
Put Recyclables
    In Their Place
Ask anyone you know living in Palo Alto
if they recycle and odds are they’ll say yes.
Palo Alto loves recycling. We have surpassed 
the state mandate to divert 50% of our waste 
from landfi lls, diverting 62% in 2004. In 2005, 
the City adopted a Zero Waste goal and is 
developing plans on how to reduce waste 
going to landfi lls by 73% by 2011 and 90% by 
2021. With all this support and passion it was
a bit surprising to fi nd that approximately 
43% of our waste stream is still composed 
of material that can currently be recycled. 
Paper alone comprises 14% (11,200 tons) of 
our garbage (e.g., mixed paper, white paper, 
magazines and catalogs, newspaper and 
cardboard).

The Waste Composition Study conducted in 
November 2005, found that a signifi cant number 
of recyclables are in both the commercial and 
residential waste stream. Consider what’s in your 
garbage. Can you recycle some of the things you 
are currently throwing away? Ask the businesses 
that you frequent to recycle as well. It’s up to 
us to work together to achieve Zero Waste. 
Maximizing our current recycling program is      
a good way to start.

If you’re not sure about what is and is not 
recyclable, brochures are available. Contact 
the Recycling Program and have one mailed 
to you or go to www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle 
to download a copy. Downloadable brochures 
are available for residents in Chinese, English, 
Japanese, Russian and Spanish. 

Are recyclables in your garbage?

For more information about recycling in 
Palo Alto, garbage pick-up or household 

hazardous waste, please refer to the 
appropriate organization or visit the

City of Palo Alto’s website.

City of Palo Alto
Recycling Program
ph: (650) 496-5910

email: recycling@cityofpaloalto.org
www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle

Palo Alto Sanitation Company
ph: (650) 493-4894

City of Palo Alto Landfill
ph: (650) 329-2655

City of Palo Alto Household 
Hazardous Waste Program

ph: (650) 496-6980

We welcome all comments, questions, and 
suggestions.

Please send them to:

The Community Recycler
P.O. Box 10250

Palo Alto, CA 94303
Or email us at:

recycling@cityofpaloalto.org

Editor: Wendy Hediger
City of Palo Alto

Recycling Program

Graphic Design: 
Carl and Manor Advertising

(866) 444-2623
www.carlandmanor.com

Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary 
aids or services in using City facilities, services 
or programs, or who would like information on 
the City’s compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact: ADA 
Coordinator, City of Palo Alto, 650-329-2550 (Voice) 

or 329-1199 (TDD), ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

The Community Recycler is produced by the City of 
Palo Alto Recycling Program and is distributed as 
a public service to all residents in Palo Alto. The 
Community Recycler often provides information 

about specific products or companies. Such 
inclusion does not imply endorsement by the

Palo Alto Recycling Program.

This newsletter is printed with soy-based inks on 
100% recycled 50% post-consumer processed 

chlorine-free paper. Please recycle it when done.

CONTACT US

• Consumer electronics: VCRs, 
computers (including laptops), 
printers, cell phones, telephones, 
radios, LCD monitors/TVs/displays, 
plasma TVs, microwave ovens

•  Mercury containing items
• Batteries
•  Fluorescent lamps and tubes
• Aerosol cans containing toxic
 or hazardous materials
•  Computer monitors and television 

picture tubes

These items can be recycled easily 
at drop-off locations in or close to 
Palo Alto. To fi nd out how to properly 
dispose of/recycle these items, please 
check our online reuse and recycling 
resource, the RECYCLOPEDIA at
www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle/recyclopedia 
or call the the Recycling Program.

State expands hazardous waste list
In February, the California Department 
of Toxic Substances Control expanded 
its hazardous waste rules to include 
Universal Waste. As a result, a number 
of items commonly disposed by 
residents are now banned from being 
placed in the trash for disposal. Most 
notably, virtually any electronic device 
that contains mercury or that has a 
battery or circuit board is considered 
hazardous. These products often 
contain heavy metals like lead, copper, 
mercury and chromium and when not 
disposed of properly can pollute the 
environment.

The following items are considered 
Universal Waste and must be taken to 
appropriate facilities for recycling.

The goal of Zero Waste is to 
reduce the amount of garbage 

going to landfi lls by 90% or more. 
This issue of the Community 

Recycler looks at steps we can 
take toward achieving Zero Waste.
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 STEPS TO
ZERO WASTE

Flex your consumer muscle – give preference 
to items that are recyclable or compostable in 

Palo Alto when making a purchase.

Check your garbage.
Are you recycling all 

that you can? Call the 
Recycling Program for 

a brochure.

27%
PROBLEM MATERIALS

Items that cannot be reused,
recycled or composted.

43%
PAPER & OTHER
RECYCLABLES

30%
COMPOSTABLES

A newsletter promoting using less, recycling the rest.Use less, recycle the rest. Use less, recycle the rest.

Compost at home. The 
majority of waste in this 

section is food waste. Call 
the Recycling Program 

to learn about upcoming 
Compost Workshops.

Universal Waste



Green Building
• Green Building 101                                     
 Wednesday, October 11, 7:00pm–9:00pm
 Fee: $20
 Location: Palo Alto Baylands Interpretive Center,
 2775 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto
 This workshop introduces basic concepts, techniques, products, 

and benefi ts for building or remodeling a green home.

• Green with Style
 Thursday, October 19, 6:30pm-9:00pm
 Fee: $20
 Location: Palo Alto Baylands Interpretive Center,
 2775 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto
 This workshop will present information and tools that 

will enable participants to integrate green strategies and 
materials into their interior fi nish projects and create 
healthy, attractive, and resource-effi cient spaces.

• Certifi ed Green Building Professional Training
 October 21 & 28, 8:30am-5:00pm, San Mateo
 December 2 & 9, 8:30am-5:00pm, Oakland
 Fee: $350 for Build It Green Members, $395 Non-members

Visit www.BuildItGreen.org or call (888) 404-7336 for more 
information. 

Building Green
Looking to the future
Green building has grown from concerns about 
building quality, health, quality of life, energy 
costs and dwindling natural resources. It improves 
our design and construction practices so that the 
buildings made today last longer, cost less to 
operate and won’t harm people’s health. Green 
building also protects our natural resources.

In traditional construction, our indoor environment 
is often far more polluted than outdoors due to 
various building materials, inadequate lighting and a 
variety of other variables. According to EPA reports, 
the air in new homes can be up to ten times more 
polluted than outside air due to volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and other chemicals used in 
product manufacturing. Homes that follow green 
building guidelines use healthier paints and building 
materials, and adhere to stricter gas emission and 
ventilation requirements improving the quality of a 
home’s indoor environment.

The U.S. Department of Energy’s Center for 
Sustainable Development stated that buildings 
consume 40% of the world’s total energy, 25% of its 
wood harvest and 16% of its water.  It is estimated 
that in California alone an additional 3.3 million 
homes will be built over the next 14 years to meet 
the expected population growth. Green building 
offers solutions to meeting those demands while 
minimizing the environmental impacts on our water 
and energy supplies, forests, farmlands, recreational 
areas, roadways and municipal infrastructure.

Guidelines to help you build your new home “green” 
are now available at the Development Center and 
online at www.cityofpaloalto.org/planning-community 
under the Forms & Handouts link. Use of these 
Guidelines will help Palo Alto with its goal of Zero 
Waste. The green measures in these Guidelines range 
from simple recommendations to more sophisticated 
strategies. Regardless of your level of knowledge 
about building green, you will fi nd resources, design 
ideas and advice you can put to use today.

To fi nd a green building professional, information 
about green building products, or how to get your 
home certifi ed as “green”, go to Build It Green at 
www.BuildItGreen.org or call (888) 404-7336. 

Compost helps improve your soil, benefi ting your plants 
and promoting garden health and vitality.
Compost:
•  Helps plants absorb nutrients already in your soil
•  Allows plants to develop better root structure
 helping them grow healthier
•  Holds onto water and nutrients that are applied
 and slowly releases them when plants need them
•  “Feeds” the soil, allowing the natural soil ecosystem 

to revive – and your plants to thrive

Want theWant the
best for your best for your 

garden?garden?

Use compost!Use compost!

SATURDAY
WORKSHOP
10:00am-11:30am
October 28

TUESDAY 
WORKSHOPS
7:00pm-8:30pm
September 26
November 28

ATTEND A COMPOST WORKSHOP and learn how easy 
creating your own compost can be. Palo Alto residents 
attending a work-shop receive a voucher for a reduced 
cost Biostack compost bin (an $89 retail value for $27). 
Call the Recycling Program to register.

Use less, recycle the rest. Use less, recycle the rest.

• Provide a healthier and more 
comfortable environment 

• Improve long-term economic 
performance 

• Incorporate energy and water 
efficient technologies

• Use recycled content materials 
in their construction 

• Reduce construction         
and demolition waste

• Bring higher resale value 

• Are landscaped for water    
and energy efficiency 

• Include renewable energy 
technologies 

• Improve indoor air quality 

• Reduce environmental impact 

• Are easier to maintain       
and built to last 

Use less, recycle the rest.

Benefi ts: Workshops:

Build It Green Home Tour
Sunday, October 1, 10:00am-5:00pm
Visit homes in your community using green 
building materials and techniques on this self-
guided tour showcasing 11 green homes throughout 
Santa Clara County. Admission is $15 per person. 
Visit www.BuildItGreen.org or call (888) 404-7336 
for more information about how to purchase a 
Home Tour Guidebook for admission.
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