
News Details 
 

“Project Permit”  

  

The Development Services Department in conjunction with its partners in Utilities was recently contacted by Vote Solar, a non-

profit grassroots organization working to fight climate change and foster economic opportunity by bringing solar energy into the 

mainstream.  They had heard about the efforts that the City of Palo Alto had made in streamlining our solar PV (roof top solar) 

permitting process and wanted to feature us in a webinar on how cities should work   

A project of the Vote Solar Initiative, Project Permit is an interactive website that scores municipal solar permitting practices 

nationwide. It is designed to help permitting staff, solar advocates, and municipal leaders understand how their city or town 

compares to permitting best practices. Project Permit includes tools and resources to help more municipalities achieve permitting 

best practices. Project Permit is funded by Solar 3.0, a DOE Sunshot Initiative grant recipient. 

 

They rated the City of Palo Alto on our current PV permitting process and thanks to the leadership of the building inspection team 

under Bud Starmer, the plan check team under Homer Maiel, the project coordination team under Rosemary Morse, the Utility 

Department under Tom Ting and Lindsay Joye.  As well as the leadership of City Manager Jim Keene, Council Person Pat Burt, and 

leaders in the PV Industry like Solar City, Go Solar, and others We are happy to report that we have been rated among the best in the 

nation. 

  

Please join me in congratulating these teams and their staff for a job well done.  Our work isn’t done but we have come a long way 

thanks to their hard work and commitment. 

 

See the rating at http://projectpermit.org/#muni=212  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Pirnejad 

Development Services Director 

 

http://projectpermit.org/#muni=212

