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Youth Forum 2010 Session II Commitments


2010 Youth Forum- Session II Commitments
Business community and youth
	Investigate opportunities for discussions between Town & Country and student leaders at Paly.


	I would like to help identify a business outreach in each merchant organization who would like to be an advocate for concerns of youth and also help identify one on one mentors in Midtown, Town and country, University Ave etc.


	I do not have a business that can help issues related to food but I see an interesting picture that teens are lacking a place to just hang out and spend time. I will think about some ideas. I think this is something a city should take initiatives, not just leaving it to businesses.


	I will encourage Chamber of Commerce to talk to members about student internships.


	I promise to help with reducing stress at schools by helping coordinate. I will ask the owner at Douce France to have designated youth times for coffee and such.


	Communicate with local business. Use student media to promote business that respect teens. Reach out to potential investors through Chamber.


	First of all, not only the companies need to have improvements but we as teens should behave when we enter a shop as customers. Communication such as the youth forum is definitely needed. Companies really need to know what we want.


	Stop littering; give respect if deserved to students, students boycott if not receiving deserved respect.


	I would like to help bring a food cart to Gunn


School Climate

	Internet forum seems to be a really good idea for both students and teacher in every school.  (1. Convenient 2. Fast 3. Clear)

	Teachers need to get exams back to students in less than 1 week. Teachers need to make sure announcements are broadcast. Students should be able to report non-compliant teachers AND see the resolution of the concerns.



	I will talk to kids (friends) about the problems of social cliques, and try to integrate groups together. I will talk to my T.A. about diversity and how to get students to talk to each other

	I will seek more clarity on our school district’s values and expectations on (1) providing timely feedback on student tests/assignments, and (2) use of student input on course evaluations.


	Investigate Gunn testing schedule; routines in place to prevent excessive exams on one day; eg are English exams always Monday, math on Tuesday, etc. With respect to student desire for grade accessibility online; need to let community know of upcoming transition to software replacement for SASI. Need to gather student input of Gunn Community Building period, how broadly is it embraced. Need to more effectively communicate back to students results of surveys and effectiveness of their teacher evaluations. Investigate implementation of a moderated blog to provide an avenue for the silent majority of students to convey input regarding issues; existing reliance on SEC is too limited a voice.
Find out about obstacles to more coordinated testing schedules.  Ask school district staff.  Is there a way to get teacher input on this? Communicate to school district staff the importance of prompt feedback from tests & assignments.  Ask if there are obstacles to this. Ask district staff about policies & teacher evaluation feedback from students.
I will encourage principals to ensure student input on teachers is acted on in an appropriate way. I will encourage teachers to return work and tests promptly and to make grades available to students at least fortnightly.  



	Open up PTSA meeting for students. Start with 1 PTSA meeting per year for the students to participate.

	Go to more student activities to connect. (  Smile more. Find way to get feedback. Interview more students.


	I will meet with counselors, administration to share your concerns & discuss ideas.

	I will ask my son what he has learned from a year at boarding school that could be applied to Palo Alto High Schools to make them better for students. I will inquire at my church, which is in downtown Palo Alto, about hosting events or providing space for youth events.

	I will make contact with some representatives of the school district that can implement change on how counseling is available on campus and will contact ACS to provide such information.  Will provide communication to PAACC too.

	Have Paly students name a rep to PTSA Exec Board (position is open). Look into having ACS being in a more inviting location at Paly, or make it more visible.



	 I will work at getting more student voice/representation at Gunn on construction issues. I will continue to work on opening communication channels with students.


	I will bring the issue of “feedback loop” issue to our Instructional Council. I will bring a summary of youth concerns from our meeting today to the Gunn Admin meeting and the Instructional Council meeting.



	Get involved more with PAUSD.



	Listen to youth. Educate others on complex issues affecting youth. Self-education. Support youth of color, LGBTQQ youth, queer youth of color.  



	 I’d like to talk and listen to more student voices so our next principal/admin team at Paly gets off to a more positive start in 2010-2011.  I want to be part of the solutions at Paly – not the problem ( ! I’m going to talk to Leticia Burton & Paly Unity Club about VTP outreach & supporting URM students on campus. I’d like to invite several Paly students who spoke today about the testing practices issue to speak at a future Ed Council meeting (so the Instructional Supervisors can hear directly from kids) – I’d like to help facilitate this. I’m going to encourage the Paly Guidance Counselors to get into classrooms & become more involved in life outside the Tower building. I’m going to champion the new Student Information System (Infinite Campus) so the technology will help decrease student stress around online access to grades & making the schedule change process more transparent & accessible. 


	More ASB interaction with students at Gunn.



	I will ask about how to better communication between students & teachers.



	Discuss whether we have an effort to hire quality teachers that more closely reflect our student body.  Ask to see the stats on our current mirror. Gunn students want TA system.  Ask where we are on that. Figure whether protocol exists on turn around time for exams and papers.  If not, can we have one?  Pros & cons (learning tool). Ask where we are on starting college info process earlier.  Students expressed frustration over starting too late.  State that their frustration and uncertainty about the process creates personal anxiety.



	Be more open about racial, class issues.



	Gunn tweet, Gunn Facebook, student body meeting.



	Work with Paly Administration to make dances better


Community Events

	Offer innate resiliency events at the YMCA and in the community.

	Recreation Department should involve High School students when deciding how to program the new Mitchell park Teen Center. High School kids don’t hang out at the teen center which is more for Middle School kids.


	Communicate ideas to peers/friends. Join an organization to make a change. For social events find out what’s interesting/appealing to teen centers.

	I will help local faith communities identify unique steps they can take to support changes required by youth for their well being.

	Making volunteer opportunities more prominent in the community not just through clubs.

	Will look into idea of a central location for a teen center – El Camino near California Avenue?


	Get youth Representative for PARC

	Will bring idea up with the HRC. Adding High School student to the HRC. Working with others to promote events that bring teens together in ways that take them out of their comfort zones and get to know others not in their peer groups. Work with others to integrate the 41 developmental assets in youth activities.



	Service day in collaboration with other youth organizations. “Re-humanize” community service.



	Support in helping to identify the top characteristics and qualities of a teen center. Helping to find the most important events and activities for youth in Palo Alto. Opportunity for 20-25 youth to participate in a statewide leadership and fall campaign prospect for youth on April 16-18th and July 23-27th. 



	Social issues, open mic in May. Sharing high demand events “green list” with youth we want to host as potential fundraisers. Offering our experience mentoring youth to help Palo Alto youth planning the events discussed today.



	I will come to a meeting like this again to continue hearing youth concerns. I would be willing to be an advisor to teens who want to undertake a concrete goal. I’m wondering if teens would like their own “cook off” event.



	Ways of reducing student stress. I will “campaign” for student field days.



	Setting up intramural sports/community clubs and activities.



	Talk to my club’s presidents about fundraisers to draw teens in. 



	I am committed to taking responsibility to plan and help plan events. I am committed to being heard and hearing others.


	I will think about going to teen centers, talk to friends about what could make a teen center better.


	Try to have my voice heard about teen events.
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