
From: Frances Morse
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Community Circles
Date: Sunday, March 28, 2021 10:38:00 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Chair Smith and commission members,
I am chair of the Racial and Social Justice Committee at Channing House, a senior community
at 850 Webster Street. Our mission statement states:
Formed after the 2020 Black Lives Matter protests, the Racial and Social Justice
Committee (1) offers educational opportunities for conversations about the white
privilege and systemic racism in our country today and throughout its history and (2)
formulates and advocates meaningful and peaceful actions for a more equitable society
and democracy.
Several of us have been actively following your commission and appreciate the work you are
doing for the Palo Alto community, especially the Black and Brown Report.
I wanted to let you know that we are interested in participating in the Community Circles
recommended in the report.  We would like to participate, not as our own group, but as
participants in other circles. Please let us know what we need to do to make that happen.
Again, thank you for all you are doing to make Palo Alto welcoming and accepting of all its
residents.
Frances Morse, Chair
Channing House Racial and Social Justice Committee
Frances Morse
850 Webster Street, #728
Palo Alto CA, 94301
"History repeats itself. But only if we let it.” Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
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From: Anna Griffin
To: Rosen, Jeff; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Raj Jayadev; Dave Price; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov;

city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Roberta Ahlquist; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed;
Eduardo Guilarte; Taylor, Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; Palo Alto Free Press; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh
Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg
Tanaka; Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean
James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Rebecca Eisenberg; Rodriguez,
Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Aram
James; Anna Griffin

Subject: Human Rights
Date: Sunday, March 28, 2021 1:27:36 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

3-28-2021

To:  DA Jeff Rosen,

Law enforcement officials shall at all times respect, and protect human dignity, maintain and
uphold the human rights of all persons, by serving the community and by protecting all
persons against illegal acts.

The illegal act PAPD Nick Enberg, inflicted on Mr. Joel Alejo, was definitely a violation of
the 8th Amendment prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment "Swift Justice" without
a trial.

With that being said, it is very repulsion that you are not filing criminal charges again against
PAPD agent Nick Enberg, the canine handler who released a vicious dog on a sleeping
innocent man just like the Jim Crow law enforcement official who did so when I was growing
up as a young black woman in segregated Vicksburg, Mississippi--the terror of these vicious
dogs being unleashed on innocent black people in the community never leaves my mind, my
soul, my fear-Post Traumatic Syndrome.

Canines can't put handcuffs on human beings.

Please DA Rosen, file charges against PAPD agent Nick Enberg.  No one is above the law.

Anna Griffin

"An injustice anywhere, is a threat to justice everywhere"
 Rev., Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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On Monday, March 22, 2021, 10:13:28 PM PDT, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


3/22/21
 
To: Elected District Attorney Jeff Rosen, Palo Alto City Council, Mountain
View City Council, and all members of our community
 
From: Aram James
 
Please read the two excellent letters to the editor in today’s (Monday
March 22, 2021) Daily Post, Opinion section page 9.
 
Each letter poignantly describes the vicious canine attack on Joel Domingo
Alejo:
 
Police dog attack 1, by Ethan Young, Stanford
Police Dog attack 2, by Kazuo Yoshimoto, Mountain View



 
Both letters make exceedingly powerful arguments that Palo Alto Police
officer/agent Nick Enberg, the alleged canine handler in Joel Allejo canine
attack, used well beyond excessive force (both letters) and in particular
the letter, Police dog attack 1, by Ethan Young, makes an extremely
powerful case for our elected District Attorney, Jeff Rosen, to file criminal
charges against the alleged canine handler, Palo Alto Police Officer/Agent
Nick Enberg.
 
I’m asking members of the public as well as all members of the Palo Alto
and Mountain View city councils, to review the tapes in this matter, all nine
thus far released. And then, to take action to call or write Mr. Rosen asking
him to file felony charges for assault with a deadly weapon or attempted
murder in the Joel Domingo Alejo case.
 
Similar police initiated canine attacks, across this country, have resulted in
very serious injuries and even death.
 
See in this regard, the yearlong 12 part series titled: Mauled: When police
dogs are weapons, by the Marshall Project, in collaboration with other
media outlets. The series is eye opening to say the least.
 
Aram James
 
 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-
dogs-are-weapons

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


From: John Grecko
To: Viviana.Becerra@asm.ca.gov; maheen.ahmed@asm.ca.gov
Cc: info@aaci.org; info@aacre.org; yapaofficers@gmail.com; aparke@asianlawalliance.org; katherine@asianlawalliance.org; info@sanjosenaacp.org; moore2j@att.net; info@avnaacp.org; naacpla@sbcglobal.net; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; rtran@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; echua@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; kdominguez@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; aphan@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; lstone@scu.edu;

esteinman@scu.edu; ncip@scu.edu; ncip-media@scu.edu; marmstrong@scu.edu; pcain@scu.edu; mwflynn@scu.edu; mrussell@scu.edu; DLSloss@scu.edu; Richard.cohen@splcenter.org; Jim.knoepp@splceter.org; alonzobraggs@yahoo.com; david.gomez@sanjoseca.gov; cassidy.kohl@sanjoseca.gov; District2@sanjoseca.gov; christina.m.ramos@sanjoseca.gov;
district4@sanjoseca.gov; Adan.Lupercio@Sanjoseca.gov; Angel.Madero@Sanjoseca.gov; Louansee.Moua@sanjoseca.gov; district7@sanjoseca.gov; nancy.le@sanjoseca.gov; Camryn.Heinkel@sanjoseca.gov; district10@sanjoseca.gov; Human Relations Commission

Subject: Criminal Justice Reform AB 886
Date: Sunday, March 28, 2021 11:11:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Rob Bunta
California Assemblyman and Attorney General Nominee 

Mr. Bunta,
 

So long as those entrusted with the most authority to enforce the law allow their personal bias and prejudice to influence their decisions to deny equal protection of the law to some people some of the time, then all criminal justice reform is
meaningless. 

Dog Attack Video Alejo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_oX1W6T4Bc

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/03/17/video-body-cam-footage-shows-police-k9-attack-mount-view-man-sleeping-on-his-own-property/

Windshield Smash Video Alvarez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtuIzpMohyA

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/questions-surround-palo-alto-police-officers-use-of-force/153019/

Santa Clara county district attorney Jeff Rosen has stated he's not going to prosecute the officers who assaulted and battered Joel Domingo Alejo even though Rosen is prosecuting Sergeant Wayne benitez for assaulting and battering Alvarez.
DA Rosen stated that former sgt. Benitez violated victim Gustavo Alvarez’s civil rights.
 

If you place the videos of the Alvarez and the Alejo attacks side by side it's clear that the Alejo attack is 10 times more egregious in violating the law and the Constitution than the Alvarez attack.  Even if the officers had encountered the actual suspect
they were looking for its still excessive force according to the law and according to Rosen's own standard, which is proof that DA Rosen’s judgment is being influenced by his personal bias and prejudice.

 

How does DA Rosen justify not prosecuting the officers in the dog mauling attack?

Alejo was not fleeing or resisting when the dog found him, in fact Alejo wasn't even moving and therefore not a threat to the dog or the officers and the dog was wagging his tail in a docile manner until the order to bite was given.
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Alejo was not given an opportunity to obey any commands by the officer and did not threaten or resist or delay the officer in his official capacity yet the officer decided to attack him with a police dog without ever giving him an
opportunity to comply with an order to surrender.
 

If there was no police dog and the officer decided to start hitting the subject with a baton while the subject was still sleeping without giving any opportunity to surrender would you justify the initial strike by the police officer?
 

The cop attacked a man who was sleeping, what is DA Rosen’s legal justification for not prosecuting the officer?
 

At the very least the dog mauling is criminal negligence by attacking and causing harm to an unidentified target, the equivalent of firing a gun into a house hoping to hit a suspect even though there are other people in the house that could be hit who
are not the suspect.

California PC 149.

Every public officer who, under color of authority, without lawful necessity, assaults or beats any person, is punishable by a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section
1170, or by both that fine and imprisonment.
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 15, Sec. 263. (AB 109) Effective April 4, 2011. Operative October 1, 2011, by Sec. 636 of Ch. 15, as amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 39, Sec. 68.)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=149.

ARTICLE V EXECUTIVE [SECTION 1 - SEC. 14]
  ( Article 5 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 1st Ex. Sess. )

SEC. 13.  
Subject to the powers and duties of the Governor, the Attorney General shall be the chief law officer of the State. It shall be the duty of the Attorney General to see that the laws of the State are uniformly and adequately enforced. The Attorney General shall have direct
supervision over every district attorney and sheriff and over such other law enforcement officers as may be designated by law, in all matters pertaining to the duties of their respective offices, and may require any of said officers to make reports concerning the
investigation, detection, prosecution, and punishment of crime in their respective jurisdictions as to the Attorney General may seem advisable. Whenever in the opinion of the Attorney General any law of the State is not being adequately enforced in any county, it
shall be the duty of the Attorney General to prosecute any violations of law of which the superior court shall have jurisdiction, and in such cases the Attorney General shall have all the powers of a district attorney. When required by the public interest or directed by the
Governor, the Attorney General shall assist any district attorney in the discharge of the duties of that office.
(Sec. 13 amended Nov. 5, 1974, by Prop. 11. Res.Ch. 96, 1974.)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%2013.&article=V

Rosen will not prosecute Benitez
 
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/06/14/da-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating/amp/?
amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161075544888&amp_ct=1616107565298&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F06%2F14%2Fda-
wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating%2F
 
 
Rosen will prosecute Benitez
 
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/10/06/retired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault/amp/?
amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161083500911&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F10%2F06%2Fretired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-
assault%2F
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From: Jethroe Moore
To: Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Walter Wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana

Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts;
Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta
Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org;
GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald
Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning
Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly;
Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice
Ventresca; Palo Alto Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to
press charges/fire the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us
how this is not a prosecutable offense when this is the second time this officer has
used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a
warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City
of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of
Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit)
Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly
established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal
warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Shikada, Ed; Lait, Jonathan; Council, City; Minor, Beth; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Alison Cormack; Tom DuBois;

DuBois, Tom; Cormack, Alison; Kou, Lydia; Lydia Kou; Tanaka, Greg; Stone, Greer; Filseth, Eric (external);
Filseth, Eric (Internal); Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Subject: Missing category: Error in Housing Element Working Group Chart
Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 3:33:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi all: 

I am hoping that you can make a correction to the housing element committee applicant chart
available here: https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/80745

When I filled out my application for the housing element workgroup, I selected SPECIAL
NEEDS as one of my categories.  More than anything, this category perhaps has informed my
experience with most public services, as this has been something I, like other special needs
parents, cannot avoid. 

I have a child on the autistic spectrum, and as a parent of an autistic child, I have spent years
advocating on behalf of her and other neurologically diverse individuals in education,
employment, housing, and other life activities. Most of the world - and certainly most of
housing - is not built with the needs of the neurologically diverse community in mind. Failure
to take reasonable accommodations to serve autistic people can result in great hardship and
distress for the impacted neurologically diverse individuals. This is a point of view that is
rarely represented in city planning, even though a surprisingly large percentage of people in
our community has a neurological difference. This housing element committee is a rare
opportunity to serve the needs of a community that includes my 18 year old child, whom I
love and cherish. 

I would be very grateful if you could correct the chart at
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/80745 to reflect that I am a special
needs parent of an autistic young adult. I greatly appreciate your consideration of my
candidacy to this impactful committee.

Thank you, 

Rebecca Eisenberg

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Shikada, Ed; Lait, Jonathan; Council, City; Minor, Beth; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Alison Cormack; Tom DuBois;

DuBois, Tom; Cormack, Alison; Kou, Lydia; Lydia Kou; Tanaka, Greg; Stone, Greer; Filseth, Eric (external);
Filseth, Eric (Internal); Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Subject: Missing category: Error in Housing Element Working Group Chart
Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 3:33:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi all: 

I am hoping that you can make a correction to the housing element committee applicant chart
available here: https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/80745

When I filled out my application for the housing element workgroup, I selected SPECIAL
NEEDS as one of my categories.  More than anything, this category perhaps has informed my
experience with most public services, as this has been something I, like other special needs
parents, cannot avoid. 

I have a child on the autistic spectrum, and as a parent of an autistic child, I have spent years
advocating on behalf of her and other neurologically diverse individuals in education,
employment, housing, and other life activities. Most of the world - and certainly most of
housing - is not built with the needs of the neurologically diverse community in mind. Failure
to take reasonable accommodations to serve autistic people can result in great hardship and
distress for the impacted neurologically diverse individuals. This is a point of view that is
rarely represented in city planning, even though a surprisingly large percentage of people in
our community has a neurological difference. This housing element committee is a rare
opportunity to serve the needs of a community that includes my 18 year old child, whom I
love and cherish. 

I would be very grateful if you could correct the chart at
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/80745 to reflect that I am a special
needs parent of an autistic young adult. I greatly appreciate your consideration of my
candidacy to this impactful committee.

Thank you, 

Rebecca Eisenberg

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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From: Palo Alto Free Press
To: Jethroe Moore
Cc: Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda; abjpd1@gmail.com; Walter Wilson;

Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos;
Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert;
Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh
Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka;
Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James;
Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 9:09:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!  However, your final paragraph
encapsulated the essence of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies
that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the departmental deficiencies that have allowed
these officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:

There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies
that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.
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From: chuck jagoda
To: Aram James
Cc: Palo Alto Free Press; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda;

Walter Wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle
Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; Rebecca
Eisenberg; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov;
city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed;
Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations
Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh Becker; Charisse
Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone;
cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James; Perron, Zachary;
DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Curtis Smolar; Blanca Bosquez; Sandy
Perry-HCA

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 3:17:11 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

A few comments to others interested in the issue of police anti-citizen attacks,
specifically those involving dog damage.

First and simplest solution:  officer financed self-indemnification policies before
hiring.  Not only will instances of discussion fall off immediately, but IF there are any
"unfortunate incidences" as Mayor Tom Du Bois describes Enberg's maliciously
directed dog mauling of Senor Alejo, they will be insured for.

Secondly, is no one concerned with mental health for police officers?  Is there anyone
so naive as to assume that all police, just by the virtue of being hired and empowered
to carry a badge, lots of weaponry, and the knowledge that they can dispense harm,
punishment, or any degree of violence and be pretty darned sure they'll survive the
incident and stay a police officer long enough to accumulate a string of violent outlets-
-does any of that guarantee perfect mental health?  Let me disabuse you of that false
assumption:  police have every tick, quirk, fear, obsession, addiction, personality
disorder, and prejudice you've ever met or heard of.  Some officers have long records
of violent attacks that they've been able to leave behind and go on to another police
job without any worry of his past offenses being considered.

"Recreational rousting" is when the cop is agitated, bored, angry, or sees himself as
being treated disrespectfully.  He/she has to roust a harmless sleepy person and then
can let the person go on about their business and she/he can walk away feeling potent
and in charge. Sometimes the cause of the racing blood pressure before he's even
holstered his coffee and sped to the scene is because of a call of an "officer down." 
Cops may come to work already scared, coffeed up, on guard, on defense, on the
attack.  Or they may get any of those ways because of taunts from a drunken,
homeless, cursing guy they know.  It may not take much to set a cop off.  He may feel
a strong need to protect or bump off a fellow officer.

What you won't find cops doing with guns and violence is giving up either one.  They
are American, after all!  When Australia had a (ONE) mass shooting several years ago,
they all came together and gave up their guns.  Why?  Because the lives of their fellow
Aussies meant more to them than macho pride and the security that insecure men feel
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they get from having a gun at hand.  All kinds of people in all kinds of countries all
over the world do just fine without the wild worship we Americans have for the gun. 
We really think it means something important.  More important than the lives of our
children, people of faith, and those we see as different.

Please count me amongst you-- dog/police violence opponents.

It's quite unAmerican, unjust, and racist.  None of the "unfortunate incidents" being
discussed have "happened" to people on the City Council or develop land or who look
like they could fit in either category.  No, police, no matter how impelled they are to
employ some of their weaponry, manage never to do it to owners of property or who
have white skin or who might have connections to get CASTLE-e-ja to avoid
troublesome laws and regulations.

I recommend strongly having an immediate working group to consider and have
public and public-involved discussions of the place of the police and how to protect
citizens from.

Chuck Jagoda

On Tue, Mar 30, 2021 at 9:37 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
3/30/2021

Hi Palo Alto Free Press:

Your comments: Beautiful! Clear and to the point! If Rosen was prosecuting bad cops on a
routine basis ...like he prosecutes bad community members ....cops would be forced to
discontinue their history of violence, murder and racism. 

When a prosecutor fails to demand equal justice for cops he is complicit in their murder,
violence and racism. 

Jeff Rosen is a very smart man ...and knows what u say and what I say ...to be the truth
....not hyperbole or empty rhetoric. 

He really needs to act on the oath he took: to uphold the Constitution against all enemies
both foreign and domestic.....cops who kill torture and maul our community members with
impunity....are no more and no less than domestic terrorists....who must be punished and
taken off our streets.  

Aram  

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 30, 2021, at 9:09 PM, Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:
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Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!  However, your final
paragraph encapsulated the essence of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first
place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the departmental deficiencies that
have allowed these officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff
Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net>
wrote:

There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the
first place.

-- 
Chuck

mailto:moore2j@att.net


From: Aram James
To: Palo Alto Free Press
Cc: Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda; Walter Wilson; Derek

Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia
Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert;
Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh
Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka;
Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James;
Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 9:37:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

3/30/2021

Hi Palo Alto Free Press:

Your comments: Beautiful! Clear and to the point! If Rosen was prosecuting bad cops on a
routine basis ...like he prosecutes bad community members ....cops would be forced to
discontinue their history of violence, murder and racism. 

When a prosecutor fails to demand equal justice for cops he is complicit in their murder,
violence and racism. 

Jeff Rosen is a very smart man ...and knows what u say and what I say ...to be the truth ....not
hyperbole or empty rhetoric. 

He really needs to act on the oath he took: to uphold the Constitution against all enemies both
foreign and domestic.....cops who kill torture and maul our community members with
impunity....are no more and no less than domestic terrorists....who must be punished and taken
off our streets.  

Aram  

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 30, 2021, at 9:09 PM, Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:


Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!  However, your final
paragraph encapsulated the essence of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first
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place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the departmental deficiencies that
have allowed these officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff
Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net>
wrote:

There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the
first place.



From: Aram James
To: Richard Konda
Cc: Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Jethroe Moore; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Walter Wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Palo Alto Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Charge the Cop, Daily Post, March 31, 2021 by Aram James
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 11:29:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.



 Sent from my iPhone
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On Mar 31, 2021, at 2:37 PM, Richard Konda <sccala@pacbell.net> wrote:


Dear District Attorney Rosen: 
I have been made aware of Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg's use of his dog to bring harm to communities of color.  He should be prosecuted for the use of his dog on a sleeping man.  His
aggressive use of his dog cannot be tolerated.  This is not the first instance that Enberg has used his dog to do harm to a Palo Alto resident. 

We understand the Pastor Jethroe Moore II of the NAACP has requested a meeting with you to further discuss Enberg and we hope that you will honor this request for a meeting.

Sincerely,
Richard Konda 
Executive Director 
Asian Law Alliance 

On Tuesday, March 30, 2021, 12:22:11 PM PDT, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to press charges/fire the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us how this is not a prosecutable offense
when this is the second time this officer has used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel
v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit) Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is
clearly established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-
9 announcement: The court ruled that there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined another light on the systemic failures of
policing in Santa Clara County. There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.



From: V Stinger
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Re: Community Circles
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 8:58:47 AM

Absolutely.  Thank you.

Valerie

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 31, 2021, at 8:53 AM, Human Relations Commission
<hrc@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:


See below.   Can you please get a hold of her.
 
Thanks.
 

<image001.jpg>  

Minka van der Zwaag
Manager, Office of Human Services
4000 Middlefield Rd. T2 | Palo Alto, CA 94303
650-463-4953 | minka.vanderzwaag@cityofpaloalto.org
 

Please think of the environment before printing this email – Thank you
 
 

From: Frances Morse <fkmorse@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, March 28, 2021 10:38 AM
To: Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>
Subject: Community Circles
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be
cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Chair Smith and commission members,
 
I am chair of the Racial and Social Justice Committee at Channing House, a senior
community at 850 Webster Street. Our mission statement states:
 
Formed after the 2020 Black Lives Matter protests, the Racial and Social Justice
Committee (1) offers educational opportunities for conversations about the white
privilege and systemic racism in our country today and throughout its history and (2)
formulates and advocates meaningful and peaceful actions for a more equitable
society and democracy.
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Several of us have been actively following your commission and appreciate the work
you are doing for the Palo Alto community, especially the Black and Brown Report.
 
I wanted to let you know that we are interested in participating in the Community
Circles recommended in the report.  We would like to participate, not as our own
group, but as participants in other circles. Please let us know what we need to do to
make that happen.
 
Again, thank you for all you are doing to make Palo Alto welcoming and accepting of all
its residents.
 
Frances Morse, Chair
Channing House Racial and Social Justice Committee
 
Frances Morse
850 Webster Street, #728
Palo Alto CA, 94301
 
"History repeats itself. But only if we let it.” Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
 

 







From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Fellissa Richard; alphonse9947@gmail.com; Donette; Rebecca Eisenberg; Council,

City; Human Relations Commission; Sunita de Tourreil; Planning Commission; Sunita de Tourreil; ParkRec
Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Jeff Moore; Kaloma Smith; Jeff Rosen

Subject: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 11:00:35 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


With Permission of Anna Griffin I’m posting her open letter to District Attorney
Jeff Rosen re the canine attack on Mr. Joel Alejo. 
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3/30/2021

Hi Palo Alto Free Press:

Your comments: Beautiful! Clear and to the point! If Rosen was
prosecuting bad cops on a routine basis ...like he prosecutes bad
community members ....cops would be forced to discontinue their
history of violence, murder and racism. 



When a prosecutor fails to demand equal justice for cops he is
complicit in their murder, violence and racism. 

Jeff Rosen is a very smart man ...and knows what u say and what I
say ...to be the truth ....not hyperbole or empty rhetoric. 

He really needs to act on the oath he took: to uphold the Constitution
against all enemies both foreign and domestic.....cops who kill torture
and maul our community members with impunity....are no more and
no less than domestic terrorists....who must be punished and taken off
our streets.  

Aram  

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 30, 2021, at 9:09 PM, Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:


Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!
 However, your final paragraph encapsulated the essence
of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to
identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed
these officers to remain on the force in the first
place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the
departmental deficiencies that have allowed these
officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff
Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe
Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:



There is an urgent need to root out and to
identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force
in the first place.



From: Aram James
To: chuck jagoda; Rebecca Eisenberg; Roberta Ahlquist; Human Relations Commission; Jethroe Moore;

paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Donna Wallach
Subject: Pnews] Regarding The Farewell Of Romaine “Chip” Fitzgerald
Date: Friday, April 2, 2021 12:37:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent to me by my friend and freedom fighter extraordinaire Donna Wallach. A story of
institutional cruelty that only drives us harder and more determined to abolish our current
prison and police system in this country. 

Aram

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Prisoner News <ppnews@freedomarchives.org>
Date: Thu, Apr 1, 2021 at 7:23 PM
Subject: [Pnews] Regarding The Farewell Of Romaine “Chip” Fitzgerald
To: 

Regarding The Farewell Of Romaine “Chip”
Fitzgerald
On Behalf Of The Family & Committee To Free Chip

On Sunday, March 28, 2021, at 3:04 p.m., our brother, uncle, cousin, comrade and
friend, Romaine “Chip” Fitzgerald, joined the ancestors. For a week, he lay barely
conscious in a Los Angeles hospital as he struggled to extend his life after
suffering a massive stroke in California’s gulag known as Lancaster. Chip’s
strength and dedication to life remained intact as he defied those doctors who said
he would not make it through the night in the hours after his initial arrival at the
hospital. A stalwart soldier, he fought until his very last breath. Chip died as he
had lived: fighting.

Among the government’s many victims, Romaine “Chip” Fitzgerald was a
member of the Black Panther Party in Los Angeles. Incarcerated since 1969, he
grew old in prison and was disabled many years ago by an earlier, less lethal
stroke. Like millions of Black youth during the sixties, Chip, at the age of 17,
joined the freedom struggle as the social justice movement rapidly expanded to
include massive numbers of urban youth. The government’s conduct towards
Chip proves that important elements of our society are guided by an irrational
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tradition that values vengeance over justice or reconciliation. This failure
demonstrates the nation’s unwillingness to fully acknowledge historic wrongs
perpetrated against Black Americans.

Romaine “Chip” Fitzgerald was a social justice activist and it is inhumane to
imprison activists for 50 years or more, particularly while others convicted of
comparable crimes have served significantly less time. A closer look reveals the
only differences between those serving shorter sentences and those serving longer
ones are the political beliefs and affiliations some had with social justice groups
like the Black Panther Party.

Chip never compromised, though he continued to the end to seek redress for this
egregious wrong by working with his lawyer, family and defense committees to
end his half century nightmare of a slow death behind bars. For us the living,
Chip’s passing is a lesson to keep fighting the good fight. To give when perhaps
it’s hard to give. And to live when perhaps life seems so empty. Chip’s life did
not leave us without a clear message. During his final days in the hospital, the
authorities felt the need to chain and shackle Chip to his bed. Despite the fact that
he was hardly conscious, they saw this demeaning action as necessary. What they
failed to understand is that you can neither jail nor shackle the spirit of liberation.
May we all aspire to leave this same impression of daring to struggle until our last
breath. And may Chip’s stalwart example give us the courage to dare to win.

 

All Power to the People!

Free All Political Prisoners!

A Service is being planned which may be in a month or so due to COVID,
followed by a memorial. We want to also thank the many thousands who put their
voices together to free Brother Chip.

_____________________

Bruce Richard on behalf of the family and Chairman of the Committee to Free
Roamine "Chip" Fitzgerald - brucer@1199.org

Questions and comments may be sent to info@freedomarchives.org

To unsubscribe contact:
http://freedomarchives.org/mailman/options/ppnews_freedomarchives.org

-- 
2 books you must read: 
"Against Our Better Judgement: The hidden history of how the U.S. was
used to create Israel" by Alison Weir
http://www.againstourbetterjudgment.com/
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"State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel" by Thomas Suarez
http://thomassuarez.com/SoT.html

Other important websites to visit
http://www.ifamericansknew.org
http://www.councilforthenationalinterest.org/new/
https://wearenotnumbers.org/

End the Blockade/Siege on Gaza!
Tear down the Apartheid Walls in West Bank & Gaza!
End the War Criminal Israeli collective punishment on the Palestinian
people!
End the illegal Apartheid Israeli Occupation of all of Palestine!
Right to Return to their homes and land in Palestine for all Palestinians!
End all U.S. aid to Israel
Free Palestine! Long Live Palestine!

Support Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) & 
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI) Campaigns!
http://www.bdsmovement.net
http://www.WhoProfits.org
http://www.pacbi.org

Support Solidarity with Gaza Fishers
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/ 
https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://sgf.freedomflotilla.org/category/we-are-not-numbers

Support ISM volunteers in West Bank and Gaza Strip!
http://www.palsolidarity.org

Donna Wallach
cats4jazz@gmail.com
Skype: palestinewillbe
Twitter: @PalestineWillBe
(h) 408-289-1522
(cell) 408-569-6608
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From: Rosen, Jeff
To: moore2j
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; EXT.Richard.Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana

Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts;
Raven Malone; revray; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff
Moore; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org;
GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald
Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning
Commission; ParkRec Commission; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump,
Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Chavez, Cindy; Simitian, Joe;
Ellenberg, Supervisor; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael;
Rodriguez, Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; Michael Gennaco; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Palo Alto
Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Friday, April 2, 2021 1:38:16 PM
Attachments: Letter to Rev. Moore II, President.4-2-2021.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Reverend Moore,
 
I hope you and your family are well.
 
I wish you a Happy Easter.
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
Attached is my response.
 
Sincerely,
 

        
Jeffrey F. Rosen
District Attorney
Santa Clara County
Tel. (408) 792-2855
 
Pronouns: He/Him/His
https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf
 

From: Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>; Boyarsky, Jay <jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
EXT.Richard.Konda <sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter
wilson <walterlwilson@hotmail.com>; Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi
<roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera <mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth
Kamya <ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>; Kyle Dacallos
<kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
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<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>;
Robert Salonga <rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta
Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>;
rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; CityCouncil <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council
<council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin <griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen
<robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada
<ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte <eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia
<CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza <donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human
Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>;
Planning Cmmission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker
<becker.josh@gmail.com>; chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse Domingo
<charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>; Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly
<Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson <Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone
<gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez, Cindy <Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe
<Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg, Supervisor <supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>;
Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>; Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>;
tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>; eric.filseth <eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>;
rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Rodriguez, Miguel <miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul
Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss <Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco
<michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele <james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda
<yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca <patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar <csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
 
Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to
press charges/fire the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us
how this is not a prosecutable offense when this is the second time this officer has
used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a
warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City
of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of
Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit)
Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly
established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal
warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 



Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.

 



From: walter wilson
To: Rosen, Jeff; moore2j
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; EXT.Richard.Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi;

Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven
Malone; revray; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore;
rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-
City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald
Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning
Commission; ParkRec Commission; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump,
Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Chavez, Cindy; Simitian, Joe;
Ellenberg, Supervisor; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael;
Rodriguez, Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; Michael Gennaco; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Palo Alto
Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Friday, April 2, 2021 2:32:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent from Outlook

From: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1:38 PM
To: moore2j <moore2j@att.net>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
EXT.Richard.Konda <sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter
wilson <walterlwilson@hotmail.com>; Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi
<roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera <mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth
Kamya <ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>; Kyle Dacallos
<kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>;
Robert Salonga <rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>; Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore
<moorej@esuhsd.org>; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org <rkonda@asianlawalliance.org>; CityCouncil
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; citycouncil@mountainview.gov
<citycouncil@mountainview.gov>; city.council@menlopark.org <city.council@menlopark.org>; GRP-
City Council <council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin <griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen
<robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada
<ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte <eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia
<CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza <donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human
Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>;
Planning Cmmission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; pat@patburt.org <pat@patburt.org>; Josh Becker
<becker.josh@gmail.com>; chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse Domingo
<charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>; Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly
<Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson <Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone
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<gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez, Cindy <Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe
<Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg, Supervisor <supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>;
Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>; Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>;
tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>; eric.filseth <eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>;
rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org <rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org>; Rodriguez, Miguel
<miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss
<Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco <michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele
<james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda <yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca
<patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar
<csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
 
Dear Reverend Moore,
 
I hope you and your family are well.
 
I wish you a Happy Easter.
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
Attached is my response.
 
Sincerely,
 

        
Jeffrey F. Rosen
District Attorney
Santa Clara County
Tel. (408) 792-2855
 
Pronouns: He/Him/His
https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf
 

From: Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>; Boyarsky, Jay <jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
EXT.Richard.Konda <sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter
wilson <walterlwilson@hotmail.com>; Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi
<roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera <mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth
Kamya <ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>; Kyle Dacallos
<kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>;
Robert Salonga <rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutandequal.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F05%2FPronouns-Guide.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ca18d0e18218d47d020a808d8f6173c4b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637529927096414145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AHR%2BeQqTcQtFURs6Si3zpEUepYzwodSxQPspiAJjyOw%3D&reserved=0


Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>;
rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; CityCouncil <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council
<council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin <griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen
<robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada
<ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte <eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia
<CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza <donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human
Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>;
Planning Cmmission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker
<becker.josh@gmail.com>; chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse Domingo
<charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>; Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly
<Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson <Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady
Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone
<gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez, Cindy <Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe
<Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg, Supervisor <supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>;
Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>; Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>;
tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>; eric.filseth <eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>;
rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Rodriguez, Miguel <miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul
Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss <Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco
<michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele <james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda
<yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca <patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar <csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
 
Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to
press charges/fire the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us
how this is not a prosecutable offense when this is the second time this officer has
used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 
Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a
warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City
of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of
Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit)
Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly
established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal
warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.
Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 
Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that



allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.
 
Are the Officers body worn camera video available for the public to view in
this case?
Walter Wilson



From: Aram James
To: Jeff Rosen
Cc: Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda; Walter Wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 10:48:06 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

With Permission of Anna Griffin I’m posting her open letter to District Attorney Jeff Rosen re the canine attack on Mr. Joel Alejo. 
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3/30/2021

Hi Palo Alto Free Press:

Your comments: Beautiful! Clear and to the point! If Rosen was prosecuting bad cops on a routine basis ...like he prosecutes bad community members ....cops would be forced to discontinue their history of violence,



murder and racism. 

When a prosecutor fails to demand equal justice for cops he is complicit in their murder, violence and racism. 

Jeff Rosen is a very smart man ...and knows what u say and what I say ...to be the truth ....not hyperbole or empty rhetoric. 

He really needs to act on the oath he took: to uphold the Constitution against all enemies both foreign and domestic.....cops who kill torture and maul our community members with impunity....are no more and no less
than domestic terrorists....who must be punished and taken off our streets.  

Aram  

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 30, 2021, at 9:09 PM, Palo Alto Free Press <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:


Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!  However, your final paragraph encapsulated the essence of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the departmental deficiencies that have allowed these officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:

There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.



From: Aram James
To: Jeff Rosen; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; David Angel; Molly; Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed; Binder, Andrew;

Roberta Ahlquist; Jonsen, Robert; Lewis. james
Cc: Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; Richard Konda; Walter Wilson; Derek

Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia
Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Council, City;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert;
Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D.
Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Pat Burt; Josh
Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka;
Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James;
Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 1:52:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Rev Jethroe Moore’s front page story in the Palo Alto Daily Post( Saturday March 27-28
edition): NAACP calls for firing of cop who ordered dog to bite sleeping man: see link to the
article below....

https://padailypost.com/2021/03/28/naacp-calls-for-firing-of-cop-who-ordered-dog-to-bite-
sleeping-man/amp/ Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 30, 2021, at 9:09 PM, Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com


Mr. Moore,

Very well articulated including the referenced case law!  However, your final
paragraph encapsulated the essence of what should occur first...

“There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first
place.”

The person identified, and responsible, for  the departmental deficiencies that
have allowed these officers to remain on the force....is none other then Jeff
Rosen..... 

Sincerely,

Palo Alto Free Press 

Sent from my iPad
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On Mar 30, 2021, at 12:22 PM, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net>
wrote:

There is an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental
deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force in the
first place.



From: Richard Konda
To: Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Jethroe Moore
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Walter Wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael

"mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; Ray
F. Montgomery; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore;
Richard Konda; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council;
Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF
Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec
Commission; Pat Burt; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Molly; Bill Johnson;
Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org; Joe Simitian;
supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Tanner, Rachael; Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Michele; yolanda; Patrice
Ventresca; Palo Alto Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 2:37:05 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear District Attorney Rosen: 
I have been made aware of Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg's use of his dog to
bring harm to communities of color.  He should be prosecuted for the use of his dog
on a sleeping man.  His aggressive use of his dog cannot be tolerated.  This is not the
first instance that Enberg has used his dog to do harm to a Palo Alto resident. 

We understand the Pastor Jethroe Moore II of the NAACP has requested a meeting
with you to further discuss Enberg and we hope that you will honor this request for a
meeting.

Sincerely,
Richard Konda 
Executive Director 
Asian Law Alliance 

On Tuesday, March 30, 2021, 12:22:11 PM PDT, Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to
press charges/fire the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us
how this is not a prosecutable offense when this is the second time this officer has
used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a
warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City
of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of
Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit)
Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly
established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal
warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
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Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.



From: Aram James
To: Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; chuck jagoda; Planning Commission; ParkRec

Commission; Joe Simitian; supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Human Relations
Commission; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Perron, Zachary; Reifschneider, James; mark weiss; Roberta
Ahlquist; Greer Stone; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Kaloma Smith; DuBois, Tom; Raj; Tanner, Rachael

Subject: Rooting out white nationalist from police departments across the country ...pressure grows on police leaders to
scrutinize for white nationalist among the ranks of local law enforcement

Date: Saturday, April 3, 2021 9:14:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
Date: April 3, 2021 at 9:08:25 PM PDT
To: aram james <abjpd1@gmail.com>
Subject: Rooting out white nationalist from police departments across the
country ...pressure grows to

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/04/03/former-utah-police-capitol-
riot/?outputType=amp

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Jonsen, Robert; Perron, Zachary; Binder, Andrew; Tony Dixon; Donald Mendoza; Planning Commission; Council,

City; Human Relations Commission; ParkRec Commission; chuck jagoda; Greer Stone; Roberta Ahlquist; DuBois,
Tom; eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.com; Alison Cormack; Cecilia; mark weiss; Rebecca Eisenberg;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jeff Moore; city.council@menlopark.org

Subject: THE GUARDIAN: Chauvin"s supervisor says there was no justification to keep knee on George Floyd’s neck
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 11:25:30 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Chauvin's supervisor says there was no justification to keep knee on George Floyd’s
neck
Sgt David Pleoger tells trial that Chauvin and the other officers should have stopped using
force once Floyd stopped resisting

Read in The Guardian: https://apple.news/A7UjpQMV6QpSXqhXdBMIkrQ

Shared from Apple News

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Jeff Moore; Raj; Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;

Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; ParkRec Commission; Kaloma Smith; Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen; Sunita de Tourreil; Fellissa
Richard; Joe Simitian; Charisse Domingo; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Dave Price

Subject: Aram’s attorney re compliance on the CPRA request for info on the PAPD canine unit
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 4:09:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Ms. Scheff,

I hope this finds you well. I am writing on behalf of my client Aram
James (cc'd) regarding his CPRA request W002788-022221. Please
direct future communications regarding this matter to me. 

I have reviewed the agency's 3/18/21 response in which it provided
the canine policy and indicated that it would produce additional
responses and records "as they become available." I'm writing to
obtain some clarification. 

As you know, the CPRA requires that an agency, within 10 days,
provide a determination of disclosability and estimated date of
production. Cal. Gov. Code § 6243(c). That time can be extended by
no more than 14 days under certain statutorily identified "special
circumstances." Id. 

I am writing to obtain a determination of disclosability and estimated
date of production with respect to this request. Please confirm which
of the 34 items the City intends to respond to by producing records
and/or information, and which of the requests (if any) the City is
denying based on claim of statutory exemption (with identification of
the claimed exemption). Additionally, please provide an estimated
date when the City will be producing records. If the City will be
producing records on a rolling basis, please respond with the multiple
production dates the City has in mind. 

Please let me know if you need any further information or
clarification related to this request. 

Thank you for your ongoing assistance with this matter. I appreciate
it. 

Best,
Abenicio Cisneros
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CApublicrecordslaw.com
acisneros@CApublicrecordslaw.com
(707) 653-0438

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
The information contained in this communication may contain confidential and/or
privileged information. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others
authorized to receive it. If you are not an intended recipient you must not use, copy,
disclose or take any action based on this message or any information herein. If you
have received this message in error, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-
mail and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation



From: Aram James
To: Greer Stone; Council, City; Rebecca Eisenberg; Dave Price; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

Roberta Ahlquist; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Richard Konda; Raj; Jeff Moore; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com;
Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; DuBois, Tom; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Sunita
de Tourreil; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen; Tanner, Rachael; Charisse Domingo; mark weiss;
griffinam@sbcglobal.net; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump, Molly; Pat Burt; Shikada, Ed; Winter Dellenbach;
Filseth, Eric (Internal); Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Cecilia Taylor; David Moss; David Angel;
Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org; Josh Becker

Subject: Canine issues for this evening study sessions..... some points to consider
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 4:05:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


Back on Feb 22, I sent out an extensive public records act request with approximately 34
questions requests for documents re the current status of the PAPD canine unit. I have filed
numerous CPRA requests over at least a 15 year period with the PAPD.

2. This is the first time I have failed to receive what I believe is appropriate cooperation with
Liz Scheff and the city powers in obtaining the records I’ve requested so I would have the
documents and data to provide, if the information so established, a counter narrative to the
PAPD’s report re the current status of the PAPD’s canine unit. 

3. Interestingly enough the memo from the PAPD for tonight’s study session shows the
information, at least some of it, is apparently available. The report notes that over the last 24
months the PAPD canine unit inflicted bites on 5 occasions. 

4. My request was for data going back 36 months —similar time frame as my 2005 request,
and asked for the number of bites, the extent of the injuries, the cost of hospitalization, and, of
course, the race of those bitten by the canine unit. None of which has been forth coming. And
this is just one issue, the data on the dog bites issue,  I requested ....you will see I’ve asked for
much additional info. 

5. This is the 1st time I felt compelled to hire an attorney who specializes in public records
law. In a subsequent email I will send you the first correspondence between my attorney and
the records department. You are free to share the information or not with anyone you wish. 

6. I have read the Palo Alto canine policy several times .....see Palo Alto canine policy manuel
pages 130-139 ( Policy 318)

7. Similarly I have reviewed the PERF ( Police Executive Research Forum) policy from 2020
pages, approximately 27 pages, several times. 

8. I’m for banning canine units altogether, no reason to hide my position, except for search
and rescue, bomb disclosure and other non apprehension reasons. Absolutely should be
banned to capture and bite alleged criminals. 

9. If the council disagrees I believe the canine policy of the PAPD should be amended to add
policies from the PERF model guidelines to include: point# 20, page 24, of the PERF  report: 

“Canine usage data should be published annually, at a minimum. This may be a part of the
agency’s use-of force report.....Agencies should be transparent with the public by publishing
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their canine units usage statistics. this should include all statistics listed in Recommendation #
17 above. At minimum, agencies should publish these statistics annually in their website.”

10. Finally, I’m hopeful that all members of the Palo Alto City Council, the city manager, and
at least all members of the command staff of the PAPD will review the Marshall
Project ( named afterThurgood Marshall) 
2020 .....12 part series re the epidemic of police canine attacks across this country.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons

Sincerely,

Aram James 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


From: Mike Swenson
To: Viviana.Becerra@asm.ca.gov; maheen.ahmed@asm.ca.gov
Cc: info@aaci.org; info@aacre.org; yapaofficers@gmail.com; aparke@asianlawalliance.org; katherine@asianlawalliance.org; info@sanjosenaacp.org; moore2j@att.net; info@avnaacp.org; naacpla@sbcglobal.net; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; rtran@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; echua@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; kdominguez@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; aphan@ci.milpitas.ca.gov; lstone@scu.edu;

esteinman@scu.edu; ncip@scu.edu; ncip-media@scu.edu; marmstrong@scu.edu; pcain@scu.edu; mwflynn@scu.edu; mrussell@scu.edu; DLSloss@scu.edu; Richard.cohen@splcenter.org; Jim.knoepp@splceter.org; alonzobraggs@yahoo.com; david.gomez@sanjoseca.gov; cassidy.kohl@sanjoseca.gov; District2@sanjoseca.gov; christina.m.ramos@sanjoseca.gov;
district4@sanjoseca.gov; Adan.Lupercio@Sanjoseca.gov; Angel.Madero@Sanjoseca.gov; Louansee.Moua@sanjoseca.gov; district7@sanjoseca.gov; nancy.le@sanjoseca.gov; Camryn.Heinkel@sanjoseca.gov; district10@sanjoseca.gov; Human Relations Commission

Subject: Fw: DA Rosen proves officer used excessive force but refuses to prosecute
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 12:19:32 AM
Attachments: r3.PNG

rosen.PNG
r1.PNG
r2.PNG
r3.PNG
r4.PNG
floyd.PNG

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021, 12:07:14 AM PDT
Subject: DA Rosen proves officer used excessive force but refuses to prosecute

Rob Bunta
California Assemblyman and Attorney General Nominee
Mr. Bunta,
 

DA Jeff Rosen has stated that Palo Alto Police Offirer Enberg did not violate the law when Enberg ordered his dog to attack Alejo.
 

California PC states that “Every public officer who, under color of authority, without lawful necessity, assaults or beats any person,” has violated the law.
 

Yes or No was it a necessity that Officer Enberg order his dog to attack a sleeping suspect in order to apprehend the suspect?
  Keep in mind the actual suspect was apprehended later without incident, without the use of force

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_oX1W6T4Bc

The Dog was waging its tail hovering over the sleeping suspect when Enberg found the suspect and issued the order to bite.  Rosen cannot deny this fact.
 

If Rosen says yes everyone will call him a liar.  If Rosen says no then he has to prosecute.

Rosen attempts to justify the use of force by stating that Alejo kicked the Dog which justified the use of force.
Fact One:  Alejo was sleeping when Enberg ordered the dog to attack and bite.  Alejo did not kick the dog before being attacked before being given an opportunity to follow an order.
Fact Two:  it is a crime to kick a police dog, PC 600.
Fact Three:  kicking the dog would be resisting arrest/obstruction a violation of PC 148

DA Rosen is obligated to charge and prosecute Alejo for the crimes of battery on a police dog and resisting arrest.

Rosen wants it both ways.  The Rule of Law does not allow for having it both ways.
Either Enberg violated the law or Alejo violated the law. 
Pursuant to the Rule of Law Rosen must charge one or the other with a crime. 
An assault and battery took place, this is not an accident.
 

 

The reason why Rosen will not prosecute Alejo is because everyone knows from the video that Alejo was acting is lawful self-defense.
 

Rosen knows Alejo did not commit a crime and therefore knows that officer Enberg must have committed a crime.
 

The reason why Rosen will not prosecute officer Enberg is because he believes the use of force would have been justified against the actual suspect, hence Rosen does not enforce the Rule of Law or uphold the Constitution
because even if it were the actual suspect the use of force would have been excessive.
 

According to DA Rosen's legal logic had George Floyd rolled over and kicked the officers off of him after Ofc. Chauvin kneeled on his neck for 3 minutes Floyd would have been guilty of resisting arrest and battery on a police
officer.

====================

AB 886 Criminal Justice Reform

Press strong <pressstrong@gmail.com> Sun, Mar 28, 10:07 PM (7 days ago)

 

 
to Viviana.Becerra, maheen.ahmed, leandra.mekata, Edwin.Saucedo, Jordan.Panana-Carbajal, Freddie.Quintana, Christine.Aurre, Brandy.Chappell, cynthia.alvarez, Jim.Evans, Jessica.Bartholow, Richard.Stapler, Annie.Chou, Gustavo.Arroyo, Krista.Pfefferkorn, sue.

 Rob Bunta

California Assemblyman and Attorney General Nominee

Mr. Bunta,
 

So long as those entrusted with the most authority to enforce the law allow their personal bias and prejudice to influence their decisions to deny equal protection of the law to some people some of the time, then all criminal justice
reform is meaningless. 
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Dog Attack Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_oX1W6T4Bc

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/03/17/video-body-cam-footage-shows-police-k9-attack-mount-view-man-sleeping-on-his-own-property/

 

Windshield Smash
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtuIzpMohyA

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/questions-surround-palo-alto-police-officers-use-of-force/153019/

 

 

 

Santa Clara county district attorney Jeff Rosen has stated he's not going to prosecute the officers who assaulted and battered Joel Domingo Alejo even though Rosen is prosecuting Sergeant Wayne benitez for assaulting and
battering Alvarez.

DA Rosen stated that former sgt. Benitez violated victim Gustavo Alvarez’s civil rights.
 

If you place the videos of the Alvarez and the Alejo attacks side by side it's clear that the Alejo attack is 10 times more egregious in violating the law and the Constitution than the Alvarez attack.  Even if the officers had
encountered the actual suspect they were looking for its still excessive force according to the law and according to Rosen's own standard, which is proof that DA Rosen’s judgment is being influenced by his personal
bias and prejudice.
 

How does DA Rosen justify not prosecuting the officers in the dog mauling attack?
 

Alejo was not fleeing or resisting when the dog found him, in fact Alejo wasn't even moving and therefore not a threat to the dog or the officers and the dog was wagging his tail in a docile manner until the order to bite was given.
 

Alejo was not given an opportunity to obey any commands by the officer and did not threaten or resist or delay the officer in his official capacity yet the officer decided to attack him with a police dog without ever giving him an opportunity to comply
with an order to surrender.
 

If there was no police dog and the officer decided to start hitting the subject with a baton while the subject was still sleeping without giving any opportunity to surrender would you justify the initial strike by the police officer?
 

The cop attacked a man who was sleeping, what is DA Rosen’s legal justification for not prosecuting the officer?
 

At the very least the dog mauling is criminal negligence by attacking and causing harm to an unidentified target, the equivalent of firing a gun into a house hoping to hit a suspect even though there are other people in the house
that could be hit who are not the suspect.
 

California PC 149.

Every public officer who, under color of authority, without lawful necessity, assaults or beats any person, is punishable by a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section
1170, or by both that fine and imprisonment.
(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 15, Sec. 263. (AB 109) Effective April 4, 2011. Operative October 1, 2011, by Sec. 636 of Ch. 15, as amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 39, Sec. 68.)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=149.

 

ARTICLE V EXECUTIVE [SECTION 1 - SEC. 14]
  ( Article 5 added Nov. 8, 1966, by Prop. 1-a. Res.Ch. 139, 1966 1st Ex. Sess. )

SEC. 13.  
Subject to the powers and duties of the Governor, the Attorney General shall be the chief law officer of the State. It shall be the duty of the Attorney General to see that the laws of the State are uniformly and adequately enforced. The Attorney General shall have direct
supervision over every district attorney and sheriff and over such other law enforcement officers as may be designated by law, in all matters pertaining to the duties of their respective offices, and may require any of said officers to make reports concerning the
investigation, detection, prosecution, and punishment of crime in their respective jurisdictions as to the Attorney General may seem advisable. Whenever in the opinion of the Attorney General any law of the State is not being adequately enforced in any county, it
shall be the duty of the Attorney General to prosecute any violations of law of which the superior court shall have jurisdiction, and in such cases the Attorney General shall have all the powers of a district attorney. When required by the public interest or directed by the
Governor, the Attorney General shall assist any district attorney in the discharge of the duties of that office.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_oX1W6T4Bc
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/03/17/video-body-cam-footage-shows-police-k9-attack-mount-view-man-sleeping-on-his-own-property/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtuIzpMohyA
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/questions-surround-palo-alto-police-officers-use-of-force/153019/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=149


(Sec. 13 amended Nov. 5, 1974, by Prop. 11. Res.Ch. 96, 1974.)

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%2013.&article=V
 
 
Rosen will not prosecute Benitez
 
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/06/14/da-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating/amp/?
amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161075544888&amp_ct=1616107565298&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F06%2F14%2Fda-
wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating%2F
 
 
Rosen will prosecute Benitez
 
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/10/06/retired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault/amp/?
amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161083500911&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F10%2F06%2Fretired-palo-alto-police-
sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault%2F
 
 
 
Tony Ciampi
 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%2013.&article=V
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/06/14/da-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating/amp/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161075544888&amp_ct=1616107565298&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F06%2F14%2Fda-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating%2F
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/06/14/da-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating/amp/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161075544888&amp_ct=1616107565298&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F06%2F14%2Fda-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating%2F
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/06/14/da-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating/amp/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161075544888&amp_ct=1616107565298&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F06%2F14%2Fda-wont-charge-ex-cop-in-videotaped-beating%2F
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/10/06/retired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault/amp/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161083500911&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F10%2F06%2Fretired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault%2F
https://padailypost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/padailypost.com/2020/10/06/retired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault/amp/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQHKAFQArABIA%3D%3D#aoh=16161083500911&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fpadailypost.com%2F2020%2F10%2F06%2Fretired-palo-alto-police-sergeant-wayne-benitez-charged-with-assault%2F


 
 
 
 
 
  

 
April 4, 2021 
 
Jeff Rosen DA of Santa Clara County                                                                                                                                    
West Wing, 70 W Hedding St, San Jose, CA 95110 
 
Re; Meeting Request 
 
Dear Mr. Rosen:  
 
A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging decision in the Alejo case. 
The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for 20 
million dollars with the city of Mountain View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered the 
complaint and then acted to expose the attack. 
 
The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of the incident from both 
involved police departments(PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments delayed release of the video footage in violation 
of the CPRA (California Public Records Act).  Your office had the opportunity to review the video footage and the 
law enforcement version of the incident before the public even heard of the canine attack. 
 
Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and your office had 
already decided Not to file charges long before the community even knew of this incident (all done behind closed 
doors and with the hope the public would never even know the incident occurred). (As an aside, this secrecy and 
lack of transparency by your office is counter to your prior promises to be a forwarding thinking and transparent 
public official. Your apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter buried is not acceptable and must not 
be repeated.)  
 
We still demand a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we view the video footage, 
the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo deserved what he got because his first reaction to 
being awaken by an unknown animal was to try to get the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some 
plausible argument that a first bite of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and 
constitute excessive force. 
 
In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to the court a tailored, to 
the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example: 
 
If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing the dog on the victim, but subsequently 
allowed the canine to inflict injury beyond what was necessary to detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary and 
gratuitous pain and injury) you can still convict officer Enberg with assault & battery, assault & battery under color of 
authority and other related crimes. 
 
Similarly, the jury could be instructed as follows: 
 
If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on video footage were setting up a defense for 
their conduct, knowing they were being recorded, by repeatedly saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can 
infer that the officer or officers had a consciousness of guilty regarding the conduct they were engaged in and you 
may consider this evidence in determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this matter. 

SAN JOSE/SILICON VALLEY BRANCH OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

1313 North Milpitas Blvd Suite #163, Milpitas, CA 95035   
Phone 408-991-4610 

 



 
We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the video footage, and other 
evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of 12 members of our diverse community could in fact 
return a verdict of guilty in this case. 
 
The police earn public support by respecting community principles. Winning public approval requires hard work to 
build reputation: enforcing the laws impartially, hiring officers who represent and understand the community, and 
using force only as a last resort. Not the District Attorney, He is voted on by the people and when he fails, he 
will be voted out by the people.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Pastor Jethroe Moore II, President  

  
 

Website: http://www.sanjosenaacp.org   Email: sjnaacp@sanjosenaacp.org 



From: chuck jagoda
To: Jethroe Moore
Cc: Rosen, Jeff; William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; EXT.Richard.Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson; Derek

Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia
Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; revray; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta
Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov;
city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed;
Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations
Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker; Charisse
Domingo; Stump, Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Chavez,
Cindy; Simitian, Joe; Ellenberg, Supervisor; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Tanner, Rachael; Rodriguez, Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; Michael Gennaco; Michele; yolanda; Patrice
Ventresca; Palo Alto Free Press; Curtis Smolar; Blanca Bosquez; Gregorio, Rose

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Sunday, April 4, 2021 2:09:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Happy Easter and Passover to All!

Thank you for responding DA Rosen.  Thank you for the Peel Principles Rev. Moore.

There's a definite trend or obvious pattern to the events so far.  Too often in the past
and in this case, there appears to be a strongly held belief in the values of obfuscation,
hiding, covering up.  As we know from Watergate and other political disasters, the
cover up can get you in more trouble than what you're covering up.

In Palo Alto, police have not been forthcoming about complaints of police abuse of
civilians.  Two obvious examples:  the surveillance camera outside Happy Donuts
disagreed quite a bit with the offending officer's initial much less self-incriminating
written report.  This disagreement would suggest that the officer lied.  The second
example is in this very case:  Officer Enberge clumsily added two "stop resisting"
commands to Senor Alejo at the end of his commanding the dog to bite several times. 
There may be other explanations for those additions, but the obvious interpretation is
the officer was trying to paint his attack activities as responses to Senor Aleho's
resisting the officers (which there seems to be no evidence of).  In other words, with
his words, he was trying to immunize himself from actions he recognized as illegal
and indefensible.  Police know their attacks are wrong, illegal, and indensible

In taking so long to admit to the existence of the problem, taking no action to question
or respond to the attack actions of Officer Enberg in this instance or the attack on the
high school student when he was also the controlling officer, the length of time for the
DA to respond, and the decision NOT to prosecute are all consistent with a philosophy
of denial, silence, and waiting for it all to go away.  That's been the story in this and
ALL cases where police have attacked civilians without justifiable cause in the city of
Palo Alto.

I suggest if any of the slow-to-respond institutions (PAPD, SCCDA) would really like
to change their image and the way we all look at them, they need to take remedial and
communication actions immediately.  Police-- charge officers like Enberg who commit
repeated acts of attack.  Don't prejudge the futility of prosecution, DA Rosen-- DO
your job, bring the charges, and let the court do its job.
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Thank you,

Chuck Jagoda  

On Sun, Apr 4, 2021 at 11:40 AM Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> wrote:
April 4, 2021
 
Jeff Rosen DA of Santa Clara County                                                                                       
                                                                                              West Wing, 70 W Hedding St,
San Jose, CA 95110
 
Re; Meeting Request
 
Dear Mr. Rosen:
 
A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging
decision in the Alejo case. The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it
occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for 20 million dollars with the city of Mountain
View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered the complaint and then
acted to expose the attack.
 
The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of
the incident from both involved police departments(PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments
delayed release of the video footage in violation of the CPRA (California Public Records
Act).  Your office had the opportunity to review the video footage and the law enforcement
version of the incident before the public even heard of the canine attack.
 
Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and
your office had already decided Not to file charges long before the community even knew of
this incident (all done behind closed doors and with the hope the public would never even
know the incident occurred). (As an aside, this secrecy and lack of transparency by your
office is counter to your prior promises to be a forwarding thinking and transparent public
official. Your apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter buried is not
acceptable and must not be repeated.)
 
We still demand a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we
view the video footage, the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo
deserved what he got because his first reaction to being awaken by an unknown animal was
to try to get the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some plausible argument
that a first bite of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and
constitute excessive force.
 
In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to
the court a tailored, to the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example:
 
If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing the dog on the
victim, but subsequently allowed the canine to inflict injury beyond what was necessary to
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detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary and gratuitous pain and injury) you can still
convict officer Enberg with assault & battery, assault & battery under color of authority and
other related crimes.
 
Similarly, the jury could be instructed as follows:
 
If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on video footage were
setting up a defense for their conduct, knowing they were being recorded, by repeatedly
saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can infer that the officer or officers had a
consciousness of guilty regarding the conduct they were engaged in and you may consider
this evidence in determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this
matter.
 
 
 
We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the
video footage, and other evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of 12
members of our diverse community could in fact return a verdict of guilty in this case.
 
The police earn public support by respecting community principles. Winning public approval
requires hard work to build reputation: enforcing the laws impartially, hiring officers who
represent and understand the community, and using force only as a last resort. Not the
District Attorney, He is voted on by the people and when he fails, he will be voted out by the
people.
 
Sincerely,

The Nine Principles of Sir Robert Peel
Sir Robert Peel was instrumental in having the Act for Improving the Police in and Near the Metropolis (the
Metropolitan Police Act) passed in the English Parliament in 1829. Peel had a specific vision as to the
principles under which the police should operate. The nine principles that he penned nearly 200 years ago
are just as important to proper police operations today as they were in early nineteenth-century London.

1. The basic mission for which the police exist is to prevent crime and disorder.

The ability of the police to perform their duties depends on public
approval of police actions.

Police must secure the willing cooperation of the public in
voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain
the respect of the public.

The degree of cooperation of the public that can be secured



diminishes proportionately to the necessity to use physical force.

Police seek and preserve public favor not by catering to public
opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial
service to the law.

Police use of physical force to the extent necessary to secure
observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise
of persuasion, advise and warning is found to be insufficient.

Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public
that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the
public and the public are the police, the police being only
members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to
duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of
community welfare and existence.

Police should always direct their attention strictly towards their
functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary.

The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder,
not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it.

On Friday, April 2, 2021, 01:38:13 PM PDT, Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org> wrote:

Dear Reverend Moore,

 

I hope you and your family are well.

 

I wish you a Happy Easter.

 

Thank you for your email. 
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Attached is my response.

 

Sincerely,

 

        

Jeffrey F. Rosen

District Attorney

Santa Clara County

Tel. (408) 792-2855

 

Pronouns: He/Him/His

https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf

 

From: Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>; Boyarsky, Jay <jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
EXT.Richard.Konda <sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson
<walterlwilson@hotmail.com>; Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi
<roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera <mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth Kamya
<ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>; Kyle Dacallos
<kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>;
Robert Salonga <rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta
Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>;
rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; CityCouncil <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council
<council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin <griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen
<robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada
<ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte <eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia
<CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza <donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human
Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>;
Planning Cmmission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission
<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse Domingo <charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly <Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson
<Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg
Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez, Cindy
<Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe <Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg,
Supervisor <supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>; Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>;
Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>; tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>;
eric.filseth <eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Rodriguez, Miguel
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<miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss
<Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco <michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele
<james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda <yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca
<patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar
<csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use

 

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to press charges/fire
the Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us how this is not
a prosecutable offense when this is the second time this officer has used his K9 to
being harm to the communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects
a warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v.
City of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v.
City of Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th
Circuit) Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is
clearly established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a
verbal warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.

 

-- 
Chuck
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Dave Price;

kmartin@padailypost.com; Greer Stone; Pat Burt; Jonsen, Robert; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission;
Roberta Ahlquist; Kaloma Smith; Raj; Jeff Moore; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Joe Simitian; Emily Mibach;
DuBois, Tom; Raven Malone; Sunita de Tourreil; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jeff Rosen; Tanner,
Rachael; mark weiss; Greg Tanaka; Kou, Lydia; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed; Filseth, Eric
(Internal); Winter Dellenbach; chuck jagoda; Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; David Angel;
griffinam@sbcglobal.net; Cecilia Taylor; Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org; Lewis james; Josh Becker

Subject: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current
interview -interrogation protocol is located ?

Date: Sunday, April 4, 2021 10:46:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04

Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief)
Hope you are doing well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not locate ...I’m
sure it is there —-current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects.

Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:

1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations?

2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations ....that take place
off the camera before a taped interview proceeds?

3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done in-house or using the old school tactics taught by
InBau and Reed? ( see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have the 4th edition...may be a later
ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E. Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C. Jayne

4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer Natasha Powers —
case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or training?

****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re how not to
conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely confessed. Many years later
the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal rape of a 94 years woman living at the Palo
Alto Commons at the time of the rape.

5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to crime suspects
in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation policies that prohibit  officers
from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question at # 6.

6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can lie? Prohibited?
Some gray area in between?

7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics?

8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD engaged in
impermissible interrogation tactics?

9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation tactics used by the
PAPD.
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Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.

Best regards,

Aram James

P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late notice re my
interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s study session..... I will CC my
e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties.



From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Aram James; Council, City
Cc: Greer Stone; Dave Price; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; chuck jagoda;

Richard Konda; Raj; Jeff Moore; Mark Petersen-Perez; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; DuBois, Tom; WILPF
Peninsula Palo Alto; Binder, Andrew; Sunita de Tourreil; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen; Tanner, Rachael; Charisse
Domingo; mark weiss; Anna Griffin; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump, Molly; Pat Burt; Shikada, Ed; Winter
Dellenbach; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Cecilia Taylor; David Moss;
David Angel; O"Neal, Molly; Josh Becker

Subject: Mr. Jonsen"s deceptive remarks regarding police radio transmissions
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 6:25:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

All: 

I am an attorney who, having spent more than 2 decades at financial technology companies
(PayPal, Vouch Financial, Trulia), has expertise and experience in privacy laws, regulations,
policies, and best practices. Additionally, I come from an immigrant Jewish family that relied
on police scanners for protection against police brutality decades ago in mostly-minority
neighborhoods in Milwaukee. Accordingly, I take the fundamental right of the people and
press to access police radio transmissions very seriously. 

Mr. Jonsen is misleading the City Council and the community through claiming that there are
"no options" other than encryption of radio communications.

Since the beginning of police radio, there has *never* been a compelling reason to share PII
(personally identifiable information) by radio, which is why such transmission for the most
part has not been done. For anyone who has spent time listening to police radio like I have, it
is obvious that specific data like numbers, dates, the reason for that is obvious: scanners are
largely used to send the police to locations, not to give DL numbers and criminal histories, and
there has never been any reason to share PII or criminal histories by radio. It should require no
effort to eliminate a practice that never had reason to exist.

As to the reference to DOJ rules, Jonsen misstates these as well. The DOJ mandates
encryption of PII if shared and it actually recommends the easier solution of **not sharing
PII* to the less-recommended solution of encryption. There is no requirement of contacting
the DOJ to obtain permission if the PAPD goes back to the normal state of never transmitting
personal information by radio. 

In these ways (and many others), Jonsen is misstating the law and facts.  Palo Alto deserves
transparency and truth. Jonsen came to the PAPD with a marred history in his previous roles,
and since he was hired as the head of the PAPD, the PAPD has declined in transparency and
accountability, while it increased in terms of cases of police brutality and concealment. Jonsen
has moved the PAPD in the wrong direction and continues to do so.

While I greatly appreciate the words of certain members of the City Council - particularly
Greer Stone - in pointing out the inconsistencies and potential problems in the statements
made by Jonsen - these words will not matter unless and until the Palo Alto City Council
exercises its right and obligation to take control of the PAPD, demand accountability,
eliminate immunity, and require transparency of its actions to our community and press. 

Best, 
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Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 4:05 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

Back on Feb 22, I sent out an extensive public records act request with approximately 34
questions requests for documents re the current status of the PAPD canine unit. I have filed
numerous CPRA requests over at least a 15 year period with the PAPD.

2. This is the first time I have failed to receive what I believe is appropriate cooperation with
Liz Scheff and the city powers in obtaining the records I’ve requested so I would have the
documents and data to provide, if the information so established, a counter narrative to the
PAPD’s report re the current status of the PAPD’s canine unit. 

3. Interestingly enough the memo from the PAPD for tonight’s study session shows the
information, at least some of it, is apparently available. The report notes that over the last 24
months the PAPD canine unit inflicted bites on 5 occasions. 

4. My request was for data going back 36 months —similar time frame as my 2005 request,
and asked for the number of bites, the extent of the injuries, the cost of hospitalization, and,
of course, the race of those bitten by the canine unit. None of which has been forth coming.
And this is just one issue, the data on the dog bites issue,  I requested ....you will see I’ve
asked for much additional info. 

5. This is the 1st time I felt compelled to hire an attorney who specializes in public records
law. In a subsequent email I will send you the first correspondence between my attorney and
the records department. You are free to share the information or not with anyone you wish. 

6. I have read the Palo Alto canine policy several times .....see Palo Alto canine policy
manuel pages 130-139 ( Policy 318)

7. Similarly I have reviewed the PERF ( Police Executive Research Forum) policy from
2020 pages, approximately 27 pages, several times. 

8. I’m for banning canine units altogether, no reason to hide my position, except for search
and rescue, bomb disclosure and other non apprehension reasons. Absolutely should be
banned to capture and bite alleged criminals. 

9. If the council disagrees I believe the canine policy of the PAPD should be amended to add
policies from the PERF model guidelines to include: point# 20, page 24, of the PERF
 report: 

“Canine usage data should be published annually, at a minimum. This may be a part of the

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com


agency’s use-of force report.....Agencies should be transparent with the public by publishing
their canine units usage statistics. this should include all statistics listed in Recommendation
# 17 above. At minimum, agencies should publish these statistics annually in their website.”

10. Finally, I’m hopeful that all members of the Palo Alto City Council, the city manager,
and at least all members of the command staff of the PAPD will review the Marshall
Project ( named afterThurgood Marshall) 
2020 .....12 part series re the epidemic of police canine attacks across this country.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons

Sincerely,

Aram James 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


From: Jethroe Moore
To: Rosen, Jeff
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; EXT.Richard.Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana

Marachi; Micael "mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts;
Raven Malone; revray; Khalid White; Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff
Moore; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org;
GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew; Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald
Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning
Commission; ParkRec Commission; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse Domingo; Stump,
Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Chavez, Cindy; Simitian, Joe;
Ellenberg, Supervisor; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael;
Rodriguez, Miguel; Bains, Paul; mark weiss; Michael Gennaco; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Palo Alto
Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use
Date: Sunday, April 4, 2021 11:40:49 AM
Attachments: meeting request.doc

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

April 4, 2021
 
Jeff Rosen DA of Santa Clara County                                                                                           
                                                                                          West Wing, 70 W Hedding St, San
Jose, CA 95110
 
Re; Meeting Request
 
Dear Mr. Rosen:
 
A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging
decision in the Alejo case. The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it
occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for 20 million dollars with the city of Mountain
View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered the complaint and then
acted to expose the attack.
 
The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of the
incident from both involved police departments(PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments delayed
release of the video footage in violation of the CPRA (California Public Records Act).  Your
office had the opportunity to review the video footage and the law enforcement version of the
incident before the public even heard of the canine attack.
 
Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and
your office had already decided Not to file charges long before the community even knew of
this incident (all done behind closed doors and with the hope the public would never even know
the incident occurred). (As an aside, this secrecy and lack of transparency by your office is
counter to your prior promises to be a forwarding thinking and transparent public official. Your
apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter buried is not acceptable and must not
be repeated.)
 
We still demand a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we
view the video footage, the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo deserved
what he got because his first reaction to being awaken by an unknown animal was to try to get
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April 4, 2021


Jeff Rosen DA of Santa Clara County                                                                                                                                    West Wing, 70 W Hedding St, San Jose, CA 95110

Re; Meeting Request


Dear Mr. Rosen: 


A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging decision in the Alejo case. The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for 20 million dollars with the city of Mountain View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered the complaint and then acted to expose the attack.


The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of the incident from both involved police departments(PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments delayed release of the video footage in violation of the CPRA (California Public Records Act).  Your office had the opportunity to review the video footage and the law enforcement version of the incident before the public even heard of the canine attack.


Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and your office had already decided Not to file charges long before the community even knew of this incident (all done behind closed doors and with the hope the public would never even know the incident occurred). (As an aside, this secrecy and lack of transparency by your office is counter to your prior promises to be a forwarding thinking and transparent public official. Your apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter buried is not acceptable and must not be repeated.) 


We still demand a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we view the video footage, the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo deserved what he got because his first reaction to being awaken by an unknown animal was to try to get the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some plausible argument that a first bite of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and constitute excessive force.


In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to the court a tailored, to the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example:


If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing the dog on the victim, but subsequently allowed the canine to inflict injury beyond what was necessary to detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary and gratuitous pain and injury) you can still convict officer Enberg with assault & battery, assault & battery under color of authority and other related crimes.


Similarly, the jury could be instructed as follows:


If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on video footage were setting up a defense for their conduct, knowing they were being recorded, by repeatedly saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can infer that the officer or officers had a consciousness of guilty regarding the conduct they were engaged in and you may consider this evidence in determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this matter.


We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the video footage, and other evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of 12 members of our diverse community could in fact return a verdict of guilty in this case.

The police earn public support by respecting community principles. Winning public approval requires hard work to build reputation: enforcing the laws impartially, hiring officers who represent and understand the community, and using force only as a last resort. Not the District Attorney, He is voted on by the people and when he fails, he will be voted out by the people. 

Sincerely,




Pastor Jethroe Moore II, President 

San Jose/Silicon Valley Branch of The


National Association For The Advancement of Colored People


1313 North Milpitas Blvd Suite #163, Milpitas, CA 95035  


Phone 408-991-4610
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the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some plausible argument that a first bite
of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and constitute
excessive force.
 
In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to the
court a tailored, to the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example:
 
If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing the dog on the
victim, but subsequently allowed the canine to inflict injury beyond what was necessary to
detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary and gratuitous pain and injury) you can still
convict officer Enberg with assault & battery, assault & battery under color of authority and
other related crimes.
 
Similarly, the jury could be instructed as follows:
 
If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on video footage were
setting up a defense for their conduct, knowing they were being recorded, by repeatedly
saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can infer that the officer or officers had a
consciousness of guilty regarding the conduct they were engaged in and you may consider this
evidence in determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this matter.
 
 
 
We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the video
footage, and other evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of 12 members of
our diverse community could in fact return a verdict of guilty in this case.
 
The police earn public support by respecting community principles. Winning public approval
requires hard work to build reputation: enforcing the laws impartially, hiring officers who
represent and understand the community, and using force only as a last resort. Not the District
Attorney, He is voted on by the people and when he fails, he will be voted out by the people.
 
Sincerely,

The Nine Principles of Sir Robert Peel
Sir Robert Peel was instrumental in having the Act for Improving the Police in and Near the Metropolis (the
Metropolitan Police Act) passed in the English Parliament in 1829. Peel had a specific vision as to the
principles under which the police should operate. The nine principles that he penned nearly 200 years ago
are just as important to proper police operations today as they were in early nineteenth-century London.

1. The basic mission for which the police exist is to prevent crime and disorder.

The ability of the police to perform their duties depends on public
approval of police actions.



Police must secure the willing cooperation of the public in
voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain
the respect of the public.

The degree of cooperation of the public that can be secured
diminishes proportionately to the necessity to use physical force.

Police seek and preserve public favor not by catering to public
opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial service
to the law.

Police use of physical force to the extent necessary to secure
observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise of
persuasion, advise and warning is found to be insufficient.

Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public
that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the
public and the public are the police, the police being only members
of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties
which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of
community welfare and existence.

Police should always direct their attention strictly towards their
functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary.

The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder,
not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it.

On Friday, April 2, 2021, 01:38:13 PM PDT, Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org> wrote:

Dear Reverend Moore,

 

I hope you and your family are well.



 

I wish you a Happy Easter.

 

Thank you for your email. 

 

Attached is my response.

 

Sincerely,

 

        

Jeffrey F. Rosen

District Attorney

Santa Clara County

Tel. (408) 792-2855

 

Pronouns: He/Him/His

https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf

 

From: Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>; Boyarsky, Jay <jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
EXT.Richard.Konda <sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson
<walterlwilson@hotmail.com>; Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi
<roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera <mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth Kamya
<ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>; Kyle Dacallos
<kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>;
Robert Salonga <rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org;
CityCouncil <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; citycouncil@mountainview.gov;
city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council <council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin
<griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen <robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew
<Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada <ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte
<eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia <CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza
<donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>;
Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>; Planning Cmmission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission

https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf


<parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse Domingo <charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>;
Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly <Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson
<Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady Sheyner <gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg
Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez, Cindy
<Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe <Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg, Supervisor
<supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>; Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>; Perron,
Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>; tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>; eric.filseth
<eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Rodriguez, Miguel
<miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss
<Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco <michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele
<james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda <yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca
<patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar
<csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use

 

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to press charges/fire the
Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us how this is not a prosecutable
offense when this is the second time this officer has used his K9 to being harm to the
communities of color.  Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a
warning prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City
of Tulsa (10th Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of
Covina (9th Circuit), and Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit)
Court's findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly
established that it is unreasonable for a police officer to fail to give a verbal
warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn
Park (MN, 8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's
findings and rulings pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that
there was clearly established case law that failing to give a warning before
releasing police dog to bite and hold is unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a
sleeping man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined
another light on the systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is
an urgent need to root out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that
allowed these officers to remain on the force in the first place.

 



From: Palo Alto Free Press
To: Aram James
Cc: Binder, Andrew; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Dave Price; kmartin@padailypost.com; Greer Stone; Pat

Burt; Jonsen, Robert; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Kaloma Smith; Raj; Jeff Moore; Joe Simitian; Emily
Mibach; DuBois, Tom; Raven Malone; Sunita de Tourreil; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jeff Rosen; Tanner, Rachael; mark weiss; Greg
Tanaka; Kou, Lydia; Charisse Domingo; Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Winter Dellenbach; chuck jagoda; Cormack,
Alison; Perron, Zachary; David Angel; griffinam@sbcglobal.net; Cecilia Taylor; Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org; Lewis james; Josh Becker

Subject: Re: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current interview -interrogation
protocol is located ?

Date: Sunday, April 4, 2021 11:56:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Aram,

Related to question #4 and for those who would be interested  in what the  PAPD interview / interrogation room
looks like.   BTW first time published photo.
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The PAPD tactics are are very well known and consist of the following:

"In most instances these interrogations, particularly of the suspect, must be
conducted under conditions of privacy and for a reasonable period of time. 

They also frequently require the use of psychological tactics and
techniques that could well be classified as "unethical," if evaluated in terms
of ordinary, everyday social behavior".  
Fred E. InBau and John E. Reid sum up the behavior of the PAPD investigation team rather nicely...... Unethical 

Another PAPD infamous case, David Carlson 

https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Child-molestation-charges-dismissed-in-Palo-Alto-2878276.php

In this case the PAPD lied saying they has physical proof as evidence.....proving his quilt....

I don’t believe the PAPD has changed any of it’s modus operandi past or current.... I would suspect the tempering
of evidence would go hand in hand with current events as well.....

Best,

Palo Alto Free Press

Sent from my iPad

https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Child-molestation-charges-dismissed-in-Palo-Alto-2878276.php


On Apr 4, 2021, at 10:46 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04

Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief) 
Hope you are doing well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not
locate ...I’m sure it is there —-current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects. 

Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:

1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations? 

2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations
....that take place off the camera before a taped interview proceeds? 

3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done in-house or using the old school
tactics taught by InBau and Reed? ( see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have
the 4th edition...may be a later ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E. Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C.
Jayne 

4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer
Natasha Powers —case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or
training? 

****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re
how not to conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely
confessed. Many years later the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal
rape of a 94 years woman living at the Palo Alto Commons at the time of the rape. 

5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to
crime suspects in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation
policies that prohibit  officers from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question
at # 6. 

6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can
lie? Prohibited? Some gray area in between? 

7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics? 

8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD
engaged in impermissible interrogation tactics?  

9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation
tactics used by the PAPD. 

Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.

Best regards,

Aram James

P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late
notice re my interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s
study session..... I will CC my e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties. 



From: Aram James
To: Pat Burt; Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom; Greg Tanaka; Kou, Lydia; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Stump, Molly; Stump,

Molly; Dave Price; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Shikada, Ed; Rebecca Eisenberg
Subject: ( you are right) ......keep pushing for a broader group to pick from u are absolutely right ......
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 11:07:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> 1. How many African Americans?
> 2. How many unhoused members?
> 3. How many renters?
> 4. How many folks live from pay check to pay check?
> 5. Income diversity?
> 6. Stanford Grads?
> 7. High school students?
> 8. Those who have had the experience of being evicted.
> **** if this is an elite crowd the community will be very unhappy .....
> 9. Need a public hearing on the members or the Brown meetings will turn into chaos in protest.
> 10. Is Eric placing folks who fit an elite model or a true cross section.
> 11. I’m worried  about the quick Eric and unknown friend’s process. Need to know a whole lot more before u will
gain community trust.
>
> Best regards,
>
> Aram
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca

Eisenberg; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Jeff Moore; Jeff Rosen; Stump, Molly; Roberta Ahlquist; Molly; Kaloma
Smith

Subject: Encryption debate
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 12:40:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/04/06/city-council-not-sold-on-police-radio-
encryption

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Jeff Moore; Jeff Moore; Raj; Richard Konda; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Rebecca Eisenberg; Planning

Commission; Human Relations Commission
Cc: Human Relations Commission; chuck jagoda; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com
Subject: ( April 5, 2021 ...release additional video of police dog attack on victim of mistaken identity - Palo Alto Daily Post
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 12:52:38 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI More tape of dog attack released tonight by city of Palo Alto ( April 5,) check it out

https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-victim-of-mistaken-
identity/

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Aram James; Council, City
Cc: Jeff Moore; Raj; Richard Konda; Mark Petersen-Perez; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; Dave Price; Human

Relations Commission
Subject: Re: ( April 5, 2021 ...release additional video of police dog attack on victim of mistaken identity - Palo Alto Daily

Post
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 2:11:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Thank you for sharing the Daily Post article (https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-
release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-victim-of-mistaken-identity), Aram. 

It is impossible not to be concerned by this timing -- a move that unavoidably creates a
perception of concealment.  While Jonsen was putting on a dog and pony show before City
Council, claiming clean hands and a stellar record, the City revealed that all along it had been 
intentionally withholding incriminating video evidence which proves without a reasonable
doubt that Jonsen's officers intentionally (and gleefully) commanded a PAPD police dog to
repeatedly bite a man whom they had absolutely no rational reason to believe was the suspect
they sought.  

Given the lack of interest by our local govt to protect our community, it is even more
intolerable that our DA refuses to seek justice. It is incomprehensible that Jeffrey Rosen could
view the official videos released by Palo Alto and Mountain View without recognizing serious
crimes being committed without any reasonable doubt. Here in Palo Alto, the violent crime
rate is very low -- except for violent crime perpetrated by police officers.  

Had Dave Price of the Palo Alto Daily News not worked so tirelessly over so much time to
demand that the City of Palo Alto comply with state and local law regarding body camera
footage, I wonder if any of us would know how truly inhumanely Nick Enberg behaved.  

How many other felonies has the PAPD committed and hidden from us?  Given that the Palo
Alto City Council still refuses to demand more transparency and accountability from the
PAPD, which reports to them, no City Council or city staff member can claim truthfully that
Enberg's dog attack was anything different from the norm. For all we know, PAPD officers
violently attack innocent people every week, or every night. Any one of us could be next.

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Tue, Apr 6, 2021 at 12:52 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
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FYI More tape of dog attack released tonight by city of Palo Alto ( April 5,) check it out 

https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-
victim-of-mistaken-identity/

Sent from my iPhone

https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-victim-of-mistaken-identity/
https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-victim-of-mistaken-identity/


From: Moore, Jeff
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Aram James; Council, City; Raj; Richard Konda; Mark Petersen-Perez; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; Dave

Price; Human Relations Commission
Subject: Re: ( April 5, 2021 ...release additional video of police dog attack on victim of mistaken identity - Palo Alto Daily

Post
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 3:27:38 AM
Attachments: NAACP Women in Blue Flyer.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please join us for this viewing 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpcequqToiEtJuCnlyj65irMizEiGFdJGH

On Tue, Apr 6, 2021 at 2:11 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:
Thank you for sharing the Daily Post article (https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-
release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-on-victim-of-mistaken-identity), Aram. 

It is impossible not to be concerned by this timing -- a move that unavoidably creates a
perception of concealment.  While Jonsen was putting on a dog and pony show before City
Council, claiming clean hands and a stellar record, the City revealed that all along it had
been  intentionally withholding incriminating video evidence which proves without a
reasonable doubt that Jonsen's officers intentionally (and gleefully) commanded a PAPD
police dog to repeatedly bite a man whom they had absolutely no rational reason to believe
was the suspect they sought.  

Given the lack of interest by our local govt to protect our community, it is even more
intolerable that our DA refuses to seek justice. It is incomprehensible that Jeffrey Rosen
could view the official videos released by Palo Alto and Mountain View without
recognizing serious crimes being committed without any reasonable doubt. Here in Palo
Alto, the violent crime rate is very low -- except for violent crime perpetrated by police
officers.  

Had Dave Price of the Palo Alto Daily News not worked so tirelessly over so much time to
demand that the City of Palo Alto comply with state and local law regarding body camera
footage, I wonder if any of us would know how truly inhumanely Nick Enberg behaved.  

How many other felonies has the PAPD committed and hidden from us?  Given that the Palo
Alto City Council still refuses to demand more transparency and accountability from the
PAPD, which reports to them, no City Council or city staff member can claim truthfully that
Enberg's dog attack was anything different from the norm. For all we know, PAPD officers
violently attack innocent people every week, or every night. Any one of us could be next.

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
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APRIL 10TH 
12:00PM  


Come join the virtual conversation! You will receive further information
in a confirmation email after registering on the link below.


Register in
advance for
this meeting
by clicking
HERE


ZOOM DISCUSSION ABOUT THE WOMEN IN BLUE 



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpcequqToiEtJuCnlyj65irMizEiGFdJGH





www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Tue, Apr 6, 2021 at 12:52 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
FYI More tape of dog attack released tonight by city of Palo Alto ( April 5,) check it out 

https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/police-release-additional-video-of-police-dog-attack-
on-victim-of-mistaken-identity/

Sent from my iPhone

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
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From: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Aram James; Council, City; Greer Stone; Dave Price; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

Roberta Ahlquist; chuck jagoda; Richard Konda; Raj; Jeff Moore; Mark Petersen-Perez; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec
Commission; DuBois, Tom; Binder, Andrew; Sunita de Tourreil; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen; Tanner, Rachael;
Charisse Domingo; mark weiss; Anna Griffin; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump, Molly; Pat Burt; Shikada, Ed;
Winter Dellenbach; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Cecilia Taylor; David
Moss; David Angel; O"Neal, Molly; Josh Becker

Subject: Re: Mr. Jonsen"s deceptive remarks regarding police radio transmissions
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 6:29:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

excellent comments/responses from Rebecca and Aram!

Judy Adams

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 6:25 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:
All: 

I am an attorney who, having spent more than 2 decades at financial technology companies
(PayPal, Vouch Financial, Trulia), has expertise and experience in privacy laws, regulations,
policies, and best practices. Additionally, I come from an immigrant Jewish family that
relied on police scanners for protection against police brutality decades ago in mostly-
minority neighborhoods in Milwaukee. Accordingly, I take the fundamental right of the
people and press to access police radio transmissions very seriously. 

Mr. Jonsen is misleading the City Council and the community through claiming that there
are "no options" other than encryption of radio communications.

Since the beginning of police radio, there has *never* been a compelling reason to share PII
(personally identifiable information) by radio, which is why such transmission for the most
part has not been done. For anyone who has spent time listening to police radio like I have,
it is obvious that specific data like numbers, dates, the reason for that is obvious: scanners
are largely used to send the police to locations, not to give DL numbers and criminal
histories, and there has never been any reason to share PII or criminal histories by radio. It
should require no effort to eliminate a practice that never had reason to exist.

As to the reference to DOJ rules, Jonsen misstates these as well. The DOJ mandates
encryption of PII if shared and it actually recommends the easier solution of **not sharing
PII* to the less-recommended solution of encryption. There is no requirement of contacting
the DOJ to obtain permission if the PAPD goes back to the normal state of never
transmitting personal information by radio. 

In these ways (and many others), Jonsen is misstating the law and facts.  Palo Alto deserves
transparency and truth. Jonsen came to the PAPD with a marred history in his previous
roles, and since he was hired as the head of the PAPD, the PAPD has declined in
transparency and accountability, while it increased in terms of cases of police brutality and
concealment. Jonsen has moved the PAPD in the wrong direction and continues to do so.

While I greatly appreciate the words of certain members of the City Council - particularly
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Greer Stone - in pointing out the inconsistencies and potential problems in the statements
made by Jonsen - these words will not matter unless and until the Palo Alto City Council
exercises its right and obligation to take control of the PAPD, demand accountability,
eliminate immunity, and require transparency of its actions to our community and press. 

Best, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 4:05 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

Back on Feb 22, I sent out an extensive public records act request with approximately 34
questions requests for documents re the current status of the PAPD canine unit. I have
filed numerous CPRA requests over at least a 15 year period with the PAPD.

2. This is the first time I have failed to receive what I believe is appropriate cooperation
with Liz Scheff and the city powers in obtaining the records I’ve requested so I would
have the documents and data to provide, if the information so established, a counter
narrative to the PAPD’s report re the current status of the PAPD’s canine unit. 

3. Interestingly enough the memo from the PAPD for tonight’s study session shows the
information, at least some of it, is apparently available. The report notes that over the last
24 months the PAPD canine unit inflicted bites on 5 occasions. 

4. My request was for data going back 36 months —similar time frame as my 2005
request, and asked for the number of bites, the extent of the injuries, the cost of
hospitalization, and, of course, the race of those bitten by the canine unit. None of which
has been forth coming. And this is just one issue, the data on the dog bites issue,  I
requested ....you will see I’ve asked for much additional info. 

5. This is the 1st time I felt compelled to hire an attorney who specializes in public records
law. In a subsequent email I will send you the first correspondence between my attorney
and the records department. You are free to share the information or not with anyone you
wish. 

6. I have read the Palo Alto canine policy several times .....see Palo Alto canine policy
manuel pages 130-139 ( Policy 318)

7. Similarly I have reviewed the PERF ( Police Executive Research Forum) policy from
2020 pages, approximately 27 pages, several times. 

8. I’m for banning canine units altogether, no reason to hide my position, except for search
and rescue, bomb disclosure and other non apprehension reasons. Absolutely should be

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com


banned to capture and bite alleged criminals. 

9. If the council disagrees I believe the canine policy of the PAPD should be amended to
add policies from the PERF model guidelines to include: point# 20, page 24, of the PERF
 report: 

“Canine usage data should be published annually, at a minimum. This may be a part of
the agency’s use-of force report.....Agencies should be transparent with the public by
publishing their canine units usage statistics. this should include all statistics listed in
Recommendation # 17 above. At minimum, agencies should publish these statistics
annually in their website.”

10. Finally, I’m hopeful that all members of the Palo Alto City Council, the city manager,
and at least all members of the command staff of the PAPD will review the Marshall
Project ( named afterThurgood Marshall) 
2020 .....12 part series re the epidemic of police canine attacks across this country.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons

Sincerely,

Aram James 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


From: Aram James
To: WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
Cc: Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Greer Stone; Dave Price; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

Roberta Ahlquist; chuck jagoda; Richard Konda; Raj; Jeff Moore; Mark Petersen-Perez; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec
Commission; DuBois, Tom; Binder, Andrew; Sunita de Tourreil; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen; Tanner, Rachael;
Charisse Domingo; mark weiss; Anna Griffin; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump, Molly; Pat Burt; Shikada, Ed;
Winter Dellenbach; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Cecilia Taylor; David
Moss; David Angel; O"Neal, Molly; Josh Becker

Subject: Re: Mr. Jonsen"s deceptive remarks regarding police radio transmissions
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 6:32:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Rebecca, 
Thanks for speaking truth to power! Your comments all on the mark —-excellent!
Aram  

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 6:25 PM Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:

All: 

I am an attorney who, having spent more than 2 decades at financial technology
companies (PayPal, Vouch Financial, Trulia), has expertise and experience in
privacy laws, regulations, policies, and best practices. Additionally, I come
from an immigrant Jewish family that relied on police scanners for protection
against police brutality decades ago in mostly-minority neighborhoods in
Milwaukee. Accordingly, I take the fundamental right of the people and press to
access police radio transmissions very seriously. 

Mr. Jonsen is misleading the City Council and the community through claiming
that there are "no options" other than encryption of radio communications.

Since the beginning of police radio, there has *never* been a compelling reason
to share PII (personally identifiable information) by radio, which is why such
transmission for the most part has not been done. For anyone who has spent
time listening to police radio like I have, it is obvious that specific data like
numbers, dates, the reason for that is obvious: scanners are largely used to send
the police to locations, not to give DL numbers and criminal histories, and there
has never been any reason to share PII or criminal histories by radio. It should
require no effort to eliminate a practice that never had reason to exist.

As to the reference to DOJ rules, Jonsen misstates these as well. The DOJ
mandates encryption of PII if shared and it actually recommends the easier
solution of **not sharing PII* to the less-recommended solution of encryption.
There is no requirement of contacting the DOJ to obtain permission if the
PAPD goes back to the normal state of never transmitting personal information
by radio. 

In these ways (and many others), Jonsen is misstating the law and facts.  Palo
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Alto deserves transparency and truth. Jonsen came to the PAPD with a marred
history in his previous roles, and since he was hired as the head of the PAPD,
the PAPD has declined in transparency and accountability, while it increased in
terms of cases of police brutality and concealment. Jonsen has moved the PAPD
in the wrong direction and continues to do so.

While I greatly appreciate the words of certain members of the City Council -
particularly Greer Stone - in pointing out the inconsistencies and potential
problems in the statements made by Jonsen - these words will not matter unless
and until the Palo Alto City Council exercises its right and obligation to take
control of the PAPD, demand accountability, eliminate immunity, and require
transparency of its actions to our community and press. 

Best, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 4:05 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

Back on Feb 22, I sent out an extensive public records act request with
approximately 34 questions requests for documents re the current status of the
PAPD canine unit. I have filed numerous CPRA requests over at least a 15
year period with the PAPD.

2. This is the first time I have failed to receive what I believe is appropriate
cooperation with Liz Scheff and the city powers in obtaining the records I’ve
requested so I would have the documents and data to provide, if the
information so established, a counter narrative to the PAPD’s report re the
current status of the PAPD’s canine unit. 

3. Interestingly enough the memo from the PAPD for tonight’s study session
shows the information, at least some of it, is apparently available. The report
notes that over the last 24 months the PAPD canine unit inflicted bites on 5
occasions. 

4. My request was for data going back 36 months —similar time frame as my
2005 request, and asked for the number of bites, the extent of the injuries, the
cost of hospitalization, and, of course, the race of those bitten by the canine
unit. None of which has been forth coming. And this is just one issue, the data
on the dog bites issue,  I requested ....you will see I’ve asked for much
additional info. 

5. This is the 1st time I felt compelled to hire an attorney who specializes in

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
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mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com


public records law. In a subsequent email I will send you the first
correspondence between my attorney and the records department. You are
free to share the information or not with anyone you wish. 

6. I have read the Palo Alto canine policy several times .....see Palo Alto
canine policy manuel pages 130-139 ( Policy 318)

7. Similarly I have reviewed the PERF ( Police Executive Research Forum)
policy from 2020 pages, approximately 27 pages, several times. 

8. I’m for banning canine units altogether, no reason to hide my position,
except for search and rescue, bomb disclosure and other non apprehension
reasons. Absolutely should be banned to capture and bite alleged criminals. 

9. If the council disagrees I believe the canine policy of the PAPD should be
amended to add policies from the PERF model guidelines to include: point#
20, page 24, of the PERF  report: 

“Canine usage data should be published annually, at a minimum. This may be
a part of the agency’s use-of force report.....Agencies should be transparent
with the public by publishing their canine units usage statistics. this should
include all statistics listed in Recommendation # 17 above. At minimum,
agencies should publish these statistics annually in their website.”

10. Finally, I’m hopeful that all members of the Palo Alto City Council, the
city manager, and at least all members of the command staff of the PAPD will
review the Marshall
Project ( named afterThurgood Marshall) 
2020 .....12 part series re the epidemic of police canine attacks across this
country.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-
are-weapons

Sincerely,

Aram James 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom; Pat Burt; Dave Price; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka;

Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission
Subject: Re: This process seems badly tainted —-who are the people on this list —Eric’s stack deck for his way or the

Highway
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 11:09:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Lydia u are right. I have a deep feeling this is Eric’s special interest list ....

Sent from my iPhone

> On Apr 5, 2021, at 10:51 PM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> 1. How many African Americans?
> 2. How many unhoused members?
> 3. How many renters?
> 4. How many folks live from pay check to pay check?
> 5. Income diversity?
> 6. Stanford Grads?
> 7. High school students?
> 8. Those who have had the experience of being evicted.
> **** if this is an elite crowd the community will be very unhappy .....
> 9. Need a public hearing on the members or the Brown meetings will turn into chaos in protest.
> 10. Is Eric placing folks who fit an elite model or a true cross section.
> 11. I’m worried  about the quick Eric and unknown friend’s process. Need to know a whole lot more before u will
gain community trust.
>
> Best regards,
>
> Aram
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jethroe Moore
To: Rosen, Jeff
Cc: William Armaline; Raj Jayadev; EXT.Richard.Konda; <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson; Derek Grasty; Roxana Marachi; Micael

"mica" Estremera; Elizabeth Kamya; Angelica Cortez; Kyle Dacallos; Virginia Groce-Roberts; Raven Malone; revray; Khalid White;
Robert Salonga; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Jeff Moore; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; Council, City;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council; Anna Griffin; Jonsen, Robert; Binder, Andrew;
Shikada, Ed; Eduardo Guilarte; Cecilia; Donald Mendoza; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Steven D. Lee; Human Relations
Commission; Kaloma Smith; Planning Commission; ParkRec Commission; pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker; chuck jagoda; Charisse
Domingo; Stump, Molly; O"Neal, Molly; Bill Johnson; Gennady Sheyner; Greg Tanaka; Greer Stone; Chavez, Cindy; Simitian, Joe;
Ellenberg, Supervisor; Sean James; Perron, Zachary; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Tanner, Rachael; Rodriguez, Miguel;
Bains, Paul; mark weiss; Michael Gennaco; Michele; yolanda; Patrice Ventresca; Palo Alto Free Press; Curtis Smolar

Subject: Re: Women in Law Enforcement Should more women become Police? Would we be safer?
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 3:37:14 AM
Attachments: NAACP Women in Blue Flyer.pdf

NAACP Women in Blue Flyer.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpcequqToiEtJuCnlyj65irMizEiGFdJGH

On Friday, April 2, 2021, 01:38:13 PM PDT, Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org> wrote:

Dear Reverend Moore,

 

I hope you and your family are well.

 

I wish you a Happy Easter.

 

Thank you for your email. 

 

Attached is my response.

 

Sincerely,

 

        

Jeffrey F. Rosen

District Attorney

Santa Clara County

Tel. (408) 792-2855

 

Pronouns: He/Him/His
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From: Jethroe Moore <moore2j@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Rosen, Jeff <jrosen@dao.sccgov.org>; Boyarsky, Jay <jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org>
Cc: William Armaline <warmali@yahoo.com>; Raj Jayadev <raj@siliconvalleydebug.org>; EXT.Richard.Konda
<sccala@pacbell.net>; <abjpd1@gmail.com> <abjpd1@gmail.com>; walter wilson <walterlwilson@hotmail.com>;
Derek Grasty <wmdgrasty@gmail.com>; Roxana Marachi <roxana.marachi@gmail.com>; Micael 'mica' Estremera
<mr.estremera@gmail.com>; Elizabeth Kamya <ekamya@ifpte21.org>; Angelica Cortez <angelica@leadfilipino.org>;
Kyle Dacallos <kyledacallos@gmail.com>; Virginia Groce-Roberts <vgroce_roberts@yahoo.com>; Raven Malone
<ravenmalonepa@gmail.com>; revray <revray@pactsj.org>; Khalid White <khalid.white@sjcc.edu>; Robert Salonga
<rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com>; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>; rkonda@asianlawalliance.org; CityCouncil
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council
<council@redwoodcity.org>; Anna Griffin <griffinam@sbcglobal.net>; robert.jonsen
<robert.jonsen@cityofpaloalto.org>; Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>; ed.shikada
<ed.shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Eduardo Guilarte <eduardoguilarte@gmail.com>; Cecilia
<CTTaylor@menlopark.org>; Donald Mendoza <donald.mendoza@menlo.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Steven D. Lee <stevendlee@gmail.com>; Human Relations Commission
<hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Kaloma Smith <pastor@universityamez.com>; Planning Cmmission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; ParkRec Commission <parkrec.commission@cityofpaloalto.org>;
pat@patburt.org; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>; chuck jagoda <chuckjagoda1@gmail.com>; Charisse
Domingo <charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org>; Molly <molly.stump@cityofpaloalto.org>; O'Neal, Molly
<Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org>; Bill Johnson <Bjohnson@embarcaderopublishing.com>; Gennady Sheyner
<gsheyner@paweekly.com>; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; Chavez,
Cindy <Cindy.Chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; Simitian, Joe <Joe.Simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Ellenberg, Supervisor
<supervisor.ellenberg@BOS.SCCGOV.ORG>; Sean James <seanchiba650@gmail.com>; Perron, Zachary
<Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>; tom.dubois <tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org>; eric.filseth
<eric.filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; rachael.tanner@cityofpaloalto.org; Rodriguez, Miguel
<miguel.rodriguez@pdo.sccgov.org>; Paul Bains <pbains7@projectwehope.com>; mark weiss
<Earwopa@yahoo.com>; Michael Gennaco <michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com>; Michele
<james_michele@hotmail.com>; yolanda <yolanda@rocketmail.com>; Patrice Ventresca
<patriceventresca@gmail.com>; Palo Alto Free Press <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Curtis Smolar
<csmolar@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request Regarding K9 use

 

Good afternoon, request a meeting with you to discuss why you refuse to press charges/fire the Palo Alto
Police Officer Nick Enberg, and explain to us how this is not a prosecutable offense when this is
the second time this officer has used his K9 to being harm to the communities of color. 
Regarding below. 

Currently, there are seven canine-specific cases that mandate giving suspects a warning
prior to using a police K-9 as a potential use of force tool. Burrows v. City of Tulsa (10th
Circuit), Trammel v. Thomason (11th Circuit), Sorchini v. City of Covina (9th Circuit), and
Vathekan v. Prince George's County (MD, 4th Circuit) Court's findings and rulings
pertaining to the K-9 announcement: It is clearly established that it is unreasonable for a
police officer to fail to give a verbal warning before releasing police dog to seize someone.

Furthermore Kuha v. City of Minnetonka (8th Circuit), Szabla v. City of Brooklyn Park (MN,
8th Circuit), and Rogers v. City of Kennewick (9th Circuit), Court's findings and rulings
pertaining to the K-9 announcement: The court ruled that there was clearly established
case law that failing to give a warning before releasing police dog to bite and hold is
unreasonable. 

Palo Alto Police Officer Nick Enberg failed to announce the use of his dog on a sleeping
man is clearly an act of aggression with intent to do harm, shined another light on the

https://outandequal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pronouns-Guide.pdf


systemic failures of policing in Santa Clara County. There is an urgent need to root out and
to identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed these officers to remain on the force
in the first place.

 



From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; DuBois, Tom; Pat Burt; Dave Price; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka;

Stump, Molly; Shikada, Ed; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission
Subject: This process seems badly tainted —-who are the people on this list —Eric’s stack deck for his way or the Highway
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 10:52:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

1. How many African Americans?
2. How many unhoused members?
3. How many renters?
4. How many folks live from pay check to pay check?
5. Income diversity?
6. Stanford Grads?
7. High school students?
8. Those who have had the experience of being evicted.
**** if this is an elite crowd the community will be very unhappy .....
9. Need a public hearing on the members or the Brown meetings will turn into chaos in protest.
10. Is Eric placing folks who fit an elite model or a true cross section.
11. I’m worried  about the quick Eric and unknown friend’s process. Need to know a whole lot more before u will
gain community trust.

Best regards,

Aram

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kat Snyder
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: update: Moffett field will NOT be used as a child detention center
Date: Monday, April 5, 2021 10:18:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRC,

You may already have heard the news but I just wanted to update you on the detention center I
mentioned during public comment last meeting. HHS has decided against using Moffett Field
as a detention center for unaccompanied minors, though they are moving forward with other
places in the country. The main push against the center was led by San Jose-based Services,
Immigration Rights & Education Network (SIREN) who I think are now taking their case to
politicians at the state and national level - to Anna Eshoo, for example, since she is the chair of
the House's Health subcommittee and works closely with HHS.

I do not anticipate any more local activity on the matter but I'll update you if that ever
changes.

Take care,
~Kat Snyder
Palo Alto Resident
Paly Class of 2002

mailto:katsnyderux@gmail.com
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From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Human Relations Commission; Council, City;

chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Jeff Moore; Kaloma Smith; Greer Stone;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com

Subject: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current
interview -interrogation protocol is located ?

Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 7:47:20 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> FYI: Mike copied this email to 40 or so folks and inadvertently left u off.
> Aram
>>
>> Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04
>>
>> Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief)
>> Hope you are doing well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not locate
...I’m sure it is there —-current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects.
>>
>> Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:
>>
>> 1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations?
>>
>>
>> 2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations ....that take
place off the camera before a taped interview proceeds?
>>
>> 3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done in-house or using the old school tactics taught by
InBau and Reed? ( see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have the 4th edition...may be a later
ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E. Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C. Jayne
>>
>> 4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer Natasha Powers
—case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or training?
>>
>> ****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re how not to
conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely confessed. Many years later
the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal rape of a 94 years woman living at the Palo
Alto Commons at the time of the rape.
>>
>> 5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to crime
suspects in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation policies that prohibit 
officers from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question at # 6.
>>
>> 6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can lie?
Prohibited? Some gray area in between?
>>
>> 7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics?
>>
>> 8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD engaged in
impermissible interrogation tactics?
>>
>> 9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation tactics used by
the PAPD.
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>>
>> Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.
>>
>> Best regards,
>>
>> Aram James
>>
>> P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late notice re my
interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s study session..... I will CC my
e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties.
>>
>>
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From: chuck jagoda
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Aram James; Council, City; Greer Stone; Dave Price; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

Roberta Ahlquist; Richard Konda; Raj; Jeff Moore; Mark Petersen-Perez; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission;
DuBois, Tom; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Binder, Andrew; Sunita de Tourreil; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Rosen;
Tanner, Rachael; Charisse Domingo; mark weiss; Anna Griffin; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump, Molly; Pat Burt;
Shikada, Ed; Winter Dellenbach; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Cormack, Alison; Perron, Zachary; Joe Simitian; Cecilia
Taylor; David Moss; David Angel; O"Neal, Molly; Josh Becker; dprice@padailypost.com; Angie Evans

Subject: Re: Mr. Jonsen"s deceptive remarks regarding police radio transmissions
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 4:26:20 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

The Expensive Smudging of the Shine of Palo Alto

Thank you Rebecca, for your very well taken point.  And your most relevant Marshall
Project reference, Aram.

I only have one question:  Why does it seem that on every issue:  police
communication encryption (you mean they were too easy to understand before?),
video tape of canine maulings, responses to officer-attacks, responses to civilian
complaints, requests for Brown Act papers-- this shining city on the hill of my
imagination takes on several quite noticeable layers of dark, smoky, smudge?

Someone isn't getting the meaning of those two contemporary watch words
Transparency and Accountability.  Sure they're scary but don't forget the Watergate
Principle:  Cover Ups can be far worse than initial admissions of responsibility.  And
how much will "the City" with the truth on SLOW have to spend to feel you've covered
your asses enough?  Protecting white, male privilege to do damage to the bodies of
darker-skinned people whenever can be very expensive.   It will be interesting to total
up how much present issues are costing the tax paying citizens.  The spending is not
over,  not even close.  

Policing the Palo Alto way is very, very expensive.  Subtracting the macho would lower
the cost.  Over amped officers could learn to meditate and do self care.

Rock on!

Chuck Jagoda

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 6:25 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:
All: 

I am an attorney who, having spent more than 2 decades at financial technology companies
(PayPal, Vouch Financial, Trulia), has expertise and experience in privacy laws, regulations,
policies, and best practices. Additionally, I come from an immigrant Jewish family that
relied on police scanners for protection against police brutality decades ago in mostly-
minority neighborhoods in Milwaukee. Accordingly, I take the fundamental right of the
people and press to access police radio transmissions very seriously. 
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Mr. Jonsen is misleading the City Council and the community through claiming that there
are "no options" other than encryption of radio communications.

Since the beginning of police radio, there has *never* been a compelling reason to share PII
(personally identifiable information) by radio, which is why such transmission for the most
part has not been done. For anyone who has spent time listening to police radio like I have,
it is obvious that specific data like numbers, dates, the reason for that is obvious: scanners
are largely used to send the police to locations, not to give DL numbers and criminal
histories, and there has never been any reason to share PII or criminal histories by radio. It
should require no effort to eliminate a practice that never had reason to exist.

As to the reference to DOJ rules, Jonsen misstates these as well. The DOJ mandates
encryption of PII if shared and it actually recommends the easier solution of **not sharing
PII* to the less-recommended solution of encryption. There is no requirement of contacting
the DOJ to obtain permission if the PAPD goes back to the normal state of never
transmitting personal information by radio. 

In these ways (and many others), Jonsen is misstating the law and facts.  Palo Alto deserves
transparency and truth. Jonsen came to the PAPD with a marred history in his previous
roles, and since he was hired as the head of the PAPD, the PAPD has declined in
transparency and accountability, while it increased in terms of cases of police brutality and
concealment. Jonsen has moved the PAPD in the wrong direction and continues to do so.

While I greatly appreciate the words of certain members of the City Council - particularly
Greer Stone - in pointing out the inconsistencies and potential problems in the statements
made by Jonsen - these words will not matter unless and until the Palo Alto City Council
exercises its right and obligation to take control of the PAPD, demand accountability,
eliminate immunity, and require transparency of its actions to our community and press. 

Best, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 4:05 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

Back on Feb 22, I sent out an extensive public records act request with approximately 34
questions requests for documents re the current status of the PAPD canine unit. I have
filed numerous CPRA requests over at least a 15 year period with the PAPD.

2. This is the first time I have failed to receive what I believe is appropriate cooperation
with Liz Scheff and the city powers in obtaining the records I’ve requested so I would
have the documents and data to provide, if the information so established, a counter
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narrative to the PAPD’s report re the current status of the PAPD’s canine unit. 

3. Interestingly enough the memo from the PAPD for tonight’s study session shows the
information, at least some of it, is apparently available. The report notes that over the last
24 months the PAPD canine unit inflicted bites on 5 occasions. 

4. My request was for data going back 36 months —similar time frame as my 2005
request, and asked for the number of bites, the extent of the injuries, the cost of
hospitalization, and, of course, the race of those bitten by the canine unit. None of which
has been forth coming. And this is just one issue, the data on the dog bites issue,  I
requested ....you will see I’ve asked for much additional info. 

5. This is the 1st time I felt compelled to hire an attorney who specializes in public records
law. In a subsequent email I will send you the first correspondence between my attorney
and the records department. You are free to share the information or not with anyone you
wish. 

6. I have read the Palo Alto canine policy several times .....see Palo Alto canine policy
manuel pages 130-139 ( Policy 318)

7. Similarly I have reviewed the PERF ( Police Executive Research Forum) policy from
2020 pages, approximately 27 pages, several times. 

8. I’m for banning canine units altogether, no reason to hide my position, except for search
and rescue, bomb disclosure and other non apprehension reasons. Absolutely should be
banned to capture and bite alleged criminals. 

9. If the council disagrees I believe the canine policy of the PAPD should be amended to
add policies from the PERF model guidelines to include: point# 20, page 24, of the PERF
 report: 

“Canine usage data should be published annually, at a minimum. This may be a part of
the agency’s use-of force report.....Agencies should be transparent with the public by
publishing their canine units usage statistics. this should include all statistics listed in
Recommendation # 17 above. At minimum, agencies should publish these statistics
annually in their website.”

10. Finally, I’m hopeful that all members of the Palo Alto City Council, the city manager,
and at least all members of the command staff of the PAPD will review the Marshall
Project ( named afterThurgood Marshall) 
2020 .....12 part series re the epidemic of police canine attacks across this country.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons

Sincerely,

Aram James 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons


-- 
Chuck



From: Aram James
To: Kaloma Smith; Human Relations Commission
Subject: Dear Mr. Rosen.doc
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 5:25:36 PM
Attachments: Dear Mr. Rosen.doc

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.
________________________________

Sent from my iPhone
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April 6,  2021


Dear Mr. Rosen:


A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging decision in the Alejo case. The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for twenty million dollars with the city of Mountain View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered the complaint and then acted to expose the attack.


The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of the incident from both involved police departments ( PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments delayed release of the video footage in violation of the CPRA ( California Public Records Act).  Your office had the opportunity to review the video footage and the law enforcement version of the incident before the public even heard of the canine attack.


Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and your office had already decided NOT to file charges long before the community even knew of this incident all done behind closed doors and with the hope the public would never even know the incident occurred.


As an aside, this secrecy and lack of transparency by your office is counter to your prior promises to be a forwarding thinking and transparent public official. Your apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter buried is not acceptable and must not be repeated.


We still request a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we view the video footage, the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo deserved what he got because his first reaction to being awaken by an unknown animal was to try to get the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some plausible argument that a first bite of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and constitute excessive force.


In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to the court a tailored, to the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example:


If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing the dog on the victim, but subsequently allowed the canine to inflict injury beyond what was necessary to detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary and gratuitous pain and injury) you can still convict officer Enberg with assault & battery, assault & battery under color of authority and other related crimes.


Similarly the jury could be instructed as follows:


If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on video footage were setting up a defense for their conduct, knowing they were being recorded, by repeatedly saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can infer that the officer or officers had a consciousness of guilty regarding the conduct they were engaged in and you may consider this evidence in determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this matter.


We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the video footage, and other evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of twelve members of our diverse community could in fact return a verdict of guilty in this case beyond a reasonable doubt.


Sincerely,


Reverend Jethroe Moore, President San Jose/ Silicon Valley NAACP


Richard Konda, Executive Director Asian Law Alliance


Raj Jayadev,  Founder Silicon Valley De-bug



San Jose/Silicon Valley Branch of The


National Association For The Advancement of Colored People


1313 North Milpitas Blvd Suite #163, Milpitas, CA 95035  


Phone 408-991-4610
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew
Cc: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Human Relations Commission; Council, City; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning

Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Jeff Moore; Kaloma Smith; Greer Stone; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com;
Jonsen, Robert; Shikada, Ed; Raj; Richard Konda

Subject: Re: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current
interview -interrogation protocol is located ?

Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 9:11:25 AM

Hi Andrew,

Yes I agree yesterday was a very busy day. Thank you for getting back to me so quickly. I look forward to
discussing the below issues with you when your time permits.

Best regards,

aram

Sent from my iPhone

> On Apr 6, 2021, at 7:55 AM, Binder, Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:
>
> Mr. James - Yesterday was a busy day preparing for our Council items and managing on-going PD operations. I
want to let you know I've received your email on Sunday (and your VMs yesterday) and will be giving you a call
soon about discussing your questions below. Thanks - andrew 
>
> Andrew Binder
> Assistant Police Chief
> Palo Alto Police Department
>
> CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.
> ________________________________
>
>>
>> FYI: Mike copied this email to 40 or so folks and inadvertently left u off.
>> Aram
>>>
>>> Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04
>>>
>>> Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief) Hope you are doing
>>> well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not locate ...I’m sure it is there
—-current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects.
>>>
>>> Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:
>>>
>>> 1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations?
>>>
>>>
>>> 2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations ....that take
place off the camera before a taped interview proceeds?
>>>
>>> 3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done
>>> in-house or using the old school tactics taught by InBau and Reed? (
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>>> see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have
>>> the 4th edition...may be a later ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E.
>>> Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C. Jayne
>>>
>>> 4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer Natasha
Powers —case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or training?
>>>
>>> ****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re how not to
conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely confessed. Many years later
the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal rape of a 94 years woman living at the Palo
Alto Commons at the time of the rape.
>>>
>>> 5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to crime
suspects in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation policies that prohibit 
officers from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question at # 6.
>>>
>>> 6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can lie?
Prohibited? Some gray area in between?
>>>
>>> 7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics?
>>>
>>> 8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD engaged in
impermissible interrogation tactics?
>>>
>>> 9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation tactics used by
the PAPD.
>>>
>>> Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.
>>>
>>> Best regards,
>>>
>>> Aram James
>>>
>>> P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late notice re my
interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s study session..... I will CC my
e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties.
>>>
>>>



 
 
 
 
 
  

April 6,  2021 
 
Dear Mr. Rosen: 
 
 
A letter is not a meeting. The police had a chance to meet with you before your charging decision in the Alejo case. 
The community only heard about the attack 6-7 months after it occurred and because Mr. Alejo filed a claim for 
twenty million dollars with the city of Mountain View and the city of Palo Alto and because the Daily Post discovered 
the complaint and then acted to expose the attack. 
 
The Post then filed a California Public Records Request for release of the video footage of the incident from both 
involved police departments ( PAPD and MVPD).  Both departments delayed release of the video footage in 
violation of the CPRA ( California Public Records Act).  Your office had the opportunity to review the video footage 
and the law enforcement version of the incident before the public even heard of the canine attack. 
 
Your office reviewed the video footage and case without input from community members and your office had 
already decided NOT to file charges long before the community even knew of this incident all done behind closed 
doors and with the hope the public would never even know the incident occurred. 
 
As an aside, this secrecy and lack of transparency by your office is counter to your prior promises to be a 
forwarding thinking and transparent public official. Your apparent complicity with the PAPD in keeping this matter 
buried is not acceptable and must not be repeated. 

 
We still request a meeting where we can give you our input in person let you hear how we view the video footage, 
the stop resisting ploy, the DA’s outrageous claim that Alejo deserved what he got because his first reaction to 
being awaken by an unknown animal was to try to get the animal off of him. And even if the police can make some 
plausible argument that a first bite of Mr. Alejo was appropriate certainly the additional bites were unjustified and 
constitute excessive force. 
 
In fact, under People v Sears 62 Cal. 2d 737 (1965) the prosecution is entitled to submit to the court a tailored, to 
the facts of the case, instruction to the jury, as an example: 
 
If you find that the police in this situation were justified in initially releasing 
the dog on the victim, but subsequently allowed the canine to inflict injury 
beyond what was necessary to detain Mr. Alejo (the infliction of unnecessary 
and gratuitous pain and injury) you can still convict officer Enberg with 
assault & battery, assault & battery under color of authority and other related 
crimes. 
 
Similarly the jury could be instructed as follows: 
 
If you find that Mr. Alejo was not resisting arrest and that the officers on 
video footage were setting up a defense for their conduct, knowing they were 
being recorded, by repeatedly saying  “stop resisting”  “stop resisting “ you can 
infer that the officer or officers had a consciousness of guilty regarding the 

SAN JOSE/SILICON VALLEY BRANCH OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
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conduct they were engaged in and you may consider this evidence in 
determining whether the officer(s) is guilt of the charge or charges in this 
matter. 
 
We believe you should listen to the community allow us to review the police reports, the video footage, and other 
evidence and allow us to offer you our input re why a jury of twelve members of our diverse community could in fact 
return a verdict of guilty in this case beyond a reasonable doubt. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
Reverend Jethroe Moore, President San Jose/ Silicon Valley NAACP 
Richard Konda, Executive Director Asian Law Alliance 
Raj Jayadev,  Founder Silicon Valley De-bug 
 

 
  

 
Website: http://www.sanjosenaacp.org   Email: sjnaacp@sanjosenaacp.org 



From: Aram James
To: Jeff Moore; Jeff Rosen; Raj; Richard Konda; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Council, City;

chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Greer Stone; Joe Simitian; ParkRec Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; DuBois, Tom;
Roberta Ahlquist; Binder, Andrew; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Jonsen, Robert;
paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; pastor@universityamez.com; Human Relations Commission; Raven Malone;
charisse@siliconvalleydebug.org; Tanner, Rachael; mark weiss

Subject: Residents outraged over police dog attack and want encryption to end ( Daily Post April 5)
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 9:35:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://padailypost.com/2021/04/05/residents-outraged-over-police-dog-attack-and-they-want-
encryption-to-end/amp/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Jethroe Moore; raj@siliconvalleydebug.org; Richard Konda; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Council, City; Jeff Rosen; David Angel; Rebecca Eisenberg; Charisse Domingo; Joe
Simitian; Cecilia Taylor; Sunita de Tourreil; pastor@universityamez.com; Greer Stone; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen,
Robert; Dave Price; Raven Malone; Binder, Andrew; ParkRec Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; DuBois, Tom;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com

Subject: What has been finally disclosed by way of my public records act request, make on Feb 22, disclosure date 4-5-20
—more data sought on canine attack on Mr. Alejo

Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 11:35:18 PM
Attachments: image003.png

CPRA Response Letter2_AJames K9_W0027788-022221_F(4-6).pdf
CPRA Response Docs_W002788-022221_K9-ref Question2.pdf
Bohdan Dog Record.pdf
Balko dog record.pdf
Gov claims.pdf
Enberg Logs-Redacted.pdf
Tannock Logs-Redacted.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Folks,
Here are the public records that have thus been released to me as well as the 34 questions that
generated the so far partial responses I have received. 

In 2005 the PAPD was willing to release the race of the dog bite victims —but not so far this
time. One has to wonder what the city is covering up. 

Also see the 25 page complaint filed by Mr. Alejo’s attorney including graphic injury photos
during his stay at El Camino Hospital in Mountain View.

Much of officer Enberg's deployment logs are redacted but one thing I did notice is more uses
in East Palo Alto than Palo Alto. 

Given the extent of the redactions, and the small number of entries not redacted..... it is
difficult to establish any pattern.

Hopefully my attorney who specializes in public record law will convince the city of Palo Alto
to provide more of the records that we have requested as this legal process goes forward.

The log for the second canine handler Tannock seems to show deployments in Mountain
View, Menlo Park, Redwood City and a fair share of use of the handler’s canine for public
displays maybe to soften the public up to think how cute these animals are .......without giving
the public the other-side of the story ....how these viscous dogs are trained to mostly attack
black and brown people here and across this country. The injuries are often serious and
sometimes deadly

Anyway, please review any and all of the questions and information below and see what you
find. 

Feel free to share any info or concerns with me and the other folks on this list that you
discover. As more information is forthcoming from the city I will pass it your way.

Sincerely,
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
275 Forest Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
(650) 329-2406 
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April 5, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
VIA CPA Web Portal 
Mr. Aram James 
C/O Mr. Abenicio Cisneros 
acisneros@capubilcrecordslaw.com  
 
RE:  Mr. James’ California Public Records Act Request Dated February 22, 2021 Ref: W002788-022221 
 
Dear Mr. Cisneros and Mr. James, 
 
This letter is being sent to you per your instructions of your electronic mail received April 1, 2021 on 
behalf of Mr. James.  This follow up letter is in response to his California Public Records Act Request 
dated February 22nd and my last posting to Mr. James on February 18, 2021 in which Mr. James requests 
certain records maintained by the City of Palo Alto relating to the Canine program in the City of Palo 
Alto, pursuant to the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 6250 et seq.    
 
Records Request 1:  
 
Any and all City of Palo Alto and Palo Alto Police Department documents and related information 
regarding the numbers of police dogs currently in the PAPD canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 1:  
 
The Palo Alto Police Department currently has two canine service dogs.  
 
Records Request 2:  
 
Any and all documents related to the purchase, training, and cost of maintaining the current canine unit. 
(last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 2:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled with reference to question #2.  The City is still gathering financial 
documentation subsequent to your request and will release them in rolling intervals until completed. 
We anticipate the next release of financial records to be released on or before April 15, 2021. 
 
Records Request 3:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the annual cost of maintaining the Palo Alto’s 
Canine unit. (The total annual canine budget for the Palo Alto Police Department) 
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Response to Records Request 3:  
 
For the last three years, the Department makes it a discretionary spending allocation from the operating 
budget to Canine expenses.  Currently that amount is $10,800/year.  In 2018, there was a donation of 
$29,554.00 as reflected in the attached document, refer to question #2 (Bohdan financial information.) 
 
Records Request 4:  
 
Any and all documents regarding the number of times the canine unit has deployed their dogs during 
the last 36 months against a person. (# of times the canines have been deployed as a weapon as a 
opposed to the use of the canine in a search and rescue mission.) (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 4:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled Enberg and Tannock Logs.  Some responsive documents are exempt 
from disclosure or have been redacted pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 832.7 et seq., Gov. Code § 6254(c), 
and Welfare and Institutions Code § 5328 as they contain training and personnel record information as 
well as conservatorship information.  


Records Request 5:  
 
Any and all documents reflecting the race of those who were attacked by dogs in the PAPD canine unit 
during the last 36 months —from today’s date back 36 months. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 5:  
 
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine are contained in the Police 
Investigation Report and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. Code §§ 6254(f).   
 
Records Request 6:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 6:  
 
The number of bites in the past 36 months is five that required varying types of medical attention.  
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine, details of their injuries and photos 
are contained in the Police Investigation Reports and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. 
Code §§ 6254(f) and 6254(c). 
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Records Request 7:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 7:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #6 above.  
 
Records Request 8:  
 
A list of all complaints and lawsuits growing out of attacks by dogs on the canine unit going back 36 
months from receipt of this CPRA request. (last 36 months)   
 
Response to Records Request 8:  
 
Zero complaints in the last 36 months.  Here is the link to the Independent Police Auditor: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/pol/auditor.asp   
 
There were two government claims filed in the last 36 months.  Please see attached .pdf.   
 
Records Request 9:  
 
Any and all documents, name and type of artificial teeth, —and the material used to create these 
artificial teeth, that are made for each dog. For example teeth made of titanium.   
 
Response to Records Request 9:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  The Department does not use artificial teeth. 
 
Records Request 10:  
 
Any and all documents, and related information re the vendor used by the PAPD to make teeth for each 
canine on the team.   
 
Response to Records Request 10:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  
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Records Request 11:  
 
Any and all documents, or related information, re the annual budget to pay for replacement of artificial 
teeth for the canine unit? Food budget? Medical budget? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 11:  
 
No responsive records to your request.  No Department dogs have artificial teeth.  I respectfully refer 
you to the response above written for question #2. 
 
Records Request 12:  
 
All documents and information regarding the certification process each canine member must go through 
to obtain all appropriate certifications.  
 
Response to Records Request 12:  
 
Handler and Dogs take a POST qualification test once a year.  Both PAPD canine teams have maintained 
and are currently certified.  Please refer to the Palo Alto Police Department Policy 318 previously 
released to you on February 18, 2021.  For further information on Canines please see attached link 
published by POST for further information and guidelines released by California POST:  
https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/Publications/K-9.pdf  
 
Records Request 13:  
 
Documentation or related information re whether the necessary documentation/certification for each 
canine is current.   
 
Response to Records Request 13:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 14:  
 
The name of each officer assigned to the canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 14:  
 
Agent Nick Enberg and Balko.  Officer Julie Tannock and Bohdan. 
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Records Request 15:  
 
Any and all documents related to the training officers must undergo to qualify for membership to the 
canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 15:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 16:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the certification process members of the 
canine unit (police officers) must undergo to qualify for the unit.  
 
Response to Records Request 16:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 17:  
 
Any and all current information and documentation related to re whether each police officer currently 
assigned to the canine unit has up to date certification? 
 
Response to Records Request 17:  
 
Although individual officer training records are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 
832.7 et seq. and Gov. Code § 6254(c), it is the policy of the Department that Canine teams be certified.  
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 18:  
 
Any and all documentation re the number of times a non police officer who has been bitten/attacked by 
a Palo Alto police dog has been required to obtain medical treatment during the last 36 months. Dating 
back 36 months from receipt of this request. 
 
Response to Records Request 18:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
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Records Request 19:  
 
Number of times the victim of a Palo Alto Police dog bite or attack has been required to be hospitalized. 
Time frame going back 36 months from the receipt of this CPRA request.   
 
Response to Records Request 19:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #18 above.  
 
Records Request 20:  
 
Area or areas of the city of Palo Alto where police have released their canines most frequently. 
 
Response to Records Request 20:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 21:  
 
Any and all information and documentation re the frequency (the number of times) the Palo Alto Police 
have used their canine unit to assist the East Palo Alto Police during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 21:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 22:  
 
To assist the Mountain View Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 22:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 23:  
 
The Menlo Park Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 23:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
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Records Request 24:  
 
To assist the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 24:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 25:  
 
The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 25:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 26:  
 
Monies spent on training either a police officer member of the canine unit or a dog member of the unit 
for out of the Palo Alto training? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 26:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #2 above.  
 
Records Request 27:  
 
Any and all emails, memos, written policies, and other documentation regarding the need to use the 
canine unit to keep or intimidate residents of East Palo Alto from traveling to Palo Alto. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 27:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 28:  
 
Any and all text messages (or similar electronic communications) between members of the canine unit 
and other members of the Palo Alto Police department, or other local law enforcement agencies 
reflecting racial bias, towards African Americans or other racial minorities. (last 36 months) 
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Response to Records Request 28:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 29:  
 
Name of the canine supervisor and length of time that officer has been in that role. 
 
Response to Records Request 29:  
 
Sergeant Alex Afanasiev from 2018 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 30:  
 
The name of the canine team manager and the length of time that officer has held this position. 
 
Response to Records Request 30:  
 
Captain Andrew Binder from 2018 – 2020 and Assistant Chief Andrew Binder from 2020 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 31:  
 
Any and all documents or information re the number of times victims of canine bits, by the PAPD canine 
unit, have been transported to the Stanford Hospital or any other local hospital facility for injuries. (last 
36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 31:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
 
Records Request 32:  
 
Cost of all hospital visits for canine bits inflicted by the PAPD canine unit (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 32:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
 
 
 







POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
275 Forest Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
(650) 329-2406 
 


9 
 


 
 
Records Request 33:  
 
Any additional documents and information regarding the canine unit that I have not specifically asked 
for but are relevant to my current CPDA request to establish the current status of the PAPD canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 33:  
 
A link to the City’s video and news release can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143 
 
A link to the press release for the February 21, 2021 arrest can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804  
 
I cannot speculate about what other documents you may be seeking.  If you need assistance in locating 
additional disclosable records, please contact me.   
 
Records Request 34:  
 
Current Palo Alto Police Department policy or policies regarding the function, structure deployment of 
canines etc.   
 
Response to Records Request 34:  
 
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 regarding Canines previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 35:  
 
Name of the current computer system, i.e., Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system used to track all 
active of the Palo Alto Police Department Canine Unit?  
 
Response to Records Request 35:  
 
The Department uses Intergraph Computer-Aided Dispatch from Hexagon for police and fire.  
 
 
Thank you, 


 
Lisa Scheff 
Public Safety Program Manager/Records 
Palo Alto Police Department 
Lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org 



https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804
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Financial Information for K-9 Bohdan: 
 


Paying out of 
Account 


70191001-32070 
Questica BCR 
2019-821403 


  


  
Donation 
Received 


$29,554.00 Paid To Date Paid 


Acquisition -$9,810.00 Witmer Tyson 11/7/2018 
Training -$3,300.00 Witmer Tyson 11/8/2018 
Supplies  -$824.59 Witmer Tyson 10/26/2018 
K9 training -$1,650.00 Witmer Tyson 12/11/2018 
Amount Left $13,969.41   
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January 12, 2021


Sharona Eslamboly Hakim
Law Offices of Eslamboly Hakim
8730 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500
Beverly Hills, CA 90211


Re: Claim No.: C20 0037
Claimant: Joel Domingo Alejo
Date of Loss: 06/25/2020


Dear Sharona Eslamboly Hakim:


We received your recent claim dated December 7, 2020 (which was received by the City
on December 18, 2020), regarding an alleged incident that occurred on June 25, 2020 at
or near . Please note that a claim was
previously presented by the same claimant for the same incident. The original claim
was rejected, and Notice of that rejection was provided on or about August 12, 2020.
Although Government Code Section 910.6 provides for certain circumstances in which a
claim can be amended, that Section does not require the City to take further action.
Accordingly, the City stands on its prior rejection.


Sincerely,


Bella Wu
Claims Investigator


Enclosure


pc: Terence Howzell, Chief Assistant City Attorney
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Aram 

 
Dear Mr. Cisneros,
 
Per your instruction, I am sending you the CPRA response on behalf of Mr.
James.  I had previously told Mr. James that I would send him responses
via email as well as GovQA, so I have added him to this communication. 
Likewise, I have added you to the GovQA notification although I don’t
believe you will be able to access the records on that format.
 
Thank you,
 

Lisa Scheff
Public Safety Program Manager/Records
Palo Alto Police Department
(650) 329-2553 | lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org | www.papd.org
   
 

mailto:lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
http://www.papd.org/
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April 5, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
VIA CPA Web Portal 
Mr. Aram James 
C/O Mr. Abenicio Cisneros 
acisneros@capubilcrecordslaw.com  
 
RE:  Mr. James’ California Public Records Act Request Dated February 22, 2021 Ref: W002788-022221 
 
Dear Mr. Cisneros and Mr. James, 
 
This letter is being sent to you per your instructions of your electronic mail received April 1, 2021 on 
behalf of Mr. James.  This follow up letter is in response to his California Public Records Act Request 
dated February 22nd and my last posting to Mr. James on February 18, 2021 in which Mr. James requests 
certain records maintained by the City of Palo Alto relating to the Canine program in the City of Palo 
Alto, pursuant to the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 6250 et seq.    
 
Records Request 1:  
 
Any and all City of Palo Alto and Palo Alto Police Department documents and related information 
regarding the numbers of police dogs currently in the PAPD canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 1:  
 
The Palo Alto Police Department currently has two canine service dogs.  
 
Records Request 2:  
 
Any and all documents related to the purchase, training, and cost of maintaining the current canine unit. 
(last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 2:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled with reference to question #2.  The City is still gathering financial 
documentation subsequent to your request and will release them in rolling intervals until completed. 
We anticipate the next release of financial records to be released on or before April 15, 2021. 
 
Records Request 3:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the annual cost of maintaining the Palo Alto’s 
Canine unit. (The total annual canine budget for the Palo Alto Police Department) 
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Response to Records Request 3:  
 
For the last three years, the Department makes it a discretionary spending allocation from the operating 
budget to Canine expenses.  Currently that amount is $10,800/year.  In 2018, there was a donation of 
$29,554.00 as reflected in the attached document, refer to question #2 (Bohdan financial information.) 
 
Records Request 4:  
 
Any and all documents regarding the number of times the canine unit has deployed their dogs during 
the last 36 months against a person. (# of times the canines have been deployed as a weapon as a 
opposed to the use of the canine in a search and rescue mission.) (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 4:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled Enberg and Tannock Logs.  Some responsive documents are exempt 
from disclosure or have been redacted pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 832.7 et seq., Gov. Code § 6254(c), 
and Welfare and Institutions Code § 5328 as they contain training and personnel record information as 
well as conservatorship information.  

Records Request 5:  
 
Any and all documents reflecting the race of those who were attacked by dogs in the PAPD canine unit 
during the last 36 months —from today’s date back 36 months. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 5:  
 
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine are contained in the Police 
Investigation Report and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. Code §§ 6254(f).   
 
Records Request 6:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 6:  
 
The number of bites in the past 36 months is five that required varying types of medical attention.  
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine, details of their injuries and photos 
are contained in the Police Investigation Reports and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. 
Code §§ 6254(f) and 6254(c). 
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Records Request 7:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 7:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #6 above.  
 
Records Request 8:  
 
A list of all complaints and lawsuits growing out of attacks by dogs on the canine unit going back 36 
months from receipt of this CPRA request. (last 36 months)   
 
Response to Records Request 8:  
 
Zero complaints in the last 36 months.  Here is the link to the Independent Police Auditor: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/pol/auditor.asp   
 
There were two government claims filed in the last 36 months.  Please see attached .pdf.   
 
Records Request 9:  
 
Any and all documents, name and type of artificial teeth, —and the material used to create these 
artificial teeth, that are made for each dog. For example teeth made of titanium.   
 
Response to Records Request 9:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  The Department does not use artificial teeth. 
 
Records Request 10:  
 
Any and all documents, and related information re the vendor used by the PAPD to make teeth for each 
canine on the team.   
 
Response to Records Request 10:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  
 
 
 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/pol/auditor.asp
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Records Request 11:  
 
Any and all documents, or related information, re the annual budget to pay for replacement of artificial 
teeth for the canine unit? Food budget? Medical budget? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 11:  
 
No responsive records to your request.  No Department dogs have artificial teeth.  I respectfully refer 
you to the response above written for question #2. 
 
Records Request 12:  
 
All documents and information regarding the certification process each canine member must go through 
to obtain all appropriate certifications.  
 
Response to Records Request 12:  
 
Handler and Dogs take a POST qualification test once a year.  Both PAPD canine teams have maintained 
and are currently certified.  Please refer to the Palo Alto Police Department Policy 318 previously 
released to you on February 18, 2021.  For further information on Canines please see attached link 
published by POST for further information and guidelines released by California POST:  
https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/Publications/K-9.pdf  
 
Records Request 13:  
 
Documentation or related information re whether the necessary documentation/certification for each 
canine is current.   
 
Response to Records Request 13:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 14:  
 
The name of each officer assigned to the canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 14:  
 
Agent Nick Enberg and Balko.  Officer Julie Tannock and Bohdan. 
 
 
 

https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/Publications/K-9.pdf
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Records Request 15:  
 
Any and all documents related to the training officers must undergo to qualify for membership to the 
canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 15:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 16:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the certification process members of the 
canine unit (police officers) must undergo to qualify for the unit.  
 
Response to Records Request 16:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 17:  
 
Any and all current information and documentation related to re whether each police officer currently 
assigned to the canine unit has up to date certification? 
 
Response to Records Request 17:  
 
Although individual officer training records are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 
832.7 et seq. and Gov. Code § 6254(c), it is the policy of the Department that Canine teams be certified.  
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 18:  
 
Any and all documentation re the number of times a non police officer who has been bitten/attacked by 
a Palo Alto police dog has been required to obtain medical treatment during the last 36 months. Dating 
back 36 months from receipt of this request. 
 
Response to Records Request 18:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
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Records Request 19:  
 
Number of times the victim of a Palo Alto Police dog bite or attack has been required to be hospitalized. 
Time frame going back 36 months from the receipt of this CPRA request.   
 
Response to Records Request 19:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #18 above.  
 
Records Request 20:  
 
Area or areas of the city of Palo Alto where police have released their canines most frequently. 
 
Response to Records Request 20:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 21:  
 
Any and all information and documentation re the frequency (the number of times) the Palo Alto Police 
have used their canine unit to assist the East Palo Alto Police during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 21:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 22:  
 
To assist the Mountain View Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 22:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 23:  
 
The Menlo Park Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 23:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
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Records Request 24:  
 
To assist the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 24:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 25:  
 
The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 25:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 26:  
 
Monies spent on training either a police officer member of the canine unit or a dog member of the unit 
for out of the Palo Alto training? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 26:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #2 above.  
 
Records Request 27:  
 
Any and all emails, memos, written policies, and other documentation regarding the need to use the 
canine unit to keep or intimidate residents of East Palo Alto from traveling to Palo Alto. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 27:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 28:  
 
Any and all text messages (or similar electronic communications) between members of the canine unit 
and other members of the Palo Alto Police department, or other local law enforcement agencies 
reflecting racial bias, towards African Americans or other racial minorities. (last 36 months) 
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Response to Records Request 28:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 29:  
 
Name of the canine supervisor and length of time that officer has been in that role. 
 
Response to Records Request 29:  
 
Sergeant Alex Afanasiev from 2018 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 30:  
 
The name of the canine team manager and the length of time that officer has held this position. 
 
Response to Records Request 30:  
 
Captain Andrew Binder from 2018 – 2020 and Assistant Chief Andrew Binder from 2020 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 31:  
 
Any and all documents or information re the number of times victims of canine bits, by the PAPD canine 
unit, have been transported to the Stanford Hospital or any other local hospital facility for injuries. (last 
36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 31:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
 
Records Request 32:  
 
Cost of all hospital visits for canine bits inflicted by the PAPD canine unit (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 32:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
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Records Request 33:  
 
Any additional documents and information regarding the canine unit that I have not specifically asked 
for but are relevant to my current CPDA request to establish the current status of the PAPD canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 33:  
 
A link to the City’s video and news release can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143 
 
A link to the press release for the February 21, 2021 arrest can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804  
 
I cannot speculate about what other documents you may be seeking.  If you need assistance in locating 
additional disclosable records, please contact me.   
 
Records Request 34:  
 
Current Palo Alto Police Department policy or policies regarding the function, structure deployment of 
canines etc.   
 
Response to Records Request 34:  
 
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 regarding Canines previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 35:  
 
Name of the current computer system, i.e., Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system used to track all 
active of the Palo Alto Police Department Canine Unit?  
 
Response to Records Request 35:  
 
The Department uses Intergraph Computer-Aided Dispatch from Hexagon for police and fire.  
 
 
Thank you, 

 
Lisa Scheff 
Public Safety Program Manager/Records 
Palo Alto Police Department 
Lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804
mailto:Lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org


From: Binder, Andrew
To: Aram James; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Human Relations Commission; Council, City;

chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; Jeff Moore; Kaloma Smith; Greer Stone;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com

Cc: Jonsen, Robert; Shikada, Ed
Subject: RE: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current

interview -interrogation protocol is located ?
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 7:55:42 AM

Mr. James - Yesterday was a busy day preparing for our Council items and managing on-going PD operations. I
want to let you know I've received your email on Sunday (and your VMs yesterday) and will be giving you a call
soon about discussing your questions below. Thanks - andrew 

Andrew Binder
Assistant Police Chief
Palo Alto Police Department
(650) 329-2449 | andrew.binder@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org | www.papd.org

           

-----Original Message-----
From: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 06, 2021 7:47 AM
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew <Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Human Relations
Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>;
chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>; Jeff Moore <moorej@esuhsd.org>; Kaloma Smith
<pastor@universityamez.com>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com
Subject: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your
current interview -interrogation protocol is located ?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> FYI: Mike copied this email to 40 or so folks and inadvertently left u off.
> Aram
>>
>> Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04
>>
>> Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief) Hope you are doing
>> well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not locate ...I’m sure it is there —-
current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects.
>>
>> Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:
>>
>> 1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations?
>>
>>
>> 2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations ....that take
place off the camera before a taped interview proceeds?
>>
>> 3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done
>> in-house or using the old school tactics taught by InBau and Reed? (

mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:paloaltofreepress@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:chuckjagoda1@gmail.com
mailto:Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
mailto:moorej@esuhsd.org
mailto:pastor@universityamez.com
mailto:gstone22@gmail.com
mailto:michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org


>> see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have
>> the 4th edition...may be a later ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E.
>> Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C. Jayne
>>
>> 4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer Natasha Powers
—case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or training?
>>
>> ****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re how not to
conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely confessed. Many years later
the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal rape of a 94 years woman living at the Palo
Alto Commons at the time of the rape.
>>
>> 5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to crime
suspects in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation policies that prohibit 
officers from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question at # 6.
>>
>> 6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can lie?
Prohibited? Some gray area in between?
>>
>> 7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics?
>>
>> 8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD engaged in
impermissible interrogation tactics?
>>
>> 9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation tactics used by
the PAPD.
>>
>> Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.
>>
>> Best regards,
>>
>> Aram James
>>
>> P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late notice re my
interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s study session..... I will CC my
e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties.
>>
>>
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January 12, 2021

Sharona Eslamboly Hakim
Law Offices of Eslamboly Hakim
8730 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Re: Claim No.: C20 0037
Claimant: Joel Domingo Alejo
Date of Loss: 06/25/2020

Dear Sharona Eslamboly Hakim:

We received your recent claim dated December 7, 2020 (which was received by the City
on December 18, 2020), regarding an alleged incident that occurred on June 25, 2020 at
or near . Please note that a claim was
previously presented by the same claimant for the same incident. The original claim
was rejected, and Notice of that rejection was provided on or about August 12, 2020.
Although Government Code Section 910.6 provides for certain circumstances in which a
claim can be amended, that Section does not require the City to take further action.
Accordingly, the City stands on its prior rejection.

Sincerely,

Bella Wu
Claims Investigator

Enclosure

pc: Terence Howzell, Chief Assistant City Attorney
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Financial Information for K-9 Bohdan: 
 

Paying out of 
Account 

70191001-32070 
Questica BCR 
2019-821403 

  

  
Donation 
Received 

$29,554.00 Paid To Date Paid 

Acquisition -$9,810.00 Witmer Tyson 11/7/2018 
Training -$3,300.00 Witmer Tyson 11/8/2018 
Supplies  -$824.59 Witmer Tyson 10/26/2018 
K9 training -$1,650.00 Witmer Tyson 12/11/2018 
Amount Left $13,969.41   

 

CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



CPRA Records Release W002788-022221



From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Raj; Jeff Rosen; Jeff Moore; Richard Konda; Human Relations Commission;

Planning Commission; Council, City; Rebecca Eisenberg; Binder, Andrew; Tony Dixon; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;
Greer Stone; Cecilia Taylor; Josh Becker; Roberta Ahlquist; Jonsen, Robert; Charisse Domingo;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Raven Malone; Jeff Rosen; kmartin@padailypost.com;
pastor@universityamez.com; Sunita de Tourreil; DuBois, Tom; ParkRec Commission; Tanner, Rachael; mark
weiss; Joe Simitian; griffinam@sbcglobal.net; David Angel; Winter Dellenbach; Kou, Lydia; Greg Tanaka; Stump,
Molly; Pat Burt; Shikada, Ed; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Molly.ONeal@pdo.sccgov.org; Perron, Zachary; Dave Price;
Cormack, Alison; moore2j@att.net

Subject: Information that has finally been disclosed by way of my public records act request, make on Feb 22, disclosure
date 4-5-20—more data sought on the canine attack on Mr. Joel Alejo, and on Palo Alto’s canine generally (
slight edits from my 1st send)

Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 11:29:30 AM
Attachments: image003.png

CPRA Response Letter2_AJames K9_W0027788-022221_F(4-6).pdf
CPRA Response Docs_W002788-022221_K9-ref Question2.pdf
Bohdan Dog Record.pdf
Balko dog record.pdf
Gov claims.pdf
Enberg Logs-Redacted.pdf
Tannock Logs-Redacted.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


4 -7- 2021
 
From:  Aram James
 
To: The people of Palo Alto and Santa Clara County
 
Is it time to ban police canine units in Palo Alto, and in all of Santa
Clara County?
 
Re: Aram’s attempt to receive information from the Palo Alto Police
Department regarding the current status of our canine unit by using
the California Public Records Act.
 
Hi Folks, Here are the public records that have thus far been released
to me, by the city of Palo Alto, as well as copies of my 34 questions
that generated the partial responses, I have received thus far. ( see all
info below)
 
In 2005 the PAPD was willing to release the race of the dog bite
victims —but not so far this time. One has to wonder what the city is
covering up.
 
Also see the 25-page complaint filed by Mr. Alejo’s attorney

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
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mailto:Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org
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April 5, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
VIA CPA Web Portal 
Mr. Aram James 
C/O Mr. Abenicio Cisneros 
acisneros@capubilcrecordslaw.com  
 
RE:  Mr. James’ California Public Records Act Request Dated February 22, 2021 Ref: W002788-022221 
 
Dear Mr. Cisneros and Mr. James, 
 
This letter is being sent to you per your instructions of your electronic mail received April 1, 2021 on 
behalf of Mr. James.  This follow up letter is in response to his California Public Records Act Request 
dated February 22nd and my last posting to Mr. James on February 18, 2021 in which Mr. James requests 
certain records maintained by the City of Palo Alto relating to the Canine program in the City of Palo 
Alto, pursuant to the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 6250 et seq.    
 
Records Request 1:  
 
Any and all City of Palo Alto and Palo Alto Police Department documents and related information 
regarding the numbers of police dogs currently in the PAPD canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 1:  
 
The Palo Alto Police Department currently has two canine service dogs.  
 
Records Request 2:  
 
Any and all documents related to the purchase, training, and cost of maintaining the current canine unit. 
(last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 2:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled with reference to question #2.  The City is still gathering financial 
documentation subsequent to your request and will release them in rolling intervals until completed. 
We anticipate the next release of financial records to be released on or before April 15, 2021. 
 
Records Request 3:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the annual cost of maintaining the Palo Alto’s 
Canine unit. (The total annual canine budget for the Palo Alto Police Department) 
 



mailto:acisneros@capubilcrecordslaw.com
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Response to Records Request 3:  
 
For the last three years, the Department makes it a discretionary spending allocation from the operating 
budget to Canine expenses.  Currently that amount is $10,800/year.  In 2018, there was a donation of 
$29,554.00 as reflected in the attached document, refer to question #2 (Bohdan financial information.) 
 
Records Request 4:  
 
Any and all documents regarding the number of times the canine unit has deployed their dogs during 
the last 36 months against a person. (# of times the canines have been deployed as a weapon as a 
opposed to the use of the canine in a search and rescue mission.) (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 4:  
 
Please see attached .pdf labeled Enberg and Tannock Logs.  Some responsive documents are exempt 
from disclosure or have been redacted pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 832.7 et seq., Gov. Code § 6254(c), 
and Welfare and Institutions Code § 5328 as they contain training and personnel record information as 
well as conservatorship information.  


Records Request 5:  
 
Any and all documents reflecting the race of those who were attacked by dogs in the PAPD canine unit 
during the last 36 months —from today’s date back 36 months. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 5:  
 
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine are contained in the Police 
Investigation Report and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. Code §§ 6254(f).   
 
Records Request 6:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 6:  
 
The number of bites in the past 36 months is five that required varying types of medical attention.  
Information regarding those sustaining injuries from a PAPD canine, details of their injuries and photos 
are contained in the Police Investigation Reports and are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Govt. 
Code §§ 6254(f) and 6254(c). 
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Records Request 7:  
 
While redacting the name of the individuals for privacy purposes —the number of individuals injured by 
the canine unit and the extent of said injuries...and all related documents redacted for privacy concerns. 
Including photos of the injuries.   
 
Response to Records Request 7:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #6 above.  
 
Records Request 8:  
 
A list of all complaints and lawsuits growing out of attacks by dogs on the canine unit going back 36 
months from receipt of this CPRA request. (last 36 months)   
 
Response to Records Request 8:  
 
Zero complaints in the last 36 months.  Here is the link to the Independent Police Auditor: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/pol/auditor.asp   
 
There were two government claims filed in the last 36 months.  Please see attached .pdf.   
 
Records Request 9:  
 
Any and all documents, name and type of artificial teeth, —and the material used to create these 
artificial teeth, that are made for each dog. For example teeth made of titanium.   
 
Response to Records Request 9:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  The Department does not use artificial teeth. 
 
Records Request 10:  
 
Any and all documents, and related information re the vendor used by the PAPD to make teeth for each 
canine on the team.   
 
Response to Records Request 10:  
 
No responsive records subsequent to your request.  
 
 
 



https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/pol/auditor.asp
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Records Request 11:  
 
Any and all documents, or related information, re the annual budget to pay for replacement of artificial 
teeth for the canine unit? Food budget? Medical budget? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 11:  
 
No responsive records to your request.  No Department dogs have artificial teeth.  I respectfully refer 
you to the response above written for question #2. 
 
Records Request 12:  
 
All documents and information regarding the certification process each canine member must go through 
to obtain all appropriate certifications.  
 
Response to Records Request 12:  
 
Handler and Dogs take a POST qualification test once a year.  Both PAPD canine teams have maintained 
and are currently certified.  Please refer to the Palo Alto Police Department Policy 318 previously 
released to you on February 18, 2021.  For further information on Canines please see attached link 
published by POST for further information and guidelines released by California POST:  
https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/Publications/K-9.pdf  
 
Records Request 13:  
 
Documentation or related information re whether the necessary documentation/certification for each 
canine is current.   
 
Response to Records Request 13:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 14:  
 
The name of each officer assigned to the canine unit.   
 
Response to Records Request 14:  
 
Agent Nick Enberg and Balko.  Officer Julie Tannock and Bohdan. 
 
 
 



https://post.ca.gov/Portals/0/Publications/K-9.pdf
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Records Request 15:  
 
Any and all documents related to the training officers must undergo to qualify for membership to the 
canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 15:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 16:  
 
Any and all documents and related information regarding the certification process members of the 
canine unit (police officers) must undergo to qualify for the unit.  
 
Response to Records Request 16:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to records request #12 above. 
 
Records Request 17:  
 
Any and all current information and documentation related to re whether each police officer currently 
assigned to the canine unit has up to date certification? 
 
Response to Records Request 17:  
 
Although individual officer training records are exempt from the CPRA pursuant to Cal. Penal Code § 
832.7 et seq. and Gov. Code § 6254(c), it is the policy of the Department that Canine teams be certified.  
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 18:  
 
Any and all documentation re the number of times a non police officer who has been bitten/attacked by 
a Palo Alto police dog has been required to obtain medical treatment during the last 36 months. Dating 
back 36 months from receipt of this request. 
 
Response to Records Request 18:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
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Records Request 19:  
 
Number of times the victim of a Palo Alto Police dog bite or attack has been required to be hospitalized. 
Time frame going back 36 months from the receipt of this CPRA request.   
 
Response to Records Request 19:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #18 above.  
 
Records Request 20:  
 
Area or areas of the city of Palo Alto where police have released their canines most frequently. 
 
Response to Records Request 20:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 21:  
 
Any and all information and documentation re the frequency (the number of times) the Palo Alto Police 
have used their canine unit to assist the East Palo Alto Police during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 21:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 22:  
 
To assist the Mountain View Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 22:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 23:  
 
The Menlo Park Police Department during the last 36 months? 
 
Response to Records Request 23:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
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Records Request 24:  
 
To assist the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 24:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 25:  
 
The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 25:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response above written for question #4. 
 
Records Request 26:  
 
Monies spent on training either a police officer member of the canine unit or a dog member of the unit 
for out of the Palo Alto training? (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 26:  
 
I respectfully refer you to the response to question #2 above.  
 
Records Request 27:  
 
Any and all emails, memos, written policies, and other documentation regarding the need to use the 
canine unit to keep or intimidate residents of East Palo Alto from traveling to Palo Alto. (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 27:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 28:  
 
Any and all text messages (or similar electronic communications) between members of the canine unit 
and other members of the Palo Alto Police department, or other local law enforcement agencies 
reflecting racial bias, towards African Americans or other racial minorities. (last 36 months) 
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Response to Records Request 28:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
 
Records Request 29:  
 
Name of the canine supervisor and length of time that officer has been in that role. 
 
Response to Records Request 29:  
 
Sergeant Alex Afanasiev from 2018 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 30:  
 
The name of the canine team manager and the length of time that officer has held this position. 
 
Response to Records Request 30:  
 
Captain Andrew Binder from 2018 – 2020 and Assistant Chief Andrew Binder from 2020 – 2021.  
 
Records Request 31:  
 
Any and all documents or information re the number of times victims of canine bits, by the PAPD canine 
unit, have been transported to the Stanford Hospital or any other local hospital facility for injuries. (last 
36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 31:  
 
It is the policy of the Department that any bite administered receives medical treatment.  In the past 36 
months, the number is five. 
 
Records Request 32:  
 
Cost of all hospital visits for canine bits inflicted by the PAPD canine unit (last 36 months) 
 
Response to Records Request 32:  
 
No responsive records to your request. 
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Records Request 33:  
 
Any additional documents and information regarding the canine unit that I have not specifically asked 
for but are relevant to my current CPDA request to establish the current status of the PAPD canine unit 
 
Response to Records Request 33:  
 
A link to the City’s video and news release can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143 
 
A link to the press release for the February 21, 2021 arrest can be found here: 
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804  
 
I cannot speculate about what other documents you may be seeking.  If you need assistance in locating 
additional disclosable records, please contact me.   
 
Records Request 34:  
 
Current Palo Alto Police Department policy or policies regarding the function, structure deployment of 
canines etc.   
 
Response to Records Request 34:  
 
Please refer to Palo Alto Policy 318 regarding Canines previously released to you on February 18, 2021. 
 
Records Request 35:  
 
Name of the current computer system, i.e., Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system used to track all 
active of the Palo Alto Police Department Canine Unit?  
 
Response to Records Request 35:  
 
The Department uses Intergraph Computer-Aided Dispatch from Hexagon for police and fire.  
 
 
Thank you, 


 
Lisa Scheff 
Public Safety Program Manager/Records 
Palo Alto Police Department 
Lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org 



https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=5143

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=1804

mailto:Lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org






Financial Information for K-9 Bohdan: 
 


Paying out of 
Account 


70191001-32070 
Questica BCR 
2019-821403 


  


  
Donation 
Received 


$29,554.00 Paid To Date Paid 


Acquisition -$9,810.00 Witmer Tyson 11/7/2018 
Training -$3,300.00 Witmer Tyson 11/8/2018 
Supplies  -$824.59 Witmer Tyson 10/26/2018 
K9 training -$1,650.00 Witmer Tyson 12/11/2018 
Amount Left $13,969.41   
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January 12, 2021


Sharona Eslamboly Hakim
Law Offices of Eslamboly Hakim
8730 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500
Beverly Hills, CA 90211


Re: Claim No.: C20 0037
Claimant: Joel Domingo Alejo
Date of Loss: 06/25/2020


Dear Sharona Eslamboly Hakim:


We received your recent claim dated December 7, 2020 (which was received by the City
on December 18, 2020), regarding an alleged incident that occurred on June 25, 2020 at
or near . Please note that a claim was
previously presented by the same claimant for the same incident. The original claim
was rejected, and Notice of that rejection was provided on or about August 12, 2020.
Although Government Code Section 910.6 provides for certain circumstances in which a
claim can be amended, that Section does not require the City to take further action.
Accordingly, the City stands on its prior rejection.


Sincerely,


Bella Wu
Claims Investigator


Enclosure


pc: Terence Howzell, Chief Assistant City Attorney
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including graphic injury photos taken during his stay at El Camino
Hospital in Mountain View.
 
Much of officer Enberg's deployment logs are redacted. One of
things I did notice is more of his canine uses were in East Palo Alto
than Palo Alto.
 
Given the extent of the redactions, re Enberg’s canine log, and the
small number of entries not redacted, it is difficult to establish any 
consistent pattern. Clearly this is an issue I think the public should
pursue.
 
Hopefully my attorney, who specializes in public record law, will
convince the city of Palo Alto to provide more of the records that I
have requested, as this legal process goes forward. In this way I can
fill in for the public a more complete picture of how Palo Alto uses
its canine units.
 
The log for the second canine handler, Officer Tannock, seems to
show canine deployments in Mountain View, Menlo Park, Redwood
City and a fair share of the use of this officer’s canine time for public
displays and public relations purposes. 
 
The public relations canine exhibits may be used to soften up the
public to think how cute these canines are without giving the public
the other-side of the story, how these vicious dogs are trained to
mostly attack black and brown people here, and across this country.
The injuries inflicted by these canines are often serious and
sometimes even deadly.
 
I wonder how many law enforcement hours are spent every year
parading this vicious canines from one public event to another? And
how much money does this unnecessary police exhibitionism, of
these vicious and violent canines, cost our city every year?
 
Given the long history of using police canines against enslaved
people, during the Jim Crow era, during the civil rights movement,
and up and through today’s political demonstrations, what are we
teaching our children about the use of violence against our black and
brown brothers and sisters?



 
I say it is past time we ban canine units in Palo Alto and across this
country.
 
Please review any and all of the questions and information below
and see what you find. Feel free to share any of the information or
concerns you have with me, and with the other folks on this list.
Share the information with your concerned friends and neighbors.
 
As more information is forthcoming from the city I will pass it your
way.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aram James
 
 

 

Dear Mr. Cisneros,

 

Per your instruction, I am sending you the
CPRA response on behalf of Mr. James.  I
had previously told Mr. James that I would
send him responses via email as well as
GovQA, so I have added him to this
communication.  Likewise, I have added you
to the GovQA notification although I don’t
believe you will be able to access the
records on that format.

 

Thank you,

 

Lisa Scheff

Public Safety Program Manager/Records

Palo Alto Police Department



(650) 329-2553 | lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org

www.cityofpaloalto.org | www.papd.org

   

 

mailto:lisa.scheff@cityofpaloalto.org
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
http://www.papd.org/
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg
Subject: City of Palo Alto Public Records Request :: W002897-040721
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 3:33:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.



04/07/2021

Dear Aram:

The City of Palo Alto is dedicated and responsive to our community.
 Your request has been received and is being processed.  Your request was
given the reference number W002897-040721 for tracking purposes.

Records Requested: "The Chief mentioned that there was some higher
authority in the city that ordered the ticketing. I am making a request to
know who that person was."

Your request will be forwarded to the relevant department(s) to locate the
information you seek and to determine the volume and any costs
associated with satisfying your request. You will be contacted about the
availability and/or provided with copies of the records in question. 

You can monitor the progress of your request at the link below and you'll
receive an email when your request has been completed. 

Thank you for using the Public Records Center.

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


City of Palo Alto

Track the issue status and respond at:
https://paloaltoca.mycusthelp.com/webapp//_rs/RequestEdit.aspx?rid=2897

https://u8387795.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=nZGH0ylxadMp5hTpNkeAFl6s3Rxmejs5UxCCFNJYIOKgChfLhPUgqTij5bCD3bmccuzk5jAFOc-2BjvqzY-2Bc0LYjr4N54nyLXLJpHZH-2BCB4uA-3DtPQ4_l2b-2FAAT-2F3dxoHx4rgHUOfS5-2FlKOWsw6R2FAePdqnifGjPRHvEQI7dFa-2FOSpAzBkpUsMoQmtX3HI1-2FyjBtlYA8ETv9Ro-2FnXmGe82Mc9v9in7E3B-2BI9wqebdAEB4P24ra-2BXLxsb2FlECP34VNd-2By5W1cDIGRIZM5tPb-2B7sj6eyNpV3e9QWkho8Cv6MRk5aCWxybPe9H0DBcNRf0AwpWCM3-2BS1mUkgR-2Fz2FOfS-2FpPZg1cAqXwP5n7mqkbUKj2vlp9EJaG8Qv8Js1vn3o-2BJCqxI-2FshkCSRzUlkoaX3QzXVcqW1HjVPkhCsNlJIjYFSS70gpWszST4at9stU4ewsXVvj-2BbRdt-2Fzwc-2BqzyUBLbYpyV1-2Bk-3D


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: If Americans Knew - What every American needs to know about Israel/Palestine
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 6:17:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI: Another view:

https://ifamericansknew.org/

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
https://ifamericansknew.org/


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Council, City; Reifschneider, James; Jonsen, Robert; Jay Boyarsky
Subject: One active African American officer on the current PAPD TEAM ......what does it all mean? A possible answer

below ........
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 10:19:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/black-hispanic-female-police-use-force-less-than-white-male-officers/amp

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:James.Reifschneider@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jboyarsky@dao.sccgov.org
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/black-hispanic-female-police-use-force-less-than-white-male-officers/amp


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Worth watching
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 6:16:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://mayors.combatantisemitism.org/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
https://mayors.combatantisemitism.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/app/google/id284815942


From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission; Donna Wallach
Subject: Biden administration to restore aid to Palestinians—aid previously cut off by the Trump administration
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 1:10:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-middle-east-56665199

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:donnaisanactivist@gmail.com
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-middle-east-56665199


From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Kaloma Smith; Human Relations Commission; Aram James
Subject: Clarification re garbage pickup
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 6:59:36 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Nonprofits are receiving waivers on many fees by the city- otherwise they would pay. Some
even are receiving discounts on utilities bills.  This was discussed in a city council meeting a
couple weeks ago. The City Council was very confused about how to tell the difference
between a non-needy 'nonprofit' like Castilleja and a struggling one like a daycare. My advice
to them was to look at tax filings as that makes things extremely clear; also the benefits can be
restricted to charitable organizations rather than private schools, which are different under the
law. 

That said: 

What the City is providing for free to EVERYONE is the pickup of recycling and compost.
Only the GARBAGE element is charged, and that charge is very minimal if the garbage
container is small. 

For example, my family of 4 that rents a SFH in Old Palo Alto pays $45/month for garbage
pickup because we have the smallest option for trash. We have a tiny trash bin but two huge
recycling bins and one huge compost bin. The compost and recycling bins are full every week,
but the trash bin almost never is -- even with both a dog and cat who live here (cat
litter comprises the most of our trash and there are not a lot of good sustainable cat litter
options currently). 

I think it is reasonable to expect all people to sort their recycling and compost from their trash.
If effectively sorted, the cost of garbage pickup can be VERY low.  

As an aside, I sometimes look into the huge trash bins behind stores and at churches -- mostly
because I sometimes have items to recycle (like a paper I was looking at) or throw away (like
a poop bag for my dog) while walking. Looking in those bins, I see a ton of recyclable and
compostable items in the waste bin.  I urge all people and organizations to work harder to sort
their recyclables and compostables before discarding them --- best of all, I hope that people
will buy less and re-use more.  Better sorting will lower costs for all while also helping
preserve our natural environment. 

Thank you for considering!! 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
mailto:pastor@universityamez.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


From: Aram James
To: Donna Wallach; Human Relations Commission
Subject: Fwd: Our First Podcast: ICC vs. Israel (DOWNLOAD) | WATCH: Settlers Attack Rabbi for Defending Palestinians |

Calling on All of You: Keep Us Alive | More ..
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 3:24:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Donna,
I will listen to the podcast with interests and forward
it on tothe members of the Palo Alto HRC who many 
also be inttrested in listening to the podcast.

Best,

Aram
From: Donna Wallach <cats4jazz@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 8, 2021 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Fwd: Our First Podcast: ICC vs. Israel (DOWNLOAD) | WATCH: Settlers Attack
Rabbi for Defending Palestinians | Calling on All of You: Keep Us Alive | More ..
To: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>

Hi Aram, 

Scroll down to listen to the podcast about Israel trying to block the investigation of the ICC
into War Crimes committed by Israel in Gaza.

I just now saw the email & haven't listened yet. 

Donna

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: The Palestine Chronicle <info@palestinechronicle.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 8, 2021, 11:36
Subject: Our First Podcast: ICC vs. Israel (DOWNLOAD) | WATCH: Settlers Attack Rabbi
for Defending Palestinians | Calling on All of You: Keep Us Alive | More ..
To: <cats4jazz@gmail.com>

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:donnaisanactivist@gmail.com
mailto:hrc@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:cats4jazz@gmail.com
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
mailto:info@palestinechronicle.com
mailto:cats4jazz@gmail.com


       

I SUPPORT THE PALESTINE CHRONICLE

Help Us Now So That Our Voice May
Continue to Be Heard

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3ynnE_g0lynGOnX2GE3bpSkkl46o6NNGD4r_xKUk0L59dI31T9bCaXUuprOSzWFDuCyEN_EkWXEG5IYFlTreF843g7JHTcY8Xu3ykyzk9TFFJ&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yv5zlPuYSUexx9cvrQ8b-DVASMQewUlibRuHnLC32sahO_Ozw5avX7NblKj_M41e-P-nBYAD_PjFZlMlDLX85VEUtJbk0rZHDQ-GmzDcBAMJr8CuqoAizis=&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yv5zlPuYSUexx9cvrQ8b-DVASMQewUlibRuHnLC32sahO_Ozw5avX7NblKj_M41e-P-nBYAD_PjFZlMlDLX85VEUtJbk0rZHDQ-GmzDcBAMJr8CuqoAizis=&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yuC2vHSv53rBantlVJ5EnISjVx5Vk_mM8nc7JMgl-O2TkX8S9G5Qz3OffqdELeXpNAAJvgVYm3sNO-9gBZsRJyaRt1jaMF9hoC7c6WM4sK_H&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yuC2vHSv53rBantlVJ5EnISjVx5Vk_mM8nc7JMgl-O2TkX8S9G5Qz3OffqdELeXpNAAJvgVYm3sNO-9gBZsRJyaRt1jaMF9hoC7c6WM4sK_H&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yvG1pDxsmID0FS4hk15PE6bCir9eG2UV7KaYUzmYsS7_gRoGFaT1co5NAVnWs8yfkm5ru-auI_Z9OOOmiGmqVKfRe8d_aPsYcl4GqoSUnaSMKYUFBd02x94=&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yvG1pDxsmID0FS4hk15PE6bCir9eG2UV7KaYUzmYsS7_gRoGFaT1co5NAVnWs8yfkm5ru-auI_Z9OOOmiGmqVKfRe8d_aPsYcl4GqoSUnaSMKYUFBd02x94=&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yrjGBxWfOcnLXEGoZbp4-xCJ_XTDPYtvP9-4lZQVf__ZjggGR2kMQDtaQYMXF_--_NiYtyMj7UWz3jsxM-dffWRH22s18PqPetgbKculVHtGXDxRDrUHHmH57kNCfYmlNDNp5XTkpWHN&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yrjGBxWfOcnLXEGoZbp4-xCJ_XTDPYtvP9-4lZQVf__ZjggGR2kMQDtaQYMXF_--_NiYtyMj7UWz3jsxM-dffWRH22s18PqPetgbKculVHtGXDxRDrUHHmH57kNCfYmlNDNp5XTkpWHN&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3ynxpNBjiDZ-D9fd5jlWXCopBCgclCCI4oPdT2_ygxqD8LB0RSK_qi9Urr1Ha_JuugSdWq0r1yvvl7kjxepuydBc4LVFjTJv066XxRUG36iV08gEvRfh_KyjWmcYje1mEZTTY-PzIY0TlJF8FQj0ipFYCab2OZr0dPHGDSeOq1Ydqs7pFO6JsslCF0lI0M66hrg==&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3ynxpNBjiDZ-D9fd5jlWXCopBCgclCCI4oPdT2_ygxqD8LB0RSK_qi9Urr1Ha_JuugSdWq0r1yvvl7kjxepuydBc4LVFjTJv066XxRUG36iV08gEvRfh_KyjWmcYje1mEZTTY-PzIY0TlJF8FQj0ipFYCab2OZr0dPHGDSeOq1Ydqs7pFO6JsslCF0lI0M66hrg==&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==


Dear Readers,

22 years on, and we are still going strong, tenaciously fighting against
misinformation, disinformation, outright lies, hate and racism. Our objective is
to educate people on Palestine and related global subjects, from the suffering
Yemenis to the ethnically-cleansed Rohingyas. However, our ultimate goal is to
do more than this: to achieve a paradigm shift where a just peace and true
equality may prevail, not only in Palestine but across the globe.

To make a contribution using your credit card or PayPal, please click HERE. 

If you prefer to make a donation by check or money order, you can reach us
at our Post Office Box address, below:

The Palestine Chronicle

P.O. Box 196

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WxNHd1QQ3m13UIQ7jwICtFWLTaAtl4IczLE4N9eireH0BdFbKAL3yjWvn9snV-N15-DiTnJhS1ka5fT2KqgAJPGYXJgkykvDlVxZOaff5_gerkREvjtJRzmV-7pRlWGRiEwm0El80YAcPx15MbCvwC6cFysOzpet7MctOLAQqyjVLjIWSrn9ICGzWeeDZDpOB0PdNzVtQD0n1Bmi7FX2hq7CBNTcrwiwjjnxFuqO0ySgWGNbcxT0NA==&c=vsqOVPQ-Bhh0IQW8pcfe-ggFUzCMUGAon9RGUB9kjAKR9nTBQvWTuw==&ch=ycq7cfon40pxYF_YgUr1nvwm5PcqvwOBup3xqDLo_7I-b6uy9yRH-A==
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Our goals and objectives may seem to be far-fetched, but they are not. Over
two decades ago, we set out on a mission to merely present an alternative
point of view to mainstream media’s unrelenting bias on Palestine. It seemed
like a humble goal at the time, borne out of frustration and a feeling of
helplessness. All these years later, The Palestine Chronicle – along with our
French sister publication, Chronique Palestine – has become an institution with
a global audience, a decided editorial line and, literally, millions of readers
across the world.

We have yet to reach our goal, that of the coveted paradigm shift, but we are
certainly on track, and we thank you for this.

In our April fundraiser appeal, we are, once more, reaching out to our readers
to help us acquire the urgently-needed funds that will ensure our publications
remain active for six more months, creating critical content and giving a
platform to an articulate and powerful Palestinian voice that has been
deliberately silenced and marginalized.

To make a contribution using your credit card or PayPal, please click HERE. 

If you prefer to make a donation by check or money order, you can reach us
at our Post Office Box address, below:

The Palestine Chronicle

P.O. Box 196

Mountlake Terrace

WA, 98043

USA

The Palestine Chronicle is a qualified 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and
donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed under the law.

Thank you for your greatly appreciated support.

The Palestine Chronicle Family

PODCAST: Palestine Chronicle Editors
Interview International Law Expert on
ICC War Crimes Investigation
(DOWNLOAD)
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Will Israeli War Criminals See Their Day in Court

The Israeli government is ramping up its efforts aimed at creating a
centralized strategy to combat an imminent investigation into war crimes by
the International Criminal Court (ICC).

A high-level meeting brought top Israeli officials together on Tuesday to
formulate a unified Israeli response to the Court’s investigation of alleged war
crimes committed in occupied Palestine, the Israeli Jerusalem Post reported.

According to the right-wing Israeli newspaper, the meeting “ended without
reaching a definitive conclusion.” Aside from top government officials, the
inconclusive meeting was attended by embattled Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Recently, Palestine Chronicle editors Ramzy Baroud and Romana Rubeo
interviewed Dr. Triestino Mariniello, International Law expert and member of
the legal team representing Gaza victims before the ICC to find out what’s
really happening to the ICC investigation.
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The half an hour podcast focused on the various scenarios awaiting the
investigation and the possible Israeli response.

Listen to the full interview HERE
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Palestinian
Prisoner Agrees
to End 47-Days
Hunger Strike
after Reaching
Deal for Release
Palestinian administrative detainee in
Israel, Imad Batran, 47, from Hebron
(Al-Khalil), suspended his hunger
strike, which lasted for 47 days, after
an agreement to set a ceiling for his
administrative detention.

VIDEO: Prominent
Rabbi Assaulted
by Jewish
Settlers as He
Defends
Palestinians
Video footage of the brutal attack
near the Maale Ahuvia illegal
settlement outpost, shows prominent
Rabbi Arik Ascherman being beaten
with a wooden club while surrounded
by settlers.
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From His Solitary Confinement, Marwan
Barghouti Holds the Key to Fatah’s Future
By Ramzy Baroud

If imprisoned Palestinian leader, Marwan Barghouti, becomes the President of
the Palestinian Authority (PA), the status quo will change substantially. For
Israel, as well as for the current PA President, Mahmoud Abbas, such a
scenario is more dangerous than another strong Hamas showing in the
upcoming Palestinian parliamentary elections.

The long-delayed elections, now scheduled for May 22 and July 31
respectively, will not only represent a watershed moment for the fractured
Palestinian body politic, but also for the Fatah Movement which has dominated
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the PA since its inception in 1994. The once-revolutionary Movement has
become a shell of its former self under the leadership of Abbas, whose only
claim to legitimacy was a poorly contested election in January 2005, following
the death of former Fatah leader and PA President, Yasser Arafat.

Though his mandate expired in January 2009, Abbas continued to ‘lead’
Palestinians. Corruption and nepotism increased significantly during his tenure
and, not only did he fail to secure an independent Palestinian State, but the
Israeli military occupation and illegal settlements have deepened and grown
exponentially.

Abbas’ rivals from within the Fatah Movement were sidelined, imprisoned or
exiled. A far more popular Fatah leader, Marwan Barghouti, was silenced by
Israel as he was thrown into an Israeli prison in April 2002, after a military
court found him guilty of involvement in Palestinian resistance operations
during the uprising of 2000. This arrangement suited Abbas, for he continued
to doubly benefit: from Barghouti’s popularity, on the one hand, and his
absence, on the other.

When, in January, Abbas declared that he would hold three successive rounds
of elections – legislative elections on May 22, presidential elections on July 31
and Palestinian National Council (PNC) elections on August 31 – he could not
have anticipated that his decree, which followed intense Fatah-Hamas talks,
could potentially trigger the implosion of his own party.

Fatah-Hamas rivalry has been decades-long but intensified in January 2006
when the latter won the legislative elections in the Occupied Territories.
Hamas’s victory was partly attributed to Fatah’s own corruption, but internal
rivalry also splintered Fatah’s vote.

Although it was Fatah’s structural weaknesses that partly boosted Hamas’
popularity, it was, oddly, the subsequent rivalry with Hamas that kept Fatah
somehow limping forward. Indeed, the anti-Hamas sentiment served as a
point of unity among the various Fatah branches. With money pouring in from
donor countries, Fatah used its largesse to keep dissent at a minimum and,
when necessary, to punish those who refused to toe the pro-Abbas line. This
strategy was successfully put to the test in 2010 when Mohammed Dahlan,
Fatah’s ‘strong man’ in Gaza prior to 2006, was dismissed from Fatah’s central
committee and banished from the West Bank, as he was banished from Gaza
four years earlier.

But that convenient paradigm could not be sustained. Israel is entrenching its
military occupation, increasing its illegal settlement activities and is rapidly
annexing Palestinian land in the West Bank and Jerusalem. The Gaza siege,
though deadly and tragic, has become routine and no longer an international
priority. A new Palestinian generation in the Occupied Territories cannot relate
to Abbas and his old guard, and is openly dissatisfied with the tribal, regional
politics through which the PA, under Abbas, continues to govern occupied and
oppressed Palestinians.

Possessing no strategies or answers, Abbas is now left with no more political
lifelines and few allies.

With dwindling financial resources and faced by the inescapable fact that 85-
year-old Abbas must engineer a transition within the movement to prevent its
collapse in case of his death, Fatah was forced to contend with an unpleasant



reality: without new elections the PA would lose the little political legitimacy
with which it ruled over Palestinians.

Abbas was not worried about another setback, like that of 2006, when Hamas
won majority of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC)’s seats. Until recently,
most opinion polls indicated that the pro-Abbas Fatah list would lead by a
comfortable margin in May and that Abbas would be re-elected President in
July. With his powers intact, Abbas could then expand his legitimacy by
allowing Hamas and others into the PLO’s Palestinian National Council –
Palestine’s parliament in the Diaspora. Not only would Abbas renew faith in his
Authority, but he could also go down in history as the man who united
Palestinians.

But things didn’t go as planned and the problem, this time, did not come from
Hamas, but from Fatah itself – although Abbas did anticipate internal
challenges. However, the removal of Dahlan, the repeated purges of the
party’s influential committees and the marginalization of any dissenting Fatah
members throughout the years must have infused Abbas with confidence to
advance with his plans.

The first challenge emerged on March 11, when Nasser al-Qidwa, a well-
respected former diplomat and a nephew of Yasser Arafat, was expelled from
the movement’s Central Committee for daring to challenge Abbas’ dominance.
On March 4, Qidwa decided to lock horns with Abbas by running in the
elections in a separate list.

The second and bigger surprise came on March 31, just one hour before the
closing of the Central Election Commission’s registration deadline, when
Qidwa’s list was expanded to include supporters of Marwan Barghouti, under
the leadership of his wife, Fadwa.

Opinion polls are now suggesting that a Barghouti-Qidwa list, not only would
divide the Fatah Movement but would actually win more seats, defeating both
the traditional Fatah list and even Hamas. If this happens, Palestinian politics
would turn on its head.

Moreover, the fact that Marwan Barghouti’s name was not on the list keeps
alive the possibility that the imprisoned Fatah leader could still contest in the
presidential elections in July. If that, too, transpires, Barghouti will effortlessly
beat and oust Abbas.

The PA President is now in an unenviable position. Canceling the elections
would lead to strife, if not violence. Moving forward means the imminent
demise of Abbas and his small but powerful clique of Palestinians who
benefited greatly from the cozy political arrangement they created for
themselves.

As it stands, the key to the future of Fatah is now held by a Palestinian
prisoner, Marwan Barghouti, who has been kept by Israel, largely in solitary
confinement, since 2002.

– Ramzy Baroud is a journalist and the Editor of The Palestine Chronicle. He is
the author of five books. His latest is “These Chains Will Be Broken: Palestinian
Stories of Struggle and Defiance in Israeli Prisons” (Clarity Press). Dr. Baroud
is a Non-resident Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Islam and Global
Affairs (CIGA) and also at the Afro-Middle East Center (AMEC). His website is
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david.rose@doj.ca.gov; servesdap@sdap.org; john.bennett@ic.fbi.gov; mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org;
chesa@sfgov.org; mccomas.b.c@gmail.com; info@siliconvalleydebug.org; florestrisha09@gmail.com;
mike@mikegoldman4mayor.org; nsallings@scusd.net; mrichardsom@scusd.net; ndefreitas@scusd.com;
radams@scu.k12.ca.us; jluyau@scu.k12.ca.us; amasur@scusd.net; adoptions@hssv.org; intake@hssv.org;
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third.district@jud.ca.gov; fourth.district@jud.ca.gov; fifth.district@jud.ca.gov; sfagdocketing@doj.ca.gov;
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Subject: KNOW JUSTICE ~ KNOW PEACE #18
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 1:47:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

BTW: The last email segment was obviously so volatile that it blew up the thread causing Yahoo to called it SPAM haha...So here is a
new email thread...Have a nice day everyone! :D
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From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Mauled: When Police Dogs Are Weapons | The Marshall Project
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 12:11:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

4/8/2021

Dear members of the HRC.

When your time permits I hope each of u has a chance to read this eye opening 12 part series by the Marshall Project
( Named in honor of Thurgood Marshall) Mauled-when police dogs are weapons. I have not yet completed the entire
series myself but intent to do so soon.

The series is particularly relevant in light of the canine attack perpetrated on Joel Alejo, June 25, 2020, about a
month after the death of George Floyd, by the canine released on Mr. Alejo by agent Nick Enberg of the Palo Alto
Police Department.

I’m hopeful that at some point during 2021 the HRC will place on their agenda a discussion re whether it is time to
ban canine units in Palo Alto.

Best regards.

Aram James

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/15/mauled-when-police-dogs-are-weapons

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Palo Alto Free Press
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Moscow Press Conference on 70th Anniversary of Operation North
Date: Friday, April 9, 2021 10:13:09 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Moscow Press Conference on 70th Anniversary of Operation North

https://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=702021222&srcid=share

Sent from my iPad
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From: Aram James
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: NYTs version
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 1:15:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/07/world/middleeast/biden-aid-palestinians.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Donna Wallach
To: Aram James
Cc: Human Relations Commission
Subject: Re: Biden administration to restore aid to Palestinians—aid previously cut off by the Trump administration
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 3:07:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

The Biden administration also needs to close the US Office in Jerusalem & move it back to
Tel Aviv. Also unrecognize the Golan Heights as part of Israel & recognize it as stolen
territory of Syria.

Thank you for sending Aram.
Donna 

On Thu, Apr 8, 2021, 13:10 Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-middle-east-56665199

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kaloma Smith
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Human Relations Commission; Aram James
Subject: Re: Clarification re garbage pickup
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 7:14:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Thanks for this, we actually get charged

photo

Kaloma A. Smith 
Pastor 
University A.M.E. Zion Church 

 650-272-6742  914-374-4255  pastor@universityamez.com 

 www.universityamez.com 

 3549 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto CA,94306 

Check out University's Digital Campus 

On Apr 8, 2021, at 6:59 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


Nonprofits are receiving waivers on many fees by the city- otherwise they would
pay. Some even are receiving discounts on utilities bills.  This was discussed in a
city council meeting a couple weeks ago. The City Council was very confused
about how to tell the difference between a non-needy 'nonprofit' like Castilleja
and a struggling one like a daycare. My advice to them was to look at tax filings
as that makes things extremely clear; also the benefits can be restricted to
charitable organizations rather than private schools, which are different under the
law. 

That said: 

What the City is providing for free to EVERYONE is the pickup of recycling and
compost. Only the GARBAGE element is charged, and that charge is very
minimal if the garbage container is small. 

For example, my family of 4 that rents a SFH in Old Palo Alto pays $45/month
for garbage pickup because we have the smallest option for trash. We have a tiny
trash bin but two huge recycling bins and one huge compost bin. The compost and
recycling bins are full every week, but the trash bin almost never is -- even with
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both a dog and cat who live here (cat litter comprises the most of our trash and
there are not a lot of good sustainable cat litter options currently). 

I think it is reasonable to expect all people to sort their recycling and compost
from their trash. If effectively sorted, the cost of garbage pickup can be VERY
low.  

As an aside, I sometimes look into the huge trash bins behind stores and at
churches -- mostly because I sometimes have items to recycle (like a paper I was
looking at) or throw away (like a poop bag for my dog) while walking. Looking in
those bins, I see a ton of recyclable and compostable items in the waste bin.  I
urge all people and organizations to work harder to sort their recyclables and
compostables before discarding them --- best of all, I hope that people will buy
less and re-use more.  Better sorting will lower costs for all while also helping
preserve our natural environment. 

Thank you for considering!! 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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gary.goodman@pdo.sccgov.org; hwilliams@scscourt.org; Human Relations Commission;
aleksandra.ridgeway@sheriff.sccgov.org; mturpin@bayareanewsgroup.com; publisher@bayareanewsgroup.com;
editor@bayareanewsgroup.com; editor@siliconvalleyfreepress.com; eclendaniel@bayareanewsgroup.com;
rkeith@bayareanewsgroup.com; sdussault@bayareanewsgroup.com; helbraun@helbraunlaw.com;
jcanova@scusd.net; csanfilippo@scusd.net; asgonzalez@scusd.net; jmuirhead@scusd.net; vjfairchild@scusd.net;
aratermann@scusd.net; mrichardson@scusd.net; mryan@scusd.net; pubworks@sunnyvale.ca.gov;
joebravo@bravolaw.com; joe@piastalaw.biz; districtattorney@sfgov.org; 6th.district@jud.ca.gov;
scottlargent38@gmail.com; will@crim-defense.com; anna@annaeshoo4congress.com; guardians@aclu.org;
fdngift@aclu.org; chartley@sunnyvale.ca.gov; pubdef-mediarelations@sfgov.org; Council, City;
patrick@sdpap.org; ukoffice@chinaculture.org; parmit.randhawa@georgehills.com;
corrupt@brianmccomas.attorney; jdiaz@sfchronicle.com; 1guitard.as@gmail.com; paulette.altmaier@gmail.com;
hotline@hudoig.gov; gerald.engler@doj.ca.gov; supreme.court@jud.ca.gov; san.francisco@ic.fbi.gov;
david.rose@doj.ca.gov; servesdap@sdap.org; john.bennett@ic.fbi.gov; mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org;
chesa@sfgov.org; mccomas.b.c@gmail.com; info@siliconvalleydebug.org; florestrisha09@gmail.com;
mike@mikegoldman4mayor.org; nsallings@scusd.net; mrichardsom@scusd.net; ndefreitas@scusd.com;
radams@scu.k12.ca.us; jluyau@scu.k12.ca.us; amasur@scusd.net; adoptions@hssv.org; intake@hssv.org;
education@hssv.org; comments@hssv.org; officeofthemayor@oaklandnet.com; jrosen@dao.sccgov.org;
third.district@jud.ca.gov; fourth.district@jud.ca.gov; fifth.district@jud.ca.gov; sfagdocketing@doj.ca.gov;
karlene.navarro@gmail.com; judicial.council@jud.ca.gov; first.district@jud.ca.gov; cityatty@sunnyvale.ca.gov; Be
Judged; j@fuerylaw.com; Jeremy Schmidt; Stretch Brian (USACAN); raymond.hulser@usdoj.gov;
second.district@jud.ca.gov; lik roper

Subject: Re: KNOW JUSTICE ~ KNOW PEACE #18
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2021 2:01:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

One more thing...What my evil cunt sister really wants is to call the police to have
them respond and shoot me so she can get the house and get me out of the
picture...She knows that supposed anti-Nazi SCCDA Rosen will take zero action
regarding officer-involved shootings...And she has been trying to inch towards this
nefarious goal for a number of years...So even though dumb ass democrats wants to
offer blanket trust to all women simply because they are women; remember that there
are many BAD women out there who do not deserve automatic trust...
On Thursday, April 8, 2021, 1:47:01 PM PDT, Lik Roper <likroper@yahoo.com> wrote:

BTW: The last email segment was obviously so volatile that it blew up the thread causing Yahoo to called it SPAM haha...So here is a
new email thread...Have a nice day everyone! :D
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From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Human Relations Commission; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Winter Dellenbach;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
Subject: [Records Center] Public Records Request :: W002897-040721
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 7:43:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Subject: [Records Center] Public Records Request :: W002897-040721



--- Please respond above this line ---

04/14/2021

RE: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST of April 07, 2021, Reference #
W002897-040721

Dear Mr. James, 

I am writing in response to your requests for documents under the
California Public Records Act (Govt. Code § 6250 et seq.) received by
the City on 4/7/2021. 

Your request mentioned: "The Chief mentioned that there was some
higher authority in the city that ordered the ticketing. I am making a
request to know who that person was."

-----
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The City has reviewed its files and has determined there are no
responsive records to your request. 
 
Thank you,

Lisa Scheff
Public Safety Program Manager/Records
Police Department

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into
the [NAMEOFSYSTEM]
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From: Aram James
To: Joe Simitian; Cormack, Alison; Council, City; Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; Raj; Richard

Konda; Jeff Rosen; Planning Commission; Jeff Moore; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Greg Tanaka; GRP-City Council;
Roberta Ahlquist; Tony Dixon; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert;
Reifschneider, James; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com

Subject: BALTIMORE SUN: Maryland legislators pass landmark police reform package into law, overriding Gov. Hogan’s
vetoes

Date: Sunday, April 11, 2021 9:26:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FYI: more on landmark police reform in Maryland. Is California next? 
Maryland legislators pass landmark police reform package into law, overriding Gov.
Hogan’s vetoes

Read in Baltimore Sun: https://apple.news/ABnF-qX0bQsubv2KeLfoHOg

Shared from Apple News

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.com; Human Relations Commission; Council, City
Subject: Can you point me to the section of your policies and procedures manuel ..700 plus pages where your current

interview -interrogation protocol is located ?
Date: Friday, April 9, 2021 11:43:02 AM

> April 6, 2021

> Hi Andrew,
>
> Yes I agree yesterday was a very busy day. Thank you for getting back to me so quickly. I look forward to
discussing the below issues with you when your time permits.
>
> Best regards,
>
> aram
>
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
>> On Apr 6, 2021, at 7:55 AM, Binder, Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:
>>
>> Mr. James - Yesterday was a busy day preparing for our Council items and managing on-going PD operations. I
want to let you know I've received your email on Sunday (and your VMs yesterday) and will be giving you a call
soon about discussing your questions below. Thanks - andrew 
>>
>> Andrew Binder
>> Assistant Police Chief
>> Palo Alto Police Department
>>
>> CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and
clicking on links.
>> ________________________________
>>
>>>
>>> FYI: Mike copied this email to 40 or so folks and inadvertently left u off.
>>> Aram
>>>>
>>>> Sunday April 4, 2021 start e-mail at 10:04
>>>>
>>>> Hi Andrew, ( Assistant Palo Alto Police Chief) Hope you are doing
>>>> well. I was scanning your online policies and procedures manuel ....and could not locate ...I’m sure it is there
—-current policy on interviews and interrogations of crime suspects.
>>>>
>>>> Here are a few questions u might be able to answer for me:
>>>>
>>>> 1. Do you require all felony interrogations to be taped? Misdemeanor interrogations?
>>>>
>>>>
>>>> 2. Does your department allow or disallow off the camera ....so called softening up interrogations ....that take
place off the camera before a taped interview proceeds?
>>>>
>>>> 3. Is your training for interviews and interrogations tactics done

mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
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>>>> in-house or using the old school tactics taught by InBau and Reed? (
>>>> see in that regard Criminal Interrogation and Confessions ( I have
>>>> the 4th edition...may be a later ones) by Fred E. ImBau, John E.
>>>> Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, Brian C. Jayne
>>>>
>>>> 4. Since the Jorge Hernandez case -case of alleged coerced confession  by former PAPD officer Natasha
Powers —case settled for $75 000.... has the PAPD changed any interrogation policy or training?
>>>>
>>>> ****side note:  ( Hernandez case was national news at the time and still used as a teaching model re how not
to conduct interrogations. Jorge Hernandez was a Gunn HS student at the time he falsely confessed. Many years
later the true suspect was captured and ultimately plead guilty to the brutal rape of a 94 years woman living at the
Palo Alto Commons at the time of the rape.
>>>>
>>>> 5. Unless there is case law I’m not familiar with the U.S. Supreme Court still allows police to lie to crime
suspects in order to obtain confessions. Of course local police agencies can have interrogation policies that prohibit 
officers from lying to suspects during interviews/ interrogations. See question at # 6.
>>>>
>>>> 6. Can you tell me what the PAPD policy is re officers lying to suspects to obtain confessions? Can lie?
Prohibited? Some gray area in between?
>>>>
>>>> 7. Any current cases where the PAPD is being sued for using coercive interrogation tactics?
>>>>
>>>> 8. Does the current contract with the IPA include reviewing claims ....complaints that the PAPD engaged in
impermissible interrogation tactics?
>>>>
>>>> 9. Any other information you might have that is instructive re the current interview interrogation tactics used
by the PAPD.
>>>>
>>>> Ok, as always I would appreciate discussing this issue with you when you time permits.
>>>>
>>>> Best regards,
>>>>
>>>> Aram James
>>>>
>>>> P.S. I don’t know whether this issue can be discussed at tomorrow’s study session -given my late notice re my
interest in the topic....but on the off chance you can address these issue at tomorrow’s study session..... I will CC my
e-mail to the city council and other potentially interested parties.
>>>>
>>>>



From: Aram James
To: Jonsen, Robert; Shikada, Ed; Council, City; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Binder, Andrew; Roberta Ahlquist; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; DuBois, Tom; Jeff
Moore; Jeff Rosen; ParkRec Commission; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Raj; Cecilia Taylor; Tony Dixon;
Anna Griffin; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; chuck jagoda; Raj; gstone22@gmail.com;
ravenmalonepa@gmail.com

Subject: During Chauvin trial police cold blooded murders mount
Date: Sunday, April 18, 2021 11:05:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/us/police-shootings-killings.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Roberta Ahlquist; Human Relations Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com
Subject: First Palo Alto church approved for safe parking program
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 2:26:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/04/13/palo-alto-oks-church-to-house-the-
homeless-in-parking-lot

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Greer Stone; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; Jethroe Moore; Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission;

paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Council, City; Jeff Rosen; Roberta Ahlquist; ParkRec
Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Raj; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Human Relations Commission;
Cecilia Taylor; Joe Simitian; DuBois, Tom; Raven Malone

Subject: Hogan vetoes three major police accountability bills - but democratic controlled congress overrides his vetos
....The Washington Post

Date: Saturday, April 10, 2021 1:53:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI: police officers bill of rights is no more in the state of Maryland—is California Next?

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hogan-vetoes-police-accountibility/2021/04/09/c0ac4096-9967-
11eb-962b-78c1d8228819_story.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ayah Refai Ahmed
Subject: Project Sentinel Symposium
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 1:05:08 PM
Attachments: Project Sentinel Fair Housing 2021 Symposium.pdf

panel 1 Symposium.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Good Afternoon,
Project Sentinel is excited to announce our 2021 Fair Housing Symposium! We will be covering a
range of fair housing topics in our panels:

APRIL 21, 2021 1pm-2:30PM
Panel: Know Your Fair Housing Rights

MAY 7, 2021 10am-11:30AM
Panel: Fair Housing Protections for Families

MAY 14, 2021-10am-11:30AM
Panel: Public Policy, Gender, and Sex Discrimination

Register TODAY here: Presentations | housing.org
Please share this event broadly with your networks, partner agencies, and community members.
Thank you,
Ayah Refai
Fair Housing Education & Outreach Coordinator
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2021


Symposium


Date: 4/21/21


Time: 1pm-2:30pm


Link to Register:


https://bit.ly/3abqmKa


Date: 5/7/21


Time: 1oam-11:30am


Link to Register:


https://bit.ly/3acrXiX


 


Date: 5/14/21


Time: 1oam-11:30am


Link to Register:


https://bit.ly/2RvdsAh


 


Come join us for our virtual


symposium! We will be covering a


range of fair housing topics. We are


spreading the panel workshops over a


three week time frame.


 Register today!


Panel: Know your


Fair Housing Rights 


Panel:  Fair Housing


Protections for


Families


Panel: Public Policy,


Gender, and Sex


Discrimination


Project Sentinel 


To request an accommodation, please contact


Sara Cottrell, scottrell@housing.org



https://bit.ly/3abqmKa

https://bit.ly/3acrXiX

https://bit.ly/2RvdsAh






 
2021


SYMPOSIUM
 


 


 


Join Project Sentinel and Nuemi Guzman


from the Law Foundation of Silicon Valley


to discuss the ways tenants experience


housing discrimination, and how COVID-19


has impacted populations who were


already disproportionately affected by


existing housing inequities. This panel will


provide an introduction to fair housing laws


and what discrimination looks like in our


current environment.


 


Project Sentinel


Date: 4/21/21


Time: 1pm-2:30pm


Link to


Register:https://b


it.ly/3abqmKa


 


 


Panel:  Know your Fair


Housing Rights


To request an accommodation, please contact


Sara Cottrell, scottrell@housing.org



https://bit.ly/3abqmKa





From: Aram James
To: Council, City; Winter Dellenbach; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Raven Malone; Human Relations

Commission; Rebecca Eisenberg; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist;
gstone22@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; DuBois, Tom; Josh Becker; Jeff Moore; Joe Simitian; Raj; Binder,
Andrew; Kaloma Smith; Jeff Rosen; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com

Subject: Palo Alto City Council holds to on old school racist and exclusionary zoning tactics
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 8:42:01 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=182b80127_1345d12

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Winter Dellenbach; Rebecca Eisenberg; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Human Relations Commission;

wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Roberta Ahlquist; Planning Commission; gstone22@gmail.com; Council,
City; Binder, Andrew; ParkRec Commission; Jonsen, Robert; DuBois, Tom; Jeff Moore

Subject: Palo Alto looks to expand police auditor role......
Date: Friday, April 16, 2021 11:10:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/04/13/palo-alto-looks-to-expand-police-auditors-
oversight-role

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Antonia Mou
To: Human Relations Commission
Cc: Vote Alto
Subject: Racial Justice Event - Vote16 Palo Alto
Date: Thursday, April 15, 2021 7:56:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Chair Kaloma Smith,

I hope your year has been safe and healthy thus far! My name is Antonia Mou and I am one of
the leads for Vote16 Palo Alto, a youth-led organization looking to lower the voting age to 16
for Palo Alto municipal elections and increase civic engagement among youth in Palo Alto. 

To increase youth civic engagement, we are looking to host an event featuring city officials on
an important community issue. Our current vision for the event is a short background
presentation on the issue of discussion (e.g., affordable housing, COVID vaccinations, anti-
racism), given by an outside advocacy group, impartial third party, or students knowledgeable
about the topic. We would then like the second part of the event to be a discussion/Q&A
between the attending panelists. We hope that this event (or series of events, should it be a
success), will give students the opportunity to learn about and become more engaged with
local issues. 

We would love to have you be a part of our panel discussion on racial justice in Palo Alto. 

We envision the event to be approximately 45 minutes long, with a 10 minute
introduction/presentation/overview on the history of racial justice in our city and a 35 minute
Q&A panel. We hope to have students lead the first 10 minutes of the event to discuss the
importance of racial justice in our city, and then transition over to you and our other panelists
to answer some prewritten and audience questions. 

Please let me know if you’d be interested in being a part of our event. Thank you so much for
your time and consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Best,
Antonia

mailto:mouantonia@gmail.com
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From: Aram James
To: Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen
Subject: Re Reparations discussion city council member Greg Tanaka and Palo Alto resident Aram James Sunday April 11,

2021)
Date: Sunday, April 11, 2021 5:55:23 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

>
> 
>>
>> https://fb.watch/4PfTYjUapb/
>>
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone
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mailto:JRosen@dao.sccgov.org
https://fb.watch/4PfTYjUapb/


From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew
Cc: Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; GRP-City Council; Jonsen, Robert; Planning Commission; Josh Becker;

Cecilia Taylor; Betsy Nash; Reifschneider, James; Perron, Zachary; Tony Dixon; Scheff, Lisa; Wagner, April; Shimizu, Tim
Subject: Re: California Public Records Request re current PAPD interrogation techniques
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 8:23:30 PM

Assistant Chief Andrew Binder,

Thanks so much for your prompt response to my CPRA request. I look forward to discussing
current PAPD interrogation tactics with you when your schedule permits.

Sincerely.

Aram James 

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 14, 2021, at 7:54 PM, Binder, Andrew <Andrew.Binder@cityofpaloalto.org>
wrote:


Mr. James – This email confirms my receipt of your email below and to let you know it will be
processed as a California Public Records Request per your direction.
 
<!--[if !vml]-->
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<!--[endif]-->Andrew Binder

Assistant Police Chief
Palo Alto Police Department
(650) 329-2449 | andrew.binder@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org | www.papd.org
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From: Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 2:42 PM
To: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; GRP-City
Council <council@redwoodcity.org>; Jonsen, Robert <Robert.Jonsen@CityofPaloAlto.org>;
Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>; Josh Becker
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<becker.josh@gmail.com>; Cecilia Taylor <cmrstaylor@gmail.com>; Betsy Nash
<BNash@menlopark.org>; Reifschneider, James <James.Reifschneider@CityofPaloAlto.org>;
Perron, Zachary <Zachary.Perron@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Tony Dixon
<Wadixon@menlopark.org>; Binder, Andrew <Andrew.Binder@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Subject: California Public Records Request re current PAPD interrogation techniques
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be
cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

FYI: 

 


4/14/21
 
Dear Assistant Chief Andrew Binder.
 
Directly below is the rough draft of a guest opinion I wrote for
the Daily News ( Dave Price paper at the time) that was
ultimately published back on Tuesday Jan 18, 2005. The piece
was eventfully titled: Coerced Confessions still likely
 
The Jorge Hernandez case became national news including a
feature piece on 60 minutes.
 
http://www.talkleft.com/story/2004/02/27/313/52110/innocencecases/60-
Minutes-to-Feature-False-Confessions
 
Below my letter are a few questions I’d like to ask you and also
ask that the questions be considered a California Public
Records Request.
Okay, look forward to talking to you when your time permits.
 
Best regards,
 
Aram James
 
415-370-5056
 
 
Coerced Confessions still likely (by Aram James Jan 18,
2005, The Daily News)
 
 
The most troubling issue to be raised by your recent editorial (City settles
suit but doesn’t fix problem, Dec, 20, 04, on the settlement in the Jorge
Hernandez case is that neither Lynne Johnson or Detective Natasha
Powers see anything wrong with the way in which the interrogation
process that led to a coerced false confession was carried out. Such
statements send a clear message to the rank and file PAPD officer –act in
an overzealous fashion and we will support your actions regardless.
 
Chief Lynne Johnson was quoted as saying" “We didn’t issue an apology
because we didn’t do anything wrong,” (Palo Alto Daily News Dec 21,

http://www.talkleft.com/story/2004/02/27/313/52110/innocencecases/60-Minutes-to-Feature-False-Confessions
http://www.talkleft.com/story/2004/02/27/313/52110/innocencecases/60-Minutes-to-Feature-False-Confessions


04), and Detective Natasha Powers who actually conducted the
interrogation leading to the coerced false confession by Mr. Hernandez,
said of the settlement “It certainly isn’t going to change how I do my job,”
(San Jose Mercury News Dec 18, 04).
 
Chief Johnson and Detective Powers’ mind set, one of defiance and
unwillingness to acknowledge the overzealous and misleading
interrogation process used in the Hernandez case,  carries with it the
strong likelihood of future wrongful convictions directly related to the use
of unreliable confession evidence extracted by members of the PAPD. 
 
Contrary to public perception, wrongful convictions resulting from false
confessions are more common than normally acknowledged. . Of sixty- two
individuals in the United States who had been wrongfully convicted and
ultimately exonerated by DNA testing 15 had falsely confessed to the
crime, (Actual Innocence, Scheck et al. 2000).
 
But for the fortuitous circumstance that the real perpetrator of this
horrendous crime, rape and beating of a 94 year old woman, left DNA at
the crime scene, Mr. Hernandez, given the strong impact confessions have
on juries, would likely have been wrongly convicted of these charges and
would currently be spending the balance of his life in prison.
 
Given the cavalier comments by Chief Johnson and Detective Powers
regarding their belief that they did nothing wrong, it seems unlikely that
training and reforms geared at changing the interrogation process that
resulted in the false confession in the Hernandez case will occur in the
PAPD any time soon if the decision for change is left to Chief Johnson.
 
Future money judgments against the city should be incentive enough for
immediate reform in the interrogation process. But more importantly, the
likelihood of wrongful convictions of the innocent, if the current
interrogation practice is allowed to stand, should trigger sufficient citizen
outrage to demand that change take place immediately.
 
The research in the field of wrongful confessions strongly suggests that
once there is a confession attributed to a suspect everyone in the criminal
justice system, the defense attorney, district attorney and  judge etc,
assumes the guilt of suspect and close scrutiny of the case, including
testing and or investigating of the reliability of the confession ceases.
Where the courts, public defenders and DA’s are burdened with heavy
caseloads the situation is only exacerbated.
 
Once the confession is recorded the focus of all the players in the system
most often becomes pressuring the defendant to plead guilty. In the case of
a false confession the defendant frequently becomes the victim of both a
coerced/false confession and a coerced plea of guilty.
 
The numbers of individuals who are the victims of both false confessions
and subsequent pleas to charges they are not guilty of are much larger
than commonly understood. Without immediate reform to the police
practices that lead to false confessions the cycle of injustice will remain
unabated except for the rare case like Jorge Hernandez where irrefutable



evidence of its falsehood exists.
 
Simply agreeing to tape the entire interrogation (which the PAPD has
apparently now agreed to do) is an insufficient safeguard against coerced
false confessions. Without an end to interrogation tactics based on lies and
deceit there is no guarantee that a false confession will be uncovered. It is
not enough to tape the entire interrogation; the use of lies, trickery and
deceit as routine police practice in extracting confessions must be
outlawed. 
 
April 14, 2021 
 
California Public Records Request
 
To:  Andrew Binder, Liza Scheff, Molly Stump, Beth Minor (
Please consider the below questions a California Public
Records Request) 
 
From: Aram James 
 
Re: Current interrogation tactics of the PAPD
 
1. Please point me to the section of PAPD policy and
procedure manual dealing with the current training and
policies related to  suspect interviews and interrogations. (
And any and all documents related to your current
interrogation policy re criminal suspects, both
misdemeanor and felony charges).
 
2. Any and all documents re the current training materials
used to train PAPD offers re how to conduct and
memorialize crime suspect interviews.
 
3. The number of complaints or lawsuits filed against the
PAPD in the last ten years, involving allegation of coerced
false confessions. ( all documents related to this requests)
 
4. Whether the Reid technique is still used by members of
the PAPD? All documents and information re this question.
(Criminal Interrogation And Confessions, Fred E. Inbau,
John E. Reid, Joseph P. Buckley, and Brian C. Jayne) 
 
5. If the Reid technique is no longer used what training
methods are used? All documents in this regard. Training
text, book(s) currently used.
 
6. Are members of the PAPD still allowed to lie to crime
suspects as part of the interrogation process? All
documents etc.,
 
7. Does the Palo Police Department still use a specifically



designed interrogation room, at the police station, for
crime suspect interviews? ( any and all documents in this
regard, photos of the room).
 
8. Any and all documents re the policy and procedures for
interviewing alleged crime victims.
 
 
 submitted by aram james
 



From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Council, City; Winter Dellenbach; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Raven Malone; Human Relations Commission;

Rebecca Eisenberg; chuck jagoda; Planning Commission; Greer Stone; ParkRec Commission; DuBois, Tom; Josh
Becker; Jeff Moore; Joe Simitian; Raj; Binder, Andrew; Kaloma Smith; Jeff Rosen; Mark Petersen-Perez; Angie,
Palo Alto Renters Association

Subject: Re: Palo Alto City Council holds to on old school racist and exclusionary zoning tactics
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 9:52:56 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

This is clearly an example of racial, class and ethnicity discrimination. We will need to
investigate
legal action against the city in the light of state-mandated standards.What a deceptive
policy action as a well as a huge disappointment!

Roberta Ahlquist, Women's International League for Peace & Freedom, Low-income
Housing Committee

On Wed, Apr 14, 2021 at 8:41 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=182b80127_1345d12

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Aram James
Cc: Greer Stone; GRP-City Council; Council, City; Jonsen, Robert; Human Relations Commission; Planning

Commission; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; ParkRec Commission;
Molly; Dave Price

Subject: Re: Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of teacher Kyle Hart
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 7:46:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

I posted this response to the Palo Alto Weekly article on the topic, below. If we do not take
armed officers off of mental health and traffic response, we *will* see more murders of
innocent people. This must STOP.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/04/14/family-of-slain-palo-alto-teacher-kyle-hart-
sues-redwood-city-police#comment_513781

My heart goes out to Kristin Hart and her beautiful children for the murder of her
beloved husband by the Redwood City Police. The police have an abominable record
when it comes to responding to mental health issues, yet for no reason whatsoever
most cities -- including Palo Alto -- dispatch the police in response to mental health
emergencies.

Kyle Hart's death was avoidable. For decades we have known that mental health
professionals, not armed police officers, are the only safe responders to mental health
emergencies, as well as to domestic violence. When armed officers enter these
situations, more times than not, their methods escalate rather than deescalate the
crises. The police apparently is aware of this problem, yet still cities send them in to
respond to situations that far too often lead to the death of innocent fathers, mothers,
sisters, brothers, sons, daughters, neighbors, and friends.

Palo Alto has the opportunity to change this with our PAPD. Join me in urging the
Palo Alto City Council to take armed officers off responding to mental health calls,
replacing them instead with trained volunteers or - better - paid social workers and
mental health professionals. (They also should be taken off traffic enforcement. Why
does an enforcer need to be armed with a gun when they arrest a driver for
speeding?)

I am disappointed and saddened that Redwood City did not do better for the Hart
Family. I wish Ms. Hart all of the success in recovering justice from Redwood City. I
say this even though I know that no amount of money will bring back her husband -- a
man who would be alive today if not for the horrific violence of an armed police force
that killed a man who only sought their help to live.

On behalf of the Hart family, I hope we can work together to ensure that no other
human being has to suffer this tragic, avoidable fate -- and that no other family needs
to be torn apart by trigger-heavy officers whose only strategy entails shooting to kill.

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
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www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Wed, Apr 14, 2021 at 4:04 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

News Break
OVER 10 MILLION PEOPLE USE

Open APP

Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of teacher
Kyle Hart
East Bay Times

REDWOOD CITY — The family of a beloved Palo Alto middle school teacher has filed a

federal wrongful-death lawsuit over his 2018 shooting death by a Redwood City police

officer, arguing that police should have treated him as someone in the throes of a suicidal

mental-health crisis instead of resorting...

Click to read the full story

Sent from my iPhone

https://newsbreakapp.onelink.me/2115408369?pid=i3&af_dp=newsbreak%3A%2F%2Fopendoc%3Fpd=053DGJmN&docid=0ZGCHxC6&lang=en_US&s=i3
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From: Aram James
To: Rebecca Eisenberg
Cc: Greer Stone; GRP-City Council; Council, City; Jonsen, Robert; Human Relations Commission; Planning

Commission; Binder, Andrew; chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; ParkRec Commission;
Molly; Dave Price; Winter Dellenbach; Jethroe Moore; Jeff Rosen; Joe Simitian; Reifschneider, James; Jay
Boyarsky

Subject: Re: Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of teacher Kyle Hart
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 8:16:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


Rebecca,

Your points are all spot on and poignantly expressed. The police reforms you ask for are the
minimum we should expect.

Failure to act on your requested reforms will only add to the many calls for total abolition of
policing as currently practiced in this city and across this country. 

Aram

On Apr 14, 2021, at 7:46 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


I posted this response to the Palo Alto Weekly article on the topic, below. If we
do not take armed officers off of mental health and traffic response, we *will* see
more murders of innocent people. This must STOP.

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2021/04/14/family-of-slain-palo-alto-
teacher-kyle-hart-sues-redwood-city-police#comment_513781

My heart goes out to Kristin Hart and her beautiful children for the murder
of her beloved husband by the Redwood City Police. The police have an
abominable record when it comes to responding to mental health issues,
yet for no reason whatsoever most cities -- including Palo Alto -- dispatch
the police in response to mental health emergencies.

Kyle Hart's death was avoidable. For decades we have known that mental
health professionals, not armed police officers, are the only safe
responders to mental health emergencies, as well as to domestic violence.
When armed officers enter these situations, more times than not, their
methods escalate rather than deescalate the crises. The police apparently
is aware of this problem, yet still cities send them in to respond to
situations that far too often lead to the death of innocent fathers, mothers,
sisters, brothers, sons, daughters, neighbors, and friends.
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Palo Alto has the opportunity to change this with our PAPD. Join me in
urging the Palo Alto City Council to take armed officers off responding to
mental health calls, replacing them instead with trained volunteers or -
better - paid social workers and mental health professionals. (They also
should be taken off traffic enforcement. Why does an enforcer need to be
armed with a gun when they arrest a driver for speeding?)

I am disappointed and saddened that Redwood City did not do better for
the Hart Family. I wish Ms. Hart all of the success in recovering justice
from Redwood City. I say this even though I know that no amount of
money will bring back her husband -- a man who would be alive today if
not for the horrific violence of an armed police force that killed a man who
only sought their help to live.

On behalf of the Hart family, I hope we can work together to ensure that
no other human being has to suffer this tragic, avoidable fate -- and that
no other family needs to be torn apart by trigger-heavy officers whose only
strategy entails shooting to kill.

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Wed, Apr 14, 2021 at 4:04 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:

News Break
OVER 10 MILLION PEOPLE USE

Open APP

Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of
teacher Kyle Hart
East Bay Times

REDWOOD CITY — The family of a beloved Palo Alto middle school

teacher has filed a federal wrongful-death lawsuit over his 2018 shooting death

by a Redwood City police officer, arguing that police should have treated him

as someone in the throes of a suicidal mental-health crisis instead of

resorting...

Click to read the full story

https://newsbreakapp.onelink.me/2115408369?pid=i3&af_dp=newsbreak%3A%2F%2Fopendoc%3Fpd=053DGJmN&docid=0ZGCHxC6&lang=en_US&s=i3
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Sent from my iPhone



From: Aram James
To: Greer Stone; GRP-City Council; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Council, City; Jonsen, Robert; Human Relations

Commission; Planning Commission; Binder, Andrew; Jonsen, Robert; chuck jagoda; Roberta Ahlquist;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; Molly; Council, City

Subject: Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of teacher Kyle Hart
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 4:04:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

News Break
OVER 10 MILLION PEOPLE USE

Open APP

Redwood City: Family sues over 2018 police killing of
teacher Kyle Hart
East Bay Times

REDWOOD CITY — The family of a beloved Palo Alto middle school teacher has filed

a federal wrongful-death lawsuit over his 2018 shooting death by a Redwood City

police officer, arguing that police should have treated him as someone in the throes of

a suicidal mental-health crisis instead of resorting...

Click to read the full story

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Filseth, Eric (Internal); DuBois, Tom; Joe Simitian; Council, City; Tanaka, Greg; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Human Relations Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Planning Commission;
mark weiss; Roberta Ahlquist; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Lewis. james; Planning Commission; Binder,
Andrew; ParkRec Commission; Jonsen, Robert; Jeff Moore; Kaloma Smith; Jeff Rosen;
ravenmalonepa@gmail.com; Raj; Charisse Domingo; Cecilia Taylor

Subject: THE GUARDIAN: A beach town seized a Black couple’s land in the 1920s. Now their family could get it back
Date: Saturday, April 17, 2021 1:50:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


FYI: Thanks to the Palo Alto Free Press for sending this important piece my way. This is an
important story about the possibility of reparations for a black family who had their land -
beach front property in tony Manhattan Beach, CA and the campaign to have the property -
now valued at $75 million- returned to the family. And, of course, the resistants by the city
council and others that want to hold on to a model of white supremacy and oppression. Article
also discusses return of property to Japanese Americans whose property confiscated during
World War 2. What can Palo Alto learn from this story?

Aram

A beach town seized a Black couple’s land in the 1920s. Now their family could get it
back
Los Angeles officials have announced an effort to return the valuable Manhattan Beach
property to the descendants of Willa and Charles Bruce

Read in The Guardian: https://apple.news/ApJccXDSdT-qn-rq0C-tV3w

Shared from Apple News

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Filseth, Eric (Internal); DuBois, Tom; Greer Stone; Cormack, Alison; Pat Burt; Greg Tanaka; Shikada, Ed; Stump,

Molly; Rebecca Eisenberg; Kou, Lydia; Council, City; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Human Relations Commission;
Jethroe Moore; Planning Commission; Roberta Ahlquist; Winter Dellenbach; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com;
chuck jagoda; Greg Tanaka; Kou, Lydia

Subject: Viewpoints It’s Time to End Single-Family Zoning
Date: Sunday, April 11, 2021 1:06:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.




FYI: Please consider reading the below linked to item before voting on action item # 11 on
tomorrow’s April 12, city council agenda...re possible changes to —planning home zoning
....consider racist implications and inability to meet Palo Alto’s housing -low and very low
income state mandates .....
Thanks, Aram

ewpoints

It’s Time to End Single-Family Zoning
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01944363.2019.1651216

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: David Angel; Council, City; Rebecca Eisenberg; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Greer

Stone; Greg Tanaka; Binder, Andrew; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; Binder, Andrew;
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Jeff Moore; Raj; Richard Konda; Jonsen, Robert; Tony Dixon; Cecilia Taylor;
Roberta Ahlquist; wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Kaloma Smith; DuBois, Tom; Jeff Rosen;
paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Charisse Domingo; Raven Malone; Tanner, Rachael

Subject: We’re Tracking Police Dog Bites Across the Country | The Marshall Project
Date: Saturday, April 10, 2021 2:13:55 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

FYI: at least 3 have died after canine attacks .......
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/11/17/we-re-tracking-police-dog-bites-across-the-country

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Planning Commission; Council, City; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Human Relations Commission; Roberta Ahlquist;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; Jeff Moore; DuBois, Tom; Jonsen, Robert; Tony
Dixon; Cecilia Taylor; Winter Dellenbach; Raj; paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; Jeff Rosen

Subject: Where someone was bitten by the police every 5 days
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 12:12:49 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/11/the-city-where-someone-was-bitten-by-a-
police-dog-every-5-days

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James;
Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave
Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary

Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian Americans,” DuBois said.
“I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 3:41:45 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by Asian
Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your observation. Rather,
available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as a group have a lower
rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew Research provides a helpful
overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is the
important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of countries
in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all ethnic groups,
immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are some Asian-
Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is that there also
are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority (and otherwise
historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to a flawed yet
very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the theory of the
representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahnemann as part of
their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize,
which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the
representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they
see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only
with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses the
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genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about Asian-
Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given the lack
of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well on your
capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic level)
represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces home
values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent. Feel
free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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From: Supervisor Simitian
To: Human Relations Commission
Cc: Prior, Christine
Subject: AACI/Supervisor Simitian Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander Experience panel series
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 2:55:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Human Relations Commission,
 
This May, Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI) and I are hosting a three-part series of
panel discussions on “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander Experience,” that will
feature a diverse group of AAPI leaders and community members from across the country. The panel
topics are designed to provide a foundation for understanding the diverse AAPI community,
discussing the history and origins of violence and prejudice, and notions of identity within the AAPI
community. 
 
All panel discussions will be open to the public, free and held virtually from 6:30p.m. to 8:00p.m. PT
on Thursdays: May 13, 20 and 27.
 
In our communications and outreach, we will be sharing a list of supporting organizations. May we
list your organization as a supporter? If so, please let us know by April 30 and provide the name as
you would like it represented along with your logo. As a supporter, we will share information with
you for distribution to your audiences as well. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.
 
Many thanks,
Joe Simitian
Santa Clara County Supervisor, Fifth District
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James;
Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave
Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary

Subject: Eric Filseth"s one-line defense of the Mayor
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:45:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil rights
and racial discrimination. 

Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make such
a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white mayor of a
majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I am not aware
of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you know where to
look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's comments
to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing "rate of
purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of home
buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including the Pew
article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every single
AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise the
majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
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Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a made-
up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot constitute a
majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38% equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up the
majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond, possibly, a
list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial
violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does not
exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia Kou
<lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison Cormack
<alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack <alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt
<patburt11@gmail.com>; pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka
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<greg@gregtanaka.org>; greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth
<efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric (Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council,
City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>; Bill
Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."

 

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as
a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
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One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is
that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to
a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the
theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel
Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was
awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still
been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the
beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers
surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the
poor. 

 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given
the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well
on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic
level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces
home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota


 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:
Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as
a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is
that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to
a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the
theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel
Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was
awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still
been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the
beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers
surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the
poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
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https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/


against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given
the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well
on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic
level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces
home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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2021

SYMPOSIUM
 

 

 

Join Project Sentinel and Nuemi Guzman

from the Law Foundation of Silicon Valley

to discuss the ways tenants experience

housing discrimination, and how COVID-19

has impacted populations who were

already disproportionately affected by

existing housing inequities. This panel will

provide an introduction to fair housing laws

and what discrimination looks like in our

current environment.

 

Project Sentinel

Date: 4/21/21

Time: 1pm-2:30pm

Link to

Register:https://b

it.ly/3abqmKa

 

 

Panel:  Know your Fair

Housing Rights

To request an accommodation, please contact

Sara Cottrell, scottrell@housing.org

https://bit.ly/3abqmKa


S

From: Palo Alto Free Press
To: Aram James
Cc: Binder, Andrew; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Planning Commission; Council, City;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Human Relations Commission; Roberta Ahlquist;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; Jeff Moore; DuBois, Tom; Jonsen, Robert; Tony
Dixon; Cecilia Taylor; Winter Dellenbach; Raj; Jeff Rosen

Subject: Re: Where someone was bitten by the police every 5 days
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 7:40:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

ome people describe a police dog’s bite as a deep tear through their
flesh. Others are haunted by the feeling of a Vise-Grip, the dog's jaws
slowly but painfully tightening around their arms or legs until the
muscles go numb.

Anyone knowing the pain that is Inflicted and takes no action are themselves
sick and sadistic in their behavior to the very marrow of their bones.  

And anyone who remains silent on this horrific and painful depiction becomes complicit in all
of its meaning  / definition......

Whenever litigation action is taken, the parties referenced always and inevitably, begin with
the Police Chief - In this case Robert Jensen........ 

Every dictator and menacing force has its leader....In this case again,  captured beyond all
reasonable doubt in a proverbial brown bag in which he is unable to punch through, short of
his resignation....

“All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the
sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm”. Ecclesiastes 8:9. 

How true these prophetic words are even today!

Palo Alto Free Press

On Apr 19, 2021, at 12:12 AM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:


https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/11/the-city-where-someone-was-
bitten-by-a-police-dog-every-5-days

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human

Relations Commission; mark weiss
Subject: Re: The Mercury News E-Edition Article
Date: Saturday, May 1, 2021 9:15:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

YES. I spent Thursday and Friday in Oakland taking a look at these diverse and creative
alternatives. When will we have to courage
to grow our city in a more collaborative, community-oriented and inclusive direction?
roberta

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 1:02 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Rebecca,
Thanks for all of your spot on comments. Aram 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 1, 2021, at 12:23 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


This is exactly how housing should evolve.  Query why any human
being should have to pay for a place to live. Query why all land is not owned by
the public for the use of the public.  Human beings are meant to live in social
communities, to share resources, to work together.  In a different universe, our
society moved in the direction of social villages rather than in the direction of
the toxic and private isolation that is fostered and protected, despite its
harm, today. 

Note that Cob on Wood is located under a 880 highway overpass. This is what
we could see if Caltrain/HSR were moved to viaducts. No cost to the city. 
There likely are lots of locations that could host such attractive and sanitary
shelter. Perhaps some that are under the radar to escape political scrutiny and
public notice. 

When our government leaves such huge gaps, human invention picks up. If a
similar community grew here, would our local government quash it, when that
community actually would be providing the resources that our city is legally
and ethically required to provide?  I fear that Palo Alto would destroy these
beautiful communities. Palo Alto -- virtually alone in the world -- continues to
cling to the myth that homeless shelters attract and increase homelessness,
despite decades of evidence, studies, and lived experiences proving the
opposite:  that shelters and housing are the only known solution way to end
homelessness. 

Best,
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Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 9:29 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?
publink=18b8b9565_1345d69

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Palo Alto Forward
Subject: Invitation: Affordable Housing Month
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 9:28:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

May is Affordable Housing Month in Santa Clara and San Mateo County. During
this month, housing partners, advocates, and activists come together to learn and
engage around our housing challenges and solutions. Since Palo Alto has identified
housing as a top priority, we wanted to share information about upcoming events.
All are free and open to the public. They will be in webinar format. Click here for
more information.

Palo Alto Forward is co-hosting two great events: 
-Climate Change and Housing: re-thinking land use for our planet's future
-Safe Parking: Best Practices for Stabilizing Home

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Best, 
Angie Evans 
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From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council;

Jeff Moore; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Raj; Richard Konda;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Planning Commission; Council, City; Roberta Ahlquist; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Winter Dellenbach; Jonsen, Robert; gstone22@gmail.com; DuBois, Tom;
Binder, Andrew; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; Tony Dixon; Cecilia Taylor; ravenmalonepa@gmail.com

Subject: Is this happening in Palo Alto -I’ve asked the Palo Alto Police to release the race of the last 5 dog bite victims and
the extent of the injuries pursuant to a california Public Records Act —thus for my requests have been denied
...what is PAPD coverin...

Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 10:40:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Marshall Series: police wanted a dog that would bite blacks people ...horrific check it out. 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/29/police-wanted-a-dog-that-would-bite-a-black-
person

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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View this email in your browser.

Visit us on www.lwvpaloalto.org and on our Facebook Page
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From: LWV Palo Alto VOTER
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: LWVPA May VOTER - Help Us Make an Impact!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:29:45 PM
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Message from our President
Dear members,
 
Our League is preparing for the Annual Meeting of
members on May 15 at 9:30 am; chat time opens at
9 am for socializing. This is our meeting to reflect
on accomplishments over the past year and look
forward to the new year with program adoption and
voting in new board members. 

Guest Speaker at the Annual Meeting is AME Zion
Church’s Pastor Kaloma Smith, Chair of the Palo
Alto Human Relations Commission (HRC). Pastor Smith will talk about the
“Power of Community” and the progress that can be made when all community
organizations work together. This portion of the Annual Meeting will be open to
the public and begins at 10:30 am. Our League is working with the HRC’s
“Reimagine Community” initiative. Please consider becoming a leader by
hosting one of the 100 Community Conversations on Race for your friends and
neighbors. See more in the newsletter about how to sign up.

Looking back at this past year, where every meeting was conducted on Zoom,



the League didn’t skip a beat during elections and pivoted all services to Zoom.
The Event Committee, looking to restart Speaker Luncheons, brought the talks
directly to you the same way, via Zoom. Although we are beginning to discuss
in-person meetings again, we realize that many members prefer virtual, so part
of next year could be a hybrid of both virtual and in-person meetings.  

Through all of this, it has been an honor to serve as President of the LWV Palo
Alto during this year, and the accomplishments we have achieved are due to
the dedicated work of our Directors and Committee Chairs. Thank you all for
making this League so impactful.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Shepherd

LWVPA Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, May 15, 2021
9:30 am - 12:00 pm (Zoom room opens at 9 am)

We are excited to invite all members to join our Annual Membership Meeting,
the most important gathering of our League year! Members will accomplish the
following during the meeting:

Approve 2021-2022 budget
Adopt our top Program emphases for 2021-2022
Make bylaws changes
Elect new officers, directors, and a nominating committee

Members should have received a separate invitation on May 1 with registration
information and a link to the Annual Meeting Kit.
 

Special Guest Speaker: Pastor Kaloma Smith
Power of Community

10:30 am - 11:00 am



Pastor Kaloma Smith, leader of the University AME Zion
Church in Palo Alto and Chair of the City of Palo Alto Human Relations
Commission, will talk about hopes for progress that can be made when all
community organizations work together. Pastor Smith’s talk is open to the
public and we welcome non-members to attend this highly pertinent speech
from 10:30 to 11:00 am.

Please join us and help us shape the important work that we do for the coming
year. We look forward to seeing you there!

LWVPA High School Civic Engagement
Club Caucus at the LWVC State
Convention
Monday, June 7, 2021
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Great news: The LWVPA High School Civic Engagement Club Caucus has
been accepted by LWVC for the State Convention in June! Our presenters,
Jenn Wagstaff Hinton, Co-Chair of Civics at LWVPA and Rachael Kaci,
Palo Alto Unified School District Teacher, welcome you to join an engaging
and inspirational caucus on June 7.

In the fall of 2020, LWVPA President Nancy Shepherd envisioned a
partnership between the League and our local high schools to expand students'
civic-engagement knowledge and influence in an elective Civic Engagement
Club structure. The student-led club model is based on the CA Department of
Education’s "State Seal of Civic Engagement" (SSCE) award criteria that were
adopted in September 2020. The SSCE criteria include five areas of
exploration, culminating in the call for students to share their retrospective
learnings with broader school and community groups. Club students can earn
the SSCE seal for inclusion on their transcript and diploma upon graduation.
Application for the LWVC Caucus slot is one of two learning forums that the
club is pursuing.

Register Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=8aebc0d759&e=d4d08a9f96


The caucus will be held on Zoom and is open to the public. We will share the
registration link once it becomes available. Stay tuned!

April Board Meeting Highlights
The following motions were approved: 

The Natural Resources Committee will host
a Zoom event titled “The Promise of Carbon
Neutrality by 2050" in July (date TBD), which
will include a presentation by Irene Yang and
Julie Gaudin, members of the Silicon Valley
North Chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby.
Our August 4 speaking event with Larry
Diamond, who will speak about possible electoral reforms to reduce
political polarization in the U.S., will be cosponsored by Congregation
Beth Am.
We will help publicize the upcoming three-part panel
discussion “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander
Experience,” hosted by Asian Americans for Community Involvement
(AACI) and Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian.

Board Discussion and Other Business:  

Our membership will be invited by email to the Annual Meeting that will
take place on Saturday, May 15. Our guest speaker, Pastor Kaloma
Smith, will talk about the “Power of Community.” Links to registration and
the Annual Meeting Kit will be included in the email. Zoom room opens at
9:00 am.
Dan Zalles is chairing our new Equal Justice Team. They actively
supported and publicized the May 2 AAPI rally in Palo Alto and will
continue to promote Palo Alto HRC’s 100 Community Conversations on
Race.

- Sue Hermsen, Secretary



Invest in the
League of
Women Voters of
Palo Alto
Thank you for your support of the
League of Women Voters and
the work we do in the Palo Alto
and Stanford community. Our
mission to encourage informed
and active participation of our
local citizens in government, and
to influence public policy through
education and advocacy, continues to be critical. 

Our annual campaign letter was sent to our members and donors at the end of
March. If you have already given, thank you! If you have not yet had a
chance to contribute, please donate today. We appreciate your partnership
in our work for democracy in our local community! 

Advocacy Reports

Donate Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=3be0a4090e&e=d4d08a9f96


     

National
 
LWVUS joined 150 environmental and civil rights groups calling for Congress to
include in President Biden’s infrastructure bill a ‘Clean Energy Standard’--80%
carbon-free power by 2030 and 100% by 2035.
 
LWVUS issued a statement on the trial of Derek Chauvin: “Today, the police
officer responsible for the murder of George Floyd was held accountable for his
crime. While the decision to convict George Floyd’s murderer was just, it does
not remedy the undeniable fact that policing in America is fundamentally
broken. . .” Read the entire statement here. 
  
LWVUS hosted a day of action on redistricting; resolved a lawsuit against the
Census Bureau which prevented states from excluding noncitizens from
redistricting; issued a statement to support Senate Filibuster Reform;

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=806185e629&e=d4d08a9f96


announced a partnership with health professionals (Vot-ER) to assist patients to
register to vote and engage in other civic activities. Read all LWV’s press
releases here.
 

State
 
LWV of California (LWVC) urged the Supreme Court to reject challenges to
California’s Charitable Reporting Law. LWVC supports the following bills in the
legislature: AB 236 that requires disclosure of members of limited liability
companies who oppose or support a candidate or ballot measure; SB 90 that
requires names of nonprofits, businesses or individuals who signed ballot
arguments to be listed on the ballot label; SB 31 that directs the State Energy
Commission to use federal COVID relief funds to decarbonize existing and new
commercial and residential buildings; AB 1145 that requires city and county
general plans to consider emergency evacuation routes, wildfire risk, and sea-
level rise in meeting regional housing allocations; SB 262 that requires bail to
be set at $0 for all offenses except, among others, serious or violent felonies,
violations of specified protective orders, battery against a spouse, sex offenses,
and driving under the influence; SB 300 that eliminates the death penalty for
persons without an intent to kill during the commission of a felony; SB 503 that,
as amended, would improve the signature verification of mail-in ballots, which
currently has a significantly higher rate of rejection for Latinix and Asian
American voters, by establishing multiple levels of review and other safeguards
before a ballot is rejected; and SCA 2, that repeals Article 34 of the state
constitution requiring a two-thirds popular vote before a city or county can build
‘low-rent’ housing.
 
- Lisa Ratner, 2nd Vice President and Advocacy Chair

A Glimpse Into History
 
Liz Brownell, LWVPA member,
shares with us a poignant yet
inspiring story about her
grandmother, Clara Darrow, first
President of the Votes for Women

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=01211e389d&e=d4d08a9f96


League in North Dakota. Clara
Darrow very much wanted to vote
back at the turn of the century. Her
speech, "I Want to Vote," given at
Fargo, North Dakota, on October
25, 1914, tells the story of a
courageous woman’s fight and her
long wait to get to the polls. Read
her full speech here.
 

My Favorite Suffragette, Clara L. Darrow
Written by Liz Brownell

My grandmother Clara Darrow was the first President of the Votes for Women
League in North Dakota. She organized an equal suffrage league in every
county in the state. Along with her two daughters she traveled all over the state
to speak and urged the passage of the Suffrage ballot.
 
My father, youngest of 5 children, at 15 years of age frequently drove Clara
around to the speaking engagements. She had always said, "I want to vote with
my father and brothers." My father remembered that in one town he went to the
local pharmacy to buy a soda and heard one man say, "That woman should
stay at home rocking her baby." My father responded by saying, "I'm the baby
and don't need to be rocked." Unfortunately Clara Darrow died in 1915 and was
never able to vote or see her work in North Dakota suffrage fully realized.

Events by other Leagues and in the
Community
100 Community
Conversations on Race and

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=0a10c4c4de&e=d4d08a9f96


the Lived Experience in Palo
Alto
City of Palo Alto Human Relations

Commission

Since May 2020, Palo Altans have
examined themselves, their city, and
its institutions to understand racism as it
exists in Palo Alto. What began as
demonstrations and protests evolved into reading lists and discussions. In
February, neighbors engaged in the 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge, and
close to 2,000 neighbors took advantage of the resources of the Challenge to
learn about racist acts and the structural racism of policies and programs in
Palo Alto. It was an extraordinary experience for all who participated.  

The Human Relations Commission tasks the community to reimagine itself
and be a model for equity and belonging. We are asking civic, social,
professional, school, neighborhood, and organizational leaders to host one of
the 100 Community Conversations on Race between May 25th and
Juneteenth. Discussion guides and training will be provided, and each host will
engage four to eight people to explore structural racism and consider their anti-
racist journey. 

We ask you to be a host for such a conversation. You will receive a tool kit and
discussion guide in mid-May and attend one of the training sessions scheduled
for an hour (TBD) on May 17th or 20th. Please join people from City Council
and neighborhoods who have stepped up to host the 100 Community
Conversations on Race.  

There will be more opportunities to examine racism and the lived

experience of Black and Brown Palo Altans: 

Sign Up Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=8f345b4037&e=d4d08a9f96


Palo Alto Library's Book to Action event:
Anti-Racism 101: How to Show Up for Racial
Justice, on Thursday, May 6, 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
Register here.

From May
1 to August

14, the Palo Alto Art Center
presents The Black Index, an exhibit
of six artists that challenges our
understanding of Blackness and race.
See details of the exhibition here. A
recording of the opening celebration can
be viewed here. 

In May, Theatre Works will present a free online
performance for students, A Kids Play About Racism,
accompanied by four talkback sessions with Davied
Morales, one of the show’s actors and creators! Reserve
your spot here.

Theatre Works will have a reading of an AAPI (Asian
American Pacific Islander) play on June 5th.

Please join us and become the agent of change in promoting justice and equity
in our own community. Questions? Leave a message @ 650-463-4906 and
check our website for event calendars and more.

- Valerie Stinger, Vice Chair, Human Relations Commission

Palo Alto's May Fete
2021
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May 1-8, 2021

THEME: What a

Wonderful World

Although we can't get
together as we have in the
past, we are celebrating
May Fete 2021 in the
following fun and creative
ways:   

“Reverse Parade”
Decorating Contest – Celebrate by decorating your own yard, home, porch,
front door, or business with something that makes our world wonderful for our
community's kids. Residents will come by to view your decorations between
May 1 and May 8 on their own "parades." Prizes will be awarded in these
categories: Culturally Diverse, Spring Themed, and People's Choice.

Pets on Display – fun ideas to show off your pet!

Additional May Fete Activities 

Palo Alto Library Story Times with theme-matching books

2021 Virtual vintage vehicle festival

Learn all about this year’s May Fete here.

Understanding the
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Asian
American/Pacific
Islander Experience
Thursdays, May 13, 20 and

27

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

This May, Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI) and Santa
Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian are hosting a three-part series of
panel discussions on “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander
Experience,” that will feature a diverse group of AAPI leaders and community
members from across the country. The panel topics are designed to provide a
foundation for understanding the diverse AAPI community, discussing the
history and origins of violence and prejudice, and notions of identity within the
AAPI community. The League is a proud supporter of the series. 

All panel discussions will be open to the public for free. 

Register Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=06102476ee&e=d4d08a9f96


The 68th State Convention of the LWV of California
Friday, June 11, 2021 - Sunday, June 13, 2021

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

All League members are invited to attend LWVC Convention 2021, a virtual
event this year. The state convention meets every other year to conduct
business as outlined by the bylaws. But just as important, the purpose of the
Convention is to inspire and empower Californians to increase their active and
informed participation in civic life. Come meet passionate people from across
the state who are making democracy work! 
 
Every LWVPA member is eligible to be a delegate, with registration paid for by
the League. Members can also register as nonvoting attendees who can
observe plenary sessions and participate in workshops, caucuses, and other



events. Anyone is welcome to observe the plenary sessions and caucuses at
no cost. To take advantage of this great opportunity to meet new friends, be a
part of the League in action, attend a great selection of workshops, and learn
far more than you expect, email lwvpaoffice@gmail.com. Read more about the
registration, schedule, and workshops.

Bystander Intervention
to Stop Anti-
Asian/American and
Xenophobic Harassment
Asian Americans Advancing
Justice (AAJC) and Hollaback!
are co-sponsoring free online
training sessions for when and
how to intervene when we see
anyone being harassed. These
one-hour stand-alone sessions
are packed with tips and I highly
recommend attending one. My session had 3,200 attendees, so they are held
as webinars, not meetings. 
 
The website has a list of other community and national sources of information,
including the “AAPI Anti-Hate Community Resources", a crowdsourcing
document that compiles resources from all over the country to help local
communities.

- Ellen Forbes, 1st Vice-President and Webmaster

Announcements
BART Bond Oversight
Committee

mailto:lwvpaoffice@gmail.com
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The League of Women Voters of the
Bay Area is looking for a League
member to fill a vacancy on the BART
Bond Oversight Committee (Measure
RR). The committee consists of five
professionals in the areas of
engineering, auditing, public finance
and construction project management,
and includes two members from the
League of Women Voters. One of the League members is resigning by the end
of the year for personal reasons. This position will serve two  years on the
Committee.

The $3.5 billion bond, approved in November 2016, includes projects that will
replace and strengthen BART’s infrastructure by replacing 90 miles of severely
worn tracks, repair tunnels damaged by water intrusion and upgrade the aging
train control system.

Committee members are responsible for the following: assess how bond
proceeds are spent; assess that work is completed in a timely, cost-effective
and quality manner; communicate its findings and recommendations to the
public; and publish an annual report. Committee members are asked to sign a
conflict-of-interest statement and to disclose any potential conflicts that may
arise in the course of their service.

If you want to know more details, how to apply, etc., please contact Alex Starr,
Chair of LWVBA Transportation Committee, at starrpeake@me.com.

Bay Area Monitor 
 April / May 2021

Getting Experimental

mailto:starrpeake@me.com
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=df33241c2b&e=d4d08a9f96


Tune up to Electric Vehicle Market

Regional Planning for Sea-Level Rise

Reducing Emissions

Take These Broken Wings

Celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. During this month-
long celebration, our nation acknowledges the historic achievements of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders and highlights their undeniable impact on
American history. To celebrate, we recommend watching Asian Americans on
PBS.

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=d2207aceb6&e=d4d08a9f96


LWVPA Board Officers & Directors

 

OFFICERS

Nancy Shepherd
President

Ellen Forbes  
1st Vice President,
 Webmaster
                            
Lisa Ratner
2nd Vice President,
Advocacy  
     
Sue Hermsen
Secretary    
                       
Theivanai Palaniappan & Paula
Collins
Co-Treasurers 

DIRECTORS

Kathy Miller
Voter Services

Ellen Smith
Parliamentarian

Karen Kalinsky
Collaborations & Community

Outreach

Hannah Lu
Communications

Lynne Russell
Fundraising Co-Chair

Myra Lessner
Events  

Liz Jensen
Voter Services and Census 2020

Lizzy Gardner

LWVPA Off-Board

Budget Team
Kathy Miller, Chair

Theivanai Palaniappan
Rosemary Nurre Hallatt

Paula Collins

City of PA HRC Liaison
Valerie Stinger

Civics

Natural Resources
Mary O'Kicki
Hilary Glann

Nominating Committee
Trina Lovercheck, Chair

Louise Valente
Megan Swezey Fogarty

Lynne Russell
Lizzy Gardner



Janet Wells
Jenn Wagstaff Hinton

Civil Discourse Liaison
Susan Owicki

Education Team
Chair TBD

Equity Justice Committee Chair
Dan Zalles

Facebook/Social Media
Admin, Tech Advisor
Aisha Piracha-Zakariya

Fundraising Co-Chairs
Abbie Dorosin
Heike Enders 

Housing & Transportation
Steve Levy, Chair

Membership
Erika Buck, Chair

Observer Corps
Kevin Ma


Pros & Cons and League

Presentations
Mary Jo Levy

Responsible Gun Ownership
Hilary Glann

Stacey Ashlund

Seeking Racial Justice in
Education

 Jeannie Lythcott

VOTER and E-blast Editors
Arati Periyannan, 

Hannah Lu

Voter's Edge
David Springer

Stay Informed!
Sign Up for LWV California & LWVUS News & Alerts

Click here to sign up for LWVC Newsletter and Action Alerts
 

Click here to sign up for Email News and Action Alerts from LWVUS

How to contact your elected officials

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=ccddfeb009&e=d4d08a9f96
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United States
President Joseph R. Biden (202) 456-1414

Senator Dianne Feinstein (415) 393-0707

Senator Alex Padilla 202-224-3553

Rep. Anna Eshoo (650) 323-2984

 
California
Governor Gavin Newsom (916) 445-2841

Senator Josh Becker (650) 212-3313

Assemblymember Marc Berman (650) 691-2121

 
Santa Clara County
Supervisor Joe Simitian (650) 965-8737

joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

 
Other Areas in California
Locate your elected officials by street address

For a complete list of ALL your electeds, see here on our website.

JOIN A TEAM
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Learn More About Our Teams and Programs on our Website!

Facebook Twitter Website

Copyright © 2021 League of Women Voters Palo Alto, All rights reserved.
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Our mailing address is:
League of Women Voters Palo Alto

3921 E Bayshore Rd Ste 209
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4303

Add us to your address book
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From: Antonia Mou
To: Human Relations Commission
Cc: Vote Alto
Subject: Racial Justice Event Panelist - Vote16 Palo Alto
Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 11:03:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioner Sunita de Tourreil,

I hope you're having a good week! My name is Antonia Mou and I am one of the leads
for Vote16 Palo Alto, a youth-led organization looking to lower the voting age to 16 for Palo
Alto municipal elections and increase civic engagement among youth in Palo Alto.

To increase youth civic engagement, we are looking to host an event featuring city officials on
an important community issue. Our current vision for the event is a short background
presentation on the issue of discussion (e.g., affordable housing, COVID vaccinations, anti-
racism), given by an outside advocacy group, impartial third party, or students knowledgeable
about the topic. We would then like the second part of the event to be a discussion/Q&A
between the attending panelists. We hope that this event (or series of events, should it be a
success), will give students the opportunity to learn about and become more engaged with
local issues.

We would love to have you be a part of our panel discussion on racial justice in Palo Alto.

We envision the event to be approximately 45 minutes long, with a 10 minute
introduction/presentation/overview on the history of racial justice in our city and a 35 minute
Q&A panel. We hope to have students lead the first 10 minutes of the event to discuss the
importance of racial justice in our city, and then transition over to you and our other panelists
to answer some prewritten and audience questions.

Please let me know if you’d be interested in being a part of our event. Thank you so much for
your time and consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Best,
Antonia

mailto:mouantonia@gmail.com
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mailto:vote16pa@gmail.com
https://vote16pa.wixsite.com/website


From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone,

Greer; Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh
Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James; Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary; rebecca; Angie, Palo Alto
Renters Association

Subject: Re: Eric Filseth"s one-line defense of the Mayor
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:27:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

It has become very clear that some of our elected council have little understanding of the role
that social class plays. It is called intersectionality,

and you need to factor in race/class/ethnicity/gender/ability in your analysis. These ideas do
not 'stand' alone in isolation. Please consider

educating yourselves regarding the role that all of these play in purchasing housing, among
many other things.

Roberta Ahlquist,

Low-income Housing Committee, Women's International League for Peace & Freedom,
Peninsula branch

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

On Mon, May 3, 2021 at 12:45 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil
rights and racial discrimination. 
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Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make
such a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white
mayor of a majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I
am not aware of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you
know where to look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's
comments to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing
"rate of purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of
home buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including
the Pew article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every
single AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise
the majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a
made-up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot
constitute a majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38%
equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up
the majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond,
possibly, a list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial
violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does
not exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 



Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia
Kou <lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison
Cormack <alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack
<alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>;
greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt <patburt11@gmail.com>;
pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>;
greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric
(Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council, City
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>;
Bill Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."

 

Dear Mayor Dubois, 
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I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

 

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
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https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php


 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota


Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human

Relations Commission; mark weiss
Subject: Re: The Mercury News E-Edition Article
Date: Saturday, May 1, 2021 9:15:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

YES. I spent Thursday and Friday in Oakland taking a look at these diverse and creative
alternatives. When will we have to courage
to grow our city in a more collaborative, community-oriented and inclusive direction?
roberta

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 1:02 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Rebecca,
Thanks for all of your spot on comments. Aram 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 1, 2021, at 12:23 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


This is exactly how housing should evolve.  Query why any human
being should have to pay for a place to live. Query why all land is not owned by
the public for the use of the public.  Human beings are meant to live in social
communities, to share resources, to work together.  In a different universe, our
society moved in the direction of social villages rather than in the direction of
the toxic and private isolation that is fostered and protected, despite its
harm, today. 

Note that Cob on Wood is located under a 880 highway overpass. This is what
we could see if Caltrain/HSR were moved to viaducts. No cost to the city. 
There likely are lots of locations that could host such attractive and sanitary
shelter. Perhaps some that are under the radar to escape political scrutiny and
public notice. 

When our government leaves such huge gaps, human invention picks up. If a
similar community grew here, would our local government quash it, when that
community actually would be providing the resources that our city is legally
and ethically required to provide?  I fear that Palo Alto would destroy these
beautiful communities. Palo Alto -- virtually alone in the world -- continues to
cling to the myth that homeless shelters attract and increase homelessness,
despite decades of evidence, studies, and lived experiences proving the
opposite:  that shelters and housing are the only known solution way to end
homelessness. 

Best,
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Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 9:29 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?
publink=18b8b9565_1345d69

Sent from my iPhone
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S

From: Aram James
To: Palo Alto Free Press
Cc: Binder, Andrew; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Planning Commission; Council, City;

rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Human Relations Commission; Roberta Ahlquist;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; ParkRec Commission; Jeff Moore; DuBois, Tom; Jonsen, Robert; Tony
Dixon; Cecilia Taylor; Winter Dellenbach; Raj; Jeff Rosen; Lewis. james

Subject: Re: Where someone was bitten by the police every 5 days
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 8:33:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.


Dear Palo Alto Free Press:

Thanks for your powerful insights re this most horrific issue. I will send out other articles from
this 12 part series on police sponsored canine mauling..... as I complete them. 

We still have much to learn re the horrors victims of the PAPD canine unit have suffered over
the years. My hope is that as the public reads the full set of twelve articles .....we can then
have a fully informed discussion on the the merits of banning canine units in Palo Alto and
across this state. 

Aram

On Apr 19, 2021, at 7:40 PM, Palo Alto Free Press
<paloaltofreepress@gmail.com> wrote:


ome people describe a police dog’s bite as a deep tear
through their flesh. Others are haunted by the feeling of a
Vise-Grip, the dog's jaws slowly but painfully tightening
around their arms or legs until the muscles go numb.

Anyone knowing the pain that is Inflicted and takes no action are
themselves sick and sadistic in their behavior to the very marrow of their bones.  

And anyone who remains silent on this horrific and painful depiction becomes
complicit in all of its meaning  / definition......

Whenever litigation action is taken, the parties referenced always and inevitably,
begin with the Police Chief - In this case Robert Jensen........ 

Every dictator and menacing force has its leader....In this case again,  captured
beyond all reasonable doubt in a proverbial brown bag in which he is unable to
punch through, short of his resignation....
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“All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done
under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm”.
Ecclesiastes 8:9. 

How true these prophetic words are even today!

Palo Alto Free Press

On Apr 19, 2021, at 12:12 AM, Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>
wrote:


https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/11/the-city-where-
someone-was-bitten-by-a-police-dog-every-5-days

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/11/the-city-where-someone-was-bitten-by-a-police-dog-every-5-days
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From: Aram James
To: Binder, Andrew; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; GRP-City Council; Jonsen, Robert; Council, City; Planning

Commission; Human Relations Commission; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com; rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
Subject: Sweeping attempt at police reforms across the country far from enough
Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 10:07:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.
________________________________

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/18/us/police-reform-bills.amp.html

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Subject: Who really owns most of our real estate?
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:59:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Finally, it's easy to find a list of the actual largest owners of Silicon Valley.  My favorite
resource is the well-researched Mercury News article that can be found here: 

https://extras.mercurynews.com/whoowns/

In sum, these giant corporations (and the white billionaires that control them) own most of our
region, and many of these huge companies have been increasing their footprints in Palo Alto:

1   Stanford University

2   Apple

3   Google

4   Irvine Company

5   Jay Paul

6   Cisco Systems

7   Essex Property

8   Intel

9   Sobrato Organization

10   Prometheus

Not an Asian-American individual in the bunch. 

Best, 

Rebecca

On Mon, May 3, 2021 at 12:44 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric
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I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil
rights and racial discrimination. 

Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make
such a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white
mayor of a majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I
am not aware of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you
know where to look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's
comments to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing
"rate of purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of
home buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including
the Pew article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every
single AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise
the majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a
made-up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot
constitute a majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38%
equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up
the majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond,
possibly, a list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial



violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does
not exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia
Kou <lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison
Cormack <alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack
<alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>;
greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt <patburt11@gmail.com>;
pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>;
greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric
(Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council, City
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>;
Bill Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."
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Dear Mayor Dubois, 

 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

 

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/


 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
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and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


From: Aram James
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; city.council@menlopark.org; GRP-City Council;

Jeff Moore; Human Relations Commission; Jeff Rosen; Jay Boyarsky; Raj; Richard Konda;
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com; Planning Commission; Council, City; Roberta Ahlquist; chuckjagoda1@gmail.com;
wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com; Winter Dellenbach; Jonsen, Robert; gstone22@gmail.com; DuBois, Tom;
Binder, Andrew; Kaloma Smith; ParkRec Commission; Tony Dixon; Cecilia Taylor; ravenmalonepa@gmail.com

Subject: Is this happening in Palo Alto -I’ve asked the Palo Alto Police to release the race of the last 5 dog bite victims and
the extent of the injuries pursuant to a california Public Records Act —thus for my requests have been denied
...what is PAPD coverin...

Date: Monday, April 19, 2021 10:40:47 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Marshall Series: police wanted a dog that would bite blacks people ...horrific check it out. 

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/10/29/police-wanted-a-dog-that-would-bite-a-black-
person

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Antonia Mou
To: Human Relations Commission
Cc: Vote Alto
Subject: Racial Justice Event Panelist - Vote16 Palo Alto
Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2021 11:03:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Commissioner Sunita de Tourreil,

I hope you're having a good week! My name is Antonia Mou and I am one of the leads
for Vote16 Palo Alto, a youth-led organization looking to lower the voting age to 16 for Palo
Alto municipal elections and increase civic engagement among youth in Palo Alto.

To increase youth civic engagement, we are looking to host an event featuring city officials on
an important community issue. Our current vision for the event is a short background
presentation on the issue of discussion (e.g., affordable housing, COVID vaccinations, anti-
racism), given by an outside advocacy group, impartial third party, or students knowledgeable
about the topic. We would then like the second part of the event to be a discussion/Q&A
between the attending panelists. We hope that this event (or series of events, should it be a
success), will give students the opportunity to learn about and become more engaged with
local issues.

We would love to have you be a part of our panel discussion on racial justice in Palo Alto.

We envision the event to be approximately 45 minutes long, with a 10 minute
introduction/presentation/overview on the history of racial justice in our city and a 35 minute
Q&A panel. We hope to have students lead the first 10 minutes of the event to discuss the
importance of racial justice in our city, and then transition over to you and our other panelists
to answer some prewritten and audience questions.

Please let me know if you’d be interested in being a part of our event. Thank you so much for
your time and consideration, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Best,
Antonia
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From: Supervisor Simitian
To: Human Relations Commission
Cc: Prior, Christine
Subject: AACI/Supervisor Simitian Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander Experience panel series
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 2:55:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Human Relations Commission,
 
This May, Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI) and I are hosting a three-part series of
panel discussions on “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander Experience,” that will
feature a diverse group of AAPI leaders and community members from across the country. The panel
topics are designed to provide a foundation for understanding the diverse AAPI community,
discussing the history and origins of violence and prejudice, and notions of identity within the AAPI
community. 
 
All panel discussions will be open to the public, free and held virtually from 6:30p.m. to 8:00p.m. PT
on Thursdays: May 13, 20 and 27.
 
In our communications and outreach, we will be sharing a list of supporting organizations. May we
list your organization as a supporter? If so, please let us know by April 30 and provide the name as
you would like it represented along with your logo. As a supporter, we will share information with
you for distribution to your audiences as well. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.
 
Many thanks,
Joe Simitian
Santa Clara County Supervisor, Fifth District
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James;
Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave
Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary

Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian Americans,” DuBois said.
“I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 3:41:45 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by Asian
Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your observation. Rather,
available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as a group have a lower
rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew Research provides a helpful
overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is the
important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of countries
in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all ethnic groups,
immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are some Asian-
Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is that there also
are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority (and otherwise
historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to a flawed yet
very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the theory of the
representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahnemann as part of
their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize,
which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the
representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they
see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only
with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses the
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genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about Asian-
Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given the lack
of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well on your
capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic level)
represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces home
values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent. Feel
free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James;
Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave
Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary

Subject: Eric Filseth"s one-line defense of the Mayor
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:45:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil rights
and racial discrimination. 

Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make such
a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white mayor of a
majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I am not aware
of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you know where to
look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's comments
to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing "rate of
purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of home
buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including the Pew
article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every single
AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise the
majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
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Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a made-
up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot constitute a
majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38% equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up the
majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond, possibly, a
list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial
violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does not
exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia Kou
<lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison Cormack
<alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack <alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>; greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt
<patburt11@gmail.com>; pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka
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<greg@gregtanaka.org>; greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth
<efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric (Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council,
City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>; Bill
Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."

 

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as
a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
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One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is
that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to
a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the
theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel
Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was
awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still
been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the
beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers
surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the
poor. 

 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given
the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well
on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic
level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces
home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota


 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:
Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans as
a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth is
that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks to
a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic." Under the
theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and Daniel
Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr. Kahnemann was
awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky had Dr. Tversky still
been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a misperception in the eyes of the
beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are." In other words, when policy makers
surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often have trouble even *believing* in the
poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful stereotypes
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against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But, given
the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons reflects well
on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every socio-economic
level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you say,
and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when demonstrably
false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto on housing, and
the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic and/or (b) reduces
home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me that a truly civil and
responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota
http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com


From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human

Relations Commission; mark weiss
Subject: Re: The Mercury News E-Edition Article
Date: Saturday, May 1, 2021 9:15:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

YES. I spent Thursday and Friday in Oakland taking a look at these diverse and creative
alternatives. When will we have to courage
to grow our city in a more collaborative, community-oriented and inclusive direction?
roberta

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 1:02 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Rebecca,
Thanks for all of your spot on comments. Aram 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 1, 2021, at 12:23 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


This is exactly how housing should evolve.  Query why any human
being should have to pay for a place to live. Query why all land is not owned by
the public for the use of the public.  Human beings are meant to live in social
communities, to share resources, to work together.  In a different universe, our
society moved in the direction of social villages rather than in the direction of
the toxic and private isolation that is fostered and protected, despite its
harm, today. 

Note that Cob on Wood is located under a 880 highway overpass. This is what
we could see if Caltrain/HSR were moved to viaducts. No cost to the city. 
There likely are lots of locations that could host such attractive and sanitary
shelter. Perhaps some that are under the radar to escape political scrutiny and
public notice. 

When our government leaves such huge gaps, human invention picks up. If a
similar community grew here, would our local government quash it, when that
community actually would be providing the resources that our city is legally
and ethically required to provide?  I fear that Palo Alto would destroy these
beautiful communities. Palo Alto -- virtually alone in the world -- continues to
cling to the myth that homeless shelters attract and increase homelessness,
despite decades of evidence, studies, and lived experiences proving the
opposite:  that shelters and housing are the only known solution way to end
homelessness. 

Best,
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Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 9:29 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?
publink=18b8b9565_1345d69

Sent from my iPhone

http://www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
http://www.winwithrebecca.com/
mailto:rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
mailto:abjpd1@gmail.com
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=18b8b9565_1345d69
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=18b8b9565_1345d69


From: Palo Alto Forward
Subject: Invitation: Affordable Housing Month
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 9:28:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

May is Affordable Housing Month in Santa Clara and San Mateo County. During
this month, housing partners, advocates, and activists come together to learn and
engage around our housing challenges and solutions. Since Palo Alto has identified
housing as a top priority, we wanted to share information about upcoming events.
All are free and open to the public. They will be in webinar format. Click here for
more information.

Palo Alto Forward is co-hosting two great events: 
-Climate Change and Housing: re-thinking land use for our planet's future
-Safe Parking: Best Practices for Stabilizing Home

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Best, 
Angie Evans 

mailto:palo.alto.fwd@gmail.com
https://www.paloaltoforward.com/ahm21
https://www.paloaltoforward.com/ahm21
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XWCIPd0lRumrCjQQPJb7qQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_csC0FnIzRjmrlt_i17tkUw


View this email in your browser.

Visit us on www.lwvpaloalto.org and on our Facebook Page
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Message from our President
Annual Membership Meeting
High School Civic Engagement Club Caucus

From: LWV Palo Alto VOTER
To: Human Relations Commission
Subject: LWVPA May VOTER - Help Us Make an Impact!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of
opening attachments and clicking on links.

Subscribe to our Google Calendar
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Message from our President
Dear members,
 
Our League is preparing for the Annual Meeting of
members on May 15 at 9:30 am; chat time opens at
9 am for socializing. This is our meeting to reflect
on accomplishments over the past year and look
forward to the new year with program adoption and
voting in new board members. 

Guest Speaker at the Annual Meeting is AME Zion
Church’s Pastor Kaloma Smith, Chair of the Palo
Alto Human Relations Commission (HRC). Pastor Smith will talk about the
“Power of Community” and the progress that can be made when all community
organizations work together. This portion of the Annual Meeting will be open to
the public and begins at 10:30 am. Our League is working with the HRC’s
“Reimagine Community” initiative. Please consider becoming a leader by
hosting one of the 100 Community Conversations on Race for your friends and
neighbors. See more in the newsletter about how to sign up.

Looking back at this past year, where every meeting was conducted on Zoom,



the League didn’t skip a beat during elections and pivoted all services to Zoom.
The Event Committee, looking to restart Speaker Luncheons, brought the talks
directly to you the same way, via Zoom. Although we are beginning to discuss
in-person meetings again, we realize that many members prefer virtual, so part
of next year could be a hybrid of both virtual and in-person meetings.  

Through all of this, it has been an honor to serve as President of the LWV Palo
Alto during this year, and the accomplishments we have achieved are due to
the dedicated work of our Directors and Committee Chairs. Thank you all for
making this League so impactful.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Shepherd

LWVPA Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, May 15, 2021
9:30 am - 12:00 pm (Zoom room opens at 9 am)

We are excited to invite all members to join our Annual Membership Meeting,
the most important gathering of our League year! Members will accomplish the
following during the meeting:

Approve 2021-2022 budget
Adopt our top Program emphases for 2021-2022
Make bylaws changes
Elect new officers, directors, and a nominating committee

Members should have received a separate invitation on May 1 with registration
information and a link to the Annual Meeting Kit.
 

Special Guest Speaker: Pastor Kaloma Smith
Power of Community

10:30 am - 11:00 am



Pastor Kaloma Smith, leader of the University AME Zion
Church in Palo Alto and Chair of the City of Palo Alto Human Relations
Commission, will talk about hopes for progress that can be made when all
community organizations work together. Pastor Smith’s talk is open to the
public and we welcome non-members to attend this highly pertinent speech
from 10:30 to 11:00 am.

Please join us and help us shape the important work that we do for the coming
year. We look forward to seeing you there!

LWVPA High School Civic Engagement
Club Caucus at the LWVC State
Convention
Monday, June 7, 2021
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Great news: The LWVPA High School Civic Engagement Club Caucus has
been accepted by LWVC for the State Convention in June! Our presenters,
Jenn Wagstaff Hinton, Co-Chair of Civics at LWVPA and Rachael Kaci,
Palo Alto Unified School District Teacher, welcome you to join an engaging
and inspirational caucus on June 7.

In the fall of 2020, LWVPA President Nancy Shepherd envisioned a
partnership between the League and our local high schools to expand students'
civic-engagement knowledge and influence in an elective Civic Engagement
Club structure. The student-led club model is based on the CA Department of
Education’s "State Seal of Civic Engagement" (SSCE) award criteria that were
adopted in September 2020. The SSCE criteria include five areas of
exploration, culminating in the call for students to share their retrospective
learnings with broader school and community groups. Club students can earn
the SSCE seal for inclusion on their transcript and diploma upon graduation.
Application for the LWVC Caucus slot is one of two learning forums that the
club is pursuing.

Register Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=8aebc0d759&e=d4d08a9f96


The caucus will be held on Zoom and is open to the public. We will share the
registration link once it becomes available. Stay tuned!

April Board Meeting Highlights
The following motions were approved: 

The Natural Resources Committee will host
a Zoom event titled “The Promise of Carbon
Neutrality by 2050" in July (date TBD), which
will include a presentation by Irene Yang and
Julie Gaudin, members of the Silicon Valley
North Chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby.
Our August 4 speaking event with Larry
Diamond, who will speak about possible electoral reforms to reduce
political polarization in the U.S., will be cosponsored by Congregation
Beth Am.
We will help publicize the upcoming three-part panel
discussion “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander
Experience,” hosted by Asian Americans for Community Involvement
(AACI) and Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian.

Board Discussion and Other Business:  

Our membership will be invited by email to the Annual Meeting that will
take place on Saturday, May 15. Our guest speaker, Pastor Kaloma
Smith, will talk about the “Power of Community.” Links to registration and
the Annual Meeting Kit will be included in the email. Zoom room opens at
9:00 am.
Dan Zalles is chairing our new Equal Justice Team. They actively
supported and publicized the May 2 AAPI rally in Palo Alto and will
continue to promote Palo Alto HRC’s 100 Community Conversations on
Race.

- Sue Hermsen, Secretary



Invest in the
League of
Women Voters of
Palo Alto
Thank you for your support of the
League of Women Voters and
the work we do in the Palo Alto
and Stanford community. Our
mission to encourage informed
and active participation of our
local citizens in government, and
to influence public policy through
education and advocacy, continues to be critical. 

Our annual campaign letter was sent to our members and donors at the end of
March. If you have already given, thank you! If you have not yet had a
chance to contribute, please donate today. We appreciate your partnership
in our work for democracy in our local community! 

Advocacy Reports

Donate Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=3be0a4090e&e=d4d08a9f96


     

National
 
LWVUS joined 150 environmental and civil rights groups calling for Congress to
include in President Biden’s infrastructure bill a ‘Clean Energy Standard’--80%
carbon-free power by 2030 and 100% by 2035.
 
LWVUS issued a statement on the trial of Derek Chauvin: “Today, the police
officer responsible for the murder of George Floyd was held accountable for his
crime. While the decision to convict George Floyd’s murderer was just, it does
not remedy the undeniable fact that policing in America is fundamentally
broken. . .” Read the entire statement here. 
  
LWVUS hosted a day of action on redistricting; resolved a lawsuit against the
Census Bureau which prevented states from excluding noncitizens from
redistricting; issued a statement to support Senate Filibuster Reform;

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=806185e629&e=d4d08a9f96


announced a partnership with health professionals (Vot-ER) to assist patients to
register to vote and engage in other civic activities. Read all LWV’s press
releases here.
 

State
 
LWV of California (LWVC) urged the Supreme Court to reject challenges to
California’s Charitable Reporting Law. LWVC supports the following bills in the
legislature: AB 236 that requires disclosure of members of limited liability
companies who oppose or support a candidate or ballot measure; SB 90 that
requires names of nonprofits, businesses or individuals who signed ballot
arguments to be listed on the ballot label; SB 31 that directs the State Energy
Commission to use federal COVID relief funds to decarbonize existing and new
commercial and residential buildings; AB 1145 that requires city and county
general plans to consider emergency evacuation routes, wildfire risk, and sea-
level rise in meeting regional housing allocations; SB 262 that requires bail to
be set at $0 for all offenses except, among others, serious or violent felonies,
violations of specified protective orders, battery against a spouse, sex offenses,
and driving under the influence; SB 300 that eliminates the death penalty for
persons without an intent to kill during the commission of a felony; SB 503 that,
as amended, would improve the signature verification of mail-in ballots, which
currently has a significantly higher rate of rejection for Latinix and Asian
American voters, by establishing multiple levels of review and other safeguards
before a ballot is rejected; and SCA 2, that repeals Article 34 of the state
constitution requiring a two-thirds popular vote before a city or county can build
‘low-rent’ housing.
 
- Lisa Ratner, 2nd Vice President and Advocacy Chair

A Glimpse Into History
 
Liz Brownell, LWVPA member,
shares with us a poignant yet
inspiring story about her
grandmother, Clara Darrow, first
President of the Votes for Women

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=01211e389d&e=d4d08a9f96


League in North Dakota. Clara
Darrow very much wanted to vote
back at the turn of the century. Her
speech, "I Want to Vote," given at
Fargo, North Dakota, on October
25, 1914, tells the story of a
courageous woman’s fight and her
long wait to get to the polls. Read
her full speech here.
 

My Favorite Suffragette, Clara L. Darrow
Written by Liz Brownell

My grandmother Clara Darrow was the first President of the Votes for Women
League in North Dakota. She organized an equal suffrage league in every
county in the state. Along with her two daughters she traveled all over the state
to speak and urged the passage of the Suffrage ballot.
 
My father, youngest of 5 children, at 15 years of age frequently drove Clara
around to the speaking engagements. She had always said, "I want to vote with
my father and brothers." My father remembered that in one town he went to the
local pharmacy to buy a soda and heard one man say, "That woman should
stay at home rocking her baby." My father responded by saying, "I'm the baby
and don't need to be rocked." Unfortunately Clara Darrow died in 1915 and was
never able to vote or see her work in North Dakota suffrage fully realized.

Events by other Leagues and in the
Community
100 Community
Conversations on Race and

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=0a10c4c4de&e=d4d08a9f96


the Lived Experience in Palo
Alto
City of Palo Alto Human Relations

Commission

Since May 2020, Palo Altans have
examined themselves, their city, and
its institutions to understand racism as it
exists in Palo Alto. What began as
demonstrations and protests evolved into reading lists and discussions. In
February, neighbors engaged in the 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge, and
close to 2,000 neighbors took advantage of the resources of the Challenge to
learn about racist acts and the structural racism of policies and programs in
Palo Alto. It was an extraordinary experience for all who participated.  

The Human Relations Commission tasks the community to reimagine itself
and be a model for equity and belonging. We are asking civic, social,
professional, school, neighborhood, and organizational leaders to host one of
the 100 Community Conversations on Race between May 25th and
Juneteenth. Discussion guides and training will be provided, and each host will
engage four to eight people to explore structural racism and consider their anti-
racist journey. 

We ask you to be a host for such a conversation. You will receive a tool kit and
discussion guide in mid-May and attend one of the training sessions scheduled
for an hour (TBD) on May 17th or 20th. Please join people from City Council
and neighborhoods who have stepped up to host the 100 Community
Conversations on Race.  

There will be more opportunities to examine racism and the lived

experience of Black and Brown Palo Altans: 

Sign Up Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=8f345b4037&e=d4d08a9f96


Palo Alto Library's Book to Action event:
Anti-Racism 101: How to Show Up for Racial
Justice, on Thursday, May 6, 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
Register here.

From May
1 to August

14, the Palo Alto Art Center
presents The Black Index, an exhibit
of six artists that challenges our
understanding of Blackness and race.
See details of the exhibition here. A
recording of the opening celebration can
be viewed here. 

In May, Theatre Works will present a free online
performance for students, A Kids Play About Racism,
accompanied by four talkback sessions with Davied
Morales, one of the show’s actors and creators! Reserve
your spot here.

Theatre Works will have a reading of an AAPI (Asian
American Pacific Islander) play on June 5th.

Please join us and become the agent of change in promoting justice and equity
in our own community. Questions? Leave a message @ 650-463-4906 and
check our website for event calendars and more.

- Valerie Stinger, Vice Chair, Human Relations Commission

Palo Alto's May Fete
2021

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=2eb9d4c287&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=89256c458a&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=8686d34e0b&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=0b7afeb750&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=c21ea70cfa&e=d4d08a9f96


May 1-8, 2021

THEME: What a

Wonderful World

Although we can't get
together as we have in the
past, we are celebrating
May Fete 2021 in the
following fun and creative
ways:   

“Reverse Parade”
Decorating Contest – Celebrate by decorating your own yard, home, porch,
front door, or business with something that makes our world wonderful for our
community's kids. Residents will come by to view your decorations between
May 1 and May 8 on their own "parades." Prizes will be awarded in these
categories: Culturally Diverse, Spring Themed, and People's Choice.

Pets on Display – fun ideas to show off your pet!

Additional May Fete Activities 

Palo Alto Library Story Times with theme-matching books

2021 Virtual vintage vehicle festival

Learn all about this year’s May Fete here.

Understanding the

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=126ebed8a2&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=126ebed8a2&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=0be9a682ad&e=d4d08a9f96
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Asian
American/Pacific
Islander Experience
Thursdays, May 13, 20 and

27

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

This May, Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI) and Santa
Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian are hosting a three-part series of
panel discussions on “Understanding the Asian American/Pacific Islander
Experience,” that will feature a diverse group of AAPI leaders and community
members from across the country. The panel topics are designed to provide a
foundation for understanding the diverse AAPI community, discussing the
history and origins of violence and prejudice, and notions of identity within the
AAPI community. The League is a proud supporter of the series. 

All panel discussions will be open to the public for free. 

Register Now

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=06102476ee&e=d4d08a9f96


The 68th State Convention of the LWV of California
Friday, June 11, 2021 - Sunday, June 13, 2021

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

All League members are invited to attend LWVC Convention 2021, a virtual
event this year. The state convention meets every other year to conduct
business as outlined by the bylaws. But just as important, the purpose of the
Convention is to inspire and empower Californians to increase their active and
informed participation in civic life. Come meet passionate people from across
the state who are making democracy work! 
 
Every LWVPA member is eligible to be a delegate, with registration paid for by
the League. Members can also register as nonvoting attendees who can
observe plenary sessions and participate in workshops, caucuses, and other



events. Anyone is welcome to observe the plenary sessions and caucuses at
no cost. To take advantage of this great opportunity to meet new friends, be a
part of the League in action, attend a great selection of workshops, and learn
far more than you expect, email lwvpaoffice@gmail.com. Read more about the
registration, schedule, and workshops.

Bystander Intervention
to Stop Anti-
Asian/American and
Xenophobic Harassment
Asian Americans Advancing
Justice (AAJC) and Hollaback!
are co-sponsoring free online
training sessions for when and
how to intervene when we see
anyone being harassed. These
one-hour stand-alone sessions
are packed with tips and I highly
recommend attending one. My session had 3,200 attendees, so they are held
as webinars, not meetings. 
 
The website has a list of other community and national sources of information,
including the “AAPI Anti-Hate Community Resources", a crowdsourcing
document that compiles resources from all over the country to help local
communities.

- Ellen Forbes, 1st Vice-President and Webmaster

Announcements
BART Bond Oversight
Committee

mailto:lwvpaoffice@gmail.com
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The League of Women Voters of the
Bay Area is looking for a League
member to fill a vacancy on the BART
Bond Oversight Committee (Measure
RR). The committee consists of five
professionals in the areas of
engineering, auditing, public finance
and construction project management,
and includes two members from the
League of Women Voters. One of the League members is resigning by the end
of the year for personal reasons. This position will serve two  years on the
Committee.

The $3.5 billion bond, approved in November 2016, includes projects that will
replace and strengthen BART’s infrastructure by replacing 90 miles of severely
worn tracks, repair tunnels damaged by water intrusion and upgrade the aging
train control system.

Committee members are responsible for the following: assess how bond
proceeds are spent; assess that work is completed in a timely, cost-effective
and quality manner; communicate its findings and recommendations to the
public; and publish an annual report. Committee members are asked to sign a
conflict-of-interest statement and to disclose any potential conflicts that may
arise in the course of their service.

If you want to know more details, how to apply, etc., please contact Alex Starr,
Chair of LWVBA Transportation Committee, at starrpeake@me.com.

Bay Area Monitor 
 April / May 2021

Getting Experimental

mailto:starrpeake@me.com
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=df33241c2b&e=d4d08a9f96


Tune up to Electric Vehicle Market

Regional Planning for Sea-Level Rise

Reducing Emissions

Take These Broken Wings

Celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. During this month-
long celebration, our nation acknowledges the historic achievements of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders and highlights their undeniable impact on
American history. To celebrate, we recommend watching Asian Americans on
PBS.

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=d2207aceb6&e=d4d08a9f96


LWVPA Board Officers & Directors

 

OFFICERS

Nancy Shepherd
President

Ellen Forbes  
1st Vice President,
 Webmaster
                            
Lisa Ratner
2nd Vice President,
Advocacy  
     
Sue Hermsen
Secretary    
                       
Theivanai Palaniappan & Paula
Collins
Co-Treasurers 

DIRECTORS

Kathy Miller
Voter Services

Ellen Smith
Parliamentarian

Karen Kalinsky
Collaborations & Community

Outreach

Hannah Lu
Communications

Lynne Russell
Fundraising Co-Chair

Myra Lessner
Events  

Liz Jensen
Voter Services and Census 2020

Lizzy Gardner

LWVPA Off-Board

Budget Team
Kathy Miller, Chair

Theivanai Palaniappan
Rosemary Nurre Hallatt

Paula Collins

City of PA HRC Liaison
Valerie Stinger

Civics

Natural Resources
Mary O'Kicki
Hilary Glann

Nominating Committee
Trina Lovercheck, Chair

Louise Valente
Megan Swezey Fogarty

Lynne Russell
Lizzy Gardner



Janet Wells
Jenn Wagstaff Hinton

Civil Discourse Liaison
Susan Owicki

Education Team
Chair TBD

Equity Justice Committee Chair
Dan Zalles

Facebook/Social Media
Admin, Tech Advisor
Aisha Piracha-Zakariya

Fundraising Co-Chairs
Abbie Dorosin
Heike Enders 

Housing & Transportation
Steve Levy, Chair

Membership
Erika Buck, Chair

Observer Corps
Kevin Ma


Pros & Cons and League

Presentations
Mary Jo Levy

Responsible Gun Ownership
Hilary Glann

Stacey Ashlund

Seeking Racial Justice in
Education

 Jeannie Lythcott

VOTER and E-blast Editors
Arati Periyannan, 

Hannah Lu

Voter's Edge
David Springer

Stay Informed!
Sign Up for LWV California & LWVUS News & Alerts

Click here to sign up for LWVC Newsletter and Action Alerts
 

Click here to sign up for Email News and Action Alerts from LWVUS

How to contact your elected officials

https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=ccddfeb009&e=d4d08a9f96
https://lwvpaloalto.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c85e2205d1f2380f9f3c5ed1&id=51d9ffa773&e=d4d08a9f96


United States
President Joseph R. Biden (202) 456-1414

Senator Dianne Feinstein (415) 393-0707

Senator Alex Padilla 202-224-3553

Rep. Anna Eshoo (650) 323-2984

 
California
Governor Gavin Newsom (916) 445-2841

Senator Josh Becker (650) 212-3313

Assemblymember Marc Berman (650) 691-2121

 
Santa Clara County
Supervisor Joe Simitian (650) 965-8737

joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

 
Other Areas in California
Locate your elected officials by street address

For a complete list of ALL your electeds, see here on our website.

JOIN A TEAM
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone,

Greer; Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal);
Council, City; Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission; Joe Simitian; Joe Simitian; Josh
Becker; joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James; Roberta Ahlquist; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; WILPF Peninsula
Palo Alto; mark weiss; Mark Petersen-Perez; Dave Price; Bill Johnson; Jesse Gary; rebecca; Angie, Palo Alto
Renters Association

Subject: Re: Eric Filseth"s one-line defense of the Mayor
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:27:04 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

It has become very clear that some of our elected council have little understanding of the role
that social class plays. It is called intersectionality,

and you need to factor in race/class/ethnicity/gender/ability in your analysis. These ideas do
not 'stand' alone in isolation. Please consider

educating yourselves regarding the role that all of these play in purchasing housing, among
many other things.

Roberta Ahlquist,

Low-income Housing Committee, Women's International League for Peace & Freedom,
Peninsula branch

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

On Mon, May 3, 2021 at 12:45 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil
rights and racial discrimination. 
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Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make
such a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white
mayor of a majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I
am not aware of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you
know where to look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's
comments to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing
"rate of purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of
home buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including
the Pew article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every
single AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise
the majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a
made-up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot
constitute a majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38%
equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up
the majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond,
possibly, a list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial
violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does
not exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 



Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia
Kou <lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison
Cormack <alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack
<alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>;
greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt <patburt11@gmail.com>;
pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>;
greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric
(Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council, City
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>;
Bill Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."

 

Dear Mayor Dubois, 
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I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

 

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
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https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?
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 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota


Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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From: Roberta Ahlquist
To: Aram James
Cc: Rebecca Eisenberg; Council, City; Planning Commission; chuck jagoda; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Human

Relations Commission; mark weiss
Subject: Re: The Mercury News E-Edition Article
Date: Saturday, May 1, 2021 9:15:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

YES. I spent Thursday and Friday in Oakland taking a look at these diverse and creative
alternatives. When will we have to courage
to grow our city in a more collaborative, community-oriented and inclusive direction?
roberta

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 1:02 PM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Rebecca,
Thanks for all of your spot on comments. Aram 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 1, 2021, at 12:23 PM, Rebecca Eisenberg
<rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> wrote:


This is exactly how housing should evolve.  Query why any human
being should have to pay for a place to live. Query why all land is not owned by
the public for the use of the public.  Human beings are meant to live in social
communities, to share resources, to work together.  In a different universe, our
society moved in the direction of social villages rather than in the direction of
the toxic and private isolation that is fostered and protected, despite its
harm, today. 

Note that Cob on Wood is located under a 880 highway overpass. This is what
we could see if Caltrain/HSR were moved to viaducts. No cost to the city. 
There likely are lots of locations that could host such attractive and sanitary
shelter. Perhaps some that are under the radar to escape political scrutiny and
public notice. 

When our government leaves such huge gaps, human invention picks up. If a
similar community grew here, would our local government quash it, when that
community actually would be providing the resources that our city is legally
and ethically required to provide?  I fear that Palo Alto would destroy these
beautiful communities. Palo Alto -- virtually alone in the world -- continues to
cling to the myth that homeless shelters attract and increase homelessness,
despite decades of evidence, studies, and lived experiences proving the
opposite:  that shelters and housing are the only known solution way to end
homelessness. 

Best,
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Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sat, May 1, 2021 at 9:29 AM Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com> wrote:
Follow the link below to view the article.
https://mercurynews-ca-app.newsmemory.com/?
publink=18b8b9565_1345d69

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Rebecca Eisenberg
To: Tom DuBois; DuBois, Tom; Lydia Kou; Kou, Lydia; Alison Cormack; Cormack, Alison; Greer Stone; Stone, Greer;

Pat Burt; Burt, Patrick; Greg Tanaka; Tanaka, Greg; Filseth, Eric (external); Filseth, Eric (Internal); Council, City;
Shikada, Ed; Human Relations Commission; Planning Commission

Subject: Who really owns most of our real estate?
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:59:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Finally, it's easy to find a list of the actual largest owners of Silicon Valley.  My favorite
resource is the well-researched Mercury News article that can be found here: 

https://extras.mercurynews.com/whoowns/

In sum, these giant corporations (and the white billionaires that control them) own most of our
region, and many of these huge companies have been increasing their footprints in Palo Alto:

1   Stanford University

2   Apple

3   Google

4   Irvine Company

5   Jay Paul

6   Cisco Systems

7   Essex Property

8   Intel

9   Sobrato Organization

10   Prometheus

Not an Asian-American individual in the bunch. 

Best, 

Rebecca

On Mon, May 3, 2021 at 12:44 PM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Responding publicly to Eric Filseth's defense of the Mayor, which was sent to me directly
rather than to the group: 

Eric writes: 
On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric
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I respond: 

Eric, I conduct research for a living. I have looked many places, including on paid databases
that attorneys and legal researchers rely on for filing and defending cases related to civil
rights and racial discrimination. 

Given the highly charged state of race relations and the urgent crisis of discrimination and
violence against AAPI individuals, not to mention PACC's official commitment to end such
bias and discrimination, one would think that the Mayor of a famous city would not make
such a generalization without solid proof that his comments are true (query why a white
mayor of a majority white city would make this statement altogether). If there is a source I
am not aware of, at very least you should clarify which source, don't you think?  "If you
know where to look" is not a source.

On the other side of "where to look" are ample sources demonstrating the Mayor's
comments to be based on racial bias rather than on facts.  Perhaps the Mayor is confusing
"rate of purchase" with "percentage of buyers?"

In other words, there is no evidence available that Asian-Americans make up MOST of
home buyers in Santa Clara County, and there is a lot of evidence that they do not, including
the Pew article and the LA Times article I cited and linked. 

The closest I could find is that the RATE of Asian American purchases was increasing. And
that they purchase at a higher percentage than non-Asians.

BUT Asian-Americans still are only approximately 1/3 of the population. They can purchase
in higher percentages but that does not make them the majority of buyers. Even if every
single AA bought a home -- which is not true -- it is still unlikely that they could comprise
the majority of buyers.  It's close to mathematically impossible. 

Perhaps the Mayor is confusing rate of purchase with percentage of buyers? 
Asian-Americans may purchase at a rate of 60% of their ethnic group overall (this is a
made-up number to show you how the math works), but that 60% of AAs still cannot
constitute a majority of buyers given that AAs are only 38% of the population. 60% of 38%
equals 22.8%. 

Or, perhaps the Mayor was conflating *Asian American* buyers with *Asian* buyers -- aka,
buyers from outside the country?  Although it is true that many purchasers of SCC land are
Asian nationals, there is no evidence that Asian nationals, alternatively, purchase most of the
available homes. (And BTW Asian-Americans generally do not appreciate being confused
and/or conflated with Asian nationals.) 

TL/DR Asian-Americans may be the largest ethnic group of buyers, and possibly (although
unproven) they constitute a plurality of buyers, but it is highly unlikely that they make up
the majority of buyers, and if they did, I am not sure if that data is available beyond,
possibly, a list of "Asian sounding names." 

This may seem like mincing words to you, but in a context of a known epidemic of violence
against Asian-Americans, these types of unfounded remarks often fuel the fire of racial



violence. Given that this remark was out of place in the first place, I wonder why a Mayor
would resort to race-based fear-mongering as a way (ironically) to argue that racism does
not exist? 

I ask you again to be more careful with your words. These types of generalizations fuel the
very anti-AAPI violence and discrimination that you swore officially to fight against. 

Best, 
Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:04 PM Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com> wrote:

Data on this is publicly available if you know where to look.  Eric

 

 

From: Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2021 3:41 AM
To: Tom DuBois <tomforcouncil@gmail.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Lydia
Kou <lydiakou@gmail.com>; Kou, Lydia <lydia.kou@cityofpaloalto.org>; Alison
Cormack <alisonlcormack@gmail.com>; Alison Cormack
<alison.cormack@cityofpaloalto.org>; Greer Stone <gstone22@gmail.com>;
greer.stone@cityofpaloalto.org; Pat Burt <patburt11@gmail.com>;
pat.burt@cityofpaloalto.org; Greg Tanaka <greg@gregtanaka.org>;
greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org; Eric Filseth <efilseth@gmail.com>; Filseth, Eric
(Internal) <Eric.Filseth@cityofpaloalto.org>; Council, City
<city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>;
Human Relations Commission <hrc@cityofpaloalto.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: susan@susanellenberg.com; Joe Simitian <supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Joe
Simitian <joe.simitian@bos.sccgov.org>; Josh Becker <becker.josh@gmail.com>;
joshbbecker1@gmail.com; Aram James <abjpd1@gmail.com>; Roberta Ahlquist
<roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto
<wilpfpeninsulapaloalto@gmail.com>; mark weiss <earwopa@yahoo.com>; Mark
Petersen-Perez <paloaltofreepress@gmail.com>; Dave Price <price@padailypost.com>;
Bill Johnson <bjohnson@paweekly.com>; Jesse Gary <jesse.gary@foxtv.com>
Subject: "“I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by
Asian Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is
exclusionary."
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Dear Mayor Dubois, 

 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

 

Specifically, you said: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

 

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

 

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-16142750.php
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Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

 

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

 

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

 

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Rebecca

 

On Sun, May 2, 2021 at 3:41 AM Rebecca Eisenberg <rebecca@winwithrebecca.com>
wrote:

Dear Mayor Dubois, 

I was confused and concerned by a (purported) factual assertion you made to the San
Francisco Chronicle, because I fear it may reflect unconscious bias more than it reflects
factual reality. 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota
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Specifically, you said: 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Palo-Alto-s-housing-debate-is-a-battle-over-
16142750.php?

 “I think the majority of new homes being acquired in Santa Clara County are by Asian
Americans,” DuBois said. “I don’t know how you say the zoning itself is exclusionary."

I wonder on what basis you concluded that most new homes are purchased by
Asian Americans?  I am not aware of any study that confirms your
observation. Rather, available economic studies conclude that Asian Americans
as a group have a lower rate of home ownership than non-minority groups. Pew
Research provides a helpful overview of these matters:

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/04/29/key-facts-about-asian-americans/

One of the most important points made by this Pew article (and all others on this topic) is
the important point that "Asian Americans" are not a unitary group. There are dozens of
countries in Asia from which Santa Clara county residents have emigrated. Like with all
ethnic groups, immigrant communities range the socio-economic scale. Although there are
some Asian-Americans who have succeeded in accumulating significant wealth, the truth
is that there also are Asian-Americans who are poor and struggling, as with other minority
(and otherwise historically excluded) groups. Decision Theory may attribute your remarks
to a flawed yet very common bias in perception called the "representative heuristic."
Under the theory of the representative heuristic, first introduced by Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahnemann as part of their creation of Decision Theory (for which Dr.
Kahnemann was awarded a Nobel Prize, which he would have shared with Dr. Tversky
had Dr. Tversky still been alive at the time), the representative heuristic creates a
misperception in the eyes of the beholder that "those they see" represent "those that are."
In other words, when policy makers surround themselves only with the wealthy, they often
have trouble even *believing* in the poor. 

Here is an interesting article about Asian American homeownership, which also discusses
the genuine harm and risk to safety that is created by the perpetuated of harmful
stereotypes against minority groups such as Asian-Americans: 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-04-29/asian-americans-north-dakota

There are innumerous reasons that you could have made that problematic remark about
Asian-Americans buying the majority of available homes in Santa Clara County. But,
given the lack of factual support for your comment, I wonder if any of those reasons
reflects well on your capacity to represent Palo Alto, where Asian Americans (of every
socio-economic level) represent a large, diverse, and vibrant percentage of our residents.

Being Mayor of a world-famous city like Palo Alto means that people listen to what you
say, and believe that you speak the truth. This certainly was the case for the San Francisco
Chronicle reporter, who did not fact-check any of your assertions, even when
demonstrably false (such as the questionable assertions that Cupertino is behind Palo Alto
on housing, and the disproven theories that multi-family housing (a) increases traffic
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and/or (b) reduces home values).  Given the weight given to your remarks, It strikes me
that a truly civil and responsible leader would work harder to choose his words more
carefully.

I hope you will receive this email in the civil and constructive spirit in which it was sent.
Feel free to call me at any time to discuss. 415-235-8078. 

Warm regards, 

Rebecca

Rebecca L. Eisenberg Esq.
www.linkedin.com/in/eisenberg
www.winwithrebecca.com
rebecca@winwithrebecca.com
415-235-8078
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