
Los Altos official proposes parcel tax to
renovate or rebuild library

Thanks, Mark and Aram. 

Aram - I remember how hard you worked to open the process before
Jonsen was hired.  You had easily uncovered much evidence of alleged
misdeeds committed by Jonsen during his previous job in Menlo Park.
You had brought those matters to the attention of the City Council, by
emailing, speaking out, and also publishing editorials in the press.  But
the City Council ignored you. Because the City Council followed the
secrecy route that you and so many community members (including me)
had denounced, Palo Alto chose a police chief that irreparably harmed
our town's public image and significantly harmed the police force and
city government's relationships with the community.  

During Jonsen's time in PA, our town has been sued a record amount of
times, our police force has committed a record number acts leading to
the perception of undue force, and has spent a record amount of money
in legal fees and settlements responding to these matters (not to
mention even police officers themselves filing baseless actions against
the city) -- all while actual crime has continued to rise. 

Now Shikada wants to repeat the broken process that led to the choice
of the least successful police chief in PA's recent history. 

I don't know about you, but I always believed the adage that a direct
route to failure is to repeat the same action expecting a different
result. On behalf of our community, Palo Alto deserves a better process
to select a police chief that is truly a good fit for our town.  Can't you
hear the residents demanding transparency and accountability?  Why
not give that to them? Whose side are you on? 

Best,
Rebecca

On Wed, May 25, 2022 at 3:07 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hiring process for police chief will be secret and behind closed doors. 

https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
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Thanks Mark for keeping this critical conversation going. Our
continued public deliberations on the issue and the staff and
Castillega’s machinations—- deserve the most heightened
scrutiny. aram

P.S. In this morning’s Daily Post, page 4, Shikada announced the
hiring process for police chief will be secret behind closed doors.
We can’t let this happen. Again we must continue to push back on
Staff in order to achieve any degree of transparency. The staff
often appears to me to be members of a private corporation 
upholding the rights of the rich at the expense of those who
deserve justice. 

On May 25, 2022, at 1:11 PM, mark weiss
<earwopa@yahoo.com> wrote:


I met Rebecca Eisenberg for the first time in 2018,
walking our dogs, at Peers Park. I had noticed her
applications to BCCs. Since that time we’ve had
numerous conversations, mostly about public policy
and the law. (Sometimes, baseball or music). 
I’ve known Molly Stump longer but not as well. She
invited me to see her art-lights in her office, but
changed her mind. I think she’s done a satisfactory
job, over 10 years here. 
But Rebecca went to Stanford, and Harvard Law.
Molly Pomona and Cal. All fine schools, but given
our proximity to Hoover Tower, I’d wager Rebecca is
correct here, and Molly wrong:
Casti is bluffing, or a bad actor. 
We should be deliberating in public the assertions of
staff. 
Mark Weiss
In Palo Alto

Sent from my iPhone

On May 24, 2022, at 9:52 PM, Rebecca
Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:


I am told that Castilleja refers to Kol
Emeth instead of Etz Chayim for
garage precedent.
Kol Emeth is also zoned
for commercial uses.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/planning-
amp-development-services/file-
migration/current-planning/forms-
and-guidelines/zone-map-2021.pdf

Which brings up the bad-neighborly
fact that Castilleja is threatening
baseless 14th Amendment claims
against Palo Alto regarding the
garage. Should it file such a lawsuit,
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it will be dismissed on summary
judgment, if not sooner.  It is long-
established law that Zoning law does
not implicate 14th amendment
protection unless it was done in
order to impact a protected class,
including racial minorities, non-
dominant religions, and women.
Castilleja making this argument will
be viewed even worse than Woodside
claiming to be a mountain lion
protection area.  

As an aside, it violates Palo Alto
public policy that the Planning
Department continues to ignore PA's
sustainability goals. Failing to
measure the impact of the
groundwater removal and the tons of
cement used in constructing the
underground garage, and the
increase of cars on the street from
larger enrollment (as all previous
measures prove), was illegal of
them. Given that there is not yet a
sustainability commission, the
Planning Department is required to
consider the public interest in its
evaluations, including the
irreparable harm that would be
caused by millions of gallons of
groundwater pumping and cement.
That Jonathan Lait said with a
straight face that the construction
would not harm Palo Alto's progress
towards sustainability and harm
neighbor's quality of life is wholly
bizarre. Who would argue that?  And
his refusal to include (1) a no-garage
option and (2) an option where
Castilleja moves entirely or in part
(second campus) is reversible error.
No one thinks that Castilleja needs a
garage and can't afford a second
campus. All along Castilleja said that
neighbors want a garage, but
neighbors would much prefer no
cars on their street, and instead
want SHUTTLES like all other
private schools. Why would neighbors
want more car trips when they could
have NO car trips?
Castilleja's arguments never made
any sense.

Regardless, if Castilleja wants a
toxic, carbon-emitting,
environmentally hazardous
underground garage like Kol Emeth,
it can! It just needs to move to an
area zoned commercial, or mixed
use.  In fact, the Stanford Research
area has numerous empty corporate
campuses with enormous parking
lots, none of which can currently be
used for residential purposes due to



toxic waste from the HP Superfund
Site.  But they can be used for
commercial purposes, including a
school. The HP Campus at 1501 Page
Mill is perfect! Tesla is taking over
325,000 square feet of that campus,
leaving almost 300,000 feet for
Castilleja. (There are numerous
other sites as well.)

In the past, Palo Alto has made
harmful decisions, e.g. President
Hotel, out of fear of being sued.  The
President Hotel protected itself from
lawsuit by making settlement
agreements which included financial
compensation along with releases of
all rights to sue, so there was no
motivated and harmed plaintiff to
sue about the President Hotel.

But here, Castilleja spent (I'm told)
$12 million on lawyers, but has not
made any efforts to strike financial
deals with neighbors, so every
neighbor and impacted community
member has the right to sue, and
almost certainly will sue, if
Castilleja's garage is approved. 
And, every time that Palo Alto is
sued by citizens (rather than by big
businesses or the police force) IT
LOSES.  See, for example, the
Foothills Park case, the Utilities
Transfer case, and the many police
brutality cases that all cost PA
millions in legal fees and
settlements. Castilleja is bluffing. 
They have money to sue, and they
may sue, but they will lose even
more prestige in the community if
they do, and already Stanford
Admissions has started admitting
fewer of their students, many say.  

Anyway, here is one of many
explanations about how zoning does
not create constitutional cases, and
in California, it's even legal to spot
zone, if doing so is necessary to
protect the community interest --
and even to preserve the natural
environment. If Molly messes up this
case, she should be fired. (Hopefully
she is doing some rethinking of her
legal advice; she seemed very
agitated when she snapped at me
while having a "private meeting" with
Ed Shikada right after the hearing. At
the time she was two feet away from
Castilleja's attorneys, and Molly
should know that giving legal advice
in the presence of third parties
destroys the attorney-client privilege
and makes all of her advice
discoverable, including by public
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records act request, which I won't
file for, even though I could and
maybe should.) 

https://www.californialandusedevelopmentlaw.com/2020/01/09/citys-
general-plan-policies-allowing-
exemptions-from-zoning-
requirements-did-not-violate-
fourteenth-amendment-or-result-in-
spot-zoning/

Why am I so obsessed with
Castilleja?  Because I cannot stand
it when people lie - and dislike most
of all when the people and
companies with the most resources
use those resources to create false
narratives that convince
communities and individuals to act
against their own interests. E.g.
Trump, and others.

Best,
Rebecca

On Tue, May 24, 2022 at 4:04 PM
Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:

Dear All: 

First, I want to offer my
tremendous gratitude to Mayor
Burt, Vice Mayor Kou, and Council
Members Stone, Dubois, and
Filseth. I - and many others - are
grateful for the thoughtful and
articulate ways that you dug deep
into Castilleja's predicament, and -
- despite errors and omissions
made by our City Staff -- made
groundbreaking progress in
revealing a great deal of the truth
surrounding Castilleja proposed
unprecedentedly large
development on lots zones R1 in
the middle one of our most
admired and desired (of many)
residential neighborhoods in our
beautiful town of Palo Alto. Your
hard work made a very positive
impact on our community.
Speaking personally, it was
monumental to feel heard and
understood. This is local
government at its best.

In that regard, I submit my factual
correction of today's (otherwise
mostly great!) article in today's
Palo Alto online
at: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-
alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-
growth-plan .  I also submit a few
supporting documents
demonstrating (1) that City
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Manager Keane commenced
revocation hearings in 2013 and (2)
that Nancy Kaufman proposed a
compliance schedule (which she
later disregarded); and (3) that the
parties decided in 2013 that if
Castilleja did not comply with its
existing CUP, that its CUP would be
revoked (next time for serious).   I
believe that you agree with my
corrections, given that your
questions uncovered the truth
about Castilleja's violations and
potentially its motivations, that we
now better understand.

I also offer my profound gratitude
to City Council for its repeated
insistence that it cannot rationally
determine the impact of
Castilleja's application, if
approved, on the community,
without a thorough Construction
Plan. Given Castilleja's long history
of aspirational promises and 2
decades of under-delivery on those
promises, I agree strongly with
your (indisputable) conclusion that
we cannot simply take Castilleja's
word that its unprecedented
construction project in the middle
of a single family home
neighborhood would be  "climate
neutral or climate positive" and
"not harmful to the community."  

I imagine that Castilleja's army of
lawyers have already descended
upon Jonathan Lait, so I hope he
can respond by reminding
Castilleja that without a thorough
and detailed construction plan,
Castilleja cannot rationally
expect that its application would
be approved. 

In particular, I am perhaps most
grateful for the reminder from the
Mayor (with agreement from the
vice mayor and other 3 council
members) that there is no
precedent for a private school of
Castilleja's size and density existing
in a R-1 neighborhood, and there
even is no precedent of a private
school with Castilleja's proposed
density in any neighborhood -
commercially zoned (like Eytz
Chayim) or not. (The reason, of
course, that our Muni Code did not
address an underground
commercial garage in a residential
neighborhood is due to the fact
that such a profoundly
inappropriate facility would never
exist in a residential neighborhood



and certainly does not exist in a R-
1 neighborhood in Palo Alto.  As a
reminder, Eytz Chayim is NOT
located in a residential
neighborhood, but rather is
zoned commercially.  Therefore,
Castilleja's constant comparisons to
Eytz Chayim are wholly misplaced.

Because of the potential impact of
Castilleja's construction --
especially the unavoidable harm to
our natural environment and to
Castilleja's neighbors -- that would
be caused by the construction of
Castilleja's underground garage, I
also also attach a legal cite to the
Palo Alto Municipal Code section,
which clarifies that a CUP shall not
be given if it causes harm, or even
inconvenience, to the community. 
I am extremely grateful that
Council demanded a Construction
Plan from Castilleja last night, and
I wholly agree with Council's
determination that the extent to
which Castilleja's construction will
impact the neighborhood cannot be
measured unless and until a
thorough description of that plan is
provided.  When Castilleja provides
that plan - which should be before
the next meeting if they
reasonably expect resolution the
matter - then I believe that City
Council may find that Castilleja's
construction plan will cause
significant "harm and
inconvenience" to the
neighborhood which would render
the recommendation of the CUP
illegal, because per the Code, the
City has no right to approve a CUP
that causes harm (or
inconvenience) to the
neighborhood. 

(Fortunately, Castilleja truly does
NOT need a garage.  Neighbors
would be FAR happier if fewer cars
drove down the street -- no matter
where those cars park. Castilleja
should eliminate parking altogether
at its campus, like Nueva and many
other comparable schools, and
instead, also like Nueva and most
others, provide a robust system of
private shuttles. This should not
even cost Castilleja any money --
and would SAVE all of the
construction costs of the garage! --
as most of these schools pass on
the cost of the shuttle to parents,
who, excited for the opportunity of
their children to be able to attend
such prestigious and superior



schools, are happy to pay the
costs. Remember, 80% of Castilleja
families pay full freight tuition of
almost $60,000/year, and the
garage is intended to serve the
cars owned by these teenage girls,
so clearly those families can afford
to chip in to a shuttle.) 

Below is my submitted correction
to Palo Alto Online's mis-statement
that Castilleja is now in
compliance -- because as Jonathan
Lait confirmed, it is still in
violation of its CUP.  I also correct
the statement that the legal
violations culminated in 2013,
because as Lait confirmed,
Castilleja's legal violations -- from
which it benefits approximately $2
million/year in illegally gained
revenues through over-enrollment -
- continue today.

Thank you for your consideration,
and thank you again for your
exceptional work on behalf of the
Palo Alto Community last night!

Best, 

Rebecca
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
Date: Tue, May 24, 2022 at 3:18 PM
Subject: Castilleja article - thank you,
and quick correction (with longer
explanation!)
To: Bill Johnson
<bjohnson@paweekly.com>, Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>
Cc: Andie Reed
<andiezreed@gmail.com>

Hi Bill and Gennady - 

I hope you are well! It was nice to
see you, Gennady, after the City
Council meeting last night
(although you seemed confused
when I said hello? Seems
reasonable as I think you were
trying to catch a remaining council
member).  I REALLY appreciate
your thorough coverage of this
complicated and extremely
important issue. 

I know you were working under an
extremely tight deadline to get this
article out this morning, and
overall I think you did a great job,
for which I am grateful. That said,
there is one sentence I am hoping

mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
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you can correct, because that
sentence gets to the heart of how
and why many of us believe that
the City has been providing
extraordinarily large and
unprecedented special treatment
to Castilleja, by allowing Castilleja
to increase its annual revenues by
approximately $2 million/year
through intentional violation of its
CUP enrollment cap - violations
that have continued for 22 years,
and which continue today.

This is the problematic sentence:  

Many alluded to the school's
failure in the past to comply
with its enrollment cap, a
violation that culminated in
a $285,000 fine in 2013. 

Which I think should be replaced
with something like: 

Many alluded to the
school's 20-year failure to
comply with its enrollment
cap, a violation that exists
to this day, as confirmed by
Jonathan Lait in last
night's meeting, and which
has resulted in Castilleja
receiving significantly more
revenue in tuition than the
amount to which it is legally
entitled*. (*although Castilleja is tax-exempt, it
is not charitable, it lacks a public benefit, and its tax
records suggest that it is profitable)
(The last parts of that 'corrected version' are merely
aspirational, of course.) 

Here is why I believe that the
insinuation that Castilleja is in
compliance is worthy of correction.
I provide backup support,
and Andie Reed, cc'd, can confirm,
as she and her group of neighbors
and friends have spent years
gathering public records and trying
to educate our leadership, and she
deserves much credit for the
tremendous breakthrough that
happened last night when five of
the city council members put
Jonathan Lait and Nancy Kaufman
on the seat, asking them tough
questions and assessing the (often
inadequate) responses. What a
great night!  

Here is why that sentence deserves
a re-write (along with later
references to

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2013/09/30/city-orders-headcount-reduction-fine-against-castilleja


Castilleja's continuing violations):

1.  Castilleja's violations are not
in the past.  As Lydia Kou and
others asked, and Jonathan Lait
confirmed, Castilleja still is in
violation of its existing CUP -- as
it has been for more than 20
years.  This is a very important
distinction because those of us who
argue that Castilleja should be held
to the same rules as other
businesses and residences in Palo
Alto continue to point out that
Castilleja has not come into
compliance with its 415 enrollment
cap in more than 20 years, despite
Nancy Kaufman having made
numerous promises, some of them
contractually binding (in my legal
opinion, as well as the opinion of
Jim Keane and others with whom I
spoke about the matter), to come
into compliance.  That is a big
reason that we do not believe that
Castilleja should be able to
increase its cap immediately to
450, as it never complied with its
current cap of 415, despite having
its CUP almost revoked in 2013 due
to its over-enrollment.

2. Similarly, these violations did
not "culminate in 2013" with the
significantly reduced fine. 
Culmination indicates a resolution
or peak, neither of which occurred
in 2013 - rather, when occurred in
2013, per attached, was that the
City Manager Jim Keane
commenced revocation hearings,
which Castilleja negotiated or
bullied its way out of.  And,
notably, that fine was a vastly
reduced figure given by Palo Alto,
apparently (so I was told) in
exchange for Castilleja making a
promise that if it did not reduce its
enrollment to 415 by 2016,
Castilleja would leave Palo Alto.  

As a reminder, Palo Alto's Municipal
Code provides for statutory
damages for code violation (like
virtually all similarly situated
cities) at $500 per violation per
day. Although these code sections
provide for a two-year reachback
when it is the fault of the City for
not assessing the fines, in 2013, it
was the fault of Castilleja that Palo
Alto had not fined Castilleja.
Castilleja had been intentionally
understating its enrollment
(Kaufman explained this as
"confusion" over what is



"enrollment." She claimed she had
used "average daily attendance"
instead of "enrollment," but the
Planning Commission and Jim
Keane correctly rejected her
explanation.  

For most of the previous years.
Castilleja has had between 20 and
40 students over
enrollment, averaging over 30 (I
can provide for you the actual
enrollment numbers ultimately
released by Castilleja if you like).
But using a conservative 30
students over Castilleja's legal cap,
that means that Castilleja has
accrued statutory fines of 30
violations times $500/day =
$15,000/day.  Given that Castilleja
describes that it is open
approximately 300 days/year,
means that Castilleja, under Palo
Alto's Municipal Code, should have
been assessed $4.5 Million a year.* 

(*Here is an article in the Palo Alto Weekly referencing
these municipal code penalties, which amount to $500-
$5000 per day per
violation: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/03/06/penalties-
likely-to-stand-for-edgewood-owner ) (I also am happy
to provide you the code sections)

$4.5 million a year may seem a
high assessment for a private
school (even a profitable one like
Castilleja), but those fines serve a
purpose.  Castilleja charges almost
$60,000/year and only offers
(mostly partial) financial support to
20% of its students
(Castilleja's website now claims
21%, but the amount of aid it
provides has not gone up).  

This means that while Castilleja
continues to be overenrolled, it
benefits financially by its legal
violations. For example, at 30
students over enrollment,
Castilleja increases its guaranteed
revenue -- apart from the
donations to the school fund and
capital fund that are expected of
private school parents (I know this
as a former private school parent
myself) -- by an additional $1.8
MILLION, not including donations to
its school fund and capital fund
(which has raised $100 million).  

As community members pointed
out, enforcement of the
enrollment cap is the ONLY
incentive that Castilleja has to
comply with the law and its CUP. 
Castilleja has been bringing in
millions of dollars illegally through
over enrollment for more than 20
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years, so it IS extremely material
and essential for the accurate
reporting of this story to make it
clear that Castilleja STILL is
violating Palo Alto's zoning laws (in
ways beyond enrollment, e.g.
providing false information re
square footage, as some mentioned
last) as well as Castilleja's existing
CUP. 

What I recommend for the
sentence above is the following: 

Many alluded to the
school's 20-year failure to
comply with its enrollment cap,
a violation that exists to this
day, as confirmed by Jonathan
Lait in last night's meeting. 

In sum, Palo Alto's city government
has allowed Castilleja to continue
to benefit financially (as much as
$2.4 million/year during the many
years Castilleja was at 40 student
over-enrollment), without any
Municipal Code enforcement.  Had
the City enforced our muni codes
against Castilleja as it does
regularly against residential
applicants, our General Fund would
have had millions of dollars more
every year.  (This is the basis of one of the many
causes of action against the city that residents have
been discussing with their attorneys. There is a third
party cause of action plus attorneys fees under the false
claims act, for example, among other state laws that
address this kind of problem). 

That is why it is essential to point
out that Castilleja is still in
violation of its existing CUP, that it
never was in compliance, and that
Castilleja is benefitting
financially from its illegal actions.

Please reach out to me if you have
any questions about this.  Also, I
can put you in touch with a lawyer
who handles municipal finance at a
law firm, if you like.  

No matter where you stand on
Castilleja's right to benefit
financially from its CUP violations,
I beg you to correct your article to
clarify that Castilleja may have
paid a reduced fine, but it never
came into compliance, even though
it promised it would agree to CUP
revocation if it did not reduce its
enrollment to 415.  A few of the
letters between Castilleja and the
City are attached, starting with the
time when Jim Keane commenced



CUP revocation against Castilleja in
2013.  

Thank you for considering.  I
thought that emailing you directly
would be more helpful than posting
a comment on the board, given
that my correction is easily
confirmable, and an  easy fix for
you to make. 

Thank you again for your
responsive and thorough coverage
of the many issues that impact our
community of Palo Alto! 

Best, 
Rebecca Eisenberg
415-235-8078

Rebecca Eisenberg, Esq.
Principal & Founder

Netskink Positive Impact Investments
Private Client Legal Services

www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
rebecca@privateclientlegal.com

415-235-8078
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From: Aram James
To: darylsavage@gmail.com; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Sajid Khan; Sean Allen; Council, City; Human Relations

Commission; chuck jagoda; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Binder, Andrew; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org;
Greer Stone; Shikada, Ed; Tannock, Julie; Enberg, Nicholas; Figueroa, Eric; Jay Boyarsky

Subject: Uvalde Police Didn’t Save Lives Because That’s Not What Police Do
Date: Sunday, May 29, 2022 7:31:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://theintercept.com/2022/05/27/uvalde-texas-shooting-police-law-enforcement/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: darylsavage@gmail.com; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Sajid Khan; Sean Allen; Council, City; Human Relations

Commission; chuck jagoda; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Binder, Andrew; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org;
Greer Stone; Shikada, Ed; Tannock, Julie; Enberg, Nicholas; Figueroa, Eric; Jay Boyarsky

Subject: Uvalde Police Didn’t Save Lives Because That’s Not What Police Do
Date: Sunday, May 29, 2022 7:24:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://theintercept.com/2022/05/27/uvalde-texas-shooting-police-law-enforcement/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Jeff Rosen; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Sean Allen; Sajid Khan; Winter

Dellenbach; chuck jagoda; Greer Stone; Joe Simitian; Shikada, Ed; Vara Ramakrishnan; Planning Commission;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; melissa caswell; gmah@sccoe.org

Subject: Police killing
Date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 8:11:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/amp/San-Francisco-police-expected-to-release-new-
17204070.php

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:vara@acm.org
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:mbcaswell@yahoo.com
mailto:gmah@sccoe.org
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/amp/San-Francisco-police-expected-to-release-new-17204070.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/amp/San-Francisco-police-expected-to-release-new-17204070.php
https://itunes.apple.com/app/google/id284815942


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org;

Council, City; Lumi Gardner; Tanaka, Greg; Joe Simitian; Winter Dellenbach; Jay Boyarsky; Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen
Subject: Calling All Muslim High School Students!
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 7:08:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.



Stay In Touch With Us:

       

Calling All Muslim High School Students
Spend Your Summer Sundays with Us
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Every Sunday from June 5 through August 7
10:00am – 12:00pm

In partnership with MCC East Bay
Deadline to Apply: Sunday, May 29

Calling all Muslim high school students, spend your summer immersed in
social justice and community organizing trainings through the 2022 Muslim
Gamechangers Network (MGN).

MGN is a 10-week training program for Muslim high school students that
equips participants with the tools to critically understand their world, effectively
challenge injustice, and build legacies of positive change in their communities.

The program consists of weekly interactive sessions centered on themes of
identity, history, social responsibility, and organizing tools, all grounded in an
Islamic worldview.

Apply Now

Thank You for Making Muslim Day at the Capitol a Success
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CAIR California celebrated the 11th Annual Muslim Day at the Capitol (MDAC)
with over 300 participants, attending over 60 virtual legislative meetings.
Attendees engaged in meaningful dialogue with elected representatives on
issues affecting our communities.
 
While advocating for our legislative priorities throughout the week, we made
progress in ensuring support for several bills:
 

AB 1947: Freedom from Hate Crimes Act - in Assembly
The bill will mandate that every law enforcement agency adopts better
documentation and policies to guide officers in their response to suspected
hate crimes. The bill does not mandate more policing or increase penalties for
crimes.
 

AB 2549: Ending Street Harassment - Died
This bill would create a public health approach to prevent the street
harassment of women and other vulnerable communities in California. The Bill
would also create a multi-year statewide public education campaign about
street harassment, study street harassment as a public health issue and define
street harassment within a public health, not criminal, context.
 

SB 1161: Public Transit Ridership Safety - Passed Senate, Sent to
Assembly

This measure will require California’s 10 largest transit districts to gather
research on street harassment of women and other vulnerable communities
and to develop data-driven initiatives to help prevent street harassment on
public transit systems.
 

AB 1766: California IDs for All - Passed Assembly, Sent to Senate
This bill will expand access to all in obtaining a California ID, regardless of
immigration status.
 

SB 1038: Prohibition of Biometric Surveillance by Law Enforcement
- Died

This bill would indefinitely extend the prohibition of a law enforcement agency



or law enforcement officer from installing, activating, or using any biometric
surveillance system in connection with an officer camera or data collected by
an officer camera.
 
CAIR-CA also hosted three political education webinars to address our
legislative priorities:

California Hate Incidents & Hate Crime
Standing with Immigrants
MDAC What Next?

 
MDAC continues to be a manifestation of our collective power and voice. This
event would be not be possible without our community’s participation and
diligence. We must continue to urge our legislative leaders to prioritize the
policy platform we shared with them.

Let’s tap into that power, continue our advocacy, share our learnings, and
celebrate victories along the way.  

Donate

Election Day Upcoming

Mail-in ballots for the primary election
on June 7 have been delivered!
Check your mail to confirm receipt.

Track Your Ballot

What's On the Ballot?

U.S. Senate 
Governor 
Lieutenant Governor 
Secretary of State 
Controller 
Treasurer, 
Attorney General 
Insurance Commissioner 
Member of State Board of Equalization 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
U.S. Representative in Congress 
State Senator 
State Assembly Member 
Other local candidates
Numerous local measures

Voter Guide
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The June 2022 CAIR-SFBA City and County Ballot Measures Voter Guide
serves to empower voters on issues that impact them and assist them in
making decisions at the polls.

Our policy and advocacy staff apply a civil rights lens to weigh implications for
how each measure could promote racial, gender, economic, and social justice
in our community – especially, the most vulnerable among us. We also
consider the stances of our partner organizations.

If we did not take a position on a measure, we did not include it in the guide.

Voter Guide

News Briefs

CAIR Welcome DOJ Initiatives To
Address Hate Crimes

CAIR Welcomes FBI Probe For
Journalist Shireen Abu Akleh

CAIR welcomed the U.S. Department of
Justice’s newly-announced initiatives to
address, prevent and report on hate crimes
and hate incidents.

Read More

CAIR welcomed a congressional letter
signed calling on the State Department and
the FBI to investigate the murder of
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh.  

Read More

CAIR-SFBA
3160 De La Cruz Blvd., Ste. 110

Santa Clara, CA 95054
Donate

CAIR California | 3160 De La Cruz Blvd., Ste. 110, Santa Clara, CA 95054
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Winter Dellenbach; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian;

supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Greer Stone; Sajid Khan; Planning Commission; Binder, Andrew; Jeff
Rosen; Vara Ramakrishnan; Roberta Ahlquist; Sean Allen; Jonsen, Robert; Jethroe Moore; Stump, Molly; Alison
Cormack; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Jay Boyarsky; Dave Price; Diana Diamond

Subject: From The Mercury News e-edition - How county can fix Sheriff Department’s challenges by Sean Allen ( May 26,
2026)

Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 10:56:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

How county can fix Sheriff Department’s challenges
https://edition.pagesuite.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?guid=e92dff2a-bf76-4283-95ab-
2eda4aa108fd&appcode=SAN252&eguid=e4c467dc-7951-4282-bb0e-60a87e152a15&pnum=22#
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Winter Dellenbach;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky; supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org; Sajid Khan;
Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; dennis burns; Diana Diamond; Dave Price; Emily Mibach; Braden Cartwright; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Shikada,
Ed

Cc: mark weiss; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Council, City; Andie Reed; Kerry Yarkin; Pat Burt; Tom DuBois tom.dubois@gmail.com; Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Lait, Jonathan; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Curtis Smolar; Alison Cormack; greg@gregtanaka.org; Vara Ramakrishnan; Jonsen, Robert;
Sean Allen

Subject: Re: Why we must have an open and transparent hiring process for Palo Alto’s next police chief
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 11:12:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

And yet more on Robert “Mr. Diversity” Jonson and zero back officers either in the command staff or in the ranks of
the PAPD. 

https://www.audacy.com/kcbsradio/news/local/palo-alto-police-department-now-has-zero-black-officers 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 25, 2022, at 10:57 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


More on the damage caused by current police chief Robert Jonsen

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/print/story/2022/03/18/residents-demand-more-transparency-
accountability-in-next-police-chief 

On May 25, 2022, at 10:28 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


Hi Rebecca,

You are absolutely correct. All of the warning signs that Robert Jonson would be an
unmitigated disaster as Palo Alto’s next police chief were all there before he ever stepped foot
in Palo Alto. See the Daily Post piece below dated 11-14 2017 for details.

We must push back hard, public protests whatever actions we can take, to push No
Transparency and No Democracy city manager Ed Shikada into bringing at least the three
finalists for police chief before the city council and our community so the candidates can be
thoroughly vetted before one of them is selected as our next chief. 

aram  

Palo Alto hires Menlo Park’s police chief
November 14, 2017 12:23 am
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BY ALLISON LEVITSKY
Daily Post Staff Writer
Menlo Park Police Chief Bob Jonsen will leave the department after almost five
years to serve as Palo Alto’s new police chief, Palo Alto City Manager Jim
Keene announced yesterday (Nov. 13).
“His deep experience in a nearby city and increasingly senior and complex
assignments in all aspects of law enforcement bring extraordinary value to the
position of police chief,” Keene said in a statement. “We look forward to having
him join Palo Alto to lead our stellar police department.”
Jonsen has been lauded by elected officials and community members, not all of
whom agree with him, as approachable, charismatic and easy to work with.
“He’s done a great job in Menlo Park and I think that shows. That’s why he got
picked up by Palo Alto,” Menlo Park Mayor Kristen Keith told the Post. “We’ll
miss him. He’s done a great job.”
Jonsen is also no stranger to controversy. During his time as chief, Menlo Park
police have received complaints about over-policing and racial profiling.
Jonsen’s ushering in of license plate readers and Tasers in his first few months on
the job raised concerns about privacy and police use of force.
On Nov. 11, 2014, three Menlo Park police officers shot armed, meth-addled
burglar Jerry Lee Matheny to death with their body-worn cameras turned off.
And from 2011 to 2013, Jonsen was the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department station chief in Lancaster, which settled with the Justice Department
on April 28, 2015, over allegations of harassment of blacks and others in public
housing.
“I never really cared much for him,” said Matt Henry, former president of the
neighborhood association of Belle Haven, ground zero for much of Menlo Park’s
violent crime and most of its complaints of over-policing and racial profiling.

‘A big mess’
Henry worked in the Antelope Valley when Jonsen was the sheriff’s station chief
in Lancaster.
“His reputation was horrible, the way he treated people. Not personally, but some
of the policies that they had down there,” Henry said. “It was a big mess down
there, and he got out just before the Justice Department came.”
In a June 2013 report, the Justice Department said that deputies had showed up
for inspections with as many as nine officers, sometimes with guns drawn.
In 2015, Jonsen told the Post that he was brought into the station after an
investigation into the abuses was already underway, and worked with his
superiors to help the department become more accountable.
Aram James, a police watchdog and former Santa Clara County assistant public
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defender, said he hoped that Jonsen would sit down with him to talk about racial
profiling in Menlo Park, the dangers of Tasers and the public’s limited access to
body-worn camera footage via the Public Records Act.
“Is he willing to take a look at how bad that policy looks to the public?” James
said. “That doesn’t make his leadership transformative in this time when there’s
so much focus on police misconduct.”

Transparency efforts
But Jonsen says he’s ushered transparency into the department.
“Since 2013, I think this department has become one of the most innovative in
the region, and definitely one of the most transparent,” Jonsen told the Post
yesterday.
Menlo Park was one of the first cities in the region to bring in body-worn
cameras, and in May 2016, the city joined the White House’s Police Data
Initiative, releasing data on calls for service, traffic stops and personnel
demographics on the city’s website. The police department’s policy was posted
online in 2013.
Jonsen also started a mindfulness and compassion training for officers, which he
says should have a positive effect on police-community relations.
“I think our relationships have always been really good with the community,”
Jonsen said. “There have been conversations on racial profiling, and we’ve been
open to the community, talking with the community about their concerns.”

Body-worn camera policy
After the 2014 police shooting in Menlo Park, Jonsen says he strenghened the
body-worn camera policy to require officers to turn on their cameras before they
arrive at a scene. The cameras were off during the shooting because it happened
immediately after they arrived at the scene, not leaving them time to turn on their
cameras.
San Mateo County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said Jonsen was “superb”
throughout the investigation into the shooting.
Wagstaffe, a Menlo Park resident, said that Jonsen had raised morale about
policing in town and ensures that the department “does good work for their
community.”
Belle Haven resident Pam Jones said she was a fan of Jonsen.
“He’s been really working hard to develop a good rapport with the city, and
particularly here in Belle Haven. Palo Alto is very fortunate,” Jones told the Post.

‘A consummate professional’
Menlo Park Councilman Ray Mueller said he disagreed with Jonsen’s approach
with license plate readers and traffic cameras. He also took issue with the city
accepting $9 million over five years to hire six additional police officers, which
council approved on Nov. 7.
But, Mueller said, Jonsen worked through disagreement productively and
without confrontation.
“He’s always taken my concerns very seriously and always worked with them to
be accommodating, so that we could reach outcomes that would serve the benefit
of our residents,” Mueller told the Post. “He is a consummate professional and,
on top of that, he’s just a really good man. I’m not surprised that we lost him, and
we’re really going to miss him.”
Stuart Soffer, a former Menlo Park planning commissioner and Finance and
Audit Committee member, said he completed the citizens’ police academy and
thought Jonsen was personable and a “great manager.”
“I always thought he would make a great city manager,” Soffer said.
Mueller had another idea for Jonsen’s next career move as a police chief.
“I think Bob, frankly, will end up in a city even larger than Palo Alto,
eventually,” Mueller said.

Salary
Jonsen’s salary has been set at $260,000 with a monthly housing rental stipend of
$3,000 a month for 18 months.
The rental stipend will “allow him to maximize the time on the job and to fully
immerse himself in the Palo Alto community as he builds relationships that are
key as he assumes this new position,” according to a statement by city
spokeswoman Claudia Keith.



Palo Alto City Council will have to confirm Jonsen as the new chief on Dec. 11
and the city will need to finalize his public safety background requirements
before he starts on Jan. 9. A graduate in Occupational Studies at CSU-Long
Beach, Jonsen also holds a master’s in organizational leadership from Woodbury
University in Burbank.
Jonsen will replace Dennis Burns, who stepped down in December after 35 years
on the police force. Capt. Ron Watson, who has been serving as interim chief,
did not apply for the chief’s position.
Sidebar: Jonsen’s record as Menlo Park’s police chief
In his nearly five years as Menlo Park’s police chief, Bob Jonsen strengthened
the department’s policy on body-worn cameras and established a citizens
advisory committee. He has also seen his share of controversy, including three
lawsuits alleging improper actions by officers.
Feb. 15, 2013 — Jonsen began at Menlo Park.
Sept. 25, 2013 — Council approves Jonsen’s request to spend $127,682 for four
fixed-location surveillance cameras and three automatic license plate readers that
can record data on thousands of cars a day.
Nov. 12, 2013 — Hiruy Amanuel sues the department, claiming that during two
traffic stops (one before Jonsen started and the other after) he was harassed by
officers over his prior criminal conviction. He also claimed officers directed
“racist and derogatory slurs” at him.
Dec. 10, 2013 — Jonsen announces he wants to work with landlords to evict
known gangsters.
May 13, 2014 — Council votes 3-2, with council members Peter Ohtaki and
Catherine Carlton dissenting, to make it a crime for any police officer to violate
the city’s surveillance data ordinance. Jonsen called the ordinance “unnecessary.”
Aug. 2, 2014 — The department is sued by former cop Rolando Igno, who was
fired that April by Jonsen. Igno claimed that Jonsen should not have used issues
that had been resolved previously as reasons to fire him.
Nov. 11, 2014 — Three Menlo Park officers shoot and kill Jerry Lee Matheny,
who was confronted after a burglary. The three officers who were involved in the
shooting were later cleared by District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. A Post reporter
is told by witnesses at the shooting scene that they were instructed by Menlo
Park police not to talk to the press about the incident. Jonsen did not return Post
Editor Dave Price’s calls or emails about the gag order.
Jan. 29, 2015 — Councilman Ray Mueller blasts Jonsen and Cmdr. Dave Bertini
over the fact that the three officers involved in the Matheny shooting did not
have their body cameras on. “The one time we needed them on, they weren’t,”
Mueller said.
Aug. 5, 2015 — The Post published a report by Stanford journalism student
Farida Jhabvala Romero, who wrote about the number of people pulled over in
Menlo Park for having a suspended or revoked license. Of those pulled over,
seven out of 10 were racial minorities.
Capt. Dave Bertini denied that the department was targeting minorities, but did
say that low-income drivers come to the attention of officers because of
mechanical failures of their cars. The city’s towing fee was $300.
“If anyone were to suggest that this is going on for racial reasons I think that’s
asinine and bordering on slanderous,” Bertini told Romero.
May 5, 2016 — As a result of Romero’s story, council votes to reduce the
towing fee to $125.
Jan. 19, 2017 — Jonsen and Mayor Kirsten Keith announce that all officers will
go through “mindfulness” training in order for officers to face their discomforts
and overcome them, whether it be physical or emotional or even because of
biases, such as race or gender, and become more “emotionally available” to the
communities they serve.
Feb. 16, 2017 — A Redwood City man, Francisco Guevara, sues the city, saying
he spent two nights in jail despite having done nothing wrong. Guevara said he
probably wouldn’t have been arrested in the first place except that a man with the
same name and physical description had a warrant out for his arrest.
Aug. 28, 2017 — Tim Chamberlin sues the police department, saying he had
been forced to live in his car for almost a year after he was evicted



by Menlo Park police from the granny unit he was renting. Chamberlin contends
Menlo Park police erred by getting involved in a civil matter between the owners
of the home.
Nov. 7, 2017 — Council approves a $11.25 million agreement with Facebook so
the company can pay for six additional officers to patrol the east side. Jonsen
helped negotiate the agreement.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREVIOUS
Los Altos official proposes parcel tax to
renovate or rebuild library

Thanks, Mark and Aram. 

Aram - I remember how hard you worked to open the process before
Jonsen was hired.  You had easily uncovered much evidence of alleged
misdeeds committed by Jonsen during his previous job in Menlo Park.
You had brought those matters to the attention of the City Council, by
emailing, speaking out, and also publishing editorials in the press.  But
the City Council ignored you. Because the City Council followed the
secrecy route that you and so many community members (including me)
had denounced, Palo Alto chose a police chief that irreparably harmed
our town's public image and significantly harmed the police force and
city government's relationships with the community.  

During Jonsen's time in PA, our town has been sued a record amount of
times, our police force has committed a record number acts leading to
the perception of undue force, and has spent a record amount of money
in legal fees and settlements responding to these matters (not to
mention even police officers themselves filing baseless actions against
the city) -- all while actual crime has continued to rise. 

Now Shikada wants to repeat the broken process that led to the choice
of the least successful police chief in PA's recent history. 

I don't know about you, but I always believed the adage that a direct
route to failure is to repeat the same action expecting a different
result. On behalf of our community, Palo Alto deserves a better process
to select a police chief that is truly a good fit for our town.  Can't you
hear the residents demanding transparency and accountability?  Why
not give that to them? Whose side are you on? 

Best,
Rebecca

On Wed, May 25, 2022 at 3:07 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hiring process for police chief will be secret and behind closed doors. 

https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/city-stops-gun-store-from-opening/
https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com


Thanks Mark for keeping this critical conversation going. Our
continued public deliberations on the issue and the staff and
Castillega’s machinations—- deserve the most heightened
scrutiny. aram

P.S. In this morning’s Daily Post, page 4, Shikada announced the
hiring process for police chief will be secret behind closed doors.
We can’t let this happen. Again we must continue to push back on
Staff in order to achieve any degree of transparency. The staff
often appears to me to be members of a private corporation 
upholding the rights of the rich at the expense of those who
deserve justice. 

On May 25, 2022, at 1:11 PM, mark weiss
<earwopa@yahoo.com> wrote:


I met Rebecca Eisenberg for the first time in 2018,
walking our dogs, at Peers Park. I had noticed her
applications to BCCs. Since that time we’ve had
numerous conversations, mostly about public policy
and the law. (Sometimes, baseball or music). 
I’ve known Molly Stump longer but not as well. She
invited me to see her art-lights in her office, but
changed her mind. I think she’s done a satisfactory
job, over 10 years here. 
But Rebecca went to Stanford, and Harvard Law.
Molly Pomona and Cal. All fine schools, but given
our proximity to Hoover Tower, I’d wager Rebecca is
correct here, and Molly wrong:
Casti is bluffing, or a bad actor. 
We should be deliberating in public the assertions of
staff. 
Mark Weiss
In Palo Alto

Sent from my iPhone

On May 24, 2022, at 9:52 PM, Rebecca
Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:


I am told that Castilleja refers to Kol
Emeth instead of Etz Chayim for
garage precedent.
Kol Emeth is also zoned
for commercial uses.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/planning-
amp-development-services/file-
migration/current-planning/forms-
and-guidelines/zone-map-2021.pdf

Which brings up the bad-neighborly
fact that Castilleja is threatening
baseless 14th Amendment claims
against Palo Alto regarding the
garage. Should it file such a lawsuit,
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it will be dismissed on summary
judgment, if not sooner.  It is long-
established law that Zoning law does
not implicate 14th amendment
protection unless it was done in
order to impact a protected class,
including racial minorities, non-
dominant religions, and women.
Castilleja making this argument will
be viewed even worse than Woodside
claiming to be a mountain lion
protection area.  

As an aside, it violates Palo Alto
public policy that the Planning
Department continues to ignore PA's
sustainability goals. Failing to
measure the impact of the
groundwater removal and the tons of
cement used in constructing the
underground garage, and the
increase of cars on the street from
larger enrollment (as all previous
measures prove), was illegal of
them. Given that there is not yet a
sustainability commission, the
Planning Department is required to
consider the public interest in its
evaluations, including the
irreparable harm that would be
caused by millions of gallons of
groundwater pumping and cement.
That Jonathan Lait said with a
straight face that the construction
would not harm Palo Alto's progress
towards sustainability and harm
neighbor's quality of life is wholly
bizarre. Who would argue that?  And
his refusal to include (1) a no-garage
option and (2) an option where
Castilleja moves entirely or in part
(second campus) is reversible error.
No one thinks that Castilleja needs a
garage and can't afford a second
campus. All along Castilleja said that
neighbors want a garage, but
neighbors would much prefer no
cars on their street, and instead
want SHUTTLES like all other
private schools. Why would neighbors
want more car trips when they could
have NO car trips?
Castilleja's arguments never made
any sense.

Regardless, if Castilleja wants a
toxic, carbon-emitting,
environmentally hazardous
underground garage like Kol Emeth,
it can! It just needs to move to an
area zoned commercial, or mixed
use.  In fact, the Stanford Research
area has numerous empty corporate
campuses with enormous parking
lots, none of which can currently be
used for residential purposes due to



toxic waste from the HP Superfund
Site.  But they can be used for
commercial purposes, including a
school. The HP Campus at 1501 Page
Mill is perfect! Tesla is taking over
325,000 square feet of that campus,
leaving almost 300,000 feet for
Castilleja. (There are numerous
other sites as well.)

In the past, Palo Alto has made
harmful decisions, e.g. President
Hotel, out of fear of being sued.  The
President Hotel protected itself from
lawsuit by making settlement
agreements which included financial
compensation along with releases of
all rights to sue, so there was no
motivated and harmed plaintiff to
sue about the President Hotel.

But here, Castilleja spent (I'm told)
$12 million on lawyers, but has not
made any efforts to strike financial
deals with neighbors, so every
neighbor and impacted community
member has the right to sue, and
almost certainly will sue, if
Castilleja's garage is approved. 
And, every time that Palo Alto is
sued by citizens (rather than by big
businesses or the police force) IT
LOSES.  See, for example, the
Foothills Park case, the Utilities
Transfer case, and the many police
brutality cases that all cost PA
millions in legal fees and
settlements. Castilleja is bluffing. 
They have money to sue, and they
may sue, but they will lose even
more prestige in the community if
they do, and already Stanford
Admissions has started admitting
fewer of their students, many say.  

Anyway, here is one of many
explanations about how zoning does
not create constitutional cases, and
in California, it's even legal to spot
zone, if doing so is necessary to
protect the community interest --
and even to preserve the natural
environment. If Molly messes up this
case, she should be fired. (Hopefully
she is doing some rethinking of her
legal advice; she seemed very
agitated when she snapped at me
while having a "private meeting" with
Ed Shikada right after the hearing. At
the time she was two feet away from
Castilleja's attorneys, and Molly
should know that giving legal advice
in the presence of third parties
destroys the attorney-client privilege
and makes all of her advice
discoverable, including by public
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records act request, which I won't
file for, even though I could and
maybe should.) 

https://www.californialandusedevelopmentlaw.com/2020/01/09/citys-
general-plan-policies-allowing-
exemptions-from-zoning-
requirements-did-not-violate-
fourteenth-amendment-or-result-in-
spot-zoning/

Why am I so obsessed with
Castilleja?  Because I cannot stand
it when people lie - and dislike most
of all when the people and
companies with the most resources
use those resources to create false
narratives that convince
communities and individuals to act
against their own interests. E.g.
Trump, and others.

Best,
Rebecca

On Tue, May 24, 2022 at 4:04 PM
Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:

Dear All: 

First, I want to offer my
tremendous gratitude to Mayor
Burt, Vice Mayor Kou, and Council
Members Stone, Dubois, and
Filseth. I - and many others - are
grateful for the thoughtful and
articulate ways that you dug deep
into Castilleja's predicament, and -
- despite errors and omissions
made by our City Staff -- made
groundbreaking progress in
revealing a great deal of the truth
surrounding Castilleja proposed
unprecedentedly large
development on lots zones R1 in
the middle one of our most
admired and desired (of many)
residential neighborhoods in our
beautiful town of Palo Alto. Your
hard work made a very positive
impact on our community.
Speaking personally, it was
monumental to feel heard and
understood. This is local
government at its best.

In that regard, I submit my factual
correction of today's (otherwise
mostly great!) article in today's
Palo Alto online
at: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-
alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-
growth-plan .  I also submit a few
supporting documents
demonstrating (1) that City
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Manager Keane commenced
revocation hearings in 2013 and (2)
that Nancy Kaufman proposed a
compliance schedule (which she
later disregarded); and (3) that the
parties decided in 2013 that if
Castilleja did not comply with its
existing CUP, that its CUP would be
revoked (next time for serious).   I
believe that you agree with my
corrections, given that your
questions uncovered the truth
about Castilleja's violations and
potentially its motivations, that we
now better understand.

I also offer my profound gratitude
to City Council for its repeated
insistence that it cannot rationally
determine the impact of
Castilleja's application, if
approved, on the community,
without a thorough Construction
Plan. Given Castilleja's long history
of aspirational promises and 2
decades of under-delivery on those
promises, I agree strongly with
your (indisputable) conclusion that
we cannot simply take Castilleja's
word that its unprecedented
construction project in the middle
of a single family home
neighborhood would be  "climate
neutral or climate positive" and
"not harmful to the community."  

I imagine that Castilleja's army of
lawyers have already descended
upon Jonathan Lait, so I hope he
can respond by reminding
Castilleja that without a thorough
and detailed construction plan,
Castilleja cannot rationally
expect that its application would
be approved. 

In particular, I am perhaps most
grateful for the reminder from the
Mayor (with agreement from the
vice mayor and other 3 council
members) that there is no
precedent for a private school of
Castilleja's size and density existing
in a R-1 neighborhood, and there
even is no precedent of a private
school with Castilleja's proposed
density in any neighborhood -
commercially zoned (like Eytz
Chayim) or not. (The reason, of
course, that our Muni Code did not
address an underground
commercial garage in a residential
neighborhood is due to the fact
that such a profoundly
inappropriate facility would never
exist in a residential neighborhood



and certainly does not exist in a R-
1 neighborhood in Palo Alto.  As a
reminder, Eytz Chayim is NOT
located in a residential
neighborhood, but rather is
zoned commercially.  Therefore,
Castilleja's constant comparisons to
Eytz Chayim are wholly misplaced.

Because of the potential impact of
Castilleja's construction --
especially the unavoidable harm to
our natural environment and to
Castilleja's neighbors -- that would
be caused by the construction of
Castilleja's underground garage, I
also also attach a legal cite to the
Palo Alto Municipal Code section,
which clarifies that a CUP shall not
be given if it causes harm, or even
inconvenience, to the community. 
I am extremely grateful that
Council demanded a Construction
Plan from Castilleja last night, and
I wholly agree with Council's
determination that the extent to
which Castilleja's construction will
impact the neighborhood cannot be
measured unless and until a
thorough description of that plan is
provided.  When Castilleja provides
that plan - which should be before
the next meeting if they
reasonably expect resolution the
matter - then I believe that City
Council may find that Castilleja's
construction plan will cause
significant "harm and
inconvenience" to the
neighborhood which would render
the recommendation of the CUP
illegal, because per the Code, the
City has no right to approve a CUP
that causes harm (or
inconvenience) to the
neighborhood. 

(Fortunately, Castilleja truly does
NOT need a garage.  Neighbors
would be FAR happier if fewer cars
drove down the street -- no matter
where those cars park. Castilleja
should eliminate parking altogether
at its campus, like Nueva and many
other comparable schools, and
instead, also like Nueva and most
others, provide a robust system of
private shuttles. This should not
even cost Castilleja any money --
and would SAVE all of the
construction costs of the garage! --
as most of these schools pass on
the cost of the shuttle to parents,
who, excited for the opportunity of
their children to be able to attend
such prestigious and superior



schools, are happy to pay the
costs. Remember, 80% of Castilleja
families pay full freight tuition of
almost $60,000/year, and the
garage is intended to serve the
cars owned by these teenage girls,
so clearly those families can afford
to chip in to a shuttle.) 

Below is my submitted correction
to Palo Alto Online's mis-statement
that Castilleja is now in
compliance -- because as Jonathan
Lait confirmed, it is still in
violation of its CUP.  I also correct
the statement that the legal
violations culminated in 2013,
because as Lait confirmed,
Castilleja's legal violations -- from
which it benefits approximately $2
million/year in illegally gained
revenues through over-enrollment -
- continue today.

Thank you for your consideration,
and thank you again for your
exceptional work on behalf of the
Palo Alto Community last night!

Best, 

Rebecca
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
Date: Tue, May 24, 2022 at 3:18 PM
Subject: Castilleja article - thank you,
and quick correction (with longer
explanation!)
To: Bill Johnson
<bjohnson@paweekly.com>, Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>
Cc: Andie Reed
<andiezreed@gmail.com>

Hi Bill and Gennady - 

I hope you are well! It was nice to
see you, Gennady, after the City
Council meeting last night
(although you seemed confused
when I said hello? Seems
reasonable as I think you were
trying to catch a remaining council
member).  I REALLY appreciate
your thorough coverage of this
complicated and extremely
important issue. 

I know you were working under an
extremely tight deadline to get this
article out this morning, and
overall I think you did a great job,
for which I am grateful. That said,
there is one sentence I am hoping
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you can correct, because that
sentence gets to the heart of how
and why many of us believe that
the City has been providing
extraordinarily large and
unprecedented special treatment
to Castilleja, by allowing Castilleja
to increase its annual revenues by
approximately $2 million/year
through intentional violation of its
CUP enrollment cap - violations
that have continued for 22 years,
and which continue today.

This is the problematic sentence:  

Many alluded to the school's
failure in the past to comply
with its enrollment cap, a
violation that culminated in
a $285,000 fine in 2013. 

Which I think should be replaced
with something like: 

Many alluded to the
school's 20-year failure to
comply with its enrollment
cap, a violation that exists
to this day, as confirmed by
Jonathan Lait in last
night's meeting, and which
has resulted in Castilleja
receiving significantly more
revenue in tuition than the
amount to which it is legally
entitled*. (*although Castilleja is tax-exempt, it
is not charitable, it lacks a public benefit, and its tax
records suggest that it is profitable)
(The last parts of that 'corrected version' are merely
aspirational, of course.) 

Here is why I believe that the
insinuation that Castilleja is in
compliance is worthy of correction.
I provide backup support,
and Andie Reed, cc'd, can confirm,
as she and her group of neighbors
and friends have spent years
gathering public records and trying
to educate our leadership, and she
deserves much credit for the
tremendous breakthrough that
happened last night when five of
the city council members put
Jonathan Lait and Nancy Kaufman
on the seat, asking them tough
questions and assessing the (often
inadequate) responses. What a
great night!  

Here is why that sentence deserves
a re-write (along with later
references to

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2013/09/30/city-orders-headcount-reduction-fine-against-castilleja


Castilleja's continuing violations):

1.  Castilleja's violations are not
in the past.  As Lydia Kou and
others asked, and Jonathan Lait
confirmed, Castilleja still is in
violation of its existing CUP -- as
it has been for more than 20
years.  This is a very important
distinction because those of us who
argue that Castilleja should be held
to the same rules as other
businesses and residences in Palo
Alto continue to point out that
Castilleja has not come into
compliance with its 415 enrollment
cap in more than 20 years, despite
Nancy Kaufman having made
numerous promises, some of them
contractually binding (in my legal
opinion, as well as the opinion of
Jim Keane and others with whom I
spoke about the matter), to come
into compliance.  That is a big
reason that we do not believe that
Castilleja should be able to
increase its cap immediately to
450, as it never complied with its
current cap of 415, despite having
its CUP almost revoked in 2013 due
to its over-enrollment.

2. Similarly, these violations did
not "culminate in 2013" with the
significantly reduced fine. 
Culmination indicates a resolution
or peak, neither of which occurred
in 2013 - rather, when occurred in
2013, per attached, was that the
City Manager Jim Keane
commenced revocation hearings,
which Castilleja negotiated or
bullied its way out of.  And,
notably, that fine was a vastly
reduced figure given by Palo Alto,
apparently (so I was told) in
exchange for Castilleja making a
promise that if it did not reduce its
enrollment to 415 by 2016,
Castilleja would leave Palo Alto.  

As a reminder, Palo Alto's Municipal
Code provides for statutory
damages for code violation (like
virtually all similarly situated
cities) at $500 per violation per
day. Although these code sections
provide for a two-year reachback
when it is the fault of the City for
not assessing the fines, in 2013, it
was the fault of Castilleja that Palo
Alto had not fined Castilleja.
Castilleja had been intentionally
understating its enrollment
(Kaufman explained this as
"confusion" over what is



"enrollment." She claimed she had
used "average daily attendance"
instead of "enrollment," but the
Planning Commission and Jim
Keane correctly rejected her
explanation.  

For most of the previous years.
Castilleja has had between 20 and
40 students over
enrollment, averaging over 30 (I
can provide for you the actual
enrollment numbers ultimately
released by Castilleja if you like).
But using a conservative 30
students over Castilleja's legal cap,
that means that Castilleja has
accrued statutory fines of 30
violations times $500/day =
$15,000/day.  Given that Castilleja
describes that it is open
approximately 300 days/year,
means that Castilleja, under Palo
Alto's Municipal Code, should have
been assessed $4.5 Million a year.* 

(*Here is an article in the Palo Alto Weekly referencing
these municipal code penalties, which amount to $500-
$5000 per day per
violation: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/03/06/penalties-
likely-to-stand-for-edgewood-owner ) (I also am happy
to provide you the code sections)

$4.5 million a year may seem a
high assessment for a private
school (even a profitable one like
Castilleja), but those fines serve a
purpose.  Castilleja charges almost
$60,000/year and only offers
(mostly partial) financial support to
20% of its students
(Castilleja's website now claims
21%, but the amount of aid it
provides has not gone up).  

This means that while Castilleja
continues to be overenrolled, it
benefits financially by its legal
violations. For example, at 30
students over enrollment,
Castilleja increases its guaranteed
revenue -- apart from the
donations to the school fund and
capital fund that are expected of
private school parents (I know this
as a former private school parent
myself) -- by an additional $1.8
MILLION, not including donations to
its school fund and capital fund
(which has raised $100 million).  

As community members pointed
out, enforcement of the
enrollment cap is the ONLY
incentive that Castilleja has to
comply with the law and its CUP. 
Castilleja has been bringing in
millions of dollars illegally through
over enrollment for more than 20
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years, so it IS extremely material
and essential for the accurate
reporting of this story to make it
clear that Castilleja STILL is
violating Palo Alto's zoning laws (in
ways beyond enrollment, e.g.
providing false information re
square footage, as some mentioned
last) as well as Castilleja's existing
CUP. 

What I recommend for the
sentence above is the following: 

Many alluded to the
school's 20-year failure to
comply with its enrollment cap,
a violation that exists to this
day, as confirmed by Jonathan
Lait in last night's meeting. 

In sum, Palo Alto's city government
has allowed Castilleja to continue
to benefit financially (as much as
$2.4 million/year during the many
years Castilleja was at 40 student
over-enrollment), without any
Municipal Code enforcement.  Had
the City enforced our muni codes
against Castilleja as it does
regularly against residential
applicants, our General Fund would
have had millions of dollars more
every year.  (This is the basis of one of the many
causes of action against the city that residents have
been discussing with their attorneys. There is a third
party cause of action plus attorneys fees under the false
claims act, for example, among other state laws that
address this kind of problem). 

That is why it is essential to point
out that Castilleja is still in
violation of its existing CUP, that it
never was in compliance, and that
Castilleja is benefitting
financially from its illegal actions.

Please reach out to me if you have
any questions about this.  Also, I
can put you in touch with a lawyer
who handles municipal finance at a
law firm, if you like.  

No matter where you stand on
Castilleja's right to benefit
financially from its CUP violations,
I beg you to correct your article to
clarify that Castilleja may have
paid a reduced fine, but it never
came into compliance, even though
it promised it would agree to CUP
revocation if it did not reduce its
enrollment to 415.  A few of the
letters between Castilleja and the
City are attached, starting with the
time when Jim Keane commenced



CUP revocation against Castilleja in
2013.  

Thank you for considering.  I
thought that emailing you directly
would be more helpful than posting
a comment on the board, given
that my correction is easily
confirmable, and an  easy fix for
you to make. 

Thank you again for your
responsive and thorough coverage
of the many issues that impact our
community of Palo Alto! 

Best, 
Rebecca Eisenberg
415-235-8078

Rebecca Eisenberg, Esq.
Principal & Founder

Netskink Positive Impact Investments
Private Client Legal Services

www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
rebecca@privateclientlegal.com

415-235-8078
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Winter Dellenbach;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky; supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org;
Sajid Khan; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; dennis burns; Diana Diamond; Dave Price; Emily Mibach; Braden Cartwright; Bill Johnson; Gennady
Sheyner; Shikada, Ed

Cc: mark weiss; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Council, City; Andie Reed; Kerry Yarkin; Pat Burt; Tom DuBois tom.dubois@gmail.com; Filseth, Eric
(Internal); Lait, Jonathan; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Curtis Smolar; Alison Cormack; greg@gregtanaka.org; Vara
Ramakrishnan; Jonsen, Robert; Sean Allen

Subject: Re: Why we must have an open and transparent hiring process for Palo Alto’s next police chief
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 10:57:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

More on the damage caused by current police chief Robert Jonsen

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/print/story/2022/03/18/residents-demand-more-transparency-accountability-in-
next-police-chief 

On May 25, 2022, at 10:28 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


Hi Rebecca,

You are absolutely correct. All of the warning signs that Robert Jonson would be an unmitigated
disaster as Palo Alto’s next police chief were all there before he ever stepped foot in Palo Alto. See
the Daily Post piece below dated 11-14 2017 for details.

We must push back hard, public protests whatever actions we can take, to push No Transparency
and No Democracy city manager Ed Shikada into bringing at least the three finalists for police chief
before the city council and our community so the candidates can be thoroughly vetted before one of
them is selected as our next chief. 

aram  

Palo Alto hires Menlo Park’s police chief
November 14, 2017 12:23 am
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BY ALLISON LEVITSKY
Daily Post Staff Writer
Menlo Park Police Chief Bob Jonsen will leave the department after almost five years
to serve as Palo Alto’s new police chief, Palo Alto City Manager Jim
Keene announced yesterday (Nov. 13).
“His deep experience in a nearby city and increasingly senior and complex assignments
in all aspects of law enforcement bring extraordinary value to the position of police
chief,” Keene said in a statement. “We look forward to having him join Palo Alto to
lead our stellar police department.”
Jonsen has been lauded by elected officials and community members, not all of whom
agree with him, as approachable, charismatic and easy to work with.
“He’s done a great job in Menlo Park and I think that shows. That’s why he got picked
up by Palo Alto,” Menlo Park Mayor Kristen Keith told the Post. “We’ll miss him.
He’s done a great job.”
Jonsen is also no stranger to controversy. During his time as chief, Menlo Park police
have received complaints about over-policing and racial profiling.
Jonsen’s ushering in of license plate readers and Tasers in his first few months on the
job raised concerns about privacy and police use of force.
On Nov. 11, 2014, three Menlo Park police officers shot armed, meth-addled burglar
Jerry Lee Matheny to death with their body-worn cameras turned off.
And from 2011 to 2013, Jonsen was the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
station chief in Lancaster, which settled with the Justice Department on April 28, 2015,
over allegations of harassment of blacks and others in public housing.
“I never really cared much for him,” said Matt Henry, former president of the
neighborhood association of Belle Haven, ground zero for much of Menlo Park’s
violent crime and most of its complaints of over-policing and racial profiling.

‘A big mess’
Henry worked in the Antelope Valley when Jonsen was the sheriff’s station chief in
Lancaster.
“His reputation was horrible, the way he treated people. Not personally, but some of the
policies that they had down there,” Henry said. “It was a big mess down there, and he
got out just before the Justice Department came.”
In a June 2013 report, the Justice Department said that deputies had showed up for
inspections with as many as nine officers, sometimes with guns drawn.
In 2015, Jonsen told the Post that he was brought into the station after an investigation
into the abuses was already underway, and worked with his superiors to help the
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department become more accountable.
Aram James, a police watchdog and former Santa Clara County assistant public
defender, said he hoped that Jonsen would sit down with him to talk about racial
profiling in Menlo Park, the dangers of Tasers and the public’s limited access to body-
worn camera footage via the Public Records Act.
“Is he willing to take a look at how bad that policy looks to the public?” James said.
“That doesn’t make his leadership transformative in this time when there’s so much
focus on police misconduct.”

Transparency efforts
But Jonsen says he’s ushered transparency into the department.
“Since 2013, I think this department has become one of the most innovative in the
region, and definitely one of the most transparent,” Jonsen told the Post yesterday.
Menlo Park was one of the first cities in the region to bring in body-worn cameras, and
in May 2016, the city joined the White House’s Police Data Initiative, releasing data on
calls for service, traffic stops and personnel demographics on the city’s website. The
police department’s policy was posted online in 2013.
Jonsen also started a mindfulness and compassion training for officers, which he says
should have a positive effect on police-community relations.
“I think our relationships have always been really good with the community,” Jonsen
said. “There have been conversations on racial profiling, and we’ve been open to the
community, talking with the community about their concerns.”

Body-worn camera policy
After the 2014 police shooting in Menlo Park, Jonsen says he strenghened the body-
worn camera policy to require officers to turn on their cameras before they arrive at a
scene. The cameras were off during the shooting because it happened immediately after
they arrived at the scene, not leaving them time to turn on their cameras.
San Mateo County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said Jonsen was “superb”
throughout the investigation into the shooting.
Wagstaffe, a Menlo Park resident, said that Jonsen had raised morale about policing in
town and ensures that the department “does good work for their community.”
Belle Haven resident Pam Jones said she was a fan of Jonsen.
“He’s been really working hard to develop a good rapport with the city, and particularly
here in Belle Haven. Palo Alto is very fortunate,” Jones told the Post.

‘A consummate professional’
Menlo Park Councilman Ray Mueller said he disagreed with Jonsen’s approach with
license plate readers and traffic cameras. He also took issue with the city accepting $9
million over five years to hire six additional police officers, which council approved on
Nov. 7.
But, Mueller said, Jonsen worked through disagreement productively and without
confrontation.
“He’s always taken my concerns very seriously and always worked with them to be
accommodating, so that we could reach outcomes that would serve the benefit of our
residents,” Mueller told the Post. “He is a consummate professional and, on top of that,
he’s just a really good man. I’m not surprised that we lost him, and we’re really going
to miss him.”
Stuart Soffer, a former Menlo Park planning commissioner and Finance and Audit
Committee member, said he completed the citizens’ police academy and thought
Jonsen was personable and a “great manager.”
“I always thought he would make a great city manager,” Soffer said.
Mueller had another idea for Jonsen’s next career move as a police chief.
“I think Bob, frankly, will end up in a city even larger than Palo Alto, eventually,”
Mueller said.

Salary
Jonsen’s salary has been set at $260,000 with a monthly housing rental stipend of
$3,000 a month for 18 months.
The rental stipend will “allow him to maximize the time on the job and to fully
immerse himself in the Palo Alto community as he builds relationships that are key as
he assumes this new position,” according to a statement by city spokeswoman Claudia



Keith.
Palo Alto City Council will have to confirm Jonsen as the new chief on Dec. 11 and the
city will need to finalize his public safety background requirements before he starts on
Jan. 9. A graduate in Occupational Studies at CSU-Long Beach, Jonsen also holds a
master’s in organizational leadership from Woodbury University in Burbank.
Jonsen will replace Dennis Burns, who stepped down in December after 35 years on the
police force. Capt. Ron Watson, who has been serving as interim chief, did not apply
for the chief’s position.
Sidebar: Jonsen’s record as Menlo Park’s police chief
In his nearly five years as Menlo Park’s police chief, Bob Jonsen strengthened the
department’s policy on body-worn cameras and established a citizens advisory
committee. He has also seen his share of controversy, including three lawsuits alleging
improper actions by officers.
Feb. 15, 2013 — Jonsen began at Menlo Park.
Sept. 25, 2013 — Council approves Jonsen’s request to spend $127,682 for four fixed-
location surveillance cameras and three automatic license plate readers that can record
data on thousands of cars a day.
Nov. 12, 2013 — Hiruy Amanuel sues the department, claiming that during two traffic
stops (one before Jonsen started and the other after) he was harassed by officers over
his prior criminal conviction. He also claimed officers directed “racist and derogatory
slurs” at him.
Dec. 10, 2013 — Jonsen announces he wants to work with landlords to evict known
gangsters.
May 13, 2014 — Council votes 3-2, with council members Peter Ohtaki and Catherine
Carlton dissenting, to make it a crime for any police officer to violate the city’s
surveillance data ordinance. Jonsen called the ordinance “unnecessary.”
Aug. 2, 2014 — The department is sued by former cop Rolando Igno, who was fired
that April by Jonsen. Igno claimed that Jonsen should not have used issues that had
been resolved previously as reasons to fire him.
Nov. 11, 2014 — Three Menlo Park officers shoot and kill Jerry Lee Matheny, who
was confronted after a burglary. The three officers who were involved in the shooting
were later cleared by District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. A Post reporter is told by
witnesses at the shooting scene that they were instructed by Menlo Park police not to
talk to the press about the incident. Jonsen did not return Post Editor Dave Price’s calls
or emails about the gag order.
Jan. 29, 2015 — Councilman Ray Mueller blasts Jonsen and Cmdr. Dave Bertini over
the fact that the three officers involved in the Matheny shooting did not have their body
cameras on. “The one time we needed them on, they weren’t,” Mueller said.
Aug. 5, 2015 — The Post published a report by Stanford journalism student Farida
Jhabvala Romero, who wrote about the number of people pulled over in Menlo Park for
having a suspended or revoked license. Of those pulled over, seven out of 10 were
racial minorities.
Capt. Dave Bertini denied that the department was targeting minorities, but did say that
low-income drivers come to the attention of officers because of mechanical failures of
their cars. The city’s towing fee was $300.
“If anyone were to suggest that this is going on for racial reasons I think that’s asinine
and bordering on slanderous,” Bertini told Romero.
May 5, 2016 — As a result of Romero’s story, council votes to reduce the towing fee
to $125.
Jan. 19, 2017 — Jonsen and Mayor Kirsten Keith announce that all officers will go
through “mindfulness” training in order for officers to face their discomforts and
overcome them, whether it be physical or emotional or even because of biases, such as
race or gender, and become more “emotionally available” to the communities they
serve.
Feb. 16, 2017 — A Redwood City man, Francisco Guevara, sues the city, saying he
spent two nights in jail despite having done nothing wrong. Guevara said he probably
wouldn’t have been arrested in the first place except that a man with the same name
and physical description had a warrant out for his arrest.



Aug. 28, 2017 — Tim Chamberlin sues the police department, saying he had
been forced to live in his car for almost a year after he was evicted
by Menlo Park police from the granny unit he was renting. Chamberlin contends Menlo
Park police erred by getting involved in a civil matter between the owners of the home.
Nov. 7, 2017 — Council approves a $11.25 million agreement with Facebook so the
company can pay for six additional officers to patrol the east side. Jonsen helped
negotiate the agreement.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREVIOUS
Los Altos official proposes parcel tax to
renovate or rebuild library

Thanks, Mark and Aram. 

Aram - I remember how hard you worked to open the process before Jonsen
was hired.  You had easily uncovered much evidence of alleged misdeeds
committed by Jonsen during his previous job in Menlo Park. You had brought
those matters to the attention of the City Council, by emailing, speaking out,
and also publishing editorials in the press.  But the City Council ignored you.
Because the City Council followed the secrecy route that you and so many
community members (including me) had denounced, Palo Alto chose a police
chief that irreparably harmed our town's public image and significantly
harmed the police force and city government's relationships with the
community.  

During Jonsen's time in PA, our town has been sued a record amount of times,
our police force has committed a record number acts leading to the
perception of undue force, and has spent a record amount of money in legal
fees and settlements responding to these matters (not to mention even police
officers themselves filing baseless actions against the city) -- all while actual
crime has continued to rise. 

Now Shikada wants to repeat the broken process that led to the choice of
the least successful police chief in PA's recent history. 

I don't know about you, but I always believed the adage that a direct route to
failure is to repeat the same action expecting a different result. On behalf of
our community, Palo Alto deserves a better process to select a police chief
that is truly a good fit for our town.  Can't you hear the residents demanding
transparency and accountability?  Why not give that to them? Whose side are
you on? 

Best,
Rebecca

https://padailypost.com/2017/11/14/los-altos-official-proposes-parcel-tax-to-renovate-or-rebuild-library/
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On Wed, May 25, 2022 at 3:07 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hiring process for police chief will be secret and behind closed doors. 

Thanks Mark for keeping this critical conversation going. Our continued
public deliberations on the issue and the staff and Castillega’s
machinations—- deserve the most heightened scrutiny. aram

P.S. In this morning’s Daily Post, page 4, Shikada announced the hiring
process for police chief will be secret behind closed doors. We can’t let
this happen. Again we must continue to push back on Staff in order to
achieve any degree of transparency. The staff often appears to me to be
members of a private corporation 
upholding the rights of the rich at the expense of those who deserve
justice. 

On May 25, 2022, at 1:11 PM, mark weiss
<earwopa@yahoo.com> wrote:


I met Rebecca Eisenberg for the first time in 2018, walking
our dogs, at Peers Park. I had noticed her applications to
BCCs. Since that time we’ve had numerous conversations,
mostly about public policy and the law. (Sometimes,
baseball or music). 
I’ve known Molly Stump longer but not as well. She invited
me to see her art-lights in her office, but changed her mind. I
think she’s done a satisfactory job, over 10 years here. 
But Rebecca went to Stanford, and Harvard Law. Molly
Pomona and Cal. All fine schools, but given our proximity
to Hoover Tower, I’d wager Rebecca is correct here, and
Molly wrong:
Casti is bluffing, or a bad actor. 
We should be deliberating in public the assertions of staff. 
Mark Weiss
In Palo Alto

Sent from my iPhone

On May 24, 2022, at 9:52 PM, Rebecca
Eisenberg <rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
wrote:


I am told that Castilleja refers to Kol
Emeth instead of Etz Chayim for garage
precedent.
Kol Emeth is also zoned for commercial
uses.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/planning-
amp-development-services/file-
migration/current-planning/forms-and-
guidelines/zone-map-2021.pdf
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Which brings up the bad-neighborly fact
that Castilleja is threatening baseless 14th
Amendment claims against Palo Alto
regarding the garage. Should it file such a
lawsuit, it will be dismissed on summary
judgment, if not sooner.  It is long-
established law that Zoning law does not
implicate 14th amendment protection
unless it was done in order to impact a
protected class, including racial
minorities, non-dominant religions, and
women. Castilleja making this argument
will be viewed even worse than Woodside
claiming to be a mountain lion protection
area.  

As an aside, it violates Palo Alto public
policy that the Planning Department
continues to ignore PA's sustainability
goals. Failing to measure the impact of
the groundwater removal and the tons of
cement used in constructing the
underground garage, and the increase of
cars on the street from larger enrollment
(as all previous measures prove), was
illegal of them. Given that there is not yet
a sustainability commission, the Planning
Department is required to consider the
public interest in its evaluations, including
the irreparable harm that would be caused
by millions of gallons of groundwater
pumping and cement. That Jonathan Lait
said with a straight face that the
construction would not harm Palo Alto's
progress towards sustainability and harm
neighbor's quality of life is wholly bizarre.
Who would argue that?  And his refusal to
include (1) a no-garage option and (2) an
option where Castilleja moves entirely or
in part (second campus) is reversible
error. No one thinks that Castilleja needs
a garage and can't afford a second
campus. All along Castilleja said that
neighbors want a garage, but neighbors
would much prefer no cars on their
street, and instead want SHUTTLES like
all other private schools. Why would
neighbors want more car trips when they
could have NO car trips?
Castilleja's arguments never made any
sense.

Regardless, if Castilleja wants a toxic,
carbon-emitting, environmentally
hazardous underground garage like Kol
Emeth, it can! It just needs to move to an
area zoned commercial, or mixed use. 
In fact, the Stanford Research area has
numerous empty corporate campuses with
enormous parking lots, none of which can
currently be used for residential purposes
due to toxic waste from the HP Superfund
Site.  But they can be used for commercial



purposes, including a school. The HP
Campus at 1501 Page Mill is perfect! Tesla
is taking over 325,000 square feet of that
campus, leaving almost 300,000 feet for
Castilleja. (There are numerous other sites
as well.)

In the past, Palo Alto has made harmful
decisions, e.g. President Hotel, out of fear
of being sued.  The President Hotel
protected itself from lawsuit by making
settlement agreements which included
financial compensation along with releases
of all rights to sue, so there was no
motivated and harmed plaintiff to sue
about the President Hotel.

But here, Castilleja spent (I'm told) $12
million on lawyers, but has not made any
efforts to strike financial deals with
neighbors, so every neighbor and
impacted community member has the
right to sue, and almost certainly will
sue, if Castilleja's garage is approved. 
And, every time that Palo Alto is sued by
citizens (rather than by big businesses or
the police force) IT LOSES.  See, for
example, the Foothills Park case, the
Utilities Transfer case, and the many
police brutality cases that all cost PA
millions in legal fees and settlements.
Castilleja is bluffing.  They have money to
sue, and they may sue, but they will lose
even more prestige in the community if
they do, and already Stanford Admissions
has started admitting fewer of their
students, many say.  

Anyway, here is one of many explanations
about how zoning does not create
constitutional cases, and in California, it's
even legal to spot zone, if doing so is
necessary to protect the community
interest -- and even to preserve the
natural environment. If Molly messes up
this case, she should be fired. (Hopefully
she is doing some rethinking of her legal
advice; she seemed very agitated when
she snapped at me while having a "private
meeting" with Ed Shikada right after the
hearing. At the time she was two feet
away from Castilleja's attorneys, and Molly
should know that giving legal advice in the
presence of third parties destroys the
attorney-client privilege and makes all of
her advice discoverable, including by
public records act request, which I won't
file for, even though I could and maybe
should.) 

https://www.californialandusedevelopmentlaw.com/2020/01/09/citys-
general-plan-policies-allowing-
exemptions-from-zoning-requirements-
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did-not-violate-fourteenth-amendment-or-
result-in-spot-zoning/

Why am I so obsessed with Castilleja? 
Because I cannot stand it when people
lie - and dislike most of all when the
people and companies with the most
resources use those resources to create
false narratives that convince communities
and individuals to act against their own
interests. E.g. Trump, and others.

Best,
Rebecca

On Tue, May 24, 2022 at 4:04 PM Rebecca
Eisenberg <rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
wrote:

Dear All: 

First, I want to offer my tremendous
gratitude to Mayor Burt, Vice Mayor Kou,
and Council Members Stone, Dubois, and
Filseth. I - and many others - are
grateful for the thoughtful and
articulate ways that you dug deep into
Castilleja's predicament, and -- despite
errors and omissions made by our City
Staff -- made groundbreaking progress in
revealing a great deal of the truth
surrounding Castilleja proposed
unprecedentedly large development on
lots zones R1 in the middle one of our
most admired and desired (of many)
residential neighborhoods in our
beautiful town of Palo Alto. Your hard
work made a very positive impact on our
community. Speaking personally, it was
monumental to feel heard and
understood. This is local government at
its best.

In that regard, I submit my factual
correction of today's (otherwise mostly
great!) article in today's Palo Alto online
at: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-
alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-
growth-plan .  I also submit a few
supporting documents demonstrating (1)
that City Manager Keane commenced
revocation hearings in 2013 and (2) that
Nancy Kaufman proposed a compliance
schedule (which she later disregarded);
and (3) that the parties decided in 2013
that if Castilleja did not comply with its
existing CUP, that its CUP would be
revoked (next time for serious).   I
believe that you agree with my
corrections, given that your questions
uncovered the truth about Castilleja's
violations and potentially its
motivations, that we now better

https://www.californialandusedevelopmentlaw.com/2020/01/09/citys-general-plan-policies-allowing-exemptions-from-zoning-requirements-did-not-violate-fourteenth-amendment-or-result-in-spot-zoning/
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understand.

I also offer my profound gratitude to
City Council for its repeated insistence
that it cannot rationally determine the
impact of Castilleja's application, if
approved, on the community, without a
thorough Construction Plan. Given
Castilleja's long history of aspirational
promises and 2 decades of under-
delivery on those promises, I agree
strongly with your (indisputable)
conclusion that we cannot simply take
Castilleja's word that its unprecedented
construction project in the middle of a
single family home neighborhood would
be  "climate neutral or climate positive"
and "not harmful to the community."  

I imagine that Castilleja's army of
lawyers have already descended upon
Jonathan Lait, so I hope he can
respond by reminding Castilleja that
without a thorough and detailed
construction plan, Castilleja cannot
rationally expect that its application
would be approved. 

In particular, I am perhaps most grateful
for the reminder from the Mayor (with
agreement from the vice mayor and
other 3 council members) that there is
no precedent for a private school of
Castilleja's size and density existing in a
R-1 neighborhood, and there even is no
precedent of a private school with
Castilleja's proposed density in any
neighborhood - commercially zoned (like
Eytz Chayim) or not. (The reason, of
course, that our Muni Code did not
address an underground commercial
garage in a residential neighborhood is
due to the fact that such a profoundly
inappropriate facility would never exist
in a residential neighborhood and
certainly does not exist in a R-1
neighborhood in Palo Alto.  As a
reminder, Eytz Chayim is NOT located
in a residential neighborhood, but
rather is zoned commercially. 
Therefore, Castilleja's constant
comparisons to Eytz Chayim are wholly
misplaced.

Because of the potential impact of
Castilleja's construction -- especially the
unavoidable harm to our natural
environment and to Castilleja's neighbors
-- that would be caused by the
construction of Castilleja's underground
garage, I also also attach a legal cite to
the Palo Alto Municipal Code section,
which clarifies that a CUP shall not be



given if it causes harm, or even
inconvenience, to the community.  I am
extremely grateful that Council
demanded a Construction Plan from
Castilleja last night, and I wholly agree
with Council's determination that the
extent to which Castilleja's construction
will impact the neighborhood cannot be
measured unless and until a thorough
description of that plan is provided. 
When Castilleja provides that plan -
which should be before the next meeting
if they reasonably expect resolution the
matter - then I believe that City Council
may find that Castilleja's construction
plan will cause significant "harm and
inconvenience" to the neighborhood
which would render the recommendation
of the CUP illegal, because per the
Code, the City has no right to approve a
CUP that causes harm (or inconvenience)
to the neighborhood. 

(Fortunately, Castilleja truly does NOT
need a garage.  Neighbors would be FAR
happier if fewer cars drove down the
street -- no matter where those cars
park. Castilleja should eliminate parking
altogether at its campus, like Nueva and
many other comparable schools, and
instead, also like Nueva and most others,
provide a robust system of private
shuttles. This should not even cost
Castilleja any money -- and would SAVE
all of the construction costs of the
garage! -- as most of these schools pass
on the cost of the shuttle to parents,
who, excited for the opportunity of their
children to be able to attend such
prestigious and superior schools, are
happy to pay the costs. Remember, 80%
of Castilleja families pay full freight
tuition of almost $60,000/year, and the
garage is intended to serve the cars
owned by these teenage girls, so clearly
those families can afford to chip in to a
shuttle.) 

Below is my submitted correction to Palo
Alto Online's mis-statement that
Castilleja is now in compliance --
because as Jonathan Lait confirmed, it is
still in violation of its CUP.  I also
correct the statement that the legal
violations culminated in 2013, because
as Lait confirmed,
Castilleja's legal violations -- from which
it benefits approximately $2
million/year in illegally gained revenues
through over-enrollment -- continue
today.

Thank you for your consideration, and



thank you again for your exceptional
work on behalf of the Palo Alto
Community last night!

Best, 

Rebecca
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
Date: Tue, May 24, 2022 at 3:18 PM
Subject: Castilleja article - thank you, and
quick correction (with longer explanation!)
To: Bill Johnson
<bjohnson@paweekly.com>, Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>
Cc: Andie Reed <andiezreed@gmail.com>

Hi Bill and Gennady - 

I hope you are well! It was nice to see
you, Gennady, after the City Council
meeting last night (although you seemed
confused when I said hello? Seems
reasonable as I think you were trying to
catch a remaining council member).  I
REALLY appreciate your thorough
coverage of this complicated and
extremely important issue. 

I know you were working under an
extremely tight deadline to get this
article out this morning, and overall I
think you did a great job, for which I am
grateful. That said, there is one
sentence I am hoping you can correct,
because that sentence gets to the heart
of how and why many of us believe that
the City has been providing
extraordinarily large and unprecedented
special treatment to Castilleja, by
allowing Castilleja to increase its annual
revenues by approximately $2
million/year through intentional
violation of its CUP enrollment cap -
violations that have continued for 22
years, and which continue today.

This is the problematic sentence:  

Many alluded to the school's failure
in the past to comply with its
enrollment cap, a violation that
culminated in a $285,000 fine in
2013. 

Which I think should be replaced with
something like: 
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Many alluded to the
school's 20-year failure to
comply with its enrollment cap,
a violation that exists to this
day, as confirmed by Jonathan
Lait in last night's meeting, and
which has resulted in Castilleja
receiving significantly more revenue in
tuition than the amount to which it is
legally entitled*. (*although Castilleja is tax-
exempt, it is not charitable, it lacks a public benefit, and its
tax records suggest that it is profitable)
(The last parts of that 'corrected version' are merely aspirational,
of course.) 

Here is why I believe that the insinuation
that Castilleja is in compliance is worthy
of correction. I provide backup support,
and Andie Reed, cc'd, can confirm, as
she and her group of neighbors and
friends have spent years gathering public
records and trying to educate our
leadership, and she deserves much
credit for the tremendous breakthrough
that happened last night when five of
the city council members put Jonathan
Lait and Nancy Kaufman on the seat,
asking them tough questions and
assessing the (often inadequate)
responses. What a great night!  

Here is why that sentence deserves a re-
write (along with later references to
Castilleja's continuing violations):

1.  Castilleja's violations are not in the
past.  As Lydia Kou and others asked,
and Jonathan Lait confirmed, Castilleja
still is in violation of its existing CUP --
as it has been for more than 20 years. 
This is a very important distinction
because those of us who argue that
Castilleja should be held to the same
rules as other businesses and residences
in Palo Alto continue to point out that
Castilleja has not come into compliance
with its 415 enrollment cap in more than
20 years, despite Nancy Kaufman having
made numerous promises, some of them
contractually binding (in my legal
opinion, as well as the opinion of Jim
Keane and others with whom I spoke
about the matter), to come into
compliance.  That is a big reason that
we do not believe that Castilleja should
be able to increase its cap immediately
to 450, as it never complied with its
current cap of 415, despite having its
CUP almost revoked in 2013 due to its
over-enrollment.

2. Similarly, these violations did not



"culminate in 2013" with the
significantly reduced fine.  Culmination
indicates a resolution or peak, neither of
which occurred in 2013 - rather, when
occurred in 2013, per attached, was that
the City Manager Jim Keane commenced
revocation hearings, which Castilleja
negotiated or bullied its way out of. 
And, notably, that fine was a vastly
reduced figure given by Palo Alto,
apparently (so I was told) in exchange
for Castilleja making a promise that if it
did not reduce its enrollment to 415 by
2016, Castilleja would leave Palo Alto.  

As a reminder, Palo Alto's Municipal Code
provides for statutory damages for code
violation (like virtually all similarly
situated cities) at $500 per violation per
day. Although these code sections
provide for a two-year reachback when
it is the fault of the City for not
assessing the fines, in 2013, it was the
fault of Castilleja that Palo Alto had not
fined Castilleja. Castilleja had been
intentionally understating its enrollment
(Kaufman explained this as "confusion"
over what is "enrollment." She claimed
she had used "average daily attendance"
instead of "enrollment," but the Planning
Commission and Jim Keane correctly
rejected her explanation.  

For most of the previous years. Castilleja
has had between 20 and 40 students
over enrollment, averaging over 30 (I
can provide for you the actual
enrollment numbers ultimately released
by Castilleja if you like). But using a
conservative 30 students over Castilleja's
legal cap, that means that Castilleja has
accrued statutory fines of 30 violations
times $500/day = $15,000/day.  Given
that Castilleja describes that it is open
approximately 300 days/year, means
that Castilleja, under Palo Alto's
Municipal Code, should have been
assessed $4.5 Million a year.* 

(*Here is an article in the Palo Alto Weekly referencing these
municipal code penalties, which amount to $500-$5000 per day
per
violation: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/03/06/penalties-
likely-to-stand-for-edgewood-owner ) (I also am happy to provide
you the code sections)

$4.5 million a year may seem a high
assessment for a private school (even a
profitable one like Castilleja), but those
fines serve a purpose.  Castilleja charges
almost $60,000/year and only offers
(mostly partial) financial support to 20%
of its students (Castilleja's website now
claims 21%, but the amount of aid it
provides has not gone up).  
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This means that while Castilleja
continues to be overenrolled, it benefits
financially by its legal violations. For
example, at 30 students over
enrollment, Castilleja increases its
guaranteed revenue -- apart from the
donations to the school fund and capital
fund that are expected of private school
parents (I know this as a former private
school parent myself) -- by an additional
$1.8 MILLION, not including donations to
its school fund and capital fund (which
has raised $100 million).  

As community members pointed out,
enforcement of the enrollment cap is
the ONLY incentive that Castilleja has to
comply with the law and its CUP. 
Castilleja has been bringing in millions of
dollars illegally through over enrollment
for more than 20 years, so it IS
extremely material and essential for the
accurate reporting of this story to make
it clear that Castilleja STILL is violating
Palo Alto's zoning laws (in ways beyond
enrollment, e.g. providing false
information re square footage, as some
mentioned last) as well as
Castilleja's existing CUP. 

What I recommend for the sentence
above is the following: 

Many alluded to the school's 20-
year failure to comply with its
enrollment cap, a violation
that exists to this day, as confirmed
by Jonathan Lait in last night's
meeting. 

In sum, Palo Alto's city government has
allowed Castilleja to continue to benefit
financially (as much as $2.4 million/year
during the many years Castilleja was at
40 student over-enrollment), without
any Municipal Code enforcement.  Had
the City enforced our muni codes against
Castilleja as it does regularly against
residential applicants, our General Fund
would have had millions of dollars more
every year.  (This is the basis of one of the many causes
of action against the city that residents have been discussing with
their attorneys. There is a third party cause of action plus
attorneys fees under the false claims act, for example, among
other state laws that address this kind of problem). 

That is why it is essential to point out
that Castilleja is still in violation of its
existing CUP, that it never was in
compliance, and that Castilleja is
benefitting financially from its illegal
actions.
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Please reach out to me if you have any
questions about this.  Also, I can put you
in touch with a lawyer who handles
municipal finance at a law firm, if you
like.  

No matter where you stand on
Castilleja's right to benefit financially
from its CUP violations, I beg you to
correct your article to clarify that
Castilleja may have paid a reduced fine,
but it never came into compliance, even
though it promised it would agree to
CUP revocation if it did not reduce its
enrollment to 415.  A few of the letters
between Castilleja and the City are
attached, starting with the time when
Jim Keane commenced CUP revocation
against Castilleja in 2013.  

Thank you for considering.  I thought
that emailing you directly would be
more helpful than posting a comment on
the board, given that my correction is
easily confirmable, and an  easy fix for
you to make. 

Thank you again for your responsive and
thorough coverage of the many issues
that impact our community of Palo Alto! 

Best, 
Rebecca Eisenberg
415-235-8078

Rebecca Eisenberg, Esq.
Principal & Founder

Netskink Positive Impact Investments
Private Client Legal Services

www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
rebecca@privateclientlegal.com

415-235-8078
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Winter Dellenbach;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky;
supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org; Sajid Khan; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; dennis burns; Diana Diamond; Dave Price; Emily Mibach;
Braden Cartwright; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Shikada, Ed

Cc: mark weiss; Lydia Kou; Greer Stone; Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Andie Reed; Kerry Yarkin; Pat Burt; Tom DuBois
tom.dubois@gmail.com; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Lait, Jonathan; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Curtis Smolar; Alison
Cormack; greg@gregtanaka.org; Vara Ramakrishnan; Jonsen, Robert; Sean Allen

Subject: Why we must have an open and transparent hiring process for Palo Alto’s next police chief
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 10:28:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Rebecca,

You are absolutely correct. All of the warning signs that Robert Jonson would be an unmitigated disaster
as Palo Alto’s next police chief were all there before he ever stepped foot in Palo Alto. See the Daily Post
piece below dated 11-14 2017 for details.

We must push back hard, public protests whatever actions we can take, to push No Transparency and No
Democracy city manager Ed Shikada into bringing at least the three finalists for police chief before the
city council and our community so the candidates can be thoroughly vetted before one of them is selected
as our next chief. 

aram  

Palo Alto hires Menlo Park’s police chief
November 14, 2017 12:23 am

BY ALLISON LEVITSKY
Daily Post Staff Writer
Menlo Park Police Chief Bob Jonsen will leave the department after almost five years to
serve as Palo Alto’s new police chief, Palo Alto City Manager Jim
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Keene announced yesterday (Nov. 13).
“His deep experience in a nearby city and increasingly senior and complex assignments in all
aspects of law enforcement bring extraordinary value to the position of police chief,” Keene
said in a statement. “We look forward to having him join Palo Alto to lead our stellar police
department.”
Jonsen has been lauded by elected officials and community members, not all of whom agree
with him, as approachable, charismatic and easy to work with.
“He’s done a great job in Menlo Park and I think that shows. That’s why he got picked up by
Palo Alto,” Menlo Park Mayor Kristen Keith told the Post. “We’ll miss him. He’s done a
great job.”
Jonsen is also no stranger to controversy. During his time as chief, Menlo Park police have
received complaints about over-policing and racial profiling.
Jonsen’s ushering in of license plate readers and Tasers in his first few months on the job
raised concerns about privacy and police use of force.
On Nov. 11, 2014, three Menlo Park police officers shot armed, meth-addled burglar Jerry
Lee Matheny to death with their body-worn cameras turned off.
And from 2011 to 2013, Jonsen was the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department station
chief in Lancaster, which settled with the Justice Department on April 28, 2015, over
allegations of harassment of blacks and others in public housing.
“I never really cared much for him,” said Matt Henry, former president of the neighborhood
association of Belle Haven, ground zero for much of Menlo Park’s violent crime and most of
its complaints of over-policing and racial profiling.

‘A big mess’
Henry worked in the Antelope Valley when Jonsen was the sheriff’s station chief in
Lancaster.
“His reputation was horrible, the way he treated people. Not personally, but some of the
policies that they had down there,” Henry said. “It was a big mess down there, and he got out
just before the Justice Department came.”
In a June 2013 report, the Justice Department said that deputies had showed up for
inspections with as many as nine officers, sometimes with guns drawn.
In 2015, Jonsen told the Post that he was brought into the station after an investigation into
the abuses was already underway, and worked with his superiors to help the department
become more accountable.
Aram James, a police watchdog and former Santa Clara County assistant public defender,
said he hoped that Jonsen would sit down with him to talk about racial profiling in Menlo
Park, the dangers of Tasers and the public’s limited access to body-worn camera footage via
the Public Records Act.
“Is he willing to take a look at how bad that policy looks to the public?” James said. “That
doesn’t make his leadership transformative in this time when there’s so much focus on police
misconduct.”

Transparency efforts
But Jonsen says he’s ushered transparency into the department.
“Since 2013, I think this department has become one of the most innovative in the region, and
definitely one of the most transparent,” Jonsen told the Post yesterday.
Menlo Park was one of the first cities in the region to bring in body-worn cameras, and in
May 2016, the city joined the White House’s Police Data Initiative, releasing data on calls for
service, traffic stops and personnel demographics on the city’s website. The police
department’s policy was posted online in 2013.
Jonsen also started a mindfulness and compassion training for officers, which he says should
have a positive effect on police-community relations.
“I think our relationships have always been really good with the community,” Jonsen said.
“There have been conversations on racial profiling, and we’ve been open to the community,
talking with the community about their concerns.”

Body-worn camera policy
After the 2014 police shooting in Menlo Park, Jonsen says he strenghened the body-worn

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1572


camera policy to require officers to turn on their cameras before they arrive at a scene. The
cameras were off during the shooting because it happened immediately after they arrived at
the scene, not leaving them time to turn on their cameras.
San Mateo County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said Jonsen was “superb” throughout
the investigation into the shooting.
Wagstaffe, a Menlo Park resident, said that Jonsen had raised morale about policing in town
and ensures that the department “does good work for their community.”
Belle Haven resident Pam Jones said she was a fan of Jonsen.
“He’s been really working hard to develop a good rapport with the city, and particularly here
in Belle Haven. Palo Alto is very fortunate,” Jones told the Post.

‘A consummate professional’
Menlo Park Councilman Ray Mueller said he disagreed with Jonsen’s approach with license
plate readers and traffic cameras. He also took issue with the city accepting $9 million over
five years to hire six additional police officers, which council approved on Nov. 7.
But, Mueller said, Jonsen worked through disagreement productively and without
confrontation.
“He’s always taken my concerns very seriously and always worked with them to be
accommodating, so that we could reach outcomes that would serve the benefit of our
residents,” Mueller told the Post. “He is a consummate professional and, on top of that, he’s
just a really good man. I’m not surprised that we lost him, and we’re really going to miss
him.”
Stuart Soffer, a former Menlo Park planning commissioner and Finance and Audit Committee
member, said he completed the citizens’ police academy and thought Jonsen was personable
and a “great manager.”
“I always thought he would make a great city manager,” Soffer said.
Mueller had another idea for Jonsen’s next career move as a police chief.
“I think Bob, frankly, will end up in a city even larger than Palo Alto, eventually,” Mueller
said.

Salary
Jonsen’s salary has been set at $260,000 with a monthly housing rental stipend of $3,000 a
month for 18 months.
The rental stipend will “allow him to maximize the time on the job and to fully immerse
himself in the Palo Alto community as he builds relationships that are key as he assumes this
new position,” according to a statement by city spokeswoman Claudia Keith.
Palo Alto City Council will have to confirm Jonsen as the new chief on Dec. 11 and the city
will need to finalize his public safety background requirements before he starts on Jan. 9. A
graduate in Occupational Studies at CSU-Long Beach, Jonsen also holds a master’s in
organizational leadership from Woodbury University in Burbank.
Jonsen will replace Dennis Burns, who stepped down in December after 35 years on the
police force. Capt. Ron Watson, who has been serving as interim chief, did not apply for the
chief’s position.
Sidebar: Jonsen’s record as Menlo Park’s police chief
In his nearly five years as Menlo Park’s police chief, Bob Jonsen strengthened the
department’s policy on body-worn cameras and established a citizens advisory committee. He
has also seen his share of controversy, including three lawsuits alleging improper actions by
officers.
Feb. 15, 2013 — Jonsen began at Menlo Park.
Sept. 25, 2013 — Council approves Jonsen’s request to spend $127,682 for four fixed-
location surveillance cameras and three automatic license plate readers that can record data on
thousands of cars a day.
Nov. 12, 2013 — Hiruy Amanuel sues the department, claiming that during two traffic stops
(one before Jonsen started and the other after) he was harassed by officers over his prior
criminal conviction. He also claimed officers directed “racist and derogatory slurs” at him.
Dec. 10, 2013 — Jonsen announces he wants to work with landlords to evict known
gangsters.



May 13, 2014 — Council votes 3-2, with council members Peter Ohtaki and Catherine
Carlton dissenting, to make it a crime for any police officer to violate the city’s surveillance
data ordinance. Jonsen called the ordinance “unnecessary.”
Aug. 2, 2014 — The department is sued by former cop Rolando Igno, who was fired that
April by Jonsen. Igno claimed that Jonsen should not have used issues that had been resolved
previously as reasons to fire him.
Nov. 11, 2014 — Three Menlo Park officers shoot and kill Jerry Lee Matheny, who was
confronted after a burglary. The three officers who were involved in the shooting were later
cleared by District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. A Post reporter is told by witnesses at the
shooting scene that they were instructed by Menlo Park police not to talk to the press about
the incident. Jonsen did not return Post Editor Dave Price’s calls or emails about the gag
order.
Jan. 29, 2015 — Councilman Ray Mueller blasts Jonsen and Cmdr. Dave Bertini over the
fact that the three officers involved in the Matheny shooting did not have their body cameras
on. “The one time we needed them on, they weren’t,” Mueller said.
Aug. 5, 2015 — The Post published a report by Stanford journalism student Farida Jhabvala
Romero, who wrote about the number of people pulled over in Menlo Park for having a
suspended or revoked license. Of those pulled over, seven out of 10 were racial minorities.
Capt. Dave Bertini denied that the department was targeting minorities, but did say that low-
income drivers come to the attention of officers because of mechanical failures of their cars.
The city’s towing fee was $300.
“If anyone were to suggest that this is going on for racial reasons I think that’s asinine and
bordering on slanderous,” Bertini told Romero.
May 5, 2016 — As a result of Romero’s story, council votes to reduce the towing fee to
$125.
Jan. 19, 2017 — Jonsen and Mayor Kirsten Keith announce that all officers will go through
“mindfulness” training in order for officers to face their discomforts and overcome them,
whether it be physical or emotional or even because of biases, such as race or gender, and
become more “emotionally available” to the communities they serve.
Feb. 16, 2017 — A Redwood City man, Francisco Guevara, sues the city, saying he spent
two nights in jail despite having done nothing wrong. Guevara said he probably wouldn’t
have been arrested in the first place except that a man with the same name and physical
description had a warrant out for his arrest.
Aug. 28, 2017 — Tim Chamberlin sues the police department, saying he had been forced to
live in his car for almost a year after he was evicted by Menlo Park police from the granny
unit he was renting. Chamberlin contends Menlo Park police erred by getting involved in a
civil matter between the owners of the home.
Nov. 7, 2017 — Council approves a $11.25 million agreement with Facebook so the company
can pay for six additional officers to patrol the east side. Jonsen helped negotiate the
agreement.
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Thanks, Mark and Aram. 

Aram - I remember how hard you worked to open the process before Jonsen was
hired.  You had easily uncovered much evidence of alleged misdeeds committed by
Jonsen during his previous job in Menlo Park. You had brought those matters to the
attention of the City Council, by emailing, speaking out, and also publishing
editorials in the press.  But the City Council ignored you. Because the City Council
followed the secrecy route that you and so many community members (including
me) had denounced, Palo Alto chose a police chief that irreparably harmed our
town's public image and significantly harmed the police force and city
government's relationships with the community.  

During Jonsen's time in PA, our town has been sued a record amount of times, our
police force has committed a record number acts leading to the perception of
undue force, and has spent a record amount of money in legal fees and
settlements responding to these matters (not to mention even police officers
themselves filing baseless actions against the city) -- all while actual crime has
continued to rise. 

Now Shikada wants to repeat the broken process that led to the choice of the
least successful police chief in PA's recent history. 

I don't know about you, but I always believed the adage that a direct route to
failure is to repeat the same action expecting a different result. On behalf of our
community, Palo Alto deserves a better process to select a police chief that is truly
a good fit for our town.  Can't you hear the residents demanding transparency and
accountability?  Why not give that to them? Whose side are you on? 

Best,
Rebecca

On Wed, May 25, 2022 at 3:07 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hiring process for police chief will be secret and behind closed doors. 

Thanks Mark for keeping this critical conversation going. Our continued public
deliberations on the issue and the staff and Castillega’s machinations—-
deserve the most heightened scrutiny. aram

P.S. In this morning’s Daily Post, page 4, Shikada announced the hiring
process for police chief will be secret behind closed doors. We can’t let this
happen. Again we must continue to push back on Staff in order to achieve any
degree of transparency. The staff often appears to me to be members of a
private corporation 
upholding the rights of the rich at the expense of those who deserve justice. 

On May 25, 2022, at 1:11 PM, mark weiss
<earwopa@yahoo.com> wrote:
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I met Rebecca Eisenberg for the first time in 2018, walking our
dogs, at Peers Park. I had noticed her applications to BCCs. Since
that time we’ve had numerous conversations, mostly about public
policy and the law. (Sometimes, baseball or music). 
I’ve known Molly Stump longer but not as well. She invited me to
see her art-lights in her office, but changed her mind. I think she’s
done a satisfactory job, over 10 years here. 
But Rebecca went to Stanford, and Harvard Law. Molly Pomona
and Cal. All fine schools, but given our proximity to Hoover
Tower, I’d wager Rebecca is correct here, and Molly wrong:
Casti is bluffing, or a bad actor. 
We should be deliberating in public the assertions of staff. 
Mark Weiss
In Palo Alto

Sent from my iPhone

On May 24, 2022, at 9:52 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:


I am told that Castilleja refers to Kol Emeth
instead of Etz Chayim for garage precedent.
Kol Emeth is also zoned for commercial uses.

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/planning-
amp-development-services/file-
migration/current-planning/forms-and-
guidelines/zone-map-2021.pdf

Which brings up the bad-neighborly fact that
Castilleja is threatening baseless 14th
Amendment claims against Palo Alto regarding
the garage. Should it file such a lawsuit, it will
be dismissed on summary judgment, if not
sooner.  It is long-established law that Zoning
law does not implicate 14th amendment
protection unless it was done in order to impact
a protected class, including racial minorities,
non-dominant religions, and women. Castilleja
making this argument will be viewed even worse
than Woodside claiming to be a mountain lion
protection area.  

As an aside, it violates Palo Alto public policy
that the Planning Department continues to
ignore PA's sustainability goals. Failing to
measure the impact of the groundwater removal
and the tons of cement used in constructing the
underground garage, and the increase of cars on
the street from larger enrollment (as all
previous measures prove), was illegal of them.
Given that there is not yet a sustainability
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commission, the Planning Department is
required to consider the public interest in its
evaluations, including the irreparable harm that
would be caused by millions of gallons of
groundwater pumping and cement. That
Jonathan Lait said with a straight face that the
construction would not harm Palo Alto's progress
towards sustainability and harm neighbor's
quality of life is wholly bizarre. Who would
argue that?  And his refusal to include (1) a no-
garage option and (2) an option where Castilleja
moves entirely or in part (second campus) is
reversible error. No one thinks that Castilleja
needs a garage and can't afford a second
campus. All along Castilleja said that neighbors
want a garage, but neighbors would much
prefer no cars on their street, and instead
want SHUTTLES like all other private schools.
Why would neighbors want more car trips when
they could have NO car trips?
Castilleja's arguments never made any sense.

Regardless, if Castilleja wants a toxic, carbon-
emitting, environmentally hazardous
underground garage like Kol Emeth, it can! It
just needs to move to an area zoned
commercial, or mixed use.  In fact, the
Stanford Research area has numerous empty
corporate campuses with enormous parking lots,
none of which can currently be used for
residential purposes due to toxic waste from the
HP Superfund Site.  But they can be used for
commercial purposes, including a school. The
HP Campus at 1501 Page Mill is perfect! Tesla is
taking over 325,000 square feet of that campus,
leaving almost 300,000 feet for Castilleja.
(There are numerous other sites as well.)

In the past, Palo Alto has made harmful
decisions, e.g. President Hotel, out of fear of
being sued.  The President Hotel protected
itself from lawsuit by making settlement
agreements which included financial
compensation along with releases of all rights to
sue, so there was no motivated and harmed
plaintiff to sue about the President Hotel.

But here, Castilleja spent (I'm told) $12 million
on lawyers, but has not made any efforts to
strike financial deals with neighbors, so every
neighbor and impacted community member
has the right to sue, and almost certainly will
sue, if Castilleja's garage is approved.  And,
every time that Palo Alto is sued by citizens
(rather than by big businesses or the police
force) IT LOSES.  See, for example, the Foothills
Park case, the Utilities Transfer case, and the
many police brutality cases that all cost PA
millions in legal fees and settlements. Castilleja
is bluffing.  They have money to sue, and they
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may sue, but they will lose even more prestige
in the community if they do, and already
Stanford Admissions has started admitting fewer
of their students, many say.  

Anyway, here is one of many explanations about
how zoning does not create constitutional
cases, and in California, it's even legal to spot
zone, if doing so is necessary to protect the
community interest -- and even to preserve the
natural environment. If Molly messes up this
case, she should be fired. (Hopefully she is
doing some rethinking of her legal advice; she
seemed very agitated when she snapped at me
while having a "private meeting" with Ed
Shikada right after the hearing. At the time she
was two feet away from Castilleja's attorneys,
and Molly should know that giving legal advice
in the presence of third parties destroys the
attorney-client privilege and makes all of her
advice discoverable, including by public records
act request, which I won't file for, even though I
could and maybe should.) 

https://www.californialandusedevelopmentlaw.com/2020/01/09/citys-
general-plan-policies-allowing-exemptions-
from-zoning-requirements-did-not-violate-
fourteenth-amendment-or-result-in-spot-
zoning/

Why am I so obsessed with Castilleja?  Because I
cannot stand it when people lie - and dislike
most of all when the people and companies with
the most resources use those resources to
create false narratives that convince
communities and individuals to act against their
own interests. E.g. Trump, and others.

Best,
Rebecca

On Tue, May 24, 2022 at 4:04 PM Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:

Dear All: 

First, I want to offer my tremendous gratitude
to Mayor Burt, Vice Mayor Kou, and Council
Members Stone, Dubois, and Filseth. I - and
many others - are grateful for the thoughtful
and articulate ways that you dug deep into
Castilleja's predicament, and -- despite errors
and omissions made by our City Staff -- made
groundbreaking progress in revealing a great
deal of the truth surrounding Castilleja
proposed unprecedentedly large development
on lots zones R1 in the middle one of our most
admired and desired (of many) residential
neighborhoods in our beautiful town of Palo
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Alto. Your hard work made a very positive
impact on our community. Speaking
personally, it was monumental to feel heard
and understood. This is local government at
its best.

In that regard, I submit my factual correction
of today's (otherwise mostly great!) article in
today's Palo Alto online
at: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-
alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-growth-
plan .  I also submit a few supporting
documents demonstrating (1) that City
Manager Keane commenced revocation
hearings in 2013 and (2) that Nancy Kaufman
proposed a compliance schedule (which she
later disregarded); and (3) that the parties
decided in 2013 that if Castilleja did not
comply with its existing CUP, that its CUP
would be revoked (next time for serious).   I
believe that you agree with my corrections,
given that your questions uncovered the truth
about Castilleja's violations and potentially its
motivations, that we now better understand.

I also offer my profound gratitude to City
Council for its repeated insistence that it
cannot rationally determine the impact of
Castilleja's application, if approved, on the
community, without a thorough Construction
Plan. Given Castilleja's long history of
aspirational promises and 2 decades of under-
delivery on those promises, I agree strongly
with your (indisputable) conclusion that we
cannot simply take Castilleja's word that its
unprecedented construction project in the
middle of a single family home neighborhood
would be  "climate neutral or climate positive"
and "not harmful to the community."  

I imagine that Castilleja's army of lawyers
have already descended upon Jonathan Lait,
so I hope he can respond by reminding
Castilleja that without a thorough and
detailed construction plan, Castilleja cannot
rationally expect that its application would
be approved. 

In particular, I am perhaps most grateful for
the reminder from the Mayor (with agreement
from the vice mayor and other 3 council
members) that there is no precedent for a
private school of Castilleja's size and density
existing in a R-1 neighborhood, and there even
is no precedent of a private school with
Castilleja's proposed density in any
neighborhood - commercially zoned (like Eytz
Chayim) or not. (The reason, of course, that
our Muni Code did not address an underground
commercial garage in a residential

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-growth-plan
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2022/05/24/palo-alto-looks-to-scale-back-castillejas-growth-plan
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neighborhood is due to the fact that such a
profoundly inappropriate facility would never
exist in a residential neighborhood and
certainly does not exist in a R-1 neighborhood
in Palo Alto.  As a reminder, Eytz Chayim is
NOT located in a residential neighborhood,
but rather is zoned commercially. 
Therefore, Castilleja's constant
comparisons to Eytz Chayim are wholly
misplaced.

Because of the potential impact of Castilleja's
construction -- especially the unavoidable
harm to our natural environment and to
Castilleja's neighbors -- that would be caused
by the construction of Castilleja's underground
garage, I also also attach a legal cite to the
Palo Alto Municipal Code section, which
clarifies that a CUP shall not be given if it
causes harm, or even inconvenience, to the
community.  I am extremely grateful that
Council demanded a Construction Plan from
Castilleja last night, and I wholly agree
with Council's determination that the extent
to which Castilleja's construction will impact
the neighborhood cannot be measured unless
and until a thorough description of that plan is
provided.  When Castilleja provides that plan -
which should be before the next meeting if
they reasonably expect resolution the matter
- then I believe that City Council may find
that Castilleja's construction plan will cause
significant "harm and inconvenience" to the
neighborhood which would render the
recommendation of the CUP illegal, because
per the Code, the City has no right to approve
a CUP that causes harm (or inconvenience) to
the neighborhood. 

(Fortunately, Castilleja truly does NOT need a
garage.  Neighbors would be FAR happier if
fewer cars drove down the street -- no matter
where those cars park. Castilleja should
eliminate parking altogether at its campus,
like Nueva and many other comparable
schools, and instead, also like Nueva and most
others, provide a robust system of private
shuttles. This should not even cost
Castilleja any money -- and would SAVE all of
the construction costs of the garage! -- as
most of these schools pass on the cost of the
shuttle to parents, who, excited for the
opportunity of their children to be able to
attend such prestigious and superior schools,
are happy to pay the costs. Remember, 80% of
Castilleja families pay full freight tuition of
almost $60,000/year, and the garage is
intended to serve the cars owned by these
teenage girls, so clearly those families can
afford to chip in to a shuttle.) 



Below is my submitted correction to Palo Alto
Online's mis-statement that Castilleja is now
in compliance -- because as Jonathan Lait
confirmed, it is still in violation of its CUP.  I
also correct the statement that the legal
violations culminated in 2013, because as Lait
confirmed, Castilleja's legal violations -- from
which it benefits approximately $2
million/year in illegally gained revenues
through over-enrollment -- continue today.

Thank you for your consideration, and thank
you again for your exceptional work on
behalf of the Palo Alto Community last
night!

Best, 

Rebecca
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
Date: Tue, May 24, 2022 at 3:18 PM
Subject: Castilleja article - thank you, and quick
correction (with longer explanation!)
To: Bill Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>,
Gennady Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>
Cc: Andie Reed <andiezreed@gmail.com>

Hi Bill and Gennady - 

I hope you are well! It was nice to see you,
Gennady, after the City Council meeting last
night (although you seemed confused when I
said hello? Seems reasonable as I think you
were trying to catch a remaining council
member).  I REALLY appreciate your thorough
coverage of this complicated and extremely
important issue. 

I know you were working under an extremely
tight deadline to get this article out this
morning, and overall I think you did a great
job, for which I am grateful. That said, there
is one sentence I am hoping you can correct,
because that sentence gets to the heart of
how and why many of us believe that the City
has been providing extraordinarily large and
unprecedented special treatment to
Castilleja, by allowing Castilleja to increase
its annual revenues by approximately $2
million/year through intentional violation of
its CUP enrollment cap - violations that have
continued for 22 years, and which continue
today.

This is the problematic sentence:  

mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
mailto:bjohnson@paweekly.com
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mailto:andiezreed@gmail.com


Many alluded to the school's failure in the
past to comply with its enrollment cap, a
violation that culminated in a $285,000
fine in 2013. 

Which I think should be replaced with
something like: 

Many alluded to the school's 20-
year failure to comply with its
enrollment cap, a violation
that exists to this day, as confirmed
by Jonathan Lait in last night's
meeting, and which has resulted in
Castilleja receiving significantly more
revenue in tuition than the amount to which
it is legally entitled*. (*although Castilleja is tax-exempt,
it is not charitable, it lacks a public benefit, and its tax records suggest
that it is profitable)
(The last parts of that 'corrected version' are merely aspirational, of
course.) 

Here is why I believe that the insinuation that
Castilleja is in compliance is worthy of
correction. I provide backup support,
and Andie Reed, cc'd, can confirm, as she and
her group of neighbors and friends have spent
years gathering public records and trying to
educate our leadership, and she deserves
much credit for the tremendous breakthrough
that happened last night when five of the city
council members put Jonathan Lait and Nancy
Kaufman on the seat, asking them tough
questions and assessing the (often inadequate)
responses. What a great night!  

Here is why that sentence deserves a re-write
(along with later references to
Castilleja's continuing violations):

1.  Castilleja's violations are not in the past. 
As Lydia Kou and others asked, and Jonathan
Lait confirmed, Castilleja still is in violation
of its existing CUP -- as it has been for more
than 20 years.  This is a very important
distinction because those of us who argue that
Castilleja should be held to the same rules as
other businesses and residences in Palo Alto
continue to point out that Castilleja has not
come into compliance with its 415 enrollment
cap in more than 20 years, despite Nancy
Kaufman having made numerous promises,
some of them contractually binding (in my
legal opinion, as well as the opinion of Jim
Keane and others with whom I spoke about
the matter), to come into compliance.  That is
a big reason that we do not believe that

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2013/09/30/city-orders-headcount-reduction-fine-against-castilleja
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2013/09/30/city-orders-headcount-reduction-fine-against-castilleja


Castilleja should be able to increase its cap
immediately to 450, as it never complied with
its current cap of 415, despite having its CUP
almost revoked in 2013 due to its over-
enrollment.

2. Similarly, these violations did not
"culminate in 2013" with the
significantly reduced fine.  Culmination
indicates a resolution or peak, neither of
which occurred in 2013 - rather, when
occurred in 2013, per attached, was that the
City Manager Jim Keane commenced
revocation hearings, which Castilleja
negotiated or bullied its way out of.  And,
notably, that fine was a vastly reduced figure
given by Palo Alto, apparently (so I was told)
in exchange for Castilleja making a promise
that if it did not reduce its enrollment to 415
by 2016, Castilleja would leave Palo Alto.  

As a reminder, Palo Alto's Municipal Code
provides for statutory damages for code
violation (like virtually all similarly situated
cities) at $500 per violation per day. Although
these code sections provide for a two-year
reachback when it is the fault of the City for
not assessing the fines, in 2013, it was the
fault of Castilleja that Palo Alto had not fined
Castilleja. Castilleja had been intentionally
understating its enrollment (Kaufman
explained this as "confusion" over what is
"enrollment." She claimed she had used
"average daily attendance" instead of
"enrollment," but the Planning Commission
and Jim Keane correctly rejected her
explanation.  

For most of the previous years. Castilleja has
had between 20 and 40 students over
enrollment, averaging over 30 (I can provide
for you the actual enrollment numbers
ultimately released by Castilleja if you like).
But using a conservative 30 students over
Castilleja's legal cap, that means that
Castilleja has accrued statutory fines of 30
violations times $500/day = $15,000/day. 
Given that Castilleja describes that it is open
approximately 300 days/year, means that
Castilleja, under Palo Alto's Municipal Code,
should have been assessed $4.5 Million a
year.* 

(*Here is an article in the Palo Alto Weekly referencing these municipal
code penalties, which amount to $500-$5000 per day per
violation: https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/03/06/penalties-
likely-to-stand-for-edgewood-owner ) (I also am happy to provide you the
code sections)

$4.5 million a year may seem a high
assessment for a private school (even a
profitable one like Castilleja), but those fines

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/03/06/penalties-likely-to-stand-for-edgewood-owner
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serve a purpose.  Castilleja charges almost
$60,000/year and only offers (mostly partial)
financial support to 20% of its students
(Castilleja's website now claims 21%, but the
amount of aid it provides has not gone up).  

This means that while Castilleja continues to
be overenrolled, it benefits financially by its
legal violations. For example, at 30 students
over enrollment, Castilleja increases its
guaranteed revenue -- apart from the
donations to the school fund and capital fund
that are expected of private school parents (I
know this as a former private school parent
myself) -- by an additional $1.8 MILLION, not
including donations to its school fund and
capital fund (which has raised $100 million).  

As community members pointed out,
enforcement of the enrollment cap is the
ONLY incentive that Castilleja has to comply
with the law and its CUP.  Castilleja has been
bringing in millions of dollars illegally through
over enrollment for more than 20 years, so it
IS extremely material and essential for the
accurate reporting of this story to make it
clear that Castilleja STILL is violating Palo
Alto's zoning laws (in ways beyond enrollment,
e.g. providing false information re square
footage, as some mentioned last) as well as
Castilleja's existing CUP. 

What I recommend for the sentence above is
the following: 

Many alluded to the school's 20-
year failure to comply with its enrollment
cap, a violation that exists to this day, as
confirmed by Jonathan Lait in last night's
meeting. 

In sum, Palo Alto's city government has
allowed Castilleja to continue to benefit
financially (as much as $2.4 million/year
during the many years Castilleja was at 40
student over-enrollment), without any
Municipal Code enforcement.  Had the City
enforced our muni codes against Castilleja as
it does regularly against residential
applicants, our General Fund would have had
millions of dollars more every year.  (This is the
basis of one of the many causes of action against the city that residents
have been discussing with their attorneys. There is a third party cause of
action plus attorneys fees under the false claims act, for example, among
other state laws that address this kind of problem). 

That is why it is essential to point out that
Castilleja is still in violation of its existing
CUP, that it never was in compliance, and

https://www.castilleja.org/give/giving-at-castilleja/capital-campaign
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that Castilleja is benefitting financially from
its illegal actions.

Please reach out to me if you have any
questions about this.  Also, I can put you in
touch with a lawyer who handles municipal
finance at a law firm, if you like.  

No matter where you stand on Castilleja's
right to benefit financially from its CUP
violations, I beg you to correct your article to
clarify that Castilleja may have paid a
reduced fine, but it never came into
compliance, even though it promised it would
agree to CUP revocation if it did not reduce
its enrollment to 415.  A few of the letters
between Castilleja and the City are attached,
starting with the time when Jim Keane
commenced CUP revocation against Castilleja
in 2013.  

Thank you for considering.  I thought that
emailing you directly would be more helpful
than posting a comment on the board, given
that my correction is easily confirmable, and
an  easy fix for you to make. 

Thank you again for your responsive and
thorough coverage of the many issues that
impact our community of Palo Alto! 

Best, 
Rebecca Eisenberg
415-235-8078

Rebecca Eisenberg, Esq.
Principal & Founder

Netskink Positive Impact Investments
Private Client Legal Services

www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
rebecca@privateclientlegal.com

415-235-8078

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Sean Allen for Sheriff
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 7:17:54 PM
Attachments: 67442170409__6726E9D9-7D2F-434B-A779-50EB24064C33.HEIC

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
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From: Aram James
To: Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Sajid Khan; Winter Dellenbach; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; chuck jagoda; Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org;

citycouncil@mountainview.gov; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; melissa caswell; gmah@sccoe.org; Jay Boyarsky; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed
Subject: Protest Berkeley Mayor"s Propaganda Junket to Israel!
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 5:39:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on
links.
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Dear Friends,

Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin is just now returning from a propaganda junket to Israel.
Jesse's trip came three days after the Israeli assassination of Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh,
and coincided with the eviction of 1000 families from the West Bank, the approval of 4000 more illegal housing units in the
West Bank, and the 74th anniversary of the Nakba.

Meanwhile, Berkeley's Mayor and other politicians were seen in Instagram photos and videos wining, dining, and
dancing in the streets of Israeli cities from which Palestinians have been displaced or live as second class
citizens. 

Please let Mayor Arreguin know that you can't be progressive except for Palestine!!!!
Here are 3 actions concerned people can take right now:

1.  Sign and circulate the petition:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXRvScE6PRABVCiXQ8DbRxa2w_0y_R2uus2gS6pGGuZkRbhA/viewform?
vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

Send this link to three of your neighbors, friends or family who live in Berkeley.  If you belong to a community or
neighborhood group based in Berkeley, please share the petition with them; explain why you think it is  important!

Use the following Social Media Toolkit to post the petition & graphics on your Social Media (Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram): 

https://jvp-bayarea.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6774752a47326e44557f927ac&id=962a8e7b49&e=1283ccc17e
https://jvp-bayarea.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6774752a47326e44557f927ac&id=962a8e7b49&e=1283ccc17e


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cYZqH1Bthz-QRten8kODHiEnFnGTssdQrN6Y5qunx-Q/edit

2.  Send a personal email to Mayor Arreguin and cc The City Council

If you have time, emails are a very effective way to communicate your outrage at the Mayor going on this trip.  It doesn’t
have to be a long email. You can pull talking points from the petition statement.

Send the email to:   mayor@cityofberkeley.info  and copy it to:  council@cityofberkeley.info

3.  Attend Tuesday's Berkeley City Council Meeting (24 May)

Join together with other outraged residents of Berkeley at the upcoming Berkeley City Council Meeting to demand that
Jesse denounce Israel's murder
of Palestinian American Journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh and apologize to Palestinian residents for his disregard for their
rights and dignity.
 
* Tuesday, May 24 @ Berkeley Unified School District: 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley *

5:30pm: Press Conference at 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley

6pm: City Council meeting - come early to add your name to public comment list
 

OR JOIN VIRTUALLY   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84636500260

https://jvp-bayarea.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6774752a47326e44557f927ac&id=3d200d38e5&e=1283ccc17e
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Jewish Voice for Peace is a national membership organization inspired by Jewish tradition to work for the freedom, equality, and
dignity of all the people of Israel and Palestine.  Become a JVP member today.

Jewish Voice for Peace Bay Area

P.O. Box 589,  Berkeley CA 94701 USA
ph: 510-859-3706
bayarea@jvp.org

DONATE HERE

This email was sent to sajluni@yahoo.com 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
Jewish Voice for Peace Bay Area · P.O. Box 589 · Berkeley, CA 94701 · USA 
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From: Aram James
To: Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Rebecca Eisenberg; Greer Stone;

chuck jagoda; Stump, Molly; Binder, Andrew; Sean Allen
Subject: Time for Ed Shikada to be transparent
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 10:54:48 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.almanacnews.com/blogs/p/2022/03/22/questions-for-pa-city-manager-ed-shikada

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: chuck jagoda; Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Council, City;

Roberta Ahlquist; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Binder, Andrew; Linda Jolley; Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen
Subject: APPLE HOMELESS BID FALLS SHORT https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 12:20:57 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.

APPLE HOMELESS BID FALLS SHORT
https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=00400ca3b_134848f

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:lindajolley9@yahoo.com
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=00400ca3b_134848f


From: Aram James
To: robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Figueroa, Eric; Enberg, Nicholas; Tannock, Julie; Binder, Andrew; Human

Relations Commission; Council, City; Sean Allen; Council, City; City Mgr; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Sajid Khan;
Joe Simitian

Subject: Felony cases linked to probe of cops dropped
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 12:14:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.

Felony cases linked to probe of cops dropped
https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=30400ca3b_134848f

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Pat Burt; Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Stump, Molly; Human Relations Commission; Dave Price; Winter Dellenbach;

Emily Mibach; Braden Cartwright; Gennady Sheyner; Bill Johnson
Subject: 450 only after construction —only makes sense with an applicant who has in been in violation of the CPU for

years
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 11:25:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Aram James; Council, City; Portillo, Rumi; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Human Relations

Commission; Vara Ramakrishnan; Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Dave Price; Tom DuBois
tom.dubois@gmail.com; Pat Burt; Greer Stone; Lydia Kou

Subject: Rebecca Tanner"s response to my email (see the photo after the words)
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 4:58:39 PM
Attachments: image.png

You don't often get email from rebecca@privateclientlegal.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear all: 

Looks like Ms. Tanner is blocking communications from my law firm's email
address?  (See below.)  

She probably should change that in case the City Council approves the illegal and
overreaching Castilleja application tonight.  If City Council approves
Castilleja's illegal CUP application as the City Staff recommend, then Ms. Tanner -
and many others who will have approved the Castilleja application in violation of
State and Federal law - will likely be receiving future emails from me and/or
(other) attorneys representing community members against Palo Alto City Council,
each and every one of its Council members individually and jointly as a governing
body (several state statutes including the Brown Act provide both for third party
causes of action, in addition to personal liability of individual elected leaders)....
but only, I guess, if she is not worried about a default ruling, given that these kinds
of lawsuits often lead to similarly situated individuals attempting to offload liability
to each other. 

You may think that Palo Alto's elected and appointed leaders would be immune
from lawsuits should it violate state and federal law (and its own local laws) by
approving Castilleja's application. But you would not be, as stated above. Well,
then - you may ask - why did the royally screwed over people who used to live in
the President Hotel not sue when they had extremely valid causes of action against
the City and its leaders?  The answer to that is simple: 

AJ Capital had PAID OFF every single resident with a settlement agreement
when it illegally evicted them. Those settlement agreements included (as they
always do) a non-disclosure agreement (NDA), and a Release of any and all rights to
sue any party based on the eviction -- in addition to payments ranging from
generous to extravagant (says the grapevine). Because every person harmed by the
City and AJ Capital already had been compensated for their harm, they did not sue
and could not, per the agreements they signed, sue. 

In the case of Castilleja, however, Castilleja seems to have paid off the wrong
people -- Jonathan Lait and others in his Planning Dept.. and maybe Molly Stump
and others on her team.  But Castilleja did not make any offers of settlement with
the people who will be immediately, directly, and irreparably harmed by their
oversized, environmentally hazardous, and illegal crusade to build an underground
cement skyscraper in a residential R-1 zoned block! (Now who is hostile to single
family homes, Tom Dubois? I mean, putting a profitable yet non-tax-paying
commercial venture on the site of 55 R-1 residentially zoned homes is not just
"wanting to destroy single family neighborhoods -- it is LITERALLY destroying a
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single family neighborhood by placing a commercial business serving
approximately 200 employees and 550 students in the place where 55 families
would have lived!! If you truly believed in single family neighborhoods, you would
protect THIS single family home neighborhood rather than destroy it.)

And if you think that these community members will decide not to exercise their
rights under local, state, and federal law the first time a big construction truck
emits carbon-dioxide toxic fumes into their properties, the first time that the toxic
fumes and waste materials harm their right to quiet (and non-poisonous) enjoyment
in their privately-owned homes, and the first time one of the numerous trees that
Castilleja plans to kill THIS SUMMER comes crashing down ... even before the
deafening sounds of construction equipment that will make attempting to live in
their homes impossible from 7 am to 8 PM...... Well, I am guessing that you have
another think coming. 

See you soon! I have a date fighting to protect a single family neighborhood tonight,
from the destruction that Palo Alto's appointed leaders seek to do to it, and to the
majority of the families, including seniors and young children, who live there.  Even
though this is a fight worth taking on, I am baffled by the fact that a "pro-
residential" City Council would make me, and so many others, get up there to beg
you to keep our residential neighborhoods RESIDENTIAL, despite what billionaire
interests want you to do with it. 

Best, 
Rebecca
415-235-8078

PS. I hope that this wasn't "mean"!! ;-) 

--
Rebecca Eisenberg, Esq.
Principal & Founder
Netskink Positive Impact Investments
Private Client Legal Services
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
415-235-8078
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On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 3:25 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@privateclientlegal.com>
wrote:

Dear Aram (and all):

Thank you for distributing the Post's article from a couple years ago, discussing
the attacks made by Councilperson Dubois on 5 candidates running for City
Council. I had emailed Mr. Dubois directly about his commentary, asking him if we
could discuss by phone, but he did not respond (I still would be open to this,
however!).  And unfortunately I did not see this Daily Post article when it was
published, in part because of the fact that, although the Post interviewed the
other 4 candidates for their reactions, it did not reach out to me.  

Here is the Daily Post article: https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-
assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/

Here is Council member Dubois's criticism of 5 candidates, including me: 
 https://www.votedubois.com/palo_alto_values

Specifically, Mr. Dubois said the following about me directly: 

"In addition to these three, Rebecca Eisenberg has repeatedly called the men and
women that make Palo Alto such a safe place, racist."

Had the Daily Post asked me for my response, I would have said one or more of
the following: 

1. I not even once have called any man or woman that makes Palo Alto a safe
place, including any police officer (which I think is to whom he was referring)
racist. You can read everything I ever wrote, and listen to anything I ever said (in
fact, please do!) and I dare you to find one instance, let alone "repeated"
instances. This is due to the following:

A. I was raised never to criticize people, but rather to criticize ACTIONS. This is
one of the most fundamental beliefs of my Jewish faith. (Feel free to interview
my mother on this point.)

B. I would not have called officers racist because I do not believe that the
institutional bias found in the PAPD (as well as in most/all police departments) is
due to "bad apples." It is due to institutional bias, including unconscious bias in
the criminal laws, unconscious bias in criminal law enforcement, and unconscious
bias in the way that many non-black people, including many police officers, often
assume that black people present in white-majority neighborhoods are acting
shady or causing a danger. (Sometimes that bias is conscious, but the result is the
same). This is why I push for a more diverse peace-keeping authority, as well as
the disarming of officers in all situations that do not involve violent crime (e.g.
traffic stops and mental health disturbances, among many others). These
problems are not due to 'bad apples,' but due to more historic, entrenched bias
that often is unconscious.

2. If these men and women were making Palo Alto a safe place, I would not
criticize the actions of the police force. I -- and countless others -- criticize the
fact that the PAPD makes Palo Alto a safe place only for SOME people, but not for
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ALL people. Until Palo Alto is safe for all, it is irrational to consider Palo Alto
"safe," and therefore the actions I criticize are specifically ones that make Palo
Alto dangerous for some people here - mostly BIPOC, LGBTQia+, and other
minorities, as well as in many cases, women. 

3.  It's strange to me that there are some people, let alone in elected leadership!
-- who, despite all evidence to the contrary, continue to deny that the PAPD - like
many/most other PDs in the US -- has a historic problem with excessive force that
detrimentally impacts BIPOC folks. I would have urged Tom Dubois to read the
Daily Post more regularly, as the Post does a particularly good job of documenting
police brutality, usually needing to file public records act requests because the
PAPD, under direction of the City Council, still refuses to hand over evidence of
violent actions, even though disclosure of that information is mandatory under
California state law. Perhaps if Mr. Dubois would act to compel the PAPD to
comply with state disclosure mandates, then Mr. Dubois would have a better
understanding of the nature and extent of excessive force, mostly against people
of color, here in our home town. 

4. Finally, I would have been thrilled to share some of the resources I check in
order to stay updated on the national crisis of police violence. Here are some of
my favorite online resources (in addition to a list of books about disparate impact
and anti-racism I would be happy to share as well): 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/?nid

https://mappingpoliceviolence.us 

https://mappingpoliceviolence.org

Reading these three resources, one learns the following, for example: 

- In 2021, 1045 people were shot and killed by the police.
- Of the people killed by police, black people were three times as likely to be shot and killed by the
police as white people in the same circumstances.
- These numbers represent only the people shot, not the people killed by police in other ways, e.g.
tasers, dogs, and foot on neck, amongst others.

(Source: Washington Post)

- Most killings by police begin with traffic stops, mental health checks, domestic violence, non-
violent offenses and where no crime was alleged.
- Only 1 in 3 police killings began with an alleged violent crime

(Source: Mapping Police Violence)

- During the same period - 2021 - only 73 police officers were killed feloniously.
- This number includes all means of killing, not just guns. 

(Source: FBI database of police deaths: https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka)

That means that during the same year, the police killed 1045 people by gunshot alone, and 73
officers were killed by any means. 

And: the numbers of people killed by police is RISING, while the number of police killed is FALLING. 

(Source for trending: FBI database, see above.)
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In sum, while the statement made about me by Mr. Dubois was
inflammatory, hostile, and inaccurate, I 100% stand by the position that
there is a problem of institutional racism in police enforcement in the
United States, and the actions of Palo Alto's Police Department - like
virtually all other police departments - indicate institutional bias via a
history of excessive force that mostly harms people of color, especially
African Americans, and a shameful record of lack of compliance with
disclosure laws as well as a hostility towards transparency and
accountability.  Until all people in Palo Alto can feel safe, I do not
believe that the current law enforcement system is performing
adequately.

Thanks for asking!  It sure would be nice to have more than 2 minutes every now and then to make
my point clearly so that others would not put words in my mouth that I never would say.  Just ask my
mom. 

PS - Tom, I would love to discuss these issues with you more in person or by phone.  I believe that we
share values in wanting everyone in our town to feel welcome, safe, and protected. I think we can
achieve that with a meaningful look into what systemic improvements we can make quickly, and
which systemic improvements we can make over time, starting with looking at innovative and
successful approaches made by similar cities, and meeting with the leaders of those cities to discuss
(which is far more likely to result in actionable data than another survey, right?). There is so much
we can do together to improve the quality of life for all folks in Palo Alto, and sometimes even small
changes can yield monumental improvements.

Thanks again, 

Best, 

Rebecca
415-235-8078

PPS As to the claim that I said I wanted to "eliminate single family neighborhoods in Palo
Alto during endorsement interviews."  
I respond:  Council Member Dubois: there is a legal and factual difference between eliminating a
ZONING category and eliminating a type of building. For example, the neighborhood where our house
and tenants live in San Francisco -- Noe Valley -- is zoned almost entirely R-2, including my own
single family house there.  That said, virtually every R-2 lot in Noe Valley contains a single-family
home, even though we all have the legal right to put another home on the lot. Opening up the
POTENTIAL for other types of housing has NOTHING in common with "eliminating single family
neighborhoods" or even tearing down single-family homes.  Throughout our country, including in
many parts of California, single family home neighborhoods are comprised of lots zoned for one or
two homes.  

This misunderstanding of basic property and land use law also infects the City's
understanding of laws like SB-9, which actually give rights to property owners, not
to the state.  SB-9 tells homeowners that they now are *allowed* to put a second
home on, or subdivide, their property, but it does not FORCE them to do so.  All
the hand-wringing about SB-9 is misplaced. It gives zero rights to the state, only
to the homeowners. And due to its passage, people privileged and wealthy enough
to own homes in Palo Alto -- like you! -- now have even more wealth because it is
overwhelmingly true that homes zoned R-2 are more valuable than homes zoned
R-1.  If anything, you own the state legislature for this nice gift of increased



property rights! It is doubtful that this law would have passed if it did not have
that aspect. 

PPS  Tom Dubois:  is there a way to take down a tweet that attacks you,
threatens you with rape, encourages others to commit violence against you, and
otherwise threatens you?  If so, can you please let me know?  Rape threats is a
normal response to being a woman running for office with ideas and thoughts. It
also is a common response to a woman being a syndicated columnist, which I also
was.  I would love to know if there would be a way to end rape threats against
me, because I would welcome that.  Otherwise, I'm usually stuck with the mean,
hostile, and sometimes threatening tweets that (mostly) men like to make at me
on Twitter.  (I do sometimes take down hostile Facebook comments, which is a
control built into the interface! It's really not too much to ask that if a person
wants to attack me or threaten me, they can do that on their own facebook page,
not on mine. My 85 year old parents look at my facebook page and they would
freak out if they saw something like that on my page! ) So I found that criticism
puzzling and would love to hear more. 

Best - rle

On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 12:09 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

> 
> FYI: 
> 
> From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your post. This is
a guy who only listens to himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit for public office?
> 
> 
> 
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-
his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Diana Diamond; Sue Dremann; Figueroa, Eric;

robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Tannock, Julie; Enberg, Nicholas; Human Relations Commission; chuck
jagoda; Joe Simitian; Greer Stone; melissa caswell; gmah@sccoe.org; Winter Dellenbach

Subject: FCouncilman assails five candidates, but they say his critique is riddled with inaccuracies – Palo Alto Daily Post
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 4:50:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Excellent job Rebecca!! aram

Sent from my iPhone

On May 23, 2022, at 3:25 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:


Dear Aram (and all):

Thank you for distributing the Post's article from a
couple years ago, discussing the attacks made by
Councilperson Dubois on 5 candidates running for City
Council. I had emailed Mr. Dubois directly about his
commentary, asking him if we could discuss by phone, but he
did not respond (I still would be open to this, however!).  And
unfortunately I did not see this Daily Post article when it was
published, in part because of the fact that, although the Post
interviewed the other 4 candidates for their reactions, it did
not reach out to me.  

Here is the Daily Post
article: https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-
assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-
inaccuracies/

Here is Council member Dubois's criticism of 5 candidates,
including me: 
 https://www.votedubois.com/palo_alto_values

Specifically, Mr. Dubois said the following about me directly: 

"In addition to these three, Rebecca Eisenberg has repeatedly
called the men and women that make Palo Alto such a safe
place, racist."

Had the Daily Post asked me for my response, I would have
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said one or more of the following: 

1. I not even once have called any man or woman that makes
Palo Alto a safe place, including any police officer (which I
think is to whom he was referring) racist. You can read
everything I ever wrote, and listen to anything I ever said (in
fact, please do!) and I dare you to find one instance, let
alone "repeated" instances. This is due to the following:

A. I was raised never to criticize people, but rather to
criticize ACTIONS. This is one of the most fundamental beliefs
of my Jewish faith. (Feel free to interview my mother on this
point.)

B. I would not have called officers racist because I do not
believe that the institutional bias found in the PAPD (as well
as in most/all police departments) is due to "bad apples." It is
due to institutional bias, including unconscious bias in the
criminal laws, unconscious bias in criminal law enforcement,
and unconscious bias in the way that many non-black people,
including many police officers, often assume that black
people present in white-majority neighborhoods are acting
shady or causing a danger. (Sometimes that bias is conscious,
but the result is the same). This is why I push for a more
diverse peace-keeping authority, as well as the disarming of
officers in all situations that do not involve violent crime
(e.g. traffic stops and mental health disturbances, among
many others). These problems are not due to 'bad apples,' but
due to more historic, entrenched bias that often is
unconscious.

2. If these men and women were making Palo Alto a safe
place, I would not criticize the actions of the police force. I
-- and countless others -- criticize the fact that the PAPD
makes Palo Alto a safe place only for SOME people, but not
for ALL people. Until Palo Alto is safe for all, it is irrational
to consider Palo Alto "safe," and therefore the actions I
criticize are specifically ones that make Palo Alto dangerous
for some people here - mostly BIPOC, LGBTQia+, and other
minorities, as well as in many cases, women. 

3.  It's strange to me that there are some people, let alone in
elected leadership! -- who, despite all evidence to the
contrary, continue to deny that the PAPD - like many/most
other PDs in the US -- has a historic problem with excessive
force that detrimentally impacts BIPOC folks. I would have
urged Tom Dubois to read the Daily Post more regularly, as
the Post does a particularly good job of documenting police
brutality, usually needing to file public records act requests
because the PAPD, under direction of the City Council, still
refuses to hand over evidence of violent actions, even though
disclosure of that information is mandatory under California
state law. Perhaps if Mr. Dubois would act to compel the



PAPD to comply with state disclosure mandates, then Mr.
Dubois would have a better understanding of the nature and
extent of excessive force, mostly against people of color,
here in our home town. 

4. Finally, I would have been thrilled to share some of the
resources I check in order to stay updated on the national
crisis of police violence. Here are some of my favorite online
resources (in addition to a list of books about disparate
impact and anti-racism I would be happy to share as well): 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/?
nid

https://mappingpoliceviolence.us 

https://mappingpoliceviolence.org

Reading these three resources, one learns the following, for example: 

- In 2021, 1045 people were shot and killed by the police.
- Of the people killed by police, black people were three times as likely to
be shot and killed by the police as white people in the same circumstances.
- These numbers represent only the people shot, not the people killed by
police in other ways, e.g. tasers, dogs, and foot on neck, amongst others.

(Source: Washington Post)

- Most killings by police begin with traffic stops, mental health checks,
domestic violence, non-violent offenses and where no crime was alleged.
- Only 1 in 3 police killings began with an alleged violent crime

(Source: Mapping Police Violence)

- During the same period - 2021 - only 73 police officers were killed
feloniously.
- This number includes all means of killing, not just guns. 

(Source: FBI database of police deaths: https://crime-data-
explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka)

That means that during the same year, the police killed 1045 people by
gunshot alone, and 73 officers were killed by any means. 

And: the numbers of people killed by police is RISING, while the number of
police killed is FALLING. 

(Source for trending: FBI database, see above.)

In sum, while the statement made about me by Mr.
Dubois was inflammatory, hostile, and inaccurate, I
100% stand by the position that there is a problem of
institutional racism in police enforcement in the
United States, and the actions of Palo Alto's Police
Department - like virtually all other police
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departments - indicate institutional bias via a history
of excessive force that mostly harms people of color,
especially African Americans, and a shameful record of
lack of compliance with disclosure laws as well as a
hostility towards transparency and accountability. 
Until all people in Palo Alto can feel safe, I do not
believe that the current law enforcement system is
performing adequately.

Thanks for asking!  It sure would be nice to have more than 2 minutes every
now and then to make my point clearly so that others would not put words
in my mouth that I never would say.  Just ask my mom. 

PS - Tom, I would love to discuss these issues with you more in person or by
phone.  I believe that we share values in wanting everyone in our town to
feel welcome, safe, and protected. I think we can achieve that with a
meaningful look into what systemic improvements we can make quickly,
and which systemic improvements we can make over time, starting with
looking at innovative and successful approaches made by similar cities, and
meeting with the leaders of those cities to discuss (which is far more likely
to result in actionable data than another survey, right?). There is so much
we can do together to improve the quality of life for all folks in Palo Alto,
and sometimes even small changes can yield monumental improvements.

Thanks again, 

Best, 

Rebecca
415-235-8078

PPS As to the claim that I said I wanted to "eliminate single family
neighborhoods in Palo Alto during endorsement interviews."  
I respond:  Council Member Dubois: there is a legal and factual difference
between eliminating a ZONING category and eliminating a type of building.
For example, the neighborhood where our house and tenants live in San
Francisco -- Noe Valley -- is zoned almost entirely R-2, including my own
single family house there.  That said, virtually every R-2 lot in Noe Valley
contains a single-family home, even though we all have the legal right to
put another home on the lot. Opening up the POTENTIAL for other types of
housing has NOTHING in common with "eliminating single family
neighborhoods" or even tearing down single-family homes.  Throughout our
country, including in many parts of California, single family home
neighborhoods are comprised of lots zoned for one or two homes.  

This misunderstanding of basic property and land use law also
infects the City's understanding of laws like SB-9, which
actually give rights to property owners, not to the state.  SB-
9 tells homeowners that they now are *allowed* to put a
second home on, or subdivide, their property, but it does not
FORCE them to do so.  All the hand-wringing about SB-9 is
misplaced. It gives zero rights to the state, only to the
homeowners. And due to its passage, people privileged and
wealthy enough to own homes in Palo Alto -- like you! -- now
have even more wealth because it is overwhelmingly true



that homes zoned R-2 are more valuable than homes zoned R-
1.  If anything, you own the state legislature for this nice gift
of increased property rights! It is doubtful that this law would
have passed if it did not have that aspect. 

PPS  Tom Dubois:  is there a way to take down a tweet that
attacks you, threatens you with rape, encourages others to
commit violence against you, and otherwise threatens you?  If
so, can you please let me know?  Rape threats is a normal
response to being a woman running for office with ideas and
thoughts. It also is a common response to a woman being a
syndicated columnist, which I also was.  I would love to know
if there would be a way to end rape threats against me,
because I would welcome that.  Otherwise, I'm usually stuck
with the mean, hostile, and sometimes threatening tweets
that (mostly) men like to make at me on Twitter.  (I do
sometimes take down hostile Facebook comments, which is a
control built into the interface! It's really not too much to ask
that if a person wants to attack me or threaten me, they can
do that on their own facebook page, not on mine. My 85 year
old parents look at my facebook page and they would freak
out if they saw something like that on my page! ) So I found
that criticism puzzling and would love to hear more. 

Best - rle

On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 12:09 PM Aram James
<abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

> 
> FYI: 
> 
> From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just
delete your post. This is a guy who only listens to himself verbal
attack or no attack -not fit for public office?
> 
> 
> 
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-
challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Council, City; Portillo, Rumi; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission; Vara

Ramakrishnan; Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Dave Price; Tom DuBois tom.dubois@gmail.com; Pat Burt;
Greer Stone; Lydia Kou

Subject: Re: FCouncilman assails five candidates, but they say his critique is riddled with inaccuracies – Palo Alto Daily
Post

Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 4:47:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Excellent job Rebecca!! aram

Sent from my iPhone

On May 23, 2022, at 3:25 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@privateclientlegal.com> wrote:


Dear Aram (and all):

Thank you for distributing the Post's article from a couple years ago,
discussing the attacks made by Councilperson Dubois on 5 candidates
running for City Council. I had emailed Mr. Dubois directly about his
commentary, asking him if we could discuss by phone, but he did not
respond (I still would be open to this, however!).  And unfortunately I
did not see this Daily Post article when it was published, in part because
of the fact that, although the Post interviewed the other 4 candidates
for their reactions, it did not reach out to me.  

Here is the Daily Post
article: https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-
challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/

Here is Council member Dubois's criticism of 5 candidates, including me: 
 https://www.votedubois.com/palo_alto_values

Specifically, Mr. Dubois said the following about me directly: 

"In addition to these three, Rebecca Eisenberg has repeatedly called the
men and women that make Palo Alto such a safe place, racist."

Had the Daily Post asked me for my response, I would have said one or
more of the following: 

1. I not even once have called any man or woman that makes Palo Alto a
safe place, including any police officer (which I think is to whom he was
referring) racist. You can read everything I ever wrote, and listen to
anything I ever said (in fact, please do!) and I dare you to find one
instance, let alone "repeated" instances. This is due to the following:
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A. I was raised never to criticize people, but rather to criticize ACTIONS.
This is one of the most fundamental beliefs of my Jewish faith. (Feel
free to interview my mother on this point.)

B. I would not have called officers racist because I do not believe that
the institutional bias found in the PAPD (as well as in most/all police
departments) is due to "bad apples." It is due to institutional
bias, including unconscious bias in the criminal laws, unconscious bias in
criminal law enforcement, and unconscious bias in the way that many
non-black people, including many police officers, often assume that
black people present in white-majority neighborhoods are acting shady
or causing a danger. (Sometimes that bias is conscious, but the result is
the same). This is why I push for a more diverse peace-keeping
authority, as well as the disarming of officers in all situations that do not
involve violent crime (e.g. traffic stops and mental health disturbances,
among many others). These problems are not due to 'bad apples,' but
due to more historic, entrenched bias that often is unconscious.

2. If these men and women were making Palo Alto a safe place, I
would not criticize the actions of the police force. I -- and countless
others -- criticize the fact that the PAPD makes Palo Alto a safe place
only for SOME people, but not for ALL people. Until Palo Alto is safe for
all, it is irrational to consider Palo Alto "safe," and therefore the actions
I criticize are specifically ones that make Palo Alto dangerous for some
people here - mostly BIPOC, LGBTQia+, and other minorities, as well as
in many cases, women. 

3.  It's strange to me that there are some people, let alone in elected
leadership! -- who, despite all evidence to the contrary, continue to
deny that the PAPD - like many/most other PDs in the US -- has a historic
problem with excessive force that detrimentally impacts BIPOC folks. I
would have urged Tom Dubois to read the Daily Post more regularly, as
the Post does a particularly good job of documenting police brutality,
usually needing to file public records act requests because the PAPD,
under direction of the City Council, still refuses to hand over evidence of
violent actions, even though disclosure of that information is mandatory
under California state law. Perhaps if Mr. Dubois would act to compel
the PAPD to comply with state disclosure mandates, then Mr. Dubois
would have a better understanding of the nature and extent of excessive
force, mostly against people of color, here in our home town. 

4. Finally, I would have been thrilled to share some of the resources I
check in order to stay updated on the national crisis of police violence.
Here are some of my favorite online resources (in addition to a list of
books about disparate impact and anti-racism I would be happy to share
as well): 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/?nid

https://mappingpoliceviolence.us 

https://mappingpoliceviolence.org

Reading these three resources, one learns the following, for example: 
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- In 2021, 1045 people were shot and killed by the police.
- Of the people killed by police, black people were three times as likely to be shot and
killed by the police as white people in the same circumstances.
- These numbers represent only the people shot, not the people killed by police in other
ways, e.g. tasers, dogs, and foot on neck, amongst others.

(Source: Washington Post)

- Most killings by police begin with traffic stops, mental health checks, domestic
violence, non-violent offenses and where no crime was alleged.
- Only 1 in 3 police killings began with an alleged violent crime

(Source: Mapping Police Violence)

- During the same period - 2021 - only 73 police officers were killed feloniously.
- This number includes all means of killing, not just guns. 

(Source: FBI database of police deaths: https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka)

That means that during the same year, the police killed 1045 people by gunshot
alone, and 73 officers were killed by any means. 

And: the numbers of people killed by police is RISING, while the number of police killed is
FALLING. 

(Source for trending: FBI database, see above.)

In sum, while the statement made about me by Mr. Dubois was
inflammatory, hostile, and inaccurate, I 100% stand by the
position that there is a problem of institutional racism in police
enforcement in the United States, and the actions of Palo Alto's
Police Department - like virtually all other police departments -
indicate institutional bias via a history of excessive force that
mostly harms people of color, especially African Americans, and
a shameful record of lack of compliance with disclosure laws as
well as a hostility towards transparency and accountability. 
Until all people in Palo Alto can feel safe, I do not believe that
the current law enforcement system is performing adequately.

Thanks for asking!  It sure would be nice to have more than 2 minutes every now and then
to make my point clearly so that others would not put words in my mouth that I never
would say.  Just ask my mom. 

PS - Tom, I would love to discuss these issues with you more in person or by phone.  I
believe that we share values in wanting everyone in our town to feel welcome, safe, and
protected. I think we can achieve that with a meaningful look into what systemic
improvements we can make quickly, and which systemic improvements we can make over
time, starting with looking at innovative and successful approaches made by similar
cities, and meeting with the leaders of those cities to discuss (which is far more likely to
result in actionable data than another survey, right?). There is so much we can do
together to improve the quality of life for all folks in Palo Alto, and sometimes even small
changes can yield monumental improvements.

https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka


Thanks again, 

Best, 

Rebecca
415-235-8078

PPS As to the claim that I said I wanted to "eliminate single family
neighborhoods in Palo Alto during endorsement interviews."  
I respond:  Council Member Dubois: there is a legal and factual difference between
eliminating a ZONING category and eliminating a type of building. For example, the
neighborhood where our house and tenants live in San Francisco -- Noe Valley -- is zoned
almost entirely R-2, including my own single family house there.  That said, virtually
every R-2 lot in Noe Valley contains a single-family home, even though we all have the
legal right to put another home on the lot. Opening up the POTENTIAL for other types of
housing has NOTHING in common with "eliminating single family neighborhoods" or even
tearing down single-family homes.  Throughout our country, including in many parts of
California, single family home neighborhoods are comprised of lots zoned for one or two
homes.  

This misunderstanding of basic property and land use law also infects the
City's understanding of laws like SB-9, which actually give rights to
property owners, not to the state.  SB-9 tells homeowners that they now
are *allowed* to put a second home on, or subdivide, their property, but
it does not FORCE them to do so.  All the hand-wringing about SB-9 is
misplaced. It gives zero rights to the state, only to the homeowners. And
due to its passage, people privileged and wealthy enough to own homes
in Palo Alto -- like you! -- now have even more wealth because it is
overwhelmingly true that homes zoned R-2 are more valuable than
homes zoned R-1.  If anything, you own the state legislature for this nice
gift of increased property rights! It is doubtful that this law would have
passed if it did not have that aspect. 

PPS  Tom Dubois:  is there a way to take down a tweet that attacks you,
threatens you with rape, encourages others to commit violence against
you, and otherwise threatens you?  If so, can you please let me know? 
Rape threats is a normal response to being a woman running for office
with ideas and thoughts. It also is a common response to a woman being
a syndicated columnist, which I also was.  I would love to know if there
would be a way to end rape threats against me, because I would
welcome that.  Otherwise, I'm usually stuck with the mean, hostile, and
sometimes threatening tweets that (mostly) men like to make at me on
Twitter.  (I do sometimes take down hostile Facebook comments, which
is a control built into the interface! It's really not too much to ask that if
a person wants to attack me or threaten me, they can do that on their
own facebook page, not on mine. My 85 year old parents look at my
facebook page and they would freak out if they saw something like that
on my page! ) So I found that criticism puzzling and would love to hear
more. 

Best - rle

On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 12:09 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
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> 
> FYI: 
> 
> From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your
post. This is a guy who only listens to himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit
for public office?
> 
> 
> 
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-
they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone

https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Aram James
Cc: Council, City; Portillo, Rumi; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission; Vara

Ramakrishnan; Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Dave Price; Tom DuBois tom.dubois@gmail.com; Pat Burt;
Greer Stone; Lydia Kou

Subject: Re: FCouncilman assails five candidates, but they say his critique is riddled with inaccuracies – Palo Alto Daily
Post

Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 3:26:03 PM

You don't often get email from rebecca@privateclientlegal.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Aram (and all):

Thank you for distributing the Post's article from a couple years ago, discussing the
attacks made by Councilperson Dubois on 5 candidates running for City Council. I
had emailed Mr. Dubois directly about his commentary, asking him if we could
discuss by phone, but he did not respond (I still would be open to this, however!). 
And unfortunately I did not see this Daily Post article when it was published, in part
because of the fact that, although the Post interviewed the other 4 candidates for
their reactions, it did not reach out to me.  

Here is the Daily Post article: https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-
assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/

Here is Council member Dubois's criticism of 5 candidates, including me: 
 https://www.votedubois.com/palo_alto_values

Specifically, Mr. Dubois said the following about me directly: 

"In addition to these three, Rebecca Eisenberg has repeatedly called the men and
women that make Palo Alto such a safe place, racist."

Had the Daily Post asked me for my response, I would have said one or more of the
following: 

1. I not even once have called any man or woman that makes Palo Alto a safe place,
including any police officer (which I think is to whom he was referring) racist. You
can read everything I ever wrote, and listen to anything I ever said (in fact, please
do!) and I dare you to find one instance, let alone "repeated" instances. This is due
to the following:

A. I was raised never to criticize people, but rather to criticize ACTIONS. This is one
of the most fundamental beliefs of my Jewish faith. (Feel free to interview my
mother on this point.)

B. I would not have called officers racist because I do not believe that the
institutional bias found in the PAPD (as well as in most/all police departments) is
due to "bad apples." It is due to institutional bias, including unconscious bias in the
criminal laws, unconscious bias in criminal law enforcement, and unconscious bias
in the way that many non-black people, including many police officers, often
assume that black people present in white-majority neighborhoods are acting shady
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or causing a danger. (Sometimes that bias is conscious, but the result is the same).
This is why I push for a more diverse peace-keeping authority, as well as the
disarming of officers in all situations that do not involve violent crime (e.g. traffic
stops and mental health disturbances, among many others). These problems are not
due to 'bad apples,' but due to more historic, entrenched bias that often is
unconscious.

2. If these men and women were making Palo Alto a safe place, I would not
criticize the actions of the police force. I -- and countless others -- criticize the
fact that the PAPD makes Palo Alto a safe place only for SOME people, but not for
ALL people. Until Palo Alto is safe for all, it is irrational to consider Palo Alto
"safe," and therefore the actions I criticize are specifically ones that make Palo Alto
dangerous for some people here - mostly BIPOC, LGBTQia+, and other minorities, as
well as in many cases, women. 

3.  It's strange to me that there are some people, let alone in elected leadership! --
who, despite all evidence to the contrary, continue to deny that the PAPD - like
many/most other PDs in the US -- has a historic problem with excessive force that
detrimentally impacts BIPOC folks. I would have urged Tom Dubois to read the Daily
Post more regularly, as the Post does a particularly good job of documenting police
brutality, usually needing to file public records act requests because the PAPD,
under direction of the City Council, still refuses to hand over evidence of violent
actions, even though disclosure of that information is mandatory under California
state law. Perhaps if Mr. Dubois would act to compel the PAPD to comply with state
disclosure mandates, then Mr. Dubois would have a better understanding of the
nature and extent of excessive force, mostly against people of color, here in our
home town. 

4. Finally, I would have been thrilled to share some of the resources I check in
order to stay updated on the national crisis of police violence. Here are some of my
favorite online resources (in addition to a list of books about disparate impact and
anti-racism I would be happy to share as well): 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/?nid

https://mappingpoliceviolence.us 

https://mappingpoliceviolence.org

Reading these three resources, one learns the following, for example: 

- In 2021, 1045 people were shot and killed by the police.
- Of the people killed by police, black people were three times as likely to be shot and killed by the
police as white people in the same circumstances.
- These numbers represent only the people shot, not the people killed by police in other ways, e.g.
tasers, dogs, and foot on neck, amongst others.

(Source: Washington Post)

- Most killings by police begin with traffic stops, mental health checks, domestic violence, non-violent
offenses and where no crime was alleged.
- Only 1 in 3 police killings began with an alleged violent crime

(Source: Mapping Police Violence)

- During the same period - 2021 - only 73 police officers were killed feloniously.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/?nid
https://mappingpoliceviolence.us/
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- This number includes all means of killing, not just guns. 

(Source: FBI database of police deaths: https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka)

That means that during the same year, the police killed 1045 people by gunshot alone, and 73
officers were killed by any means. 

And: the numbers of people killed by police is RISING, while the number of police killed is FALLING. 

(Source for trending: FBI database, see above.)

In sum, while the statement made about me by Mr. Dubois was
inflammatory, hostile, and inaccurate, I 100% stand by the position that
there is a problem of institutional racism in police enforcement in the
United States, and the actions of Palo Alto's Police Department - like
virtually all other police departments - indicate institutional bias via a
history of excessive force that mostly harms people of color, especially
African Americans, and a shameful record of lack of compliance with
disclosure laws as well as a hostility towards transparency and
accountability.  Until all people in Palo Alto can feel safe, I do not believe
that the current law enforcement system is performing adequately.

Thanks for asking!  It sure would be nice to have more than 2 minutes every now and then to make my
point clearly so that others would not put words in my mouth that I never would say.  Just ask my
mom. 

PS - Tom, I would love to discuss these issues with you more in person or by phone.  I believe that we
share values in wanting everyone in our town to feel welcome, safe, and protected. I think we can
achieve that with a meaningful look into what systemic improvements we can make quickly, and which
systemic improvements we can make over time, starting with looking at innovative and successful
approaches made by similar cities, and meeting with the leaders of those cities to discuss (which is far
more likely to result in actionable data than another survey, right?). There is so much we can do
together to improve the quality of life for all folks in Palo Alto, and sometimes even small changes can
yield monumental improvements.

Thanks again, 

Best, 

Rebecca
415-235-8078

PPS As to the claim that I said I wanted to "eliminate single family neighborhoods in Palo Alto
during endorsement interviews."  
I respond:  Council Member Dubois: there is a legal and factual difference between eliminating a
ZONING category and eliminating a type of building. For example, the neighborhood where our house
and tenants live in San Francisco -- Noe Valley -- is zoned almost entirely R-2, including my own single
family house there.  That said, virtually every R-2 lot in Noe Valley contains a single-family home, even
though we all have the legal right to put another home on the lot. Opening up the POTENTIAL for other
types of housing has NOTHING in common with "eliminating single family neighborhoods" or even
tearing down single-family homes.  Throughout our country, including in many parts of California,
single family home neighborhoods are comprised of lots zoned for one or two homes.  

This misunderstanding of basic property and land use law also infects the City's

https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/pages/le/leoka


understanding of laws like SB-9, which actually give rights to property owners, not
to the state.  SB-9 tells homeowners that they now are *allowed* to put a second
home on, or subdivide, their property, but it does not FORCE them to do so.  All the
hand-wringing about SB-9 is misplaced. It gives zero rights to the state, only to the
homeowners. And due to its passage, people privileged and wealthy enough to own
homes in Palo Alto -- like you! -- now have even more wealth because it is
overwhelmingly true that homes zoned R-2 are more valuable than homes zoned R-
1.  If anything, you own the state legislature for this nice gift of increased property
rights! It is doubtful that this law would have passed if it did not have that aspect. 

PPS  Tom Dubois:  is there a way to take down a tweet that attacks you, threatens
you with rape, encourages others to commit violence against you, and otherwise
threatens you?  If so, can you please let me know?  Rape threats is a normal
response to being a woman running for office with ideas and thoughts. It also is a
common response to a woman being a syndicated columnist, which I also was.  I
would love to know if there would be a way to end rape threats against me,
because I would welcome that.  Otherwise, I'm usually stuck with the mean, hostile,
and sometimes threatening tweets that (mostly) men like to make at me on
Twitter.  (I do sometimes take down hostile Facebook comments, which is a control
built into the interface! It's really not too much to ask that if a person wants to
attack me or threaten me, they can do that on their own facebook page, not on
mine. My 85 year old parents look at my facebook page and they would freak out if
they saw something like that on my page! ) So I found that criticism puzzling and
would love to hear more. 

Best - rle

On Mon, May 23, 2022 at 12:09 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

> 
> FYI: 
> 
> From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your post. This is a
guy who only listens to himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit for public office?
> 
> 
> 
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-
critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Portillo, Rumi; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission; Vara

Ramakrishnan; Rebecca Eisenberg; Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org
Subject: FCouncilman assails five candidates, but they say his critique is riddled with inaccuracies – Palo Alto Daily Post
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 12:09:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> FYI:
>
> From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your post. This is a guy who only listens to
himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit for public office?
>
>
>
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-
inaccuracies/
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach
Subject: Councilman assails five candidates, but they say his critique is riddled with inaccuracies – Palo Alto Daily Post
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 12:04:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:

From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your post. This is a guy who only listens to
himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit for public office?

https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-
inaccuracies/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/
https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/


From: Info .
Subject: WILTON COURT APARTMENTS OPEN WAITLIST - Alta Housing
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 8:02:19 AM
Attachments: Wilton Court Flyer - 2022 Spanish.pdf

Wilton Court Flyer - 2022 English.pdf

You don't often get email from info@altahousing.org. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello,

Alta Housing is proud to announce that our waitlist is open for Wilton Court
Apartments from May 16, 2022 through June 30, 2022. Applications will be
available on our website, altahousing.org, and at our main office located at the
Sobrato Center for Nonprofits on 3460 W. Bayshore Road, Suite 104, Palo Alto, CA
94303. Please see attached flyer for inquiries about the property. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hola,

Alta Housing se enorgullece en anunciar que nuestra lista de espera está abierta para Wilton
Court Apartments desde el 16 de mayo de 2022 hasta el 30 de junio de 2022. Las solicitudes
estarán disponibles en nuestro sitio web, altahousing.org, y en nuestra oficina principal
ubicada en Sobrato Center for Nonprofits en 3460 W. Bayshore Road, Suite 104, Palo Alto,
CA 94303. Consulte el folleto adjunto para consultas sobre la propiedad.

Best Regards/ Atentamente,

ALTA HOUSING

Sobrato Center for Nonprofits

a: 3460 W. Bayshore Road Suite 104 Palo Alto, CA 94303

p: 650.321.9709 f: 650.321.4341 

w. altahousing.org

 

BUILDING STORIES THAT MATTER

Our emails have changed! Please use info@altahousing.org for all future
correspondence.

We have moved! Please note the new address above.

mailto:info@altahousing.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
http://altahousing.org/
http://altahousing.org/
http://altahousing.org/
mailto:acole@altahousing.org



 
 


 


altahousing.org 


BUILDING STORIES THAT MATTER 
If hearing impaired call 800-735-2929. PAHC Management & Services does not discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
familial status, or national origin.   


Alta Housing c/o Sobrato Center 
for Nonprofits 
3460 W. Bayshore Rd, Ste. 104 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 


Wilton Court Apartments 
       Tel. 650 321 9709 
       Fax. 650 321 4341 


AHORA ACEPTANDO SOLICITUDES 


WILTON COURT APARTMENTS, PALO ALTO 


58 apartamentos asequibles tipo estudio y de 1 habitación 


FINALIZACIÓN PREVISTA SEPTIEMBRE 2022 
 


✓ NUEVOS apartamentos tipo estudio y de 1 


habitación 


✓ Guardabicis en planta baja 


✓ Cerca del transporte público, tiendas y parques 


✓ Salas comunitarias, salones, sala de actividad  


✓ High speed internet access 


✓ Lavandería en el lugar 


✓ Propiedad para no fumadores 


✓ Se aceptan cupones y certificados de la Sección 8 


 


Se dará preferencia a los solicitantes que vivan o trabajen en la Ciudad de Palo Alto. Se dará preferencia para 


algunas unidades a los hogares con al menos un miembro del hogar con una discapacidad del desarrollo referido por 


Housing Choices Coalition www.housingchoices.org y San Andreas Regional Center (SARC). Consulte los 


Criterios de selección de residentes para obtener detalles adicionales sobre el proceso de calificación. Una lotería 


determinará el lugar de un solicitante en la lista de espera. 


Paquetes de solicitud disponibles del 16 de mayo de 2022 al 30 de junio de 2022 en: 


Alta Housing 


Sobrato Center for Nonprofits 


3460 West Bayshore Road, Suite 104 


Palo Alto, CA 94303 


O escaneando este código QR;   


  
Las solicitudes completadas deben recibirse en o antes de las 4:00 p.m. de 30 de junio de 2022 en 


Alta Housing 


3460 West Bayshore Road, Suite 104 


Palo Alto, CA 94303 


Las tarifas de alquiler y el tamaño de las unidades se asignan según el tamaño del hogar, los ingresos y la 


disponibilidad 


Tarifas de alquiler y límites de ingresos 


Rents:  $1,475 - $1,896 


# en Familia  
Ingreso Máximo* 


1 $59,000-$70,800 


2 $67,400-$80,880 


3 $75,850-$91,020 
*También se aplican límites de ingresos mínimos 








 
 


 


Wilton Court Apartments 
Alta Housing c/o Sobrato Center 
for Nonprofits 
3460 W. Bayshore Rd, Ste. 104 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 


Altahousing.org        Tel. 650 321 9709 
       Fax. 650 321 4341 


BUILDING STORIES THAT MATTER 
If hearing impaired call 800-735-2929. PAHC Management & Services does not discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
familial status, or national origin.   


NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  


WILTON COURT APARTMENTS, PALO ALTO 


58 Affordable Studio & 1 Bedroom Apartments 
ANTICIPATED COMPLETION SEPTEMBER 2022 


 


 
 


Preference will be given to applicants who live or work in the City of Palo Alto.  Preference for some units will be given to 


households with at least one household member with a developmental disability referred by Housing Choices Coalition 


www.housingchoices.org and San Andreas Regional Center (SARC).   See Resident Selection Criteria for additional detail regarding 


qualification process. A lottery will determine an applicant’s place on the waiting list. 


Application packets available May 16, 2022 through June 30, 2022 at: 
Alta Housing 


Sobrato Center for Nonprofits 


3460 West Bayshore Road, Suite 104 


Palo Alto, CA 94303 


Or, by scanning this QR Code;    


 


Completed applications must be received on or before 4:00 PM on June 30, 2022 at 


Alta Housing 


3460 West Bayshore Road, Suite 104 


Palo Alto, CA 94303 


Rental rates and unit sizes are assigned based on household size, income & availability 


Rental Rates and Income Limits  


 Rent Range:  $1,475 - $1,896 
 


# in Family Max Income* 
1 $59,000-$70,800 


2 $67,400-$80,880 


 $75,850-$91,020 


* Minimum Income Limits Apply  


 


 NEW Studio & 1 Bedroom Apartments 


 Bike Storage Room on ground floor 


 Close to public transit, shopping, and parks 


 Community rooms, lounges, activity room & 


courtyard 


 High speed internet access 


 On-site laundry  


 Nonsmoking property  


 Section 8 Vouchers & Certificates Welcome 


 



http://www.housingchoices.org/





From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Salem Ajluni; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; paloaltorenters@gmail.com; ParkRec

Commission; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Winter Dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg; james pitkin;
chuck jagoda

Subject: ProgressiveJewishPerspectives on Israel Palestine June 8, 7pm zoom
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 12:22:24 AM
Attachments: ProgressiveJewishPerspectives(1).png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:ajluni@hotmail.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:paloaltorenters@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jamespitkin777@yahoo.com
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com



From: Aram James
To: Winter Dellenbach; Stump, Molly; Portillo, Rumi; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg;

Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Planning Commission; Diana Diamond; Tanaka,
Greg; Steven D. Lee; ParkRec Commission

Subject: From the archives of the Daly Post -if I don’t agree with u I just delete your post. This is a guy who only listens
to himself verbal attack or no attack -not fit for public office?

Date: Sunday, May 22, 2022 8:52:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> 
> fYI:
> https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-
inaccuracies/amp/
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:Molly.Stump@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Rumi.Portillo@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
mailto:Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:dianaLdiamond@gmail.com
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:stevendlee@gmail.com
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/amp/
https://padailypost.com/2020/10/03/councilman-assails-five-challenges-but-they-say-his-critique-is-riddled-with-inaccuracies/amp/


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen; Winter Dellenbach; Council, City; chuck jagoda; Jay

Boyarsky; Joe Simitian; supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org; Sajid Khan; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Josh
Becker; Greer Stone; Shikada, Ed; Stump, Molly; Miguel Rodriguez; Alison Cormack; Tom DuBois; Jack Ajluni;
Sean Allen; Salem Ajluni; melissa caswell; Binder, Andrew

Subject: Israel Used U.S. Weapons to Destroy U.S. Aid Projects in Gaza
Date: Sunday, May 22, 2022 4:45:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://theintercept.com/2022/05/19/israel-gaza-us-weapons-aid-projects/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:supervisor.lee@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:becker.josh@gmail.com
mailto:becker.josh@gmail.com
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Molly.Stump@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org
mailto:alisonlcormack@gmail.com
mailto:tomforcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:jaxpolo@gmail.com
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:ajluni@hotmail.com
mailto:mbcaswell@yahoo.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://theintercept.com/2022/05/19/israel-gaza-us-weapons-aid-projects/


From: Aram James
To: Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; Raj; Sean Allen; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Winter

Dellenbach; Enberg, Nicholas; Tannock, Julie; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Figueroa, Eric;
city.council@menlopark.org; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Binder, Andrew; ladoris cordell; Bains, Paul;
Planning Commission

Subject: One Roadblock to Police Reform: Veteran Officers Who Train Recruits (The Marshall Project)
Date: Saturday, May 21, 2022 3:23:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/07/22/one-roadblock-to-police-reform-veteran-officers-who-train-recruits?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share-tools&utm_source=email&utm_content=post-top

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:Nicholas.Enberg@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Julie.Tannock@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Eric.Figueroa@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:ladoris@judgecordell.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=189b7681daef4b0bbcc2c38b522941bb-PaulBains
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/07/22/one-roadblock-to-police-reform-veteran-officers-who-train-recruits?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share-tools&utm_source=email&utm_content=post-top
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/07/22/one-roadblock-to-police-reform-veteran-officers-who-train-recruits?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share-tools&utm_source=email&utm_content=post-top


From: Aram James
To: DuBois, Tom; City Mgr; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian; Council, City; Human

Relations Commission
Subject: Homeless
Date: Saturday, May 21, 2022 9:22:51 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.

https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=1da38444b_134848d

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=1da38444b_134848d


From: Aram James
To: city.council@menlopark.org; Council, City; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian; Jay Boyarsky; Winter Dellenbach; Greer

Stone; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Rosen; Binder, Andrew; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org;
Enberg, Nicholas; Shikada, Ed; Tannock, Julie; Figueroa, Eric; DuBois, Tom; melissa caswell

Subject: Officer was previously accused of sex assault
Date: Saturday, May 21, 2022 8:50:32 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.

Officer was previously accused of sex assault
https://enewspaper.mercurynews.com/?publink=1131d5709_134848d

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
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mailto:Eric.Figueroa@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: Aram James
To: Linda Jolley; Rebecca Eisenberg; Vara Ramakrishnan; Binder, Andrew; Joe Simitian; Council, City; Cindy Chavez;

Jay Boyarsky; Human Relations Commission; Winter Dellenbach; Sajid Khan; Jeff Rosen; Greer Stone; Pat Burt;
Planning Commission; Sean Allen; chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist; Alison Cormack; Shikada, Ed;
Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Tanaka, Greg

Subject: New Count of Unsheltered Californians Not as Bad as Expected | San Jose Inside
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 4:22:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:
https://www.sanjoseinside.com/news/new-count-of-unsheltered-californians-not-as-bad-as-expected/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:lindajolley9@yahoo.com
mailto:rebecca@privateclientlegal.com
mailto:vara@acm.org
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
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mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
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mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:jrosen@da.sccgov.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:pat@patburt.org
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
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From: Google Calendar on behalf of e.aldridge@geteasygenerator.com
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Invitation: Invitation: Talk with Easygenerator [10 AM EST] @ Mon May 23, 2022 4pm - 4:15pm (CEST) (hrc@cityofpaloalto.org)
Start: Monday, May 23, 2022 7:00:00 AM
End: Monday, May 23, 2022 7:15:00 AM
Location: I will call you (please provide a phone number)
Attachments: invite.ics

 You don't often get email from e.aldridge@geteasygenerator.com. Learn why this is important <https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

You have been invited to the following event.

Invitation: Talk with Easygenerator [10 AM EST]

When
Mon May 23, 2022 4pm – 4:15pm Central European Time - Amsterdam
Where
I will call you (please provide a phone number) (map <https://www.google.com/maps/search/I+will+call+you+%28please+provide+a+phone+number%29?hl=en> )
Calendar
hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
Who
(Guest list is too large to display)  
more details » <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?
action=VIEW&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0anZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYXN5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&ctz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=0> 

Trying out to secure a conversation around this trend of employee generated learning from March. I wonder if any member of the Learning and development/HR Team could be available to discuss if this methodology could benefit your organization at the proposed time slot? 

Thank you, 
Emma 

Going (hrc@cityofpaloalto.org)?    
Yes <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?
action=RESPOND&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0anZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&rst=1&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYXN5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&ctz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=0> 
- 
Maybe <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?
action=RESPOND&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0anZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&rst=3&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYXN5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&ctz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=0> 
- 
No <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?
action=RESPOND&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0anZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&rst=2&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYXN5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&ctz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=0>    
more options » <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/event?
action=VIEW&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0anZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYXN5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&ctz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=0> 

Invitation from Google Calendar <https://calendar.google.com/calendar/> 

You are receiving this courtesy email at the account hrc@cityofpaloalto.org because you are an attendee of this event.

To stop receiving future updates for this event, decline this event. Alternatively you can sign up for a Google account at https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ and control your notification settings for your entire calendar.

Forwarding this invitation could allow any recipient to send a response to the organizer and be added to the guest list, or invite others regardless of their own invitation status, or to modify your RSVP. Learn More <https://support.google.com/calendar/answer/37135#forwarding> .

mailto:calendar-notification@google.com
mailto:e.aldridge@geteasygenerator.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org

BEGIN:VCALENDAR
PRODID:-//Google Inc//Google Calendar 70.9054//EN
VERSION:2.0
CALSCALE:GREGORIAN
METHOD:REQUEST
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTART:20220523T140000Z
DTEND:20220523T141500Z
DTSTAMP:20220519T105401Z
ORGANIZER;CN=e.aldridge@geteasygenerator.com:mailto:e.aldridge@geteasygener
 ator.com
UID:29lr64rdtlosretjvsad8shk4f@google.com
ATTENDEE;CUTYPE=INDIVIDUAL;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=
 TRUE;CN=hrc@cityofpaloalto.org;X-NUM-GUESTS=0:mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-OWNERAPPTID:1313670968
CREATED:20220519T105343Z
DESCRIPTION:Trying out to secure a conversation around this trend of employ
 ee generated learning from March. I wonder if any member of the Learning an
 d development/HR Team could be available to discuss if this methodology cou
 ld benefit your organization at the proposed time slot?                    
                                 \n                                         
            \nThank you\,                                                   
  \nEmma                                                    \n\n-::~:~::~:~:
 ~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~::~:~::-
 \nDo not edit this section of the description.\n\nView your event at https:
 //calendar.google.com/calendar/event?action=VIEW&eid=MjlscjY0cmR0bG9zcmV0an
 ZzYWQ4c2hrNGYgaHJjQGNpdHlvZnBhbG9hbHRvLm9yZw&tok=MzEjZS5hbGRyaWRnZUBnZXRlYX
 N5Z2VuZXJhdG9yLmNvbTY4OTNkNzYxZDgyZTdmODkxY2IxYmNjMzQ0NzRjYmM0M2JhM2E5OGI&c
 tz=Europe%2FAmsterdam&hl=en&es=1.\n-::~:~::~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:
 ~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~::~:~::-
LAST-MODIFIED:20220519T105353Z
LOCATION:I will call you (please provide a phone number)
SEQUENCE:0
STATUS:CONFIRMED
SUMMARY:Invitation: Talk with Easygenerator [10 AM EST]
TRANSP:OPAQUE
END:VEVENT
END:VCALENDAR




From: Kat Snyder
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: climate emergency ask
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 1:15:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRC,

I know that multiple of you are worried about the climate emergency but don't know how the
HRC can address that. Here is a small ask that you can probably help with: The 350 Palo Alto
team has done exemplary work and we even have people interviewing us to find out what
makes us so successful. HOWEVER - we are almost fully white women. To me, that is a
HUGE failing. I have two asks:

1) Are there any people of different demographics who would be interested in joining our
team?

2) Would it be possible to interview people of different demographics to find out what they
find most concerning about climate change?

350 Palo Alto is having a steering committee retreat in June and I hope to have an agenda item
around how we can better serve our FULL community. Any input you could provide before
then would be greatly appreciated.

Best,
~Kat Snyder
350 Palo Alto "switch to electric" team
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Dear Aram,

My name’s Rowan Gaudet, and I’ll be filling in as IJV’s
Communications and Media Lead for the summer while Aaron is on
parental leave. You might recognize me from when I worked for
IJV last summer, or from my work with the Montreal chapter, but
either way I’m happy to be back with IJV after finishing the first
year of my master’s degree in Italy. With that said, please read on

From: Aram James
To: Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Jay Boyarsky; Sean Allen; Salem Ajluni; chuck jagoda;

citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; Winter Dellenbach; Greer Stone; Alison Cormack;
Pat Burt; DuBois, Tom; ParkRec Commission; Tanner, Rachael; Vara Ramakrishnan;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; Council, City; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Jonsen, Robert

Subject: The Tzedek Report: IJV"s May 2022 newsletter
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 4:39:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FYI: 
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to find out what IJV’s been up to for the past month, and hear
about some exciting upcoming events.

In this email:

1. The Online Chavurah's Shavuot event

2. Ruling rejects "Product of Israel" label on settlement
wines

3. Upcoming International Jewish Collective for Justice in
Palestine webinar

4. Together Against Apartheid

5. Masafer Yatta

6. What's in your headphones?

7. What's on your bookshelf?

1. The Online Chavurah's
Shavuot event

IJV’s Online Chavurah will be
hosting a special Shavuot Torah
Study Session on Wednesday,
June 1st at 6pm ET. No prior
Torah knowledge is required!

The word “Shavuot” means “weeks”
and the holiday celebrates the
completion of the seven-week
counting of the Omer between
Passover and Shavuot. It was

https://secure.ijvcanada.org/index.php?q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=4746&qid=2233221


Register for Shavuot 

originally a harvest festival, but
following the destruction of the
Second Temple, it became a
celebration of the giving of the
Torah, thus why Jews study it on
this night.

In order to attend, please register
in advance.

Read our press release

 2. Ruling rejects
"Product of Israel" label
on settlement wines
Last Friday, we received word that a
ruling had been released on the
legal case brought by IJV member
David Kattenburg. The case relates
to Israeli wines made in illegal West
Bank settlements being labelled
“Product of Israel.” In an important
win for our movement, the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
agreed that such labels were
“false.” 

It remains to be seen how this will
be enforced, but for the time being
we have reason to celebrate this
important step towards clearly
marking products from illegal
settlements. The next step, of
course, is to ban the sale of such
products in Canada.
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3. Upcoming
International Jewish
Collective for Justice in
Palestine webinar

The International Jewish Collective
for Justice in Palestine, a newly
formed collective of Jewish
individuals and organizations from
fifteen different countries across the
globe engaging in Palestine
solidarity, will be hosting its first
webinar Sunday May 22nd at
4:00pm ET. There’ll be
presentations from various
countries on what Jewish organizing
looks like in their contexts, and
lessons and strategies we can learn
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Register for the webinar

from each other. IJV is a proud
member of this collective, and I’ll be
representing us there. I hope you
can join us!

Add your name to the
pledge

4. Together Against
Apartheid

Our Together Against Apartheid
pledge has continued to garner
signatures, and recently
the whole Québec Solidaire caucus
has added their names to the over
3000 people who have also signed.
This is amazing, and we want to
keep building. If you haven’t
already, please sign now!

And while you’re at it, check out our
great resource page about life
under apartheid, in order to get a
clearer understanding of what
Palestinians face on a daily basis.

5. Masafer Yatta
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Check out Stop The Wall's
resource page

As you might have heard, the
Israeli High Court of Justice recently
gave the green light to forcibly
remove the Palestinians living in the
area of Masafer Yatta in the south
Hebron hills. If carried out, this
order could have a devastating
impact on over 1000 and  possibly
up to 2800 Palestinians living in the
area. We’ll be keeping track of how
things unfold over the next several
months, and sharing information
and actions you can take as they
come up. For now, please take the
time to visit this Masafer Yatta
resource page run by the
Palestinian organization Stop The
Wall to keep informed on the
situation, and for actions you can
take.
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Check out Rasha Nahas'
website

6. What's in your
headphones?

This month’s music
recommendation is the Berlin-based
up-and-coming Palestinian musician
Rasha Nahas, who came out with
her first album last year. Her music
blends early rock styles and jazz,
and makes for a smooth but
always surprising listen. Her first
album Desert came out last year,
and her recent song release Ya Binti
is part of an upcoming Arabic-
language album, which I’m
anxiously awaiting!

7. What's on your
bookshelf?

And finally, our monthly book
recommendation! If you want to
recommend a book you’re reading,
get in touch at
rowan@ijvcanada.org.

This month's recommendation
comes from IJV's summer intern,
Kevin Keystone, who is reading
Palestine +100: Stories From a
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Click here to order your
copy from the publisher

Century After the Nakba, edited by
Basma Ghalayini.

Palestine +100 imagines
Israel/Palestine in the year 2048.
By an all-star cast of authors, the
volume covers a range of hope,
dystopia and science fiction: from
parallel-universe peace treaties to
time-bending VR, digital uprisings
and even a Palestinian superhero.
Thought to be the first ever
collection of Palestinian sci-fi, the
book offers “a liberating way to
explore current problems,” says
contributor Saleem Haddad, “what
might have been”—and what yet
could be.

And that's it for now! Thank you for reading this far, and I hope
you enjoyed this newsletter. If you support the crucial work of IJV,
please consider making a donation. Every dollar you donate
helps us scale up our work and grow the pro-justice, anti-
apartheid movement in Canada.

In solidarity,
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Donate to IJV or become a member!

Rowan Gaudet,

IJV Communications and Media Lead

rowan@ijvcanada.org

PO Box 75372, Leslie Street PO
Toronto, ON M4M 1B0
Canada
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From: Aram James
To: Rosemary McCarthy
Subject: K-9s in question: Bay Area police dogs bite with little consequence
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 2:47:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:
>
> 
>>
>> 
>>>
>>> FYI: worth watching a second time. See the numbers on the SJPD and our sheriff’s department —both near the
top of the list. Note also: the video by ktvu features an interview of Joel Alejo who was repeatedly bitten by a PAPD
canine. The dog handler in the case none other than PAPD’s agent Nicholas Enberg. It is reported that Enberg is still
assigned to the canine unit.
>>>
>>> Aram “Ban Canines Now” James
>>>
>>> https://www.ktvu.com/news/k-9s-in-question-bay-area-police-dogs-bite-with-little-consequence
>>>
>>>
>>> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org; Jonsen, Robert; Enberg, Nicholas; Tannock, Julie; Council,

City; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Sajid Khan; Winter
Dellenbach; Raj; peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com; Jay Boyarsky; Salem Ajluni; Jack Ajluni; Joe Simitian;
Shikada, Ed; Sean Allen; Alison Cormack

Subject: K-9s in question: Bay Area police dogs bite with little consequence
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:58:59 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI: worth watching a second time. See the numbers on the SJPD and our sheriff’s department —both near the top
of the list. Note also: the video by ktvu features an interview of Joel Alejo who was repeatedly bitten by a PAPD
canine. The dog handler in the case none other than PAPD’s agent Nicholas Enberg. It is reported that Enberg is still
assigned to the canine unit.

Aram “Ban Canines Now” James
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Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:robert.parham@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Nicholas.Enberg@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Julie.Tannock@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:citycouncil@mountainview.gov
mailto:Sajid@votesajid.com
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:wintergery@earthlink.net
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:peninsula_raging_grannies@yahoo.com
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:ajluni@hotmail.com
mailto:jaxpolo@gmail.com
mailto:joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:sallen6444@yahoo.com
mailto:alisonlcormack@gmail.com
https://www.ktvu.com/news/k-9s-in-question-bay-area-police-dogs-bite-with-little-consequence


From: marni barnes
To: Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Angie, Palo Alto Renters Association
Subject: NEVER TO Castilleja"s Expansion plans
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:36:59 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from purplebeachcow@gmail.com. 
Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious 
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am OPPOSED TO ANY EXPANSION of this school.
Castilleja's actions have proven them to be self interested liars and lawbreakers.

We grew up in Palo Alto, went through the PAUSD system and never did our paths cross with 
anyone from Castilleja.
They have not contributed to the city or the citizens of Palo Alto what so ever.

It is time for this city to stand for social justice, and not pander to elites.

SAY NO TO ANY EXPANSION!

Sincerely,
Marni and Cecil Barnes
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From: UNAFF
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Last Call for Entries: 25th UNAFF Late Deadline May 22
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 9:01:31 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

LAST CALL FOR ENTRIES
25th UNAFF

REFLECTIONS

LATE DEADLINE: MAY 22

mailto:info@unaff.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org


Dear filmmakers,

We hope that you are safe, healthy, and creative in these surreal times. While many are
suffering, and many more are inconvenienced and afraid, we believe that the human spirit
is able to overcome everything, including this horrible pandemic. We know that the
documentary community is resilient and inventive and trust that we will weather the
current challenge. Therefore, we urge you to keep sending us your films, remembering
that the theme for the 25th UNAFF (United Nations Association Film Festival) this year
is REFLECTIONS.

Please click here for details on how to submit your films.

Also, please share UNAFF Facebook and UNAFF Twitter with your lists, to receive
UNAFF updates on screenings and panel discussions.

Stay well and creative!

UNAFF Team

      

UNAFF | PO Box 19369, Stanford, CA 94309

Unsubscribe hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Aram James
To: Linda Jolley; Sean Allen; Joe Simitian; Human Relations Commission; Sajid Khan; Winter Dellenbach; chuck

jagoda; Council, City; Jeff Rosen; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Vara Ramakrishnan; Rebecca Eisenberg;
Rebecca.Tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Shikada, Ed; Pat Burt; Tanaka, Greg; Lumi Gardner; Jay Boyarsky; Alison
Cormack; Jonsen, Robert; Roberta Ahlquist; City Mgr; Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Enberg, Nicholas

Subject: Santa Clara County Homeless count grows
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 10:08:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.
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Subject: K-9s in question: Bay Area police dogs bite with little consequence
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2 sheriff’s candidates say they’d stop using
dogs to hunt down suspects

May 16, 2022 11:14 pm

Correction: A statement attributed to Palo Alto Police Chief Robert Jonsen about the Wayne
Benitez case in an earlier version of this story was incorrect. It has been removed.
BY BRADEN CARTWRIGHT
Daily Post Staff Writer
In a debate for Santa Clara County Sheriff, Sgt. Sean Allen and retired Capt. Kevin Jensen squared off
over who has done more in their career to hold leaders of the jail accountable, while Palo Alto police
Chief Bob Jonsen positioned himself as the outsider in the race.
The three candidates are running to replace Sheriff Laurie Smith, who is retiring amid allegations of
bribery and mismanaging the jail. 
All of the candidates say they want to bring more transparency and accountability to the sheriff’s office,
reforming a culture of corruption that is deeply entrenched. But their approaches and backgrounds
diverge.
Jonsen, 59, said he’s the only one who is working right now, and he has leadership experience at three
agencies of different sizes and approaches. The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office is large, Menlo Park
Police is small and Palo Alto Police is progressive, he said.
Jonsen said Tasers are more trouble than they’re worth, and he would prefer hands-on force. He also said
Palo Alto’s two police dogs are nearing retirement, and he wants to look at moving on from them in
Santa Clara County.
“For the amount of time we use them (it’s) maybe not the greatest use of resources,” he said.
Jonsen said he would rather use dogs for therapy than apprehension.
Allen is on medical leave from his job at the jail, and Jensen retired in 2014. Both of them have spent
their entire careers with the sheriff’s office and say they have been fighting the good fight.
Jensen, 58, said he retired because his father had cancer. He took a balanced approach to questions, often
saying he would consult experts before making a decision. He touted his experience and leadership,
which includes teaching classes on ethics and management.
Allen, 51, has the unique experience of being arrested at age 19. The charges were dropped. He was
incarcerated at the same jail where he has spent his 32-year career. He also sued the sheriff’s in 2014 for
discrimination and harassment along with two other officers, and they were given an $800,000
settlement.
Allen said he would make a lot of changes at the sheriff’s office. He said he would unencrypt police
radios, stop using police dogs and arrest supervisors who scrap internal investigations.
Allen, who is black, said he would bring diversity to a position that is dominated by white males.
The Silicon Valley chapter of the NAACP and other social justice-minded organizations hosted the
debate on Thursday. Another candidate, jail Sgt. Christine Nagaye, wasn’t there. 
Ballots have been mailed, and the election is on June 7. If nobody gets more than half of the vote, then
the top two candidates will face off in November.
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PREVIOUS
Would-be robbers try to steal ring
off of elderly woman’s hand

Here’s an edited version of how the candidates answered some of the questions.
Would you continue the sheriff’s policy of not arming 1,400 deputies with Tasers?
Jensen: I’ve heard different views. Tasers can be used instead of a gun, but they may also be used too
often. I would sit down with experts and community leaders to decide.
Jonsen: I’m not really sure they’re worth it. We have other options to de-escalate, like hands-on force.
Allen: Tasers can cause falls, and then people might injure their head on the ground. Hands-on force is
better, and it works. Officers in the jail don’t have batons or guns; they only carry pepper spray. 
How would you require officers  to intervene when they witness police misconduct or brutality?
Jonsen: In the wake of George Floyd’s murder, I created a policy in Palo Alto that gave officers the duty
to intervene.
Allen: I wouldn’t just hold witnesses accountable. I would also charge supervisors who create a bad
culture and don’t process Internal Affairs complaints.
Jensen: I would give ethics training to officers routinely, not just when they’re in the academy. A good
culture and training are both key.
Do you favor the Board of Supervisors decision to build a 500-bed maximum-security jail?
Jonsen: I didn’t, but it’s already been decided. So we need to create a jail that is good for mental health.
Let’s be creative with the design.
Allen: We need space for people with mental health issues, and a jail is not the answer. We should spend
money on more treatment and outreach to homeless people.
Jensen: I support a new jail, because we need a place to keep predators. The current jail has feces falling
from the ceiling and dark corners where people can’t be seen. Gang beatings are frequent. 
Would you end radio encryption so police activity can be monitored again?
Jonsen: It’s a complex and difficult question that we’ve been dealing with in Palo Alto. If you unencrypt
on day one, then you’re putting agencies that share frequencies at risk of broadcasting personal
information.
Allen: The idea of encryption is ridiculous to me, and I disagree that it’s a difficult move to unencrypt.
We had unencrypted radios for years before, and officers can be trained on how to properly communicate
personal information. This is about a lack of transparency.
Jensen: I worry that returning to two radio channels would slow officers’ response times when they have
to switch over, and victims could be further victimized by a delay.
Would you ban police dogs except for search and rescue missions?
Allen: Using a dog to apprehend someone is almost always a bad idea. As we’ve seen in Palo Alto, they
could bite someone who is lying down and unaggressive.
Jonsen: Instead of apprehension dogs, we should move to therapy dogs. 
Jensen: I would be open to the discussion, but I hope everyone comes with a fresh perspective.
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Subject: K-9s in question: Bay Area police dogs bite with little consequence
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