
 

CITY OF PALO ALTO OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 
  

August 3, 2020 

 

The Honorable City Council 
Palo Alto, California 

Selection of Applicants to Interview for one Position on the Human 
Relations Commission and two Positions on the Public Art Commission 

Recommendation 
Direct Staff to schedule interviews with all applicants for scheduled vacancies. 
 

Discussion 
A total of 14 applications have been submitted during this recruitment period. Staff is 
requesting the City Council select the candidates to be interviewed for: 
 

• One position on the Human Relations Commission (Xue resigned), filling a 
vacancy due to a resignation, with a term ending May 31, 2021 
 

• Two positions on the Public Art Commission, with terms ending May 31, 2023 
 
 

A date for interviews will be scheduled as soon as possible and is to be determined 
based on the availability of the City Council.  
 

Copies of all applications are attached to this staff report. Some applications may be 
redacted at the request of the applicant. A full set of non-redacted applications will be 
provided to Council Members directly. 
 

Background 
On April 20, 2020, the City Council directed Staff to reduce the number of members on 
the Human Relations Commission and Public Art Commission from seven to five. The 
second reading of the Ordinance reducing the number of members on these 
Commissions is scheduled for August 3, 2020.  
 
On April 20, the Council also directed Staff to reopen the recruitment for the Human 
Relations Commission and Public Art Commission. The City Clerk’s Office advertised 
this recruitment from June 2, 2020 through July 21, 2020, satisfying the 15-day 
minimum advertising period outlined in Municipal Code Section 2.16.060(a). 
Advertising included placements in the Daily Post newspaper, Palo Alto Online Express 
email, Palo Alto Weekly newspaper; promotion on the City’s website and social media; 
and inclusion in weekly Council Packet GovDelivery notifications. 
 
During the last several recruitments, Council has elected to interview all applicants for 
respective Boards and Commissions.  
 

Applicants 
 
Human Relations Commission (One position with a partial term expiring May 31, 2021) 

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/paloalto_ca/title2administrativecode*/chapter216boardsandcommissionsgenerally?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:paloalto_ca$anc=JD_2.16.060
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1. Nilofer Chollampat 

2. Sunita de Tourreil 

3. Sofia Fojas 

4. Curt Kinsky 

5. David Villaseca Morales 

6. Paul Rugg 

7. Lestina Trainor 

 
 
Public Art Commission (Two positions with terms expiring May 31, 2023) 
1. Djibril Drame 

2. Marilyn Gottlieb-Roberts 

3. Shannon Rose McEntee 

4. Radina Philyaw 

5. Hsinya Shen (Incumbent) 

6. Harriet Stern 

7. Katherin Talbot  

8. Nia Taylor (Incumbent) 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment A: HRC and PAC Applications 2020 (PDF) 

 

Department Head: Beth Minor, City Clerk
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Boards and Commission Applications 

Spring/Summer 2020 Recruitment 

Human Relations Commission and Public Art Commission 

 

Human Relations Commission:  

1. Nilofer Chollampat 

2. Sunita de Tourreil 

3. Sofia Fojas 

4. Curt Kinsky 

5. David Villaseca Morales 

6. Paul Rugg 

7. Lestina Trainor 

 

Public Art Commission: 

1. Djibril Drame 

2. Marilyn Gottlieb-Roberts 

3. Shannon Rose McEntee 

4. Radina Philyaw 

5. Hsinya Shen (Incumbent) 

6. Harriet Stern 

7. Katherin Talbot  

8. Nia Taylor (Incumbent) 

 



Human Relations Commission
Personal Information – Note: The HRC regularly meets the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Name: 

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone:  

E-mail:

Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes __ No

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members? __ Yes __ No 

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? __ Yes __ No 

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700.   

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director 
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;  

1) engage in business with the City,

2) provide products or services for City projects, or

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? __ Yes __ No

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? __ Yes __ No

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Human Relations Commission? 

__ Community Group 

__ Email from City Clerk 

__ Palo Alto Weekly 

__ Daily Post 

__ City Website 

__ Flyer 

Other: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: (621 characters)
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Human Relations Commission 

Please email all completed applications to Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org or City.Clerk@CityofPaloAlto.org
City Clerk's Office: 650-329-2571



Employment 

Present or Last Employer: 

Occupation: 

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1242 characters) 

1. What is it about the Human Relations Commission that is compatible with your experience and
of specific interest to you, and why?  (1518 characters)
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2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest
to you and describe why you are interested in it.  If you have never been to a Commission meeting 
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1449 characters)

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Human Relations Commission
achieve, and why?  How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1656 characters)
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http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto/boards-and-commissions/human-relations-commission/


4. Human Relations Commission Members work with the documents listed below.  If you have
experience with any of these documents, please describe that experience.  Experience with these 
documents is not required for selection. (690 characters)

Human Services Needs Assessment LINK 

Muni Code 9.72 – Mandatory Response Program LINK 

Community Services Element of the Comprehensive Plan LINK 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be 
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.   

The full code can be read here:  LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website.  I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.   

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone: 

E-mail: 

Signature: (Please type or sign)____________________________________  Date: _____________ 
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http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/41942
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/paloalto_ca/title9publicpeacemoralsandsafety*/chapter972mandatoryresponsetorequestford?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:paloalto_ca$anc=JD_Chapter9.72
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/62915#page=19
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=6254.21.
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Lestina Trainor

32 Roosevelt Circle

203 482 2262

203 482 2262

lestina.trainor1@gmail.com

✔

Boston College, BA

Fordham University School of Law, JD

Member of the Bar: New York, Connecticut

Attorney 1998 - 2016

Lestina Trainor
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Self

Attorney

Board of Directors, Family & Children’s Aid 2005 - present 
Guided executive team through tremendous growth and expansion over 15 years. Active in 
developing board governance, overseeing agency programs, acquisition of real estate 
and most recently, creating a task force to evaluate and implement changes to address 
systemic racism and inequity agency-wide, including on the Board of Directors.

Board of Directors, League of Women Voters, Redding CT 2013 - 2019 
In the wake of the Newtown Elementary school shooting, collected state-wide gun 
violence data and prepared a comprehensive study. Regular speaker at luncheons & panel 
discussions.

Board of Directors, Connecticut Against Gun Violence 2013 - 2017 
Founding member of “March for Change,” a grassroots movement demanding sensible gun 

legislation. Organized Valentine’s Day 2013 protest at the the state capitol building 
in Hartford attended by approximately 10k. Testified before state congress on multiple 
occasions.

Board of Directors, Ridgefield Academy 2006 - 2008
Drafted school mission statement for Diversity & Inclusion. Organized/hosted 
fundraisers.

Chairperson, The Fresh Air Fund 2009 - 2016
Recruited and vetted families in Connecticut to be summertime hosts to chil

I recently moved to Palo Alto from the east coast. However, I’ve spent a lifetime 
visiting Palo Alto to see my grandparents and other relatives. So in some respects, 
moving here feels a bit like coming home. 

I have always been an active participant in my community. I inherited this trait from 
both of my parents. Mom still tutors a linty of ESL students at the Mitchell Park and 
Rinconada libraries—though she’s well past retirement age; and dad too, was an active 
volunteer teaching music in east bay schools until he passed away in 2009. I am eager 
to find my own volunteer opportunities in town. Not only do I love lending my talents 
to help make my community a better place, but I love meeting other people who share 
the same interest.

Specifically, the HRC appeals to me because I have always been interested in 
advocating for vulnerable populations. My parents adopted a 3 year old boy when I was 
six. From that day on, I got an up close view of the many social/societal problems 
that surrounded the circumstances of his adoption: why he was up for adoption in the 
first place; the effects of foster care and multiple placements, the  resulting 
setbacks in education and socialization that my brother faced. It really shaped our 
entire childhood. It also sparked my desire to study law with the intent of practicing 
child advocacy. Although my first job offer led my law practice in a different 
direction, I have continuously satisfied my need to serve and advocate for children 
through my volunteer work.

Lestina Trainor



2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest
to you and describe why you are interested in it.  If you have never been to a Commission meeting 
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1449 characters)

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Human Relations Commission
achieve, and why?  How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1656 characters)

Page 3 
Human Relations Commission 

I just recently became aware of the HRC last week when I watched a Zoom 
Virtual Town Hall presented by Embarcadero Media entitled “Race, Policing and 

the Color of Justice,” sponsored by Palo Alto Online. I believe Police Chief 
Bob Jonsen mentioned the HRC in connection with his anticipating input from 
the Commission. I was so impressed by the discussion and panelists that I 
immediately set out Googling each of the speakers and researching ways that I 
could possibly could get involved with the conversation. The next day I 
happened upon a You-Tube Q & A with Reverend Kaloma Smith, Chief Jonsen and 
City Manager Ed Shikada. I was further intrigued, inspired and energized by 
the panelists’ intelligence, optimism and willingness to engage on the tough 
subjects of systematic racism and policing. In my volunteer work I have 
chaired several Diversity & Inclusion Committees, drafted mission statements 
and policies pertaining to equity, and evaluated institutions for implicit 
bias, etc etc. Law school only deepened my understanding of issues surround 
racial justice, constitutional law, and the criminal justice system. With a 
father who hailed from Birmingham, Alabama and who had been a student 
activist and personal associate of Martin Luther King, Jr. I have been “

studying” this topic for as long as I can remember. I believe my voice would 
add great value to the HRC on this topic and beyond.  

I would love to see the Human Relations Committee come up with a list of 
recommendations to be adopted by PAPD that effect significant and meaningful 
change. The goal: to have a reimagined system of policing in Palo Alto where 
(ultimately) all residents feel safe and protected by PAPD.  In just in the 
short time that I have been a resident, I have been made aware of several 
police incidents that definitely warrant further ‘unpacking.’ I have also 
been told about, and read several accounts by, residents who defiantly have a 
deep (and warranted) distrust of the police. I feel strongly that now is the 
time to make significant changes to benefit the community as a whole. I loved 
the enthusiastic general consensus of Chiefs Jonsen, East PA Chief Pardini 
and former East PA Chief Ron Davis, on the Embarcadero Media Virtual Town 
Hall, that NOW is a unique opportunity to enact swift, meaningful and 
impactful change.

I believe this can be accomplished by gathering as much anecdotal evidence as 
we can. Looking for patterns; looking at existing policies and procedures and 
evaluating if they are being followed or not. Then exploring how some 
existing procedures may be problematic because they have a disparate impact 
on Black people and POC. 

I understand that PAPD is already quite close to meeting 8 Can’t Wait 

standard. Good, but I think we can go beyond that baseline. I’d also love to 
explore what changes could possibly be achieved by challenging police union 
policies & state laws that sometimes diminish the authority of local police 
chiefs.

Lestina Trainor



4. Human Relations Commission Members work with the documents listed below.  If you have
experience with any of these documents, please describe that experience.  Experience with these 
documents is not required for selection. (690 characters)

Human Services Needs Assessment LINK 

Muni Code 9.72 – Mandatory Response Program LINK 

Community Services Element of the Comprehensive Plan LINK 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be 
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.   

The full code can be read here:  LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website.  I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.   

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone: 

E-mail: 

Signature: (Please type or sign)____________________________________  Date: _____________ 

Page 4 
Human Relations Commission 

July 6, 2020

I have not worked with the specific documents attached. However 
in my capacity as an attorney I am accustomed to working with 
whatever document comes across my desk. I very much enjoy the 
process of digesting new information and interpreting/analyzing 
same. 

Lestina Trainor



Public Art Commission Application 
1 of 5 

Personal Information Note:  The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

Name:     

Address:       

Cell Ph

____ Home / ____ Office Phone: 

E-mail: 

Are you a Palo Alto Resident? ____ Yes ____ No

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?      

____ Yes ____ No

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? ____ Yes ____ No

California state law and the Ci            require appointed board and commission 
members to file a detailed disclosure of their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, 
Conflict of Interest, Form 700.   

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director of, a 
company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;  

1) engage in business with the City,

2) provide products or services for City projects, or

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? ____ Yes ____ No

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? ___ Yes ___ No

How did you learn about this vacancy? 

____ Community Group 
____ Email from City Clerk 
____ Palo Alto Weekly 

____ Daily Post 
____ City Website 
____ Flyer 

Other: 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: 

dramedjibril@gmail.com



Public Art Commission Application 
2 of 5 

Employment 

Present or Last Employer:         

Occupation:       

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: 

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of
specific interest to you, and why?



Public Art Commission Application 
3 of 5 

2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular
interest to you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a
Commission meeting you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center:

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve,
and why? How would you suggest accomplishing this?



Public Art Commission Application 
4 of 5 

4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below. If you have
experience with this document, please describe that experience. Experience with this
document is not required for selection.

Municipal Arts Plan



Public Art Commission Application 
5 of 5 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, 

This consent form will not be redacted and will be attached 

The full code can be read here:  

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

_
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the 
Palo Alto City Clerk.  

OR  

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 

providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.    

Address:     

Cell Phone:   

____ Home / ____ Office Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

The phone number / address can be nonpublic and different than the address collected on page one. 

(Optional) Additional Attachment(s)

If you would like to submit a resume, work sample, etc. along with your 
Application, 



Djibril DRAME 

1264 South Sycamore Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90019 E-mail: dramedjlbrll@gmall.com Tel:+1{323) 723 64 20 
Profile: Artistic-Photographer I PR & Communications I Journalist I Curator Languages: French & English 
Domain: Public relations I Visual Art I Consultancy I Journalism I Publishing I Curator 
Computer: Microsoft Office I Lightroom I Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, lnstagram, Tumblr) 

2013 

2008 

2007 

2007 

November 2016 

November 2015 

Oct - Nov. 2015 

Sept. - Oct. 2013 

Jan 2013 

September - Nov. 2012 

March - Sept. 2012 

June 2011 

Nov. 2009 - Dec. 2010 

2009 

2009 

2016 

2011 

2015 

QUALIFICATIONS 

lnstltut Superteur des Sciences de l'lnformatfon et de la Communication, Dakar, Senegal 
Bachelors' Degree, Journalism and Communications 
Major: Public Relations 
Unfversfte Chefkh Ania Diop, Dakar, Senegal 
l st Year of Bachelors' Degree : English 
Certmcate in Music Video Direction 
Dakar, Senegal 
Groupe Scolalre Mauamba, Dakar, Senegal 
Baccalaureat : Option : L l (Humanities) 

EXHIBITIONS 

Brasn Cultural Center, Culver City, Los Angeles, CA 
The Peaceful Warriors (Solo exhibition) and 
Panelist for l Oth edition of Zumbi, 

Labasqulat Art Galary, Abidjan, C61e d'Ivoire 
Ma ville coloree (solo exhibition) 
Goethe lnstttut, Dakar, S6negal 
Mo ville coloree (solo exhibition) 
Centre FGO Barbara, Paris, France 
Leer Lanu Ge um (group exhibition), part of Tandem Dakar/Paris 
Goethe lnstttut, Dakar, S6n6gal 
Debat autour de la Photographie (solo exhibition) 
Haus der Jugend, Frelburg Im Brelsgau, Germany 
Mo ville coloree (solo exhibition), part of the Hip Hop festival Jam Down South 
Casa Afrlca, Las Palmas, Spain 
Graffrica (group exhibition) 
African Rim Festival, Tarla, Spain 
PHOTOAFRICA 201 l (group exhibition) 
Visages d'Afrlque {group exhibition) 
Asdar - Association pour la D6valoppamant de la Sant6 an Afrlqua Rurala 
Espace in vitro, Thionville, France 
Centro del Arte Moderno, Canary Islands, Spain 
Morees migrotoires (group exhibition) - Casa Africa project 
Goethe lntttut, Dakar, Senegal 
Les /us beaux moments du s ort au Sene al 

Awarded of the 4tti Edition of Sunu Thiossane annual show for my l l years of work in Arts 
Administration in Senegal decerned by Sunu Thiossane 

Selected as one of 25 finalists for 4th PHOTOAFRICA contest, part of the Tarifa African Cinema 
Festival, Spain 
Organised by Al Tarab NGO and Andalusian Centre of Photography, Spain 

PUBLICATIONS 

EdHlons Vives Vo~ Senegal 
Musique Senegoloise: participant (release February 2016) 



2009 

Odober 2016-Presenl 

July 2016-Present 

June 2016 

January 2016 

December 2015 

Mars-June 2015 

2014 

February- March 2014 

September 2013 

September 2013 

September 2012 

February 2012 

2009 

2009 

May 2016 

Co-founder of ColdBrewTv 

A Youtube Channel showcasing changemakers, producing independent movies and 
broadcastings 

Co-founder of Style and Graffiti 

A digital platform reuniting Graffiti, murals, Walls and fashion. The purpose is to fine cool swag 
and a cool model and shot them in front of a graffiti. 

Sunu Thlossane Youth Development Agency (Bmed In Brookyln New Yorlc) 
41h edition production of a short film entitled "Larabilaram: The talibe and me] & annual summ 
camp 
Director. Director of Photography & Publicist 
Untitled Cultural Annual Event, College Universffaire d'ArchHecture de Dakar 
1st Edition, AfroPunk Themed event curated by freshman and Sophmore [Exhibition {paint & 
photography]. Concert and fashion show] 
Mentor and Sponsor 
RAW Material/ Independent Curators International OCIJ Dalc.ar, Senegal 
Curatorial intensive training 
Auditor and participant 
Petites Plerres, Dalc.ar, Senegal 
Selected for the writin worksho Writivism 
Mix Bar, Togo 
Curator : lndi o exhibition T olese artist Juvencio 
Goethe lnstltut, Dakar, Senegal 
Member of Organizational Committee Official Photographer. PR officer. Journalist: Melodie 
Mixxx 
Panos Project 
Acteurs culturels et acteurs mediatiques: Moteur en Afrique! 
Member of the editorial committee 
Project financed by the European Union for 3 years, uniting Senegal, Tunisia, Mali and Niger 
Pro·ect Mana er and Initiator: hoto ra h contest aimin to reduce social ine uali 
Tigo Cash • Advertisement campaign 
Event covera e in the suburbs of Dakar, Photo ra her 
L'espace Medina, Dakar, Senegal 
Curator: L'Emotion Ecrite exhibition ra her Mandione La e Kebe 
Begue Bus (Malboro, Phllp Morris) 
Photo ra her, Cam ai n tour in Sene al 
Jam Down South festival (Haus der Jugend, Freiburg Im Breisgau, Germany) 
Documentation hoto ra hie and written 

Arte (German TV channel) 
Appearance in the television programm Metropolis 
Goethe lnstltut Senegal 
Tour of Senegal with for photo book project, following the exhibition Les plus beaux moments c 

s rt au Sene al 
Casa Africa (Canary Islands, Spain) 
Photo ra her, translator and uide: Marees mi ratoires ain 
SUNNAY ProducHons 

Francophonie Abidjan 2106 
(PR for the cultural committee of the Francophonie games during the Dok' Art Biennale 2016) 
Tastemalc.ers Africa 



February 2016 

July- December 2015 

June - July 2015 

2013 

June - July 2013 

2012-present 

Dakar Ambassador (Co-coordinator, Guide, and Cultural Medium collaborator) 
Marathon Eiffage 
Photo ra her and assistant coordinator 
Ministry of Local Governance, Development and Urban Planning, Dalcar, Senegal 
Assistant: Department of Communications, Documentation and Public Relations 
Ministry of Tourism and AvlaHon (MTTA). Dakar, Senegal 
Photo ra her and PR Officer 
Africa Plus Size Fashion Week. Dakar, Senegal 
Official Photo ra her and Director 
Socas Senegal, Dalcar. Senegal 
Or anisation of hoto stand for Die Bou Diar cam ai n 
PeupleSenegalais.nef, lnformaHon slfe 
Co-founder 
Photo ra h , content writin , editor culture and art 
l'M Newspaper, Dalcar, Senegal 
Photo"oumalist: 1 ima e vaut 1000 mots, Journalist 

Senegal & Gambia (Goethe lnsitut, Dakar) 
Cote d'Ivoire Lebas ulat Art Galle , Abld an 

Germany (Haus der Jugend/Jam Down South, Frelburg) 
S atn Casa Africa, Cana Islands 



dram9djibril 
akagodeye I gadaay 

Djlbril Drame is a young visual artist, journalist and publicist with over l 0 years of experience. He is 
known amongst his visual peers as 11Gadaay/GodEye". Djibril, well connected in the artistic world, 

embarked on many exhibitions and competitions in Europe to share his work through his popular art 
collection known as "My Colored CHv" where he pushes the envelope of the Senegalese street art 

and the talents that play a great part such as graffiti artists, hip hop activists and ambassadors of the 
urban culture. 

Djibril Drame is among the pioneers and activists in the urban community who have traveled 
internationally due to his striking talents and captivating photography. While still conducting his own 
blog "www.peuplesenegalais.net" where he makes time to help expose the dynamics of the young 
Senegalese change makers locally and abroad about captivating topics we face in the Senegalese 
daily life and bringing light to social issues. 

Gadaay hardly entered photography in 2007, shortly after to participate as one of the youngest 
artistic photographer in the book "Dakar Emor• editions of Vives Voix. Right after this project, he joined 
the daily popular newspaper L'As where he hosted for one year a section of photographs called "A 
picture is worth l 000 words." In 201 o. his art is exported internationally, where he represented Senegal 
in an international event of contemporary art at the GRAFFRICA Fes11val (Las Palmas), in 2011 at the 
Festfval of the City of Tarlfa (Spain) and so many more. 

GodEye is among a creative network: of trendsetters and young artists in Senegal, in their own right, 
whether it be fashion, visual art, communications, dance or entrepreneurship. Down the line, God Eye 
aims to continue to share his expertise and experience by giving back to his community with the 
creation of his Visual Art & Communications Academy. He dreams of a bringing the true image of 
Africa to the wortd one country at a time and creating future ambassadors to continue this legacy. 

Djlbrll Drame is skilled in communications, mentoring young talents, leadership, management, 
working with others to achieve a main goal by contributing his experience and knowledge. He has 
worked with many NGOs and Top Companies in Senegal. Djibril Drame earned his Bachelors in 
Communications and Journalism with concentration in public relations at the lnstitut des Sciences de 
!'Information et de la Communication in Senegal. 



ICI Certificate of Completion 
THIS CERTIFICATE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT 

Mr. Djibril Drame 
HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 

INDEPENDENT CURATORS INTERNATIONAL'S 
CURATORIAL INTENSWE IN DAKAR WITH RAW MATERIAL COMPANY 

FROM MAY 30 TO JUNE 5, 2016. 

c 
u 
R 
A 

NDEPENDENT 
0 

. NTERNATIONAL 
s 

/ 
Maria del Carmen Carrion 

Director of Public Programs & Research, ICI 



Public Art Commission
Personal Information – Note: The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Name: 

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone:  

E-mail:  

Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes __ No 

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members? __ Yes __ No 

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? __ Yes __ No 

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700.   

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director 
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;  

1) engage in business with the City,

2) provide products or services for City projects, or

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? __ Yes __ No

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? __ Yes __ No 

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Public Art Commission? 

__ Community Group 

__ Email from City Clerk 

__ Palo Alto Weekly 

__ Daily Post 

__ City Website 

__ Flyer 

Other: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: (621 charaters)

Page 1 
Public Art Commission 

Please email all completed applications to Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org or City.Clerk@CityofPaloAlto.org
City Clerk's Office: 650-329-2571



Employment 

Present or Last Employer: 

Occupation: 

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1311 characters)

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of
specific interest to you, and why? (1518 characters)

Page 2 
Public Art Commission 



2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest
to you and describe why you are interested in it.  If you have never been to a Commission meeting 
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1518 characters)

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, and
why?  How would you suggest accomplishing this?  (1656 characters)

Page 3 
Public Art Commission 

http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto/boards-and-commissions/public-arts-commission/


4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below.  If you have experience
with this document, please describe that experience.  Experience with this document is not 
required for selection. (759 characters)

Public Art Master Plan LINK 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be 
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.   

The full code can be read here:  LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website.  I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.   

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone:  

E-mail: 

Signature: (Please type or sign)_______________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

Page 4 
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https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?t=59163.12&BlobID=66227
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=6254.21.
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Public Art Commission 
Personal Information – Note: The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Name: Radina J. Philyaw 

Address: 2125Park Blvd 
Cell Phone: (650)799-3109 
_#_ Home / __ Office Phone:  (650)322-1052 

E-mail: radinaphilyaw@yahoo.com  
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? _x_ Yes __ No  

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 

are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members? __ Yes _x_ No  
Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? x__ Yes __ No  

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 

their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700.    

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director of, 

a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;   

1) engage in business with the City, 

2) provide products or services for City projects, or 
3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? __ Yes x__ No 

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? __ Yes __x No  
 

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Public Art Commission?  
__ Community Group  
__ Email from City Clerk  
__ Palo Alto Weekly  

__ Daily Post  
__ City Website  
__ Flyer  

Other: I met someone from the art commission at the BLM mural 

painting._____________________________________________________________________________

_  
 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration:  
Employment  

Present or Last Employer: City of 

Menlo Park (belle Have CDC ) 

Occupation: Teacher 

 
Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations                                                                                                              
I actually don’t have any prior involvement. I was touched as well as proud to have this mural in 
my city. I want to become more involved in helping Palo alto display beautiful works of art. 
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What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of specific 
interest to you, and why?  
 
I don’t have experience besides considering myself an artist. I do love art and like I stated earlier, I 
want to be more involved with my community. 
 
 
 
  
1. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular 
interest to you and describe why you are interested in it.  If you have never been to a Commission 
meeting you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK. The BLM mural 

was/is such a wonderful experience for me. I went downtown the day the mural was being painted. It was 

so amazing to see so many different artist out there, creating such beauty for our city. To be honest, I was 

a little sad that I wasn’t a part of it. That day I introduced myself to almost all of the artist as well as 

members of the public that were out there, enjoying the experience as much as I was. I met someone that 

is a part of the art commission. We spoke for a little bit while being surrounded by such a great thing that 

was taking place. After speaking with the art commission member, I realized that that this would be 

something I would love to be a part of. 

 
2. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, 
and why?  How would you suggest accomplishing this?  
 
I would like to see more murals going up in different areas in Palo alto. I would explore the city in 
efforts to determine which places to choose. I would work with the team to see who would be the 
best person/artist to do the job. 
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3. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below.  If you have 
experience with this document, please describe that experience.  Experience with this document 
is not required for selection.    

Public Art Master Plan LINK  

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website  

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.”  The full code is attached.  This consent form will not 
be redacted and will be attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.    

The full code can be read here:  LINK  
Read the code, and check only ONE option below:  

x  I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and  
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code Section 

6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo Alto City Clerk.  
OR  

 I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 

from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website.  I am 

providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 

information instead.    

Address:  

Cell Phone:  
__ Home / __ Office Phone:  E-

mail:  
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Signature: ______Radina J Philyaw__________________________________________________ Date: 

__7/19/2020___________  
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__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

Please email all completed applications to Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org or 
City.Clerk@CityofPaloAlto.org  
City Clerk’s Office: 650-329-2571 

Public Art Commission 
Personal Information - Note: The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
Name: Hsinya Shen 
Address:  
Cell Phone: 

Home / 

650-888-7052 
Office Phone: 

E-mail: Hsinyashen@yahoo.com 
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes No 

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?      Yes     No 

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? __  Yes __ No 

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700. 

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director 
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to; 

1) engage in business with the City, 

2) provide products or services for City projects, or 

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? Yes No 

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? Yes No 
 

 

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Public Art Commission? 
 

Community Group 

Email from City Clerk 

Palo Alto Weekly 

Daily Post 

City Website 

Flyer 

Other:  I currently serve on the Public Art Commission.   
 

 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: (621 charaters) 
I have served on the Palo Alto Public Art Commission for the last 3 years and would 
love the opportunity to continue to contribute based on all I have learned in the last 3 
years. 

 
Outside of the PAC, I am a life long student and appreciator of the arts. I studied Art 
History at Wellesley College. I have spent significant time renovating properties and 
landscape and community building within Palo Alto. I have a demonstrated interest in 
community betterment and improvement through the arts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Hsinyashen@yahoo.com
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Employment 
 

Present or Last Employer: 

 

Akamai Technologies, Inc. 
Occupation: Attorney 

 
 

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1311 characters) 
I have served on the Palo Alto Public Art Commission for the last 3 years and would 
love the opportunity to continue to contribute based on all I have learned in the last 3 
years. 

 
Outside of PAC, having served on the board of a community bank for nearly a decade, I 
have supported community reinvestment and outreach programs. Also, leveraging my 
legal background, I have provided community pro bono legal support, including 
citizenship drive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of 
specific interest to you, and why? (1518 characters) 
I believe art can cultivate the human spirit, enhance communication, and promote 
relationships and community building. While Palo Alto is a suburban city in size and 
location, it has an international draw and reach. Daily, Palo Alto also draws talents 
from neighboring towns and brings together a wonderfully diverse population, many of 
whom welcome the opportunity to get to know the city and connect with the community. 

 
As a Palo Alto resident, I have often enjoyed artistic contributions from individual 
families and businesses. Supplementing these efforts, I believe the Public Art 
Commission, by investing in different areas of Palo Alto with diverse public art projects, 
can create spaces and foster opportunities for people to meet, connect, participate, and 
enrich our community. 
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2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest 
to you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a Commission meeting 
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1518 characters) 
One particularly impressionable project for me was by a developer on University 
Avenue. This developer insisted on spending its 1% public art commitment onsite and 
ended up proposing a public art sculpture in a dangerous and invisible location, both 
endangering pedestrians and detracting from the beauty of the building. It is always 
the individual developer’s choice whether to contribute their 1% public art commitment 
to the in-lieu pool. If we can show how successful public art projects funded by in-lieu 
fund improve the city overall, we can hopefully inspire future developers to fulfill their 
public art commitment with a contribution to the in-lieu fund when their onsite options 
are limited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, and 
why? How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1656 characters) 

As a member of the Public Arts Commission, I would like to continue to support projects 
like California Ave. Master Plan and policies related to important issues like 
deaccession that will allow us to update public art projects in Palo Alto systematically. 
Palo Alto is a diverse city by population. Palo Alto Public Art projects reflect its 
population's diverse prospective, and it would be important to continue to ensure 
diversity in our public artworks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto/boards-and-commissions/public-arts-commission/


 

 

4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below. If you have experience 
with this document, please describe that experience. Experience with this document is not 
required for selection. (759 characters) 

Public Art Master Plan LINK 

 

I have a great appreciation for the Public Art Master Plan. It helps Palo Alto public art 
team to support an incredibly rich portfolio of short, medium, and long term projects all 
over Palo Alto. Adhering to the missions and visions outlined in this plan will help the 
public art team continue to deliver exciting public arts to the city. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 
 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be 
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website. 

The full code can be read here: LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

   I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact. I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21. I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website. I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead. 

Address: C/O City of Palo Alto 

Cell Phone: 

Home / 

650-888-7052 

Office Phone: 

E-mail: Hsinyashen@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

Signature: (Please type or sign) Hsinya Shen Date: 

 

4/20/20 
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https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?t=59163.12&amp;BlobID=66227
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&amp;sectionNum=6254.21
mailto:Hsinyashen@yahoo.com


Public Art Commission
Personal Information – Note: The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Name: 

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone:  

E-mail:  

Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes __ No 

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members? __ Yes __ No 

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? __ Yes __ No 

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700.   

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director 
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;  

1) engage in business with the City,

2) provide products or services for City projects, or

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? __ Yes __ No

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? __ Yes __ No 

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Public Art Commission? 

__ Community Group 

__ Email from City Clerk 

__ Palo Alto Weekly 

__ Daily Post 

__ City Website 

__ Flyer 

Other: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: 
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Harriet Stern

1675 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 

408-893-5199

jacobeatrice@gmail.com

X

X

X

X

X

X

BA, Art History,  Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio
MA Studies, Modern Art History ,Theory and Criticism, School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Diploma, Interior Architecture, Inchbald School of Design, London
Internships: Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington D.C.; Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, IT
Chicago Park District, Archives Department; Art Institute of Chicago, Department of 20th Century Art 
Teaching Assistant, School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Assistant Director, White Pine Gallery, Chicago
Corporate Art Consultant, Merrill Chase Galleries, Chicago and Corporate Artworks, Schaumberg, IL
Curator, IBEW Local 1245, Vacaville, CA



Employment 

Present or Last Employer: 

Occupation: 

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: 

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of
specific interest to you, and why?  

Page 2 
Public Art Commission 

My last full-time employer was Corporate Artworks now located in Arlington Heights, IL.
There I served as an Art Consultant.  Since living in Palo Alto I have free-lanced 
as a curator for the IBEW Local 1245 in Vacaville.  

In my community I have taken a number of classes at Pacific Art League, Mid-Peninsula Media Center, The Art Center. 
I attend lectures and music at Stanford, visit arts programming often at all sorts of venues from open studios to the Anderson Collection 
and everything in between.  We attend lots of community and regional theater.  I have kids in PAUSD since 2018.  
I try to stay active and up to date with local and school affairs.  For example I have been one of those people writing letters about the airplane noise! 
Palo Alto Weekly subscriber! 
My volunteering has been around school for the most part.  I try to do one long-term commitment a year coupled with as many one-off 
assignments possible.  To give an example, these are my recent longer term volunteer commitments:  
Odyssey of the Mind Coach, Elementary Division, The Harbour School, Hong Kong, World Championship Qualifiers, 2017
All Students Matter, Ravenswood School District, Weekly Literacy Volunteer, 2018/19 
Palo Alto High School, Weekly Career Counselling Center Volunteer, 2019/2020
  

A first time visitor comes to Palo Alto City Hall and sees our new Black Lives Matter mural and engages with Cache Me If You Can.
They keep walking and see many examples of art around our city.   With these public art works Palo Alto signals that creativity and 
expression are celebrated here.  These art works project our community’s values and vision. The Public Art Commission serves a critical role 
in the direction of this vision—aesthetic and cultural.  My specific interest in serving on The Commission is to maintain the public’s trust 
and the responsible management of our community’s collections, future acquisitions and programming pursuant to our vision.  
It is my opinion that art should be integral to our city.  Palo Alto should support our local artists.  We should engage partners to build
support for public art and I would like to help create awareness about the program and the collection with community outreach.
My experience as a Corporate Art Consultant would serve me well as a Commissioner as I often commissioned artists to create site specific work.
I have worked in both commercial and not-for-profit art environments.



2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest
to you and describe why you are interested in it.  If you have never been to a Commission 
meeting you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK. 

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, and
why?  How would you suggest accomplishing this? 
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Public Art Commission 

The Commission has addressed some interesting subjects recently that will be ongoing.  
One which particularly resonates is that of cultural and racial equality in the field of public art.
The BLM mural project was immediate and inclusive, relevant and responsive.  
How about reaching across the 101 and working with our brothers and sisters in EPA to create something together?
Expanding the reach and flexibility of public art interests me. 
One issue I thought would come up was censoring Cece Carpio’s image of Assata Shakur but was happy to learn
there were only letters in support of keeping the mural as it stands.  

Another issue that interested me was City Council’s recommendation to reduce the Public Art Commission from 7 to 5 Commissioners.  
What is the net gain in that and is it just a recruitment issue?  I would think that the PAC works best with seven diverse points 
of view to put forth recommendations to City Council, especially as we seek cultural and racial equality in Palo Alto’s future public art goals.  
Isn’t the river mightier with many tributaries than fewer? 
As for the BLM mural, which is a huge success and a source of civic pride, it literally would have been difficult to achieve 
with fewer physical bodies on the Commission.  All the Commissioners worked overtime to make that happen seemingly overnight-- 
quite a remarkable effort at anytime but doubly so given our very unusual world in 2020.

World standards of public art and place-making are changing by the minute as we become more culturally and racially aware.
It is quite interesting that two years ago our own community renamed two middle schools because some inquisitive students
discovered that they are named after some old racists and whose ideologies were incompatible with our current civic vision.   
This year third-rate Jim Crow-era monuments are being toppled from their plinths and the Washington Redskins are finally 
being renamed—(when did Stanford drop the name Indians?).  The Public Art Commission must always be sensitive that the 
permanent public art Palo Alto creates today will be judged well in 100 years time.  In the same breath, as a student of art history,
I revere monuments left by less than perfect societies of the past.  How can we not be touched by the magic of Venice or 
magnificence of Michelangelo’s Pieta or Sistine Chapel?  Those sublime Vermeers and the riches of the Rijks Museum, all funded 
less than ethically if we consider them through or 21st C. lens.  These are the challenges those who leave lasting marks, no matter the 
sector, must consider. 
It is an exciting time to be in engaged in public art, to change-up the dialogue, to re-direct the discourse.  
How the world communicates has changed so much since Palo Alto’s Public Art Program was established; it has changed so much in the past six months!  
Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals by Zoom?
For me, the future of public art in Palo Alto reaches a wider community.  It speaks to more people— engages across classes, races, ages and genders.  
Maybe that is through social media and Submittable.  Permanent installations need to reflect diversity.  
Perhaps that means physically going into places we didn’t go before and creating flash events and ride-alongs.  
Maybe it is making more temporary, ephemeral art that reacts to current events and that taps into the pulse of the moment.  
No doubt the future of public art is more racially and culturally equitable in acquisitions and programming.  
The recent BLM mural is a great example of a new wave of public art in PA—responsive, nimble, loads of submissions, 
exciting and creating lots of interest and civic pride.  (This is a great way to increase recruiting for the Public Art Commission as well).  
I would also like to see Palo Alto teaming with neighboring communities to create art and build friendship and trust.  



4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below.  If you have experience
with this document, please describe that experience.  Experience with this document is not 
required for selection.   

Public Art Master Plan LINK 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.”  The full code is attached.  This consent form will not 
be redacted and will be attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website.   

The full code can be read here:  LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website.  I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.   

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

__ Home / __ Office Phone:  

E-mail: 

Signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
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Public Art Commission 

07/21/20

X

Yes, I am familiar with the Master Plan.  I attended a focus group with the authors and have read the final document.  
I know that we are about halfway through the ten year plan.
The Master Plan has effectively established a professional approach to our Public Art Program and its administration.  
The goals and timeline are very clearly stated.  
The Cubberley Artist Studios are included in the Master Plan as a point of discussion.  
It is my very strong opinion that if Cubberley is used for something else in the future,
Palo Alto should maintain subsidised artist studios somewhere within our city limits.
Artists enhance diversity of our community.  They can't afford to be here without our support.



Not ready to submit 1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
Your Application? 2. Click FINISH LATER

Public Art Commission Application 
1 of 5 

Personal Information Note:  The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

Name:             

Address:            

Cell Phone:             

____ Home / ____ Office Phone:         

E-mail:              

Are you a Palo Alto Resident? ____ Yes ____ No

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?              

____ Yes ____ No

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for? ____ Yes ____ No

California state law and the Ci            require appointed board and commission 
members to file a detailed disclosure of their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict 
of Interest, Form 700.   

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director of, a 
company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to;  

1) engage in business with the City,  

2) provide products or services for City projects, or  

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? ____ Yes ____ No

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? ___ Yes ___ No

How did you learn about this vacancy?  

____ Community Group 
____ Email from City Clerk 
____ Palo Alto Weekly 

____ Daily Post 
____ City Website 
____ Flyer 

Other:              

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: 

DocuSign Envelope ID: C30CBA5E-7147-4FA8-9342-292C19C5B70B



Not ready to submit 1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
Your Application? 2. Click FINISH LATER

Public Art Commission Application 
2 of 5 

Employment 

Present or Last Employer:            

Occupation:             

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: 

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of 
specific interest to you, and why? 

DocuSign Envelope ID: C30CBA5E-7147-4FA8-9342-292C19C5B70B



Not ready to submit 1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
Your Application? 2. Click FINISH LATER

Public Art Commission Application 
3 of 5 

2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular 
interest to you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a 
Commission meeting you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center:

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, 
and why? How would you suggest accomplishing this?  

DocuSign Envelope ID: C30CBA5E-7147-4FA8-9342-292C19C5B70B



Not ready to submit 1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
Your Application? 2. Click FINISH LATER

Public Art Commission Application 
4 of 5 

4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below. If you have 
experience with this document, please describe that experience. Experience with this 
document is not required for selection. 

Public Art Master Plan

DocuSign Envelope ID: C30CBA5E-7147-4FA8-9342-292C19C5B70B



Not ready to submit 1. Click OTHER ACTIONS
Your Application? 2. Click FINISH LATER

Public Art Commission Application 
5 of 5 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website  

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part,  

This consent form will not be redacted and will be attached  

The full code can be read here:  

Read the code, and check only ONE option below:  

_   I give permission for the City of Palo Alto 
Commission Application intact.  I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21.  I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk.  

OR  

  I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 

providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead.    

Address:              

Cell Phone:              

____ Home / ____ Office Phone: ___________________________________________________   

Email: ____________________________________________       

The phone number / address can be nonpublic and different than the address collected on page one.  

(Optional) Additional Attachment(s)

If you would like to submit a resume, work sample, etc. along with your  

DocuSign Envelope ID: C30CBA5E-7147-4FA8-9342-292C19C5B70B
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__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

Please email all completed applications to Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org or City.Clerk@CityofPaloAlto.org  
City Clerk’s Office: 650-329-2571  

Public Art Commission 
Personal Information - Note: The PAC regularly meets the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
Name: Nia Taylor 
Address:  

Cell Phone: 

Home / 

 
Office Phone: 

 

 

E-mail:  
Are you a Palo Alto Resident? __ Yes No 

Do you have any relatives or members of your household who are employed by the City of Palo Alto, who 
are currently serving on the City Council, or who are Commissioners or Board Members?      Yes      No 

Are you available and committed to complete the term applied for?  __  Yes __  No 

California state law requires appointed board and commission members to file a detailed disclosure of 
their financial interests, Fair Political Practices Commission, Conflict of Interest, Form 700. 

Do you or your spouse have an investment in, or do you or your spouse serve as an officer or director 
of, a company doing business in Palo Alto which you believe is likely to; 

1) engage in business with the City, 

2) provide products or services for City projects, or 

3) be affected by decisions of the board or commission you are applying for? Yes No 

Excluding your principal residence, do you or your spouse own real property in Palo Alto? Yes No 
 

 

How did you learn about the vacancy on the Public Art Commission? 
 

Community Group 

Email from City Clerk 

Palo Alto Weekly 

Daily Post 

City Website 

Flyer 

Other:  current commissioner   
 

 

List relevant education, training, experience, certificates of training, licenses, or professional 
registration: (621 charaters) 

 

Current Public Art Commissioner (Since May 2014) 

Art Educator 

MA in Visual Arts Administration 

Minor in Art History 
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Employment 
 

Present or Last Employer: 

 

Congregation Sherith Israel 
Occupation: Membership & Development Manager 

 
 

Describe your involvement in community activities, volunteer and civic organizations: (1311 characters) 
 

Commissioner, City of Palo Alto Public Art Commission, May 2014 - present 
 

Volunteer, Friends of Lafayette Park, 2014 - present. Once a month I clean and beautify 
Lafayette Park in San Francicso. The park is 3 blocks from my current place of employment. 

 
Volunteer, Jewish Family and Children’s Services, 2010 - present. I help the organization 
package and deliver food packages for homebound seniors during Jewish holidays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is it about the Public Art Commission that is compatible with your experience and of 
specific interest to you, and why? (1518 characters) 

 
With a background in visual arts administration, art education, and art history, I love 
creating, talking, and viewing art in all its forms. I am a firm believer that art, as much 
as possible, should free and accessible to all people, hence the reason I initially 
decided to apply for a position on the Public Art Commission. Since my tenure, I have 
thoroughly enjoyed working with my fellow commissioners, public art advisors, 
architects, and community members, to procure, and protect, public art that will 
beautify and enhance the City of Palo Alto. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Page 3 
Public Art Commission 

 

 

2. Please describe an issue that recently came before the Commission that is of particular interest 
to you and describe why you are interested in it. If you have never been to a Commission meeting 
you can view an archived video from the Midpen Media Center: LINK (1518 characters) 

 
Although I enjoy all aspects of being on the Public Art Commission, I have become particulary 
interested in our Percent for Art in Private Development Program. I especially like that it 
encourages developers to a) support artists and the visual arts, and b) promote art as a cultutral 
resource for the community. Since joining the commission in 2014, we have supported a number 
of Percent for Art in Private Development projects, many of which are currently on public view. 
If given the opportunity to continue for another term, I hope that I will be able to inspire more 
private developers to seek and display public art that is thought provoking and positively invites 
public interaction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. If appointed, what specific goals would you like to see the Public Art Commission achieve, and 
why? How would you suggest accomplishing this? (1656 characters) 

 
Goal #1: Develop a marketing campaign (e.g. bus and newspaper ads, banners, 
poster, etc.) that would promote and enhance the visibility of our wonderful collection. 

 
Ways to meet goal: Contact local media outlets (Weekly, PA Daily Post, blogs) and ask 
if they would publicize some of the works in our collection and/or enable us to place a 
low-cost and/or free ad promoting the collection. 

 
Goal #2: Enhance California and University Avenue by adding art inside empty store 
fronts and/or art onto contrusction barriers. 

 
Ways to meet goal: Ask artists (local and non-local, professional and novice) to submit 
2-D works of art which we could hang inside empty storefronts and/or onto construction 
barriers. (Fun fact: I had the pleasure of being on a panel to choose art for a 
contrustion barrier behind California Avenue. It was a huge success.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto/boards-and-commissions/public-arts-commission/
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4. Public Art Commission Members work with the document listed below. If you have experience 
with this document, please describe that experience. Experience with this document is not 
required for selection. (759 characters) 

Public Art Master Plan LINK 

 

I was on the commission when the Master Plan was being developed. I have also had the great 
pleasure of being on the commission to implement many of the suggested recommendations. I 
hope that I will have the opportunity to continue turning suggested recommendations into 
actions should I be chosen to complete another term on the PAC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent to Publish Personal Information on the City of Palo Alto Website 
 

California Government Code Section 6254.21 states, in part, “No state or local agency shall post the 
home address or telephone number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first 
obtaining the written permission of that individual.” This consent form will not be redacted and will be 
attached to the Application and posted to the City’s website. 

The full code can be read here: LINK 

Read the code, and check only ONE option below: 

   I give permission for the City of Palo Alto to post to the City’s website the attached Board and 
Commission Application intact. I have read and understand my rights under Government Code 
Section 6254.21. I may revoke this permission at any time by providing written notice to the Palo 
Alto City Clerk. 

OR 

I request that the City of Palo Alto redact my home address, phone numbers, and email address 
from the attached Board and Commission Application prior to posting to the City’s website. I am 
providing the following alternate information and request that they use the following contact 
information instead. 

Address: 

Cell Phone: 

Home / 

E-mail: 

Office Phone: 

 

 
 

Signature: (Please type or sign) 
 

Date: 
3.31.2020 

 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?t=59163.12&amp;BlobID=66227
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&amp;sectionNum=6254.21
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	Text1: Nilofer Chollampat
	Text2: 3708 Starr King Circle
	Text3: 650 468-1306
	Text4: 6508568686
	Text5: nchollampat@gmail.com
	Resident: Choice3
	Employee: 0
	Complete: Choice3
	Decisions: Choice2
	Residence: Choice4
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Off
	Check Box12: Yes
	Check Box13: Off
	Text14: 
	Text15: I currently work in a health tech start up where we are looking into ways to diversify and create a more inclusive a people to recruit from. In my time in undergrad and graduate school I spent a lot of extracurricular time working with organizations related to racial and social justice. I have also worked in non-profit organizations that work with government committees and commissions 
	Phone1: Choice3
	Text16: Evidation Health
	Text17: Clinical Research Specialist
	Text18: Through my full time job, I've been able to participate in a wide variety of volunteer activities related from creating toiletry packs for homeless woman to food banks. Also during election cycles I enjoy phone banking for candidates. 
	Text19: The concerns of the Human Relations Commission are things I think about in my personal and work life every day. It comes with a heavy burden but it's important to look at things with a critical lens and create space and opportunity for people no matter their identity. I find that government can be a challenging place but it's where change can happen. 
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