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Recommended titles for teens

Bucking the Sarge by Christopher Paul Curtis

Readers will be moved as Luther, a thoroughly decent if sometimes naive boy,
rails against his mother's cold, ruthless notions of what it takes to get ahead in
the world.

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
Keen observations and vivid imagery pull readers into the head of an isolated
teenager.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and
the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High
School forever.

True Confessions of a Heartless Girl by Martha Brooks

A confused seventeen-year-old girl, a single mother and her young son, two
elderly women, and a sad and lonely man, with their own individual tragedies to
bear, come together in a small Manitoba town and find a way to a better future.

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns
organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to
form a swimming team and recruits some of the school's less popular students.

What’s in a Name by Ellen Wittlinger
What starts out as a quest to change a small town’s name turns into personal
journeys of self-discovery for ten teens.

Zigzag by Ellen Wittlinger
A high-school junior makes a trip with her aunt and two cousins, discovering
places she did not know existed and strengths she did not know she had.
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