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At the Palo Alto Art Center

"The Miniature Worlds of Bruce Metcalf"
September 28 - December 21, 2008

The Palo Alto Art Center presents the exhibition, tour premier, and catalogue of “The Miniature Worlds of
Bruce Metcalf,” from September 28 through December 21, 2008. Curated by Signe Mayfield of the Palo
Alto Art Center, the exhibition marks the premier of the tour slated for: the Mint Museum of Craft+Design
in Charlotte, North Carolina; Bellevue Arts Museum in Bellevue, Washington; Fresno Art Museum in
Fresno, California; Arkansas Arts Center in Little Rock, Arkansas; and Racine Art Museum in Racine,
Wisconsin. A 120 page, full-color catalogue will accompany the exhibition.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Bruce Metcalf has long been revered as a leading art jeweler, curator and critic of contemporary craft,
and essayist. This is the first major exhibition and catalogue on his truly engaging and spirited work. The
exhibition features seventy pieces dating from the 1970s to the present, on loan from the collections of
the artist, museums, and private lenders across the country. The exhibition examines social, moral, and
political issues, many of which Metcalf has also raised in his essays. In his work, issues are acted out by
his vulnerable protagonists on the stage of miniature worlds. In their dual life as wearable brooches, they
venture into the world, where they engage the unsuspecting viewer with their stories and distinctive visual
language.

ABOUT THE CATALOGUE

The exhibition catalogue includes a curatorial essay by Signe Mayfield, along with a guest essay by Dr.
Vicky A. Clark, an independent curator and cultural historian. Dr. Clark’s essay connects Metcalf's work to
the comic traditions so prevalent in contemporary art. In addition, Metcalf contributed an essay entitled
“Five Chapters in the Life of Imagination.” His essays have also appeared in such publications as
"American Craft," "Metalsmith," "Studio Potter, Crafts Australia," and the Korean publication, "Design." He
is currently co-authoring "Makers: A History of American Studio Crafts" with Janet Koplos, Senior Editor,
"Art in America."

SUPPORT

The exhibition and catalogue, "The Miniature Worlds of Bruce Metcalf," are created and presented by the
Palo Alto Art Center, Division of Arts and Sciences, City of Palo Alto and funded in part by grants from the
Palo Alto Art Center Foundation; the Rotasa Foundation; the Windgate Charitable Foundation; the Arts
Council Silicon Valley; with additional support from Susan Beech, Forrest L. Merrill, Pew Fellowships in
the Arts, and private contributions.

WHERE: Exhibition and Tour Premier / The Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto, CA, 94303
WHEN: September 28 - December 21, 2008

HOURS: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday; 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Sunday; and 7:00 -10:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday.

ADMISSION: FREE

INFORMATION: The Palo Alto Art Center: 650.329.2366 (T) / www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter
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