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NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: 
Peter Pirnejad 

Development Services Director 
(650) 329-2349 

 
September 10th, 2015     For Immediate Release 

 

Local Energy Reach Code Now Effective After California Energy Commission Approval 
 
Palo Alto, California – The City of Palo Alto Development Services department announced today that they 
will begin enforcing the Energy Reach Code 5345 for new building permit applications effective September 
10th 2015. This announcement follows a 60-day public comment period and formal approval from the 
California Energy Commission. The Commission passed the ordinance unanimously 4-0 during the regular 
Business Meeting on September 9th.  
 
“Palo Alto has done an excellent job at bringing creative and adaptive policy to their local 
government,” said Commissioner Andrew McAllister of the California Energy Commission. 
“Congratulations to the City of Palo Alto for their future vision. We will all learn from their leadership.” 
  
The new ordinance represents the most robust and stringent local energy reach code in the State’s 
history related to energy efficiency.  The ordinance impacts new construction and remodels for both 
residential and non-residential projects. 
 
“Palo Alto residents have historically set a high priority for sustainability as it relates to the built 
environment,” said Peter Pirnejad, Director or Development Services. “We are encouraged to bring 
this forward and have no concern that the residents will meet or exceed these requirements.” 

 
For more information about the new Energy Reach Code, please view the May 7th 2015 Press Release.  
You may also visit the Development Services Green Building page for history, background, and 
compliance resources available for project teams.   
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https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/48955
http://cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/47285
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/ds/green_building/default.asp

