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The Holiday Season is a time of
parties and festivities. It is also a time
of waste. Between Thanksgiving and
New Year's Day, household waste
skyrockets. Increased food waste,
shopping bags, packaging, wrapping
paper, bows and ribbons — it all adds
up. In fact, it's estimated that during
this period garbage increases by an

additional 1 million tons each week!

This issue of the Community
Recycler will give you some tips to
help you enjoy the fun and festivities,

without all the waste.




Without AlltheWrapping

This year, rather than giving more 'stuff' consider what your family
and friends really want or need. There are a variety of 'non-stuff' gift

choices available such as experiences, services and donations.

Give an Experience

Experience gift choices are endless so
there's something for everybody and they
create a cherished memory for your loved
one. As life gets more and more hectic,
people have less and less time to spend
together. Your experience gift can have the
added benefit of allowing you to spend
time with your family and friends, one of
the most precious gifts of all.

Experience giftideas:

 Tickets to a sporting event, stage play
or movie

* Annual passes to museums or parks

 Gift certificates for a massage, ski
rental or restaurant

Give a Service

Service gifts, while not as glamorous as
experience gifts, just may be the best thing
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you could do for your loved one. This
gives you the chance to help them spoil
themselves, try out a new hobby or get
that pesky detail done that they just
haven't worked into their schedule yet.

Service gift ideas:
* Music or dance lessons
* Yard, housecleaning or diaper service

* Gift certificates for a bike repair, car
washes or oil changes

Give a Donation

For that person who has everything,
consider making a donation in their name
to their favorite charity or nonprofit
organization. If they do not have a favorite
charity, perhaps you could chose
something that fits one of their interest
areas. There's a wide variety of options
available, try looking local first.




G)hat to Wrag.

f you are looking for something to wrap up for the

holidays, choose products that are easy on our
planet. Although this does limit your choices, it in no way
limits you from purchasing great gifts that your friends and
family will love. Consider the following green gift ideas and

give unique, personalized and thoughtful gifts.

Homemade - Nothing shows you care as much as a
homemade, personalized gift. Examples include scrapbooks
or photo albums from old pictures and childhood
memorabilia; cookies and other favorite recipes; a cookbook
of favorite recipes passed down through the generations or

hand-knit and sewn items.

Natural, Organic, Fair Trade - Give products that are
made from natural ingredients, with little or no pollution and
respect workers' rights. Examples include sweatshop free

clothing made from organically grown fibers; organic, shade

grown, fair trade coffee; and organic, fair trade chocolate.

»

Recycled Content - You've been recycling all year.
Consider buying what your recyclables have been made into.
Recycled content gifts range from sweaters and watches to pet
toys and furniture. Check your local stores or search online

for “recycled content gifts.”

A few links to get you started on your gift search:
www.greengiftguide.com
www.nrdc.org/cities/living/ggift.asp
www.ciwmb.ca.gov/recyclestore
www.gaiam.com/greenmarket

www.abundantearth.com

www.ecomall.com/biz

www.auroraglass.org

The products and companies exhibited herein are for informational

purposes only. Such inclusion does not imply an endorsement by the

City of Palo Alto Recycling Program.
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A In With the New

Once all the parties, festivities and gift giving are over, what will you do
with all of the items that your cool, new gifts make old, obsolete or
unwanted? Why not give them a second life! What's old to you may be

exactly what someone else is looking for.

Check out the RECYCLOPEDIA, an online resource to help you match
your unwanted items with reuse and recycling organizations. You'll be
amazed at the variety of items listed ranging from televisions and

electronics to building materials, furniture, eyeglasses and much more.

It's easy and convenient! Before you throw it out, check it out on the

RECYCLOPEDIA at www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle/recyclopedia

L ecelivg with

Household Toxics

The Household Hazardous Waste Management Program only when necessary. Whenever possible, use nontoxic or less
provides Palo Alto residents with an environmentally safe, hazardous alternatives. Please consider buying only those
convenient way to dispose of unwanted hazardous household toxic/hazardous products that you need, in the quantities you
products such as paints, solvents, fuels, cleaners, pesticides, need and use them appropriately to completion.

etc. The wastes will be separated, packaged and shipped offsite
for appropriate management through recycling, treatment and

disposal practices.

Bring your household hazardous waste to the Palo Alto
Regional Water Quality Control Plant at 2501 Embarcadero
Way from 9:00 am12:00 pm on the first Saturday of each
month. There will also be two Friday collection events per

year, one in April and September. Proof of Palo Alto residency - 72
is required (driver's license). o : s - AT el 1 EB“

The ultimate solution to household hazardous waste is to

reduce dependence on toxic/hazardous products and use them
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Moving Toward

In 2005, City Council adopted the goal of Zero Waste by 2021 for Palo Alto. Modeled after
nature, Zero Waste seeks to eliminate waste by avoiding its creation in the first place. If waste
is created, it becomes a resource to make something else. This approach considers the entire

life of a product or service, from design until it's no longer useful.

City Council approved the Zero Waste Operational Plan in September 2007. The plan includes
a variety of actions that will help us reach Zero Waste including bans, mandatory recycling,
sustainable landscaping, green building, food waste composting and many more. One of the
easiest, fastest and least expensive activities that we can do to make significant gains toward
Zero Waste is to maximize our use of our current recycling program. Data from the 2006

Waste Composition Study indicates that 43% of what we throw away is currently recyclable!

30% 43%
COMPOSTABLES PAPER & OTHER
Compost at home. The
majority of waste in this
section is food waste. Call
the Recycling Program
to learn about upcoming
Compost Workshops

So first things first, please

check your garbage. Is

RECYCLABLES
Check your garbage.
Are you recycling all

that you can? Call the
Recycling Program for
a brochure.

there anything you could
be putting in your
recycling cart or compost

bin instead?

We need to work together
to achieve Zero Waste.
Call the Recycling
Program or go online for a
program brochure and
information on recycling

and reuse resources.

PROBLEM MATERIALS %
Iltems that cannot be reused, ' -'
recycles or composted. % P

Flex your consumer muscle — give
preference to items that are recyclable
or compostable in Palo Alto
when making a purchase
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| Use less, recycle the rest. |

City of Palo Alto Public Works Department

We welcome all comments, questions, and
suggestions. Please send them to:

The Community Recycler
P.O. Box 10250

Palo Alto, CA 94303

Or email us at:

recycling @cityofpaloalto.org

Editor: Wendy Hediger
City of Palo Alto Recycling Program

Graphic Design:
AdManor, Inc.
(866) 444-2623

City of Palo Alto Recycling saved the
following resources by using New Leaf
Sakura 100, manufactured with Green-e®
certified renewable energy, 100% post-
consumer waste, and processed chlorine
free: 19 fully grown trees, 6328 gallons of
water, 11 million BTUs of energy, 914
pounds of solid waste, and 1775 pounds of
greenhouse gases.

Individuals with disabilities who require
accommodations to access City facilities,
services or programs, or who would like
information on the City's compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
of 1990, may contact the City’s ADA
Coordinator at 650-329-2550 (voice) or
email ada@cityofpaloalto.org

The Community Recycler is produced by
the City of Palo Alto Recycling Program
and is distributed as a public service to all
residents in Palo Alto. The Community
Recycler often provides information about
specific products or companies. Such
inclusion does not imply endorsement by
the Palo Alto Recycling Program.

For more information about recycling in
Palo Alto, garbage pick-up or household
hazardous waste, please refer to the
appropriate organization or visit the
City of Palo Alto’s website.

Palo Alto Recycling Program

ph: (650) 496-5910

email: recycling @cityofpaloalto.org
web: www.cityofpaloalto.org/recycle

Palo Alto Sanitation Company
ph: (650) 493-4894

City of Palo Alto Landfill
ph: (650) 329-2655

City of Palo Alto Household Hazardous
Waste Program
ph: (650) 496-6980






