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Palo Alto Fire Department Deployment

July 26, 2018 at approximately 2:00 am
o Santa Clara County Strike Team

Crew of four deployed
o Captain David Dahl
o Apparatus Operator Orley Hatfield
o Firefighter Manny Macias 
o Firefighter Jeremy Palmitier

Deployed to the Cranston Fire
o Idyllwild, CA
o 466 miles from Palo Alto
o Arson caused fire
o 7,000 people evacuated
o 5 homes destroyed
o 13,139 acres burned
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Mutual Aid / California Fire Assistance Agreement

Philosophy
o Neighbor helping neighbor

Reimbursement
o State Office of Emergency Services

Climate-driven disasters
o Fire service has taken a collaborative lead 
o Disaster Readiness for Safer Communities (D-RiSC)
o State Senator Jerry Hill and Assemblymember Marc 

Berman have been great supporters
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Cranston Fire
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Cranston Fire
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Re-deployed to the Mendocino Complex 
July 29, 2018 
Deployed to the Mendocino Complex
o Largest fire in California history
o Mendocino, Lake, Colusa, Glenn 

Counties
o 459,123 acres burned
o 280 structures burned
o 1 firefighter fatality



6

Structure Protection on the Mendocino Complex 

https://www.sacbee.com/latest-news/article215800150.html
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Thank you 
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City Manager Comments

November 5, 2018
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Public Safety Building Approval
November 5, 2018
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 1970 Existing Police Building opened, Palo Alto Civic Center
 1997-2005 - Numerous studies and evaluations for a new PSB
 2006 Public Safety Building Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF)

 2008 Recession thwarted the project proposed for 2747 Park Blvd

 2011 Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Committee (IBRC) – PSB review
 2014 Infrastructure Plan – PSB top priority with 8 other projects

 Included concept for a new California Avenue Area Parking Garage 
for 150 additional parking stalls

 2015 Council selected Lot C-6 for PSB, Lot C-7 for New Garage
 2018 (June) Council: 

(1) Certified EIR certified for ‘PSB Project’ (both PSB and the Garage),
(2) Adopted Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, 
(3) Adopted PF changes for Essential Service Facilities and Garages

Project Background
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Site Overview: 2.3 Acres Divided by Birch St
Lot C-6: 250 Sherman, 

PSB site

Lot C-7: 350 Sherman, 
Garage site
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Timeline - Construction Phasing

New Garage
Existing Lot C-7

PSB Site
Existing Lot C-6

Phase 1: Garage construction January 2019 – August 2020
Phase 2: PSB construction October 2020 – Summer 2022
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PSB Design Presented to ARB in 2017

ARB could not make the required findings for this design. Redesign began in 
2018 to address issues: ramp cover, plaza size, building massing/ 
articulation), and a better setting for the emergency communications pole
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 2017: Preliminary Reviews with HRB and ARB
 June 2018: Council Action on Garage, PF Zone, EIR
 July 2018, ARB: Reviewed updated PSB Design
 September 2018, ARB: Recommended conditional approval
based on Architectural Review Findings in PAMC 18.76 (see RLUA)
 October 2018, ARB subcommittee: Alternate material E

Future ARB Subcommittee Items:
 Communications Tower Attachments
 Light Fixture E1 detail
 Multi-Purpose Room Openness

Public Safety Building Architectural Review
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Tree Canopy Replacement
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Project Schedule
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Architectural 
Presentation

250 Sherman Avenue 
City Of Palo Alto Public Safety Building

prepared by

November 5, 2018
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Multi-Purpose Room vs. Community Room

 What is the Multi-Purpose Room?
 How will it be used and by whom?
 How often will the room be used?
 What are the constraints of making it a “Community Room”?

Direction Needed: 
 Obtain Council Direction on the use of the room and/or return 

to Subcommittee for further discussion.
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Communications Tower Attachments

Example photos of nearby communities

San MateoMountain ViewLos Altos
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