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Baumb, Nelly

From: Ahmed Ghazal <ahmedg650@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 4:29 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Hello, 
 
I have been a customer at Mac's smoke shop since I turned 18. Growing up in Palo Alto, Mac's became a 
staple to the downtown community. Part of what sets Mac's apart from other smoke shops is their availability of 
flavored tobacco. Mac's sells this to adults who are knowledgeable and informed about their purchase. As a 
Palo Alto resident and native, I am requesting an exemption on flavored tobacco for Mac's Smoke Shop.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
‐Ahmed  
 

klunt
Example1
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Nick Miller <nicholas.james.miller@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 7:50 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Mac’s!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Good morning,  
I am writing to implore you to please consider amending your proposed ordinance related to flavored tobacco that 
would shut down an 85 year old business in your community, Mac’s Smoke Shop.  
I have spoken with the owners, Neal and Lori, and they both assure me that they have no problem immediately halting 
the sale of vapes and vape products, which I believe is the main target of your legislation. Unfortunately the ordinance 
would also halt the sale of pipe tobacco and some premium cigars, which Mac’s cannot survive without the ability to 
sell.  
Unlike vape which has been marketed to youth by large corporations, there is no epidemic of youth usage of pipe 
tobacco and premium cigars. However, responsible adults looking to enjoy these products in their free time will be 
impacted.  
Additionally, on a totally separate point, Mac’s is the second largest sale point for local newspapers, only behind the San 
Francisco Airport. Many of their customers don’t purchase tobacco products but stop in daily for their local news. 
Unfortunately the day and age of a business being able to survive exclusively on newspaper sales is long past, by closing 
Mac’s Smoke Shop you will be making it significantly harder for a large population (specifically an older population) to 
obtain their local news. There are many studies showing the negative impacts on a community when it had no ability to 
read local news.  
Ultimately the legislation you are proposing takes a broad approach to a specific issue. No one is arguing with you when 
it comes to vapes, but we’d humbly ask you to consider amending the legislation to either exempt Mac’s Smoke Shop in 
the condition they stop selling vape products altogether OR address only vape products and leave other flavored 
tobaccos alone.  
I live in southern Illinois but even I am aware of Mac’s Smoke Shop and it’s rich history. Seeing the shop has been on my 
personal bucket list for a while now. Please allow me to be able to do so and don’t deny this 85 year old business the 
ability to survive, especially after having to deal with COVID‐19. Now is when we should be embracing small business, 
not tearing them down.  
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
Respectfully, 
 
Nick Miller 
Lebanon, IL 

 Redacted
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Baumb, Nelly

From: toppinghse@aol.com
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 7:10 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Consider  exemption on flavored tobacco sale for Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear City Council Members,  
 
I am writing in regard to a proposed ordinance banning the sale of flavored tobacco in the City of Palo Alto. If passed, the 
future of Mac's Smoke Shop would be endangered. I ask that City Council pass an exemption for Mac's Smoke Shop, an 
icon of Palo Alto history. 
 
In Principle, I fail to see why such a ban is necessary. As a former pipe smoker I can attest to the fact that flavored 
tobacco in one form or another has been around d for a long time. One could argue in the same breath that liquor should 
also be banned. But, I digress. 
 
I sincerely hope that Council doesn't toss out the baby with the bath water. {;ease make an exemption for Mac's. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Jack Halliday 
1400 Byron St. 
Palo Alto 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Björn Hartzén <bjorn@hartzen.se>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 5:47 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Historic business Mac's

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear City Council of Palo Alto, 
 
I am writing to you as I have heard that the historic business Mac's is about to be forced out of business. 
Mac's is a well known business, not only in Palo Alto but also far away. It's been around for well over 80 years 
and is known far away from the city borders of Palo Alto. Many people who are traveling around choose to put 
Palo Alto on the route just because of they want to visit this small but very genuine business with kind, service 
minded staff that always know what they are talking about. Small but high quality places are always of interest 
to visit, and the one we are talking about here is one of the most precious jewels out there. I don't know if you 
understand how much this little place means to many people. 
 
Visiting Mac's is one thing on my bucket list. I sincerely hope I won't be forced to take that point out! 
 
Please feel free to ban vaping products ‐ they are directed to a young audience with candy like flavors just 
to lure people into a bad habit. Please don't drag pipe tobacco and quality cigars with vapes in the fall. They  
are quality products and neither of them is targeting a young audience. 
 
I hope that the City Council of Palo Alto will reconcider the ban on flavored products. It's enough to limit it 
to vaping products. I trust you are all clever men and women in the council that can see this. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Björn Hartzén 
Kävlinge, Sweden (Europe) 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Peter Enemark <peter.enemark@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 6:21 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Palo Alto City Council: 
 
I urge you accept the proposal from the Palo Alto city staff to exempt stores like Mac's Smoke Shop from the 
proposed flavored tobacco ban. 
 
Small retail stores are all suffering from the Covid-19 pandemic. Why would you want to drive Mac's Smoke 
Shop out of business? Or any other store out of business?  
 
Moreover, Mac's Smoke Shop is a Palo Alto icon. Shutting down Mac's Smoke Shop would be a terrible 
mistake. I hope you can find a way to keep  Mac's Smoke Shop open. 
 
Sincerely yours, Peter Enemark 
 
Peter Enemark 
P. O. Box 20364 
Palo Alto, CA  94309  
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Tim Knight <tim@timknight.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 12:19 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Regarding Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
Hello, 
 
I have lived in Palo Alto since 1984. I would like to voice my strong support for allow Mac's Smoke Shop to stay open. I 
am not affiliated with them in any way, except inasmuch as I get my Sunday New York Times there every weekend. 
 
In this age of failing small businesses and large chain stores, it would be a travesty to not just let it fail, but let it fail due 
to a ridiculous regulation. I have never smoked, nor does anyone in my family, but I still would be deeply disappointed if 
the City of Palo Alto forced this company to close. 
 
‐ Tim Knight (Fife Avenue) 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Bob Ryan <ryinski@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 11:44 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Council 
                   Please allow Mac's Smoke Shop to stay in business. We buy newspapers and lotto tickets there. They were the 
only ones to have hand sanitizer at the outbreak of Corona 19 virus. 
In a sting operation they were they were the only Palo Alto store not selling to minors. I will buy a cigar for the Super 
Bowl. Probably just unwrap and not smoke. 
 
Enough 
Let them stay in Business. 
They are responsible 
Bob Ryan 
Menlo Oaks  
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Baumb, Nelly

From: chris nathman <chrisnathman@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 1:19 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Mac’s !!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
Good day, 
 
My name is Chris Nathman, I’m a 10 year army veteran, a member of “veterans of foreign wars” and a cigar aficionado. 
If cigarettes are legal, and cigars aren’t there’s a problem. Mac’s is something unique to Palo Alto.  85 years is a lot of 
history to throw away. Do the right thing, and let this family their amazing business. 
 
Chris “sarge” Nathman 

 Redacted



8

Baumb, Nelly

From: sjknoeppel@earthlink.net
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Macs Smoke Shop
Attachments: Glen and Ruth McManus at Macs.jpg; Smith bicycle chop.jpg

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
Good morning, 
 
My name is Sharon Smith Knoeppel (69 yrs old), my grandmother was Lena McManus Smith, her brother was Glenn 
McManus founder of Mac's Smoke Shop.  Although I grew up in San Luis Obispo County south of Palo Alto I visited your 
city frequently.  Mr grandfather's brother was Fred Smith owner of Smith's on the Circle on University, another long ago 
Paso Alto business. 
 
I have never smoked but because it is a choice, like so many other things, I don't think it should be banned by city and 
state. The generation following us is not going to be able to make decisions on their own, they will not be able to learn 
what is right or wrong because what is right or wrong will be decided for them by whatever power is in charge at the 
time. 
 
As a business Mac's Smoke Shop is an institution in Palo Alto. Eventually little by little you as a group will change Palo 
Alto from the unique place it is to just another town full of chain stores lacking the personality it once had. 
 
Please think before you make this decision. Please save Mac's. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my feelings. 
 
Sharon Knoeppel 
7986 Estrella Road 
San Miguel, CA 93451 

 
 
Attachments: Glen and Ruth McManus inside Mac's, probably in the 1930s.  Fred Smith inside the bicycle part of Smith's 
on the Circle the very early 1900s.  Fred owned the first automobile in Palo Alto. 
 

Redacted
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Sixto Ramírez <6toramirezrv@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 11:13 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Mac’s Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
They new tobacco ordinance your council is trying to Implement with deeply and deliberately damage an icon in Palo 
Alto and many of us tobacco aficionados. 
Not only will this affect the tobacco aspect of their business but also the amount of visitors to their shop for a good 
smoke and a newspaper or magazine. 
 
Please revise and polish the ordinance as it should only be directed to vape products that are very harmful to the users 
and it’s been proven that the devices on their own are a threat. 
 
Please save Mac’s Smoke Shop! 
 
Regards, 
 
Sixto Ramírez 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: T. Caldwell <tbcldwell@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 10:49 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: SAVE MAC'S

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Good Day Council Men and Women,  
 
I would like to express my disappointment in learning about the proposed shutdown on small business like Mac's in your 
great city. I live in Memphis, TN and listened to a podcast that featured the owners of this great and favorite 
establishment.  
 
I will agree that there is an issue with teens and the vaping in our country and speaking from the aspect of being a youth 
councilor, I have seen where teens have abused this toxic product. But as a cigar aficionado I can say without a 
shadow of a doubt that the last thing a teen is trying to smoke is a cigar. The vape products that are advertised from 
these companies hold no punches into exploiting vulnerable youth with hot words like fruity, sweet and candy like 
flavors. But places like Mac's hold a special place since it is an historic institution and is one of the first places I tend to 
visit when I come to your city. I implore you to please reconsider shutting down this essential business just because of a 
political "roundup". I trust that I am writing to intelligent human beings that know how to decipher facts and fiction 
verses getting on the bus without knowing the final destination. I know that as ambassadors of your city you will make 
the right choice in supporting your own. Please consider giving Mac's a chance to help you and provide staple to your 
city and for your tourism. 
 
Thank You, 
Tedrick Caldwell 

 Redacted
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Baumb, Nelly

From: steve cohen <project5_cm@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 6:55 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Council Members, 
 
Please grant an exemption for Mac's Smoke Shop to allow it to sell flavored tobacco. If that will help them stay in 
business, so be it. 
I walk there every morning to get my paper when they open at 6 am. Don't make me go to the soulless 7-11. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Steve Cohen 
225 Addison Ave. 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: renee@peabodyfineart.com
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 4:53 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear City Council of Palo Alto, 
I understand that marketing flavored vape products to children is a huge problem, but I am 55 and live 
in Menlo Park. I smoke menthol cigarettes and drive there to buy them.  
I encourage you to keep our citizens rights to purchase what we want. 
  
Sincerely, 
Renee Wilson 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: KRISTINA P SMITH <jubilada@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 12:54 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Members of the Palo Alto City Council, 

I am writing this to appeal to you to reconsider your ban on vaping as regards Mac’s Smoke Shop, and to request 
that you exempt that shop from the ban. Mac’s is, after all, more than just a smoke shop. It’s a newsstand, too.  And 
they sell lottery tickets. My husband has been buying a copy of the Saturday New York Times and a lottery ticket 
from Mac’s every Saturday, without fail, for the past 30 years. Mac’s is an institution in Palo Alto. Part of Palo Alto’s 
commercial history. I’d hate for our city to lose this resource. My husband would join me in this appeal, but for the 
fact that he now has dementia, and while he still wants his Saturday New York Times and the lottery ticket, doesn’t 
quite understand why Mac’s would be closing. He thinks that would be impossible. It would be something I’d have 
to explain to him over and over again. Thank you for your consideration of my request. 

Regards, 

Kristina P. Smith (Mrs. Robert Johnstone) 
1144 Cedar Street  
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Rana Nijmeh <rananijmeh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 4:53 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Hookah Nites

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
PLEASE DON’T CLOSE HOOKAH NITES  
 
 
To whom it my concern, 
 
 
My name is Rana Nijmeh. I have been going to Hookah Nites since they first opened in 2006. I have gone to many places, 
but nothing compares to the people that own and work here. I am not from this country, so this place is the only place 
where it feels like home. If this places closes down, where would I go that makes me feel at home. I don’t drink so this 
what I do when I want to hangout somewhere. It’s a safe place for me and my family. Please don’t close them down. It’s 
my home away from home.  
 
Rana Nijmeh 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Jeff Egbert <ilnewsman2@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, June 5, 2020 7:57 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Save Macs

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

 As a small business owner, journalist and cigar smoker,  I would ask you to please reconsider your recent tobacco 
ordinance related to Macs Smoke Shop. 
Macs has been a part of the fabric of your community for 85 years and has been on my list of travel destinations to visit. 
While I’m sure the flavored tobacco ban was well intentioned, I can’t imagine you intended to damage this historic 
tobacconist.  
Please save Macs!  
 
 
Thank you, 
Jeff Egbert 
Waterloo, Illinois  
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Daniel Ponder <dponder@rivermencigars.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 2:44 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Macs Smoke Shop Letter of Support

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Council Members, 
 
Here in the Midwest, we recently learned about the pending issue before City Council with Macs Smoke Shop whereby a 
decision by Council may result in the closure of this 85 year old institution.  
 
In addition to a smoke shop we understand the neighborhood relies on the store to buy local and national newspapers.  
 
As a small business owner myself, I know how hard it is to make a go at it and look up to businesses such as Macs Smoke 
Shop that have been able to find a way to continuously operate for over 8 decades.  
 
During the recent pandemic, I learned that a significant amount of the US work force is employed by small business.  It 
may be something like 50 percent of those employed work for small business with companies less than 25 people. The 
importance of small business is well documented in our countries history.  
 
That is why so many of us feel government working with small business to find solutions to any differences is so very 
important.  We see evidence of government working with large business almost every day but not as many examples 
with small business.  
 
It is our hope that Council and Macs Smoke Shop can resolve any difference and continue to operate successfully in the 
future.  
 
Thank you in advance for the opportunity to submit this email in support of Macs Smoke Shop.  
 
With Kind Regards, 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel E Ponder 
The Rivermen Cigar Company 
dponder@rivermencigars.com 

 Mobile  Redacted
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Peter Newell <blue4racing@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 11:00 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Sir;  
With the future of Mac's Smoke Shop in question I would like to recommend and support their business as a touchstone 
of Palo Alto history and a needed outlet for print journalism. Three generations of my family have been going to Mac's, 
my grandfather Ed Newell, My dad George Newell and myself and I can't imagine downtown Palo Alto without Mac's. It 
is a small place with a deep history and with local and out of town newspapers, magazines and pocket books it keeps me
connected to the world in a way that social media can't. Unique small businesses like this are few and with the patina of 
age they are irreplaceable if lost.I support the continued operation of Mac's Smoke Shop at 534 Emerson street as a 
needed and viable business for Palo Alto. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Peter Newell 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Rachel J. Mesia <rmesia@stanford.edu>
Sent: Friday, June 5, 2020 6:24 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Response to City of Palo Alto, Consent Calendar ID# 11372 (06/08/2020)
Attachments: SCI-Letter_PA_ID#11372_06-08-20.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

June 5, 2020 

RE: City of Palo Alto, Consent Calendar ID# 11372, 06/08/2020 

Dear City Council Members of Palo Alto, 

I am writing to you as a representative of the Stanford Cancer Institute and the Bay Area Community Health 
Advisory Council. I would like to bring to your attention, some important health and research data relevant to 
the community you served. You are likely aware that tobacco use has cumulative, negative health effects1,2,3 
and the use of e-cigarettes are exhibiting harmful consequences mirroring those of tobacco.4,5 Many long-term 
smokers start when they are teens or young adults.2  

There have been many inquiries about the relationship of SARS-CoV-2 with chronic illnesses and behaviors 
associated with poor health conditions. One of them is tobacco and nicotine use/exposure. Researchers have 
been investigating and learning more about the relationship of the ACE-2 (Angiotensin-converting enzyme-2) 
receptor with COVID-19 infection. Preliminary research reveals the following: 

 In 2004, researchers found evidence suggesting ACE-2 is associated with “hypertension, cardiac function, 
heart function and diabetes, and as a receptor of the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus.” 6 
 

 It has been established that SARS-CoV-2 binds its “spike protein” to the ACE-2 receptor. This is believed 
to be a starting pathway for “endothelial dysfunction”, which is when the inner lining of the small arteries 
(endothelial layer) become malfunctioning in the regulation of “exchanges between the bloodstream and 
surrounding tissues.” 7,8 
 

 Growing new evidence is linking cigarette smoke and nicotine to increased ACE-2 receptors, thus 
increasing the binding sites for SARS-CoV-2. 9,10,11 

Although more research is critical to validate evidence and gain more knowledge applicable to various 
populations and factors, the above research information illustrates the implication of how important health 
prevention measures are. I hope the knowledge I have provided you will inform your efforts aimed at promoting 
better community outcomes. Your leadership and decisions as a City Council can be effective towards 
progressing the health and well-being of Palo Alto!  

 

Sincerely, 

Rachel J. Mesia, PhD, MPH 
Program Director, Community Research & Capacity-Building at the Stanford Cancer Institute 
Program Co-Chair, Bay Area Community Health Advisory Council 

rmesia@stanford.edu |  
 
Refer to citations in PDF attachment 

Redacted
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June 5, 2020 
RE: City of Palo Alto, Consent Calendar ID# 11372, 06/08/2020 

Dear City Council Members of Palo Alto, 
I am writing to you as a representative of the Stanford Cancer Institute and the Bay Area Community 

Health Advisory Council. I would like to bring to your attention, some important health and research 
data relevant to the community you served. You are likely aware that tobacco use has cumulative, 
negative health effects1,2,3 and the use of e-cigarettes are exhibiting harmful consequences mirroring 
those of tobacco.4,5 Many long-term smokers start when they are teens or young adults.2  

There have been many inquiries about the relationship of SARS-CoV-2 with chronic illnesses and 
behaviors associated with poor health conditions. One of them is tobacco and nicotine use/exposure. 
Researchers have been investigating and learning more about the relationship of the ACE-2 
(Angiotensin-converting enzyme-2) receptor with COVID-19 infection. Preliminary research reveals the 
following: 

• In 2004, researchers found evidence suggesting ACE-2 is associated with “hypertension, cardiac 
function, heart function and diabetes, and as a receptor of the severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus.” 6 

• It has been established that SARS-CoV-2 binds its “spike protein” to the ACE-2 receptor. This is 
believed to be a starting pathway for “endothelial dysfunction”, which is when the inner lining of the 
small arteries (endothelial layer) become malfunctioning in the regulation of “exchanges between the 
bloodstream and surrounding tissues.” 7,8 

• Growing new evidence is linking cigarette smoke and nicotine to increased ACE-2 receptors, thus 
increasing the binding sites for SARS-CoV-2. 9,10,11 

Although more research is critical to validate evidence and gain more knowledge applicable to various 
populations and factors, the above research information illustrates the implication of how important 
health prevention measures are. I hope the knowledge I have provided you will inform your efforts 
aimed at promoting better community outcomes. Your leadership and decisions as a City Council can be 
effective towards progressing the health and well-being of Palo Alto!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Rachel J. Mesia, PhD, MPH 
Program Director, Community Research & Capacity-Building at the Stanford Cancer Institute 

Program Co-Chair, Bay Area Community Health Advisory Council 
rmesia@stanford.edu |  Redacted
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Diana Indgjerd <dee@indgjerd.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 6, 2020 6:45 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac’s Smoke Shop

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
I feel I must put my two cents in on the issue of flavored tobacco being sold within the city limits of Palo Alto. I have a 
personal reason for wanting to save this 86 year old business that has been so important and iconic to the city of Palo 
Alto and the hundreds of thousands of customers that have loved the store through the years......you see that smiling 
man on the historic sign was my grandfather......he and my grandmother started the business 86 years ago and my 
father bought it when he returned from World War II.....this is MY FAMILY’S business.....and the current owner loves it 
as much as my family did. 
 
As you know, all tobacco is flavored, even the tobacco used in cigarettes. It seems that the exemption enacted in Los 
Altos would be a good compromise, especially since the current owner is willing to stop selling all vaping supplies. 
 
Allow the exemption........and please save this historic fixture in Palo Alto. 
 
Diana McManus Indgjerd 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: walter sedriks <sedriks@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 7, 2020 3:48 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Ban on Flavoured Tobacco Sales

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Honorable Council Members, 
  
The proposed ban on flavoured Tobacco sales goes too far. It constitutes egregious government overreach and 
goes well beyond what we need to protect kids. 
  
The fact that such a ban is likely to shutter Mac’s Smoke shop, one of the few historic gems left in Palo Alto, 
adds weight to the arguments against the ban.  
  
Passing such a controversial ordinance during the COVID-19 shelter-in-place mandate is not appropriate. The 
issue needs to have far more public exposure and discussion and be revisited by Council. 
  
Walter Sedriks  
  
325 Waverley St  
Palo Alto 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Amaya Wooding <Amaya@sfcommunityhealth.org>
Sent: Sunday, June 7, 2020 7:02 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Letter on Tobacco Retail Policy from Proudly Against Tobacco Coalition
Attachments: PAT Palo Alto 6-7-20.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Mayor Fine and Palo Alto City Council: 
 
Please find attached a letter from the Proudly Against Tobacco coalition concerning tobacco retail policy options to 
deter youth tobacco use. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amaya Wooding (she/her) 
Co‐chair, Proudly Against Tobacco 
The Bay Area’s LGBTQ+ Tobacco Control Coalition 
730 Polk Street, 3rd Floor  
San Francisco, CA 94109 
 
Notice of Confidentiality: **This communication and any of its attachments is intended for the use of the person or 
entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and confidential or subject to copyright, 
the disclosure of which is governed by applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this information is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you received this message in error, 
please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete originals, copies & printouts of this e‐mail. Thank you.**  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proudly Against Tobacco 
The Bay Area’s LGBTQ+ Tobacco Control Coalition 
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June 7, 2020 

 

Re: Tobacco Retail Environment Policy Options for Deterring Youth Tobacco Use 

 

Dear Mayor Fine and Palo Alto City Councilmembers: 

 

The Proudly Against Tobacco (PAT) Coalition is a group of LGBTQ health advocates from 

around the Greater Bay Area. We aim to educate diverse LGBTQ communities on tobacco-

induced health disparities through culturally-appropriate education, research, and advocacy. 

 

There are a number of policy options available at the local level to reduce the appeal of tobacco 

products to young Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) youth in Palo 

Alto. These include measures to ban the sale of flavored tobacco, including hookah and menthol 

cigarettes, at all retailers without exception. 

 

Most hookah users under 18 start with a flavored product. Almost 4 in 5 hookah smokers under 

18 partake because they “like socializing while using them.”1 The type of molasses-soaked 

flavored hookah that is now popular was only commercially introduced in the early 1990s.2  

Even as a cultural practice, hookah is subject to regulation across the Middle East on the grounds 

of deterring youth use and protecting against second-hand smoke; both flavored and unflavored 

use is banned in restaurants and cafes in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, and 

Pakistan.3,4,5,6,7 Closer to home, Bay Area cities and counties with flavored tobacco sales bans 

extend no special treatment to hookah. 

 

Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable disease and death in the world.8 It is implicated 

in nearly 40,000 deaths and billions of dollars in healthcare spending each year in California 

alone.9,10 We have made progress, but LGBTQ youth and adults in our state continue to use 

tobacco at higher rates than their peers.11 At the same time, interviews with LGBTQ Californians 

reveal that we turn to tobacco as a coping mechanism for dealing with discrimination, despite 

knowing it will have consequences for our health.12 

 

Youth who are lesbian, bisexual and/or transgender start using tobacco earlier than their 

peers13,14,15, which increases their odds of becoming addicted for life. Most people who will 

become daily smokers start before they are 18 years old16. Most people under 18 years old who 

try tobacco will start with a flavored product. When they become addicted, they name flavors as 

a key reason they continue to use it.17 Removing the appeal of flavors stops the trajectory of 

tobacco use behaviors before they can start. 

 

While Palo Alto has previously moved to limit youth access to tobacco by passing a tobacco 

retail license ordinance, 52% of Palo Alto Unified School District juniors believe it is “fairly 

easy” or “very easy” to get cigarettes “if they really want them” and 67% believe it is similarly 

easy to get e-cigarettes.18 
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Data supports their impressions. In a statewide survey, 13.4% of vape shops and 30.6% of 

tobacco stores or smoke shops sold to underage decoys who attempted to buy products, despite 

these stores typically designating themselves as “adult-only”. 1 in 3 decoys who asked for a 

cigar, little cigar, cigarillo, or wrap was able to obtain it.19 Again, total removal of appealing 

flavored products from Palo Alto retailers addresses both ease of youth access and high retailer 

violation rates. 

 

Even in the Bay Area, there is much work to be done to achieve intersectional health equity for 

LGBTQ people. Thank you for considering our communities as you weigh the options available 

to the City of Palo Alto. 

 

Wishing wisdom and health, 

 

Amaya Wooding (she/her) 

Co-Chair 

Proudly Against Tobacco 

730 Polk St, 3rd Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94109 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Beth Rosenthal <bbr550@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 7, 2020 7:57 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Consent Calendar Mac’s

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

 
 
 

 

Dear Mayor Fine and Council Members, 
 
I am writing to you to ask that you find some way to save Mac’s Smoke Shop. As I walked around 
downtown Palo Alto today, I was saddened by how many stores have signs indicating that they would 
not be returning to business. Mac’s is probably the oldest or one of the oldest retail establishments in 
the City. It  has a funky charm and is part of Palo Alto’s history. It is one of the few places one can 
reliably buy print newspapers these days and the only place in downtown that one can buy a New York 
Times now that Starbucks no longer sells them. Mac’s was allowed to stay open during the shelter in 
place period because the newspapers it provided were for many people the only source of news 
available. Please remember that 1 in 5 people in the Bay Area have no internet access.  I understand 
Council members’ objections regarding concern that Mac's sale of flavored tobacco and vaping products 
gives minors access to these items. Mac’s has agreed to eliminate vaping products but wishes to 
continue to sell flavored tobacco as a matter of financial sustainability. If you go into the store, you will 
see that Mac’s has a very visible sign that states that they do not sell to anyone under 21, a policy it 
enforces. I hope you will give the owners a chance to figure out a way to change their business model so 
they can stay in business and Palo Alto can retain this relic of the past. I would hate to see Mac’s 
become another vacant store front. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Rosenthal, PhD 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Lama Rimawi <lrimawi1@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 7, 2020 8:30 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: In support of tobacco ordinance 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking on 
links. 
________________________________ 
 
Dear City Council member, 
I am writing to confirm my support of the Palo Alto Retail Tobacco Ordinance and complete ban of all flavored tobacco 
products with no exemptions. 
 
I understand that some businesses may need to adjust but they survived before vaping existed and they can survive 
once flavored tobacco is banned. It is important to level the playing field and not allow any exemptions. 
 
Thank you for supporting a complete ban. This is vital for the health of our youth. 
 
Best wishes, 
Lama Rimawi, MD 
Palo Alto 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Dr. Bonnie Halpern-Felsher <bonnieh@stanford.edu>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 5:53 AM
To: Council, City; Fine, Adrian; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Kniss, Liz (internal); 

Kou, Lydia; Tanaka, Greg
Cc: Bonnie Halpern-Felsher
Subject: PLEASE pass the ordinance on the consent agenda: mirror the Santa Clara County Department of 

Health Tobacco Permit Ordinance, without exemptions

Importance: High

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members, 

I am writing to urge you to adopt the Santa Clara County Department of Health Tobacco Permit Ordinance, 
which will further restrict sales of flavored tobacco and electronic cigarette products, and to do so without 
exemptions.   

In particular, I am concerned about the possible exemptions for so‐called “adult only stores.”  I actually have 
new data, just collected from over 4300 adolescents and young adults across the US, including California, 
showing that the majority of underage youth purchase their e‐cigarettes at vape or smoke shops, and over a 
third of underage youth did not have their age verified when they purchased e‐cigarettes.  We have numerous 
cases to back up these data in Palo Alto, where underage youth are easily obtaining tobacco in adult‐only 
stores, without having their IDs checked.   

We cannot allow these shops to police themselves, and we cannot put anything, including business, above the 
health of our youth! We have an epidemic number of youth using and addicted to tobacco, largely through e‐
cigarettes, but also through other products such as hookah (20% of youth are using hookah products).   

We continue to see tobacco use putting youth in harm’s way.  We have seen numerous youth ill from using e‐
cigarettes, and now we have new data showing that ever‐users of e‐cigarettes are 2‐ 3 times more likely to be 
diagnosed with COVID‐19!  

Now is the time to act!  Please pass the ordinance as written on the consent agenda, and protect our youth! 

Thank you. 

Bonnie 

Bonnie Halpern‐Felsher, PhD, FSAHM 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Taube Research Faculty Scholar 
Professor (By courtesy), Health Research & Policy 
Director of Fellows’ Scholarship, Department of Pediatrics 
Director of Research, Division of Adolescent Medicine 
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Associate Director, Adolescent Medicine Fellowship Program 
Co‐leader, Scholarly Concentrations, Pediatrics Residency Program 
  
Founder and Executive Director, Tobacco Prevention Toolkit and the Cannabis Awareness and Prevention 
Toolkit.  
 
Division of Adolescent Medicine 
Department of Pediatrics 
Stanford University 
770 Welch Road, Suite 100 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 
bonnie.halpernfelsher@stanford.edu 
650‐724‐1981 (W) 
650‐736‐7706 (F) 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Lori Khoury <khoury7eleven@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 7:55 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Mac's Smoke Shop - help clarifying the definition of flavored tobacco for exemption

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Mayor Fine and City Council members,  

  

I wanted to share with you the article on the cover of the Daily Post this morning. This is how 
important Mac’s is to our community.  

I also want to add some more clarity to the distinction between flavored tobacco vs. flavored vaping 
products and e-cigarettes. The exemption for flavored tobacco we are requesting is for flavored 
cigars, flavored pipe tobacco (excluding any electronic delivery systems which includes all vaping 
products), flavored cigarette tobacco (excluding any e-cigarette products) and flavored chewing 
tobacco.    
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The products noted and that are the target of this ordinance are more of the mass market ilk. Mac’s 
Smoke Shop wants to continue as a specialty tobacco store that caters to a discerning adult clientele. 

SPECIALTY PIPE TOBACCO IS FOR ADULTS ONLY 

One of our primary concerns with this ordinance is for the specialty pipe patrons of the shop. This is a 
representative older demographic, locally, with NONE of the flavor threats being applicable to this 
product category. 

IT’S ABOUT KEEPING TOBACCO OUT OF THE HANDS OF CHILDREN - WE CAN HELP 
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This “public health concern” is and should be about enforcement. Strict card check measures are the 
key to prohibiting youth access to not only flavored tobacco, but all tobacco. Mac’s Smoke Shop 
conducts strict card check measures on its patrons, whether regular customers or not. 

We would be more than happy to work with Council and Staff to narrow down the exemption 
language to add clarity to the definition of flavored tobacco so everyone is crystal clear on what can 
and can’t be sold under the Retailer Tobacco Ordinance. 

Sincerely, 

Neil and Lori Khoury 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: CarolIne Baker <cbaker8942@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 10:39 AM
To: Council, City
Subject: Flavored tobacco

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

 To the members of the Palo Alto City Council:  
 
The Tobacco Free Coalition of Santa Clara County would like to thank you for placing the 
adoption of the Santa Clara County Department of Health Tobacco Permit Ordinance on 
the consent calendar. It will further restrict sales of flavored tobacco and electronic 
cigarette products removing the biggest enticement to the addiction of youths. There 
should be no exemptions to the protection of your young citizens.  Again, thank you. 
 
Carol Baker and Vanessa Marvin, CoChairs 
Tobacco Free Coalition of Santa Clara County 
carol@carolandcharliebaker.com 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Christina Schmidt <cmschmidt04@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:17 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Santa Clara County Department of Health Tobacco Permit Ordinance

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,   
 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS.  No exemption to adult only stores. 
 
Protecting the health and wellbeing of our children is a moral imperative that reflects the values of our families 
and supports our community.  You are our trusted representatives elected to protect our community.  Please 
do not waiver on this critical measure.  
 
Thank you for taking action on behalf of our teens. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
~ Christina Schmidt, 
Parent and advocate for my high school children 
Member of the Palo Alto PTA  
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Lakshmi Muralidharan <lakshmim@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:38 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Anti vaping ordinance

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

As a resident of Palo Alto, and as a mother of two currently young children, the tragic stories I have heard regarding 
vaping scare me. Middle schoolers and high schoolers getting addicted to vaping, because it is 'cool' is a frightening 
reality. The only way to curb this is to curb it at their source, by banning the sale of vaping products in Palo Alto, making 
it difficult for these children to get their hands on this new drug of choice.   
 
I hope as responsible representatives and members of this city, you will make the right decision and vote to ban the sale 
of vaping products in this city. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lakshmi M 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Amy Boggs <amy@grantsport.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 1:33 PM
To: Council, City
Cc: Fine, Adrian; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Kniss, Liz (internal); Kou, Lydia; 

Tanaka, Greg
Subject: Flavored Tobacco: no exemptions

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Mayor Fine and Palo Alto City Councilmembers,  
  
As a resident of Menlo Park and volunteer with the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, I urge you to pass 
tonight’s flavored tobacco ordinance as written on the consent calendar, with no exemptions. Flavors are driving the 
epidemic of tobacco and e‐cigarette use among teenagers and the best way to address that epidemic is to remove 
flavors from all retail tobacco sellers with no exemptions for any store or any tobacco product. 
  
Exempting adult‐only stores is problematic and weakens what could be a strong policy. If flavored tobacco products 
remain in the community, they will find their way into the hands of youth. The California Department of Public Health 
found that “vape” shops and tobacco stores had much higher violation rates for selling to youth when compared to 
every other category of tobacco retailer. These stores especially should not be given a free pass to lure our kids into a 
lifetime addiction to tobacco. 
  
Thank you for taking action tonight to protect the youth of Palo Alto and surrounding areas and represent the voice of 
the community that is asking you to put our health over profits. 
  
Amy Boggs, ACS Volunteer, Palo Alto Neighbor 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Lanelle Neumann <lanelleneumann@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 1:49 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Tobacco Permit Ordinance

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,  
 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS. No exemption to adult only stores. 
 
Protecting the health and wellbeing of our children is a moral imperative that reflects the values of our families and 
supports our community. You are our trusted representatives elected to protect our community. Please do not waiver 
on this critical measure. 
 
Also, given we are in the midst of the COVID‐19 pandemic, anyone who's lungs are compromised are at higher risk of 
complications with COVID‐19. 
 
Thank you for taking action on behalf of our teens. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lanelle Neumann 
Parent and advocate for my children who are 16, 13, 10 and 7 
Member of the Palo Alto PTA 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Susie Brain <susie_brain@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 1:53 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Consent calendar item banning flavored tobacco sales - please pass

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Mayor Fine and Palo Alto City Council members,  

As a resident of Palo Alto and volunteer with the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, I 
urge you to pass tonight’s flavored tobacco ordinance as written on the consent calendar, with no 
exemptions. Flavors are driving the epidemic of tobacco and e-cigarette use among teenagers and 
the best way to address that epidemic is to remove flavors from all retail tobacco sellers with no 
exemptions for any store or any tobacco product.  

Exempting adult-only stores is problematic and weakens what could be a strong policy. If flavored 
tobacco products remain in the community, they will find their way into the hands of youth. The 
California Department of Public Health found that “vape” shops and tobacco stores had much higher 
violation rates for selling to youth when compared to every other category of tobacco retailer. Our 
youth are inhaling flavorants, propylene glycol, vegetable glycerin, and nicotine and when these 
components are heated up they can turn into other potentially dangerous chemicals with life-long 
health consequences. These stores should not be given a free pass to lure our youth into a lifetime 
addiction to tobacco and potentially poor health outcomes.  
 
Thank you for taking action tonight to protect the youth of Palo Alto and represent the voice of the 
community that is asking you to put our health over commerce.  
 
Susie Brain 
American Cancer Society Volunteer,  
Palo Alto resident  
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Jaime Rojas Jr <jaime@rojascommunications.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:00 PM
To: Council, City
Cc: Clerk, City
Subject: City Council Public Testimony
Attachments: Letter to Palo Alto City Council (June 5 2020).pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers:  
 
Please find attached a letter for public testimony on the agenda item # 4 of tonight's City Council meeting. Should you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 
 
We thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Jaime Rojas 
 
 
‐‐   
National Association of Tobacco Outlets 
Legislative Consultant 
 

To help pr
privacy, M
prevented 
download 
from the In

 
 
18653 Ventura Blvd., Suite 115 
Tarzana, CA 91356 
Tel: 213.400.8664 
www.RCGcommunications.com 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: lisa d. reed <lisadreed@att.net>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:10 PM
To: Council, City; Fine, Adrian; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Kniss, Liz (internal); Kou, Lydia; Tanaka, 

Greg
Subject: Teen tobacco problem in our city 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

  
 
'Dear City Council Members, 
 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS.  No exemption to adult only stores. 
The tobacco problem in our area is a huge problem. I’ve seen it getting worse over the last several years, as a 
mother of three.  
 
Thank you for taking action on behalf of our teens. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Lisa Reed 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Mary Lee <sjmarylee@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:12 PM
To: Fine, Adrian; Cormack, Alison; DuBois, Tom; Kniss, Liz (internal); Kou, Lydia; Tanaka, Greg
Cc: Council, City
Subject: Pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

Dear City Council Members Fine, Cormack, Dubois, Kniss, Kou, and Tanaka: 
 
 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS.  No exemption to adult only stores, please! 
 
 
As a parent of three Palo Alto students, I feel very strongly about this issue.  Thank you for taking action on 
behalf of our teens. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Lee 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Noelle Rudolph <noellerudolph14@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:27 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Tobacco Retail ordinance - No Exemptions

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council Members: 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS.  No exemption to adult only stores. 

Our children are continually besieged by other students vaping and smoking in the middle school and Paly bathrooms. 
They do not feel comfortable using these facilities and have little recourse.  

Thank you for taking action on behalf of our teens. 

Sincerely, 
Noelle 

Noelle Rudolph 
noellerudolph14@gmail.com 

Please pardon inadvertent typographic errors sent from my iPhone. 
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Brettle, Jessica

From: Shaila Iyer <shaila.iyer@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 2:41 PM
To: Council, City
Subject: Tobacco control ordinance

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

 
Dear Palo Alto City Council Members,   
 
I urge you to pass the Tobacco Control Ordinance AS IS.  No exemption to adult only stores. 
 
Protecting the health and wellbeing of our children is a moral imperative that reflects the values of our families and 
supports our community.  You are our trusted representatives elected to protect our community.  Please do not waiver 
on this critical measure.  
 
Thank you for taking action on behalf of our teens. 
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