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Secret Codes & Cryptic Messages 
2007 Teen Summer Reading 

 
For Freedom: The Story Of a French Spy 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker     
Despite the horrors of World War II, a French teenager pursues her dream of becoming an opera singer, 
which takes her to places where she gains information about what the Nazis are doing—information that 
the French Resistance needs. 
 
Code Talker 
Bruchac, Joseph       
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and 
other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World 
War II in their native tongue. 
 
Spy High: Mission One 
Butcher, A. J.       
As students at a special high school that trains them to be secret agents, six teenagers struggle to com-
plete the training exercises as a team before being sent out into the field to sink or swim.  First in the 
series. 
 
Petticoat Spies: Six Women Spies of the Civil War 
Caravantes, Peggy       
Describes the lives and wartime exploits of six women spies during the Civil War. 
 
Silverfin 
Higson, Charlie       
This prequel to the James Bond dynasty finds young James at Eton in the 1930s.  Bond’s first adventure 
is set in the Highlands of Scotland, where James and his friends go head-to-head with a crazed arms 
dealer.  First in a series.  
 
Stormbreaker 
Horowitz, Anthony       
After the death of his uncle who had been his guardian, 14-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his 
uncle’s work for Britain’s intelligence agency, MI6.  First in a series. 
 
Chinese Cinderella and the Dragon Society     
Mah, Adeline Yen       
During the Japanese occupation of parts of China, 12-year-old Ye Xian is thrown out of her father and 
stepmother’s home, joins a martial arts group, and tries to help her aunt and the Americans in their 
struggle against the Japanese invaders. 
 
Girl in Blue 
Rinaldi, Ann        
To escape an abusive father and an arranged marriage, 14-year-old Sarah, dressed as a boy, leaves her 
Michigan home to enlist in the Union Army, and becomes a soldier on the battlefields of Virginia as well as 
a Union spy working in the house of Confederate sympathizer Rose O’Neal Greenhow in Washington, D.C. 
 
Live and Let Shop 
Spradlin, Michael       
Beverly Hills teenager Rachel Buchanan gets in trouble with the law and winds up at mysterious Black-
thorn Academy in Pennsylvania, wher she uncovers secrets about the school and becomes entangled in a 
case of international espionage.  First in the series. 
 

Nonfiction 
 
Top Secret: A handbook of Codes, Ciphers, and Secret Writing 
Janeczko, Paul B.         
A handbook for the budding cryptographer including codes and ciphers, invisible inks,  
concealment techniques, spy stories, and some history. 


