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Baumb, Nelly

From: leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 9:34 AM
To: Palo Alto Art Protest
Cc: Fine, Adrian; Council, City
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest - August 8th

Good morning, 
  
Thank you for your email message. I am sorry you felt there was a lack of communication on this issue. 
  
As mentioned, the City supports peaceful protests in our community. The City retains the right to remove 
items placed in the roadway and other right of way areas without warning or reason. 
  
The vandalized posters no longer shared your intended message. The negative comments added were 
intended to harm one aspect of our community. We believe in supporting our whole community and they 
were removed accordingly. 
  
Best Regards, 
 
 
  
  

    MONIQUE ZIESENHENNE, PhD 
    Assistant City Manager 

    (650) 329‐2403 | Monique.Ziesenhenne@cityofpaloalto.org 
    www.cityofpaloalto.org 
 

                    
 

 
 

From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 12:05 AM 
To: leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique <Monique.leConge@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Cc: Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org> 
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest ‐ August 8th  
  
Hello,  
 
We, the organizers of the Youth Art Protest, would like to know the reasoning behind appointing city workers to remove 
the posters from downtown. We did send a message to the city council email on Saturday at 5:00 with the following 
paragraph: 
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"We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more important than the 
aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders are opposed to this demonstration, 
we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the art. This would be counterproductive to the message 
and the movement, and disrespectful to our community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We 
hope the city recognizes the importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic 
creation." 
 
It seems as though there was a lack of communication between Mr. Fine and the City Manager department. We just 
want to be clear on the city's position and reasoning. We have been trying to be communicative and appreciate your 
responses.  
 
Sincerely,  
PA Youth Art Protest organizers  
 
On Mon, Aug 10, 2020 at 6:58 PM leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique <Monique.leConge@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Dear PA Art Protest Organizers, 
 
On behalf of the City Manager, I wanted to reach out to you to let you know that earlier today we removed 
the protest posters on University Avenue placed there over the weekend. Unfortunately, the posters were 
defaced and obscured by vandalism.  We are supportive of our community’s First Amendment rights and 
wish you the best in your continued efforts. 
 
As an aside, if you or your organizers are teens, I'd like to suggest that interested teens consider applying for 
youth leadership opportunities 
(https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/recreation/teens/teen_leadership/default.asp) if they are 
not already participants.  This group reconvenes once school has started and applications are currently open.
 
Thank you again for your communications over the weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
  

    MONIQUE ZIESENHENNE, PhD 
    Assistant City Manager 

    (650) 329‐2403 | Monique.Ziesenhenne@cityofpaloalto.org 
    www.cityofpaloalto.org 
 

                    
 

 
 

  
From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:16 PM 
To: Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; 
alisonlcormack@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest ‐ August 8th 
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As you know, at 10 in the morning a white male with a spray paint can defaced almost every poster of this youth art 
installation with “Maga” and racist commentary. He blocked every source and covered important and informative 
content as well as art. We do not believe that our protest was heard, or seen the way it deserved to be.  
  
We were informed by a Palo Alto police officer that because the technique of wheat‐pasting is not permanent, that he 
did not see our installation as vandalism. He said if the organizers were to want to do it again, that in his opinion, there 
wouldn't be a problem from the city's side. We are emailing to confirm this information.  
  
Sincerely, 
PA Art Protest Organizers 
  
On Sat, Aug 8, 2020 at 3:55 PM Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Thank you all... looks like some of them have already been defaced with paint and/or “maga” 
  
Sigh. But keep up the good work 
  
Adrian 
  

On Aug 8, 2020, at 05:01, Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> wrote: 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious 
of opening attachments and clicking on links. 

 
To the City Of Palo Alto, 
  
We are the organizers of the Youth Art Protest that you see on University Avenue. This protest was 
designed, organized, and executed by youth members from your community. The art was made by 
young People of Color who sent in their artistic creations speaking on the Black Lives Matter movement 
that has rallied the nation. The collection of informational posters decoding statistics and facts were 
thoughtfully researched by a team of high school and college students.  
  
We hope that as people walk down University Avenue and see this installation, they are left with new 
thoughts, new information, and new ideas on how to enact change in their own daily lives to combat the 
systemic inequities that exist here in Palo Alto.  
  
The purpose of this email is not to explain why this protest is occurring, but to ask for the city to respect 
it. We urge you to see this as it is: a beautiful exhibition of art and youth minds coming together to 
speak and share knowledge with our community. As comedian and political commentator Trevor Noah 
said, “There is no right way to protest. Because that’s what protest is. It can’t be considered ‘right’ by 
the system that it is protesting.”  
  
The technique we used is called ‘wheat pasting’, which historically is used to get art and messaging into 
public spaces. It is a plastic-free glue made solely of flour, water, and sugar. The paper used for the 
posters is recycled. This technique has no harmful effects on the environment, lasts between three to 
seven days, and can be removed using water. 
  
We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more 
important than the aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders 
are opposed to this demonstration, we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the 
art. This would be counterproductive to the message and the movement, and disrespectful to our 
community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We hope the city recognizes 
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the importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic 
creation.   
  
This is the beginning of a movement, not a moment.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
The PA Art Protest Organizers 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 12:05 AM
To: leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique
Cc: Fine, Adrian; Council, City
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest - August 8th

Hello, 
 
We, the organizers of the Youth Art Protest, would like to know the reasoning behind appointing city workers to remove 
the posters from downtown. We did send a message to the city council email on Saturday at 5:00 with the following 
paragraph: 
 
"We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more important than the 
aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders are opposed to this demonstration, 
we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the art. This would be counterproductive to the message 
and the movement, and disrespectful to our community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We 
hope the city recognizes the importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic 
creation." 
 
It seems as though there was a lack of communication between Mr. Fine and the City Manager department. We just 
want to be clear on the city's position and reasoning. We have been trying to be communicative and appreciate your 
responses.  
 
Sincerely,  
PA Youth Art Protest organizers  
 
On Mon, Aug 10, 2020 at 6:58 PM leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique <Monique.leConge@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Dear PA Art Protest Organizers, 
 
On behalf of the City Manager, I wanted to reach out to you to let you know that earlier today we removed 
the protest posters on University Avenue placed there over the weekend. Unfortunately, the posters were 
defaced and obscured by vandalism.  We are supportive of our community’s First Amendment rights and 
wish you the best in your continued efforts. 
 
As an aside, if you or your organizers are teens, I'd like to suggest that interested teens consider applying for 
youth leadership opportunities 
(https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/recreation/teens/teen_leadership/default.asp) if they are 
not already participants.  This group reconvenes once school has started and applications are currently open.
 
Thank you again for your communications over the weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
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    MONIQUE ZIESENHENNE, PhD 
    Assistant City Manager 

    (650) 329‐2403 | Monique.Ziesenhenne@cityofpaloalto.org 
    www.cityofpaloalto.org 
 

                    
 

 
 

  
From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:16 PM 
To: Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; 
alisonlcormack@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest ‐ August 8th 
  
  
As you know, at 10 in the morning a white male with a spray paint can defaced almost every poster of this youth art 
installation with “Maga” and racist commentary. He blocked every source and covered important and informative 
content as well as art. We do not believe that our protest was heard, or seen the way it deserved to be.  
  
We were informed by a Palo Alto police officer that because the technique of wheat‐pasting is not permanent, that he 
did not see our installation as vandalism. He said if the organizers were to want to do it again, that in his opinion, there 
wouldn't be a problem from the city's side. We are emailing to confirm this information.  
  
Sincerely, 
PA Art Protest Organizers 
  
On Sat, Aug 8, 2020 at 3:55 PM Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Thank you all... looks like some of them have already been defaced with paint and/or “maga” 
  
Sigh. But keep up the good work 
  
Adrian 
  

On Aug 8, 2020, at 05:01, Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> wrote: 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious 
of opening attachments and clicking on links. 

 
To the City Of Palo Alto, 
  
We are the organizers of the Youth Art Protest that you see on University Avenue. This protest was 
designed, organized, and executed by youth members from your community. The art was made by 
young People of Color who sent in their artistic creations speaking on the Black Lives Matter movement 
that has rallied the nation. The collection of informational posters decoding statistics and facts were 
thoughtfully researched by a team of high school and college students.  
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We hope that as people walk down University Avenue and see this installation, they are left with new 
thoughts, new information, and new ideas on how to enact change in their own daily lives to combat the 
systemic inequities that exist here in Palo Alto.  
  
The purpose of this email is not to explain why this protest is occurring, but to ask for the city to respect 
it. We urge you to see this as it is: a beautiful exhibition of art and youth minds coming together to 
speak and share knowledge with our community. As comedian and political commentator Trevor Noah 
said, “There is no right way to protest. Because that’s what protest is. It can’t be considered ‘right’ by 
the system that it is protesting.”  
  
The technique we used is called ‘wheat pasting’, which historically is used to get art and messaging into 
public spaces. It is a plastic-free glue made solely of flour, water, and sugar. The paper used for the 
posters is recycled. This technique has no harmful effects on the environment, lasts between three to 
seven days, and can be removed using water. 
  
We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more 
important than the aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders 
are opposed to this demonstration, we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the 
art. This would be counterproductive to the message and the movement, and disrespectful to our 
community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We hope the city recognizes 
the importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic 
creation.   
  
This is the beginning of a movement, not a moment.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
The PA Art Protest Organizers 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Fine, Adrian
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 8:04 PM
To: Palo Alto Art Protest
Cc: Council, City
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest - August 8th

Bah. Really sorry all. I asked the city manager to please not do this. 
 
 

From: leConge Ziesenhenne, Monique <Monique.leConge@CityofPaloAlto.org> 
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 6:58 PM 
To: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> 
Cc: Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org> 
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest ‐ August 8th  
  

Dear PA Art Protest Organizers, 
 
On behalf of the City Manager, I wanted to reach out to you to let you know that earlier today we removed 
the protest posters on University Avenue placed there over the weekend. Unfortunately, the posters were 
defaced and obscured by vandalism.  We are supportive of our community’s First Amendment rights and wish 
you the best in your continued efforts. 
 
As an aside, if you or your organizers are teens, I'd like to suggest that interested teens consider applying for 
youth leadership opportunities 
(https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/recreation/teens/teen_leadership/default.asp) if they are not 
already participants.  This group reconvenes once school has started and applications are currently open. 
 
Thank you again for your communications over the weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
  

    MONIQUE ZIESENHENNE, PhD 
    Assistant City Manager 

    (650) 329‐2403 | Monique.Ziesenhenne@cityofpaloalto.org 
    www.cityofpaloalto.org 
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From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:16 PM 
To: Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; 
alisonlcormack@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest ‐ August 8th 
  
  
As you know, at 10 in the morning a white male with a spray paint can defaced almost every poster of this youth art 
installation with “Maga” and racist commentary. He blocked every source and covered important and informative 
content as well as art. We do not believe that our protest was heard, or seen the way it deserved to be.  
  
We were informed by a Palo Alto police officer that because the technique of wheat‐pasting is not permanent, that he 
did not see our installation as vandalism. He said if the organizers were to want to do it again, that in his opinion, there 
wouldn't be a problem from the city's side. We are emailing to confirm this information.  
  
Sincerely, 
PA Art Protest Organizers 
  
On Sat, Aug 8, 2020 at 3:55 PM Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 

Thank you all... looks like some of them have already been defaced with paint and/or “maga” 
  
Sigh. But keep up the good work 
  
Adrian 
  

On Aug 8, 2020, at 05:01, Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> wrote: 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious 
of opening attachments and clicking on links. 

 
To the City Of Palo Alto, 
  
We are the organizers of the Youth Art Protest that you see on University Avenue. This protest was 
designed, organized, and executed by youth members from your community. The art was made by 
young People of Color who sent in their artistic creations speaking on the Black Lives Matter movement 
that has rallied the nation. The collection of informational posters decoding statistics and facts were 
thoughtfully researched by a team of high school and college students.  
  
We hope that as people walk down University Avenue and see this installation, they are left with new 
thoughts, new information, and new ideas on how to enact change in their own daily lives to combat the 
systemic inequities that exist here in Palo Alto.  
  
The purpose of this email is not to explain why this protest is occurring, but to ask for the city to respect 
it. We urge you to see this as it is: a beautiful exhibition of art and youth minds coming together to speak 
and share knowledge with our community. As comedian and political commentator Trevor Noah said, 
“There is no right way to protest. Because that’s what protest is. It can’t be considered ‘right’ by the 
system that it is protesting.”  
  
The technique we used is called ‘wheat pasting’, which historically is used to get art and messaging into 
public spaces. It is a plastic-free glue made solely of flour, water, and sugar. The paper used for the 
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posters is recycled. This technique has no harmful effects on the environment, lasts between three to 
seven days, and can be removed using water. 
  
We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more 
important than the aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders 
are opposed to this demonstration, we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the 
art. This would be counterproductive to the message and the movement, and disrespectful to our 
community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We hope the city recognizes the 
importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic creation.   
  
This is the beginning of a movement, not a moment.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
The PA Art Protest Organizers 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:16 PM
To: Fine, Adrian; Council, City; alisonlcormack@gmail.com
Subject: Re: University Avenue Youth Art Protest - August 8th

 
As you know, at 10 in the morning a white male with a spray paint can defaced almost every poster of this youth art 
installation with “Maga” and racist commentary. He blocked every source and covered important and informative 
content as well as art. We do not believe that our protest was heard, or seen the way it deserved to be.  
 
We were informed by a Palo Alto police officer that because the technique of wheat‐pasting is not permanent, that he 
did not see our installation as vandalism. He said if the organizers were to want to do it again, that in his opinion, there 
wouldn't be a problem from the city's side. We are emailing to confirm this information.  
 
Sincerely, 
PA Art Protest Organizers 
 
On Sat, Aug 8, 2020 at 3:55 PM Fine, Adrian <Adrian.Fine@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote: 
Thank you all... looks like some of them have already been defaced with paint and/or “maga” 
 
Sigh. But keep up the good work 
 
Adrian 
 
 

On Aug 8, 2020, at 05:01, Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com> wrote: 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious 
of opening attachments and clicking on links. 

 
To the City Of Palo Alto, 
 
We are the organizers of the Youth Art Protest that you see on University Avenue. This protest was 
designed, organized, and executed by youth members from your community. The art was made by 
young People of Color who sent in their artistic creations speaking on the Black Lives Matter movement 
that has rallied the nation. The collection of informational posters decoding statistics and facts were 
thoughtfully researched by a team of high school and college students.  
 
We hope that as people walk down University Avenue and see this installation, they are left with new 
thoughts, new information, and new ideas on how to enact change in their own daily lives to combat the 
systemic inequities that exist here in Palo Alto.  
 
The purpose of this email is not to explain why this protest is occurring, but to ask for the city to respect 
it. We urge you to see this as it is: a beautiful exhibition of art and youth minds coming together to speak 
and share knowledge with our community. As comedian and political commentator Trevor Noah said, 
“There is no right way to protest. Because that’s what protest is. It can’t be considered ‘right’ by the 
system that it is protesting.”  
 
The technique we used is called ‘wheat pasting’, which historically is used to get art and messaging into 
public spaces. It is a plastic-free glue made solely of flour, water, and sugar. The paper used for the 
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posters is recycled. This technique has no harmful effects on the environment, lasts between three to 
seven days, and can be removed using water. 
 
We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more 
important than the aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders 
are opposed to this demonstration, we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the 
art. This would be counterproductive to the message and the movement, and disrespectful to our 
community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We hope the city recognizes the 
importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic creation.   
 
This is the beginning of a movement, not a moment.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
The PA Art Protest Organizers 
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Baumb, Nelly

From: Palo Alto Art Protest <payouthartprotest@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 8, 2020 5:00 AM
To: Council, City; Fine, Adrian
Cc: editor@paweekly.com
Subject: University Avenue Youth Art Protest - August 8th

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 
attachments and clicking on links. 

To the City Of Palo Alto, 
 
We are the organizers of the Youth Art Protest that you see on University Avenue. This protest was designed, organized, 
and executed by youth members from your community. The art was made by young People of Color who sent in their 
artistic creations speaking on the Black Lives Matter movement that has rallied the nation. The collection of informational 
posters decoding statistics and facts were thoughtfully researched by a team of high school and college students.  
 
We hope that as people walk down University Avenue and see this installation, they are left with new thoughts, new 
information, and new ideas on how to enact change in their own daily lives to combat the systemic inequities that exist 
here in Palo Alto.  
 
The purpose of this email is not to explain why this protest is occurring, but to ask for the city to respect it. We urge you to 
see this as it is: a beautiful exhibition of art and youth minds coming together to speak and share knowledge with our 
community. As comedian and political commentator Trevor Noah said, “There is no right way to protest. Because that’s 
what protest is. It can’t be considered ‘right’ by the system that it is protesting.”  
 
The technique we used is called ‘wheat pasting’, which historically is used to get art and messaging into public spaces. It 
is a plastic-free glue made solely of flour, water, and sugar. The paper used for the posters is recycled. This technique 
has no harmful effects on the environment, lasts between three to seven days, and can be removed using water. 
 
We ask that the city does not remove this demonstration. We believe that this youth art protest is more important than the 
aesthetics of the cement pavement of our city’s streets. However, if the city’s leaders are opposed to this demonstration, 
we do not want janitorial staff or city workers to have to remove the art. This would be counterproductive to the message 
and the movement, and disrespectful to our community workers. Please contact us and we will personally remove it. We 
hope the city recognizes the importance of the message our youth are trying to send and embraces this temporary artistic 
creation.   
 
This is the beginning of a movement, not a moment.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
The PA Art Protest Organizers 
 


