
CITY OF PALO ALTO 

      CITY COUNCIL Special Meeting 

  Council Conference Room 

 October 21, 2013 
 5:30 PM 

 
Agenda posted according to PAMC Section 2.04.070. Supporting materials are available in the 

Council Chambers on the Thursday preceding the meeting. 
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MATERIALS RELATED TO AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA SUBMITTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL AFTER DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGENDA 
PACKET ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AT PALO ALTO CITY HALL, 250 HAMILTON AVE. 
DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Members of the public may speak to agendized items; up to three minutes per speaker, to be 
determined by the presiding officer.  If you wish to address the Council on any issue that is on this 
agenda, please complete a speaker request card located on the table at the entrance to the Council 
Chambers, and deliver it to the City Clerk prior to discussion of the item. You are not required to give 

your name on the speaker card in order to speak to the Council, but it is very helpful. 
 

TIME ESTIMATES 
Time estimates are provided as part of the Council's effort to manage its time at Council meetings.  
Listed times are estimates only and are subject to change at any time, including while the meeting is 
in progress.  The Council reserves the right to use more or less time on any item, to change the order 
of items and/or to continue items to another meeting.  Particular items may be heard before or after 
the time estimated on the agenda. This may occur in order to best manage the time at a meeting or 

to adapt to the participation of the public.  To ensure participation in a particular item, we suggest 
arriving at the beginning of the meeting and remaining until the item is called.   
 
HEARINGS REQUIRED BY LAW 
Applications and/or appellants may have up to ten minutes at the outset of the public discussion to 
make their remarks and up to three minutes for concluding remarks after other members of the public 
have spoken. 

 

Call to Order 

Study Session        5:30-6:30 PM 

1. Potential List of Topics for the Study Session with Senator Jerry Hill 

Closed Session        6:30-7:30 PM 
Public Comments: Members of the public may speak to the Closed Session item(s); three minutes per speaker. 

2. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS, CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 54956.8 

Properties: 

Cubberley Community Center, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 94306 

(including 8 acres owned by the City of Palo Alto and remaining acres 
owned by the Palo Alto Unified School District); and Ventura School 

site, 3990 Ventura Court, Palo Alto 94306 
 

 
 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37433


 2 October 21, 2013 

MATERIALS RELATED TO AN ITEM ON THIS AGENDA SUBMITTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL AFTER DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGENDA 
PACKET ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AT PALO ALTO CITY HALL, 250 HAMILTON AVE. 
DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. 

Agency Negotiators:  

James Keene, Pam Antil, Lalo Perez, Joe Saccio, Hamid 
Ghaemmaghami, Greg Betts, Rob De Geus, Thomas Fehrenbach, 

Aaron Aknin, Molly Stump 
 
Negotiating Parties:  

City of Palo Alto and Palo Alto Unified School District 
 
Under Negotiation:  

Lease and/or Purchase/Sale*  
Price and Terms of Payment 

 
*Purchase/sale is listed to comply with Brown Act legal requirements, 

and include various types of  transactions including but not limited to 
easements, options, rights of first refusal and land exchanges. 

 

CHAMBERS 

Special Orders of the Day         7:30-7:40 PM 

3. Community Partner Presentation: Palo Alto Players at the Lucie Stern 
Community Theatre 

Agenda Changes, Additions and Deletions 
HEARINGS REQUIRED BY LAW: Applications and/or appellants may have up to ten minutes at the outset of the 
public discussion to make their remarks and put up to three minutes for concluding remarks after other members of 
the public have spoken. 
 
OTHER AGENDA ITEMS: Public comments or testimony on agenda items other than Oral Communications shall be 
limited to a maximum of three minutes per speaker. 

City Manager Comments          7:40-7:50 PM 

Council Member Questions, Comments and Announcements    7:50-8:00 PM 
Members of the public may not speak to the item(s) 

Oral Communications           8:00-8:15 PM 
Members of the public may speak to any item NOT on the agenda. Council reserves the right to limit the duration of 
oral communications period to 30 minutes. 

Minutes Approval            8:15-8:20 PM 

 August 19, 2013 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=36003
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37439
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Consent Calendar          8:20-8:25 PM 
Items will be voted on in one motion unless removed from the calendar by three Council Members. 
 

4. Approval of a Stewardship Agreement Between the City of Palo Alto 

and the Santa Clara County Fire Safe Council (FSC) in the Amount of 
$50,000 from the Public Works CIP PO-12003 for the Initial Year of 

Services for Treatment Work Indicated in the Foothill Fire Management 
Plan (FFMP) 

5. Policy and Services Recommendation to Accept the City Auditor's 
Office Fiscal Year 2014 Proposed Work Plan and Risk Assessment 

6. Policy and Services Recommendation to Accept the Report on the 
Status of Audit Recommendations (June 2013) 

7. Policy and Services Recommendation to Accept the Auditor's Office 
Quarterly Report as of June 30, 2013 

8. Approval of a Utilities Enterprise Fund Contract with Efacec Advanced 
Control Systems, Inc. in the Amount of $107,647 for Software and 

Hardware Support Services for the City's Utility SCADA System (EL-
02010) and 10% Contingency of $10,700 for Related, but Unforeseen 

Work; for a Total Authorized Amount of $118,347 

9. Approval of Annual Report of Williamson Act Contracts Within the City 

of Palo Alto 

10. Council Direction on Selection of Voting Delegate for the National 

League of Cities Annual Business Meeting on Saturday, November 16, 
2013 

Action Items 
Include: Reports of Committees/Commissions, Ordinances and Resolutions, Public Hearings, Reports of Officials, 
Unfinished Business and Council Matters. 
 

8:25-9:05 PM 
11. Public Hearing: Parking Exemptions Code Review: Review and 

Recommendation to City Council  to Adopt: 1.       Ordinance to Repeal 
Ordinance 5167 and Amend the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Delete 

Sections 18.52.060(a)(2) and 18.52.060(c) Related to Parking 
Assessment Districts to Eliminate the “Exempt Floor Area” Parking 

Exemption Which Allows for Floor Area up to a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
of 1.0 to 1.0 to be Exempt From Parking Requirements Within the 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37421
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37426
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37424
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37407
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37429
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37430
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37428
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37443
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Downtown Parking Assessment Area and Floor Area up to an FAR of 
0.5 to 1.0 to be Exempt Within the California Avenue Area Parking 

Assessment District.   2.  Interim Ordinance to Amend Chapters 18.18, 
Downtown Commercial (CD) District, and 18.52, (Parking and Loading 

Requirements) to Make the Following Changes to be Effective for a 
Period of Two Years: a. Delete Sections 18.18.070(a)(1), 

18.18.090(b)(1)(C) and 18.52.070(a)(1)(D) to Eliminate the 200 
Square Foot Minor Floor Area Bonus and Related Parking Exemption 

for Buildings not Eligible for Historic or Seismic Bonus. b. Delete 
Sections 18.18.090(b)(1)(B), 18.52.070(a)(1)(B) and 

18.52.070(a)(1)(C)(i) to Eliminate the Parking Exemption for On-site 
Use of Historic and Seismic Bonus. c.  Amend Section 18.18.080(g) to 

Remove the On-site Parking Exemption for Historic and Seismic 
Transfer of Development Rights up to 5,000 Square Feet of Floor Area 

to a Receiver Site in the CD or PC Zoning Districts. d.    Amend Section 
18.18.120(a)(2) and (b)(2) Related to Grandfathered Uses and 

Facilities to Clarify that a Grandfathered Use May be Remodeled and 
Improved, But May Not be Replaced and Maintain its Grandfathered 

Status.  e.      Amend Section 18.52.070(a)( 3) Related to Remove the 
Sentence Allowing Square Footage to Qualify for Exemption That Was 

Developed or Used Previously for Nonresidential Purposes but was 
Vacant at the time of These actions are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15061 and 15301 of 
the CEQA Guidelines 

 
9:05-9:20 PM 

12. Public Hearing: Adoption of Eight Ordinances: (1) Repealing Chapter 
16.04 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt 

a New Chapter 16.04, California Building Code, California Historical 
Building Code, and California Existing   Building Code, 2013 Editions, 

and Local Amendments and Related Findings; (2) Repealing Chapter 
16.05 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt 

a New Chapter 16.05, California Mechanical Code,  2013 Edition, and 
Local Amendments and Related Findings; (3) Repealing Chapter 16.06 

of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt a New 
Chapter 16.06, California Residential Code,  2013 Edition, and Local 

Amendments and Related Findings; (4) Repealing Chapter 16.08 of the 
Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt a New 

Chapter 16.08, California Plumbing Code,  2013 Edition, and Local 
Amendments and Related Findings; (5) Repealing Chapter 16.14 of the 

Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt a New 
Chapter 16.14, California Green Building Standard Code, 2013 Edition, 

and Local Amendments and Related Findings; (6) Repealing Chapter 
16.16 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37422
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a New Chapter 16.16, California Electrical Code,  2013 Edition, and 
Local Amendments and Related Findings; (7) Repealing Chapter 16.17 

of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 16 to Adopt a New 
Chapter 16.17, California Energy Code,  2013 Edition, and Local 

Amendments and Related Findings; and (8) Repealing Chapter 15.04 
of the Palo Alto Municipal Code and Amending Title 15 to Adopt a new 

Chapter 15.04, California Fire Code, 2013 Edition, and Local 
Amendments and Related Findings 

 
9:20-9:35 PM 

13. Approval of  Contract  for the Downtown Development CAP to Dyett & 
Bhatia Urban & Regional Planners in the Amount Not to Exceed 

$200,000 (Continued from October 17, 2013) 

Adjournment 
 
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT (ADA) 
Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids or services in using City facilities, services or programs or who 
would like information on the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may 
contact (650) 329-2550 (Voice) 24 hours in advance. 
 
 
 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37442
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Additional Information 

Standing Committee Meetings 

 Finance Committee Meeting Cancellation       10/22/13 

 Council Appointed Officers Meeting               10/23/13 

 Brown Act Training                                     10/23/13 

 Regional Housing Mandate Committee Cancellation             10/24/13 

Schedule of Meetings 

 Schedule of Meetings  

Tentative Agenda 

 Tentative Agenda 

Informational Report 

 2012 - 2013 Annual Review of Compliance with the "Mayfield" 
Development Agreement with Stanford University 

 City of Palo Alto Investment Activity Report for the First Quarter, Fiscal 
Year 2014 

 Submission of Measure N (General Obligation Bond) Library Report 

 City of Palo Alto Utilities Quarterly Update for the Fourth Quarter of Fiscal 

Year 2013 

 Brown Act and Public Records Training for Council Boards and 

Commissions 

 2013 League of California Cities Final Report of Approved Resolutions 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37423
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37419
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37420
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37425
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37408
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37434
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37402
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37401
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37402
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37406
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37405
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37437
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 Background Information in Preparation for City Council's Discussion on 
Infrastructure Committee Recommendations at October 28, 2013 City 

Council Meeting 

Public Letters to Council   SET 1 

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37431
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37436

