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Topic:  Home Stretch of Upgrade/Downtown 
Submitted by:  PW/Utilities 
As we approach the home stretch of the Upgrade/Downtown project, University Avenue will be 
repaved from Webster to High Street starting on Monday, May. 13.  The work will be divided 
into three days:   

• Monday, 5/13: Kipling St. to Webster St. 
• Tuesday, May 14, Bryant Street to Kipling 
• Wednesday, May 15 from High Street to Bryant. 
 

Each day will require a one-day street closure from 8 a.m. to 5 a.m. the next morning for the 
blocks included in the phase. Traffic will be detoured around these blocks. The sidewalks will 
remain open for pedestrians and for access to local businesses. Vehicles will be able to enter 
the adjacent blocks to access local businesses, private driveways, and parking.  More 
information is included on the project website at cityofpaloalto.org/upgradedowntown. 

Topic:  Flood protection projects 
Submitted by:  PW 
The San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority recently released the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report for the Upstream of Highway 101 flood protection project. This report analyzes 
creek project alternatives located from West Bayshore Road to upstream of the Pope-Chaucer 
Bridge.  The JPA is seeking public comments on the document by Wednesday June 19, via mail 
or email and at public hearings in East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Palo Alto. A public hearing is 
scheduled In Palo Alto on Wednesday June 5, at the Palo Alto Art Center between 7 and 8:30 
pm. The Draft EIR  is available on the JPA’s website, SFCPJA.org and can also be found at 
www.cityofpaloalto.org/storms.   Separately and on a parallel track, an informational report 
about the Newell Road Bridge Replacement project is available on tonight’s Council agenda. 
The Draft EIR for the Newell Road Bridge project will be released shortly and is anticipated to 
come to Council for certification late this year.  
 
 
Topic:  ADA Transition Plan meetings 
Submitted by:  PW 
Public Works staff are working to update Palo Alto’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Transition Plan. The updated Plan will be used as a guide for improving accessibility in City 
Facilities and the public right-of-way for persons with disabilities. Next Monday, May 13 at 3:30 
p.m. in the Embarcadero Room of the Rinconada Library, staff will hold the first of three 
outreach meetings to gather input on the ADA Transition Plan update.  Additional meetings are 
scheduled for May 14th at 6:30pm at the Mitchell Park Community Center, and on May 21 at 
3:30 pm at the College Terrace Library.  Please visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/ADATransitionPlan 
for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/storms
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/ADATransitionPlan
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Topic: Bike to Work Day 
Submitted by:  CSD 
A reminder that this Thursday, May 9 is the 25th annual Bay Area Bike to Work Day and the City 
is hosting four Energizer volunteer stations positioned at key commute locations from 6:30 to 9 
a.m.  Bike commuters can ride by and pick up a Bike to Work Day 2019 tote bag, “I Bike Palo 
Alto” t-shirts, snacks and other give away items while supplies last. Each station has its own 
unique flare.  The four locations include: 

o Alma Bike Bridge near Alma St. at Palo Alto Ave. for free bike tune ups 
o City Hall on Bryant Street at Hamilton with info about transportation projects 
o California Avenue Caltrain Station at Cal Ave. & Park Blvd. – largest Energizer Station in 

Palo Alto) 
o Wilkie Way Bike Bridge near Monroe Dr. at Miller Ave.  for pancakes!   
 

More information on all of the events are on the homepage of the city’s website. 

 
Topic:  Final Cubberley Co-Design Meeting 
Submitted by:  CSD 
The final Cubberley Co-Design meeting will be held this Thursday, May 9th starting at 7 p.m. at 
the Cubberley Pavilion.  The City and the School District, in partnership with the Concordia 
engagement design firm, are holding these meetings to encourage the community to help re-
imagine the space. At this meeting, the draft plan will be unveiled for the community’s final 
feedback and input.   More information is on the city’s website homepage.    
 
 
Topic: Annual Walking and Mobile Gas Leak Survey Starting in Mid-May 
Submitted by:  Utilities 
The Utilities Department will begin its annual walking and mobile gas leak survey of the City in mid-May. 
This is a routine safety inspection of our gas distribution system. Approximately one-half of the City is 
canvassed every year so that the entire gas distribution system can be reviewed in a two year period. 
 
From May through September, the City’s contractor will walk residential areas to check for gas leaks 
along pipes, gas meters and covers. After the walking survey, the contractor will begin surveying natural 
gas service points, mains and meters in business districts. In the end, over 200 miles of gas main pipeline 
will be checked through this thorough review. If any gas leaks are found, they are documented and 
repaired according to CPAU’s policies. Those who are interested can find details and a map of the gas 
leak survey from the Utilities home webpage.  
 
 
 
Topic: 2019 May Fete Parade Wrap up 
Submitted by:  CSD 
Thanks to all who participated in the 97th Annual May Fête Parade last Saturday that saw more 
than 2,200 participants and 55 parade contingents.  This year’s theme “Happy 125th Birthday 
Palo Alto” honored and paid tribute to our community’s 125 years of building community with 
the Palo Alto Historical Association serving as the Grand Marshall.  The parade float winters 
included Addison Elementary School, Our School and the Godoy Family with prize money 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/utl/eng/gas/survey.asp
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provided by the Palo Alto Recreation Foundation who is a major sponsor of the parade, along 
with the Stanford Federal Credit Union.  It was a great event and kudos to all. 
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PRC 2019 Joint Study Session  AGENDA  

• Introduction 

• PRC Guiding Principles 

• Highlights, Activities, Celebrations 

• CSD/PRC Projects  

• Funding Sources and Uses 

• Challenges and Projects of Interest 

• Discussion 
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INTRODUCTION    SCARCE, VALUABLE and INTERCONNECTED 

• Palo Alto Council Priorities 
– Grade Separation 
– Transportation and Traffic 
– Climate/Sustainability  
– Fiscal Responsibility 

• Palo Alto City Values 
– Sustainability – Nature (Absorption) and Fiscal (Operational Focus) 
– Good Neighbor - engagement and support 
– Healthy City, Healthy Community  

 

• Palo Alto Citizen Survey 
– Natural environment HIGH 
– Recreation and wellness VERY HIGH (mental health issue) 
– Opportunities to participate DOWN? 
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2018 HIGHLIGHTS    PROJECTS, OUTREACH, AD HOCS, CELEBRATIONS 

• Recreation   
• Racquet Sports, Golf Links, Aquatics, CSD Fee Schedule, Community Gardens 

• Urban Parks  
• Parks & Facilities (Rinconada)  
• Peers Dog Park dedication 

• Open Space   
– Foothills 7.7 Acres, Trail Maintenance  
– Baylands BCCP, Renzel Wetlands, ITT, Public Art, Horizontal Levee, Boardwalk 

• Infrastructure  
– JMZ, Cubberley Master Plan, Cubberley Field Temporary Lighting, and Restroom, 101 

Bridge, Turf  Management, Ventura 

• Environment, Climate and Climate Effects  
– Sea Level Rise, GSI, Urban Forest, Foothills  

• Partner Engagement 
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2019 PRC      FOCUS AND ATTENTION 

• CIP/Master Plan Projects 
– Parks Projects 

• Rinconada Park and Junior Museum, Boulware Park, Ramos Park, 
Pickelball/Tennis, Dog Park, Park Restrooms, Garden partnership, Rules 
and Regulations 

– Open Space Projects 
• Baylands 10.5 Acres, Baylands Comp Plan (BCCP), Baylands Dock, Habitat 

Preservation, Foothills 7.7 Acres 
 

• CSD Projects 
– Cubberley Master Plan 
– Recreation Opportunities 

 

• Other 
– Climate Change 
– Funding Needs, Opportunities, Strategies 
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PRC CHALLENGES    TOPICS OF INTEREST 

• Projects of Current PRC and Public Interest at PRC  
– Baylands BCCP (ITT and 10.5 Acres) 
– Racquet Sports 
– Foothills Park Buckeye Creek / Restoration/Hydrology 

 

• Topics of Potential Public Interest at Ad Hoc Stage Only 
– Park Dedication  
– Foothills Park Access 

 

• Resource Challenge 
– Funding Strategies 

• Partnership (Friends) Development 
• 3rd Party Support (Grant Projects?) 

– Staff/Volunteer Strategies/Development 
• City Coordination/support 

 

• Climate Change 
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CDBG Program
CDBG is a principal Federal Program and the City of Palo Alto receives annual funding
from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development as an entitlement city
under this program.

Activities funded through CDBG must meet one of three national objectives:

• Benefit low and very low income persons;
• Aid in prevention or elimination of slums or blight; and
• Meet other community needs that are particularly urgent for the low income

community

All of the activities funded by the City meet the first objective.
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Funding Allocation Process – FY 2019/20

Notice of Funding Availability
November 16, 2018

Staff Review
January 2019

Selection Committee
February 25, 2019

Human Relations Commission
March 14, 2019

Finance Committee
April 2, 2019

City Council
May 6, 2019
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Overview of Annual CDBG Entitlement Funding

Change in Annual CDBG Entitlement Funding, 
FY 2015 - 2019
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CDBG Funding Allocation FY 2019-20
Funding Source Amount

CDBG Entitlement Grant (Estimated) $436,335

Resources From Previous Years $88,661

Anticipated Program Income $136,049

Total Available Funding $661,045
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Public Services
Agency Program Name FY2018/19

Allocation
FY 2019/20 

Request
Finance Committee
Recommendation

LifeMoves Opportunity Center $44,933 $46,575 $29,937

Palo Alto Housing 
Corp

SRO Resident 
Support

$30,933 $48,283 $29,937

Catholic Charities Ombudsman $10,000 $10,000 $10,000

Silicon Valley 
Independent 
Living Center

Housing & 
Emergency Services

$5,032 $28,826 $6,000

YWCA/Support 
Network

Domestic Violence 
Services

$10,000 $10,000 $5,000

Public Service Total $100,898 $143,684 $80,874

- 15 percent funding cap
- Maximum available under cap $80,874
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Planning & Administration
Agency Program Name FY2018/19 

Allocation
FY2019/20

Request
Finance Committee
Recommendation

Project Sentinel Fair Housing
Services

$33,698 $33,698 $31,587

City of Palo Alto CDBG 
Administration

$85,000 $85,000 $82,889

Planning & 
Administration 
Total

$118,698 $118,698 $114,476

• 20 percent funding cap
• Maximum available under cap $114,476
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Economic Development
Agency Program Name FY2018/19 

Allocation
FY2019/20

Request
Finance Committee
Recommendation

Downtown Streets Workforce 
Development

$336,400 $336,400 $330,695

Economic 
Development Total

$336,400 $336,400 $330,695
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Public Facilities Rehabilitation
Agency Program Name FY2018/19 

Allocation
FY2019/20 

Request
Finance Committee
Recommendation

May View 
Community Health

Establishment of 
Dental Program & 
Renovation

N/A $150,000 $135,000

Public Facilities
Total

N/A $150,000 $135,000
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Contingency Plan – Funding Increase

 Public Services: Maintain recommended funding levels for Catholic
Charities and YWCA. Prioritize funding for Silicon Valley Independent
Living (SVILC) from the recommended $6,000 to $12,000. Once SVILC is
at $12,000, distribute the additional available amount between Life
Moves and Palo Alto Housing Corporation equally.

 Planning and Administration: Distribute the additional available
amount equally between Project Sentinel and City of Palo Alto for
CDBG administration.

 Economic Development/Public Facilities Rehabilitation: Three
parts of the additional available funding will be provided to Downtown
Street Team and one part of the additional funding to MayView
Community Health.
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Contingency Plan – Funding Decrease
 Public Services: In case of a further decrease, recommended to not

fund YWCA. Distribute any funding decrease proportionately among
the remaining four public service applicants, but maintain a minimum
funding allocation of $5,000 for any applicant.

• Planning and Administration, Economic Development & Public
Facilities Rehabilitation: Distribute any funding decrease
proportionately among the remaining three categories.
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Recommendations

That the Council take the following actions:

 Adopt the attached funding Resolution allocating CDBG funding as
recommended in the draft Fiscal Year 2019-20 Action Plan.

 Allocate CDBG funding as recommended in the draft Fiscal Year 2019-
20 Action Plan and as described in the staff report including the
contingency plan policies recommended by the Finance Committee.

 Authorize the City Manager to execute the Fiscal Year 2019-20 CDBG
application and Fiscal Year 2019-20 Action Plan for CDBG funds, any
other necessary documents concerning the application and to
otherwise bind the City with respect to the applications and
commitment of funds; and

 Authorize staff to submit the Fiscal Year 2019-20 Action Plan to HUD by
the May 15, 2019 deadline.
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