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Architectural Review Board
Staff Report (ID # 8712)

Report Type:

Subcommittee Items

Meeting Date: 12/7/2017

Summary Title:

300 Homer Avenue: Subcommittee Review of Courtyard
Pavers, Lighting, and Landscape

Title:

300 Homer Avenue [15PLN-00290]: Subcommittee Review of a
Previously Approved Project That was Conditioned to Return
With Project Changes Related to Courtyard Pavement Details,
Risers to the Courtyard, Railing Details at the Front Entrance,
Trellis Details, Comprehensive Landscape Plan, and Lighting
Plan With Photometric Data. Environmental Assessment:
Exempt From the Provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) in Accordance With Guideline Section
15301 (Existing Facilities). Zoning District: PF (Public Facilities).
For More Information Contact the Project Planner Adam
Petersen at apetersen@m-group.us

From:

Hillary Gitelman

Recommendation
Staff recommends the Architectural Review Board (ARB) Subcommittee take the following
action(s):
1. Discuss and provide recommendations on project revisions.

Background
On February 4, 2016 the Director of Planning and Community Environment approved the
subject project consisting of minor additions to the Palo Alto History Museum for Historic and
Architectural Review. The project consists of a 1,458 square foot (sf) addition to the building
and minor exceptions to allow off-site parking and a front yard encroachment of three feet. At
the Board’s recommendation, a condition was imposed that required certain project elements
return to the ARB subcommittee. Below are the items that were requested to return to the
subcommittee and the applicant’s response to these conditions:
Architecture Review Condition:
City of Palo Alto
Planning & Community Environment
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 329-2442
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16. The following items shall be reviewed and approved by the ARB sub-committee prior to
the issuance of a building permit:
a. Pavement details in the courtyard area, including paver configuration
b. Details of the risers to the courtyard
c. Details of the railings by the front entrance
d. Details of trellises at the rear side of the building
e. Comprehensive landscape plan that gives consideration to: (1) plant materials that
are compatible with the historic context and (2) additional seating in the courtyard
f. Lighting plan with photometric data
Applicant’s Response:
 16a – The applicant proposes three different types of pavers and configurations, but the
paver material would be the same throughout the project. All the pavers would be
made of colored cast concrete. The type and configuration varies based on location as
shown on the landscape plan, sheet L-1. The three paver configurations and colors are
as follows:
o The applicant proposes Belgard Turfstone pavers along edge of the sidewalk
paralleling Homer Avenue. These are untinted gray in color and allow for
landscaping growth.
o The second configuration of pavers is a square pattern bordering the sidewalk along
Homer Avenue. These pavers are Belgard Aqualine and paver color is “Victorian.”
These individual pavers are 12 inches by 12 inches and will be loose laid similar to
the existing cast-in-place concrete, but will allow the paving to shift as needed to
accommodate the growing oak tree.
o The third configuration of pavers are used in the courtyard, patio area along Bryant
Street, and pathway leading from Homer Avenue. The pattern appears random, but
the configuration is represented on Sheet L-1 and in the material cut sheet. These
pavers are Belgard Eco Dublin and the color is “Toscana.”
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Eco Dublin pavers

Aqualine pavers

Turfstone pavers



16b – The applicant evaluated the proposed risers leading to the courtyard. However,
following redesigning of the project for building permit submittal, it was determined
that the risers were not needed.
Riser Location Before



Removed Risers

16c – The applicant proposes handrails leading to the three Homer Street face entry
doors and stairs and the sloped walk in the courtyard. These handrails are proposed to
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be wrought iron with a period-appropriate grip and square pickets. The color is black
with a semi-gloss finish.



16d – The applicant proposes an aluminum trellis at the rear of the building with posts
ranging in measurements from vertical four by fours and primary perimeter two by six
inch beams. The trellis color is proposed to be Benjamin Moore “Buckland Blue,” and
would attach to the building via an internal sleeve connection.



16e – The applicant proposes a planting plan that reflects the historical period following
the building’s construction in 1929. The applicant proposes lower growing plants around
the perimeter of the building and maintaining the historical Japanese Camellias, as
recommended by the City arborist. The proposed plant pallet adheres to the City’s
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. The plan pallet proposes Japanese maples,
abelias, McMinn Manzanita, and Beard Tongues, sword ferns, daylilies, and hawthorns.
The applicant considered installing permanent seating and tables in the courtyard area,
but determined not to add these features. The applicant noted that the courtyard is
identified as a place for potential artifact displays and is enlarged by trimming the
vegetation to accommodate gatherings. Permanent seating in this area would obstruct
displays and confine the number of people in the space. However, the applicant notes
that the museum could use folding chairs to accommodate visitors in this area.



16f – The applicant has included a complete photometric plan with cut sheets of the
proposed lighting. As shown on sheet E1.1, light F6 is a downlight mounted in the
building and would not be visible. Light F7 is a wall mounted sconce type light with a
black finish made from die cast aluminum. These lights are primarily located along the
perimeter of the building. Light type F8 is a column light for the patio area facing Bryant
Street and along the pathway on the opposite site of the building. This light is a one
piece of extruded aluminum and is black in color. Light F9 is a floodlight, is black in color,
and is located opposite of Bryant Street, facing the building from the park.
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A video recording of the Board’s last meeting on this project is available online:
http://midpenmedia.org/architectural-review-board-37/
A staff report for this project is available online at:
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/50820
Meeting minutes from the February 4, 2016 are available online at:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/51104
The Board is encouraged to provide direction to staff and the applicant as to whether the
proposed changes are sufficient or requires further refinement.

Report Author & Contact Information
Adam Petersen, Contract Planner
(408) 340-5642
apetersen@m-group.us

ARB1 Liaison & Contact Information
Jodie Gerhardt, AICP, Planning Manager
(650) 329-2575
jodie.gerhardt@cityofpaloalto.org

Attachments:
 Attachment A: Updated Project Description (PDF)
 Attachment B: Project Plans (DOCX)
 Attachment C: Approved Project Plans
(DOCX)

1

Emails may be sent directly to the ARB using the following address: arb@cityofpaloalto.org
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PALO ALTO HISTORY MUSEUM
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
BACKGROUND
The Roth Building is located at 300 Homer Avenue and originally housed the Palo Alto Clinic.
Prominent Palo Alto architect Birge M. Clark designed the original portion (1931) as well as an
addition (1946). The building was recorded by the Palo Alto Historic Resources Board in 1981
and assigned a Category 2 rating. In 2000 the Roth Building was sold to the City of Palo Alto.
Period of Significance
Based upon known data, the period of significance (the chronological period that relates to the
historic context) has been established as 1932, the year of Roth Building's construction, to 1953
when the building and addition would be over fifty years of age.
Construction History
Original Clinic (1931-32) - The Palo Alto Clinic, Inc. hires prominent Palo Alto architect Birge M.
Clark to design a new clinic building for its practice. Clark designs a U-shaped building with
one-story wings and a two-story 'spine.' The building's exterior exhibits the trademark
"California Colonial" features typical of Clark's projects, such as stucco finish walls, tile roofs,
and wood balconies. The entry porch is decorated with medically themed murals executed in
fresco by Victor Arnautoff.
Clinic Addition (1946 - 47) - The Palo Alto Clinic, Inc. again hires architect Birge M. Clark to
design an addition to its building. Clark designs a U-shaped building with three-story wings
and 'spine.' A sunken garden is located between the wings. The building's exterior exhibits the
trademark "California Colonial" features typical of Clark's projects, but in a more utilitarian
execution. Interior Remodeling (1940’s – ‘95) - Interior remodeling to facilitate changes in
medical technology & practice needs. Northeast corner of the 1931 portion is altered to connect
Roth Building with Lee Building, erected in 1961. [Note: City of Palo Alto disposed of plans &
permit applications dated prior to 1971.]
Partial Demolition & Seismic Upgrade (2000 - PRESENT) - Exterior openings at northeast corner
of 1931 portion are blocked up with demolition of Lee Building. Wings of 1946 addition are
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severed from 'spine' and specific building materials are salvaged from wings. Spine is
seismically upgraded. Upon completion of seismic upgrade, wings are demolished, and their
footprints and the sunken garden are backfilled.
Lease Option
Through an RFP process the Palo Alto History Museum currently holds a lease option for the
building. The option has been extended for a period of one year with a requested additional one
year extension pending. The lease does not address any Museum use of adjacent Heritage Park.
The Park Improvement Ordinance will require both Park and Recreation Commission as well as
City Council review and approval for any improvements to take place. Any approved
improvements made by the Museum within the park cannot be dedicated for the sole use of the
Museum so must be made available for park visitor and general public use. Because of the
defined area allocated to the Roth Building as part of the lease there is no space available for on
site parking. There is space available for bicycle parking on site. Public parking is available
within reasonable walking distance at City Hall.
PROPOSED USE
The project work will rehabilitate the building for use as the Palo Alto History Museum.
Utilizing the California Historical Building Code (CHBC) seismic upgrades will be
implemented for the original 1931 portion and remaining spine portion of the 1946 addition.
The mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems will be upgraded. The interior rehabilitation
will respond to the requirements of the lease as well as the program for the museum. The
Museum is looking to the City for an exemption to the City Green Building guidelines.
Themes that will guide museum displays within the Roth Building
- Physical Community
- Culture
- Technology
- Business and Finance
Approximate area allocated to use
- Gallery / Working Archives 6,100 sf
- Community Room 700 sf
- Café / Kitchen 480 sf
- Offices 2,500 sf
As required by the lease the rehabilitation will include creation of a restroom to be made
available for public use accessible from the adjacent City park (Heritage Park) and a community
room to be made available for use by neighborhood/community groups.
REHABILITATION SCOPE
The rehabilitation of the building for the museum will include gallery space, office space for
museum staff, community meeting room, a café, toilet rooms, archive / storage space along
with mechanical and other utility spaces. Small additions at the south elevation will increase
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available usable space. The west side of the property will receive a ramp, exit stair from
basement and community room access integrated with south additions. Minimal exterior
modifications on the east side will accommodate the public restroom and the code required
second stair exit. The café will have a service window facing south toward the park.
The rehabilitation work will follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
The Rehabilitation Standards acknowledge the need to alter or add to a historic building to
meet continuing or new uses while retaining the building’s historic character. These standards
allow for the alteration that will be needed for code upgrades as well as meeting the needs of
the museum’s program. The rehabilitation work will be consistent with these standards in first
identifying, retaining and preserving character defining features of the building. The
identification of features will be done within the framework of a Historic Structure Report. All
rehabilitation work will be consistent in preserving and maintaining the historic fabric of the
building.
Interior Work
The rehabilitation of the interior will require limited removal or modification of existing walls
in development for museum use. The period of significance (1932-1953) will be the guide for
proposed modifications of current wall layouts. New toilet rooms with accessible fixtures will
be provided, for use by museum visitors and staff. A limited number of new doorways through
existing walls will be added to create a smooth flow for visitors through the museum gallery
spaces. Main museum circulation paths will follow historic hallways and doorways. The
existing elevator only stops at Basement, First and Second Floors and will continue to do so
after rehabilitation. Access to the community space will primary be from the south side of the
building. Control points are designed into the building circulation to allow for use of the
community room during museum off hours. Community room users will have access to toilet
rooms, and trash/recycling, as needed. Control points can be expanded to allow limited access
to additional areas of the building as the needs of the group warrants. The building systems
upgrades will help provide the appropriate environment for the display and storage of artifacts
from the Museum’s collection. Temperature & humidity control as well as lighting along with
technological integration are key components of the building system that is to be designed for
the Museum.
Exterior Work
The south facing façade, currently with two gable topped blank walls, will be rehabilitated with
small additions to create a better relationship to the adjacent park and adjacent residential
development. This expansion will provide additional space for museum galleries on the first
and second floors at the east end as well as for the working archives on the second floor at west
end. The center portion of the south façade will be rehabilitated with features and details that
existed during the period of significance.
The paved courtyard area will be expanded to provide a slightly larger gathering space and
potential artifact display area. This larger paved area will also allow gatherings with a mix of
people standing or seated on folding chairs. Some of the existing camellia bushes have been
dramatically cut back by the City for access to secure the windows in the courtyard with
plywood. The remaining camellia bushes will be relocated to allow for the expansion of the
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paved surface. The original center planter, currently paved with concrete and at one point the
anchor location of two non-historic wood benches, will also be re-paved with permeable pavers.
The permeable pavers to be used within the courtyard are colored cast concrete and will be set
in a large pattern that appears to be random at first glance. Because all of the newly paved areas
are currently planted areas the intent is to not have them appear to be a fixed grid such as a
running bond or herringbone pattern. The specific paver patterns proposed are shown in the
paver material “cutsheets” presented as part of the ARB review package. The paver colors are:
Belgard Eco Dublin paver color: "Toscana"
Belgard Aqualine paver color: "Victorian"
Belgard Turfstone paver color: untinted gray concrete
Leading from the sidewalk, the broken and shifted cast-in-place concrete paving heaved by the
existing heritage oak tree roots will be replaced by a square grid patterned cast concrete paver.
The proposed 12”x12” loose laid concrete pavers will be similar to the existing cast-in-place
concrete in color and finish but will allow the paving to shift as needed to accommodate the
ever-growing oak tree roots.
The previous stepped walk and ramp scheme at the courtyard came up in response to a number
of design adjustments requested by Dave Dockter and Matt Weintraub, City of Palo Alto, and
became part of the response, dated 11 January 2016, to Additional CUP Comments. Following
redesign in the fall of 2016, the steps and ramp scheme was not part of the December 2016
permit submittal package and is not part of the current design. This provides improved
accessibility throughout the full courtyard and is closer in concept to the circulation patterns of
the original courtyard, which did not have any risers in it.
The planting plan and proposed plants reflect the historical period following the building’s
construction in 1929. Through the use of lower growing period plant material around the
perimeter of the building we are providing a safer pedestrian experience (the original mature
plantings obscured the building windows and shrouded pedestrian visibility) we are
maintaining the historic use of Japanese Camellias, adhering to recommendations of the City
Arborist, and still providing a plant palette that adheres to the efficient use of water and plant
material in accordance with the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.
There are no new permanent seating and tables proposed for the exterior of the building. The
proposed exterior folding tables and chairs shown in the drawings are intended to be in place
only during business hours of the museum, the café, and also when a large group is expected to
use the building as a venue.
The new handrails leading to the three Homer Street face entry door stairs and the sloped walk
in the courtyard will be wrought iron with a period-appropriate grip and simple, square
pickets. The grip profile, shown in the details and ARB review package, is similar to the grip of
the existing railing at the courtyard entry porch. The handrails will have a code compliant
extension at each end, as shown in the details. All handrails will be painted a semi-gloss black.
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Code Upgrades
As part of code required upgrades a second exit stair is needed from the second floor. The
second stair will be accommodated completely within the current building volume and exit to
the east side of the building. The accessible public restroom will be within the existing volume
of the building and open to the east side of the building. The door of the exit stair will require a
new opening be created through the exterior wall. The restroom door will utilize part of an
existing window opening. An accessible path will be created along the east side of the building
to provide both access to the restroom from the park and egress path from exit stair toward
Homer Street. A second exit stair will also be provided leading from the existing basement up
through the existing vent well at the west side of the building toward Bryant Street. An
accessible path leading from Bryant Street sidewalk toward the new addition at the south side
of the building will be provided along the west side setback.
Transfer of Development Rights
The proposed rehabilitation will add a minimal floor area relative to allowable for the building
site. This project will utilize section 18.87 of the Zoning Code to make development rights
available for transfer to a qualified receiver site. The final floor area available for transfer has
not yet been determined.
Off Site
To the south within the park space, the area where the 1946 building wings stood will receive
landscaping and open space features developed for use by museum visitors as well as the
general public. This proposed work off the building grounds within Heritage Park boundaries
will be developed and submitted under a separate process.
Codes
The rehabilitation work will comply with:
- Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
- California Historical Building Code
- California Building Code
- California Mechanical Code
- California Electrical Code
- California Plumbing Code
The entitlements listed below for the project have been granted:
- Major Historic Resource Review
- Conditional Use Permit (CUP) under “Community Use Center” including museum,
office space, café and community room
- Minor Architectural Review for exterior changes including request for “Parking
Adjustment by Director”
- Transfer Development Rights (TDR)
Current process is for building permit approval.
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Project Plans
Hardcopies of project plans are provided to ARB Members. These plans are available to the
public online and by visiting the Planning and Community Environmental Department on the 5 th
floor of City Hall at 250 Hamilton Avenue.

Directions to review Project plans online:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to: https://paloalto.buildingeye.com/planning
Search for “300 Homer Avenue” and open record by clicking on the green dot
Review the record details and open the “more details” option
Use the “Records Info” drop down menu and select “Attachments”
Open the attachment named “17116-PAHM-ARB SubComPackage.pdf” dated
November 21, 2017
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Approved Project Plans
Hardcopies of project plans are provided to ARB Members. These plans are available to the
public online and by visiting the Planning and Community Environmental Department on the 5 th
floor of City Hall at 250 Hamilton Avenue.

Directions to review Project plans online:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to: https://paloalto.buildingeye.com/planning
Search for “300 Homer Avenue” and open record by clicking on the green dot
Review the record details and open the “more details” option
Use the “Records Info” drop down menu and select “Attachments”
Open the attachment named “Approved Plans – Received on January 12, 2016”
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