
From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; chuck jagoda; ParkRec Commission; Roberta

Ahlquist; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; winter dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Planning Commission; DuBois,
Tom; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg; Shikada, Ed; Cormack, Alison; city.council@menlopark.org

Subject: Fremont approve Safe Parking Program sets aside $340,000 in federal CARES Act money
Date: Friday, June 4, 2021 9:10:52 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=3e456879f_1345dd0

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Jolinda Decad; Joyce Beattie; Sally Clark; SILKE GURLICH; Janet Goy; Sally Clark; Marie-Louise Starling-Bell;

Adeline Bellot-Apodaca; Angie Evans; rebecca
Subject: Fwd: Please send this Women & Girls summit ad to our usual email lists ASAP
Date: Friday, June 4, 2021 4:31:29 PM
Attachments: Palo Alto Women"s Summit - final.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please consider joining us and pass on to others. thanks,
roberta
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Cherrill Spencer <cherrill.m.spencer@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 4, 2021 at 1:24 PM
Subject: Please send this Women & Girls summit ad to our usual email lists ASAP

Minka says registration numbers are lower than she hoped and please to send the attached
flyer to our usual email lists,  it is open to all (I don't think you have to be a Palo Alto
resident).
I hope all our active Palo Alto branch members will attend.

Please send it to non-WILPF lists too that you use..
I am about to leave for the  Maui airport and won't be looking at email until much later tonight
or even tomorrow (Sat).
Aloha from Cherrill
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The Palo Alto Summit
  ON WOMEN & GIRLS  


 
 


SATURDAY  


 JUNE  12 ,  2021 Equity in leisure & sports 
Elected office & workplace leadership
Elevating diverse voices
And more! 


Breakout groups on 


Youth and adult panelists 


EQUITY AND INCLUSION FOR 
WOMEN & GIRLS* - COVID & BEYONDTopic 


9 :30AM  -  12PM


Lori  Nishiura Mackenzie
Co-Founder, Women’s Leadership


Innovation Lab and Lead Strategist,
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - 


Stanford Graduate School of Business-
speaking on intersectionality and the


impact of COVID on women 


Register Today:


KEYNOTE SPEAKER


 VIA  ZOOM


JOIN US FOR THIS IMPORTANT
DISCUSSION FEATURING. . .


* This refers to a gender expansive and inclusive definition


*


http://bit.ly/WomenGirlsSummit


THE CITY OF PALO ALTO PRESENTS:



http://bit.ly/WomenGirlsSummit





From: Aram James
To: city.council@menlopark.org; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Council, City; Planning Commission; Human

Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; CA18AEima@mail.house.gov; Josh Becker; Jeff Moore; Roberta Ahlquist;
Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom; Jeff Rosen; ParkRec Commission; Joe Simitian; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com;
winter dellenbach; Shikada, Ed; Tanaka, Greg

Subject: : Announcement: The ZIM-Chartered Volans left Port of Oakland without unloading!
Date: Saturday, June 5, 2021 3:09:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

﻿
﻿FYI: From extraordinary activist Donna Wallach 

Thanks to the commitment, diligence and solidarity of many San
Francisco Bay Area activists, and Local 10 and Local 34, the ZIM-
chartered Volans left the Port of Oakland earlier this afternoon (Friday
4th June). Longshoremen and port truckers honored the picket lines, and
the ship left unworked.

It looks like the San Francisco Bay Area has now organized the only
successful labor action anywhere in the world - to date - against the most
current atrocities in Gaza. For 11 days in May 2021, the Israeli
Occupation Forces murdered over 240 Palestinian civilians, 66 of them
were children, tens of thousands were wounded. Over 13,100 homes
were destroyed or made uninhabitable, hospitals and clinics were
bombed, as were roads leading to the hospitals and clinics.
A major media center was totally demolished, and over 2,300
Palestinians became homeless. These are extremely dire results, since
War Criminal Terrorist Apartheid Israel refuses to allow any building or
rebuilding supplies into Gaza and also limits the amount of medicines
and medical supplies that get in. This is just a brief list.

The Stop ZIM Action Committee is continuing to monitor the
situation, to make sure that the Volans doesn't try to sneak back
into Oakland Port. We hope other West Coast ports will refuse to work
the Volans. In addition, Stop ZIM Action Committee is tracking other
ZIM-Chartered and ZIM-Operated ships.

The Stop ZIM Action Committee would like to thank the longshoremen
of Local 10, the ships' clerks of Local 34 and the port truckers for
honoring the picket line, and the Block the Boat Coalition, consisting of
tens of Bay Area organizations, and individuals, for their role in making
the picket successful.
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in solidarity

Donna

-- 
"Nobody in the world, nobody in history, has ever gotten their freedom by
appealing to the moral sense of the people who were oppressing them."

Assata Shakur

Free Palestine!
Right of Return to Palestine for all Palestinians!

Free all political prisoners!

Leonard Peltier                     www.WhoIsLeonardPeltier.info
Mumia Abu-Jamal                www.FreeMumia.com
Ruchell Cinque Magee        http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-
prisoners-database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
Russell Maroon Shoatz   https://russellmaroonshoats.wordpress.com/
Mutulu Shakur                 http://mutulushakur.com/site/
The Holy Land Five:
       Shukri Abu Baker
       Ghassan Elashi
       Mufid Abdulqader
       Abdulrahman Odeh
       Mohammad Elmezain
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-trial-and-conviction-of-the-holy-land-foundation-
five/237440/
and thousands more

End Solitary Confinement
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com

California Prison Focus          http://newest.prisons.org/our_story

End United $tates of Amerikkka invasions and occupations
U.S. Government and UN Occupation Force Soldiers - Hands off Haiti!
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/
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From: Aram James
To: chuck jagoda; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Human Relations Commission; Council, City;

Joe Simitian; Jeff Rosen; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Raj; city.council@menlopark.org; Planning
Commission; ParkRec Commission; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; winter dellenbach

Subject: [SZAC] Vancouver Action Blocks Israeli Cargo Ship
Date: Monday, June 14, 2021 11:47:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Vancouver Action Blocks
Israeli Cargo Ship

In the News, June 12, 2021
https://cpcml.ca/210612-vancouver-action-blocks-israeli-cargo-ship/

On the afternoon of June 8 in Vancouver several
hundred people marched from Woodland Park to the
entrance of Vancouver Harbour demanding that the
harbour refuse to offload cargo of Israeli goods from any
Zim cargo ships. The organizers in their call to “STAND
WITH PALESTINE! BOYCOTT ZIM!” pointed out that
“The Israeli Zim Shipping company profits from the
military occupation of Palestinian communities and an
apartheid system that treats Palestinian workers and
families as second-class citizens, living under Jim Crow-
type conditions. The Palestinian General Federation of
Trade Unions has asked for our support to bring an end
to Israeli apartheid and to hold apartheid-profiting
businesses accountable.”

The Zim ship, the Volans, was scheduled to dock and
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unload in Oakland, California in May but that was
prevented by massive demonstrations and the refusal of
longshore workers to unload the ship. When news was
received that the ship would try to dock and unload in
Vancouver on June 8 activists issued a call for action to
make sure that did not happen. In their call to action they
said, “We are calling on the Port of Vancouver to reject
Israeli Apartheid ships and shipping lines and stop
enabling them to profiteer from the occupation and
colonization of Palestinian land.”

Hundreds of people blocked the entrance to the port of
Vancouver for over four hours while representatives of
different organizations spoke, including the Canada
Palestine Association, Samidoun Palestinian Solidarity
Network and several Filipino anti-imperialist
organizations. The procession to the port was led by a
banner that read BLOCK THE BOAT: BOYCOTT
ISRAELI APARTHEID! DEFEND PALESTINE! The
participants included large contingents of youth from the
South Asian, Filipino and Palestinian communities and
organizations including the Palestinian Youth Movement,
Youth for Palestine Vancouver, Independent Jewish
Voices Vancouver, the Communist Party of Canada,
BDS: Boycott, Divest, Sanction, Queers Against Israeli
Apartheid-Vancouver, Sulong BC, BAYAN Canada,
Falastiniyat, and the Communist Party of Canada
(Marxist-Leninist). Statements of different organizations
were warmly received as they were distributed to
passers-by and drivers that were stopped by the
protesters and police barricades.

The action was a success, with the ship having to
bypass Vancouver and head for Prince Rupert instead.
The organizers pointed out that “Every hour that ZIM
cargo ships remain undocked and unloaded is a huge
victory, as it means that the apartheid state of Israel is



losing enormous amounts of money.”
-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"Stop ZIM Action Committee" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email
to stop-zim-action-committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/stop-
zim-action-committee/569385DE-0CC0-4165-9C94-
FBF3DEFC4E76%40igc.org.

-- 
"Nobody in the world, nobody in history, has ever gotten their freedom by
appealing to the moral sense of the people who were oppressing them."

Assata Shakur

Free Palestine!
Right of Return to Palestine for all Palestinians!

Free all political prisoners!

Leonard Peltier                     www.WhoIsLeonardPeltier.info
Mumia Abu-Jamal                www.FreeMumia.com
Ruchell Cinque Magee        http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-
prisoners-database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
Russell Maroon Shoatz   https://russellmaroonshoats.wordpress.com/
Mutulu Shakur                 http://mutulushakur.com/site/
The Holy Land Five:
       Shukri Abu Baker
       Ghassan Elashi
       Mufid Abdulqader
       Abdulrahman Odeh
       Mohammad Elmezain
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-trial-and-conviction-of-the-holy-land-foundation-
five/237440/
and thousands more

End Solitary Confinement
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com

California Prison Focus          http://newest.prisons.org/our_story

End United $tates of Amerikkka invasions and occupations
U.S. Government and UN Occupation Force Soldiers - Hands off Haiti!
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/

-- 
2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was
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used to create Israel" by Alison Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/

"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Other important websites to visit
http://www.ifamericansknew.org
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/

End the Blockade/Siege on Gaza!
Tear down the Apartheid Walls in West Bank & Gaza!
End the War Criminal Israeli collective punishment on the Palestinian
people!
End the illegal Apartheid Israeli Occupation of all of Palestine!
Right to Return to their homes and land in Palestine for all Palestinians!
End all U.S. aid to Israel
Free Palestine! Long Live Palestine!

Support Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) & 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI) Campaigns!
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.WhoProfits.org
http://www.pacbi.org

Support Solidarity with Gaza Fishers
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/ 
https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers

Support ISM volunteers in West Bank and Gaza Strip!
http://www.palsolidarity.org

Donna Wallach
cats4jazz@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(h) 408-289-1522
(cell) 408-569-6608
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From: Aram James
To: citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; Planning Commission; Human Relations

Commission; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Joe Simitian; Raj;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; chuck jagoda; Greer Stone; Jeff Rosen; Council, City; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy
Nash; Jeff Moore; DuBois, Tom; Tanaka, Greg; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Richard Konda; Binder, Andrew;
Shikada, Ed; Jonsen, Robert

Subject: ‘Philly D.A.’ Subject Larry Krasner Talks “Transparency” & PBS Series – Deadline
Date: Friday, June 18, 2021 10:20:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://deadline.com/2021/06/philly-da-pbs-independent-lens-documentary-series-larry-krasner-ted-passon-nicole-
salazar-yoni-brook-interview-news-1234777636/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Jethroe Moore; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Richard Konda; Planning

Commission; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Winter Dellenbach;
ParkRec Commission; Joe Simitian; Jeff Rosen; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com

Subject: Auditor to review incidents where members of the PAPD point a gun at an individual -after a request by best
police practices advocate, Aram James suggests such reviews

Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 1:11:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/06/15/police-auditor-to-vet-cases-in-which-palo-
alto-officers-point-guns

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky;

Council, City; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Greer Stone; Greer Stone; Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-
City Council; james pitkin; Raj; Rebecca Eisenberg; Jeff Moore; DuBois, Tom; ParkRec Commission; Greer Stone

Subject: DA on left in Los Angeles Faces a Revolt
Date: Sunday, June 20, 2021 3:59:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/19/us/george-gascon.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Council, City; Planning Commission; Binder, Andrew;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission; DuBois, Tom; Jeff Rosen; Jay
Boyarsky; Raj; Jeff Rosen; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg;
city.council@menlopark.org; Cecilia Taylor; Tony Dixon; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Roberta Ahlquist;
ParkRec Commission

Subject: Police Credentials Help, a d Hurt, a Mayoral Bid
Date: Sunday, June 20, 2021 4:33:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/19/nyregion/eric-adams-nyc-police-mayor.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Human Relations Commission
To: John McGuire; Human Relations Commission
Cc: Constantino, Mary
Subject: RE: Conversations
Date: Thursday, June 17, 2021 8:44:58 AM

Hi John,

Thanks for your email and your interest in participating.  I will pass it on to the organizers of the 100 Conversations
and have them reply to you directly.

Regards,

Minka

Minka van der Zwaag
Manager, Office of Human Services

4000 Middlefield Rd. T2 | Palo Alto, CA 94303

650-463-4953 | minka.vanderzwaag@cityofpaloalto.org

Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you

-----Original Message-----
From: John McGuire <johnwmcguire36@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 1:34 PM
To: Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>
Subject: Conversations

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Dear Human Relations Commission,
   If someone would like to participate in one of the 100 conversations, but can’t organize one herself and isn’t
invited to one,, is there any way for her to participate?
Thanks and be well, John McGuire

mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:johnwmcguire36@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Mary.Constantino@CityofPaloAlto.org


From: Aram James
To: city.council@menlopark.org; Council, City; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Joe Simitian; Raj; Richard Konda; Greer Stone; Tanaka,
Greg; DuBois, Tom; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org;
Jeff Moore

Subject: Use of force policies written by Lexipol at play in police shootings
Date: Thursday, June 17, 2021 10:20:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/nation/2021/06/15/lexipol-policies-aim-to-limit-legal-liability-in-police-
shootings/5173324001/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Joe Simitian; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff

Moore; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Planning Commission; city.council@menlopark.org; Human Relations
Commission; ParkRec Commission; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; DuBois, Tom; GRP-City Council; Cecilia
Taylor; Betsy Nash; Raj

Subject: “What to the Slave is 4th of July?”: James Earl Jones Reads Frederick Do...
Date: Sunday, July 4, 2021 11:50:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://youtu.be/O0baE_CtU08

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Edward Haley
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Contacting Reverend Smith
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 3:05:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

I would like to meet with Reverend Smith and request that you forward my request to him.  Thank you,

Edward Haley
Chair, Diversity Committee
Vi at Palo Alto
620 Sand Hill Road 94303
909-241-4876

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ehaley001@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Aram James
To: city.council@menlopark.org; Council, City; Jeff Moore; Planning Commission; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Raj;

Human Relations Commission; ParkRec Commission; Binder, Andrew; DuBois, Tom; Cindy Chavez; Joe Simitian;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; Cormack, Alison;
Rebecca Eisenberg; Jonsen, Robert; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; Tony Dixon;
Greer Stone; chuck jagoda

Subject: Derek Chauvin’s Trial and George Floyd’s City | The New Yorker
Date: Monday, July 5, 2021 5:56:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/07/12/derek-chauvins-trial-and-george-floyds-city

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Allan Seid
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Fwd: Flyer for the REPEAT of Dr. Seid"s Presentation
Date: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 7:37:34 PM
Attachments: Dr. Seid Repeat Performance.docx

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

From: Allan Seid <allanseid734@gmail.com>
Date: 6//23/21
Subject: Flyer for the REPEAT of Dr. Allan Seid's Presentation

Dear CHAIRMAN and Members OF HRC

Attached is a flyer with the announcement of my repeat  presentation and the live question and
answer period after the talk.  The Zoom ID  and passcode for this meeting is the same as the
one on last Wednesday. That previous presentation was well received by the 100 attendees. I
invite you, your and colleagues to view  my repeat talk this Saturday, June 26th at 10 am
(PST)  

Here is the live link again https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87208172815?
pwd=MUR1NnZ2czNGbVp6amlPOEZCV0dodz09

Here is the meeting ID  872 0817 2815    Passcode 850

Best regards,

Allan Seid
850 Webster Street,  Apt. 734
Palo Alto, ca. 94301
(650) 324-7433

mailto:allanseid734@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:allanseid734@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87208172815?pwd=MUR1NnZ2czNGbVp6amlPOEZCV0dodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87208172815?pwd=MUR1NnZ2czNGbVp6amlPOEZCV0dodz09





REPEAT OF DR. ALLAN SEID’S ZOOM PRESENTATION

ON 

REFLECTIONS on ANTI-ASIAN DISCRIMINATION and VIOLENCE: 1850s to the PRESENT



Because our Zoom link could only accommodate 100 participants, many people were unable to access Allan Seid’s talk. Fortunately, the talk was recorded and will be replayed with a question-and-answer session followed with Allan “live and in person.”



REFLECTIONS on ANTI-ASIAN DISCRIMINATION and VIOLENCE: 

1850s TO THE PRESENT

New Date: Saturday, June 26,  10:00 AM

Zoom ID: 872 0817 2815   Pass Code: 850

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87208172815?pwd=MUR1NnZ2czNGbVp6amlPOEZCV0dodz09
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Dr. Allan Seid

Among the many contributions to our community by Allan and Mary Seid, residents on Channing House’s

7th Floor, is the founding in 1973 of the Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI). 

This vital organization is even more pertinent today.



Co-sponsored by the Channing House Speakers’ and Racial & Social Justice Committees
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From: Allan Seid
To: Channing House Bulletin Board; CHOpinion@googlegroups.com
Subject: Fwd: of interest NEJM article
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 5:14:23 AM
Attachments: Anti asian sentiment.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lawrence Basso <basso@stanford.edu>
Date: Wed, Jun 23, 2021 at 10:23 PM
Subject:  New England Journal of Medicine article.

Dear Neighbors and Friends,

An insightful and helpful article from Larry Basso, M.D. on clinicians treating AAPI 
victims of hate violence.

Allan

mailto:allanseid734@gmail.com
mailto:CHBB850@googlegroups.com
mailto:CHOpinion@googlegroups.com
mailto:basso@stanford.edu
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that treat prenatal substance use as child 
abuse or neglect fail to achieve their intend-
ed goals. Health Aff (Millwood) 2020;​39:​
756-63.


5.	 Admon LK, Dalton VK, Kolenic GE, et al. 
Trends in suicidality 1 year before and after 
birth among commercially insured child-
bearing individuals in the United States, 


2006-2017. JAMA Psychiatry 2021;​78:​171-
6.
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp2101051
Copyright © 2021 Massachusetts Medical Society.Pregnant Women with Substance Use Disorders


Combating Anti-Asian Sentiment


Combating Anti-Asian Sentiment — A Practical Guide  
for Clinicians
James H. Lee, M.D.​​


Since March 2020, Asian Amer-
icans have experienced an 


alarming increase in racial dis-
crimination and racially motivat-
ed violence.1 Commentators have 
attributed this distressing fact to 
the blame placed on China for 
causing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
given that the virus was initially 
discovered in Wuhan. Some top 
U.S. government officials perpet-
uated this attitude by referring to 
Covid-19 as the “China Virus” 
and “Kung Flu.” Because non-
Asian people in the United States 
often conflate Asian subgroups, 
many people have directed their 
anti-Chinese sentiment toward 
people of other Asian heritage. 
Violence against Asian Ameri-
cans has persisted at high rates 
throughout the pandemic, most 
recently involving the shootings 
of multiple women, leading to 
their deaths.


But anti-Asian racism is not 
limited to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. The 2003 SARS outbreak was 
similarly racialized, with Asian-
American people depicted as 
uniquely potent vectors. Indeed, 
the United States has a long his-
tory of anti-Asian racism ground-
ed in xenophobia, even during 
periods without a new infectious 
disease burden; such racism af-
fects every age group and plays 
out across myriad settings.2 This 
discrimination has escalated in 
the face of the continued racial-
ization of Covid-19. Over the past 


12 months, 31% of Asian-Ameri-
can people have reported being 
subjected to slurs or racist jokes, 
26% have feared that someone 
might threaten or physically at-
tack them, and 58% believe that 
anti-Asian racism has increased 
since the beginning of the pan-
demic.3


The current growing antiracism 
movement in the United States 
has largely centered on anti-Black-
ness, which has been recognized 
as embedded in institutions such 
as law enforcement, the prison–
industrial complex, and the health 
care system. Some scholars theo-
rize that race and racism in the 
United States operate along a 
Black/White binary, so that non-
Black people of color and the 
racism they experience are per-
ceived in relation to Blackness 
and anti-Blackness.4


Given that the recent increase 
in anti-Asian sentiment occurred 
alongside the highly publicized 
and protested murders of Black 
people, the Black/White binary 
may help explain why the recent 
surge in racism against Asian 
Americans has remained under-
reported. Though the relative in-
visibility of Asian Americans that 
results from this racial dichoto-
mization is a long-standing issue, 
underreporting over the past year 
has been particularly egregious. 
Public awareness of crimes against 
Asian Americans increased in 
February 2021 only because of a 


boost from social media and 
subsequent attention by national 
news outlets. This increased ex-
posure has highlighted the vi-
cious nature of these crimes, and 
Asian Americans are left anxious 
about the lives of their loved 
ones and fearful for their own.


During the pandemic, clini-
cians have been treating many 
patients experiencing the social 
isolation, financial hardship, and 
sometimes overwhelming ennui 
imposed by quarantining. On top 
of these common conditions, 
many Asian Americans are feel-
ing the stress of increased anti-
Asian sentiment; they may have 
emotional distress after a verbal 
assault or anxiety regarding their 
physical well-being. Physicians 
can tailor their practices to meet 
this moment by creating a wel-
coming environment for Asian-
American patients and identify-
ing symptoms that stem from 
living in a racist environment 
(see table). Physicians can then 
address these symptoms by pro-
viding patients with treatments 
and resources to help reduce this 
increased psychological strain.


Hate crimes have occurred in 
a wide variety of locations, poten-
tially causing Asian-American pa-
tients to feel unsafe in spaces 
they previously deemed safe, in-
cluding hospitals and clinics. To 
alleviate this discomfort, health 
care providers can make some 
changes in their offices to ease 


The New England Journal of Medicine 
Downloaded from nejm.org by Lawrence Basso on June 23, 2021. For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 
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patients into clinical settings. 
Outpatient practices can make 
Asian-American patients feel wel-
come by having brochures trans-
lated into languages commonly 
spoken in the surrounding com-
munities of color and displaying 
them openly. In addition, signs 
in office lobbies or exam rooms 
indicating that translators are 
available can make patients aware 
of such services. Though inpa-
tient spaces may be less flexible 
than outpatient clinics, hospitals 
can take some actions to pro-


mote patient comfort; for exam-
ple, they can accommodate patient 
requests to move a roommate who 
has made discriminatory remarks.


Creating a safe space for Asian 
Americans includes protecting 
Asian-American health care work-
ers. Many Asian employees, espe-
cially those who work closely 
with patients, such as nursing 
staff and social workers, experi-
ence anti-Asian racism on the job. 
Most health care workers have 
undergone some level of cultural 
competency training, which can 


be augmented with more target-
ed techniques such as bystander 
intervention and crisis de-escala-
tion. Training in these techniques 
will allow health care workers to 
more effectively and immediately 
respond to discrimination against 
a patient or colleague.


By instituting the aforemen-
tioned changes, physicians can cre-
ate a welcoming milieu that allows 
for directly addressing race in pa-
tient visits. I believe physicians 
should become comfortable asking 
whether patients have experienced 


Practices for Combating Anti-Asian Racism.


General Approach and Specific Practices Examples


Creating a safe space in outpatient settings


Hanging welcoming signage in lobbies or waiting 
areas


Include flags from the Asian countries most heavily represented in the lo-
cal community


Displaying welcoming images and literature Ensure racial diversity of depiction of patients and clinicians in pam-
phlets, brochures, and posters around the office


Creating a safe space in inpatient settings


Making rooming accommodations Provide separate rooms for patients of color and patients who make 
discriminatory remarks


Creating a safe space for staff


Augmenting cultural competency training Teach bystander intervention, crisis de-escalation
Consider further training in culturally adapted cognitive behavioral 


therapy to gain further expertise in discussing race with patients  
and colleagues5


Offering institutional support after staff member  
experiences a hate crime


Provide access to counseling
Permit medical leaves for recovery from discrimination


History taking


Specifically mentioning racism when acquiring  
patient history


Ask “Have you found yourself more anxious in light of the recent hate 
crimes against Asians?”


Ask “Do you avoid certain locations due to fear of being discriminated 
against?”


Screening for depression, anxiety, substance use,  
elder abuse (especially if patient lives in nursing 
home), bullying or cyberbullying (especially in  
adolescents), post-traumatic stress disorder


Use relevant screening questions and instruments


Physical exam


Skin exam Evaluate for TEARS (tears in skin, ecchymoses, abrasions, redness, swelling)


Musculoskeletal exam Evaluate for abnormal gait, pain with movement or on palpation


Documentation Consider photographing lesions to document how injuries change over time
Document a thorough “head-to-toe” physical exam, or consider further 


imaging


Resources


Providing resources specifically addressing anti-
Asian sentiment


Stop AAPI Hate https://stopaapihate​.org/​
Asian Americans Advancing Justice https://www​.advancingjustice​-aajc​.org/​
Organization of Chinese Americans https://www​.ocanational​.org/​
Asian Counseling and Referral Services https://acrs​.org/​


The New England Journal of Medicine 
Downloaded from nejm.org by Lawrence Basso on June 23, 2021. For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 
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racism — a question that could 
both signal that the physician is 
open to discussing race and re-
frame a conversation to permit 
consideration of the effects of rac-
ism on health. Assessing whether 
Asian-American patients feel safe 
in their homes, in their neighbor-
hoods, or on public transit could 
be a way of introducing the top-
ic gently. Undertaking targeted 
screening for depression, anxiety, 
and substance use with racism in 
mind can reveal symptoms that 
patients may have previously 
dismissed. Special consideration 
should be given to the patient’s age, 
so that, for instance, clinicians 
screen for elder abuse in nursing 
home settings and for (in person 
and online) bullying in children.


If a patient reports having ex-
perienced a hate crime, it is ap-
propriate to treat the incident as 
a traumatic experience. Doing 
so would require taking a more 
thorough history of the incident 
and using a post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) screening instru-
ment to assess the patient for 
psychological distress and loss in 
function. Broader screening ques-
tions allow physicians to capture 
information about both recent 
and remote events, such as racial 
trauma patients may have experi-
enced before the pandemic.


Though physical findings will 
be rarer than psychological ones, 
a physical exam including thor-


ough skin and musculoskeletal 
exams should be done regardless 
of whether the patient has dis-
closed a hate crime. Such an exam 
could reveal some signs of an al-
tercation that a patient may not 
have disclosed. If there are such 
physical findings, the physician 
should consider racially motivated 
assault in the differential diag-
nosis, alongside more common 
occurrences such as domestic 
abuse and accidental trauma. 
Thorough documentation of the 
physical exam is critical, and 
wounds or injuries that are not 
healing appropriately should be 
investigated further.


Clinicians have access to a 
wide variety of resources, includ-
ing organizations such as STOP 
AAPI Hate and Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice and colleagues 
in social work, case manage-
ment, and psychiatry. Physicians 
can prophylactically address harms 
from anti-Asian sentiment in part 
by connecting patients with re-
sources that might not have been 
considered if the conversation 
were not directed toward race.


The long history of racist abuse 
of Asian Americans has caused 
substantial distress in Asian-
American communities. Even if 
the recent increase in media at-
tention to anti-Asian hate crimes 
prompts action to curb this vio-
lence, the effects of racism will 
remain. Physicians should act to 


address anti-Asian sentiment by 
tailoring their practice both in-
side and outside patient rooms to 
make Asian-American patients 
and colleagues feel safe. These 
small changes will allow clini-
cians to capture diagnoses they 
might otherwise miss and to 
connect Asian-American patients 
with resources essential to their 
well-being, thereby providing ho-
listic care that accounts for pa-
tients’ lived experience of race.


Disclosure forms provided by the author 
are available at NEJM.org.


From the Department of Psychiatry and Psy-
chology, University of Washington, Seattle. 


This article was published on March 24, 2021, 
at NEJM.org.
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Escape from Covid World!


Enter the first-ever NEJM Medical Fiction  
Contest and release your inner storyteller.
Judged by a panel of Medical Fiction All Stars: 
Perri Klass, M.D., author of The Mercy Rule
Daniel Mason, M.D., author of The Winter Soldier
Abraham Verghese, M.D., author of Cutting for Stone 


Entries welcome from June 15 through July 15, 2021.
For essential information, see NEJM.org/medicine-and-society.


The New England Journal of Medicine 
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Joyce Beattie; Aram James; Bojana; Jasmina Bojic
Subject: Fwd: REMINDER to Take Action to advance SB 9 and 10 housing bills
Date: Sunday, July 11, 2021 9:43:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please sign and pass on to friends....we need more housing for our workers!

roberta
From: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jul 11, 2021 at 11:50 AM
Subject: REMINDER to Take Action to advance SB 9 and 10 housing bills

To WILPF members/supporters:  Our most recent emails that included
information on SB 9 were sent on July 8 and 17th.  This is a copy of the
message on the 8th. I apologize for a typo in the original email, showing
Roberta's name, as Robert! : Jud(y):

To WILPF members/supporters, forwarded by Roberta, on our housing the housing
committee from CA YIMBY:

We’ve got some exciting news: SB 10 has made it to the floor of the
State Assembly, and SB 9 will be joining it shortly!
After a banner month of committee wins for our bills, we anticipate SB 9
passing through the Appropriations Committee shortly. That means we
need to start emailing, calling, and lobbying every Assemblymember
today to secure support for these critical bills.

Can you send an email to your Assemblymember and urge them to
vote YES on SB 9 and 10? »

SEND AN EMAIL »

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQuCLhIv9p3fhtBNWkart8WqENL8xS5HknbeAj7hNRHbHy_Pfwh32It9MK3EJokXdc9rCJst6DVz6qoP1CNugwRK1mlxLkprwtkbNuTX0q7tDIT9OJkqD5xxfyiPHRmRVw7oSNqixmOgbE60KMoqAY51dWqLlWkYdKJBCvkwCa71vbIZKU4Gc1suX_37-HFDi8WFfVYJCJlefxISfluq5_VfHr_T2LgbzQdm_6gxL0C6xkkC6tBdJj8ptg8XIBDLRxIYgL6vLmXPNaA3NpI-2lZbWMLFQPzCwAIKSCBGd2gjtO7gaidVk6q8pcrmcondXthtJY13GySqLfY7JcGxbMp88R8dX5Cm0qlAmm0Ano57zekbrtP19oE2r4BfwG2nfqlEbvxheD9KUHcZ0WSJvIft9nXoPhwL6xcgu5nhBantf/3df/HpDtmw3-TkKjox_DwN1UdQ/h2/lbsYwyiDsbTL7UIdvkEbLAWIrvQDlG3QSO6SwvEpiXQ
mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
mailto:jycbyt@gmail.com
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:bbbbden@gmail.com
mailto:jasmina@unaff.org
mailto:wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQr79x6If_zkYuG9Sc1eWFfW2O1GWfc93UvnbmUgG_SAEnsk2WL1FS5NPybr6co9kOe7hIa7yvXGXtPnZ6APipLMCrzaLw06zuJ1PpZU7WouAQ5W3PGCyme-jvZK1Fq9N4jfoo5lUGG-s_IM4WfJyKPTKNPfCcaXRJY8vTN6dOBx2xtkRUUUfDhtuYMiUeVaCu4A2_BXb95Yge6Oz6AlQQNEmMt1jWC1TpP2AJDMfSXWX-ybjiVsloYHjPABzAen21iC7thqvJIq67eHDIu76FRjF5B3Ox_onzPhDKg0YjcLBN-wid-ypha2TUsXesz6miQ/3df/HpDtmw3-TkKjox_DwN1UdQ/h0/Twl9SKag7B1XTGCQesHy8arVss9yYQ4fhjMuZB1oHOQ
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQuCLhIv9p3fhtBNWkart8WqENL8xS5HknbeAj7hNRHbHy_Pfwh32It9MK3EJokXdc9rCJst6DVz6qoP1CNugwRK1mlxLkprwtkbNuTX0q7tDIT9OJkqD5xxfyiPHRmRVw7oSNqixmOgbE60KMoqAY51dWqLlWkYdKJBCvkwCa71vbIZKU4Gc1suX_37-HFDi8WFfVYJCJlefxISfluq5_Vf7I3lrZcEkB5KzXQ_OOVDYatjMZX4TlZ54n-qkg9TkzdGBFHVtzc0xC-3n-_bTetcwlwE3wikIK9ZFXP_dZI3mmjD1xAcmLezC2nHQ2CvzzYqK9Lo57qdklR9iLwSHpKBe-hyz_Nmo-h8pqV3_mli2eWw2nGRYmCJgyKn9MJuPl7Gm0fsYCRJhv_q0-VFW7oQp6fjtRvBiXBibdM8qGsc5/3df/HpDtmw3-TkKjox_DwN1UdQ/h1/Pi-Wt25GhhouMKHxcSAxOQJkh_0OQ_n3twWr9iqY16o
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQuCLhIv9p3fhtBNWkart8WqENL8xS5HknbeAj7hNRHbHy_Pfwh32It9MK3EJokXdc9rCJst6DVz6qoP1CNugwRK1mlxLkprwtkbNuTX0q7tDIT9OJkqD5xxfyiPHRmRVw7oSNqixmOgbE60KMoqAY51dWqLlWkYdKJBCvkwCa71vbIZKU4Gc1suX_37-HFDi8WFfVYJCJlefxISfluq5_Vf7I3lrZcEkB5KzXQ_OOVDYatjMZX4TlZ54n-qkg9TkzdGBFHVtzc0xC-3n-_bTetcwlwE3wikIK9ZFXP_dZI3mmjD1xAcmLezC2nHQ2CvzzYqK9Lo57qdklR9iLwSHpKBe-hyz_Nmo-h8pqV3_mli2eWw2nGRYmCJgyKn9MJuPl7Gm0fsYCRJhv_q0-VFW7oQp6fjtRvBiXBibdM8qGsc5/3df/HpDtmw3-TkKjox_DwN1UdQ/h1/Pi-Wt25GhhouMKHxcSAxOQJkh_0OQ_n3twWr9iqY16o
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQuCLhIv9p3fhtBNWkart8WqENL8xS5HknbeAj7hNRHbHy_Pfwh32It9MK3EJokXdc9rCJst6DVz6qoP1CNugwRK1mlxLkprwtkbNuTX0q7tDIT9OJkqD5xxfyiPHRmRVw7oSNqixmOgbE60KMoqAY51dWqLlWkYdKJBCvkwCa71vbIZKU4Gc1suX_37-HFDi8WFfVYJCJlefxISfluq5_VfHr_T2LgbzQdm_6gxL0C6xkkC6tBdJj8ptg8XIBDLRxIYgL6vLmXPNaA3NpI-2lZbWMLFQPzCwAIKSCBGd2gjtO7gaidVk6q8pcrmcondXthtJY13GySqLfY7JcGxbMp88R8dX5Cm0qlAmm0Ano57zekbrtP19oE2r4BfwG2nfqlEbvxheD9KUHcZ0WSJvIft9nXoPhwL6xcgu5nhBantf/3df/HpDtmw3-TkKjox_DwN1UdQ/h2/lbsYwyiDsbTL7UIdvkEbLAWIrvQDlG3QSO6SwvEpiXQ


SB 9 allows homeowners to split their property into two lots and build two
homes on each lot, while SB 10 makes it easier for cities to legalize
buildings with 2 to 10 homes in non-sprawl areas.

Please take a moment to email your local Assemblymember and tell
them why you support building more homes »

We’re hearing from our friends in the Legislature that we should expect
close votes on the Assembly floor when it comes to passing these bills --
which means we don’t have any time to lose!
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Combined, these bills would make it easier for California to build
desperately-needed housing for middle-income workers like teachers and
nurses, and reduce our state’s crushing housing shortage. Our legislative
strategy depends on informed constituents like you using your voice to call
for change.



From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Sally Clark; Sandra Weiss
Subject: Fwd: Take action: URGENT: Support for SB9 (Duplex and Split lots bill)
Date: Sunday, July 11, 2021 9:38:52 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

------please make a call to Marc Berman asap.---- Forwarded message ---------
From: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Jul 3, 2021 at 2:50 PM
Subject: Take action: URGENT: Support for SB9 (Duplex and Split lots bill)

Peninsula/Palo Alto WIlpf --

Palo Alto has become increasingly unaffordable. With the median home sale price at $3.3M, we know
that more housing options are needed to meet the needs of families and new residents.

SB9 would allow homeowners to build duplexes on single family lots and divide their property into 2
parcels. Click here to read more. 

New housing choices enabled by SB9, would allow longtime renters to stay and grow their family here -
and allow older homeowners to downsize without leaving their community. Here is our letter with more
details about our support. 

But Assemblymember Marc Berman needs to hear from constituents like you in order to
support SB9. Please call today and remind Assemblymember Berman that we're better together! 

Without our voices, this bill will die. Please take 30 seconds and call today! 

"I am a Palo Alto resident and support SB9"
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MARC BERMAN • (916)
319-2024

 

Palo Alto Forward
http://www.paloaltoforward.com/
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Rebecca Eisenberg; Helen Young; Debbie Mytels; Angie Evans
Subject: Fwd: URGENT ACTION NEEDED ON SB9
Date: Friday, July 9, 2021 9:58:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning <webmaster@sensiblezoning.org>
Date: Fri, Jul 9, 2021 at 4:37 PM
Subject: URGENT ACTION NEEDED ON SB9
To: Mary Gallagher <writing2win@gmail.com>

Display problems? Open this email in your web browser.
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sensible-zoning-twitter-header

ACT NOW for NO on SB9



United_Neighbors-1024x683

Senate Bill 9 destroys neighborhoods, displaces families and
decreases affordability. It lets developers build 6 units of dense
housing where 1 home now sits — not one of them affordable.
Speculators will bid against and displace families, especially in well-
located diverse neighborhoods. In a sweeping attack on the
environment, SB 9 dismantles existing protections and lets
developers destroy yards and bulldoze trees, encouraging dense
construction even in severe fire zones. Click the button.

ACT NOW
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to tell your Assembly Member to VOTE NO on SB9.

Unsubscribe | Manage subscription
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning - P.O. Box 305, Palo Alto, CA 94302 - FPPC #1359196

-- 
Mary Gallagher, B.Sc. 
Content Strategist
650-683-7102

Copyright 2021

Security Alert Notice
The information contained in this e-mail is confidential information, presumed to be
virus free, and intended only for use by the individual or entity named above. Virus
protection is the responsibility of the recipient. If the reader of this email is not the
intended recipient, dissemination or distribution is prohibited. If you have received
this email in error, please delete the material from your computer. Thank you.
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; city.council@menlopark.org; Planning Commission; Council, City; Human Relations Commission;

chuck jagoda; Rebecca Eisenberg; Greer Stone; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Tanaka, Greg; Jeff Moore;
Raj; Joe Simitian; Cindy Chavez; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; ParkRec Commission; Cecilia; Betsy Nash;
Jonsen, Robert; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; Jay Boyarsky

Subject: Gwen Berry a true patriot and American hero
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 11:59:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.foxnews.com/us/gwen-berry-sponsor-defund-police.amp

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Planning Commission; Council, City; Human Relations Commission;

Rebecca Eisenberg; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; Jeff Moore; Raj; ParkRec Commission; chuck jagoda; Greer
Stone; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; GRP-City Council; Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org; Binder,
Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com

Subject: Impact of caste on South Asian community
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 9:07:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2020/09/04/us/caste-discrimination-us-trnd/index.html
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Council, City; City Mgr; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Angie, Palo Alto Renters Association;

Clerk, City; City Attorney; Joe Simitian; info@scottweiner.com; Planning Commission; Human Relations
Commission; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Dave Price; Mark Petersen-Perez; Mark Mollineaux; Jocelyn Dong;
alisa mallari tu; Senior Planet; CCTaylor@menlopark.org; Eugenia (Genie) Njolito

Subject: Important program on housing for all, --social housing
Date: Sunday, July 4, 2021 5:37:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Become more educated re. efforts to provide housing for all as a human right.

https://youtu.be/dJBxCsrRSfQ

80% of Singaporians own their own homes----for example

Roberta
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; Cecilia; Planning Commission; Jeff Moore; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Raj; ParkRec Commission;

supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Jonsen, Robert; Greer Stone; Betsy Nash; Council, City;
Tanaka, Greg; GRP-City Council

Subject: Muhammad Ali On Prisons and Palestine etc…..from the archives of Aram Janes
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 5:49:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.

Subject:Muhammad Ali On Prisons and Palestine
Date:Tue, 7 Jun 2016 10:19:10 +0000 (UTC)

From:isis feral <isisferal@yahoo.com>
Reply-To:l

To:

A Taking Aim Salute from Mya Shone and Ralph Schoenman: In
celebration of Muhammad Ali

June 6th, 2016 

Viva Muhammad Ali!
A Taking Aim Salute from Mya Shone and Ralph Schoenman: In celebration of Muhammad Ali

“I ain’t draft dodging. I ain’t burning no flag. I ain’t running to Canada. I’m staying right here. You
want to send me to jail? Fine, you go right ahead. I’ve been in jail for 400 years. I could be there for
4 or 5 more, but I ain’t going no 10,000 miles to help murder and kill other poor people. If I want to
die, I’ll die right here, right now, fightin’ you, if I want to die. You my enemy, not no Chinese, no
Vietcong, no Japanese. You my opposer when I want freedom. You my opposer when I want
justice. You my opposer when I want equality. Want me to go somewhere and fight for you? You
won’t even stand up for me right here in America, for my rights and my religious beliefs. You won’t
even stand up for my right here at home.”

****

“Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go 10,000 miles from home and drop bombs and
bullets on Brown people in Vietnam when so-called “negro” people in Louisville are treated like
dogs and denied simple human rights?

No, I’m not going 10,000 miles from home to help murder and burn another poor nation simply to
continue the domination of white slave masters of the darker people the world over.

This is the day when such evils must come to an end. I have been warned that to take such a stand
would cost me millions of dollars. But I have said it once and I will say it again: The real enemy of
my people is here. I will not disgrace my religion, my people  or myself by becoming a tool to
enslave those who are fighting for their own justice, freedom and equality.

If I thought the war was going to  bring freedom and equality to 22 million of my people, they
wouldn’t have to draft me. I’d join  tomorrow. I have nothing to lose by standing up for my beliefs.
So I’ll go to jail. So what? We’ve been in jail for 400 years.”
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http://samidoun.net/2016/06/remembering-muhammad-ali-i-declare-support-for-the-palestinian-
struggle-to-liberate-their-homeland/

Remembering Muhammad Ali: “I
declare support for the Palestinian
struggle to liberate their homeland”

Statements  June 5, 2016

muhammad-ali

On the occasion of the passing of legendary athlete and struggler for justice,
Muhammad Ali, Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network joins millions around
the world in remembering Ali’s historic legacy of commitment to the liberation of
oppressed peoples and his willingness to sacrifice in order to adhere to those
principles.

In 1985, Ali traveled to Israel in an attempt to secure the release of Lebanese and
Palestinian prisoners imprisoned in occupied Southern Lebanon. This followed on his
visits to Palestinian refugee camps in 1974, when he declared in Beirut that “the
United States is the stronghold of Zionism and imperialism.” While visiting Palestinian
refugee camps in South Lebanon, he declared “In my name and the name of all
Muslims in America, I declare support for the Palestinian struggle to liberate their
homeland and oust the Zionist invaders.”

Ali championed the Black liberation struggle on multiple fronts; within the United
States, and as a force against US imperialism worldwide. He wrote poetry in tribute to
the Black leaders of the Attica prison uprising. At the height of his career, Muhammad
Ali refused to fight in the Vietnam War in 1967, was sentenced to five years in prison
and stripped of his title. When asked about his refusal while participating in a Louisville
housing justice struggle, Ali said:

“Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go 10,000 miles from home
and drop bombs and bullets on Brown people in Vietnam while so-called Negro
people in Louisville are treated like dogs and denied simple human rights? No I’m
not going 10,000 miles from home to help murder and burn another poor nation
simply to continue the domination of white slave masters of the darker people the
world over. This is the day when such evils must come to an end.

I have been warned that to take such a stand would cost me millions of dollars.

http://samidoun.net/2016/06/remembering-muhammad-ali-i-declare-support-for-the-palestinian-struggle-to-liberate-their-homeland/
http://samidoun.net/2016/06/remembering-muhammad-ali-i-declare-support-for-the-palestinian-struggle-to-liberate-their-homeland/
http://ymlp.com/zxWCji
http://samidoun.net/2016/05/liberation-day-in-south-lebanon-resistance-and-memory-at-khiam-prison/
http://archive.jta.org/1974/03/08/archive/ali-belts-zionism
http://www.worldbulletin.net/haber/124005/muhammad-ali-poem-on-the-attica-prison-massacre


But I have said it once and I will say it again. The real enemy of my people is
here. I will not disgrace my religion, my people or myself by becoming a tool to
enslave those who are fighting for their own justice, freedom and equality.

If I thought the war was going to bring freedom and equality to 22 million of my
people they wouldn’t have to draft me, I’d join tomorrow. I have nothing to lose
by standing up for my beliefs. So I’ll go to jail, so what? We’ve been in jail for 400
years.”

Dave Zirin writes, “Ali’s refusal to fight in Vietnam was front-page news all over the
world. In Guyana there was a picket of support in front of the US embassy. In Karachi,
young Pakistanis fasted. And there was a mass demonstration in Cairo.”  While Ali’s
later depoliticization and cooperation with the US government speak to a more
complex legacy, the national and international resonance of his resistance to
imperialism in the 1960s and 1970s at the height of his athletic greatness echoed
around the world.

Ali’s history of struggle illustrates the lengthy and deep history of joint struggle and
mutual solidarity among oppressed peoples and national liberation movements, and
that Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon – and the Black Liberation Movement –
were centers and incubators not only for the Palestinian revolution and Black struggle,
but revolutionary movements the world over. We recall Ali’s role in representing a
deep and collective legacy of resistance to imperialism, to anti-Black racism, and to
Zionism, and of the struggle to free prisoners – and peoples – from the jails these
systems of oppression create.

-------
Sent from my hardwired computer with all wireless functions turned OFF
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Jay Boyarsky; Raj; Jeff Moore; Council, City; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning

Commission; ParkRec Commission; Cecilia Taylor; city.council@menlopark.org;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jeff Rosen; Human Relations Commission; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu;
cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Greer Stone; Jonsen, Robert; Joe Simitian; GRP-City Council; Tony Dixon; DuBois,
Tom; chuck jagoda; Donna Wallach; Molly O"Neal; Shikada, Ed; Rebecca Eisenberg

Subject: NYTimes: How the White Press Wrote Off Black America
Date: Sunday, July 11, 2021 12:33:27 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

How the White Press Wrote Off Black America
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/10/opinion/sunday/white-newspapers-african-americans.html?
referringSource=articleShare

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:paloaltofreepress@gmail.com
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:cmrstaylor@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
mailto:cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Supervisor.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:council@redwoodcity.org
mailto:Wadixon@menlopark.org
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:donnaisanactivist@gmail.com
mailto:Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/10/opinion/sunday/white-newspapers-african-americans.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/10/opinion/sunday/white-newspapers-african-americans.html?referringSource=articleShare


From: Aram James
To: Jeff Moore; Raj; Cindy Chavez; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Greer Stone; Human

Relations Commission; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org; Tanaka, Greg

Subject: Philly DA 8 part series review
Date: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 5:16:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://amp.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2021/jun/22/philly-da-breaking-the-law-review-a-deeply-thrilling-
hopeful-show-to-devour
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From: Aram James
To: Don Horsley; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Rosen; Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;

cromero@cityofepa.org; Rev. Lorrie Owens; Betsy Nash; Cecilia Taylor; city.council@menlopark.org; Tony Dixon;
Raj; EPA Today; Cecilia Taylor; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Josh Becker; Doug Fort; alisa mallari tu;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com

Subject: Please read all 42 pages there will be a quiz —I believe a strong case can be made for abolishing the San Mateo
County private defenders office and build a public defender’s office from the ground up in San Mateo County —
what does our HRC say? What doe...

Date: Thursday, July 8, 2021 11:59:01 PM
Attachments: balance_scale_of_justice.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

http://www.sanmateocourt.org/documents/grand_jury/2019/balance_scale_of_justice.pdf
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BALANCING THE SCALES OF JUSTICE 


Between the Prosecution and Defense in San Mateo County 
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ISSUE 
 


Has the County implemented recommendations from a 2015 evaluation of the Private Defender 


Program, and provided sufficient oversight of the program? 


 


 


SUMMARY 
 


“Equal justice under the law is not merely a caption on the façade of the Supreme Court 


building, it is perhaps the most inspiring ideal of our society.  It is one of the ends for which our 


entire legal system exists…it is fundamental that justice should be the same, in substance and 


availability without regard to economic status.”1 


  Lewis F. Powell, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 


 


Since 1968 San Mateo County has contracted with the San Mateo County Bar Association 


(SMCBA) to provide approximately 100 attorneys to represent indigent defendants through 


SMCBA’s Private Defender Program (PDP). San Mateo County is the only county in California 


with a population over 500,000 that does not have a county Public Defender Office.  


 


Because of the importance of the PDP’s representation for indigent County residents, the 2014-


15 Grand Jury recommended that the program be evaluated. In light of that evaluation, the 2019-


2020 Grand Jury’s goal was to determine: 


 Whether recommendations from the 2015 evaluation were implemented; 


 Whether the County provides sufficient oversight of the PDP.   


 


The review focused on four categories: finances, operations, oversight, and quality of legal 


representation. The 2019-2020 Grand Jury found that: 


 Only after four audits between September 2016 and June 2020, was the County 


Controller able to confirm that the SMCBA had implemented all 12 financial and 12 


contractual recommendations made in September 2016 regarding SMCBA internal 


accounting controls and SMCBA compliance with the County’s contract for the PDP;  


 The County’s contract with the SMCBA does not require the PDP to analyze any of the 


performance data it collects nor compare it to national defense performance benchmarks;  


                                                 
1 Lewis F. Powell, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, August 1976. 







 


2 


2019-2020 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury 


 The County’s oversight since 2016 primarily focused on the financial deficiencies cited 


by the Controller with limited oversight of program effectiveness aspects of the program; 


 The PDP lacks sufficient resources, including staff and software programs, to provide 


meaningful performance data to the County; 


 The PDP has limited oversight and supervision of its independent contractor attorneys; 


 Once a case is assigned, neither the County nor the PDP take any responsibility for the 


effectiveness of PDP attorney legal representation; 


 Funding for the PDP is less than half of the County District Attorney’s Office for 


approximately the same number of cases. This impacts the PDP’s ability to provide 


meaningful representation;  


 In the 52 years of the PDP, the County has never authorized a comprehensive, 


independent and objective review of the PDP against national public defense 


requirements that could the need for changes to or replacement of the County’s indigent 


legal defense model. 


 


The Grand Jury recommends that the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors authorize a 


comprehensive, independent and impartial review of the PDP to evaluate the program against 


national public defense requirements and estimate costs for improving the PDP model or 


implementing an alternative system. Other recommendations address:  


 The lack of both performance criteria in the contract with the PDP and oversight by the 


County; 


 The resources required by the PDP if it is to establish and measure performance and 


ensure the quality of representation provided to County residents.   


 


 


GLOSSARY 
 


American Bar Association (ABA) – Founded in 1878, the ABA is a membership organization 


of lawyers, judges and others interested in law-related issues who are committed to advancing 


the rule of law in the United States. It provides practical resources for legal professionals, law 


school accreditation, model ethics codes and more.  


  


Chief Defender – Reports to the Board of Directors of the San Mateo County Bar Association 


and is the leader and person responsible for the overall operation of the Private Defender 


Program. 


 


Deputy District Attorney (DDA) – an attorney in the prosecutor’s office who reports to the 


District Attorney. 


  


Panel – Is the group of private attorneys that contract with SMCBA to represent indigent County 


residents through the Private Defender Program.    


 


Private Defender Program (PDP) – The PDP is a program of the San Mateo County Bar 


Association, led by a Chief Defender and funded by the County of San Mateo to provide 


attorneys to County residents financially eligible for counsel at public expense.  
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Public Defender Office –Departments in most California counties and jurisdictions in other 


states in which full-time attorneys are employed to represent and advise those financially eligible 


for the appointment of counsel at public expense. 


 


San Mateo County Bar Association (SMCBA) –An organization for attorneys and judges in 


San Mateo County which works to educate members, foster high professional standards, 


encourage congeniality and cooperation between its members and the judiciary in order to 


advance the fair and effective administration of justice for all. The SMCBA contracts with the 


County for the provision of the PDP.  


 


 


BACKGROUND 
 


2014-2015 Grand Jury Report Findings 


The 2014-2015 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury2 investigated the County’s Private Defender 


Program (PDP) to assess whether the County’s approach to indigent defense was consistent with 


national and state guidelines. They also determined that there had not been a formal evaluation of 


the program between 2003 and 2012 and previous evaluations (in 2001, 2003, and 2012) had not 


addressed whether the PDP remained the best model for the County to provide indigent legal 


defense.  


 


In response, the Board of Supervisors agreed that the County should conduct an evaluation of the 


PDP every five years and noted that one would be completed during the period of the contract 


which was in existence at the time. The purpose of the evaluation would be to determine whether 


“the current system continues to be the best model for the County for providing indigent legal 


defense” and the County further noted that “…future evaluations will consider the merits and 


efficacy of the indigent defense system…”3 


 


The County undertook an evaluation of the PDP in late 2015.  Because of the importance of the 


PDP’s representation of indigent criminal defendants, the 2019-2020 Grand Jury decided to 


review the evaluation and reports completed since 2015 to determine: 


 Whether recommendations from the evaluation were implemented; 


 Whether the County provides sufficient oversight of the PDP. 


 


Legal Counsel for Indigent Criminal Defendants  


The Sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution guarantees that defendants have the 


right to counsel. However, it wasn’t until 1963 in Gideon v Wainwright that the Supreme Court 


held that states had an obligation to provide lawyers to indigent defendants. Since Gideon, 


subsequent Supreme Court decisions have clarified that states are required to appoint counsel for 


the poor not only for felonies but also for misdemeanors as well as for children in delinquency 


proceedings.4 The American Bar Association’s “Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery 


                                                 
2 2014-2015 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury, San Mateo County Private Defender Program. 
3 John L. Maltbie, County Manager, Interdepartmental Correspondence, to San Mateo Board of Supervisors, 2014-


2015 Grand Jury Response—San Mateo County Private Defender Program, August 20, 2015, County Responses to 


R1 and R4.  
4 https://sixthamendment.org/the-right-to-counsel/effective-assistance-at-critical-stages/ 



https://sixthamendment.org/the-right-to-counsel/effective-assistance-at-critical-stages/
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System,” details specific requirements to assure the quality of public defense representation.  


One of the principles set forth by the ABA is that there should be “parity between defense 


counsel and the prosecution with respect to resources and defense counsel is included as an equal 


partner in the justice system.”5 


 


Since 1968, San Mateo County has contracted with the San Mateo County Bar Association 


(SMCBA) to provide attorneys to represent indigent defendants, youth appearing in juvenile 


court (both in delinquency proceedings as well as dependency proceedings), and those with 


mental health issues through the SMCBA’s Private Defender Program (PDP).6 Twenty-three 


counties in California contract with legal firms or individual attorneys for legal services for 


indigent residents7 due to the expense of a Public Defender Office for a relatively small number 


of cases in these counties. San Mateo County is the only county with a population over 500,000 


that does not have a Public Defender Office.8 The current contract between the County and the 


SMCBA covers the period July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2021, and is renewable by the County 


for an additional two years.9 At a cost of $19.6 million per year, the PDP contract is one of the 


largest service contracts executed by the County and is managed by the County Manager.10 


 


Current Makeup of the PDP  


The PDP has 15 employees led by a Chief Defender who oversees operations and reports to the 


SMCBA’s Board. The current Chief Defender was appointed in December 2019, after serving as 


the Assistant Chief Defender for two years. Other key staff include an Assistant Chief Defender, 


a Managing Attorney, and a Chief Investigator. Accounting staff are shared with the SMCBA. 


The approximately 100 PDP attorneys (the Panel) contract with the SMCBA as independent 


contractors. Cases are assigned to Panel attorneys by PDP staff. The majority of PDP attorneys 


have 11 or more years legal experience, and the average PDP attorney devotes 76% of his/her 


time to the representation of PDP clients. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019, about half 


of the 100 attorneys on the Panel worked almost exclusively for the PDP, each with a case load 


between 90% and 100%.11 The Panel, as a whole, has an annual caseload of approximately 


20,000 cases, approximately 80% of which are misdemeanors.12 


 


California legislation, AB 5, effective January 2, 2020, will impact employers who use 


independent contractors.13 PDP staff indicated this law may further limit what they perceive as 


the PDP’s ability to oversee individual attorneys.14 


                                                 
5 American Bar Association, Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System, February 2002. 
6 Agreement between the County of San Mateo and the San Mateo County Bar Association, June 2019. 
7 The County of Santa Cruz currently contracts with one law office but will be migrating to a Public Defender 


Program by 2022 according to County of Santa Cruz, Our Public Defender System: Anticipating Structural Change, 


June 21, 2018. 
8 California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice, Report and Recommendations on Funding of 


Defense Services in California, April 14, 2008, p 2. 
9 Agreement between the County of San Mateo and the San Mateo County Bar Association, June 2019.  
10 Grand Jury Interviews. 
11 San Mateo County Bar Association, Annual Report Fiscal Year 2018-2019 to the Board of Supervisors San 


Mateo County, p.7. 
12 Grand Jury interviews.  
13 Now Labor Code Section 2750.3. 
14 Grand Jury interviews.  
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The County of San Mateo and the PDP may also be impacted by the settlement of an ACLU 


lawsuit on January 9, 2020, regarding the inadequate funding by Fresno County and the State of 


California for the public defense of indigents.15 The lawsuit alleged that Fresno County’s public 


defense system was not “capable of putting the prosecution’s case to meaningful adversarial 


testing” so that “courts cannot ensure that their decisions, judgments, verdicts and punishments 


are rendered fairly and accurately.”16 Fresno County agreed to increase funding of public defense 


by $10 million per year to close the large funding gap with its District Attorney’s Office (DA’s 


Office) starting in fiscal year 2019-20, a 75% increase over fiscal year 2018-19; implement six 


new operational requirements and nine new policies, procedures and performance guidelines; 


and provide extensive quarterly, semi-annually and annual reports to the ACLU beginning April 


1, 2020.  In addition, the State of California agreed to additional funding of indigent legal 


defense in the State.17 


 


2015 Evaluation and Follow–Up  


Following the release of the 2014-2015 Grand Jury Report, the County Manager contracted with 


a retired San Mateo County judge and a former county counsel to conduct an evaluation of the 


PDP to determine whether the PDP remained “the most appropriate model for providing indigent 


defense services in San Mateo County.”18 The evaluation focused on the “historical and current 


structure of the PDP and contrasted it with other indigent defense models, focusing on the 


adequacy of representation, financial accountability, proper utilization of public funds, and the 


objective characteristics of the program as a business model for the provision of a required 


publicly funded service.”19  The evaluators issued a report on December 8, 2015. That report, 


however, expressly noted that the evaluation “did not undertake a detailed analysis of the quality 


of representation provided by individual attorneys, nor perform a financial audit to determine 


how the PDP funds were disbursed and utilized.”20 


 


The evaluators did not recommend that the County transition to a Public Defender model based 


on: 


 Anecdotal discussions with current and former judges, prosecutors, and criminal defense 


attorneys who indicated that the overall quality of representation was adequate,  


 The evaluators’ high cost estimate of developing a County Public Defender Office, and  


 Their conclusion that the operation of the Private Defender Program was in compliance 


with the American Bar Association and State Bar of California’s standards and 


principles.  


 


The evaluators did, however, make a number of recommendations regarding the administration 


of the program and the need to:  


                                                 
15 Carolyn Phillips et al. v State of California et al., Settlement Agreement, Fresno Superior Court, Case No. 


15CECG02201, January 9, 2020. 
16 Benjamin, Marc, The Fresno Bee, ACLU lawsuit says Fresno County public defense is inadequate, July 15, 2015. 
17 Supra, Note 13.  
18 Zerne P. Haning and Thomas F. Casey, San Mateo County Private Defender Program Evaluation, December 


2015. 
19 Ibid, p1. 
20 Ibid, p2. 
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 Address inherent conflicts of interest between the PDP and the SMCBA; 


 Conduct an independent review of the PDP’s finances;  


 Establish more appropriate oversight of the program by both the SMCBA’s Board of 


Directors and the County.21 


 


To address financial concerns raised by the report, the County Manager requested that the 


Controller’s Office conduct a financial review of the Private Defender Program. The Controller’s 


initial audit report was issued on September 1, 2016,22 the same day the County Manager issued 


a memo and its own assessment of the PDP to the Board of Supervisors.  


 


DISCUSSION 
 


The 2019-2020 Grand Jury’s review of the PDP focuses on four categories: 


 Finances 


 Operations 


 Oversight by the County and SMCBA 


 Quality of PDP Legal Representation 


 


Finances 


According to the Controller’s first audit of SMCBA/PDP, issued on September 1, 2016,23 several 


significant issues were identified in the following areas: 


 Untimely and incomplete independent audit reports;  


 Inaccurate and deficient reporting to the County; 


 Inadequate monitoring and analyses of case type and cost data; 


 Poor internal controls and procedures on issuing vouchers (invoices) to the County (for 


work performed). 


 


Additionally, twelve specific issues and recommendations were identified by the Controller (see 


Appendix A). The most serious related to financial payments the County made to the SMCBA: 


 Reports on case counts and costs provided by SMCBA were found to be inadequate for 


financial management oversight. Cases were incorrectly classified, and records that were 


incomplete and inaccurate were key factors in determining certain payment amounts 


under the contract and forecasted expenditures.24 


 Vouchers (attorney invoices) did not comply with the contracted fee schedule. Of the 


approximately 189,000 vouchers issued during the review period, 593 were selected for 


review and 25% of them had errors that resulted in the issuance (by the SMCBA) of 


incorrect payments.25 


 


The seriousness of the audit findings was reflected in the Controller’s following statement:  


                                                 
21 Ibid, p6-7 
22 County of San Mateo Office of the Controller, Private Defender Program Financial Review Report, for the 


period July 1, 2013 – February 29, 2016, September 1, 2016. 
23 Ibid, p1. 
24 Ibid, p6. 
25 Ibid, p10. 
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“If all the recommendations in this report to the County Manager’s Office are not 


implemented, the County should consider changing the current service delivery model for 


indigent legal services.”26 


 


The County Manager’s memo to the Board of Supervisors on September 1, 201627 


recommended: 


 That all recommendations from the Controller’s audit be implemented and that a follow-


up audit be scheduled; 


 That administrative changes be made to the PDP28; 


 That a Performance Report be created by the PDP so that the operational and financial 


goals could be prioritized and monitored throughout the year.  


 


The seriousness of the issues was acknowledged by the County Manager’s statement that the 


recommendations “must be addressed prior to consideration of another contract (italics added) 


so that the “County can effectively evaluate the PDP’s financial and operational performance as 


a service provider and ensure that public funds are spent appropriately.”29 In September the 


Board of Supervisors unanimously endorsed the implementation of all of the Controller’s 


recommendations with quarterly progress reports to the Board beginning in March 2017, and a 


follow-up audit to be completed after June 30, 2017.30 (See Appendix B: Financial Timeline of 


Reports and Contracts). 


 


The County executed a contract with the SMCBA with Board authorization in June 2017 for 


fiscal years 2017-201931 with changes reflecting some of the Controller and County Manager 


recommendations and followed by three more amendments or contracts in 2017 and 2018. 32 The 


Controller’s second audit was delayed until the SMCBA’s newly hired independent auditors 


could finish their FY 2016-2017 audit which was provided to the Controller in January 2018.33 


 


The second audit by the Controller34 was completed in May 2018, one year and nine months 


after the first and covered the fiscal year 2016-17. Three of the Controller’s 12 recommendations 


from September 2016 had been implemented (See Appendix A). Recommendations not 


implemented related to poor internal controls, the lack of written accounting policies and 


procedures, and the continued unreliability of PDP invoices to the County. Importantly, the 


                                                 
26 Ibid, p 2. 
27 County of San Mateo County Manager’s Office, Information Only Review of Private Defender Program (PDP), 


September 1, 2016 (Release Date), September 20, 2016 (Board Meeting Date). 
28 Recommendations included eliminating the use of PDP attorneys in receiving client complaints, increase the roles 


of the Chief, Assistant Chief Defender and Managing Attorney and opening up the PDP Panel to all qualified 


members of the SMCBA). 
29 Ibid, p2. 
30 Board of Supervisors public meeting video, September 20, 2016. 
31 Board of Supervisors, Authorized Agreement with San Mateo County Bar Association June 1, 2017 through June 


30, 2019. 
32 Board of Supervisors, Authorized Agreement or Amendments with San Mateo County Bar Association executed 


in December 2017, February and June 2018. 
33 County of San Mateo Controller’s Office, Private Defender Program Follow-up Audit Report, May 22, 2018. 
34 Ibid, p2. 







 


8 


2019-2020 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury 


independent auditor’s disclaimer of opinion and the significant deficiencies described in their 


audit report indicated that the PDP’s financial accounting records could not be relied upon.35   


 


A third audit36 was completed by the Controller in June 2019 for the six-month period ending 


December 31, 2018.  Of 12 original financial recommendations (from the September 2016 audit) 


only six were completed. The remaining were listed as “partially implemented” (see Appendix 


A). The financial recommendations that were tied to evidence of internal control could not be 


completely evaluated by the Controller because SMCBA’s written financial policies and 


procedures37 to address the recommendations were not approved by the SMCBA until March 


2019, which was after the review period.38  Besides reporting on the implementation of the 


financial recommendations, the Controller also reported on the status of SMCBA’s contractual 


compliance (with the contract ending June 30, 2019). Of 12 contractual requirements listed in the 


Controller’s third audit, only six were completed by December 31, 2018. Moreover, the 


independent accountant’s Management Letter39 provided in connection with the fiscal year 


ending June 30, 2018 audit indicated that they identified certain deficiencies in internal control 


that they considered were material weaknesses and others they considered were significant 


deficiencies.40   


 


By June 2019, following a Grand Jury report in July 2015, an independent evaluation in 


December 2015, and three audits by the County Controller 2016-2019, there were still financial 


management and contractual issues when the current contract was adopted by the Board of 


Supervisors on the recommendation of the County Manager.41 In his memo to the Board of 


Supervisors, the County Manager noted that the Controller had completed a follow-up audit of 


the PDP and found they were complying with financial reporting obligations and performance 


reports,42 a statement not supported by the Controller’s third audit. 


 


A fourth audit was completed in July 202043 for the 2019 calendar year. The Controller 


confirmed that all six outstanding financial recommendations and six contractual 


recommendations were implemented. The independent accountants provided a “clean opinion”44 


on the financial statements for fiscal year ending 6/30/201945 and there were no significant items 


                                                 
35 Ibid, p3. 
36 County of San Mateo Controller’s Office, Private Defender Program Follow-up Review, June 28, 2019.   
37 San Mateo County Bar Association, Financial Policies and Procedures Manual, Adopted March 20, 2019, not 


implemented in FY2019 per YH Advisors Opinion and Management Letters to the SMCBA Board of Directors, 


December 27, 2019. 
38 Ibid, p5. 
39 The results of a financial statement audit by the independent public accountants are reported to a company’s 


management by issuing an opinion letter and a separate management letter that communicates internal control 


deficiencies and weaknesses.   
40 YH Advisors, Communication of Significant Deficiencies and Material Weaknesses, December 18, 2018.  
41 County of San Mateo Board of Supervisors, File # 19-594 Resolution, June 25, 2019. 
42 County of San Mateo Inter-Departmental Correspondence from Michael P Callagy, County Manager to 


Honorable Board of Supervisors, Private Defender Program Contract, Board Meeting Date: 6/25/2019 
43 County of San Mateo Controller’s Office, Private Defender Program 2020 Review Report, July 14, 2020.   
44 The opinion of an organizations auditors that its financial statements are fairly presented in accordance with 


generally accepted accounting principles. 
45 YH Advisors, (Opinion) Letter to the Board of Directors San Mateo County Bar Association, December 27, 2019. 
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in that year’s Management Letter.46  While the PDP approved accounting procedures in March 


2019, confirmation of their implementation by the Controller did not occur until July 2020. Thus, 


the County continued to pay PDP invoices for nearly four years, without confirmation that the 


underlying financial data was correct. 


 


Operations  


The following section describes four areas of PDP operations and contrasts them with operations 


in Public Defender Programs and the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office. The areas are 


training and continuing education, oversight of attorneys, program accountability, and resources.  


 


Training and Continuing Education   


According to the American Bar Association’s (ABA’s) Ten Principles of a Public Defense 


Delivery System, defense counsel should be provided with, and required to attend, continuing 


education appropriate to their areas of practice and at least equal to that received by 


prosecutors.47 


 


The PDP offers in-house training and provides $750 annually for each attorney to use on 


continuing education related to their legal work. From July 2018 through June 2019, for 


example, the PDP offered 15 training programs, four were for new PDP attorneys.48 Between 30 


and 45 attorneys on average may attend training programs during lunch hours while 60 to 75 


may attend training programs during dinner hours.  There is no information on the number of 


classes attended per attorney nor the content of the PDP classes each attends.49 The PDP has a 


mentoring program for new panel attorneys and for those handling more complex cases, and 


maintains an application that distributes messages on an electronic mailing list that attorneys 


may use for assistance regarding a specific case or applicability of case law.50 However, the PDP 


does not track attendance at any training taken by Panel attorneys nor track participation in 


complex case electronic messaging, so there is no way to assess the additional competency 


gained by Panel attorneys. The PDP does not provide specific information regarding its 


mentoring program also making it difficult to assess its effectiveness. 


 


In contrast, Public Defender Offices in the Bay Area as well as the San Mateo County District 


Attorney’s Office provide attorneys continuing education that includes daily, weekly, monthly 


and quarterly mandatory meetings and training often offered by organizational unit 


(misdemeanors, felonies, juvenile…), by topic or by skill level. Classroom training and 


continuing education are tracked by attorney and used as part of a formal professional 


development program customized annually to each person.51 With tracked continuing education 


and mandatory meetings Public Defender Programs and the San Mateo County DA’s Office 


have created continuous learning environments. Furthermore, senior staff is available to assist 


                                                 
46 YH Advisors, (Management) Letter to the Board of Directors San Mateo County Bar Association, December27, 


2019. 
47 ABA Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System, February 2002, American Bar Association. 
48 PDP Annual Report, Fiscal Year 2018-2019 to the Board of Supervisors San Mateo County, by Myra A. Weiher, 


Chief Defender, page 10. 
49 Grand Jury interviews. 
50 Grand Jury interviews. 
51 Grand Jury interviews. 
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new attorneys with real-time discussions about pending cases, issues, case law, jury selection, 


judges and opposing prosecuting or defense attorneys. Moreover, younger attorneys work for 


more senior attorneys by preparing court documents and briefs for the senior attorneys’ cases.52  


 


Public Defender Offices and the DA’s Office provide career ladders for attorneys. Attorneys can 


progress into supervisory roles or as they gain experience, move from misdemeanors to felonies 


to homicide cases (with the supervision and training previously discussed) and take on 


progressively more complex cases. 


 


Oversight of Attorneys  


According to the ABA, defense counsel should be supervised and periodically evaluated for 


competence and efficiency.53 


 


The PDP and the DA’s Office handle approximately 20,000 cases each per year. The PDP has 


Juvenile cases that the DA’s Office does not handle which offsets the DA’s Office’s non-PDP 


cases.  However, both offices handle approximately 85%-90% of the same cases. Staffing in the 


two offices differs considerably. The PDP has four management positions to oversee 


approximately 100 defense attorneys (approximately 50% full time, and 50% part time attorneys) 


and ten full time support staff. The DA’s Office has approximately 137 full time positions,54 


including 60 full time attorneys and ten senior management positions plus 67 investigative staff, 


paralegals, information systems and administrative staff.  


 


The Chief Defender and the two legal management staff have limited oversight of the Panel. 


There is oversight of new attorneys and annual evaluations of all PDP attorneys, but no oversight 


of the legal representation provided by Panel attorneys who, as independent contractors, are held 


to be solely responsible for management of the cases assigned to them by the PDP.55 


 


Oversight provided by PDP staff includes observation of new attorneys and annual evaluations. 


The Assistant Chief Defender or the Managing Attorney observes less experienced PDP 


attorneys in court although the frequency of these observations or the feedback provided are not 


tracked or documented.56 Panel attorneys are evaluated annually in part through self-assessments 


submitted by each attorney. Measures used include:  


 Effective use of PDP’s independent investigators; 


 Willingness to try cases; 


 Use of legal research and pretrial motions; 


 Consideration of immigration issues and use of resources; 


 Attendance at PDP training and use of their own PDP education fund budget; 


 An assessment of overall professional growth.57 


 


                                                 
52 Grand Jury Interviews 
53 Supra, Note 42. 
54 FY 2019-21 County of San Mateo Recommended Budget, All Funds FY 2019-21 Authorized Position Summary, 


page B-30 and Grand Jury interviews. 
55 Grand Jury interviews. 
56 Grand Jury interviews. 
57 Grand Jury interviews. 
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Annual self-assessment forms are reviewed by the Chief Defender and/or Assistant Chief 


Defender along with a review of motions submitted to the court for their appropriateness and 


client surveys and complaints. However, no analysis or summary of evaluations is included in 


the annual PDP reports to the Board of Supervisors. The report only provides descriptive 


information on the review process for the panel as a whole.  


 


The San Mateo County DA’s Office appears to have more management oversight of the 


attorneys in its office and uses different measures for evaluation. The evaluation process includes 


monitoring how long it takes to get a case to trial and whether attorneys are meeting milestones, 


delays in filings, number of filings, their writing and professionalism in court, as well as visits 


with clients.58 New attorneys in the DA’s Office are evaluated at six months, one year, and 18 


months with similar metrics as described above. All staff are evaluated at least annually, though 


there is a less formal process for attorneys practicing more than four to five years.59  Cases in the 


DA’s Office are monitored via a case management system that tracks the speed, status and 


disposition of each case by attorney. This evaluative process did not differ from a Public 


Defender Office in the Bay Area which holds supervising or lead attorneys accountable for the 


effectiveness of the less experienced attorneys who are direct reports. Supervising attorneys 


review written communication including briefs and motions as well as court observations of their 


staff.60   


 


Program Accountability 


Public Defender Offices and the San Mateo County DA’s Office hold department heads 


responsible for the work of the attorneys in their respective units, providing built-in incentives to 


track attorney and unit metrics such as: 


 Time commitment; 


 Resources employed and speed to motion; 


 Trial or resolution; 


 Volume of work and the results.  


 


Because the PDP manages Panel attorneys as independent contractors, there is no such oversight 


structure built into the Private Defender Panel. The Chief Defender does not exercise formal 


supervision over the legal representation provided by PDP attorneys and is not responsible for 


the Panel’s performance or case results. 


 


Resources 


According to the ABA, there should be parity between defense counsel and the prosecution with 


respect to resources. This includes such things as: workload, salaries, and other resources, (e.g., 


technology, legal research, support staff, investigators).61 


 


The PDP and Public Defender Offices offer similar legal representation services to the indigent, 


including expungement clinics to help individuals expunge convictions from their records. A 


well-funded Bay Area program expanded its services, for example, by meeting clients in 


                                                 
58 Grand Jury interviews. 
59 Grand Jury interviews. 
60 Grand Jury interviews. 
61 Supra, note 42.   







 


12 


2019-2020 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury 


homeless shelters, encampments, community centers for non-English speaking residents, and 


with newly arrested individuals in jails prior to arraignments.62 Some Public Defender Offices in 


the Bay Area and the San Mateo County’s DA’s Office translate their materials into multiple 


languages.63 Currently, PDP materials are printed only in English.64 


 


PDP staff measure the workload of Panel attorneys based on staff’s knowledge and observations 


of PDP attorneys, communications from judges and the DA’s Office, and client complaints. 


Since PDP attorneys are responsible for their own legal research and case management, the PDP 


uses a case management system only to make assignments and billing, not to provide a database 


of legal research or briefs. Some Bay Area Public Defender Offices and the County DA’s Office 


employ case management software to manage and balance workloads and maintain brief banks 


to leverage best practices and make brief creation more efficient. They also have lawyers and 


paralegals to research case law. Grand Jury interviews of judges and current and former DA’s 


Office lawyers indicate that there is little parity between the PDP and the DA among these 


factors. 


 


The PDP budget may be insufficient to address some of the inherent disadvantages of the PDP 


model regarding training, oversight, accountability and resources. A direct comparison between 


the PDP and the DA’s Office is difficult since the PDP budget represents the sum of fees 


charged for indigent representation while the DA’s Office budget includes salaries and benefits 


of County employees. However, over the last several years, the PDP budget has stayed virtually 


flat versus the DA’s Office budget which has grown to more than twice the PDP budget (2.2 


times in the 2019-2020 budget) as the chart below shows.65 In fact, if one were to take inflation 


into account, it could be argued that the PDP’s budget actually declined from 2015 to 2020 by 


$546,000.66 


 


Fiscal Years PDP 


Budget* 


DA’s Office  


Budget* 


DA’s Office 


versus PDP 


Budget 


2014-2015 $18.5 $29.4 1.6x Greater 


2015-2016 $20.1 $31.8 1.6x Greater 


2016-2017 $19.9 $32.8 1.7x Greater 


2017-2018 $11.367 $36.4 3.2x Greater 


2018-2019 $18.9 $40.6 2.1x Greater 


2019-2020 $19.6 $43.5 2.2x Greater 


2020-2021 $19.6 $45.2 2.3x Greater 


* in millions of dollars 


 


                                                 
62 Grand Jury interviews. 
63 Grand Jury interviews. 
64 Grand Jury interviews. 
65 Actual and Budget amounts 2016-17 from County Budget, Amended 9/24/2019. 
66 U.S. Inflation Calculator, www.usinflationcalculator.com, April 9, 2020. 
67 The decrease from 2016-17 to 2017-2018 is due to the County reducing the advance payment to the SMCBA 


from six months to three months and reflects the County Controller’s first audit results revealing over-invoicing by 


the PDP.   



http://www.usinflationcalculator.com/
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Comparing the PDP Panel to County staffing of a Public Defender Program or DA’s Office is 


difficult. Nonetheless, a well-funded office can better offer a holistic defense by not only hiring 


attorneys that specialize in specific areas of the law but also employ social workers and mental 


health professionals, as one Bay Area County does.68 In addition, senior staff can participate in 


county-wide forums such as public safety and gang task force meetings, prison reform 


committees or domestic violence forums as well as community meetings.69 The PDP’s small 


management team is insufficient in size to take advantage of all of these opportunities or have 


the same continuity or uniformity as the DA’s Office.   


 


Oversight by the SMCBA Board and County  


The SMCBA Board is responsible for oversight of the PDP. Day-to-day operations of the PDP 


are managed by the Chief Defender.70 The County has oversight responsibilities for the contract 


with SMCBA’s PDP and the overall quality and administration of indigent legal defense.   


 


The SMCBA’s Board  


Following issuance of the 2015 evaluation and September 2016 Controller’s audit,71 the SMCBA 


Board responded by:  


 Separating the Executive Director and Chief Defender positions; 


 Having Board members who are PDP attorneys recuse themselves on votes regarding the 


management of the PDP; 


 Changing public accounting firms;  


 Replacing accounting staff; 


 Outsourcing the SMCBA Controller position to oversee accounting services;72 


 Approving accounting policies and procedures (March 2019) with an Appendix 


describing PDP voucher approval and payment procedures.73 These procedures were 


implemented in FY 2020 (after 6/30/2019).74 


 


For continued oversight, the Chief Defender attends the monthly SMCBA Board and the Board’s 


Executive Committee once per month. The Board’s By-Laws list a Private Defender Committee 


composed of active members of the PDP panel and a member of the Board. The PDP 


Committee’s function is to advise the Chief Defender regarding operations and expenditure of 


funds to “insure the efficient and just operation” of the PDP.75 The Committee is currently 


staffed by a Board member who reports to the Board76 about the activities of the Chief Defender 


and the PDP monthly at regular Board meetings.77Additionally, the By-Laws list a Fee 


                                                 
68 Grand Jury interviews. 
69 Grand Jury interviews.  
70 PDP Position Description: Chief Defender, January 2020 and SMCBA By-Laws, as amended February 24, 2016. 
71 Supra, Note 19. 
72 Grand Jury interviews. 
73 Financial Policies and Procedures Manual, San Mateo Bar Association, Adopted March 20, 2019. 
74 YH Audit Opinion Letter and Management Letter for FYE June 30, 2019, December 27, 2019. 
75 San Mateo County Bar Association, ByLaws, as amended February 24, 2016, San Mateo County Bar Association, 


page 18. 
76 Grand Jury interview.  
77 Grand Jury interview. 
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Committee composed of the Chief Defender and experienced PDP attorneys who review attorney 


vouchers.  


 


County Manager  


The County Manager or designated staff is responsible for oversight of the contract with the 


PDP. Staff meets with the Chief Defender twice per month. Not surprisingly, given the 


Controller’s audits, the County’s oversight of the PDP has focused on financial deficiencies.78 


The 2019-2021 contract now requires the PDP to provide quarterly reports to the County that 


include expenditures by panel attorney as well as case type and case counts.  


 


The current contract includes a number of what it refers to as “performance benchmarks” in the 


following areas: attorney education, attorney evaluations, client complaints, caseload, initial 


client meetings, community outreach, and client surveys.79  


 


Information regarding these performance benchmarks are reported in the PDP’s annual reports to 


the Board of Supervisors. However, the County appears less interested in monitoring these 


qualitative aspects of the program. The County does not require the PDP to provide the raw data 


or analysis that compares their data to nationally recognized performance benchmark standards.  


For example, regarding training, the County simply requires that the PDP ensure that attorneys 


complete their annual continuing legal education already required by the State of California to 


renew their license to practice law. National ABA standards require defense attorneys to obtain 


education that is appropriate to their area of practice,80 however, the PDP does not track Panel 


training.   


 


The PDP includes the number of client complaints within broad categories of complaints in 


annual reports. Also, included in annual reports is general information regarding initial client 


meetings. In both cases these are provided without any comparisons to performance standards or 


benchmarks.   


 


According to the ABA one of the most important factors in “rendering of quality representation” 


is the workload of defense attorneys, factoring in quantity and complexity of cases, support 


services, and other responsibilities.81 Though the number and type of cases which an attorney is 


assigned impacts the quality of representation individual clients receive,82 the contract only 


requires the PDP to report caseloads by type of case with an overall summary of the average 


caseload per attorney without reference or analysis based on national caseload standards.83  In 


contrast, the DA’s Office uses a new automated case management system that tracks cases (and 


the assigned attorneys) from arrest/pre-trial through post-adjudication prosecution, including 


discovery, evidence management, motions and trials and allows the DA’s Office to perform data 


analytics and performance management and establish customized benchmarks to measure 


                                                 
78 Grand Jury Interview. 
79 Agreement between the County of San Mateo and the San Mateo County Bar Association, June 2019.  
80 ABA Ten Principles, February 2002. 
81 Supra, Note 42, #5. 
82 Supra, Note 42. 
83 National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals, National Caseload limits, NAC 


Standard 13.12, 1973. 
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performance against. Moreover, this system electronically stores and manages all of the case 


records and documents electronically.84 


 


In contrast to the contractual “performance benchmarks” used by the County, national 


organizations describe data that needs to be tracked and used to oversee and improve defense 


programs. For example, there are specific data regarding the process of case management/case 


events that include, for example, not only the number of motions filed but at what stage in the 


case and whether there was a hearing on the motion. Another example involves client contacts 


which include both phone and email contacts while an individual is detained and when released. 


(See Appendix C for details). Such information can help determine whether there are sufficient 


resources and assess both attorney activities and client outcomes.85 It is, however, unclear 


whether the PDP model (with attorneys who are independent contractors) and the PDP’s limited 


case management capabilities would support such data collection and analysis.     


  


Although County staff periodically review SMCBA financial data, five amendments or contracts 


have been signed with the PDP even though the Controller recommended, and the County 


Manager and Board of Supervisors formally concurred, that if all 12 of the recommendations 


were not implemented, the County should consider changing the current service delivery model 


for indigent legal services.86 Indeed, the 2017-2019 contract was signed nine months after the 


Controller’s first audit. The 2019 contract was signed in June 2019 despite SMCBA’s failure to 


implement six of the 12 Controller recommendations in nearly four years and without 


considering an alternate model for the delivery of legal defense services for county indigent 


residents.87    


 


The 2014-2015 Grand Jury recommended (and the County Manager agreed) that evaluations of 


the PDP should be conducted every five years. As previously noted, the last evaluation of the 


PDP was completed in December 2015. The current contract requires that a committee be 


formed to evaluate ongoing PDP performance no less than every five years.88 The committee is 


to include members of the judiciary, and SMCBA as well as other interested individuals. The 


make-up of such an evaluation committee would seem to make it difficult to perform an 


independent evaluation of PDP performance and oversight of the program. Even so, the County 


has failed to schedule the evaluation that is due December 2020.89   


 


                                                 
84 National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics, Prosecutor Case Management System Functional 


Requirements, September 2018. 
85 Basic Data Every Defender Program Needs to Track: A Toolkit for Defender Leaders, National Legal Aid and 


Defender Association, Marea Beeman, 2014. 
86 Supra Note 24 page 2. 
87 Santa Cruz County confronted a similar need to evaluate the delivery of legal services to county indigent 


defendants that had been provided by a single private law firm. After a comprehensive review, the county decided to 


transition to a Public Defender Program in a 3 to 4-year process now underway with a limited contract extension 


agreed to by the law firm. 
88 Supra, Note 8 page 16. 
89 Though the Covid19 pandemic may delay an evaluation, an evaluation had not been planned for 2020 at the time 


Grand Jury interviews were conducted before the pandemic. 
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Quality of Representation 


It is difficult to assess the quality of representation by the PDP without a comprehensive and 


independent objective evaluation of the legal representation of the PDP Panel. There have been 


limited reviews based on anecdotal information. Neither the SMCBA nor the County have 


established objective evaluation criteria to assess PDP attorney’s performance or the model’s 


success in delivering effective indigent representation.  


 


Client complaints and assessments do offer a possible means to assess the quality of 


representation. The lack of any 2018-19 Marsden motions granted by the court for allegations of 


ineffective assistance of PDP counsel is an excellent indication of the quality of PDP 


representation.90  A Marsden motion is a request to the court by a criminal defendant for 


discharge of a court-appointed lawyer on the basis of being incompetently or inadequately 


represented or for irreconcilable differences between lawyer and client.91 Regarding client 


assessments, PDP client surveys are not useful because so few surveys are sent out by the PDP, 


those surveys, are only sent to clients in English, and so few are returned.92 For example, in FY 


2019 just 386 surveys were sent out and 35 replies received, representing only 0.15% of total 


cases. 93  


 


Anecdotal information reported from the 2015 PDP evaluation cited earlier in this report, noted 


that “the overall assessment of the program gleaned from interviews with current and former 


judges, prosecutors and criminal defense attorneys indicated that the overall quality of 


representation was adequate and supporting investigative and forensic assistance was excellent, 


especially in the more serious cases.”94 The 2015 PDP evaluation use of “adequacy of 


representation” to define quality of representation, differs from case law which uses the standard 


of “effective representation.”95 The County Manager did reach out to PDP attorneys and for 


public comment via a focus group and reported in a memo to the Board of Supervisors that “for 


the most part, feedback was positive and supportive of the PDP.”96  


 


The 2019-2020 Grand Jury conducted a series of interviews with past and present members of 


the DA’s Office and current judges. The assessment of PDP representation described differed 


considerably from those cited above. The interviewees’ consensus was that approximately 25 


percent of PDP attorneys are outstanding, and these attorneys are assigned the most difficult 


cases by PDP staff. An additional 50-60 percent are very good to excellent. However, 


interviewees indicated they could identify a number of attorneys with poor skills and/or 


representation. Several interviewees estimated these attorneys accounted for 15-20 percent of the 


Panel.97 


                                                 
90 Supra, Note 43 page 18. 
91 People v Marsden, 2 Cal.3d 118 (1970).  San Mateo County Law Library, “Making Marsden and/or Faretta 


Motions,” Research Guide #11.  
92 PDP staff indicated that the survey will be translated into a two-sided English/Spanish form and will be sent to 


clients. The survey is available on the PDP website and in the office lobby. 
93 Supra, Note 43 pages 18-19. 
94 Supra, Note 15. 
95 McMann v Richardson 397 U.S. 759, 771 n.14 (1970). 
96 Supra, Note 24. 
97 Grand Jury interview. 
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Interviewees noted that attorneys delivering very good to outstanding service displayed many of 


the following characteristics:   


 Attorneys showed appropriate time management and organizational skills. They met with 


prosecuting Deputy District Attorneys early in a case to understand the evidence; 


 They met their clients and/or family members quickly and communicated regularly, 


explaining how the case was likely to unfold;  


 They were well prepared in court and had knowledge of the prevailing law and its 


applicability;    


 They brought motions that advanced their cases;   


 They were smart advocates for their clients and professional adversaries of the Deputy 


District Attorneys, demonstrated in the judicious use of motions and briefs.    


 


The qualities of poor attorney representation as noted by interviewees include the following: 


 They were over committed and took on too many cases;  


 They did not know the law or how it applied to their client’s case; 


 They accepted cases that were beyond their legal capability; 


 They wasted the court’s and prosecution’s time with frivolous motions;  


 They were disorganized and unprepared in court;  


 They rarely if ever, reached out to the prosecuting Deputy District Attorney to discuss 


problems with the evidence or to better understand the Deputy District Attorney’s theory 


of the case before trial. 


 


As previously noted, there are systemic challenges to the PDP contract model which PDP 


management believes limits their oversight of PDP attorneys’ legal representation. AB5 


(effective 1/1/2020) which tightened independent contractor rules, has further reinforced PDP 


management’s belief that they cannot get involved in the quality of representation delivered by 


independent Panel attorneys,98 though lawyers are exempted from AB5.99 The disparity between 


the PDP’s budget and the County’s District Attorney’s Office budget also raises questions 


concerning the parity of resources and the impact this could have on the adequacy of PDP 


defense representation.  


 


The Grand Jury is aware that there are non-profit organizations that review and measure indigent 


defense systems in the United States against Sixth Amendment case law and established 


standards of justice to recommend improvements to the current public defense system, while 


promoting public safety and fiscal responsibility.100 These organizations have legal, management 


and accounting experts who begin with data collection and analysis, continue with justice system 


and court observations and complete the review interviewing a broad cross-section of 


stakeholders. This information is compared against the ABA’s Ten Principles of a Public 


                                                 
98 Grand Jury interview. 
99 Grand Jury interviews and excerpt from AB5:  Exempted from AB5 is “an individual who holds an active license 


from the State of California and is practicing one of the following recognized professions: lawyer, architect, 


engineer, private investigator, or accountant.” 
100 Sixth Amendment Center, Boston Mass, Background Information, August 23, 2019 
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Defense System101 to tailor recommendations for the effective, efficient, high quality, ethical and 


conflict-free legal representation for criminal defendants who are unable to afford an attorney.  


 


Neither the SMCBA nor the County has completed a comprehensive, independent, and objective 


review of this nature conducted by experts in legal criminal defense, devoid of relationships with 


existing members of the county legal community, judiciary, and County management. With 52 


consecutive years of contracts between the County and the SMCBA, the quality of representation 


warrants a comprehensive, independent and objective review.   


 


 


FINDINGS 
 


Finances 


F1 Following a Grand Jury Report in July 2015 and an evaluation of the PDP in December 


2015, the San Mateo County Controller completed three audits of the PDP between 2016 


and 2019 and found significant financial irregularities that were not resolved prior to the 


execution of the 2017-19 contract and the current 2019-21 contract. 


 


F2. Immediately following issuance of the Controller’s initial audit in 2016, The SMCBA 


Board:  


 Addressed conflicts of interest of members of the SMCBA Board; 


 Separated the SMCBA Executive Director and Chief Defender positions;  


 Replaced the SMCBA independent auditors and accounting staff.  


  


In March 2019 the SMCBA adopted Financial Policies and Procedures.  


 


F3. Following issuance of the Controller’s initial audit in 2016, the San Mateo Board of 


Supervisors approved the County Manager’s recommendation that all of the Controller’s 


recommendations be implemented prior to consideration of a new contract with the 


SMCBA in 2017. 


 


F4. A third audit by the Controller completed in June 2019 found that the SMCBA/PDP had 


not completed six of 12 financial recommendations and six of 12 contractual requirements. 


The SMCBA accounting policies and procedures were not approved until March 2019 and 


not implemented until FY 2020 after the Controller’s audit period. Consequently, auditors 


could not test whether the policies and procedures were sufficient to address deficiencies. 


 


F5. The current contract with the SMCBA was approved even though the Controller audits 


could not confirm that more than half of the initial recommendations (from 2016) had been 


addressed. 


 


F6. A fourth audit was completed by the Controller in July 2020 and found that all six 


outstanding financial recommendations and six contractual requirements were 


implemented.  The PDP’s independent accountants provided a “clean opinion” on the 


                                                 
101 Supra, Note 4 
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financial statements for the fiscal year ending 6/30/2019 and there were no significant 


items in that year’s Management Letter. 


 


F7. The PDP did not approve written accounting procedures including voucher review 


procedures until March 2019 and confirmation of their implementation by the Controller 


did not occur until June 2020. The County continued to pay PDP invoices for nearly four 


years, without confirmation that the underlying financial data was correct. 


 


Operations  


F8. PDP staff have limited oversight and supervision of, and accountability for, PDP attorneys 


regarding education and training and the quality of their legal representation. This is due, in 


part, to PDP’s understanding of their independent contractor relationship with the Panel 


attorneys. 


 


F9. There is little parity between the PDP and the San Mateo District Attorney’s Office 


regarding processes and systems that would enable the PDP to analyze, monitor, and report 


on the quality of legal representation provided by PDP attorneys.  


 


F10. The District Attorney’s Office is funded at 2.2 times the PDP’s budget in FY 2019-20.  


Further, the PDP budget has been virtually flat since 2015 and may actually be declining in 


real dollars.   


 


Oversight by the SMCBA and County 


F11. The SMCBA Board oversees the PDP through a Private Defender Board Committee to 


advise the Chief Defender. That committee is staffed by PDP attorneys and a representative 


from the Board.  


 


F12. “Performance benchmarks” delineated in county contracts require the PDP to present data 


without analysis or comparison to state or national defender program benchmarks.   


 


F13. The County requires the PDP to report caseloads by type of case and average caseload per 


attorney, without reference or analysis to national caseload standards which factor in case 


complexity, resources, attorney activities and client outcomes.  


 


F14. An evaluation of the PDP was completed in 2015 by a retired County Judge and former 


County Counsel. Though the contract requires an evaluation every five years, none had 


been scheduled for 2020 at the time of Grand Jury interviews.  


 


Quality of Representation 


F15. PDP client surveys are sent to a very limited number of clients and only in English.  


 


F16. Anecdotal reports by prosecuting attorneys and judges provide a wide range of quality 


assessments of PDP attorneys, from outstanding to poor.   


 


F17. The County has never completed a comprehensive independent review of the PDP that 


could: 







 


20 


2019-2020 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury 


 Impartially evaluate the PDP against national public defense requirements; 


 Compare the program to other models;  


 Recommend improvements to the current model.  


 


 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
 


R1. The Board of Supervisors should request that County Controller audit the PDP prior to 


renewal or implementation of every contract with the PDP. Audits should be completed at 


least four months before contract renewal and findings presented to the Board no later than 


three months before contract renewal, and in any event in time to provide input to contract 


negotiations. 


 


R2. The Board of Supervisors should require the PDP to translate descriptive information about 


the PDP and relevant written materials important for clients and their families to 


understand the judicial process, into multiple languages on the website to address the 


language needs of County residents. This should be completed by January 31, 2021.   


 


R3. The Board of Supervisors should recommend that the Chief Defender review Public 


Defender Offices in other California counties to understand the scope and breadth of 


indigent legal services programs, the resources that are required to establish and measure 


performance and how quality oversight is conducted.  Likewise, the PDP should discuss 


with the DA’s Office its professional development and career advancement programs for 


staff as well as processes, systems and resources. These reviews should be completed by 


January 31, 2021.   


 


R4. The Board of Supervisors should authorize a comprehensive, independent and impartial 


review of the PDP by an organization with legal, management and accounting expertise to 


evaluate the program against national public defense requirements and estimate costs for 


improving the PDP model or implementing an alternative system. This evaluation should 


be completed by March 31, 2021, and made publicly available.   


 


R5. By May 1, 2021 the Board of Supervisors should have the County Manager: 


 Replace the “performance benchmarks” section in the 2021-2023 SMCBA contract 


with national and state defense performance criteria and benchmarks that are 


audited annually by the Controller for PDP compliance;  


 Review the independent review report findings and recommendations to determine 


which should be adopted and on what time schedule; 


 Work with the Chief Defender to identify best practice processes, systems and 


resource needs so the PDP can address the new performance standards;  


 Require the PDP to report legal defense performance analytics in its Annual Report 


to the Board of Supervisors.  


 


If the SMCBA does not agree to these contractual changes, the County should consider 


providing SMCBA with a two-year notice to terminate the contract and begin 


developing an alternate legal defense model. 
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R6. The Board of Supervisors should require the PDP to develop an implementation plan, 


timetable and resource requirements that reflect new processes, systems and performance 


tracking measures to enable the PDP to provide proper oversight and assume accountability 


for the quality of legal services provided to indigent clients. This should be completed by 


May 1, 2021 for review and approval by the County Manager and Board of Supervisors no 


later than June 1, 2021, and in any event prior to the date by which a new contract with 


SMCBA for PDP services must be approved for Fiscal Years 2021-2023.   


 


R7. The Board of Supervisors should begin to address the large funding disparity between the 


defense of indigents and their prosecution, in fiscal year 2021-2022.  


 


 


REQUEST FOR RESPONSES 
 


Pursuant to Penal Code Section 933.05, the Grand Jury requests responses as follows: 


From the following governing bodies: 


San Mateo County Board of Supervisors (R1-R7) 


 


The governing body indicated above should be aware that the comment or response of the 


governing body must be conducted subject to the notice, agenda, and open meeting requirements 


of the Brown Act. 


 


 


METHODOLOGY 
 


The Grand Jury reviewed documents including the 2015 PDP evaluation, PDP annual reports to 


the Board of Supervisors, County memos to the Board of Supervisors and videotaped meetings 


concerning PDP, contracts between the County and the SMCBA, audit reports by the Controller, 


memos, and reports from state and national organizations addressing indigent defense services. 


Interviews were conducted with PDP staff, San Mateo County and other Bay Area county staff, 


current and former district attorneys, and judges.  


 


Documents 


 County of San Mateo Office of the Controller Private Defender Program Review report 


and three follow-up reports 


 County of San Mateo Agreements with the San Mateo County Bar Association  


 


Interviews 


 


Reports issued by the Civil Grand Jury do not identify individuals interviewed. Penal Code Section 929 requires 


that reports of the Grand Jury not contain the name of any person or facts leading to the identity of any person 


who provides information to the Civil Grand Jury.   


 


 The Grand Jury interviewed thirteen individuals, including current and former attorneys 


who have served in the San Mateo County Bar Association’s Private Defender Program, 
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the County of San Mateo District Attorney’s Office, current San Mateo County Judges 


and individuals responsible for private or public defense programs in other Counties.    
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APPENDIX A: COUNTY OF SAN MATEO CONTROLLER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RETAINING THE PRIVATE 


DEFENDER PROGRAM  


County of San Mateo - Controller’s Office 


Private Defender Program 


Status of Twelve Audit Recommendations 


 


 Audit #1 


(report dated 9/1/16) 
Audit #2 


(report dated 5/22/2018) 
Audit #3 


(report dated 6/28/2019 
Audit #4 


(report dated 6/30/2020) 


 Reviewed 7/1/2013 -2/29/2016 Reviewed 7/1/2016 -


6/30/2017 


Reviewed 7/1/2018 – 


12/31/2018 


Reviewed 1/1/2019 – 


12/31/2019 


 RECOMMENDATION STATUS STATUS STATUS 


1 The County should require the Association 


to provide audited financial statements that 


include a Statement of Financial Position, 


Statements of Activities and Changes in Net 


Assets, and Statement of Cash Flow.  The 


financial statements and Management Letter 


should be provided to the County no later 


than December 31 after the fiscal year-end. 


Partially Implemented 


Association’s Independent 


Auditor Disclaimed Opinion 


on Financial Statements. 


Partially Implemented 


The audited financial 


statements were received on 


December 12, 2018.  


However, the Management 


Letter was provided to the 


County after December 31, 


upon request during the 


review.  The Management 


Letter identified material 


weaknesses and significant 


deficiencies in internal 


controls. 


Implemented 


2 The County should require the Association 


to change the PDP’s auditors every five 


years. 


Implemented Implemented Implemented 


3 The County should require the Association 


to implement accounting procedures so that 


audited financial statements and the 


Management Letter can be provided to the 


County by December 31 after each fiscal 


year-end. 


Partially Implemented 


The PDP developed written 


accounting procedures but in 


many areas they are 


inadequate. 


Partially Implemented 


The Association adopted the 


Financial Policies and 


Procedures manual on March 


20, 2019; which occurred 


after the review period. 


 


Implemented 


4 The County should require the Association 


to provide accurate monthly case count 


reports and ensure that complete case type 


details are entered into the defenderData 


system (PDP’s managements system) 


 


 


 


 


Partially Implemented 


The monthly case count 


reports the County received 


did not agree to the case 


count information reported 


from the defenderData 


system. 


Implemented 


 


Implemented 


5 The County should require the Association 


to periodically (e.g. quarterly) provide the 


County with summary and detailed reports 


on case counts and related costs that can be 


easily verified to source documentation 


upon request. 


Partially Implemented 


The summary and detailed 


case count and related costs 


reports from 


defenderData do not agree 


with the periodic reports 


provided the County.  


Therefore, regular case count 


and attorney reports to the 


County are incomplete and 


inaccurate. 


Implemented Implemented 


6 The County should require the Association 


to provide detailed reports of actual 


expenditures incurred for providing indigent 


legal services to ensure the annual contract 


amount is reasonable and supported.  The 


County should modify the contract terms to 


Partially Implemented 


Appendix B in the FY16-17 


PDP contract listed the 


average cost for each case 


type, and the costs were used 


to determine the FY16-17 


Implemented 


The Association provided 


detailed reports of actual 


expenditures.  Advanced 


available cash from the 


Implemented 
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 Audit #1 


(report dated 9/1/16) 
Audit #2 


(report dated 5/22/2018) 
Audit #3 


(report dated 6/28/2019 
Audit #4 


(report dated 6/30/2020) 


 Reviewed 7/1/2013 -2/29/2016 Reviewed 7/1/2016 -


6/30/2017 


Reviewed 7/1/2018 – 


12/31/2018 


Reviewed 1/1/2019 – 


12/31/2019 


 RECOMMENDATION STATUS STATUS STATUS 


make installment payments quarterly instead 


of biannually so that the County can earn 


interest on the cash on hand. 


PDP contract amount.  


However, the actual FY16-17 


average case cost by case 


type is significantly lower.  


This resulted in PDP 


receiving payments from 


County in excess of PDP’s 


actual costs by approximately 


$950,000. 


County at December 31, 2018 


is around $2 million.   


Contract terms were modified 


to make advance quarterly 


installment payments. 


7 The County should require the Association 


to develop and document accounting 


policies and procedures for the PDP.  The 


accounting policies and procedures should 


be designed to ensure that segregation of 


duties, proper reviews and approvals, 


financial analyses, monitoring by 


management, and other internal controls are 


followed.  Management should ensure 


compliance with these policies and 


procedures. 


 


 


Partially Implemented 


Fourteen accounting policies 


and procedures were 


developed.  Eight of these had 


inadequately designed 


internal controls such as, lack 


of clearly defined approval 


authority and improper 


separation of review and 


approval duties. 


Partially Implemented 


The Association adopted the 


Financial Policies and 


Procedures manual on March 


20, 2019, which occurred 


after the review period.  


Internal Audit will evaluate in 


the next follow up if these 


new procedures are being 


followed and are adequate 


Implemented 


8 The County should require the Association 


to thoroughly review vouchers for accuracy 


and compliance with documented policies, 


prior to paying the vouchers.  The review 


and approval procedures performed by PDP 


personnel should be well documented to 


ensure the rules are consistently applied and 


monitored by management to verify that 


they are being followed. 


Partially Implemented 


PDP has documented the 


voucher approval procedures.  


However, internal controls 


are inadequately designed in 


several areas such as lack of 


clearly defined approval 


authority, and improper 


separation of review and 


approval duties.   


Partially Implemented 


The Association adopted the 


Financial Policies and 


Procedures manual on March 


20, 2019; which occurred 


after the review period.  


Internal Audit will evaluate in 


the next follow-up if these 


new procedures are being 


followed and are adequate. 


Implemented 


9 The County should require the Association 


to establish policies to ensure that the 


voucher approval duties are segregated from 


system administration and voucher payment 


duties.  Any deviation from this requirement 


should be subject to higher level 


management review and documentation.   


Not Implemented 


The System Administrator, 


who has complete access 


rights to the system, also 


approves case vouchers.  


Other compensating controls, 


such as additional review and 


approval procedures do not 


exist. 


Partially Implemented 


The Association adopted the 


Financial Policies and 


Procedures manual on March 


20, 2019; which occurred 


after the review period.  


Internal Audit will evaluate in 


the next follow-up if these 


new procedures are being 


followed and are adequate. 


Implemented 


10 The County should ensure that the 


Association properly allocates costs to the 


PDP.  The Association should develop a 


methodology to allocate employees’ salaries 


and benefits expenses between PDP and 


non-PDP activities.  This corrected 


allocation should then be reflected in 


updated case costs and other estimates used 


to determine the annual contract amount. 


Not Implemented 


Although salaries and benefits 


of accounting staff are being 


allocated, PDP’s accounting 


procedures do not identify 


other costs that should be 


allocated, or how they are to 


be allocated. 


Partially Implemented 


The Association adopted the 


Financial Policies and 


Procedures manual on March 


20, 2019; which occurred 


after the review period.  


Internal Audit will evaluate in 


the next follow-up if these 


new procedures are being 


followed and are adequate. 


Implemented 


11 The defenderData system user access and 


rights within the systems should be checked 


periodically to ensure users have not been 


Implemented Implemented Implemented 
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 Audit #1 


(report dated 9/1/16) 
Audit #2 


(report dated 5/22/2018) 
Audit #3 


(report dated 6/28/2019 
Audit #4 


(report dated 6/30/2020) 


 Reviewed 7/1/2013 -2/29/2016 Reviewed 7/1/2016 -


6/30/2017 


Reviewed 7/1/2018 – 


12/31/2018 


Reviewed 1/1/2019 – 


12/31/2019 


 RECOMMENDATION STATUS STATUS STATUS 


provided inappropriate access.  This is 


particularly important due to the confidential 


information maintained in the defenderData 


system. 


12 The County should require the Association 


to request and review SOC reports for the 


defenderData and MS Dynamics systems.  


Any applicable required actions outlined in 


the reports should be implemented. 


Implemented Implemented Implemented 
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APPENDIX B: FINANCIAL TIMELINE OF REPORTS AND CONTRACTS 


 


Month/Year 


Issued 


Author or Sponsor Name of Document, Contract or 


Amendment 


September 2016 County of San Mateo 


Controller  


Private Defender Program Financial 


Review Report (Audit #1) 


September 2016 County of San Mateo County 


Manager 


Review of Private Defender Program 


(PDP) 


   


June 2017 County of San Mateo Board 


of Supervisors  


Authorized Agreement with San Mateo 


County Bar Association (SMCBA) 


July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2019 


December 2017 County Manager Contract Amendment with SMCBA 


January 1 – 31, 2018 


   


February 2018 Board of Supervisors Authorized Agreement with SMCBA 


February 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 


May 2018 County Controller PDP Follow-up Audit Report (Audit #2) 


June 2018 Board of Supervisors Authorized Agreement with SMCBA  


July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 


   


June 2019 County Controller Private Defender Program Follow-up Audit 


Report (Audit #3) 


June 2019 Board of Supervisors Authorized Agreement with SMCBA  


July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2021 


   


July 2020 County Controller Private Defender Program Follow-up Audit 


Report (Audit #4) 
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APPENDIX C: 


EXCERPT FROM NLADA BASIC DATA EVERY DEFENDER NEEDS TO TRACK 
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Introduction 


In today’s environment of big data and performance-based budgeting, it is an incontrovertible 


reality that data drives decision-making. Within the criminal justice context, indigent defense 


providers have been relatively late to the practice of employing data to inform and improve 


performance. Since the 1990s, law enforcement agencies, for example, have been employing 


Compstat practices to better identify patterns of criminal activity, allowing them to concentrate 


resources in hotspot areas for greatest impact.102 Similarly, policy makers are increasingly 


relying on empirical evidence about what does and does not work in driving down recidivism, 


and are funding programs in accordance with those findings.  


Today, data-informed decision-making is a fundamental component of smart defender 


management. Failing to use data will handicap efforts to do the most you can for your clients.  


The goal of this paper is to answer basic questions of why defender leaders should collect data 


and what type of information they should collect. It also offers suggestions for how to collect and 


utilize that information. The intended audience includes managers of all types of indigent 


defense programs, including public defender offices, assigned counsel programs, and contract 


counsel programs. The paper recognizes the wide variety in size, resources and administrative 


capacity among defender organizations across the country.  Depending on an organization’s 


capacity, the answers to what data and how to collect them will vary somewhat.  But all 


organizations, regardless of size, should prioritize core data collection.  


This paper was prepared as part of the Justice Standards, Evaluation and Research Initiative 


(JSERI). JSERI is an effort by the National Legal Aid & Defender Association (NLADA), in 


conjunction with the North Carolina Office of Indigent Defense Services, to build the capacity of 


public defense agencies across the country to conduct in-house research and data analysis to 


improve their programs. JSERI’s work includes development of defender tools and resources, 


provision of training and technical assistance, and developing and testing methodologies in pilot 


sites. 


 


Why Track Data? 


Data Collection and Use Will Make You a Better Manager and a More Effective Advocate 


Data make a defender manager’s job easier by adding certainty and reducing guesswork. Data-


informed decision-making is based on empirical information, not hunches. Regularized data 


collection and analysis is a practice that will help defender managers carry out their core 


managerial functions more effectively, assess progress in meeting organizational goals and 


objectives and, in turn, help improve their program’s effectiveness. The collection and use of 


data can help defenders be more responsive to staffing issues, advocate more persuasively for 


budgets and resources, and produce better outcomes for clients.  Performance indicators provide 


feedback on how well you are achieving your organizational goals. The data, or performance 


indicators, you track should be quantifiable measurements that reflect the critical success factors 


of your organization.  


                                                 
102 CompStat, or Comstat (short for computer statistics, or comparative statistics), is a strategic management 


philosophy used by police to approach crime reduction. First used in New York City and replicated in jurisdictions 


throughout the country, CompStat is not a software package but rather a methodology for collecting, analyzing, and 


mapping crime data and other essential police performance measures on a regular basis. 
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At their core, defenders are advocates. Data can support advocacy efforts on multiple fronts, 


including individual client advocacy, advocacy for your program and advocacy for criminal 


justice policy that is fair, just and cost-effective.   


Client Advocacy 


Objective information about case activities and outcomes enhances defender managers’ abilities 


to supervise staff and evaluate performance in order to improve client representation. Examples 


include case activity information, such as the nature and frequency of client contact, investigator 


and social worker usage, or motion practice considered in conjunction with case outcomes. 


Program Advocacy 


There are many applications of data for program advocacy, chief among them budget and 


resource justifications. Whether making a convincing case that you serve your clients well or that 


you are overloaded and need more resources, you can substantiate your argument with data. 


Coupled with performance standards for your own program, or nationally accepted standards and 


principles, data on workload levels for your office are objective information that funders are 


better able to understand than anecdotes alone. And any effort to secure supplemental funding, 


such as from a foundation, will require substantiation of need. Beyond resource advocacy, data 


are also essential to evaluate effectiveness of any internal changes to practice, such as a pilot 


project. 


Policy Advocacy  


Many public defenders’ practice in climates that are far from just or effective, and their voices 


are essential to the call for smarter policies. Data, coupled with first-hand observations, are 


necessary when advocating for changes to criminal justice system practice or policy. 


 


What is Data Tracking? 
Data tracking is documentation: documentation of what you do for clients, and how you do it. 


Data tracking and analysis allow you to quantitatively measure things rather than rely on 


intuition to know how things are going.  


What documentation should defenders collect? Defender programs should collect multiple points 


of information about their cases and clients. When considered with other bits of information, 


through comparison or statistical analysis techniques, these data points, or indicators, help paint 


a picture or tell a story.103    


Consider the following data points about a defender program:  


1. Case type, caseload, case outcome; 


       Or these: 


2. Client age, client gender, client race  


       And how about this one:  


3. Number of attorneys.  


                                                 
103 When reading about research practices or study results, you often see the terms “indicator,” “metric,” and 


“measure” used interchangeably. To avoid any potential confusion in this toolkit, we will be referring to the data 


you need to collect (e.g., charge type, number of client phone conversations) as “data points” or “indicators.” If you 


come across the term “Key Performance Indicators” or “KPIs” in other toolkits or research reports, keep in mind 


that KPIs are simply referring to a list of the most important indicators that can be used to track performance. They 


are usually presented in the form of averages or percentages. 
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Any one of these data points on its own fails to tell much of a story about a defender program 


yet, if collected over time and viewed comparatively, can tell quite a dramatic story. Consider a 


fictional example of the Acme Defender Program: 


In 2012, three attorneys at the Acme Defender Program were assigned 590 


juvenile delinquency cases, a workload considered acceptable according to the 


program’s caseload standards. Late in the fiscal year, new legislation was 


enacted requiring defenders to represent all juveniles, whether indigent or not, 


at first appearance. No new resources were provided to the Acme Defenders.  


At a hearing for the law, the Chief Defender testified that the change would 


put an unmanageable burden on her office but, as one legislator said, “This 


body is not going to be cajoled into appropriating funds over opportunistic 


and unsubstantiated whining.”  


In 2013, the three juvenile defenders were assigned 740 cases. The average 


amount of time to dispose cases within the unit has increased to 12 weeks 


compared to nine weeks. One of the three defenders, who has 10 years of 


experience and carries a disproportionate number of cases compared to the 


other two, less experienced attorneys, is threatening to leave unless her 


workload moderates. 


The next step, of course, would be for Acme’s Chief Defender to return to the legislature and 


advocate again for additional resources. This time though, armed with empirical information 


about consequences to clients, to the overall justice system’s efficiency and to program staffing 


stability, she could not be characterized as being opportunistic or whining. How are these 


Indicators Tracked?   


 


Data points are tracked by counting, consistently and over time, the same information about 


every case you touch. To count, and make sense of those counts, you need an electronic case-


tracking platform. 


Today, there are commercial case management systems available for every budget, and it is not 


the purpose of this paper to recommend one system or another.104 Invest in the best system you 


can afford, but keep in mind that the system is only as good as the data you actually enter and 


use.  Avoid selecting a system that requires staff or technical support you do not have. 


What to Measure?   


A Suggested, Uniform Approach 
To guide the JSERI work, the NLADA established a national Research and Data Analysis 


Advisory   


Committee (RDA Committee) consisting of defenders, researchers, policy experts and others 


who support the creation of a strong foundation for indigent defense research.4 One goal of 


JSERI is to provide tools that increase capacity of defender agencies across the country to assess 


and make improvements to their programs. As part of that work, RDA Committee members set 


out to develop a list of key indicators, or data points, that every defender program should track. 


                                                 
104 For information on what type of CMS to select, see the section, “Ways to Track, Your Case Management 


System,” p. 6, in Using Data to Sustain and Improve Public Defense Programs, by Marea Beeman, prepared for the 


American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants (August 2012). 4  See 


Appendix A for a list of RDA Committee members. 
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The list that follows (Figure 1) was the result of much discussion. The list is supplemented with 


collection rationale for each category.  


The RDA Committee considers the items on the list to be essential, fundamental data points that 


every defender agency should track. Data on a common set of indicators will give defender 


agencies a reliable set of data from which they can review and assess performance over time. 


Another rationale for uniform data collection is the creation of a powerful source of material 


from which to compare performance among divisions, across offices, and from state to state. The 


list is not intended to be exhaustive; there are always additional data points that can be 


considered depending on your program’s needs. 
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DATA POINTS EVERY DEFENDER AGENCY SHOULD TRACK 


NLADA Research and Data Analysis Advisory Committee 


 


Variable Category Rationale 


Cases Handled by the Office a. Number of charges 


i. Opened              


ii. Closed 


b. Charge Type 


i. Felony              


ii Misdemeanor 


iii. Juvenile 


iv. Dependency 


v. Other 


Creates separate counts of cases 


handled according to type 


Defendant Characteristics a. Sex 


b. Race 


c. Age 


Creates separate counts of clients 


according to distinguishing 


characteristics 


The Process of Case   


Management/Case Events 


a. Was client detained or released 


b. Bail  


        i.  Bail amount 


        ii. Type of bail 


c.     Motions filed 


        i.   Number of motions filed 


        ii.  What stage in the process filed.                


        iii. Was there a hearing for the motion 


        1. Motion argument upheld/denied  


d.    Client Contact 


         i.   In person (# visits, time spent)                                                  


              1.   While detained 


              2.   Office visits.                                                                                                       


                          a.   Court 


          ii. Phone conversations (number of  


times) 


              1.  While detained 


         2.  When released 


           iii. Email conversations (number of  


times 


         1. While detained 


         2. When released 


Identifies the nature and quantity of 


case-related activities undertaken 
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Variable Category Rationale 


The Process of Case   


Management/Case Events 


e. The use of investigators 


       i.   Requests made 


          a. Granted 


          b. Denied 


       ii.  Time spent on investigation 


       iii. # of witnesses 


contacted/interviewed                                                                                                             


.           1. # of times canvassed for 


witnesses                               


        iv.   Photographs taken 


        v.    Did the investigator testify 


f.  The use of social workers 


         i. Request Made                        


            1.   Granted 


            2.   Denied 


         ii.  Time Spent on Social Work                   


.        iii. Did the social worker testify  


g.    The use of other experts 


 


Case Disposition and  


Sentence 


a. Plea 


b. Dismissal 


i. Type of dismissal 


c. Probation 


i.  Length of probation 


d. Sentence length 


i. Local sanctions or prison 


ii. Was client detained during 


conviction                


             1.  Length of time prior to 


conviction                                


e.     Restitution 


Identifies client outcomes 


Who Handled Case a. Attorney 


b. Years of experience 


Identifies attorney experience 


level 


 


 


 


 


Issued:  September 1, 2020  


 


 


 







County of San Mateo


Inter-Departmental Correspondence


Department: COUNTY MANAGER
File #: 20-891 Board Meeting Date: 11/17/2020


Special Notice / Hearing: None__
      Vote Required: Majority


To: Honorable Board of Supervisors


From: Michael P. Callagy, County Manager


Subject: Board of Supervisors’ Response to the 2019-2020 Civil Grand Jury Report “Balancing
the Scales of Justice Between the Prosecution and Defense in San Mateo County”


RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the Board of Supervisors’ response to the 2019-2020 Civil Grand Jury Report, “Balancing
the Scales of Justice Between the Prosecution and Defense in San Mateo County.”


BACKGROUND:
On September 1, 2020, the 2019-2020 San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury issued a report titled
“Balancing the Scales of Justice Between Prosecution and Defense in San Mateo County.” The
Board of Supervisors is required to submit comments on the findings and recommendations
pertaining to the matters over which it has some decision-making authority within 90 days. The
Board’s response to the report is due to the Honorable Danny Y. Chou no later than November 30,
2020.


DISCUSSION:
The Grand Jury made 17 findings and 7 recommendations in its report. The Board responses follow
each finding and the 7 recommendations that the Grand Jury requested that the Board respond to
within 90 days.


Findings


F1:Following a Grand Jury Report in July 2015 and an evaluation of the PDP in December 2015,
the San Mateo County Controller completed three audits of the PDP between 2016 and
2019 and found significant financial irregularities that were not resolved prior to the
execution of the 2017-19 contract and the current 2019-21 contract.


The County partially disagrees with this Finding.  The County agrees that, following a Grand Jury
Report in July 2015 and an evaluation of the PDP in December 2015, the Controller completed three
audits of the PDP between 2016 and 2019 and found significant financial irregularities that were not
resolved prior to the execution of the 2017-2019 contract.  However, the County disagrees that the
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financial irregularities were not resolved prior to execution of the current 2019-21 contract. The
Controller determined that the financial irregularities had been resolved in or about April 2019, prior to
execution of the current 2019-21 contract, but the formal report confirming resolution of the financial
irregularities was not completed until after execution due to delays in the ability to test the PDP’s
policies and procedures.


F2:Immediately following issuance of the Controller’s initial audit in 2016, the SMCBA Board:


· Addressed conflicts of interest of members of the SMCBA Board;


· Separated the SMCBA Executive Director and Chief Defender positions;


· Replaced the SMCBA independent auditors and accounting staff.


In March 2019 the SMCBA adopted Financial Policies and Procedures.


The County agrees with this Finding.


F3:Following issuance of the Controller’s initial audit in 2016, the San Mateo Board of Supervisors
approved the County Manager’s recommendation that all of the Controller’s
recommendations be implemented prior to consideration of a new contract with the
SMCBA in 2017.


The County agrees with this Finding.


F4:A third audit by the Controller completed in June 2019 found that the SMCBA/PDP had not
completed six of 12 financial recommendations and six of 12 contractual requirements.
The SMCBA accounting policies and procedures were not approved until March 2019 and
not implemented until FY 2020 after the Controller’s audit period. Consequently, auditors
could not test whether the policies and procedures were sufficient to address deficiencies.


The County partially disagrees with this Finding.  The County agrees that a third audit by the
Controller completed in June 2019 found that the SMCBA/PDP had not completed six of 12 financial
recommendations and six of 12 contractual requirements.  The County further agrees that the
SMCBA accounting policies and procedures were not approved by the SMCBA Board until March
2019.  However, as explained above in response to F1, the County received confirmation from the
Controller in or about April 2019 that the audit was complete and all financial irregularities had been
resolved.  Moreover, the SMCBA had implemented the accounting policies and procedures before FY
2020 and the Controller began testing those policies and procedures in December 2019.


F5: The current contract with the SMCBA was approved even though the Controller audits
could not confirm that more than half of the initial recommendations (from 2016) had been
addressed.


The County disagrees with this Finding.  As explained above in response to F1 and F4, the County
received confirmation from the County Controller in or about April 2019 that the audit was complete
and all financial irregularities had been resolved.


F6:A fourth audit was completed by the Controller in July 2020 and found that all six
outstanding financial recommendations and six contractual requirements were
implemented. The PDP’s independent accountants provided a “clean opinion” on the financial


statements for the fiscal year ending 6/30/2019 and there were no significant items in that
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year’s Management Letter.


The County agrees with this Finding.


F7:The PDP did not approve written accounting procedures including voucher review
procedures until March 2019 and confirmation of their implementation by the Controller did not


occur until June 2020. The County continued to pay PDP invoices for nearly four years,
without confirmation that the underlying financial data was correct.


The County disagrees with this Finding.  As explained above in response to F1, F4, and F5, the
County received confirmation from the County Controller in or about April 2019 that the audit was
complete and all financial irregularities had been resolved.  Moreover, the County required that, until
the County Controller completed its audit and signed off on all financial reporting obligations, only
unspent funds remaining from advance payments made under the 2015-17 contract could be used to
pay for PDP services provided after September 30, 2017.


F8:PDP staff have limited oversight and supervision of, and accountability for, PDP attorneys
regarding education and training and the quality of their legal representation. This is due, in
part, to PDP’s understanding of their independent contractor relationship with the Panel
attorneys.


The County lacks sufficient information to agree or disagree with this Finding.  However, the
County will be retaining an independent investigator to conduct an evaluation of the PDP, and the
issues raised in the Finding will be addressed by the independent investigator.


F9:There is little parity between the PDP and the San Mateo District Attorney’s Office
regarding processes and systems that would enable the PDP to analyze, monitor, and report


on the quality of legal representation provided by PDP attorneys.


The County lacks sufficient information to agree or disagree with this Finding.  However, the
County will be retaining an independent investigator to conduct an evaluation of the PDP, and the
issues raised in the Finding will be addressed by the independent investigator.


F10: The District Attorney’s Office is funded at 2.2 times the PDP’s budget in FY 2019-20.
Further, the PDP budget has been virtually flat since 2015 and may actually be declining in
real dollars.


The County partially agrees with this Finding, as the total budget for the DA’s Office is double the
value of the PDP’s contract. The DA’s Office, however, receives a large portion ($10.2 million) of its
overall funding from the State pursuant to Proposition 172. The County’s net general fund
contribution to the PDP ($19.4 million) is nearly equal to that of the DA’s Office ($21.6 million).
Additionally, the programs have different cost structures. For example, while the PDP attorneys are
independent contractors, the DA’s Office spends over 75% of its budget on salaries and benefits. Part
of the reason the County’s net contribution to the PDP remained relatively flat was because, by the
end of fiscal year 2016-17, the PDP had amassed nearly $19 million in reserves and was directed to
draw down on those funds prior to receiving payment during the following year. Under the PDP’s new
contract, it is paid for services rendered, as opposed to receiving a set dollar amount.


F11: The SMCBA Board oversees the PDP through a Private Defender Board Committee to
advise the Chief Defender. That committee is staffed by PDP attorneys and a
representative from the Board.
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The County agrees with this Finding.


F12: “Performance benchmarks” delineated in county contracts require the PDP to present
data without analysis or comparison to state or national defender program benchmarks.


The County agrees with this Finding.


F13: The County requires the PDP to report caseloads by type of case and average
caseload per attorney, without reference or analysis to national caseload standards which
factor in case complexity, resources, attorney activities and client outcomes.


The County agrees with this Finding. The Agreement with the County requires the PDP to report, on
a quarterly basis, the case count by type and sub-type with case number details and the names of all
attorneys who represented PDP clients during that quarter. The PDP is also required to include the
caseloads of each PDP attorney by types of cases, as well as the average caseloads for the Private
Defender Program as a whole, in the Program’s annual report to the County.


F14: An evaluation of the PDP was completed in 2015 by a retired County Judge and former
County Counsel. Though the contract requires an evaluation every five years, none had
been scheduled for 2020 at the time of Grand Jury interviews.


The County agrees with this Finding. The County intended to put out a request for proposals for an
evaluation in the spring of 2020, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, that effort has been delayed.


F15: PDP client surveys are sent to a very limited number of clients and only in English.


The County partially disagrees with this Finding. The County is aware that the survey exists in
English and Spanish but lacks information about how many surveys are sent to clients.


F16: Anecdotal reports by prosecuting attorneys and judges provide a wide range of quality
assessments of PDP attorneys, from outstanding to poor.


The County lacks sufficient information to agree or disagree with this Finding. However, the
County will be retaining an independent investigator to conduct an evaluation of the PDP.


F17: The County has never completed a comprehensive independent review of the PDP that
could:


· Impartially evaluate the PDP against national public defense requirements;


· Compare the program to other models;


· Recommend improvements to the current model.


The County partially disagrees with this Finding. In 2016, Retired Judge Zerne P. Haning and
Retired County Counsel Thomas Casey conducted a review of the PDP and published a report. That
report stated that the American Bar Association and the State Bar of California had formulated
recommendations for the operation of public and private defender programs and that the PDP
appeared to comply with those recommendations. The report found that a contractual arrangement
with a private law firm would not be a feasible way to provide indigent defense. The report also found
no evidence that a Public Defender would necessarily provide better or more cost-effective
representation for indigent criminal defendants in the County. Judge Haning and County Counsel
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Casey made a number of specific recommendations for improvements of the PDP, including financial
review, calendar staffing, and maintaining a panel open to all qualified members of the SMCBA. Four
years have passed since this report was published and the County plans to retain an independent
investigator to conduct a new evaluation of the PDP.


RECOMMENDATIONS


R1: The Board of Supervisors should request that County Controller audit the PDP prior to
renewal or implementation of every contract with the PDP. Audits should be completed at
least four months before contract renewal and findings presented to the Board no later
than three months before contract renewal, and in any event in time to provide input to
contract negotiations.


The County generally agrees with this Recommendation and will undertake best efforts to meet the
recommended deadlines, subject to the County Controller having sufficient audit resources available.


R2. The Board of Supervisors should require the PDP to translate descriptive information
about the PDP and relevant written materials important for clients and their families to
understand the judicial process, into multiple languages on the website to address the
language needs of County residents. This should be completed by January 31, 2021.


The County agrees with this Recommendation, and will work with the PDP to provide the materials in
threshold languages, which are languages spoken by 5% or more of the County’s population. Those
threshold languages are currently English, Spanish, Chinese, and Tagalog.


R3. The Board of Supervisors should recommend that the Chief Defender review Public
Defender Offices in other California counties to understand the scope and breadth of
indigent legal services programs, the resources that are required to establish and measure


performance and how quality oversight is conducted. Likewise, the PDP should discuss
with the DA’s Office its professional development and career advancement programs for
staff as well as processes, systems and resources. These reviews should be completed by
January 31, 2021.


The County agrees with this Recommendation.


R4. The Board of Supervisors should authorize a comprehensive, independent and
impartial review of the PDP by an organization with legal, management and accounting
expertise to evaluate the program against national public defense requirements and
estimate costs for improving the PDP model or implementing an alternative system. This
evaluation should be completed by March 31, 2021, and made publicly available.


The County generally agrees with this Recommendation. The County will seek an evaluation of the
Program in relation to all best practices for indigent defense and will evaluate the cost of trying to
implement any best practices not currently in place. Given the County’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic, the County will issue a request for proposals for an independent evaluator, select a
contractor, and seek to have the evaluation completed on or before September 30, 2021.


R5. By May 1, 2021 the Board of Supervisors should have the County Manager:
· Replace the “performance benchmarks” section in the 2021-2023 SMCBA contract with


national and state defense performance criteria and benchmarks that are audited
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annually by the Controller for PDP compliance;
· Review the independent review report findings and recommendations to determine


which should be adopted and on what time schedule;
· Work with the Chief Defender to identify best practice processes, systems and resource


needs so the PDP can address the new performance standards;
· Require the PDP to report legal defense performance analytics in its Annual Report to


the Board of Supervisors.


If the SMCBA does not agree to these contractual changes, the County should consider
providing SMCBA with a two-year notice to terminate the contract and begin developing an
alternate legal defense model.


The County generally agrees with this Recommendation. However, the proposed May 1, 2021
deadline is too early, given that the County would seek to have an independent evaluation of the PDP
completed on or before September 30, 2021. With respect to the performance benchmarks to be
incorporated into the 2021-2023 SMCBA contract, the County will wait to see what the independent
evaluator recommends with respect to performance criteria and metrics. The County agrees that the
Board of Supervisors should have the County Manager review the independent evaluator’s findings
and recommendations to determine which should be adopted and on what time schedule. The
County agrees that the County Manager should work with the Chief Defender to review the
independent evaluator’s report and identify best practice processes, systems, and resource needs so
the PDP can address any new performance standards for the program that the evaluator
recommends. The County agrees that the PDP should be required to report performance analytics in
its annual report to the Board of Supervisors. The County will work with the evaluator to determine
which metrics should be included in a report to the Board. The County will consider implementing an
alternate legal defense model if that is what the independent evaluator recommends.


R6. The Board of Supervisors should require the PDP to develop an implementation plan,
timetable and resource requirements that reflect new processes, systems and performance
tracking measures to enable the PDP to provide proper oversight and assume
accountability for the quality of legal services provided to indigent clients. This should be
completed by May 1, 2021 for review and approval by the County Manager and Board of
Supervisors no later than June 1, 2021, and in any event prior to the date by which a new
contract with SMCBA for PDP services must be approved for Fiscal Years 2021-2023.


The County generally agrees with this Recommendation. However, the proposed May 1, 2021
deadline is too early, given that the County would seek to have an independent evaluation of the PDP
completed on or before September 30, 2021. After reviewing the evaluation, the County will work with
the PDP to implement appropriate recommended processes and performance measures to ensure
quality legal representation for indigent criminal defendants. The new PDP contract will include the
requirement that these new processes and performance measures be implemented.


R7. The Board of Supervisors should begin to address the large funding disparity between
the defense of indigents and their prosecution, in fiscal year 2021-2022.


The County generally agrees with this Recommendation. The total budgets for the DA’s Office and
the PDP are unequal. The issue, however, is not necessarily funding parity, but whether the PDP has
sufficient funds to meet its mandate of providing high quality representation for the County’s indigent
defendants. The County will review the findings of the independent evaluator with respect to the
PDP’s staffing and access to investigators, expert witnesses, research materials, consultants, and
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any other resources they need to competently and zealously represent their clients.


FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact associated with accepting this report.
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew
Cc: Jonsen, Robert; winter dellenbach; Joe Simitian; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; Jay Boyarsky; Cecilia; Betsy Nash;

city.council@menlopark.org; Planning Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; chuck jagoda;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Miguel; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Lewis. james; Anna
Griffin

Subject: Police Dogs Can Be Trained to Be Anti-Black: a documentary
Date: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 5:34:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
Date: June 23, 2021 at 3:19:18 PM PDT
To: Richard Konda <rkonda@asianlawalliance.org>
Subject: Fwd: Police Dogs Can Be Trained to Be Anti-Black: a documentary

﻿
﻿
﻿

Hi Andrew et al: 
Here is the 15 minute documentary re  Police Dogs Can Be Trained to Be Anti-
Black: a documentary excerpted and inspired from the 12 part police canine
Mauling series which is linked to in the intro to the short film. 

Best, Aram

p.s. The mauling series recently received the Pulitzer Prize. 

﻿https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/06/23/a-dog-can-be-
trained-to-be-anti-black?
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-
statement&utm_term=newsletter-20210623-2501 
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mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
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mailto:griffinam@sbcglobal.net
mailto:griffinam@sbcglobal.net
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https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/06/23/a-dog-can-be-trained-to-be-anti-black?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_source=opening-statement&utm_term=newsletter-20210623-2501


From: Aram James
To: Greer Stone; Pat Burt; Tanaka, Greg; Kou, Lydia; Cormack, Alison; Cormack, Alison; Filseth, Eric (Internal); DuBois, Tom; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Raj; Planning Commission; Richard Konda; Joe Simitian; Sean James; Lewis. james; city.council@menlopark.org; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Jeff Moore; ParkRec Commission; Cecilia Taylor; Jay Boyarsky; Binder, Andrew; Jeff Rosen; GRP-City Council; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Tony Dixon
Subject: Police Funding ( Daily Post, June 20, 2021) by Aram James
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:55:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Planning Commission; city.council@menlopark.org; ParkRec Commission; Raj; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe

Simitian; Binder, Andrew; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Rosen; Molly; Cecilia Taylor; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; chuck jagoda; Molly;
GRP-City Council; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Moore; Donna Wallach

Subject: PSN] VFHL Online Film Salon: "Gaza Fights for Freedom" -
Date: Monday, July 5, 2021 11:15:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.

FYI: if you wish sign up for this important event.
Aram 

P.S. Donna, thanks for sending this invitation my way. 

--------------

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Tom Johnson, Voices from the Holy Land Steering Committee <tojo@att.net>
To: "kobrenj@yahoo.com" <kobrenj@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 5, 2021, 08:34:46 AM PDT
Subject: VFHL Online Film Salon: "Gaza Fights for Freedom" - correction

VFHL Online Film Salon.jpg

Invitation to our VFHL Online Film Salon
"Gaza Fights for Freedom" (corrected)

Voices from the Holy Land, in conjunction with the American Friends
Service Committee, invites you to our fifteenth monthly Online Film
Salon to be held on Sunday, July 11th at 3 pm EDT/12 noon
PDT. Participants will discuss the award winning documentary “Gaza
Fights for Freedom”. Please watch the film at your convenience and
then join us for the online Q&A discussion.
 
Filmed during the height of the Great March of Return, this
documentary features riveting, exclusive footage of the protests. A
collaboration of Gaza journalists worked remotely with the American
director to produce the film, as Israel had blocked her entry into
Gaza. The documentary tells the story of Gaza past and present,
showing rare archival footage that explains the history never
acknowledged by mass media. Heard on the film are the victims of
the ongoing conflict, including journalists, medics and the family of
internationally-acclaimed paramedic, Razan al-Najjar. At its core,
Gaza Fights For Freedom is a thorough indictment of the Israeli
military for war crimes, and a stunning cinematic portrayal of
Palestinian resistance. 

Film director, journalist Abby Martin, and Issam Adwan, Gaza Project
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Manager of We Are Not Numbers, will participate in a Q&A panel
discussion. Jehad Abusalim, Education and Policy Associate for the
American Friends Service Committee, will moderate the Q&A
discussion.
 

 You must register to participate. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: How this works:
 
1 - Register for the Voices from the Holy Land Online Film Salon:
http://tinyurl.com/VFHLjuly2021

(If clicking on link does not work, please copy and paste link into
browser URL search bar)

2 – Once you register, you will get a confirmation email with

a link to watch the film, AND
a personal link to use to join the webinar discussion on Zoom.
Be sure to save that confirmation email to make it easy to join
us on July 11!

3 - Watch the film at your convenience before the event. 

4 - Then join us with your thoughts and questions for our speakers
at the Q&A discussion on July 11th at 3 pm Eastern/noon Pacific
Daylight Savings Time
 

About the speakers
 

Abby Martin is an American journalist, TV presenter, podcaster, and
activist. She helped found the citizen journalism website and podcast
Media Roots and serves on the board of directors for the Media
Freedom Foundation which manages Project Censored. Martin
appeared in the documentary film Project Censored The Movie:
Ending the Reign of Junk Food News (2013), and co-directed 99%:
The Occupy Wall Street Collaborative Film (2013). She hosted
Breaking the Set on RT America from 2012 to 2015, and then
launched The Empire Files in that same year as an investigative
documentary and interview series on Telesur, later released as a
web series. In 2019, she released the film documentary, The Empire
Files: Gaza Fights for Freedom.

Issam Adwan, the Gaza project manager for We Are Not Numbers, is
a trained translator/interpreter, journalist and English teacher. In
2019, he was chosen by The Carter Center to be the first Palestinian
independent observer for the Tunisian elections. Issam earned his
Bachelor's degree in English language and teaching methods from
Al-Aqsa University the Gaza and is currently working on his thesis for
a master’s degree in translation/interpretation at the Islamic
University of Gaza. His passions are improving the learning
experience for diverse student populations, youth empowerment,
social justice and gender equality.

Jehad Abusalim is the Education and Policy Associate at the Palestine
Activism Program of AFSC in Chicago. Jehad is a PhD candidate at
the History and Hebrew and Judaic Studies joint program at New
York University where his research examines Arab intellectual
writings on Zionism from the first half of the twentieth century.
Jehad also studies the social and political history of the Gaza Strip,
focusing on the impact of the Nakba on life in Palestine’s Gaza
district and 1950s political life in the Gaza Strip. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in business administration, and Hebrew language
and teaching methods from Al-Azhar University in Gaza.

To learn more about the film, watch the trailer here:

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OvFqUPoPcf_0Mf_vo3mH_2XYu_O2_vai7Wg6w3K7ed5QQM_uVNhLXU-CKXqS9S3fQSe20UvCO4QZ9erkIQh2ihwOJyXM-02MVvhb4uOqEe0t8wK_XyS3MEHKN1RLWJWLA23VXh6eYgPio-SM31knFkWWzWh59HVJ&c=Ap5zatfvDggCdvlbiTgoESWv4mhjNJQ32990NcztCk_NvX5QIbL2xA==&ch=6SN0N5i1WAAeSLIDarekIo1n0QEFOD2YXvctKZvTi_t4M4gVCxH5yw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OvFqUPoPcf_0Mf_vo3mH_2XYu_O2_vai7Wg6w3K7ed5QQM_uVNhLXU-CKXqS9S3fQSe20UvCO4QZ9erkIQh2ihwOJyXM-02MVvhb4uOqEe0t8wK_XyS3MEHKN1RLWJWLA23VXh6eYgPio-SM31knFkWWzWh59HVJ&c=Ap5zatfvDggCdvlbiTgoESWv4mhjNJQ32990NcztCk_NvX5QIbL2xA==&ch=6SN0N5i1WAAeSLIDarekIo1n0QEFOD2YXvctKZvTi_t4M4gVCxH5yw==


https://tinyurl.com/FreedomTrailer

For questions & comments please contact us at
vfhlonlinefilmsalon@gmail.com
Visit our website at www.voicesfromtheholyland.org
Join us at Facebook.com/voicesholyland

Voices from the Holy Land | 3318 Fessenden St NW, Washington, DC 20008

Unsubscribe kobrenj@yahoo.com

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by tojo@att.net in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Palestine Solidarity Network" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
palestine_solidarity_network+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/palestine_solidarity_network/1382896825.464432.1625527632378%40mail.yahoo.com.

-- 
2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was used to create Israel" by Alison
Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/

"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Other important websites to visit
http://www.ifamericansknew.org
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/

End the Blockade/Siege on Gaza!
Tear down the Apartheid Walls in West Bank & Gaza!
End the War Criminal Israeli collective punishment on the Palestinian people!
End the illegal Apartheid Israeli Occupation of all of Palestine!
Right to Return to their homes and land in Palestine for all Palestinians!
End all U.S. aid to Israel
Free Palestine! Long Live Palestine!

Support Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) & 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) Campaigns!
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.WhoProfits.org
http://www.pacbi.org

Support Solidarity with Gaza Fishers
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/ 
https://freedomflotilla.org/
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https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers

Support ISM volunteers in West Bank and Gaza Strip!
http://www.palsolidarity.org

Donna Wallach
cats4jazz@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(h) 408-289-1522
(cell) 408-569-6608
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Joe Simitian; Raj; Jeff Moore; city.council@menlopark.org; Council, City;

paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Cindy Chavez; Jonsen,
Robert; Tony Dixon; ParkRec Commission; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Rosen; Cecilia Taylor; Shikada, Ed;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg; DuBois, Tom; chuck
jagoda

Subject: Racially Charged: America"s Misdemeanor Problem • Full Documentary • BRAVE NEW FILMS (BNF)
Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 10:53:56 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Check out this video on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/Bm2PxE0HMr4

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Supervisor.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:raj@siliconvalleydebug.org
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:paloaltofreepress@gmail.com
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Wadixon@menlopark.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:cmrstaylor@gmail.com
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/Bm2PxE0HMr4


From: Aram James
To: DuBois, Tom; Joe Simitian; Planning Commission; Council, City; Human Relations Commission;

roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; Rebecca Eisenberg; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen,
Robert; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Raj; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg; alisa mallari tu;
city.council@menlopark.org; Tony Dixon; GRP-City Council; ParkRec Commission; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com;
Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Rosen; Cecilia Taylor; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian

Subject: Sacramento Mulls a New Homeless Strategy: Legally Mandating Housing
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 12:29:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FYI: From Friday’s NYT’s 

﻿
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/30/us/sacramento-homelessness-right-to-
housing.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Planning Commission; Jeff

Rosen; Council, City; Jeff Moore; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission; city.council@menlopark.org;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Cecilia; Raj; DuBois, Tom; Greer Stone;
Tanaka, Greg; ParkRec Commission

Subject: San Jose Police Try To Rein In Violent Encounters | The Marshall Project
Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021 3:10:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/06/23/violent-encounters-with-police-send-thousands-of-people-to-the-er-
every-year

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Anna Griffin; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Rebecca Eisenberg; Joe

Simitian; Jonsen, Robert; Perron, Zachary; Jeff Moore; Molly; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Stump, Molly;
Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Jonsen, Robert; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Human Relations Commission; Raj;
Charisse Domingo; chuck jagoda

Subject: Santa Clara County public defender launches bid to replace three-term DA ( Time to put DA Rosen out of office)
!!!!

Date: Sunday, July 11, 2021 8:43:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Time to vote District Attorney Jeff Rosen  Out Of Office!
>
> ﻿
> https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/07/11/santa-clara-county-public-defender-launches-bid-to-replace-three-
term-da
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist; Binder, Andrew; Planning Commission; Jeff Moore; Council, City;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Jeff Rosen; city.council@menlopark.org; Tony Dixon; Human Relations
Commission; Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Stump, Molly;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Tanaka, Greg; Raj; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org;
ParkRec Commission; Cecilia Taylor; Jay Boyarsky

Subject: Sf Crisis intervention teams -why not reallocated police funds in Palo Alto for several crisis intervention teams
Date: Friday, June 25, 2021 9:41:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/heres-how-sfs-crisis-team-responds-to-mental-health-calls

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Jeff Rosen; Molly; Human Relations Commission
Subject: Should San Mateo County abandon their private defender panel and create a public defender’s office in San

Mateo County. You be the judge
Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 11:52:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

http://www.sanmateocourt.org/documents/grand_jury/2019/balance_scale_of_justice.pdf

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Cecilia Taylor; city.council@menlopark.org; Council, City; Jeff Moore; Raj; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Joe Simitian;

Planning Commission; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Greer Stone; Human Relations Commission;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Tony Dixon; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org;
ParkRec Commission; DuBois, Tom; GRP-City Council; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert

Subject: Stop blaming crime rates on defunding the police arguments
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 11:44:29 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2021/07/stop-blaming-crime-rates-on-defunding-
the-police/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Gail Price; Binder, Andrew; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; Human Relations Commission;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Rebecca Eisenberg; Greer Stone; Council, City; Tanaka, Greg; Raj; Jeff
Moore; Jeff Rosen; Jonsen, Robert; Betsy Nash; Cecilia; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Joe
Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org

Subject: U.N Commission on human rights calls for sweeping action to root out systemic racism
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 9:41:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/world/united-nations-human-rights.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Tanaka, Greg; Greer Stone; Pat Burt
Subject: What about not funding 5 additional police ….use the million plus towards fire station 5….or toward a crisis

intervention team..much needed in our police department
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 7:24:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Why are we funding 5 additional police officers with so many other priorities? What about a crisis intervention team
rather then 5 more sworn officers?  Hire A former victim of police violence as a community liaison between police
and community. Other options that should be discussed by council and the community before filling 5 police slots
cut during the Covid crisis????? Thanks, aram

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:pat@patburt.org


From: Aram James
To: Council, City; city.council@menlopark.org; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca

Eisenberg; raj@siliconvalleyde-bug.org; Roberta Ahlquist; chuck jagoda; Binder, Andrew; Greer Stone;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jonsen, Robert; Richard Konda; Joe Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org;
Tanaka, Greg; Jeff Moore; Shikada, Ed; DuBois, Tom; ParkRec Commission; Winter Dellenbach

Subject: Marshall Project wins Pulitzer Price ( with other media outlets) for series on canine attacks
Date: Sunday, June 13, 2021 4:33:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/06/11/the-marshall-project-wins-the-pulitzer-prize

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Council, City; Jeff Moore; Raj; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff

Rosen; Human Relations Commission; Betsy Nash; Planning Commission; city.council@menlopark.org;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; ParkRec Commission; Cecilia Taylor; Roberta
Ahlquist; Greer Stone; Tony Dixon; GRP-City Council; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; DuBois, Tom; chuck jagoda;
Donna Wallach

Subject: Cops allowed to lie to juveniles to obtain confessions banned in Illinois—-how about banning cops from lying all
together -wouldn’t that be novel

Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 8:45:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://abc7chicago.com/amp/jb-pritzker-illinois-false-confession-criminal-justice/10890431/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Debbie Mytels
Subject: Fwd: Quick Survey on Palo Alto Housing Element
Date: Monday, July 12, 2021 12:43:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

12, 2021 at 11:48 AM
Subject: Re: Quick Survey on Palo Alto Housing Element

 This is an important survey....please take the survey and  forward it to PA folks.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Palo Alto Forward <info@paloaltoforward.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 12, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Subject: Quick Survey on Palo Alto Housing Element

Want to take a 5-minute action to help Palo Alto plan sites and policies for new housing?

Things we like: 

Multi-family housing is crucial to ensuring a more affordable, diverse community
while meeting our climate change goals 
Development near CalTrain, El Camino Real and Alma are good. Housing near transit
and jobs reduce traffic impacts. 
ADUs are awesome - but we also have to do more to incentivize new housing
development while expanding affordable housing options 

Fill out the City Housing Element survey here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9HFZDKK

This feedback will be compiled and used during our Housing Element process. The Working
Group, who meets monthly, will identify sites and policies needed to meet our regional
affordable housing goals (AKA RHNA). Their recommendations will be presented to council
and must be certified in order for Palo Alto to be deemed compliant. Help us ensure a fair
and equitable Housing Element! Join Palo Alto Forward as a member today. 

mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
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Palo Alto Forward
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Palo Alto Forward · United States 
This email was sent to judyblueeyes1@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here. 
You can also keep up with Palo Alto Forward on Twitter or Facebook.
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Pastor Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; planning.commision@cityofpaloalto.org; Dave Price
Subject: Fwd: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley"s birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 10:51:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.

fyi  Time to make some changes!
Date: Sun, Jul 25, 2021 at 8:33 PM
Subject: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley's birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
 Roberta Alquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>

Check out this opinion piece in today’s SF Chronicle that is spot on about how irresponsible Shallow Alto has been for so long:

 

Manhattanize Palo Alto
Silicon Valley’s birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
By Brock Keeling

Chronicle illustration

; Getty Images

Most people know Palo Alto as the epicenter of tech. In 1939, Hewlett-Packard was conceived in a garage on Addison Avenue
in the city’s University South neighborhood. The detached wooden shed, a registered California landmark declared as “the
birthplace of Silicon Valley,” is now a museum.

Less known, however, is Palo Alto’s role as a housing innovator.

A couple of decades after HP’s birth, as the tech industry began to take root, famed developer Joseph Eichler, who believed that
good design should be democratic, studded the city with affordable homes that, at the time, were priced to move. He used
innovative and imaginative architects to bring roughly 2,700 homes with crisp lines and a focus on the outdoors to the working
class. These ticky-tacky structures were part of America’s post-war boom, and helped populate the Bay Area through a unique
triangulation of high style and build-bythe-numbers ease at friendly prices.

As creative minds thrived in Palo Alto, Eichler’s homes housed Silicon Valley’s first wave. They even helped germinate the
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world’s biggest tech company. Steve Wozniak, Apple’s co-founder, grew up in an Eichler in Sunnyvale. The late Steve Jobs,
meanwhile, credited Eichler for inspiring him to create Apple’s welldesigned products for the mass market.

“I love it when you can bring really great design and simple capability to something that doesn’t cost much,” he said of Eichler’s
homes in Walter Isaacson’s “Steve Jobs.” “It was the original vision for Apple. That’s what we tried to do with the first Mac.”
(Although Jobs assumed he had lived in an Eichler growing up in Mountain View, his family’s Mid-Century Modern was
determined to be a lookalike by a competing developer, which Eichler fans call a “Likeler.”)

These days, however, the betrayal of Eichler’s affordable and stylish vision really slaps you in the face the moment you step off
the train in Palo Alto. Two mid-rise Amazon buildings, emblazoned with the $3.1 billion company’s logo, confront you as you
enter the city’s main drag. A slew of boutique venture capitalist firms, with villainous-sounding names like Bain Capital or
Omers Ventures, sprout not far away.

What you won’t find is enough housing.

Eichler’s Mid-Century Modern homes, prized for their vaulted ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows, now regularly fetch
upward of $2.5 million. In an acutely perverse way, Eichler’s homes are still affordable, relatively speaking; The median home
price in Palo Alto today is $3.5 million, according to June 2021 Redfin estimates. A lucrative investment for the lucky few who
can afford it.

The culprit? During an era of unfettered tech innovation and cash flow, the city barely increased its housing stock. From 2004,
when a puerile Mark Zuckerberg rented a home on La Jennifer Way during the nascent days of “the Facebook,” up until today,
scant homes have been built for an increasing workforce. Between 2010 and 2018 Palo Alto's jarring jobs-tohousing ratio was
16:1, with 20,475 jobs added, but only 1,269 homes permitted, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development. (The jobs-to-housing ratio is grim across the Bay Area.)

The city’s egregious lack of shelter has even prompted its own leaders to flee for higher ground: In 2016, Kate Vershov
Downing, a former Palo Alto planning and transportation commissioner, quit her job alleging a stubborn City Council and
skyrocketing rental prices that she and her family could no longer afford.

As former mayor Eric Filseth said in 2020: “You can’t have a functional community comprised only of software engineers and
patent attorneys.”

Don’t blame the tech industry for Palo Alto's enforced dearth of housing; that would be as cliche as it would be wrong.

“Palo Alto has a small group of very wealthy, very powerful people that do not want to see growth,” says Angie Evans,
executive director of Palo Alto Forward, a housing advocacy group. “If you go to a playground and chat with parents and
grandparents, most people here want to see a living, growing city where we change alongside the needs of the community.”

Evans, who lives two blocks away from the Zuckerberg family in the Crescent Park neighborhood, points to a well-moneyed
group that ties together anti-housing coteries Embarcadero Institute, Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning and United Neighbors.
(Word to the wise: Groups using such jargon as “sensible” or “united” in their names are usually the opposite.)

“The strongest force pushing back against new housing in Palo Alto is what's known as the ‘residentialist’ faction,” says Jordan
Grimes, a Peninsula housing advocate whose Twitter breakdowns of NIMBY meetings are as legendary as they are informative.
(One noteworthy gripe was from a Palo Altan who complained that new housing would bump up traffic, and thus increase the
time it takes to get to her second home in Lake Tahoe.) Said housing group of purported sensibility has helped elect the city’s
current crop of council members, which includes a real estate agent as well as its mayor, a former Palo Altans for Sensible
Zoning member.

It’s also important to not let Stanford University, which has one of the largest campuses in the world, off the hook. Stanford
Research Park, created in 1951, led to the creation of VMware, Tesla and SAP Labs, among other tech firms, creating tens of
thousands of jobs while doing almost nothing in terms of housing creation. The school’s general lot 8, a vast moat of land and a
smattering of trees at the university’s north entrance, could easily provide space for dire housing.

There is an answer to this quandary: Palo Alto needs to return to its roots as a housing innovator

It’s time to Manhattanize Palo Alto. That’s right, Manhattanize, the oft-used West Coast slur that should be embraced and
enforced in the Valley.

By mandating residential mid and high-rises, Palo Alto can become ground zero for housing that goes above — way above —
its puny 50-foot ceiling for new developments, a law enacted in the early 1970s to allegedly preserve quality of life. Get rid of
all parking requirements, an outdated mandate from 1951. Affix fees on new commercial builders to fund affordable housing.
And increase the puny 20% affordable housing requirement while you’re at it.



Lydia Kou, the aforementioned Realtor and a self-described “moderategrowth” City Council member, told me, “It’s simplistic
thinking to think it’s okay to just start building. It’s not sensible; it’s just rhetoric.”

But even Eichler was prone to the occasional high-rise, like the 315-foot Summit atop Russian Hill, noted for its flared concrete
shaft. One of the Bay Area’s best living designers, Stanley Saitowiz, could do wonders given a skyscraper project in Palo Alto.

“I don’t care that much about how tall a building is or the facade,” Evans says. “I care about whether my kids are able to grow
up in a place that embraces racial and economic diversity and that prioritizes the people most impacted by our problems.”

As mandated by the Association of Bay Area Governments, the Bay Area as a whole has to change its zoning to allow
construction of 441,000 new homes from 2023 to 2031.

It’s time to build your share, Palo Altans. You want the envious sobriquet “the birthplace of Silicon Valley”? Then act like it.
Turn your skyline into glorious habitable towers that reach beyond the stars.

And don’t go anywhere, Cupertino. You’re next.

Brock Keeling is an award-winning writer who covers California.

 



From: Aram James
To: Jay Boyarsky; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Jeff Moore; Council, City; ParkRec

Commission; chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist; Binder, Andrew; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Greer Stone;
city.council@menlopark.org; Joe Simitian; Jeff Rosen; DuBois, Tom; Tanaka, Greg

Subject: Re: Tasers Forum Aram James ( 2014)
Date: Friday, July 23, 2021 8:05:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

From the archives of Aram James: why the Palo Alto Police Department should Shelve Tasers.
>
> ﻿Check out this video on YouTube:
>
> https://youtu.be/zxRyBZjY46s
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:parkrec.commission@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu
mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:paloaltofreepress@gmail.com
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@menlopark.org
mailto:Supervisor.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org
mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
mailto:Tom.DuBois@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Greg.Tanaka@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://youtu.be/zxRyBZjY46s


From: Aram James
To: DuBois, Tom; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Pat Burt; Human Relations Commission; Council, City;

roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; chuck jagoda; Joe Simitian; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Greer Stone;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council

Subject: NYTimes: The Left Needs the A.C.L.U. to Keep Defending Awful Speech
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 1:13:31 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

The Left Needs the A.C.L.U. to Keep Defending Awful Speech
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/07/opinion/aclu-free-speech.html?referringSource=articleShare

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: chuck jagoda; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; Jeff Moore; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; city.council@menlopark.org;

Greer Stone; Planning Commission; Tony Dixon; GRP-City Council; Jay Boyarsky; Human Relations Commission;
roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; DuBois, Tom; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Council, City

Subject: Two Colorado officers charged after brutal arrest caught on body cams - YouTube
Date: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 1:29:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

﻿
FYI: you gotta love these cops!!! Not 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2IMl4HnHzs&pp=sAQA

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Jeff Moore; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Moore; Jeff Rosen; Greer Stone;

Council, City; Perron, Zachary; Tony Dixon; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Winter Dellenbach;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; james pitkin; David Angel; Raj Jayadev;
Tanaka, Greg; chuck jagoda; city.council@menlopark.org; mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org;
paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; Human Relations Commission;
roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; GRP-City Council; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Rebecca Eisenberg; ParkRec
Commission; DuBois, Tom; alisa mallari tu; Cormack, Alison

Subject: Silicon Valley De-Bug | James and Konda: The Time Has Come for a robust police crimes unit in every DA’s office
in America (

Date: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 2:55:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI: From the archives of Aram James(
Aug 20, 2020
https://www.siliconvalleydebug.org/stories/james-and-konda-the-time-has-come-for-a-police-crimes-unit

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Moore; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; ParkRec

Commission; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Winter Dellenbach; city.council@menlopark.org; Joe Simitian;
Jay Boyarsky; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (external); Kou, Lydia; Tanaka, Greg;
alisa mallari tu; Rebecca Eisenberg; GRP-City Council; Greer Stone; chuck jagoda; Raj Jayadev;
cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org

Subject: NYTimes: A Fight Over Zoning Tests Charlottesville’s Progress on Race
Date: Sunday, August 1, 2021 10:21:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

A Fight Over Zoning Tests Charlottesville’s Progress on Race
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/01/us/charlottesville-va-zoning-affordable-housing.html?
referringSource=articleShare

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Anna Griffin; Betsy Nash; Cecilia Taylor; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; Planning Commission; alisa

mallari tu; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Human Relations Commission; Bains, Paul; Filseth,
Eric (external); DuBois, Tom; Donald Mendoza; Donna Wallach; Holman, Karen (external); Cormack, Alison

Subject: PSN] Come leaflet Barbara Lee movie Mon. evening at Grand Lake,
Date: Sunday, August 1, 2021 7:42:51 PM
Attachments: leaflet layout14 7-31.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

﻿

﻿
FYI

Please distribute to people you know.

Thank you
Donna

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Henry Norr <henrynorr@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Aug 1, 2021 at 3:29 PM
Subject: [PSN] Come leaflet Barbara Lee movie Mon. evening at Grand Lake,
To: PSN <palestine_solidarity_network@googlegroups.com>

As folks might recall from earlier posts to this list, there's going to be a
screening of a movie called "Barbara Lee: Speaking Truth To Power," with
Rep. Lee in attendance, tomorrow evening at the Grand Lake Theater in
Oakland. In response to her increasingly poor record on Palestine (she
sponsored a bill, just passed by the House, that gives the Israelis $3.3 billion+
in 2022), a small ad hoc group of us put together a leaflet (PDF attached) that
aims to educate the 600 people who have bought tickets about her record on
this issue and to encourage them to press her to speak and act in support of
justice for the Palestinians. It's respectful of her good works but firm in calling
her out on this issue. 

We'll be meeting at the Grand Lake at 6:15 pm. Can you join us to help with
the leafleting? 

         Henry Norr 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"Palestine Solidarity Network" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an
email to palestine_solidarity_network+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
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Credit: Flash 90/Wisam Hashlamoun via Defense for Children International - Palestine 


Ask Barbara Lee to Speak 
Truth to the Power 


of Israel and its Lobby! 
 
• Stop voting to spend billions of US taxpayer dollars in 
military aid to Israel - use the money here to house the 
homeless, care for the sick, and educate the children. 


• Demand an end to Israeli evictions, home demolitions, 
land annexations, and settlement expansion and endorse 
Rep. Betty McCollum’s HR 2590. 


• Speak out against Israel’s brutal, illegal and immoral 14-
year siege and military assaults on Gaza. 
 


Supporting Israel means supporting US imperialism. Being “progressive except 
Palestine” is not being a true progressive! 
		


Call Rep. Lee’s offices in DC at (202) 225-2661 and in Oakland at (510) 
763-0370 or go to https://lee.house.gov/contact and tell her this is not the 


kind of progressive leadership her constituents expect. Ask her to  
Stand up for Justice for Palestinians and  


Stop Funding Israel's crimes! 
 


 
For more information about Palestine/Israel, :see:  IfAmericansKnew.org   Mondoweiss.net    


Fosna.org/norcal   wrmea.org   electronicintifada.net   dci-palestine.org 







 


 
Do you know where Barbara Lee 
stands on Israel and Palestine? 


	
Rep. Barbara Lee boasts that she speaks truth to power. She even titled her 
autobiography Renegade for Peace and Justice. On many issues she has lived up 
to this image: We honor her opposition to US military adventures abroad 
and her support for Black Lives Matter, police reform, healthcare, 
affordable housing, and other important domestic causes. 
  
But when it comes to Israel and Palestine, she loses sight of her values and 
refuses to hold Israel accountable or join human-rights advocates around 
the world in calling Israel what it is: a racist, settler-colonial apartheid state 
engaged in systematic ethnic cleansing.  
 
Worse yet, Rep. Lee uses her political clout to assist Israel in its crimes. Did 
you know that: 


• Lee was the sole sponsor of a 2022 appropriations bill just passed by 
the House that gives Israel $3.3 billion in military aid in 2022 – nearly 
$10 million a day – plus a slew of other pro-Israel programs, plus 
billions more in military funding for its allies Egypt and Jordan? That 
she was the first legislator thanked by AIPAC, the ultra-Zionist lobby 
group, for her leadership on the bill? 


• She has refused to endorse Rep. Betty McCollum’s HR 2590 bill, 
which aims simply to prevent Israel from using US taxpayer funds for 
military detention of Palestinian children, forced displacement, or 
further annexation of Palestinian land? Most progressive House 
members, including the “Squad,” have signed on as co-sponsors – but 
not Barbara Lee. 


• In 2016 she voted against an amendment drafted by Sen. Bernie 
Sanders that would have added a call to “end occupation and illegal 
settlements” in the West Bank and “an international effort to rebuild 
Gaza” to the Democrats’ election platform? 


 
Leaflet sponsored by the Ad Hoc Committee to Call Out PEPs. 


For more information contact SayNoToPEPs@gmail.com 
 







https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/palestine_solidarity_network/CAD0RNA4xQiQEY_UF-
b9P7-%2BVxzphiOLTFQ7Eg4u-H%2B1v3wK3cw%40mail.gmail.com.

-- 
2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was
used to create Israel" by Alison Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/

"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas
Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Other important websites to visit
http://www.ifamericansknew.org
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/

End the Blockade/Siege on Gaza!
Tear down the Apartheid Walls in West Bank & Gaza!
End the War Criminal Israeli collective punishment on the Palestinian
people!
End the illegal Apartheid Israeli Occupation of all of Palestine!
Right to Return to their homes and land in Palestine for all Palestinians!
End all U.S. aid to Israel
Free Palestine! Long Live Palestine!

Support Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) & 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI) Campaigns!
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.WhoProfits.org
http://www.pacbi.org

Support Solidarity with Gaza Fishers
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/ 
https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers

Support ISM volunteers in West Bank and Gaza Strip!
http://www.palsolidarity.org

Donna Wallach
cats4jazz@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(h) 408-289-1522
(cell) 408-569-6608
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Planning Commission; Council, City; Human Relations

Commission; Raj; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;
city.council@menlopark.org; ParkRec Commission; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Jay Boyarsky; Cecilia Taylor;
Greer Stone; GRP-City Council; Jeff Rosen

Cc: Donna Wallach
Subject: Re: Ben & Jerry"s ending sales in West Bank settlements
Date: Monday, July 19, 2021 8:43:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Donna,
Thanks for sharing this important information. As you suggest I will share this information
with others. 

Aram

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 19, 2021, at 8:25 PM, Donna Wallach <cats4jazz@gmail.com> wrote:

﻿
Greetings all,

Although this is good news that the current owners of Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream,
Unilever,  have said that they will stop selling their ice cream in the West Bank,
they are still selling their ice cream within the '48 borders, so the Zionists are still
profiting from their illegal Occupation of Palestine. The group Vermonters for
Justice in Palestine, https://vtjp.org, have been organizing for over a decade to get
the company to stop selling its ice cream there within the '48 borders and within
the West Bank. On 19th July, as you will read below, Ben & Jerry's says they will
end sales of their ice cream in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, they
will continue to sell their ice cream within the '48 borders and are being highly
pressured to go back on their word. Please read the Press Release from
Vermonters for Justice in Palestine how they say that the Israeli Occupation is
still profiting from the sales of Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream and it needs to totally
stop selling there.

in solidarity 
Donna

PRESS RELEASE

Ben & Jerry’s fails to end its Complicity in Israel’s Occupation and
Abuses of Palestinian Human Rights according to Vermonters for Justice
in Palestine

Press Email Contact: Mark Hage or Wafic
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Faour <ContactUs@vtjp.org>; Phone Contacts: Mark Hage [802 229 4011 or
802 272 3554]

or Wafic Faour [802 310 0212]
Date - July 19th 2021 For immediate Release.

The July 19th 2021 announcement from Ben &
Jerry's https://www.benjerry.com/about- us/media-center/palestine-
statement announces that

"Ben & Jerry’s Will End Sales of Our Ice Cream in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory" and continues:

"We believe it is inconsistent with our values for Ben & Jerry’s ice cream to be
sold in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). We also hear and recognize
the concerns shared with us by our fans and trusted partners.

We have a longstanding partnership with our licensee, who manufactures Ben
& Jerry’s ice cream in Israel and distributes it in the region. We have been
working to change this, and so we have informed our licensee that we will not
renew the license agreement when it expires at the end of next year.

Although Ben & Jerry’s will no longer be sold in the OPT, we will stay in Israel
through a different arrangement. We will share an update on this as soon as
we’re ready."

Ben & Jerry's intended actions fail to address the widespread anger at the
actions of the Israeli government against Palestinian people who live in
occupied territory, or who are refugees denied their legitimate right to return to
their former homes. According to VTJP member Kathy Shapiro "By maintaining
a presence in Israel, Ben & Jerry's continues to be complicit in the killing,
imprisonment and dispossession of Palestinian people and the flaunting of
international law. Israel destroys lives and property in the lands it occupies by
force."

Vermonters for Justice in Palestine (VTJP) continues to call on Ben & Jerry’s
to:
1. End the marketing, catering and sales of Ben & Jerry’s products in Israel and
Jewish-only settlements in occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

2. Stop manufacturing ice cream in Israel.

3. Issue a statement (a) calling on Israel to end its occupation and
settlement enterprise and

(b) appealing directly to other socially responsible companies to do likewise
and to cease business operations in Israel and its illegal settlements.

   

These three demands have been clearly stated in a series of petitions directed
to the CEO and others at Ben & Jerry's. Now, seven years after our campaign

mailto:ContactUs@vtjp.org
https://www.benjerry.com/about-


has drawn attention to Ben & Jerry's complicity with the illegal and immoral
actions of its licensee in Israel they have finally moved eventually to end sales
of their ice cream in illegal settlements, which they have admitted represent a
very small part of their business in Palestine/Israel. However, their licensee will
continue to operate in Israel for another seventeen months, and the company
will remain in Israel in a form yet to be announced.

Ben & Jerry's fails to recognize that Israel has been identified as an Apartheid
State, and their factory there is built on stolen land near the demolished
Palestinian village of Qastina. Their attempt to normalize the widely recognized
Apartheid practiced by the Israeli government and military is completely
inconsistent with the company's stated social mission. VTJP member and
Palestinian refugee Wafic Faour asserts that "since 1947, Palestinian people
have been victimized by Israeli Zionists who have arrived there through racially-
selective immigration policies. Ben & Jerry's should completely disengage from
Israel and apologize for their normalization with an Apartheid state over the
past decades".

The campaign by VTJP has included meetings with Ben &Jerry's management
and members of their Board of Directors, direct appeals to scoop shop owners
and recipients of grant funding from the Ben & Jerry's Foundation, and several
petitions signed by thousands of people directed to the company's
management. This campaign has been joined by petitions organized by
Decolonize Burlington [VT] and by SumOfUs.org.

Vermonters for Justice in Palestine works to support the Palestinian people in
their struggle for human rights and to end Israel's illegal and immoral
occupation of Palestinian lands through education, advocacy, and action.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

So the Zionists who can afford it still get to enjoy Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream as
they, Ben & Jerry's, totally violate their social mission. Especially considering
where the Ben & Jerry's factory was built, it is an outrage that they continue to
claim their social mission. Everyone needs to boycott Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream. 

Please share widely
Donna

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: 'isis feral' via Stop ZIM Action Committee <stop-zim-action-
committee@googlegroups.com>
Date: Mon, Jul 19, 2021 at 4:43 PM
Subject: [SZAC] Fw: Ben & Jerry's ending sales in West Bank settlements
To: Stop ZIM Action Committee <stop-zim-action-
committee@googlegroups.com>
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No more ice cream for Zionists!

----- Forwarded Message -----

https://forward.com/fast-forward/473175/ben-jerrys-will-end-sales-of-its-ice-
cream-occupied-palestinian-territory:

Ben & Jerry’s will end sales of its ice cream in the Occupied Palestinian Territory

Haaretz July 19, 2021Photo by iStock

Ben & Jerry’s announced Monday that it would end sales of ice cream in the
Israeli settlements in the West Bank, following “concerns shared with us by our
fans and trusted partners.”

“Although Ben & Jerry’s will no longer be sold in the OPT [Occupied Palestinian
territories], we will stay in Israel through a different arrangement. We will share
an update on this as soon as we’re ready,” it added.

The Vermont-based ice cream company, which launched in 1978, has long been
associated with progressive values. Last year, following the murder of George
Floyd, the company added a special section of its website devoted to combating
white supremacy.

But until now, Ben & Jerry’s had conspicuously refrained from weighing in on
Israeli-Palestinian affairs. So while it has readily marked the anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s landmark Brown v. Board of Education ruling barring school
segregation in the 1950s and condemned the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol attack as a riot
for white supremacy, the company did not mention Israel or Palestine even as the
flare-up in May grabbed headlines around the world.

Ben & Jerry’s will end sales of our ice cream in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. Read our full statement:
https://t.co/2mGWYGN4GApic.twitter.com/kFeu7aXOf3— Ben & Jerry’s
(@benandjerrys) July 19, 2021 

The criticism of the brand over its silence on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
coalesced on May 19 with a call by a social justice group called Decolonize
Burlington in Vermont for Americans to boycott the company, according to the
Burlington Free Press. Local activists have been lobbying against Ben & Jerry’s
Israel ties since at least 2012. Ben & Jerry’s hasn’t posted on its social media
accounts since June, when it was bombarded with criticism for licensing a factory
in Israel which provides Israeli settlements with products.

In its statement, Ben & Jerry’s also said: “We have a longstanding partnership
with our licensee, who manufactures Ben & Jerry’s ice cream in Israel and
distributes it in the region. We have been working to change this, and so we have

https://forward.com/fast-forward/473175/ben-jerrys-will-end-sales-of-its-ice-cream-occupied-palestinian-territory
https://forward.com/fast-forward/473175/ben-jerrys-will-end-sales-of-its-ice-cream-occupied-palestinian-territory
https://t.co/2mGWYGN4GApic.twitter.com/kFeu7aXOf3


informed our licensee that we will not renew the license agreement when it
expires at the end of next year.”

The Israeli Ben & Jerry’s, the brand’s only independent licensee, is widely
popular. It has produced special flavors for holidays, such as haroset for Passover
and “mixed-up” for this spring’s national election, and last year held a Purim
costume party whose prize was a six-month supply of ice cream.

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid upbraided Ben & Jerry’s, calling its decision a
“shameful surrender” to BDS and to antisemitism. Lapid noted that many states in
America have laws against sanctioning Israel, and promised to demand they
implement these laws against the Vermont company. “We will not stay silent,”
Lapid said.

Lapid’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement that the Ben & Jerry’s decision was a
“willing cooperation with economic terrorism led by the boycott movement, an
anti-Israeli movement tinted with antisemitic hues.

“It is a discriminatory and immoral decision that singles out Israel, harms both
Israelis and Palestinians, and gives a tailwind to extremist, thuggish groups. This
decision not only does not advance peace and the solution of the conflict, but
strengthens the opponents of reconciliation between the two peoples and those
who call for the destruction of the State of Israel.”

In response to Ben & Jerry’s announcement, the Yesha Council, an umbrella
organization of the Israeli settlements in the West Bank, said it hopes Ben &
Jerry’s backtracks on its decision, and in the meantime urged Israelis to buy local
ice cream instead of Ben & Jerry’s. “In the hot summer days, we urge Israelis
around the country to eat delicious, sweet Israeli ice cream. There’s no need to
buy products from companies that boycott hundreds of thousands of citizens of
the State of Israel because of where they chose to live,” they said in a statement.

“We hope that the Ben & Jerry’s company will walk back this discriminatory
decision, which brings a bitter spirit to such a sweet area.”

David Ha’Ivri, of the Samaria Regional Council, told Haaretz: “I don’t tend to
mix ice cream and politics. Currently Ben & Jerry’s ice cream is available in local
supermarkets. Sometimes we buy their products and take home even though they
are substantially more expensive than local brands. If they choose to pull out of
our stores it will be their loss and gain only to their competition.”

Americans for Peace Now, the U.S. sister organization to Israel’s left-wing Peace
Now, praised the move, congratulating Ben & Jerry’s “for making a principled
distinction between sovereign Israel and Israeli settlements in the occupied West
Bank, which are illegal and illegitimate.”

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee — the most powerful pro-Israel
organization in Washington — sharply criticized the “discriminatory” move. “It is
against the interests of peace and reconciliation to launch a one-sided boycott
when it is the Palestinian leadership that refuses to come to the negotiating table



with Israel,” an AIPAC spokesperson told Haaretz.

\

-- 

-- 
"Nobody in the world, nobody in history, has ever gotten their freedom by
appealing to the moral sense of the people who were oppressing them."

Assata Shakur

2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was
used to create Israel" by Alison Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/

"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Free Palestine!
Right of Return to Palestine for all Palestinians!

Free all political prisoners!

Leonard Peltier                     www.WhoIsLeonardPeltier.info
Mumia Abu-Jamal                www.FreeMumia.com
Ruchell Cinque Magee        http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-
prisoners-database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
Russell Maroon Shoatz   https://russellmaroonshoats.wordpress.com/
Mutulu Shakur                 http://mutulushakur.com/site/
Julian Assange               https://assangedefense.org
The Holy Land Five:
       Shukri Abu Baker
       Ghassan Elashi
       Mufid Abdulqader
       Abdulrahman Odeh
       Mohammad Elmezain
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-trial-and-conviction-of-the-holy-land-foundation-
five/237440/
and thousands more

End Solitary Confinement
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com

California Prison Focus          http://newest.prisons.org/our_story

End United $tates of Amerikkka invasions and occupations
U.S. Government and UN Occupation Force Soldiers - Hands off Haiti!
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/

http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html
http://www.whoisleonardpeltier.info/
http://www.freemumia.com/
http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
http://denverabc.wordpress.com/prisoners-dabc-supports/political-prisoners-database/ruchell-cinque-magee/
https://russellmaroonshoats.wordpress.com/
http://mutulushakur.com/site/
https://assangedefense.org/
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-trial-and-conviction-of-the-holy-land-foundation-five/237440/
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-trial-and-conviction-of-the-holy-land-foundation-five/237440/
https://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com/
http://newest.prisons.org/our_story
http://www.haitisolidarity.net/


Donna Wallach
DonnaIsAnActivist@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(cell) 408-569-6608

-- 
2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was
used to create Israel" by Alison Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/

"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Other important websites to visit
http://www.ifamericansknew.org
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/

End the Blockade/Siege on Gaza!
Tear down the Apartheid Walls in West Bank & Gaza!
End the War Criminal Israeli collective punishment on the Palestinian
people!
End the illegal Apartheid Israeli Occupation of all of Palestine!
Right to Return to their homes and land in Palestine for all Palestinians!
End all U.S. aid to Israel
Free Palestine! Long Live Palestine!

Support Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) & 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI) Campaigns!
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.WhoProfits.org
http://www.pacbi.org

Support Solidarity with Gaza Fishers
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/ 
https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers

Support ISM volunteers in West Bank and Gaza Strip!
http://www.palsolidarity.org

Donna Wallach
cats4jazz@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(cell) 408-569-6608

mailto:DonnaIsAnActivist@gmail.com
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html
http://www.ifamericansknew.org/
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/
http://www.bdsmovement.net/
http://www.whoprofits.org/
http://www.pacbi.org/
http://www.freegaza.org/
http://www.witnessgaza.com/
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers
http://www.palsolidarity.org/
mailto:donna@freegaza.org
mailto:ats4jazz@gmail.com


From: Palo Alto Free Press
To: Aram James
Cc: Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Council, City; Jeff Moore; Raj; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff Rosen; Human Relations

Commission; Betsy Nash; Planning Commission; city.council@menlopark.org;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; ParkRec Commission; Cecilia Taylor; Roberta
Ahlquist; Greer Stone; Tony Dixon; GRP-City Council; Joe Simitian; DuBois, Tom; chuck jagoda; Donna Wallach

Subject: Re: Cops allowed to lie to juveniles to obtain confessions banned in Illinois—-how about banning cops from lying
all together -wouldn’t that be novel

Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 9:44:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Full Stop  

High Court: Age Must Be Considered In
Interrogation

https://n.pr/2UT3SJ9

Editor:
Palo Alto Free Press

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 15, 2021, at 8:45 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

﻿https://abc7chicago.com/amp/jb-pritzker-illinois-false-confession-criminal-
justice/10890431/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; chuck jagoda; Binder, Andrew; Raj; Cecilia; Betsy Nash; Council, City; Jonsen,

Robert; Tony Dixon; Perron, Zachary; city.council@menlopark.org; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Moore;
Planning Commission; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky; Greer
Stone; GRP-City Council; Cecilia Taylor; Jeff Rosen; Roberta Ahlquist; Filseth, Eric (Internal); DuBois, Tom;
ParkRec Commission

Subject: Re: Cops allowed to lie to juveniles to obtain confessions banned in Illinois—-how about banning cops from lying
all together -wouldn’t that be novel

Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 11:38:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I hardly think It’s restricted to the NYPD although they may be the biggest and most prolific
police miscreants in the country.

Remember there are 18 thousand separate police departments in this country and they
guarantee that routine constitutional violations of our citizenry far out number the rare
occasion when constitutional rights are upheld. 

Its just that when the constitution is upheld a bright line shines on the case leaving the illusion
that justice and the constitution are regularly upheld in this country. 

The illusion allows the legally naive or those invested in the big lie of justice for all…in this
country…. to praise a system that deserves no such respect or admiration. Justice in this
country, when it happens at all, is a random and rare act. 

Aram 

﻿
I agree.  The idea of the guardians/paragons/judge & jury of public behavior to have lying as one of their prime "tools"
is a contradiction and sets up more lying in the justice system and in the world.  BAD idea.  Why not endorse them
stealing, which they do if they get to a corpse before the fire department, in which case they will have stripped the
jewelry off the body?  At least in NYC, that's the way they play.

On Thu, Jul 15, 2021 at 9:44 PM Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:

Full Stop  

High Court: Age Must Be Considered In
Interrogation

https://n.pr/2UT3SJ9

Editor:
Palo Alto Free Press

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 15, 2021, at 8:45 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
wrote:
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﻿https://abc7chicago.com/amp/jb-pritzker-illinois-false-confession-
criminal-justice/10890431/

Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Chuck

https://abc7chicago.com/amp/jb-pritzker-illinois-false-confession-criminal-justice/10890431/
https://abc7chicago.com/amp/jb-pritzker-illinois-false-confession-criminal-justice/10890431/


From: Aram James
To: Roberta Ahlquist
Cc: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; ParkRec Commission;

planning.commision@cityofpaloalto.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jay Boyarsky; Jeff
Moore; Jeff Rosen; Shikada, Ed; Stump, Molly; Rebecca Eisenberg; DuBois, Tom

Subject: Re: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley"s birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 11:17:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Roberta, 

Excellent piece! Thanks for circulating! 
Best regards,

Aram 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 25, 2021, at 10:51 PM, Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>
wrote:

﻿
fyi  Time to make some changes!
Date: Sun, Jul 25, 2021 at 8:33 PM
Subject: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley's birthplace needs
to be a housing innovator again
 Roberta Alquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>

Check out this opinion piece in today’s SF Chronicle that is spot on about how
irresponsible Shallow Alto has been for so long:

 

Manhattanize Palo Alto
Silicon Valley’s birthplace needs to be a housing
innovator again
By Brock Keeling
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Chronicle illustration
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; Getty Images

Most people know Palo Alto as the epicenter of tech. In 1939, Hewlett-
Packard was conceived in a garage on Addison Avenue in the city’s
University South neighborhood. The detached wooden shed, a registered
California landmark declared as “the birthplace of Silicon Valley,” is now a
museum.

Less known, however, is Palo Alto’s role as a housing innovator.

A couple of decades after HP’s birth, as the tech industry began to take root,
famed developer Joseph Eichler, who believed that good design should be
democratic, studded the city with affordable homes that, at the time, were
priced to move. He used innovative and imaginative architects to bring
roughly 2,700 homes with crisp lines and a focus on the outdoors to the
working class. These ticky-tacky structures were part of America’s post-war
boom, and helped populate the Bay Area through a unique triangulation of
high style and build-bythe-numbers ease at friendly prices.

As creative minds thrived in Palo Alto, Eichler’s homes housed Silicon
Valley’s first wave. They even helped germinate the world’s biggest tech
company. Steve Wozniak, Apple’s co-founder, grew up in an Eichler in
Sunnyvale. The late Steve Jobs, meanwhile, credited Eichler for inspiring
him to create Apple’s welldesigned products for the mass market.

“I love it when you can bring really great design and simple capability to
something that doesn’t cost much,” he said of Eichler’s homes in Walter
Isaacson’s “Steve Jobs.” “It was the original vision for Apple. That’s what
we tried to do with the first Mac.” (Although Jobs assumed he had lived in an
Eichler growing up in Mountain View, his family’s Mid-Century Modern
was determined to be a lookalike by a competing developer, which Eichler
fans call a “Likeler.”)

These days, however, the betrayal of Eichler’s affordable and stylish vision
really slaps you in the face the moment you step off the train in Palo Alto.
Two mid-rise Amazon buildings, emblazoned with the $3.1 billion
company’s logo, confront you as you enter the city’s main drag. A slew of
boutique venture capitalist firms, with villainous-sounding names like Bain
Capital or Omers Ventures, sprout not far away.

What you won’t find is enough housing.

Eichler’s Mid-Century Modern homes, prized for their vaulted ceilings and
floor-to-ceiling windows, now regularly fetch upward of $2.5 million. In an
acutely perverse way, Eichler’s homes are still affordable, relatively



speaking; The median home price in Palo Alto today is $3.5 million,
according to June 2021 Redfin estimates. A lucrative investment for the
lucky few who can afford it.

The culprit? During an era of unfettered tech innovation and cash flow, the
city barely increased its housing stock. From 2004, when a puerile Mark
Zuckerberg rented a home on La Jennifer Way during the nascent days of
“the Facebook,” up until today, scant homes have been built for an increasing
workforce. Between 2010 and 2018 Palo Alto's jarring jobs-tohousing ratio
was 16:1, with 20,475 jobs added, but only 1,269 homes permitted,
according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. (The jobs-to-housing ratio is grim across
the Bay Area.)

The city’s egregious lack of shelter has even prompted its own leaders to flee
for higher ground: In 2016, Kate Vershov Downing, a former Palo Alto
planning and transportation commissioner, quit her job alleging a stubborn
City Council and skyrocketing rental prices that she and her family could no
longer afford.

As former mayor Eric Filseth said in 2020: “You can’t have a functional
community comprised only of software engineers and patent attorneys.”

Don’t blame the tech industry for Palo Alto's enforced dearth of housing; that
would be as cliche as it would be wrong.

“Palo Alto has a small group of very wealthy, very powerful people that do
not want to see growth,” says Angie Evans, executive director of Palo Alto
Forward, a housing advocacy group. “If you go to a playground and chat
with parents and grandparents, most people here want to see a living,
growing city where we change alongside the needs of the community.”

Evans, who lives two blocks away from the Zuckerberg family in the
Crescent Park neighborhood, points to a well-moneyed group that ties
together anti-housing coteries Embarcadero Institute, Palo Altans for
Sensible Zoning and United Neighbors. (Word to the wise: Groups using
such jargon as “sensible” or “united” in their names are usually the opposite.)

“The strongest force pushing back against new housing in Palo Alto is what's
known as the ‘residentialist’ faction,” says Jordan Grimes, a Peninsula
housing advocate whose Twitter breakdowns of NIMBY meetings are as
legendary as they are informative. (One noteworthy gripe was from a Palo
Altan who complained that new housing would bump up traffic, and thus
increase the time it takes to get to her second home in Lake Tahoe.) Said
housing group of purported sensibility has helped elect the city’s current crop



of council members, which includes a real estate agent as well as its mayor, a
former Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning member.

It’s also important to not let Stanford University, which has one of the largest
campuses in the world, off the hook. Stanford Research Park, created in
1951, led to the creation of VMware, Tesla and SAP Labs, among other tech
firms, creating tens of thousands of jobs while doing almost nothing in terms
of housing creation. The school’s general lot 8, a vast moat of land and a
smattering of trees at the university’s north entrance, could easily provide
space for dire housing.

There is an answer to this quandary: Palo Alto needs to return to its roots as a
housing innovator

It’s time to Manhattanize Palo Alto. That’s right, Manhattanize, the oft-used
West Coast slur that should be embraced and enforced in the Valley.

By mandating residential mid and high-rises, Palo Alto can become ground
zero for housing that goes above — way above — its puny 50-foot ceiling
for new developments, a law enacted in the early 1970s to allegedly preserve
quality of life. Get rid of all parking requirements, an outdated mandate from
1951. Affix fees on new commercial builders to fund affordable housing.
And increase the puny 20% affordable housing requirement while you’re at
it.

Lydia Kou, the aforementioned Realtor and a self-described
“moderategrowth” City Council member, told me, “It’s simplistic thinking to
think it’s okay to just start building. It’s not sensible; it’s just rhetoric.”

But even Eichler was prone to the occasional high-rise, like the 315-foot
Summit atop Russian Hill, noted for its flared concrete shaft. One of the Bay
Area’s best living designers, Stanley Saitowiz, could do wonders given a
skyscraper project in Palo Alto.

“I don’t care that much about how tall a building is or the facade,” Evans
says. “I care about whether my kids are able to grow up in a place that
embraces racial and economic diversity and that prioritizes the people most
impacted by our problems.”

As mandated by the Association of Bay Area Governments, the Bay Area as
a whole has to change its zoning to allow construction of 441,000 new homes
from 2023 to 2031.

It’s time to build your share, Palo Altans. You want the envious sobriquet
“the birthplace of Silicon Valley”? Then act like it. Turn your skyline into



glorious habitable towers that reach beyond the stars.

And don’t go anywhere, Cupertino. You’re next.

Brock Keeling is an award-winning writer who covers California.

 



From: Mary Gallagher
To: Roberta Ahlquist
Cc: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Pastor Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; planning.commision@cityofpaloalto.org; Dave Price
Subject: Re: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley"s birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 11:23:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.

Dear Housing Advocates:

Like: that vast moat of land at the north entrance.
Again, this suggests any increase in homes would depend on new construction, high rises on bare land. The article also fails to
mention CIQA: https://www.opr.ca.gov/ceqa/

I continue to have the mantra: no new construction is needed. There is an abundant number of existing structures that could be
used to add homes to the inventory of homes in Palo Alto and on the SF Peninsula. The corporations with the jobs must
engage to reveal ghost houses, create maps of homeless encampments, and identify other existing structures for their
employees in Palo Alto as well as those living further way..

Thank you for sharing this article, Roberta. 

Mary

On Sun, Jul 25, 2021 at 10:51 PM Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu> wrote:
fyi  Time to make some changes!
Date: Sun, Jul 25, 2021 at 8:33 PM
Subject: SF Chronicle: Manhattanize Palo Alto - Silicon Valley's birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
 Roberta Alquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>

Check out this opinion piece in today’s SF Chronicle that is spot on about how irresponsible Shallow Alto has been for so long:

 

Manhattanize Palo Alto
Silicon Valley’s birthplace needs to be a housing innovator again
By Brock Keeling
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Most people know Palo Alto as the epicenter of tech. In 1939, Hewlett-Packard was conceived in a garage on Addison Avenue
in the city’s University South neighborhood. The detached wooden shed, a registered California landmark declared as “the
birthplace of Silicon Valley,” is now a museum.

Less known, however, is Palo Alto’s role as a housing innovator.

A couple of decades after HP’s birth, as the tech industry began to take root, famed developer Joseph Eichler, who believed that
good design should be democratic, studded the city with affordable homes that, at the time, were priced to move. He used
innovative and imaginative architects to bring roughly 2,700 homes with crisp lines and a focus on the outdoors to the working
class. These ticky-tacky structures were part of America’s post-war boom, and helped populate the Bay Area through a unique
triangulation of high style and build-bythe-numbers ease at friendly prices.

As creative minds thrived in Palo Alto, Eichler’s homes housed Silicon Valley’s first wave. They even helped germinate the
world’s biggest tech company. Steve Wozniak, Apple’s co-founder, grew up in an Eichler in Sunnyvale. The late Steve Jobs,
meanwhile, credited Eichler for inspiring him to create Apple’s welldesigned products for the mass market.

“I love it when you can bring really great design and simple capability to something that doesn’t cost much,” he said of Eichler’s
homes in Walter Isaacson’s “Steve Jobs.” “It was the original vision for Apple. That’s what we tried to do with the first Mac.”
(Although Jobs assumed he had lived in an Eichler growing up in Mountain View, his family’s Mid-Century Modern was
determined to be a lookalike by a competing developer, which Eichler fans call a “Likeler.”)

These days, however, the betrayal of Eichler’s affordable and stylish vision really slaps you in the face the moment you step off
the train in Palo Alto. Two mid-rise Amazon buildings, emblazoned with the $3.1 billion company’s logo, confront you as you
enter the city’s main drag. A slew of boutique venture capitalist firms, with villainous-sounding names like Bain Capital or
Omers Ventures, sprout not far away.

What you won’t find is enough housing.

Eichler’s Mid-Century Modern homes, prized for their vaulted ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows, now regularly fetch
upward of $2.5 million. In an acutely perverse way, Eichler’s homes are still affordable, relatively speaking; The median home
price in Palo Alto today is $3.5 million, according to June 2021 Redfin estimates. A lucrative investment for the lucky few who
can afford it.

The culprit? During an era of unfettered tech innovation and cash flow, the city barely increased its housing stock. From 2004,
when a puerile Mark Zuckerberg rented a home on La Jennifer Way during the nascent days of “the Facebook,” up until today,
scant homes have been built for an increasing workforce. Between 2010 and 2018 Palo Alto's jarring jobs-tohousing ratio was
16:1, with 20,475 jobs added, but only 1,269 homes permitted, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S.



Department of Housing and Urban Development. (The jobs-to-housing ratio is grim across the Bay Area.)

The city’s egregious lack of shelter has even prompted its own leaders to flee for higher ground: In 2016, Kate Vershov
Downing, a former Palo Alto planning and transportation commissioner, quit her job alleging a stubborn City Council and
skyrocketing rental prices that she and her family could no longer afford.

As former mayor Eric Filseth said in 2020: “You can’t have a functional community comprised only of software engineers and
patent attorneys.”

Don’t blame the tech industry for Palo Alto's enforced dearth of housing; that would be as cliche as it would be wrong.

“Palo Alto has a small group of very wealthy, very powerful people that do not want to see growth,” says Angie Evans,
executive director of Palo Alto Forward, a housing advocacy group. “If you go to a playground and chat with parents and
grandparents, most people here want to see a living, growing city where we change alongside the needs of the community.”

Evans, who lives two blocks away from the Zuckerberg family in the Crescent Park neighborhood, points to a well-moneyed
group that ties together anti-housing coteries Embarcadero Institute, Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning and United Neighbors.
(Word to the wise: Groups using such jargon as “sensible” or “united” in their names are usually the opposite.)

“The strongest force pushing back against new housing in Palo Alto is what's known as the ‘residentialist’ faction,” says Jordan
Grimes, a Peninsula housing advocate whose Twitter breakdowns of NIMBY meetings are as legendary as they are informative.
(One noteworthy gripe was from a Palo Altan who complained that new housing would bump up traffic, and thus increase the
time it takes to get to her second home in Lake Tahoe.) Said housing group of purported sensibility has helped elect the city’s
current crop of council members, which includes a real estate agent as well as its mayor, a former Palo Altans for Sensible
Zoning member.

It’s also important to not let Stanford University, which has one of the largest campuses in the world, off the hook. Stanford
Research Park, created in 1951, led to the creation of VMware, Tesla and SAP Labs, among other tech firms, creating tens of
thousands of jobs while doing almost nothing in terms of housing creation. The school’s general lot 8, a vast moat of land and a
smattering of trees at the university’s north entrance, could easily provide space for dire housing.

There is an answer to this quandary: Palo Alto needs to return to its roots as a housing innovator

It’s time to Manhattanize Palo Alto. That’s right, Manhattanize, the oft-used West Coast slur that should be embraced and
enforced in the Valley.

By mandating residential mid and high-rises, Palo Alto can become ground zero for housing that goes above — way above —
its puny 50-foot ceiling for new developments, a law enacted in the early 1970s to allegedly preserve quality of life. Get rid of
all parking requirements, an outdated mandate from 1951. Affix fees on new commercial builders to fund affordable housing.
And increase the puny 20% affordable housing requirement while you’re at it.

Lydia Kou, the aforementioned Realtor and a self-described “moderategrowth” City Council member, told me, “It’s simplistic
thinking to think it’s okay to just start building. It’s not sensible; it’s just rhetoric.”

But even Eichler was prone to the occasional high-rise, like the 315-foot Summit atop Russian Hill, noted for its flared concrete
shaft. One of the Bay Area’s best living designers, Stanley Saitowiz, could do wonders given a skyscraper project in Palo Alto.

“I don’t care that much about how tall a building is or the facade,” Evans says. “I care about whether my kids are able to grow
up in a place that embraces racial and economic diversity and that prioritizes the people most impacted by our problems.”

As mandated by the Association of Bay Area Governments, the Bay Area as a whole has to change its zoning to allow
construction of 441,000 new homes from 2023 to 2031.

It’s time to build your share, Palo Altans. You want the envious sobriquet “the birthplace of Silicon Valley”? Then act like it.
Turn your skyline into glorious habitable towers that reach beyond the stars.

And don’t go anywhere, Cupertino. You’re next.

Brock Keeling is an award-winning writer who covers California.

 

-- 
Mary Gallagher, B.Sc.
Aquatics Professional
650-683-7102 (cell)
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From: g kerber
To: ADA; Hoyt, George; Anderson, Daren
Cc: Human Relations Commission; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Burt, Patrick; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Stone, Greer;

Tanaka, Greg; Kou, Lydia; angela.richmond@cityofpaloalto.org
Subject: reas. accomm ft pk
Date: Sunday, August 1, 2021 1:54:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I am filing a Title 11 ADA, Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable accommodation request under
Subpart B section 35.130 of the ADA                 

I am requesting that due my disabilities that i be able to drive on the road from the picnic area in the
valley to the Towle campsite two times per week, depending on my health. 

For the past 35 plus years i have been able to walk from the valley to the fern loop trail which i would then
hike on. However, during the past two years due to the worsening of my disabilities and other health
problems i have found that this walk from the valley to the fern loop trail  has become increasingly difficult.
This has been aggravated by the fact that i have been experiencing increasing problems with both of my
knees making the walk much more difficult and painful and which is now requiring medical intervention. 

My ability to access this part of the park has been a one of the healthiest activities i have been able to
engage in for decades. The quiet and solitude i have enjoyed in this part of the park has been a
necessary antidote to the noisy and very challenging environmental conditions where i live in palo alto. 

This not a matter of convenience it is a necessity based on my disabilities and other health difficulties. 

I want to add that years ago i had injured one of my legs which required wearing a boot for months while i
healed. I asked the chief ranger, who i believe was Lester Hodges, if i could drive on the towle camp road
to the campsite where i would spend several hours resting. He granted my request. Once my leg healed i
no longer needed the accommodation.

My health has declined significantly since then and that is the reason for the accommodation request. 

sincerely 

gregory kerber
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From: Aram James
To: DuBois, Tom; Cecilia; Betsy Nash; Human Relations Commission; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Cormack,

Alison; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Shikada, Ed; Stump, Molly; Joe Simitian; Human Relations Commission; Council,
City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com

Subject: REMINDER to Take Action to advance SB 9 and 10 housing bills
Date: Sunday, July 11, 2021 11:28:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

﻿

Please sign and pass on to friends....we need more housing for our workers!

roberta
From: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jul 11, 2021 at 11:50 AM
Subject: REMINDER to Take Action to advance SB 9 and 10 housing bills

To WILPF members/supporters:  Our most recent emails that
included information on SB 9 were sent on July 8 and 17th.  This
is a copy of the message on the 8th. I apologize for a typo in the
original email, showing Roberta's name, as Robert! : Jud(y):

To WILPF members/supporters, forwarded by Roberta, on our housing
the housing committee from CA YIMBY:

We’ve got some exciting news: SB 10 has made it to the floor of
the State Assembly, and SB 9 will be joining it shortly!
After a banner month of committee wins for our bills, we anticipate
SB 9 passing through the Appropriations Committee shortly. That
means we need to start emailing, calling, and lobbying every
Assemblymember today to secure support for these critical
bills.
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Can you send an email to your Assemblymember and urge
them to vote YES on SB 9 and 10? »

SEND AN EMAIL »

SB 9 allows homeowners to split their property into two lots and
build two homes on each lot, while SB 10 makes it easier for cities
to legalize buildings with 2 to 10 homes in non-sprawl areas.

Please take a moment to email your local Assemblymember
and tell them why you support building more homes »

We’re hearing from our friends in the Legislature that we should
expect close votes on the Assembly floor when it comes to passing
these bills -- which means we don’t have any time to lose!
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Combined, these bills would make it easier for California to build
desperately-needed housing for middle-income workers like
teachers and nurses, and reduce our state’s crushing housing
shortage. Our legislative strategy depends on informed constituents
like you using your voice to call for change.
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; Greer Stone; Tanaka, Greg; Council, City; Planning Commission; Jeff Moore; Jeff Rosen; Rebecca

Eisenberg; chuck jagoda; GRP-City Council; Jay Boyarsky; alisa mallari tu; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Human
Relations Commission; city.council@menlopark.org; roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org

Subject: Riots Shatter Veneer of Coexistence in Israel’s Mixed Towns —sorry I didn’t send the link to the piece -here it is
Date: Monday, August 2, 2021 9:59:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/01/world/middleeast/israel-arabs-jews-palestinians-riots.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Tony Dixon; Council, City; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Raj;

city.council@menlopark.org; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission;
cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Cecilia Taylor; Greer Stone; Roberta
Ahlquist; GRP-City Council; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; Joe Simitian; chuck jagoda; DuBois, Tom

Subject: White Too Long | Book by Robert P. Jones | Official Publisher Page | Simon & Schuster
Date: Saturday, July 17, 2021 10:13:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI:
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/White-Too-Long/Robert-P-Jones/9781982122874

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Raj; Joe Simitian; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Jeff

Moore; winter dellenbach; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Jonsen, Robert; Roberta Ahlquist; ParkRec
Commission; Council, City; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com;
Greer Stone; Jay Boyarsky

Subject: Why Sajid Khan will defeat DA Jeff Rosen for Santa Clara District Attorney in 2022
Date: Monday, July 12, 2021 9:11:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

﻿
﻿
https://slate.com/culture/2021/07/philly-da-interview-pbs-larry-krasner.amp

Sent from my iPhone
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